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THE CANONGATE TOLBOOfH. 


OLD AXD KE\V EDI:'\ßCRGII. 


CH -\PTER 1. 
TIlE CANONGAT
, 


Its Origin-Songs concerning it-Records-Market Cross-St. John's and the Girth Crosses-Early Hi.tory- The Town or Herber,::are- 
Canongate Paved-l he Governing Body-Raising the Devil-Purchase of the Earl of Roxburgh"s .. Superiority."- The Foreign Settlement 
-George Heriot the Elder-Huntly's House-Sir Walter Scott's Story of a Fire-The Morocco Land-Houses of Oliphant of Sewland. 
Lord David Hay, and Earl of AnJi:U!)-Jack's Land-Shoemal.:er
" Lands-:Marqui::: of Huntly's Housc-Nisbet of Dirleton.s .Mansion- 
Golrer's Land-John and Nicol Paterson-The Porch and Gatehouse oCthe Abbey-Lucky Spence, 


THE Canongate-of old the Court-end of Edin- I according to the practice of the twelfth and thir- 
burgh-takes its name from the Augustine monks teenth centuries in Scotland and England. The 
of Holyrood, who were permitted to build it by immunities which the canons and their villagers en- 
the charter of David L in 1128, and to rule it as a joyep from David's grant, soon raised up a town, 
burgh of regality. "The canons," says Chalmers, which extended from the Abbey to the Nether 
"were empowered to settle here a village, and from Port of Edinburgh, and the townsmen perfonned 
them the street of this settlement was called the their usual devotions in the church of the Abbey 
Canongate, from the Saxon gael, a way or street, till the Reformation," after which it continued to 
49 
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OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


[Canongate, 


The "Satire on Court Ladies" tells us, 


retain its distinct dignity as a burgh of regality,l restored at a recent date, though much of it is 
In its arms it bears the white hart's head, with printed in the" Maitland Miscellany" for 18 4 0 , 
the cross-crosslet of the miraculous legend between Unlike Edinburgh, the Canongate had no walls 
the horns, and the significant motto, "SIC ITUR AlJ for defence-its gates and enclosures being for 
ASTRA." civic purposes only. If it relied on the sanctity of 
As the main avenue from the palace to the city, its monastic superiors as a protection, it did so in 
so a later writer tells us, it has borne upon its vain, when, in 1380, Richard II. of England gave 
pavement the burden of all that was beautiful and it to the flames, and the Earl of Hertford in 1544; 
gallant, and all that has become historically inter- and in the civil wars during the time of Charles I., 
esting in Scotland for the last seven hundred years; the Journal of Alz/iquilies tells us that" the Canon- 
and though manyofits houses have been modernised, gate suffered severely from the barbarity of the 
it still preserves its aspect of great quaintness and English-so much so that scarcely a house was 
vast antiquity. left standing," 
It sprang up independent of the capital, adhering In 1450, when the first wall of the city was 
naturally to the monastery, whose vassals and de- built, its western extremity was the Nether Dow 
pendents were its earliest builders, and retaining Port. Open fields, in all probability, lay outside 
to the last legible marks of a different parentage the latter, and though the increasing suburb was 
from the city. Its magistrates claimed a feudal then building, the city claimed jurisdiction within 
lordship over the property of the regality as the it as far as the Cross of St. John, and the houses 
successors of its spiritual superiors; hence many of crept gradually westward up the slope, till they 
the title-deeds therein ran thus :-" To be holden formed the present unbroken street from the 
of the Magistrates of the Canongate, as come in Nether Bow to the palace porch; but it seems 
place of the Monastery of the Holy Cross." strange that even in the disastrous year 1513, when 
The Canongate seems to have been a favourite the Cowgate was enclosed by a wall, no attempt 
with the muse of the olden time, and is repeatedly was made to secure the Canongate, though it had 
alluded to in f.lmiliar lyrics and in the more gates which were shut at night, and it had boundary 
polished episodes of the courtly poets of the six- walls, but not of a defensive character, 
teenth and seventeenth centuries. A Jacobite Of old, three crosses stood in the main street 
song has it :- That of St, John was near the head of the prescnt 
.. As I earn doun the Canongate, St. John Street, at which Charles 1. knightcd 
The Canongate, the Canongate, the Provost on his entering the city in 1633, 
As I earn doun the Canon
ate, The second was the ancient Market Cross, oppo- 
I heard a lassie sing, site the present Tolbooth, and is represented in 
. Merry may the keel rowe, , 
Gordon's Map as mounted on a stone gallery, hke 
That my true love is in , '" &e. 
that of the City Cross, and the shaft of which, a very 
elegant design, still exists, attached to the south- 
east corner of the just-named edifice. Its chief 
use in later times was a pillory, and the iron 
staple yet remains to which culprits were attached 
by the iron collar named the jOllgS. The third, 
, or Girth Cross, stood at the foot of the Canongate, 
bclle I 100 feet westward from the Abbey-strand, .1 It 
consisted," says Kincaid, "of three steps as a 
base and a pillar upon the top, and was called the 
Girth Cross from its being the western limit of the 
Sanctuary; but in paving the street it was removed, 
and its place is now known by a circle of stones 
upon the west side of the well within the Water 
Gate." 
In the earlier ages of its history the canons to 
whom the burgh belonged had liberty to buy and 
sell in open market. It has been sUPl-'osed by 
several writers that a village of some kind had ex- 
isted on the site prior to the erection of the Abbey, 
as the J..ing says in more than one version of the 


.. The lasses o' the Canongate, 
Oh they are wondrous nice; 
They winna gie a single kiss 
But for a doub/
 price." 


And an old song concerning a now-forgotten 
says :-, 
co A' doun alang the Canongate 
\oVere beaux 0 ' ilk degree; 
And mony ane turned rounù to look 
At bonny M ally Lee. 
And we're a' gaun east and west , 
\\' c're a' gaun agee, 
We're a' ga"n ea
t and west, 
Courtin' Mally Lee ! " 


The earliest of the register-books preserved in 
the archives of this little burgh commences in 1561 
-about a hundred years before Cromwell's in- 
v:lsion; but the volume, which comes down to 
1588, had been long m private hands, ar.d was only 
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foundation charter of the latter, "I likewise grant munity had been swept away by the Reformation; 
to the said canons the town of Herbcrgarc, lying and by the king's grant a commendator succeeded 
betwixt the said church, and my town (of Edin- the last abbot, enjoying the privileges of the latter, 
burgh), and that the burgesses thereof have the while the temporal superiority of the Canongate 
liberty of buying and selling was conferred on the future Earl 
goods and merchandise in open of Roxburgh. 
market as freely, and without Among the older legends of 
molestation and reproach, as any the Canongate is one mentioned 
of my own burgesses." Ac- by Sir John Scott of Scotstarvit, 
cording to Sir Walter Scott, in who tells us that Sir Lewis BeI- 
his "Provincial Antiquities," lenden, a Lord of Session I 
the Canongate was formerly de- \ Council, and Exchequer, about 
nominated the Herbergérie (or the year 1591, "dealt with a 
Hospitium) of the monastery. warlock I called Richard Graham, 
But in time it came to be to raise the devil," which he did 
calied Canongate, from its pro- in the back-yard of his own house 
prietors. Be this as it may, in the Canongate, "and he was 
many privileges were conferred THE BURGH SEAL OF THE CANONGATE. thereby so terrified that he took 
upon it by Robert, Abbot of sickness, and thereof died. And 
Holyrood , and these were confirmed and extended I having left his lady, sister to the Lord Livingstone, 
by David II., Robert IlL, James II., and James a great conjunct-fee, the Earl of Orkney married 
111. , who "granted to the bailies, council, her, and after some years , having moved 
and community of the burgh of the Canongate her to sell her conjunct-fee-lands, and 
,'\ 
the several annuities payable at the Exchequer having disposed of all the monies 
by the said burgh, the common muir lying 
 =-. - r:; of the same, sent her back to the 
between the la
d
 of Broughton on the . / ØII ,

r' 
 '_ C.anongate , where s
e lived 
west, those of Piing on the east, and the .f' - " >-" , ." divers years very miserably, 
way leading from Edinburgh to . +. ,-",' .", I 1111 and there died in extreme 
Leith on the south, with all the Ii _" Y _ " _ 
 r
 poverty." 
rights and customs thereunto 
 Ir

-
 v
, (' In 16 3 6 the superiority ac- 
beIo
gin
, together. 
ith all J.'
' I;
 
 :'1 quired by the Earl of Rox- 
th
 
lbertles,co
modl
I
S, (
, 
 . - 'r bur
h was purc
ased by t
e 
pnvdeges , and Immumties - < '1: 
. _ mag1stratesofEdmburgh. This 
appertaining to a burgh 1 r . , 

 r . included the Canongate, North 
of regality." l _! " Leith, part of Broughton, 
The Canongate would - 
 I ,._' .... l' and the village of the 
appear to have been paved 
 I . t Pleasance - a purchase 
about the same time as ,ili - J which was confirmed by 
the High Street, and in 
...... Charles I., and cost 
1535 James V. granted to ............. - 
, ..
 4 2 ,100 merks Scots. By 
the Abbot of Holyrood this the Canongate be- 
a duty of one penny upon came subordinate to 
every loaded cart, and of <..
 - 
 
 --- _ - 
 Edinburgh, and was 
a halfpenny upon every 

- 

- governed by a '" baron 
empty one, to repair and THE MARKET CROSS, CANO!';GATE. and bailiff" appointed by 
maintain the causeway. the council of the latter; 
Accordin
 to the record books of the Canongate, but the real glory of the Canongate may be said 
it was governed in 1561 by four old bailies, three to j'ave departed with the court \\hen James \'1. 
deacons, two treasurers, and four councillors,; succeeded to the throne of England in 160 3, though, 
"chosen and elected;" and, as enacted in 1567, as we shall show, it long continued to be a 
the council met every eighth day, on fliirsdayc. fashionable quarter of the metropolis even after 
The Tolbooth was then, as till a late period, the the time of the Union. 
council-room, court-house, and place of PUniSh- \ In pursuing the general history of the suburbs, 
ment. we find that in 1609, under favour of James VI., 
By 15 61 the monastic superiority over the com- when a number (If foreigm:rs were introduced jnto 
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the kingdom to teach the making of cloths of Among the inhaLitants of the Canon gate was 
various kinds, a colony of them settled in the a George Heriot, who died in the following 
Canongate, under John Sutherland, and a Fleming year, 1610, aged seventy, He was the father 
named Jacob Van Headen, where they .. daily of the founder of that famous and maO'nificent 

x
rcised in their art of making, dressing, and I hospital, which is perhaps the greatest om:ment of 
httIng of stuffs , " giving great" light anù knowledge either Old or New Edinburgh, 
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of their calling to the country people." Notwith-' In 1639, we learn from Spalding that George, 
standing that these industrious and inoffensive men second Marquis of Hunt/y, who in his youth had 
h:J.d royal letters invcsting them with special privi- commanded the Scottish Guard of Louis XII 1. 
leges, they were-as too often h:Jppens in those was residing at his old family mansion in the 
cases where the enterprise of foreigners appears to Canongate, wherein, about the month of November , 
clash with the interests of natives-much molested two of his daughters were married "with great 
and harassed by the magistrates of the Canongate, solemnities "-the I ady Anne, who was .. ane 
with a view of forcing them to become hurg:csses precise Purit,m," to thc Lord Drummond; and Lady 
and free men in the regular way; but an appeal Henrietta, who was a Roman Catholic, to Lord 
to tllc l'ri\ y Cuulll:il allinucd their CJI.t:l1I}!tiun. Setun, 
on of the Earl of Winton. These ladies 
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had each 40,000 merks Scots as a fortune, their possessed in Edinburgh, were sometimes the scenes 
uncle , the Earl of Argyle, being cautioner for the of strange and mysterious transactions, a divine of 
payment, "for relief whereof he got the wadset of singular sanctity was called up at midnight to pray 
Lochaber and .Badenoch." Lady Jean, a third with a person at the point of death. This was no 
daughter, was also married in the ensuing January, unusual summons; but what followed was alarming. 
with a fortune of 30,000 merks, to Thomas, Earl He was put into a sedan-chair, and after he had 
of Haddington, who perished in the following year, been transported to a remote part of the town the 
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EAST END OF HIGH STREET, I'oETHER BOW, A:IID WEST E!IID OF CA!IIONGATE. (Fr"",Cord""o/Rotlziemoy'sJlfaþ.) 
4 8 , BlackCriars Wynd; 40, Tadrig', Wynd; SO, Gray', Wynd; 51, St, Mary', Wynd; 58, Leith Wynd; 8, Suburb<. of the Canongate; 9, High 
Street; 14, The Nether How; /0, l'he Newer, bow Port; a8, The Flesh Stock, in we CanoDgate, 


when the Castle of Dunglass was blown up by 
gunpowder, 
An old house at the head of the Canongate, on 
the north side, somewhere in the vicinity of Coull's 
Close, but now removed, was always indicated as 
being the scene of that wild story which Scott 
relates in his notes to the fifth canto of " Rokeby," 
and in his language we prefer to give it here. 
He tells us that "about the beginning of the 
eighteenth centurYI when the large castles of the 
Scottish nobles, and even the seduded hotels 
hl...e tllO::.e of the French noblesse, which thc}
 


bearers insisted upon his being blindfolded. The 
request was enforced by a cocked pistol, and 
submitted to; but in the course of the discussion 
he conjectured, from the phrases employed by the 
chairmen, and from some parts of their dress not 
completely concealed by their cloaks, that they 
were greatly above the menial station they had 
assumed. After many turnings and windings the 
chair was carried up-stairs into a lodging, where his 
eyes were uncovered, and he was introduced into 
a bed-room, where he found a lady newly delivered 
of an infant, and he was commanded by his 
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attenda
ts to say such prayers by her bedsi
e as I the seventeenth century, and the lofty buildings on 
were fittmg for a person not expected to survive a the spot date from that time, 
mortal disorder, Of the plague, which in 1645 nearly depopu- 
" He ventured to remonstrate, and observed that lated the Canongate as well as the rest of .Edinburo-h 
b fi ' b , 
er sa e delIvery warranted better hopes; but he a singular memorial still remains, a little lower 
was sternly commanded to obey the orders first down the street, on the north side, in the form of 
given, and with difficulty recollected himself a huge square tenement, called the Morocco Land, 
sufficiently to acquit himself of the task imposed from the effigy of a turbaned Moor, which projects 
on him. He was then again hurried into the chair; from a recess above the second floor and havino- 
, " 
but as they conducted him down-stairs he heard an alley passing under it, inscribed with the follow- 
the report of a pistol! He was safely conducted ing legend :- 
home, and a purse of gold was forced upon .. MISERERE hun, DOMINE: A PECCATO. PkOlJRO. 
him; but he was warned at the same time DElJlTO. ET MORTE SUlJUA. LIBERA ME. 1.6.18." 
that the least allusion to this dark transaction Of the origin of this edifice various romantic stories 
would cost him his life, He betook himself to are told: one by Chambers, to the effect that a 
rest, and after long and broken musing, fell into a young woman belonging to .Edinburgh, having b
en 
deep sleep. From this he was awakened with the taken upon the sea by an African rover, was sold 
dismal news that a fire of uncommon fury had to the harem of the Emperor of Morocco, whose 
broken out in the house of -, near the head of favourite wife she became, and enabled her brother 
the Canongate, and that it was totally consumed, to raise a fortune by merchandise, and that in 
with the shocking addition that the daughter of the building this stately edifice he erected the black 
proprietor, a young lady eminent for beauty and nude figure, with turban and necklace of beads, as 
accomplishments, had perished in the flames. The a memorial of his royal brother-in-law; but the 
clergyman had his suspicions; but to have made most complete and consistent outline of its history 
them public would have availed nothing. He was is that given by Wilson in his" Memorials," from 
timid; the family was of the first distinction; above which it would appear that during one of the 
all, the deed was done, and could not be amended, tumults which occurred in the city after the accession 
"Time wore away, and with it his terrors; but of Charles I., the house of the Provost, who had 
he became unhappy at being the solitary depositary rendered himself obnoxious to the rioters, was 
of this fearful mystery, and mentioned it to some assaulted and set on fire. Among those arrested as a 
of his brethren, through whom the anecdote ringleader was Andrew Gray, a younger son of the 
acquired a sort of publicity. The divine had long Master of Gray, whose descendants inherit the 
been dead when a fire broke out on the same spot ancient honours of Kinfauns, and who, notwith- 
where the house of - had formerly stood, and standing the influence of his family, was tried, and 
which was now occupied by buildings of an inferior sentenced to be executed on the second day 
description. When the flames were at their height, thereafter. 
the tumult that usually attends such a scene was On the very night that the scaffold was being 
suddenly suspended by an unexpected apparition. erected at the Cross he effected his escape from 
A beautiful female in a nightdress, extremely rich, the City Tolbooth by means of a rope conveyed 
but at least half a century old, appeared in the to him by a friend, who had previously given some 
very midst of the fire , and uttered these tremendous drugged liquor to the sentinel at the Puir-folks- 
words in her vernacular idiom :-' Anes burned- purses, and provided a boat for him, by which he 
t7<'lce burned-the third time I'll scare you all! I crossed the North Loch and fled beyond pursuit, 
The belief in this story was so strong, that on a Time passed on, and the days of the great civil 
fire breaking out, and seeming to approach the war came. "Gloom and terror now pervaded the 
fatal spot, there was a good deal of anxiety testified streets of the capital. It was the terrible year 
lest the apparition should make good her denun- 164s-the last visitation of the pestilence to Edin- 
ciation." burgh-when, as tradition tells us," says Wilson I 
According to a statement in ll/otes and Queries, "grass grew thickly about the Cross, once as 
this story was current in Edinburgh before the crowded a centre of thoroughfare as Europe could 
childhood of Scott, and the murder part of it boast of." 
was generally credited, He mentions a person The Parliament was compelled to sit at Stirling, 
acquainted with the city in 1743 who used to tell and the Town Council, on the loth of April, 
the tale and point out the site of the house. It is agreed with Joannes Paulitius, M.D., that he 
remarkable that a great fire did happen there in I should visit the infected at a salary of L80 Scot 
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per month. A number of the ailing were hutted 
in the King's Park, a few were kept at home, and 
aid for all was invoked from the pulpits. The 
Session of the Canongate ordained, on the 27th of 
June, that, .. to avoid contention in this fearful 
time," all those who died in the park should be 
buried therein; for it would seem that those who 
perished by the plague were buried in places apart 
from churchyards, lest the infection might burst 
forth anew if ever the graves were reopened.- 
Maitlanò records that such was the terror pre- 
vailing at this period that the prisoners in the 
Tolbooth were all set at liberty, and all who were 
not free men were compelled, 
under severe penalties , to quit 
the city, until at length," by the 
unparalleled ravages committed by 
the plague , it was spoiled of its 
inhabitants to such a degree that 
there were scarcely sixty men left 
capable of assisting in the de- 
fence of the town in case of an 
attack." 
At this crisis a large armed 
vessel of peculiar rig and aspect 
entered the Firth of Forth, and 
came to anchor in Leith Roads. 
By experienced seamen she was 
at once pronounced to be an ' 
" 
Algerine rover, and dismay spread 
over all the city. This soon 
reached a culminating point when 
a strong band landed from her, 
and, entering the Canongate by 
the \rater Gate, advanced to the 
Netherbow Port and required admittance. The 
magistrates parleyed with their leader, who de- 
manded an exorbitant ransom, and scoffed at the 
risk to be run in a plague-stricken city, 
The Provost at this time was Sir John Smith. of 
Groat Hall, a small mansion-house near Craigleith, 
and he, together with his brother-in-law, Sir William 
Gray, Bart., of Pittendrum, a staunch Cavalier, 
and one of the wealthiest among the citizens, to 
whom we have referred in our account of Lady 
Stair's Close, agreed to ransom the city for a 
large sum, while at the same time his eldest son 
was demanded by the pirates as a hostage. .. It 
seems, however," says \\'ilson, .. that the Provost's 
only child \\as a daughter, who then lay stricken 
of the plague, of which her cousin, Egidia Gray, 
had recently died. This information seemed to 
work an immediate change on the leader of the 


Moors. After some conference with his men he 
intimated his possession of an elixir of wondrous 
potency, and demanded that the Provost's daughter 
should be entrusted to his skill, engaging that if he 
did not cure her immediately to embark with his 
men, and free the city without ransom. After con- 
siderable parley the Provost proposed that the 
leader should enter the city and take up an abode 
in his house." 
This was rejected, together with higher offers of 
ransom, till Sir John Smith yielded to the exhor- 
tations of his friends, and the proposal of the !\loor 
was accepted, and the fair sufferer was borne to a 
house at the head of the Canon- 
gate, wherein the corsair had taken 
up his residence, and from thence 
she went forth quickly restured 
and in health. 
The most singular part of this 
story is its denouement, from 
which it would appear that the 
corsair and physician proved to 
be no other than the condemned 
" fugitive Anòrew Gray, who had 
risen high in the favour and ser- 
vice of the Emperor of Morocco. 
"He had returned to Scotland," 
says Wilson, "bent on revenging 
his own early wrongs on the magis- 
trates of Edinburgh, when, to his 
surprise, he found in the destined 
object of his special vengeance a 
relation of his own. He married 
EFFIGY OF THE MOOR , MOkOCCO LAND. the Provost's daughter, and settled 
down a wealthy citizen in the burgh 
of Canongate. The house to which his fair patient 
was borne, and whither he afterwards brought 
her as his bride, is still adorned with an effigy 
of his royal patron, the Emperor of Morocco, 
and the tenement has ever since borne the name 
of the Morocco Land. \\' e have had 
the curiosity to obtain a sight of the title-deeds 
of the property, which prove to be of recent 
date. The earliest, a disposition of 1731, so far 
confirms the tale that the proprietor at that date is 
John Gray, merchant, a descendant, it may be, of 
the Algerine rover and the Provost's daughter. 
The figure of the Moor has ever been a subject of 
popular admiration and wonder, and a variety of 
legends are told to account for its existence. Most 
of them, though differing in almost every other 
point, seem to agree in connecting it with the last 
\ isitation of the plague." 
Near this tenement. a little to the eastward, \\as 
the mansion of John Oliphant of l'ewland, second 
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son of Laurence, fourth Lord Oliphant, and fa
her I only a portion of the walls of which were standing 
of the sixth lord who bore that title. His elder in 18-t7. It is supposed to have been the abode 
brother, the master, was one of the Ruthven con- of Archibald, ninth Earl of Angus, who, as nephew 
spirators in 1582, and perished at sea when fleeing and ward of the Regent .!\lorton, was involved in 
from Scotland. his ruin, and fled the realm to England, where he 
Beside it, a building of the same age was the became, as Godscroft tells us, the favourite "of 
residence of Lord David Hay, of Belton, son of that worthie Queen Elizabeth, partly in memorie of 
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THE MARQUIS OF HUNTLY'S HOUSE, FJWl\! THE CANOI'<GArE. 


John, second Earl of Tweeddale (who was among 
the first to join the royal standard at Nottingham 
in 1642), and who granted that barony to the 
former in 1687, at a time when he, the earl, was 
oppressed by debts which compelled him to sell 
his whole estate of Tweeddale to the Duke of 
Queensberry. 
Northward of this edifice, and partly on the site 
now occupied by the Chapel of Ease in New Street, 
was the ancient residence of the Earl of Angus, 


, 
, ' 
, " 
I . .; 
I 


, , 
I' 


'
 
1,1 
.w- 
I, i. J, ,j! . 


r I', 


:1 
...,. 
- 


..
 II II 
,y I' 
II 
_"
I 


,"'1J:,!" 

'-T-" 


f ' 
I 
I" 
, ì> 
,-. 
,. 
I-- , 
.. 


I' 
" 
't 


VI t h')[, 


his uncle, but no lesse for his own sake." More- 
over, he adds that he became the friend of Dudley, 
Walsingham, and Sir Philip Sidney, who was then 
writing his" Arc3.dia," which" hee delighted much 
to impart to Angus, and Angus took as much 
pleasure to be partaker thereo(" 
Returning to So:otland, he Lecame involved in 
many troubles, and died in Is88-the victim, it was 
alleged, of sorcery, by the spells, says Godscroft, of 
Barbara Napier, in Edinburgh, "wife to Archibald 
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Douglas, of Carshogle, who was apprehended on I On the same side of the street, opposite to the 
suspition , :' but set at liberty. "Anna Simson, a archway leading into Sl John S
reet, Jack's Land, 
famous witch, is reported to have confessed at her a lofty stone tenement, formed, III her latter years, 
death that a picture of waxe was brought to her I the residence of the beautiful Susannah, Countess 
having A. D. written on it, which, as they said to of Eglinton, and there she was frequently visited 
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THE MARQUIS OF HUNTLY'S HOUSE, FROM BAKEHOUSE CLOSE. 


her, did signifie Archibald Davidson, and she (not by the famous Lady Jane Douglas during the vexed 
thinking of the Earl of Angus, whose name was progress of .. the Douglas cause;" and in another 
Archibald Douglas, and might have been Davidson, I flat thereof resided David Hume, who came thither 
because his father was David) did consecrate or from Riddel's Land in ] 753, while engaged on his 
execrate it after her fOnTIs, which, she said, she "History of England." 
would not have done for all the world. .. The Shoemakers' Lands, which stand to the 
His body was buried at Abernethy and his heart east of Jack's Land," says Wilson, writing in [847, 
in Douglas, by his oune direction. He was the "are equally lofty and more picturesque buildings. 
last Earle of the race of George, )Iaster of Angus, One of them especially, opposite to Moray House, 
who was slain at F!owùen." is a very singular and striking object in the stately 
50 



10 


OLD Ar\D NEW EDINBURGH. 


[Canongate. 


range of substantial stone tenements that extend I It still presents a picturesque row of timLer- 
from New Street to the Canongate Tolbooth. A fronted gables to the street, resting on a row of 
highly-adorned tablet surmounts the main entrance, carved corbels and a cornice projecting from the 
enriched with angels' heads and a border of Eliza- basement, and a series of sculptured tablets adorn 
bethan ornament enclosing the shoemakers' arms, it, filled with certain pious phrases peculiar to 
with the date 1677, An open book is inscribed the sixteenth century. One of these is-" VI III 
with the first verse of the. Scot
ish metre version of I IÙlg'l,æ Iuæ., sic e,o mrar:. azJTlUII
 LJommvs svm; I, 
the one hundred and thirty-third Psalm-a motto another IS-" Conslallie pectore res morlali'lJm 
which appears to have been of special repute towards zIfllbra." 
the close of the seventeenth century among the I Lower down the street, on the same side, at the 
suburban corporations, being also inscribed over head of Reid's Close, a square projecting turret, 
the Tailors' Hall of Eastern Portsburgh and the corbelled well out over the pavement, with a huge 
Shoemakers' Land in the West Port The turn- gable, indicates the town mansion of the Nisbets of 
pike stair, the entrance to which is graced by this Dirleton, an old baronial family in East Lothian, 
motto and the further inscription, in smaller letters, erected in the year 1624. In accordance with the 
'IT IS AN HOKOUR FOR MAN TO CEASE FROllI general style of all Scottish houses in those flays, 
STRIFE,' rises above the roof of the building, and I the basement storey is arched with stone; and the 
is crowned by an ogee roof of singular character, first of the family who resided there seems to have 
flanked on either side by picturesque gables to the been Sir John Nisbet of Dirleton, who was raised 
street, The first of the two tenements to the west I to the bench in 1664, "a man of great learning, 
of this, at the head of Shoemakers' Close, has an both in law and many other things, chiefly in 
open panel on its front, from which the inscription I Greek," according to Burnet, who adds that "he 
appears to have been removed; but the other, was a person of great integrity, and always stood 
which bears the date 1725, is still adorned with the I firm to the law." He was the son of Patrick 
same arms, and the following moral aphorism :- Nisbet, Lord Eastbank in 1636, and was appointed 
King's Advocate, and was author of an old legal 
work, well known as "Dirleton's Doubts." He 
died in 1678. He was a tool of the bishops, and 
We have .referred to the mansion of the Marquis I 
endered himself unpopular by his zeal i
 pr
secut- 
of Huntly, m the Canongate, and the marriage of mg the unfortunate Covenanters, Of tlns \\ OdIOW 
his daughters therein. This singularly picturesque I relates an instance. One named Robert Gray 
and antique edifice stands on the southern side of having been brought before the Privy Council, and 
the street, opposite the old Tolbooth, and is erro- examined as to his knowledge of their hilling- 
neously said to have been at one time the Royal I places without success, Sir John Nisbet artfully 
Mint. I and cruelly took a ring from his finger, and sent 
Here George, sixth Earl and first Marquis of' it to !\Irs. Gray, with a message that her husband 
Huntly, is said to have resided-the same noble; had r
vealed all he knew of the Whigs. . Decei,ved 
who was suspected of corres p ondino- and cons p irino- by thiS, she told all that she knew of their lurkmg- 
o 0 I . 
with Spain. In his "History of the Troubles," P aces, and thus many were arrested, which so 
Spalding tells us that this peer, in June, 16 3 6 , was I affected her husband that he sickened, and died a 
borne from his lodging in the Canongate, in the few days after. 
desire of reaching his northern house in Badenoch N early opposite Queensberry House, and on the 
but got no farther than Dundee, where he died i
 north side of the street, a narrow, old-fashioned 
his seventy-fourth year. ' edifice is known as John Paterson's House, or 
Here, too, abode his son, the second marquis, "The Golfers' La.nd,", concerning which, there is 
who was forfeited in 1645 by the Covenanting recorded a romantic episode connected Wltl
 James 
Parliament for his steady adherence to the king, VII., when, as D
ke o
 Albany, he held .hls court 
and after being deprived of his stately castles of at Holyrood. Conspicuously placed high upon 
Gicht and Strathbogie, lost his head on the block I the wall is a coat-a
morial, and a slab. ab
ve t
e 
at the Market Cross in 1649, ten years after the e,ntrance door contams the two followmg mscnp- 
marriage festivities referred to. hons:- 
\Vhen Maitland wrote, in 1753, this house was " CUM VICTOR LUDO, SCOTIS QUI PROI'RIUS. ESSET , 
th . TER TRES VIcrORES POST REDEMITOS AVOS, 

 residence of the Dowager of Cosmo George, PATERSON US, HUMO TUNC EDUCEBAT IN ALTUM 
thud Duke of Gordon, who had been Lady HANC, QUÆ VICTORFS TOT TULET UNA, DOMUM." 
Catharine Gordon, of the Aberdeen family. "I HATE NO I'ERSON." 


" I BLESSED IS HE THAT WISELY DO 
TH THE POOR MAN'S CASE CO:-/SIDER.''' 
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The latter IS an anagram on the name of "John Both Nicol and John. it may be inferred from the 
Paterson," while the quatrain was the production inscriptions on the ancient edifice, were able and 
of Dr. Pitcairn, and is referred to in the first successful golfers. The style of the building, says 
volume of Gilbert Stuart's EdÙlburg/1 .J.fagazÙle Wilson, confirms the idea that it had been rebuilt 
al1d Rt!'llic'liI for 1774, and may be rendered thus: by him" with the spoils, as we are bound to 
_" In the year when Paterson won the prize in presume, which he won on Leith Links, from 'our 
golfing, a game peculiar to the Scots (in which his auld enemies of England.' The title-deeds, how- 
ancestors had nine times won the same honour), he ever, render it probable that other stakes had been 
then raised this mansion, a victory more honourable played for with less success, In 1691 he grants 
than all the rest," a bond over the property for L-I-oo Scots. This is 
According to tradition, two English nobles at followed by letters of caption and horning, and 
Holyrood had a discussion with the royal duke other direful symptoms of legal assault, which 
as to the native country of golf , which he was pursue the poor golfer to his grave, and remain 
frequently in the habit of playing on the Links of behind as his sole legacy to his heirs." 
Leith with the Duke of Lauderdale and others, The whole tradition , however, is too serious to 
and which the two strangers insisted to be an be entirely overlooked, but may be taken by the 
English game as well. No evidence of this being reader for what it seems worth. 
forthcoming, while many Scottish Parliamentary Bailie Paterson's successor in the old mansion 
edicts, some as old as the days of James II., in was John, second Lord Bellenden of Broughton 
1457, could be quoted concerning the said game, and Auchnoule, Heritable Usher of the Exchequer, 
the Englishmen, who both vaunted their expertness, who married Mary, Countess Dowager of Dalhousie, 
offered to test the legitimacy of their pretensions and daughter of the Earl of Drogheda. Therein 
on the result of a match to be played by them he died in 1704, and was buried in the Abbey 
against His Royal Highness and any other Scots- Church; and as the Union speedily followed, like 
man he chose to select, After careful inquiry he other tenements so long occupied by the old 
chose a man named John Paterson, a poor shoe- courtiers in this quarter, the Golfers ' Land became, 
maker in the Canongate, but the worthy descendant as we find it now, the abode of plebeians, 
of a long line of illustrious golfers, and the associa- Immediately adjoining the Abbey Court-house 
tion will by no means surprise, even in the present was an old, dilapidated, and gable-ended mansion 
age, those who practise the game in the true old of no great height, but of considerable extent, 
Scottish spirit The strangers were ignominiously which was long indicated by oral tradition as the 
beaten, and the heir to the throne had the best of abode of David Rizzio. It has now given place 
this practical argument , while Paterson's merits to buildings connected with the Free Church of 
were rewarded by the stake played for, and he Scotland. Opposite these still remain some of 
built the house now standing in the Canongate. the older tenements of this once patrician burgh, 
On its summit he placed the Paterson anns-three distinguishable by their lofty windows filled in with 
pelicans 
'lI11led,- on a chief three mullets; crest, small square panes of glass; and on the south side 
a dexter-hand grasping a golf club, with the well- of the street, at its very eastern end, a series of 
known motto-FAR AND SURE. Concerning this pointed arches along the walls of the Sanctuary 
old and well-known tradition, Chambers says, "it Court-house, alone remain to indicate the venerable 
must be admitted there is some uncertainty. The Gothic porch and gate-house of the once famous 
house, the arms, and the inscriptions only indicate Abbey of Holyrood, beneath which all that was 
th1.t Paterson built the house after being victor at great and good, and much that was ignoble and 
golf, and that Pitcairn had a hand in decorating it." bad have passed and repassed in the days that are 
In this doubt Wilson goes further, and believes no more. 
that t?e Golfers ' . 
and was lost, not \Von , by the I This edifice, of which views from the east and 
gamblmg propensItIes of its owner. It was acquired west are still preserved, is supposed to have been 
by Nicol Paterson in 1609, a maltman in Leith, the work of "the g
od Abbot Ballantyne," who 
and from him it passed, in 1632, to his son John rebuilt the north side of the church in 1490. and 
(and Agnes Lyel, his spouse), who died 23rd April , to whom we shall have occasion to refer elsewhere. 
1663, as appears by the epitaph upon his tomb in His own mansion, or lodging, stood here on the 
the churchyard of Holyrood, which was extant in north side of the street, and the remains of it, 

Ia
tland's time, and the strange epitaph on which together "ith the porch, were recklessly destroyed 
IS gIven at length by :\Ionteith, He would appear \ and removed by the Hereditary Keeper of the 
to have been many times Bailie of the Canongate, Palace in 1753. 
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A little gable-ended house now occupies the dow on the ground floor, a cavity was found in 
site of the former, and was long known as the the solid wall, containing the skeleton of a child, 
dwelling of a very different personage, a Lucky with some remains of fine linen cloth in which it 
Spence, of unenviable notoriety, whose "Last had been wrapped. Our authority," says Wilson, 
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NISBET OF DIRLETON'S HOUSE. 


Advice" figures somewhat coarsely in the poems 
of Allan Ramsay. 
About 1833 a discovery was made, during some 
alterations in this house, which was deemed illus- 
trative of the desperate character of its seventeenth- 
century occupant. "In breaking out a new win- 


" a worthy shoemaker, who had occupied the house 
for forty-eight years, was present when the dis- 
covery was made, and described very graphically 
the amazement and horror of the workman, who 
threw away his crowbar, and was "ith difficulty 
persuaded to resume his operations." 
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Execution of the Marquis or Montrose-The First Dromedary in Scotland-The Streets Cleansed-Roxburgh House-London Stages of '7'2 
and 17S4-Re1igious Intolerance-Dec1
nsion of the Burgh. 
OF all the wonderful and startling spectacles wit- I impossible now to com'ey an adequate idea of the 
nessed amid the lapse of ages from the windows sensation excited in the city, when the people be- 
of the Canongate, none was perhaps more startling I came aware that the Gral1.lm, the victor in so 
and pitiful than the humiliating procession which many battles, and the slayer of so many thousands 
conducted the great Marquis of Montrose to his ,of the best troops of the Covenant, was almost at 
terrible doom. their gates. 
On the 18th of May, 1650, he was brought across Placed on a cart. horse, he was brought in by the 
the Forth to Leith, after his defeat and Clpture by eastern barrier of the city, as it was resolvt:d, hy 
the Covenanters at the battle of Invercarron, where the influence of his riyal and enemy. Argyle, to 
he had displayed the ro} al standard; and it is protract the spectacle of his humiliation as long as 
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possible, by compelling him to traverse the entire I Lady Mary Stuart, and the young couple were 
iength of the excited and tumultuous metropolis, there, with the l\Iarchioness, the Countess of Had- 
by the Canongate and High Street, "overlooked by dington, Sir Archibald Johnston of Warriston, and 
the loftiest houses in Europe, with their forestairs, others, to exult over the fallen Royalist. " Their 
balconies, bartizans, and outshots, that afforded malice was not confined to that," says l\1onteith 
every facility for beholding the spectacle. On this of Salmonet; "they caused the cart to be stopped 
day the whole length of that vast thoroughfare for some time before the Earl of l\Ioray's house, 
was one living mass of human beings; but for one where, by an unparalleled baseness, Argyle, with 
who had Come to pity, there were more than a the chief men of his cabal, who never durst look 
hundred whose hearts were filled with a tiger-like Montrose in the face while he IJad his sword in 
ferocity, which the clergy had inspired to a dan- his hand, appeared in the balcony in order to feed 
gerous degree, and for the most ungenerous pur- merrily their sight with a spectacle which struck 
pose." horror into all good men. But Montrose astonished 
The women of the kail-market and the" saints them with his looks, and his resolution confounded 
of the Bowhead" were all there, their tongues them." 
trembling with abuse, and their hands full of stones Then with broad vulgarity the marchioness spat 
or mud to launch at the head of the fallen Cavalier, full in his face! Argyle shrank back at this, and 
who passed through the Water Gate at four in an English Cavalier who stood among the crowd 
the afternoon, greeted by a storm of yells. Seated below reviled him sharply, while Lome and his 
on a lofty hurdle, he was bound with cords so I bride continued to toy and smile in the face of 
tightly that he was unable to raise his hands to the people. (" Wigton Papers.") 
save his face; preceded by the magistrates in I So protracted was this melancholy spectacle that 
their robes, he was bareheaded, his hat having I s{'ven o'clock had struck before the hurdle reached 
been torn from him. Though in the prime of man- the gate of the Tolbooth, where Montrose, when 
hood and perfection of manly beauty, we are told unbound, gave the executioner a gold coin, saying 
that he "looked p
le, worn, and hollow-eyed, for -" This is your reward, my man, for driving the 
many of the wounds he had received at Inver- cart." 
carron were yet green and smarting, A single I On the following day, Sunday, the ministers in 
horse drew the hurdle, and thereon sat the execu- their pulpits, according to Wishart, rebuked the 
tioner of the city, clad in his ghastly and sable people for not having stoned him. One declared 
livery, and wearing his bonnet as a mark of dis- that "he was a faggot of hell, and that he .1.1. 
respect." He was escorted by the city guard, under ready saw him burning," while he was constantly 
the notorious 
lajor Weir-Weir the wizard, whose taunted by Major Weir as "a dog, atheist, and 
terrible fate has been recorded elsewhere. murderer." 
In front marched a number of Cavalier pri- The story of 
fontrose's execution on the 21st 
soners, bareheaded and bound with cords. :\fany of I\fay, when he was hanged at the Cross on a 
of the people now shed' tears on witnessing this gibbet thirty feet high, with the record of his 
spectacle; but, says Kincaid, they were publicly battles suspended from his neck, how he died 
rebuked by the clergy, "who declaimed against with glorious magnanimity and was barbarously 
this movement of rebel nature, and reproached quartered, belongs to the general annals of the 
them with their profane tenderness;" while the nation; but the City Treasurer's account contains 
"Wigton Papers" state that how even the widows some curious items connected with that great legal 
and the mothers of those who had f,lllen in his tragedy:- 
wars wept for Montrose, who looked around him 
with the profoundest serenity as he proceeded 
up the Canongate, even when he came to .Moray 
House- 


.. Then, as the Graham looked upward, he met the ugly 
smile 
Of him "ho sold his J.ing for gold, the nl.l,ter-fiend 
Argyle! " 
On the broad stone balcony which there projects 
into the street was Argyle, with a gay brid.ll IXi.rty 
in their brave dres
es. Hi!' son, Lord Lome, had 
just been wedded to the Earl of ?I[oray's daughter} 


16 5 0 , Ffehruar, To making a scaffold at ye Cross 
for burning ye Earl of Montrose's papers, 
May 13. For making a seat on a cart to carry him 
from ye \Yater Gate to ye Tolbooth , 
" For making a high new gallows and 
double leather, and setting up a galbert 12 
" Pd. 6 workmen for carrying- ye trunk of 
his body and burying it in ye Burrow- 


280 


12 16 0 


8 4- 


muir 


200 


" 


Pd. the Lockman for making sd. grave 
deeper ane! covering it again 1 16 0 
Pd. for sharping the axe for striking 
away the head, leg-, and anns from 
the budy , 0 12 0 
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As a set-off aJaimt these items, we have the fol- repairs in this house, when Thomas Kinloch, Dea- 
lowing, in 1660-1, when Argyle's fate came:- I con of the Wrights in the Canongate, came "ith 
others, and violently carried off all the tools of 
To Alexander Davidson for a new axe to ye I 
Somerville and his workmen , on the "lea that the y 

Iaiden, and is to maintain it all ye days of his ... 
life , . 70 12 0 were not freemen of the burgh; and when the 
To 4 Drummers when ArgyÜ and 
rtJl1lton were tools were demanded formally, two days after, 
brought from Leith . 14 8 0 they were withheld. 
To 17 extra Drummers, 2 days, wh"n Montrose Robert, Earl of Roxburgh (who afterwards died 
was buried and Argyle executed 21 12 0 on his travels abroad), was then a minor, but his 
The marquis was interred amid great pomp in I curators resented the proceedings of Kinloch, and 
the Church of St. Giles at the Restoration; but sued him for riot and oppression. Apparently, if 
when a search was made for his remains in the I the Roxburgh mansion had been subject to the 
Chepman aisle, in April, 1879, no trace of them jurisdiction of the Canongate, the Privy Council 
whatever could be found there. I would have given no redress; but when the earl's 
Amid the gloom and horror of scenes such as ancestor, in 1636, had gi,'en up the superiority 
these executions, and the general events of the wars, of the Canongate, as he reserved his house to be 
of the Covenant, aU traces of gaiety, and especiaUy holden of the Crown, it was found that the local 
of theatrical entertainments, disappeared in Edin- corporation had no right to interfere with his 
burgh, as forbidden displays; but in January, 1659, I workmen, and Somerville's tools were restored to 
the citizens were regaled with the sight of a travel- him by order of the Council. 
ling dromedary, the first that had ever been in I Earl Robert was succeeded in this house by his 
Scotland. Nicoll describes it as "ane heigh great brother John, fifth Earl and first Duke of Rox- 
beast, callit ane dummodary, quhilk being keepit burgh, KG., who sold his Union vote for .;[500, 
clos in the Canongate, none had.a sight of it, with- I became Secretary of State for Scotland in 1716, 
out three pence the person. .., It was and died in 1741, 
very big, and of great height, cloven futted like: Long ere that time the effect of the Union had 
unto a kow, and on the bak ane saitt, as it were I done its worst upon the old court burgh. Maitland, 
a sadíI1 to sit on. Thair was brocht in with it ane writing in 1753, says :-"This place has suffered 
lytíI1 baboun, faced lyke unto an aip," I more by the ;.mion of the kingdoms than aU the 
In 1686 the public attendance at mass by some other parts of Scotland: for having, before that 
of the officers of state excited a tumult in the city, I period, been the residence of the chief of the 
and many persons of rank were insulted on return- I Scottish nobility, it was then in a flourishing con- 
ing therefrom by the rioters. One of these , a dition; but being deserted by them, many of their 
journeyman baker, was, by order of the Privy houses are fallen down, and others in a ruinous 
Council, whipped through the Canon gate, and condition; it is in a piteous case! .. 
ultimately the Foot Guards had to fire on the mob I Five years after the Union we find a London 
that assembled, coach announced as starting from the Canongate, 
In that year an Act of Parliament empowered the advertisement for which, with regard to expedi- 
the magistrates to impose a tax of .;[500 sterling tion, comfort, and economy, presents a curious con- 
yearly, for three years, to cleanse the town and trast to the announcements of to-day, and is worth 
Canongate, and free both from beggars; and in 1687 giving at length, as we find it in the Ncz<'castle 
the whole members of the College of Justice volun- Courant of October, 17 J 2. 
tarilyoffered to bear their fuU share of this tax, " Edinburgh, Berwick, Newcastle, Durham, and 
and appointed two of their body to be present when London Stage-coach begins on l\Ionday, 13th 
it was levied. October, 1712. All that desire to pass from 
In t692 we find an instance in the Canongate Edinbro' to London, or from London to Edinbro', 
of one of the many troubles which in those days or any place on that road, let them repair to :\lr. 
arose from corporation pri\ileges, by which the, John Baillie's, at the Coach and Horses at the head 
poor and industrious tradesman was made the of the Canongate, every Saturday, or the Black 
victim of monopoly. S7<>al1 in Holborn, every other Monday, at both of 
In the open ground which now surrounds !\Iílton which places they may be received in a stage-coach 
House, there stood in those days the mansion of which performs the whole journey in thirteen days, 
the Earls of Roxburgh, surrounded by a beautiful I without any stoppage (if God permit), having eighty 
garden. In October, 1692, William Somerville, a able horses to perform the whole stage. Each 
wright-burgess of the city, "as engaged on some passenger paying .;[4 lOS, for the whole journey, 
I 
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alowing each 20 lbs. weight, and al
 a,bove to pay I Canongate, every other Tuesday. '
In the winter 
6d. per lb. The coach sets off at SIX m the mOID- to set out from London and Edmburgh every 
ing. Performed by Henry Harrison, Nich. Spei&hl, other Monday morning, and to go to Burrowbridge 
Rob. Garbe, Rich. Croft." on Saturday night; and to set out from thence on 
"'hen we consider the cost of food on a thirteen Monday morning, and to get to London and Edin- 
days' journey, the fees to successive guards and burgh on Saturday night. Passengers to pay as 
drivers, the small allowance of luggage, and the I usual. Performed (if God permits) by your dutiful 
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THE CANONGATE-CONTINUATION EASTWARD OF PI.AN ON PAGE 5. (From Gordon 0/ Rothimrny's lIf"p.) 
8, Moray House; 30, Canongate Cross i 32, Canongate Tolbooth. 


overcharge, the contrast of travelling in the days' servant, HOSEA EASTGATE. Care is taken of small 
of Anne and Victoria seems great indeed. I parcels, according to their z'a/tie." 
In July, 1754, the Edillburgh Cotirallt advertises I A few years before this move in the way of pro- 
the stage-coach, ùrawn by six horses, with a pos- gress, the Canongate had been the scene of a little 
tillion on one of the leaders, as "a new, genteel, religious persecution; thlls we find that on a 
two-end glass machine, hung on steel springs; Sunday in the April of 1722 the Duchess Dowager 
exceeding light and easy, to go in ten days in of Gordon, Elizabeth Howard, daughter of the 
summer and twelve in wi
ter," setting out from Duke of Norfolk, venturing to have mass cele- 
Ho<;ea F astgate's, at the Coach alld Horses, Dean brated at her house in the Canongate for herself and 
Street, Soho, and from John Somerville's, in the some fifty other Roman Catholics, Bailie Hawthorn, 
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magistrate of the burgh, broke open the doors at I mers Izett, whose memory extended back to 
the head of an armed party, and seized the whole. I 1769," It includes two dukes, sixteen earls, two 
The ladies he permitted to de
art on 
ail, but John I dowag
r cou
tesses, seven lords, and seven lords 
\Vallace, the priest, he cast mto pnson; this he of seSSIOn, thirteen baronets , four commanders of 
did all the more zealously that some thirty-five years I the forces in Scotland, and five eminent men- 
before the latter had been-according to W odrow Adam Smith, Drs. Young, Dugald Stewart, Gardner, 
-a Protestant clergyman. Thomas Kennedy, the and Gregory; and he adds that the last blow was 
Lord Advocate, refused bail for him, though five given to the locality by the opening of the road 
persons of rank offered it. It was at length taken along the Calton Hill in 1817, which rendered it no 
to the extent of 5,000 merks, and failing to stand longer the avenue of approach to the city from the 
his trial under the statute of 1700, according to east. 
Arnot's .. Criminal Trials," he was outlawed. Among the last of the old noblesse who resided in 
Notwithstanding the gloom, ruin, and desertion it was the Lady Janet Sinclair, daughter of William, 
of which Maitland wrote in 1753, many persons of Lord Strathnaver (who died in July, 1720). She 
rank and note continued to linger in the Canon- was the relict of George Sinclair of Ulbster, and 
gate, and a curious list of them is given by Robert mother of Sir John Sinclair, the famous agriculturist. 
Chambers, as taken down by .. the late \\fr. Chal- She died in her seventy-eighth year, in June, 1795. 


CHAPTER III. 
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Closes and Alleys on the North Side-Flesh-market and Coull's Closes-Canongate High School-Rae's Close-Kinloch's Lodging-New Street 
and its Residents-Hall of the Shoemakers-Sir Thos. Dalyell-The Canongate Washhouse-Panmure House-Hannah Robertson-The 
White Horse Hostel-Tne Water Gate, 


Ar-IONG the earliest breaches made in the Old 
Town by the City Improvement Trustees were 
those at the head of the Canongate , where several 
closes were swept away, especially on the north 
side, where we now find the entrances to Jeffrey 
and Cranston Streets. 
The first of these was the old Fleshmarket Close 
(which adjoined Leith Wynd on the east), once a 
thickly-peopled locality, but a cul-de-sac, the bottom 
of which was blocked up by ancient buildings, 
On the west side of this squalid and filthy alley 
there stood a mansion, the interior of which pre- 
sented undoubted evidence of its magnificence in 
the sixteenth century, as it had among its many 
carved details a beautifully canopied, cusped, and 
ornate Gothic niche, with two shields, of which a 
drawing has been preserved, and which, in de- 
tails, is identical with thO!:e found in the palace 
of Mary of Guise. Traditionally it was named 
.. the old Parliament House," wherein it is sup- 
posed the Regent Lennox, with Morton, Mar, 
Glencairn, and others, held their meetings in the 
troublesome time subsequent to the enforced abdi- 
cation of Queen Mary. At the foot of the close 
there was once an opening to the old Flesh-market 
of the Canongate-hence its name-an area shown 
in Edgar's map as entered by a gate, and measuring 
about 100 feet by 60. 
Coull's Close lay next, with a very narrow en- 
51 


trance, and latterly it opened into Macdowal Street, 
and long exhibited-ere it absolutely tumbled into 
ruins-many a sculptured doorway, and many an 
inscription dictated by the piety or pride of its 
fonner inhabitants, of whom not even the name 
can now be traced. 
The High School Close adjoined it, so named 
as leading to a large and handsome edifice which 
stood in an open court at its foot, and was long 
occupied as the burgh High School. In the 
central pediment, which bore a sundial, was the 
date 1704, and Dutch-looking dormer windows 
studded its roof, but the school had a date far 
beyond the days of Queen Anne; it appears to 
have been founded by the monks of Holyrood, 
and is referred to in a charter granted by James V. 
in 1529; therein mention is made of Henryson, 
clerk and orator of the monastery, having taught 
with success in the grammar school of the Canon- 
gate, and many notices of this old educational 
establishment occur in the Register of the Burgh, 
printed in the" Maitland Club Miscellany." 
Under date 5th of April, 1580, Gilbert Tailyour, 
schoolmaster, renounced his gift of the school, 
given him for his lifetime by Adam Bothwell, 
Bishop of Orkney, in favour of the bailies and 
Council, who therefore restored it to him. 
Of .l\1idcommon Close, a narrow , blocked-up, and 
tortuous aller, little more is known than the name; 
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but there once stood on its eastern side a stately Kinloch's mansion and that which adjoined it- 
old tenement, bearing the date 1614, with this pious the abode of the Earls of Angus-were pulled 
legend: I. TAKE. THE. LORD. JESUS. AS. MV. O"",LV, down about '760, when New Street was built, "a 
ALL. SUFFICIENT. PORTION. TO. CONTENT. !liE. This curious sample of fashionable modern improve- 
was cut in massive Roman letters, and the house mem, prior to the bold scheme of the New Town," 
was adorned by handsome dormer winùows and and first called Young Street, according to Kincaid. 
moulded stringcourses; but ofthe person who dwelt Though sorely faded and decayed, it still presents 
therein no memory remains. And the same must a series of semi-aristocratic, detached, and not in- 
be said of the edifices in the closes called Morocco digent mansions of the plain form peculiar to the 
and Logan's, and several others, time. Among its inhabitants were Lords Kames 
Between these two lies Rae's Close, very dark and and Hailes, Sir Philip Ainslie, the Lady Betty 
narrow, leading only to a house with a back green, Anstruther, Christian Ramsay daughter of the poet, 
beyond which can be seen the Calton Hill. In Dr, Young the eminent physician, and others. 
the sixteenth century this alley was the only open Henry Home, Lord Kames, who was raised 
thoroughfare to the north between Leith Wynd to the bench in 1752, occupied a self-contained 
and the Water Gate, In 1568 the foot of it was house at the head of the street facing the Canon- 
closed by a stone wall for security, and there was I gate on the east side, and then deemed one of 
ordered to be "cast ane stank at the slope yatt comis the best in the city; thus strangers were taken by 
fra the J listice Clark landis to the Abbaye, on the their friends to see it as one of the local sights, 
south side of this burghe," In 1574 a gate with a with its front of grooved ashlar-work. Born in 
secure lock was placed upon it for the same purpose. 1695, he early exhibited great talent with profound 
In 1647 only three open thoroughfares are shown legal knowledge, and the mere enumeration of his 
to the north-one the Tolbooth Wynd-and all are works on law and history would fill a large page. 
closed by arched gates in a wall bounding the He was of a playful disposition, and fond of prac- 
Canongate on the north, and lying parallel with a tical jokes; but during the latter part of his life 
long watercourse flowing away towards Craigen- he entertained a nervous dread that he would out- 
tinnie, and still extant. live his noble faculties, and was pleased to find 
Kinloch's Close, described in 1856 as "short, that by the rapid decay of his frame he would 
dark, and horrible," took its name from Henry escape that dire calamity; and he died, after a brief 
K;nloch, a wealthy burgess of the Canongate in illness, in 1782, in the eighty-seventh year of his 
the days of Queen Mary, who committed to his age. The great Dr. Hunter, of the Tron church, 
hospitality, in 1565, when she is said to have afterwards lived and died in this house. 
acceded to the League of Bayonne, the French Lord Hailes, to whom we have referred else- 
ambassadors M. de Rambouillet and Clernau, where, resided during his latter years in New 
who came on a mission from the Court of France. Street; but prior to his promotion to the bench 
The object of their visit, however, was probably he generally lived at New Hailes. His house, 
to invest Darnley with the order of St. Michael. No. 23, was latterly possessed by 1\lr. Ruthven, the 
They had come through England with a train of ingenious improver of the Ruthven printing-press. 
thirty-six mounted gentlemen. After presenting Christian Ramsay, the daughter of '" honest 
themselves before the king and queen at Holy- Allan," and so named from her mother, Christian 
rood, according to the "Diurnal of Occurrents," Ross, lived for many years in New Street. She 
they "there after depairtit to Reny K ynloches was an amiable and kind-hearted woman, and 
lugeing in the Cannogait besyid Edinburgh." possessed something of her fathers girt of verse. 
A few days after Darnley was solemnly invested In her seventy-fourth year she was thrown down 
with the collar of St. Michael in the abbey church; by a hackney-coach and had her leg broken; yet 
and on the 11th of February the ambassadors were she recovered, and lived to be eighty-eight. Lead- 
banqueted, and a masked ball was given, when ing a solitary life, she took a great fancy to cats, 
" the Queenis Grace and all her Maries and ladies and besides supporting many in her house, cosily 
1,'ere ded in !neil'S apparel!," and each of them pre- disposed of in bandboJo..es, she laid out food for 
sented a sword, "brawlie and maist artificialIie others around her house. "Not a word of obloquy 
made and embroiderit with gold, to the said am- would she listen to against the species," says the 
b.lssatour and his gentlemen," Next day they were author of "Traditions of Edinburgh," "alleging, 
banqueted in the castle by the Earl of Mar, and when any wickedness of a cat was spoken of, that 
on the next ensuing they took their departure for the animal must have acted under provocation, 
.France 1'iî England. I for hy nature, she asserteò, they were harmless. 
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Often did her maid go with morning messages to her 
friends, inquiring, with her comphments, after their 
pet cats. Good .Miss Ramsay was also a friend 
to horses, and indeed to all creatures. When she 
observed a carter ill-treating his horse she would 
march up to him, tax him with cruelty, and by the 
very earnestness of her remonstrances arrest the 
barbarian's hand. So, also, when she saw one 
labouring in the street with the appearance of 
detective diet, she would send rolls to its master, 
entreating him to feed the animal. These peculiari- 
ties, though a little eccentric, are not unpleasing; 
and I cannot be sorry to record those of the 
daughter of one whose head and heart were an 
honour to his country." 
The hideous chapel of ease built in New Street 
in 1794 occupied the site of the houses of Henry 
Kinloch and the Earls of Angus, the latter of which 
formed during the eighteenth century the banking 
office of the unfortunate linn of Douglas, Heron, 
and Co., whose failure spread ruin and dismay 
far and wiele in Scotland, 
Little Jack's Close, a narrow alley leading by a 
bend into New Street, and Big Jack's Close, which 
led to an open court, adjoin the thoroughfare of 
1760, and both are doubtless named from some 
forgotten citilCn or speculative builder of other 
days. 
In the fonner stood the hall of the once wealthy 
corporation of the Cordiners or Shoemakers of the 
Canongate, on the west side, adorned with all 
the insignia of the craft, and furnished for their 
convlvialia with huge taHes and chairs of oak, in 
addition to a carved throne, surmounted by a 
crownerl paring-knife, and dated 1682, for the 
solemn inauguration of King Crispin on St. Crispin's 
Day, the 25th of October, 
This corporation can be traced back to the loth 
of June, 1574, when William Quhite was elected 
Deacon of the Cordiners in the Canongate, in 
place of the late Andrew Purvis. 
It was of old their yearly custom to elect a 
king, who held his court in this Corporation Hall, 
from whence, after coronation, he was borne in 
procession through the streets, attended by his 
subject sou tel'S clad in fantastic habiliments. Lat- 
terly he was conducted abroad on a finely- 
caparisoned horse, and clad in ermined robes, 
attended by mock officers of state and preceded 
by a champion in armour; and in fooleries such 
as these the funds of the corporation became, in 
time, utterly exhausted before the close of the last 
century, 
The Shoemakers' Close 
last century, the abode of 


as Geordie Cranstoun, who figures twice in Kay's 
remarkable portraits, 
In Big Jack's Close there was extant, until 
within a few years ago, the town mansion of 
General Sir Thomas D.llydl of Binns, commander- 
in-chief of the Scottish forces, whose beard remained 
uncut after the death of Charles I., and who raised 
the Scots Greys on the 25th of November, 1681, 
and clad them first in grey uniiorm, and at their 
head served as a merciless persecutor of the out- 
lawed Covenanters, with a zest born of his service 
in Russia. The chief apartment in this house 
has been described as a large hall, with an arched 
or coach roof, adorned, says Wilson, with a painting 
of the sun in the centre, surrounded by gilded rays 
on an a.lure dome. Sky, clouds, and silver stars 
filled up the remaining space. The large windows 
were partially closed with oak shutters in the old 
Scottish fashion, " The kitchen also was worthy of 
notice, for a fireplace formed of a plain circular 
arch, of such unusual dimensions that popular 
credulity might have assigned it for the perpetra- 
tion of those rites it had ascnbed to him of spitting 
and roasting his miserable captives! . 
.-\ chapel formerly stood on the site of the open 
court, but all traces of it were removed in 1779. 
It is not at all inconsistent with the character of 
the fierce old Cavalier that he should have erected 
a private chapel for his own use." 
It was to this house in Big ] ack's Close that 
the Rev. John Blackadder was brought a prisoner 
in 1681, guarded by soldiers under Johnstone, the 
town major, and accompanied by his son Thomas, 
who died a merchant in New England, and where 
that interview took place which is related in 
"Blackadder's Memories," by D. A. Crichton :- 
"I have brought you a prisoner," said l\Iajor 
Johnstone, 
"Take him to the guard," said Dalyell, who was 
about to walk forth. 
On this, the poor divine, whose emotions must 
have been far from enviable in such a terrible pre- 
sence, said, timidly, "May I speak with you a little, 
sir? " 
"Y Oll have already spoken too much, sir," replied 
l>alyell, whose blood always boiled at the sight of a 
Covenanter, "and I should hang you with my own 
hands over that outshot ! " 
On this, Major Johnstone, dreading what might 
ensue, took hastily away his prisoner, who, by order 
of the Privy Council, was sent to the Bass Rock, 
escorted by a party of the Life Guards, and there 
he died, a captive, in his seventieth year. 
was, at the end of the In the Tulhooth \\'yncl, on the east side thereof 
a cmious dwarf, known I and near the foot, was built the old Charity Work- 
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house of the burgh. It was established by subscrip- 
tion, and opened for the reception of the poor in 
1761, the expense being defrayed by collections at 
the church doors and voluntary contributions, 
without any assessment whatever; and in those days 
the managers were chosen annually from the public 


at the foot of Monroe's Close, and bore, till within 
the last few years, the appearance of those partly 
quadrangular manor-houses so common in Scot- 
land during the seventeenth century, It became 
greatly altered after being brought into juxtaposition 
with the prosaic details of the Panmure Iron 
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societies of the Canongate. The city plan of 1647 
shows but seven houses within the gate, on the 
west side of the Wynd, and open gardens on the 
other, eastward nearly to the Water Gate. 
Panmure Close, the third alley to the eastward- 
one with a good entrance, and generally more 
pleasant than most of those narrow old streets-is 
so named from its having been the access to Pan- 
mure House, an ancient mansion, which still remains 
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Foundry, but it formed the town residence of the 
Earls of Panmure, the fourth of whom, James, who 
distinguished himself as a volunteer at the siege of 
Luxemburg, and was Privy Councillor to James 
VII., a bitter opponent of the Union, lost his title 
and estates after the battle of Sheriffmuir, and died, 
an exile, in Paris. His nephew , William Maule, 
who served in the Scots Guards at Dettingen ami 
Fontenoy, obtained an Irish peerage in 1743 as Earl 
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Panmure of Forth, and was the last who possessed From her published memoir-which, after its first 
this house, in which he was resident in the middle appearance in 1792, reached a tenth edition in 
of the last century, and was succeeded in it by the 1806, and was printed by James Tod in Forrester's 
Countess of Aberdeen. Wynd-and from other sources, we learn that she 
From 1778 till his death, in 1790, it fornled the was the widow of Robert Robertson, a merchant 
residence of Adam Smith, author of "The Wealth in Perth, and was the daughter of a burgess named 
of Nations," after he came to Edinburgh as Com- George Swan, son of Charles II. and Dorothea 
missioner of the Customs, an appointment obtained Helena, daughter of John Kirkhoven, Dutch baron 
by the friendship of the Duke of Buccleuch. A few of Ruppa, the beautiful Countess of Derby, who had 
days before his death, at Panmure House, he gave an intrigue with the king during the protracteù 
orders to destroy all his manuscripts except some absence of her husband in Holland, Charles, eighth 
detached essays, which were afterwards published earl, who died in 1672 without heirs. 
by his executors, Drs, Joseph Black and James According to her narrative, the child was given 
Hutton, and his library, a valuable one, he left to to nurse to the wife of Swan, a gunner at Windsor, 
his llephew, Lord Reston, From that old mansion a woman whose brother, Bartholomew Gibson, was 
the philosopher was borne to his grave in an ob- the king's farrier at Edinburgh; and it would 
scure nook of the Canongate churchyard. During further appear that the latter obtained on trust for 
the last years of his blameless life his bachelor George Swan, from Charles II. or his brother the 
household had been managed by a female cousin, Duke of York, a grant of lands in New Jersey, 
Miss Jeanie Douglas, who acquired a great control where Gibson's son died about 1750, as would 
over him. -.;_ appear from a notice in the 
At the end of Panmure Close 
I ,
.

 """'

 London Chr,J1licle for 177 1 , 
was the mansion of John Be all this as it may, the old 
Hunter, a wealthy burgess, who . ".JI.... , . i,
J r ..' ,
 ' lady referred to was a great 
was Treasurer of the Canongate ' ;111'1 J 
 ' '\L 
\:!....1 
 ' ,' I, favourite with all those of 
in 1568, and who built it in , t " Jacobite proclivities, and at the 
15 6 5, when Mary was on the' dinners of the Jacobite Club 
v , " .,'J . . 
throne, \ 11son refers to it as always sat on the right hand of 
LINTEL OF JOHN HUNTER'S HOUSE, 
the earliest private edifice in PANMURE CLOSE. the president, till her death, 
the burgh, and says "it con- CFr"", a Drawl>ll[ bJ' tlte AutluJr.) which occurred in Little Loch- 
sists. like other buildings ot end Close in 1808, when she 
the period, of a lower erection of stone with a I had attained her eighty-fourth year, and a vast 
forestair leading to the first floor, and an orna- concourse attended her funeral, which took place 
mental turnpike within, affording access to the in the Friends' burial-place at the Pleasance. 
upper chambers. At the top of a very steep Unusually tall in stature, and beautiful even in old 
wooden stair, constructed alongside of the latter, age, her figure, with black velvet capuchin and 
a very rich specimen of carved oak panelling cane, was long familiar in the streets of Edinburgh. 
remains in good preservation, adorned with the From a passage in the" Edinburgh Historical Re- 
Scottish lion, di;;played within a broad wreath and gister" for 1791-2, she would appear to have been 
surrounded by a variety of ornaments, The door- a futile applicant for a pension to the Lords of the 
way of the inner turnpike bears on the sculptured Treasury, though she had many powerful friends, 
lintel the initials T. H., a shield charged with a including the Duchess of Gordon and the Countess 
chevron, and a hunting horn in base, and the of Northesk, to whom she dedicated a book named 
date 1565." It bore also a comb with six teeth. "The Lady's School of Arts," 
It was demolished in August, 1853. One of the most picturesque and interesting 
A little lower down are Big and Little Lochend houses in the Canongate is one situated in what 
Closec;, which join each other near the bottom and was called Davidson's Close, the old "White Horse 
run into the North Back of the Canongate. In the Hostel," on a dormer window of which is the date 
former are some good houses, but of no great anti- 1603. It was known as the "White Horse II a 
quity. One of these was occupied by Mr. Gordon century and more before the accession of the 
of Carlton in 1784; and in the other, during the House of Hanover, and is traditionally said to 
close of the last and first yedrs of the present cen- have taken its name from a favourite white palfrey 
tury, there resided a remarkable old lady, named when the range of stables that form its basement 
Mrs. Hannah Robertson. who was well known in her had been occupied as the royal mews. The ad- 
time as a reputeù grand-daughter of Charles II. jacent Water Gate took its name from a great 
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horse-pond which was, no doubt, an appendage of I Keith as a man of sweet disposition and most 
this establishment In 1639, when Charles I. had venerable aspect. He died on the 20th of March, 
made his first peace with the Covenanters, and 1720, in his sister's house in the Canon gate, 
came temporarily to Berwick, he sent messages to "Tradition," says Chambers, "points to the floor, 
the chief nobles of the National Church party to immediately above the porte-cochère (of the White 
have a conference with him, Horse), by which the stable-yard is entered, as the 
In obedience to this, with their various retinues, humble mansion in which the bishop breathed his 
they were all mounting their horses in the yard last, I know at least one person who never goes 
of this inn, to which a kind of arched porte-cochère past the place without an emotion of respect, 
gives access from the main street, when a mob, remembering the self-abandoning devotion of the 
taught wisely by the clergy to distrust a monarch Scottish prelates to their engagements at the Revo- 
who was under English influences, compelled them lution:' 
to desist and abandon their intended jOluney. A barrier called the Water Gate, existing now 
The Earl of Montrose alone broke through all only in name, closed the lower end of the street on 
restraint; he went to the king, and from thence- the north side. It was by this avenue that the 
forward was lost to the cause of the Covenant for English entered Edinburgh in 1544, and advanced 
ever. to their futile attack on the Castle. It was the 
The invariable mode of a gentleman setting out principal entrance from the east, not only to the 
for London in those days was to come to the Canongate, but to the whole city prior to the 
White Horse with his saddle-bags, boots, and North Bridge; nearly all public entrances were 
gambadoes, and there engage a suitable roadster made by it, and many State prisoners, on their way 
to convey him the whole way. In more recent to execution, have passed through it; but the 
times it was associated with the Cavalier officers Water Gate, and the" Post and yet passand in to 
and Highland gentleman of Charles Edward's the Abbaye Knok," have long been numbered with 
picturesque court, and the quarters of Scott's the past. A single rib, or arch of wood, sur- 
hero, Captain Waverley. According to a passage mounted by a ball, indicated the locality latterly, 
in the Gent/ellla/l's Magazine for r786, there were till it was blown down in 1822. 
then set apart, "in the inns at Edinburgh, Glasgow, According to the" City Records," the Council 
&c., English rooms, where English travellers could granted to the Baron Bailie, of the Canongate, as 
eat and converse together," a gift of escheat, all the goods and chattels of 
When the White Horse ceased to be an inn is witches found therein; accordingly that official, in 
unknown, but the vicinity is connected with the 1661, was not long in discovering a certain 
memory of more than one Episcopal dignitary. Barbara Mylne, who Janet Allen, burnt for witch- 
A tenement which serves to complete the courtyard craft, once saw enter by the 'Yater Gate in the 
is pointed out as the residence of John Paterson, "likeness of a calt, and did change her garment 
Bishop of Edinburgh in r679, a special object of under her owin staire, and went into her house," 
hate to the Covenanters, as he had been chaplain Canongate dues were long levied at the site of the 
to the cruel and brutal Duke of Lauderdale. gate after it had ceased to exist; but on the fall of 
After his translation to Glasgow in r687, he was the ornamental structure referred to, the fishwomen 
succeeded by Bishop Alexander Rose, who was of Musselburgh and Newhaven stoutly refused 
ejected in the following year by the Revolution payment of all burghal customs on the contents of 
party-the last survivor of established Episcopacy their creels, till the magistrates again restored-but 
in Edinburgh. He has been described by Bishop I for a time only-the arch of wood across the street. 


CHAPTER IV. 


THE CANONGATE (contin"dJ. 
Closes and Alleys On the South Side-Chesse\'s Court The Canongate Theatre-Riots Therein-" Douglas " Performed-Mr, Digge<; and Mrs. 
Hellamy-SL John'. Close-St. John's Street and its Residents-The Hammerman's Close-Horse Wynd, Abbey-House of Lord Napier. 


LIKE most burghs in former ages, the Canongate I "claise ;md pasements thereto." This official was 
hail a piper, of whom repeated notices occur in the I superseded in 1587 by a drummer, whose duty it 
treasurer's accounts, with reference at times to his was to beat through the streets at "ffour houres in 



Canongate. I 


THE CANONGA TE THEATRE. 


23 


the morning;" and of the sanitary state of the 
community in those days some idea may be gathered 
from the fact that swine ran loose in the Canon- 
gate till 1583, when an attempt was made to put 
down the nuisance. In the city this was done 
earlier, as we find that in 1490 the magistrates 
ordain "the lokman, quhairwer he fyndis ony 
swyne betwix the Castell and the N etherbow upon 
the Gaitt"'- to seize them, with a fine of fourpence 
upon each sow taken. 
Again, in 1506, swine found in the streets or 
kennels arc to be slaughtered by the "lokman" and 
escheated ; and in 1513 swine were again forbidden 
to wander, under pain of the owners being banished, 
and each sow to be escheat, At the same time 
fruit was forbidden to be sold on the streets, or in 
crames, "holden thairupon, under the pain of 
escheitt "-that is, of forfeit. 
In 1562 no flesh was to be eaten or even cooked 
on Friday or Saturday, under a penalty of ten 
pounds; and in 1563 all markets were forbidden 
in the streets upon Sunday. 
Among the first operations of the Improvement 
Trust were the demolitions at the head of St. 
Mary's Wynd, including with them the removal of 
the Closes of Hume and Boyd, the first alleys at 
the head of the street on the south side, and the 
erection on their site of lofty and airy tenements in 
a species of Scottish style. 
Four alleys to the eastward, Bell's, Gillon's, Gibbs' 
and Pirie's Closes, all narrow, dark, and filthy, 
have been without history or record; but Chessel's 
Court, numbered as 240, exhibits a very superior 
style of architecture, and in 1788 was the scene of 
that daring robbery of the Excise Office which 
brought to the gallows the famous Deacon Brodie 
and his assistant, thus closing a long career of 
secret villainy, his ingenuity as a mechanic giving 
him every facility in the pursuits to which he 
addicted himself. "It was then customary for the 
shopkeepers of Edi,nburgh to hang their keys upon 
a nail at the back of their doors, or at least to take 
no pains in concealing them during the day. Brodie 
used to take impressions of them in putty or clay, 
a piece of which he used to carry in the palm of his 
hand. He kept a blacksmith in his pay, who 
forged exact copies of the keys he wanted, and 
with these it was his custom to open the shops of 
his fellow-tradesmen during the night." 
I n a house of Chessel's Court there died, in 1354, 
an aged maiden lady of a very ancient Scottish 
stock-Elizabeth Wardlaw, daughter of Sir William 
Wardlaw, Bart., of the line of Balmule and Pitreavie 
in Fifeshire. 
In the Pla)'house Close, a clil-de-sac, and its 


neighbour the Old Playhouse Close, a narrow and 
gloomy alley, we find the cradle of the legitimate 
drama in Edinburgh. 
In the former, in 1747, a theatre was opened, on 
such a scale as was deemed fitting for the Scottish 
capital, where the drama had skulked in holes 
and corners since the viceregal court had departed 
from Holyrood, in the days of the Duke of Albany 
and York. From 1727 till after 1753 itinerant 
companies, despite the anathemas of the clergy, 
used with some success the Tailors ' Hall in the 
Cowgate, which held, in professional phraseology, 
from .;[40 to .;[45 nightly. In the first-named year 
a Mr. Tony Alston endeavoured to start a theatre, 
in the same house which saw the failure of poor 
Allan Ramsay's attempt, but the Society of High 
Constables endeavoured to suppress his" abomin- 
able stage plays;" and when the clergy joined 
issue with the Court of Session against him, his 
performances had to cease. But, according to 
Wodrow, there had been some talk of building 
another theatre as early as 1728. 
In 1746 the foundation of the theatre within a 
back area (near St. John's Cross), now called the 
Playhouse Close. was laid by Mr. John Ryan, a 
London actor of considerable repute in his day, 
who had to contend with the usual opposition of the 
ignorant or illiberal, and that lack of prudence and 
thrift incidental to his profession generally. The 
house was capable of holding .;[70; the box seats 
were half-a-crown, the pit one-and-sixpence; and 
for several years it was the scene of good acting 
under Lee, Digges, Mrs. Bellamy, and 1\1rs. Ward. 
After the affair of 1745 the audiences were apt 
to display a spirit of political dissension. On the 
anniversary of the battle of Culloden, in 1749, some 
English officers who were in the theatre commanded 
the orchestra, in an insolent and unruly manner, 
to strike up an obnoxious air known as Culloden; 
but in a spirit of opposition, and to please the 
people, the musicians played " You're welcome, 
Charlie Stuart." The military at once drew their 
swords and attacked the defenceless musicians and 
players, but were assailed by the audience with 
torn-up benches and every missile that couid be 
procured. The officers now attempted to storm 
the galleries; but the doors were secured. They 
were then vigorously attacked in the rear by the 
Highland chairmen with their poles, disarmed, and 
most ignominiously drubbed and expelled; but in 
consequence of this and similar disturbances, bills 
were put up notifying that no music would be 
played but sllch as the management selected, 
Another disturbance ensued soon after, occa- 
sioned by the performance of Garrick's farce, " High 
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Life below Stairs," which the fraternity of footmen 
bitterly resented, and resolved to stop, On the 
second night of its being announced, Mr. Love, 
one of the management, came upon the stage and 
read a letter containing the most bitter denuncia- 
tions of vengeance upon all concerned if the piece 
should be performed. It was, nevertheless, pro- 
ceeded with, and the gentlemen who were in the 
theatre having provided accommodation for their 
servants in the gallery, the moment the farce began 
"a prodigious noise was heard from that quarter." 
The liverymen 
were ordered to 
be silent, but 
without success, 
Their masters, as- 
sisted by some 
others of the 
"'" 
audience, en- ::::.., - 
deavoured to quiet 
them by force; 
swords and sticks 
were freely re- 
sorted to, but it 
was not until after 
a tough battle that 
the gentlemen of 
 
the cloth were 
fairly expelled; 
"and servan ts 
from this time 
were deprived of 
the freeòom of the 
theatre." 
About 1752 Mr. 
Lee purchased 
the Can on gate 
Theatre from the original proprietors for .;[648 and 
.;[IOO per annum during the lives of the lessees; 
but he failed in his engagement, and James Callen- 
der, a merchant of the city, undertook to conduct 
the business, with Mr. Digges as stage manager, 
Callender soon after resigned his charge to Mr. 
David Beatt, another citizen, who had ventured in 
the past time to read Prince Charles's proclama 
lions at the Cross. Mr, Love also withdrew from the 
charge, and was succeeded by Mr. John Dawson 
of Newcastle; but dissensions arose among the 
performers themselves. Two partie.; were formed in 
the theatre , which, during a performance of " Ham- 
let," they utterly wrecked and demolished, and set 
on fire in a riot, to the supreme delight of all 
opponents of the drama. 
Legal actions and counter-actions ensued; the 
house was again fitted up, and nothing of interest 


""'-- 


occurred till the night of the 14th December, 1756, 
when, to the dismay of all Scotland, there was 
brought out the tragedy of " Douglas," written by 
the pen of a minister of the kirk! 
The original cast was thus :-Douglas, Mr. 
Digges; Lord Randolph, Mr. Younger; Glenalvon, 
Mr. Love; Norval, Mr. Hayman; Lady Randolph, 
Mrs, Ward; Anna, Mrs. Hopkins. 
With redoubled zeal the clergy returned to the 
assault, and though they could no more crush the 
players, they compelled John Home, the author of 
the obnoxious 
tragedy, to "re- 
nounce the orders 
that had been 
tarnished by a 
composition so 
unwonted and un- 
clerical." Ulti- 
mately he became 
captain in the Buc- 
cleuch F encÏbles, 
and lived long 
enough to see the 
prejudices of many 
of his countrymen 
pass away; but he 
was long viewed 
with obloquy. 
"To account for 
this extraordinary 
"::i1Ì:.
r phenomenon," 
says Dr. Carlisle, 
" so far down in 
the eighteenth cen- 
tury, it is to be 
observed that not 
a few well-meaning people and all the zealots of 
the time were seriously offended with a clergyman 
for writing a tragerly, even with a virtuous tendency, 
and with his brethren for giving him countenance. 
They were joined by others out of mere emy." 
The Presbytery of Edinburgh suspended all 
clergymen who had witnessed the representation 
of "Douglas," and at the same time" emitted an 
admonition and exhortation, levelled against all 
who frequented what they supposed to be the 
Temple of the Father of Lies, and ordered it to be 
read in all the churches within their bounds." 
The personal elegance of Digges and the rare 
beauty of Mrs, Bellamy were traditionally re- 
membered in the beginning of the present century, 
and made them even objects of interest to those 
by whom their scandalous life was regarded with 
just reprehension, They lived in a small country 
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house at Bonnington, near Leith. It is remembered 
that Mrs, Bellamy was extremely fond of singing 
birds, and when visiting GlasgO\v \\as wont to have 
them carried by a porter all the way, lest they 
might suffer by the jolting of a carriage. and 
people wondered to hear of ten guineas being 
e
pended for such a purpose. "Persons under 
the social ban for their irregular lives often win the 
love of individuals by their benevolence and sweet- 
ness of disp05ition-qualities, it is to be remarked, 
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front land, through which an arch gi\-e!i access to 
the old Playhouse Close, is a fine specimen of the 
Scottish street architecture in the time of Charles I. 
It has a row of dormer \\Ïndows, with another of 
storm-windows on a steep roof, that I'eminds one 
of those in Bruges and Antwerp. Over a doorway 
within the close is an orn,lI11ental tablet, the 
inscription on which has become defaced, and the 
old theatre itself has long since given place to 
private dwellings. In one of these li\ed, in 178-1, 
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CHESSEL'S BUII.DI:>IGS. (From a Drawing by Storff', pub/i.lud ill 1820.) 


nct unlikely to have been concerned in their first 
trespasses. This was the case "ith :\lrs. Bellamy. 
Her waiting-maid, Anne \Vaterstone, who is men- 
tioned in her' :\lemoirs,' lived many years after in 
Edinburgh, and continued to the last to adore the 
memory of her mi<;tress. Nay, she was, from this 
cause, a zealous friend of all players, and would 
never allow a slighting remark upon them to pass 
unreproved. It \\as curious to find in a poor old 
Scotchwoman of the humbler class such a sympathy 
\\ ith the follies and eccentricitie
 of the children 
(If Thespis." 
The erection of the N 
w Theatre Royal in the 
e\.tended roy.llty eclips
d its predece
sor in the 
Canongate, \\ hich was deserted in 17Ó7. The 
52 


a man named \\'ilson Gavin, whose name appears 
in " Pet
r Williamson's Directory" as an "Excellent 
Shoemaker and I eather Tormentor." 
The adjoining alley, St. John's Close, is open 
towards St. John's Street. Narrow and ancient, it 
shows o\'Cr a door-lintel on its ",est side the 
legend, \\ithin a sunk panel, THE LORD IS ONLY ,1\ 
Sl'PORT. The doorway is but three feet wide. 

ear this a spacious elliptical arcll\\ay gi\es 
access to 81. John's Street, so named with reference 
to St. John's Cross, a broad, airy, and handsome 
thoroughfare, "one of the heralds of the :\e\\ 
1'0\\ n," and assoriated with the names of many of 
the Scott,sh aristocracy who lingered in the old 
city, \\ ith judges and country gentlemen. By a 
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date over a doorway in it, this street had been in I religious character of his family to be its highest 
progress in 1768. distinction. He was an indulgent landlord, a 
At the head of the street, with its front windows munificent benefactor to the poor, and a friend to 
overlooking the Canongate, is the house on the alL" 
first floor of which was the residence of }OIrs. Telfer No. I SI. John Street was the house of Sir 
of Scots town, the sister of Tobias Smollett, who was Charles Preston, Bart., of Valleyfield, renowned for 
her guest in 1766, on his second and last visit to his gallant defence of Fort St, John against the 
his native country, and where, though in feeble American general Montgomery, when major of the 
health, he mixed with the best society of the Cameronians, No. 3 was occupied by Lord 
capital, the men and manners of which he so Blantyre; NO.5 by George Earl of Dalhousie, who 
graphically portrays in his last novel, "Humphrey was Commissioner to the General Assembly from 
Clinker," a work in which fact and fiction are 1777 to 1782; No.8 was the house of Andrew 
curiously blended, and in which he mentions that Carmichad the last Earl of H yndford. 
he owed an introduction into the literary circles to In No. IO resided James Ballantyne, the friend, 
Dr. Carlyle, the well-known incumbent of Inveresk. partner, and confidant of Sir Walter Scott-when 
.Mrs. Telfer, though then a widow with moder- the Great Unknown-and it was the scene of those 
ate means, moved in good society. She has been assemblies of select and favoured guests to whom 
described as a tall, sharp-visaged lady, with a hooked "the hospitable printer read snatches of the forth- 
nose and a great partiality for whist. Her brother coming novel, and whetted, while he seemed to 
had then returned from that protracted Continental gratify, their curiosity by many a shrewd wink and 
tour, the experiences of which are given in his mysterious hint of confidential insight into the 
" Travels through France and Italy," in two volumes. literary riddle of the age." No, 10 must have been 
The novelist has been described as a tall and hand- the scene of many a secret council connected "ith 
some man, somewhat prone to satirical innuendo, the publication of the Waverley Kovels. Scott 
but with a genuine vein of humour, polished himself, Lockhart who so graphically describes 
manners, and great urbanity. On the latter Dr. these scenes, Erskine, Terry, Sir William Allan, 
Carlyle particularly dwells, and refers to an oc- George Hogarth, W.S. (1\1rs, Ballantyne's brother), 
casion when Smollett supped in a tavern with and others, were frequent guests here. In this 
himself, Hepburn of Keith, Home the author of house Mrs. Ballantyne died in 1829,and Ballantyne's 
"Douglas," Commissioner Cardonel, and others. brother John died there on the 16th of June, 1821. 
The beautiful ".Miss R--n:' with whom Jerry The house is nowaDay Home for Destitute 
l\1ilford is described as dancing at the hunters' Children. 
ball, was the grand-daughter of Susannah Countess In No. 13 dwelt Lord 1\1onboddo and his beau- 
of Eglinton, whose daughter Lady Susan became tiful daughter, who died prematurely of consumption 
the wife of Renton of Lamerton in the Merse. at Braid on the 17th of June, 1790, and whom 
The wife of the novelist, Anne Lascelles, the N arcissa Burns-her father's frequent guest there-describes 
of" Roderick Random," was a pretty Creole lady, of so glowingly in his" Address to Edinburgh: "- 
a somewhat dark complexion, whom he left at his .. Fair Burnet strikes the adoring eye, 
death nearly destitute in a foreign land, and for Heaven's beauties on my fancy shine; 
whom a benefit was prùcured at the old Theatre I see the sire of Love on high, 
Royal in l\larch, 1784, A sister of Miss Renton's And own hi5 work indeed divine!" 
was married to Smollett's eldest nephew, Telfer, who The fair girl's early death he touchingly com- 
inherited the family estate and assumed the name memorates in a special ode, She was the ornament 
of Smollett. She afterwards became the wife of of the elegant society in which she moved; she 
Sharpe of Hoddam, and, "strange to say, the lady was her old father's pride and the comfort of his 
whose bright eyes had flamed upon poor Smollett's domestic life. Dr. Gregory, "hom she is said to 
soul m the middle of the last century was living so have refused, also lived in St. John Street, as dill 
lately as 18 3 6 ," Lady Suttie, Sinclair of Barrock, Sir David Rae, and 
The house in which Smollett resided with his Lord FskgrO\'e, one of the judges who tried the 
sister in 1766 was also the residence, prior to 1788, Reformers of 1793, a man of high ability and in- 
of James Earl of Hopetoun, who in early life had tegrity. He removed thither from the old Assem- 
served in the Scots Guards and fought at Minden, bly Close, and lived in St, John Street till his 
and of whom it was said that he "maintained the death in 1804. 
dignity and noble bearing of a Scottish baron Among the residents there in 178.t were Sir 
with the humility of a Christian, esteeming the John Dalrymple and Sir John Stewart of Allanbank, 
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and afterwards the E::.rl of Aboyne. The first house of Hawthornden and of Sir William Alexander 
en the west side of the street was the meeting place Earl of Stirling. 
of the old Canongate Kilwinning lodge, where I A succession of 
Burns was affiliated and crowned as poet laureate, follows till we come 
in presence of Lord Napier and many other llIasonic 
worthies of the day. A house a little to the south 
of this, h,wing a gable to the street and a garden 
on the south, was, in 1780, the residence of the 
Earl of \\' emyss, \\ hose brother, Lord Elcho, was 
attainted after the battle of Culloden. A Lady 
Bdty ChJ.rteris of this ancient family occupied the 
tirthest huuse to the south on the same side. She I 
had a romantic and melancholy history; being 
thwarted in an affair of the heart, she lay in bed 
for six-and-twenty years, till removed by death. 
No. 18 is the Royal l\1at
rnity Hospital, which 
was founded in 1835, an institution the benefits 
of which are cordially extended to all who come east side of which lay the royal stables at the time 
to it, though many patients are attended at their of Darnley's murder. In this street, on the site of a 
own homes. school-house, &c., built by the Duchess of Gordon 
Eastward of S1. John's Street is the Bakehouse for the inhabitants of the Sanctuary, stood an old 
Close, on the east side of which stands the mansion tenement, in one of the rooms on the first floor of 
built and occupied by Sir Archibald Acheson, Bart., which the first rehearsal of Hume's "DouglJ.s 
oíGlencairnie, who was one of Charles L'sSecretaries took place, and in which the reverend author was 
of State for Scotland. An archway, ornamented, assisted by several eminent lay and clerical friends, 
and having a pendent keystone, gives access to the among whom were Robertson and Hume the 
picturesque little quadrangle, three sides of which historians, Dr. Carlyle of Inveresk and the 
are formed by his house, which is all built of author taking the leading male parts in the cast, 
polished ashlar, with sculptured dormer windows, while the ladies were represented by the Rev. Dr. 
fine stringcourses, and other architectural details of Blair and Professor Fergusson. A dinner followed 
the period, The heavily moulded doorway, which in the Erskine Club at the Abbey, when they were 
measures only three feet by six, is surmounted by joined by the Lords Elibank, Kames, Milton, and 
the date 1633, and a huge monogram including the I :\Ionboddo. To the south of this house was the 
initials of himself and hi
 \\ ife Dame :\Iargaret town mansion of Francis Scott Lord Napier, who 
Hamilton. Over all is a cock on a trumpet and inherited that barony at the demise of his graud- 
scroll, with the motto Vigilalltib/ts. He had been a mother, Lady Napier, in 1 706,and assumed the name 
I 
puisne judge in Ireland , and was first knighted by I of Napier, and died at a great old age in 1773' 
Charles I., for suggesting the measure of issuing At its southern end the wynd was closed by an 
out a Commission under the Great Seal for the sur- I arched gate in the long wall, whic-h ran from the 
render of tithes. He was the friend of Drummond Cowgate Port to the south side of the Abbey Close, 


narrow and obscure alleys 
to the Horse \\'ynd, on the 
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UN fEL ABOVE THE DOOR UF SIR A. ACHESO
'S HOUSE. 


CHAPTER V. 


THE CAXOXGATE (ronûnue
. 
Separate or Detached Edifices therein-Sir 'Va1ter Scott in the Canongtte-The Parish Church-How it C1me to be built-Its Official Position 
-It.. Burying Ground-The Grave of Fergus!lon-Þ.lonument to Soldiers interred there-Eccentric Henry Prentice-The Tolbooth- 
Te..timony as to its Age-Ito;o later uses-Þ.'lagdalene As}lum-Linen Hall-
Ioray House-Its Historical Associations-The Winton House 
-Whiteford House-The Dark Story of Queen.berry House. 


THE advan<.ing exigencies of the age and the 
necessity for inneased space and modern sanitarv 
imprO\ements have made strange havoc among the 
old alleys and mansions of the great central street 


of the court suburb, hut there still remain some 
to which belong many historical and literary 
associations of an interesting nature. Scott was 
never weary of lingering among them, and recalling 
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the days that were no more, "N 0 funeral hearse," -"lost iI: able Order of the Thistle, which he had 
says Lockhart, "crept more leisurely than did his now [re]erected, could not meet in St. Andrews 
landau up the Canongate j and not a queer, totter- church (I.e., the cathedral in Fife), being demolished 
ing gable but recalled to him some long-buried in the Rebellion j and so it was necessary for them 
memory of splendour or bloodshed, which, by a few! to ha\e this church , and the Provost of Edinburgh 
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S\IOLLETT'S HOUSE, ST. JOHN'S STREFT. 


\\ords, he set before the hearer in the reality of life." 
The Canongate church, a most unpicturesque- 
looking edifice, of nameless style, with a species of 
Doric porch, was built in 1688. The Abbey 
church of Holyrood had hitherto been the parish 
church of the Canongate, but in July, 16
7, King 
James VII. \Hote to the Privy Council, that the 
church of the Abbey" was the chapel belonging to 
his palace of Holyrood, and that the knights of the 


was ordained to see the keys of it given to them. 
After a long silence," says Fountainhall, ., the 
Archbishop of Glasgow told that it was a mansal 
and patrimonial church of the bishopric of Edin- 
burgh, and though the see w:\s vacant, yet it 
belonged not to the Provost to deliver the keys." 
Yet the congregation were ordered to seek 
accommodation in Lady Yester's church till other 
could be found for thcm, anù the Canongate 
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church was accordingly built for them, at the splendid scabbard. This life is full of contrasts; 
npense, says Arnot, of ,1;'2,400 sterling. A portion so when the magistrates, in ermine and gold, 
of this consisted of 20,000 merks, left, in 1649, by took their seats behind this sword of state in the 
Thomas Moodie, a citizen, called by some Sir front gallery, on the right of the minister, in the 
Thom.1s Moodie of Sauchtonhall, to re-build the gallery, too, were to be seen congregated the 
church partially erected on the Castle Hill, and humble paupers from the Canongate poorhouse, 
demolished br the English during the siege of 1650. now divested of its inmates and turned into a 
Two mimsters were appointed to the Canongate I hospital. Our dear old Canongate, too, had its 
church. The well-known Dr. Hugh Blair and the .Baron Bailie and Re"ident Ihilies before the 
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THE CANONGArE CHURCH. 


late Principal Lee have been among the incumbents. ' Reform Bill in 1832 ruthlessly swept them away. 
It is of a cruciform plan, and has the summit of 1 Halberdiers, or l.ochaber-axe-men, who turned out 
its ogee gable ornammted with the crest of the I on all public occasions to grace the officials, were 
burgh-the stag's head and cross of King David's I the civic body-guard, together with a body in plain 
legendary adventure-and the arms of Thomas clothes, whose office is on the ground flat under 

Ioodie form a prominent ornament in front of it. the debtors' jail." 
" In our young days," says a recent writer in a local But there still e}"ists the convenery of the Canon- 
paper, "the Incorporated Trades, eight in number, gate, including weavers, dyers, and cloth-dressers, 
occupied pews in the body of the church, these &c., as incorporated by royal charter in 16 3 0 , 
having the names of the occupiers painted on them; under Charles 1. 
and in mid.summer, when the Town Council visited I In the burying-ground adjacent to the church, 
it, as is still their wont, the tradesmen placed large 8.nd which was surrounded by trees in 17 6 5, lie 
bouquets of flowers on their pews, and as our the remains of Dugald Stewart, the great philosopher, 
sittings were near this òisplay, we used to glance of Adam Smith, who wrote the" Wealth of Na- 
with admiration from the flowers up to the great I tions ;" Dr, Adam Fergusson, the historian of the 
sword standing erect in the front gallery in its: Roman Republic; Dr. Burney, author of the 
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" History of Music;" Dr. Gregory; David Allan; 
Lord Cromarty; and many others who have left 
their" footprints on the sands of time." 
There, too, is the grave of the ill-fated Fergusson He was, however, eventually interred at Restalrig. 
the poet, above which is the tombstone placed I At least three tenements of three storeys each 
at the order of Robert Burns by Gowans, a marble- I would seem to have occupied the site of the church. 
cutter in the Abbey Hill, "to remain for ever One of the picturesque relics of the past in 
sacred to the memory of him whose name it bears," Edinburgh is the old Canongate Tolbooth, with its 
with the inscription Burns penned :- sombre to\ver and spire, Scoto-French corbelled 
" HERE LIES ROBERT FERGUSSON. turrets, huge projecting clock, dark-mouthed arch- 
Born Sept. 5 th , 1751. Died October 16th, 1774. way, its moulded windows, and many sculptured 
No sculptured marble here, nor pompous laYI stones. Above the arch is the inscription- 
No storied urn nor animated bust; 
This simple stone directs pale Scotia's way 
To pour her sorrows o'er her poet's dust." 


Here, on the 16th of June, 
1821, Sir Walter Scott attended 
the funeral of John Ballantyne, 
and displayed considerable emo- 
tion. "He cast his eyes along 
the overhanging line of the Calton 
Hill, with its gleaming walls and 
towers, and then turning to the 
grave again, (I feel,' he whispered 
in Lockhart's ear, · I feel as 
if there would be less sun- 
shine for me from this day 
forth.' " 
In May 1880 there was 
erected here a monument 
of rose-coloured granite, 
twenty,six feet high, by Mr. 
Ford of the Holyrood Glass 
'Vorks
 "In memory of the 
soldiers who died in Edin- 
burgh Castle, situated in 
the Parish of Canongate, 
interred here from the year 1692 to 1880." It 
is very ornate, has on its base sculptured trophies, 
and was inaugurated in presence of General Hope, 
his staff, and the 71st Highlanders, Prior to its 
erection the spot where so many soldiers have 
found their last home was only a large square patch 
covered by grass. 
In the" T >omestic Annals" we find recorded the 
death, in 1788, of Henry Prentice, by whom the 
field culture of the potato was first introduced into 
the county of Edinburgh, in 1746. He Iud made 
a little money as a travelling merchant. was an 
eccentric character, and in 1784 sank .l" 140 with 
the managers of the Canongate poorhouse for a 
weekly subsistence. He had his coffin made, with 
the date of his birth thereon, 1703, and long had 
his gravestone conspicuously placed in the burgh 
churchyard, inscribed thus:- 



i!.
 
 
ROBERT FERGUSSON POET 
BornS.phm1>.T:S
17ðl, 
Died Octoòer lð' /77-4-. 
NoIculjtrd
Òl.t 1<<. f\Ør pomp'" I.J 
No 1iori.a LmTlOTMÏmA!e4 B.,t 
nil IÖnfùSIoI< 
o:ts RkScotií.."Y 
To -pour .}<rSorrow. otrR.rPIIIts Dust 
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" Henry Prentice. Died . . . . 
Be not curious to know how I lived ; 
But rather how yourself should die." 


S. L. B. 


I'ATRIÆ ET POSI'ERtS 1591 ; 


II 
111 1 , 
III 
I 

 ,', 


and in a niche are the usual insignia of 
the burgh, the stag's head and cross, 
with the motto SIC ITUR AD ASTRA, while 
the apl-'ropriate motto ESTO FIDUS sur- 
mounts the inner doorway to the court- 
house. At the south-east corner is the 
old shaft of the cross and pillory, near 
the entrance to the police-station. 
Altogether it is a fine e}"ample of the 
polished edifices of the reign of James 
VI. In the tower are two bells, 
one inscribed SOLI DEO HONOR ET 
GLORIA, 1608, and a larger one, 
cast in 1796. Between the stately 
windows of the Council 
Hall is a pediment sur- 
mounted by a great thistle 
and the legend :- 
J. R. 6. JUSTITIA ET PIETAS 
---=--=-- \' ALIDE SUN r I'RINCII'IS ARCES. 
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FERGUSSON'S GRA VE. 


Herein the magistrates 
who came as successors 
of the abbots of Holyrood as over-lords of the 
burgh. held weekly courts for the punishment of 
offenders, the adjustment of small debts, and 
the affairs of the little municipality. That the 
building is older than any of the dates upon it, or 
that it had a predt:cessor, the following extracts from 
the" Burgh Rccords" attest :- 
"Vndecimo decembris, an: 1567. 
"The quhilk day it was concludit, be the Raillies and 
Counsall, 10 pursew 'luhatsomever person that is known and 
brutit wt the bre\...ing of the Tolbooth of this burcht, the 
tyme of the furth letting of Janet Robertsoun , being werdit 
\\oithin the samyn, &c." 


In 1572 the following item occurs:- 
"To sax pynonis (pioneers?) aU the Raillies ,command 
for taking doun of the lintel-slone of the Auld Tolbooth 
windo\V-iij-s vi-d." 


In 165 -t several Scottish prisoners of war, con- 
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fined here under a guard of Cromwell's soldiers, , by an arrangement with her younger sister, Anne 
effected their escape by rending their blankets Home, then Countess of Lauderdale, by whom the 
and sheets into strips. In January, 1675, the mansion was built. "It is old and it is magni- 
captain of the Edinburgh Tolbooth complaineù ficent, but its age and magnificence are both dif- 
to the Lords of Council that his brother official ferent from those of the lofty piled-up houses of 
in the Canongate used to set debtors at libelty the Scottish aristocracy of the Stuart dynasty." 
at his own free will, or by consent of the creditor Devoid of the narrow, suspicious aperture
, 
by whom they were imprisoned without permission barred and loopholed, which connect old Scottish 
accorded. houses with the external air, the entrances and 
After the erection of the Calton gaol this edifice proportions of this house are noble, spacious, 
was used for the incarceration of debtors alone; and pleasing, though the exterior has little orna- 
and the number therein in October, 1834, was only ment save the balcony, on enormous trusses, pro- 
seventeen, so little had it come to be wanted for jecting into the street, with ornate entablatur(s 
that purpose. over their great windows and the stone spires of 
Within a court adjoining the Tolbooth was the its gateway. There are two fine rooms within, 
old Magdalene Asylum, instituted in 1797 for the both of them dome-roofed and covered with de- 
reception of about sixty females; but the founda- signs in bas-relie[ 
tion.stone of a new one was laid in October, 1805, The initials of its builder, M. H., surmounted 
by the Provost, Sir k"jj by a coronet, :ire sculp- 
William Fettes, Bart., in .fY 
 tured on the south win- 
presence of the clergy -- ---- ""- --'": 
 -
 -
 dow, and over another 
and a great concourse ') 

c .. '. _ _ 0#- on the north are the 
of citiæns. "In the 
-. lions of Home and 
stone was deposited a 
 Dudley impaled in a 
sealed bottle, containing ''If __ lozenge, for she was the 
various papers relating daughter of Lord Dud- 
THE STOCKS, FROM THE CANONGATE TOLBOOTH. 
to the rise, progress, and (Now ill the Scottish AntÙl"ariall Museum) ley Viscount Lyle, and 
present state of the then the widow of Alex- 
asylum." This institution was afterwards trans- ander first Earl of Home, who accompanied 
ferred to DaIry. James VI. into England. She erected the house 
A little below St. J olm Street, within a court, some years before the coronation of Charles L 
stood the old British Linen Hall, opened in 1766 at Edinburgh in [633; and she contributed 
by the Board of Manufactures for the ble and largely to the enemies of his crown, as appears 
Custody of Scottish Linens-an institution to be by a repayment to her by the English Parlia- 
treated of at greater length when we come to its ment of .1;70,000 advanced by her in aid of the 
new home on the Earthen Mound. Among the Covenanters; and hence, no doubt, it was, that 
curious booth-holders therein was "old John when Cromwell gained his victory over the 
Guthrie, latterly of the firm of Guthrie and Tait, Duke of Hamilton in the north of England, we 
Nicholson Street," who figures in " Kay's Portraits," are told, when the (then) Marquis of Argyle con- 
and whose bookstall in the hall-after he ceased ducted Cromwell and Lambert, with their anny, 
being a travelling chapman-was the resort of all to Edinburgh, they kept their quarters at the 
the curious book collectors of the time, till he Lady Home's house in the Canongate. according 
removed to the Nether Bow. to Guthrie, and there, :tdds Sir James Turner, 
A little below the Canongate Church there they camr to the terrible conclusion "that there 
was still standing a house, occupied in 176[ by 'it'as a lzecessitie to take mila)' the killg'S life,." so 
Sir James Livingstone of Glentenan, which pos- that if these old walls had a tongue they might 
sessed stables, hay-lofts, and a spacious flower- reveal dark conferences connected with the most 
g.-mien. dreadful events of that sorrowful time, In con- 
By far the most important pri\ate edifice still clave with Cromwell and Argyle were the Farls of 
remaining in this region of ancient grandeur and Loudon and Lothian, the Lonls Arbuthnot, Elcho, 
modern squalor is that which is usually styled and Burleigh, with Blair, DiJo..on, Guthrie, and other 
l\Ioray House, being a ponien of the entailed pro- Puritans. HEre, two years subsequently, occurred, 
perty of that noble family, in whose possession it on the balcony, the crud and ungenerous episode 
remained exactly 200 years, having become the connected \\ ith the fallen Montrose, amid the 
property of Margaret Countess of :\Ioray in 1645 joyous banquetings anù revelry on the occasicl1 of 
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Lord Lome's marriage-that Lome better known 
as the luckless Earl of Argyle-with Lady Mary 
Stuart, of the House of Moray. 
In the highest terrace of the old garden an 
ancient thorn-tree was pointed out as having been 
planted by Queen Mary-a popular delusion, born 
of the story that the house had belonged to her 
brother, the subtle Regent; but there long remained 
the old stone summer-house. surmounted by two 


in the very centre of what was then the most aris- 
tocratic quarter of the city, was admirably suited 
for his courtly receptions, all the more so that 
about that period the spacious gardens on the 
south were, like those of Heriot's Hospital, a kind 
of public promenade or lounging place, as would 
appear chiefly from a play called" The Assembly," 
written by the witty Dr. Pitcairn in 1692. 
The union o
 the kingdoms is the next historical 
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IORA Y HOUSE. (From a JJm,vi"c by ,\h.p/
rd. published in ,829.) 


greyhounds-the Moray supporters-wherein, after) event connected with Moray House; and that 
a flight from" the Union cellar," many of the sig- I much of the intrigue and discussion, and of the 
natures were affixed to the Act of Union, while the I foul and degrading bribery connected with that 
cries of the exasperated mob rang ill the streets event took place within its walls, may safely be 
without the barred gates. I inferred from the fact that it was the residence of 
When J ames VII. so rashly urged those measures the Earl of Sea field, then Lord High Chancellor, and 
in 1686 which were believed to be 3- prelude to one of the commis
ioners for the negotiation of the 
the re-establishment of the Catholic hierarchy, I treaty, by which he pocketed .6490, paid by the 
under the guise of toleration, a new Scottish Earl of Godolphin; and he it was who, on giving 
ministry was formed, but chiefly consisting of the royal assent by touching the Act of Union with 
members of the king's own faith. Among these ; the sceptre, said, with a brutal laugh, "There '5 an 
was the proprietor of this old house, Alexanrler : end of an aulrl sang." 
Earl of Moray, a recent convert from Protestantism, I From those days l\Ioray House ceased, like 
then Lorrl High Commissioner to the Parliament, I many others, to be the scene of state pageantries. 
and as such the representative of royalty in festive For a time it became the office of the British Linen 
hall as well as the Senate; and his mansion, being I Company's Bank, Then the entail was broken 
53 
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by a clause in one of the Acts of the North British 
Railway; and since 1847 It has fortunately become 
the property of the Free Church of Scotland, by 
whom it is now used as a training college or nor- 
mal school, managed by a rector and very efficient 
staff. 
On the same side, but to the eastward, is Milton 
House, a large and handsome mansion, though 
heavy and somure in style, built in what had been 
originally the garden of Lord Roxburghe's house, 
or a portion thereof, during the eighteenth century, 
by Andrew Fletcher of Milton, raised to the bench in 
1724 in succession to the famous Lord Fountain- 
hall, and who remained a senator of the Court of 
Session till his death. He was the nephew of the 
noule and patriotic Fletcher of Saltoun, and an 
able coadjutor of his friend Archibald the great 
Duke of Argyle, during whose administration he 
exercised a wise control over the usually-abused 
Government patronage in Scotland. He sternly 
discouraged all informers, and was greatly esteemed 
for the mild and gentle manner in which he used his 
authority when Lord Justice Clerk after the battle 
of Culloden. 
From the drawing-room windows on the south a 
spacious garden extended to the back of the 
Canongate, and beyond could be seen the hill of 
St. Leonard and the stupendous craigs. Its walls 
are still decorated with designs and landscapes, 
having rich floral borders painted in distemper, 
and rich stucco ceilings are among the decorations, 
and "interspersed amid the ornamental borders 
there are various grotesque figures, which have the 
appearance," says Wilson, "of being copies from 
an illuminated missal of the fourteenth century, 
They represent a cardinal, a monk, a priest, and 
other churchmen, painted with great humour and 
drollery of attitude and expression. They so en- 
tirely differ from the general character of the com- 
position, that their insertion may be conjectured to 
have originated in a whim of Lord Milton's, which 
the artist has contrived to execute without sacri- 
ficing the harmony of his design," 
Lord Milton was the guardian of the family of 
Susannah Countess of Eglinton for many years, 
and took a warm and fatherly interest in her beau- 
tiful girls after the death of the earl in 1729; and 
the terms of affectionate intimacy in which he stood 
with them are amusingly shown in "The petition of 
the six vestal virgins of Eglinton," signed by them 
all , and addressed" To the Honourable Lord Mil- 
ton, at his lodgings, Edinburgh," in 1 7 35-a curious 
and witty production, printed in the "Eglin ton 
Memorials." 
Lord Milton died at his house of Brunstane, 


near Musselburgh, on the 13th of December, 1766, 
aged seventy-four. Four years after that event the 
Scots lIfagazine for 1770 gives us a curious account 
of a remarkable mendicant that had long haunted 
his gates :-" Edinburgh, Sept. 29th. A gentle- 
man, struck with the uncommon good appearance 
of an elderly man who generally sits bareheaded 
under a dead wall in the Canongate, opposite to 
Lord Milton's house, requesting alms of those 
who pass, had the curiosity to inquire into his 
history, and learned the following melancholy ac- 
count of him. He is an attainted baronet, named 
Sir John Mitchell of Pitreavie, and had formerly 
a very affluent estate. In the early part of his life 
he was a captain in the Scots Greys, but was broke 
for sending a challenge to the Duke of Marlborough, 
in consequence of some illiberal reflections thrown 
out by his Grace against the Scottish nation. 
Queen Anne took so personal a part in his prose- 
cution that he was condemned to transportation 
for the offence; and this part of his sentence was, 
with difficulty, remitted at the particular instance 
of John Duke of Argyle. Exposed, in the hun- 
dredth year of his a
e, to the inclemencies of the 
weather, it is hoped the humane and charitable 
of this city will attend to his distresses, and relieve 
him from a situation which appears too severe a 
punishment for what, at worst, can be termed his 
spirited imprudence. A subscription for his annual 
support is opened at Balfour's coffee-house , where 
those who are disposed to contribute towards it will 
receive every satisfaction concerning the dispos:J.l of 
their charity and the truth of the foregoing relation." 
The aged mendicant referred to may have been 
a knight, but the name of Mitchell is not to be 
found in the old list of Scottish baronets, and Pit- 
rea vie belonged to the Wardlaws. 
In later years Milton House was occupied as a 
Catholic school, under the care of the Sisters of 
Charity, who, with their pupils, attracted consider- 
able attention in 1842, on the occasion of the first 
visit of Queen Victoria to Holyrood, from whence 
they strewed flowers before her up the ancient street. 
It was next a school for deaf and dumb, anon 
a temporary maternity hospital , and then the pro- 
perty of an engineering firm. 
Where Whiteford House stands now, in Edgar's 
map (or 1765 there are shown two blocks of 
buildings (with a narrow passage between, and a 
garden 150 feet long) marked, "Ruins of the Earl 
of "Vinton's house," a stately edifice, which, no 
doubt, had fallen into a state of dilapidation from 
its extreme antiquity and abandonment after the 
attainder of George, fourth Earl of Winton, who 
was taken prisoner in the tight at Preston in 17 1 5, 
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but who, after being sentenced to death, escaped to of the early patrons of Burns, who had been intro- 
Rome, where he died in 1749, without issue, ac- duced to him by Dr. Mackenzie, and the grateful 
cording to Sir Robert Douglas; and, of course, is bard never forgot the kindness he accorded to him, 
the same house that has been mentioned in history The failure of Douglas, Heron, & Co., in whose 
as the Lord Seton's lodging .. in the Cannongait," bank he had a fatal interest, compelled him to 
wherein on his arrival from England, .. Henrie Lord dispose of beautiful Ballochmyle, after which he 
Dernlie, eldest son of Matho, erle of Lennox," re- resided permanently in Whiteford House, where 
sided when, prior to his marriage, he came to Edin- he died in 1803. To the last he retained a military 
burgh on the 13th of February, 1565, as stated in bearing , having served in the army, and been a 
the" Diurnal of Occurrents." major in 1762, 
In the same house was lodged, in 1582, accord- Latterly, and for many years, Whiteford House 
ing to Moyse, Mons. De Menainville , who came was best known as the residence of Sir Willianl 
as an extra ambassador from France , with instruc- Macleod Bannatyne, who was raised to the bench 
tions to join La Motte Fenelon. He landed at on the death of Lord Swinton, in 1799, and was 
Burntisland on the 18th of January, and came to long remembered as a most pleasing example of the 
Edinburgh , where he had an audience with James old gentleman of Edinburgh" before its antique 
VI. on the 23rd, to the great alarm of the clergy, mansions and manners had fallen under the ban 
who dreaded this double attempt to revive French of modern fashion." 
influence in Scottish affairs. One Mr, James One of the last survivors of the Mirror Club, 
Lawson "pointed out the French ambassaye" in private life his benevolent and amiable qualities 
as the mission of the King of Babylon, and charac- of head and heart, with his rich stores of literary 
terised Menainville as the counterpart of the and historical anecdote, endeared him to a numerous 
blaspheming Rabshakeh, and highly distinguished circle of friends. Robert 
Upon the loth February, says Moyse, "La Motte Chambers speaks of breakfasting with him in White- 
having received a satisfying answer to his commis- ford House so late as 1832," on which occasion 
sion, with a great banquet at Archibald Stewart's the venerable old gentleman talked as familiarly 
lodgings in Edinburgh, took his journey homeward, of the levees of the sous-11Iinislrc for Lord Bute in 
and called at Seaton by the way, The said Mon- the old villa at the Abbey Hill as I could have 
sieur Manzeville remained still here, and lodging talked of the Canning administration, and even 
at my Lord Seaton's house in the Canongate, had recalled, 2.S a fresh picture of his memory, his father 
daily access to the king's majesty, to whom he drawing on his boots to go to make interest in 
imparted his negotiations at all times." London on behalf of some men in trouble for 
In this house died, of hectic fever, in December, the 1 45 , particularly his own brother-in-law, the 
1638, Jane, Countess of Sutherland, grand-daughter Clanranald of that day." He died at Whiteford 
of the first Earl of Winton. She" was interred at House on the 30th of November, 1833, in the 
the collegiat churche of Setton, without any funerall ninety-first year of his age. His mansion was 
ceremoney, by night." latterly used as a type-foundry. 
In front of this once noble mansion , in which On the south side of the street, nearly opposite 
Scott lays some of the scenes of the "Abbot," the site of the Seton lodging, the residence of the 
there sprang up a kind of humble tavern, built Dukes of Queensberry still towers up, a huge, dark, 
chiefly oflath and plaster, known as "Jenny Ha's," gloomy, and quadrangular mass, the scene of much 
from Mrs. Hall, its landlady, famous for her claret. stately life, of low corrupt intrigue, and in one 
Herein Gay, the poet, is said to "have boo sed instance of a horrible tragedy, 
during his short stay in Edinburgh;" and to this It was built by Lord Halton on land belonging 
tavern it was customary for gentlemen to adjourn to the Lauderdale family; and by a passage in 
after dinner parties, to indulge in claret from the Lord Fountainhall's folios would seem to ha\ e been 
butt. sold by him, in June, 1686, to William first Duke 
On the site of the Seton mansion, and surrounded of Queens berry and Marquis of Dumfries.shire, Lord 
by its fine old gardens, was raised the present High Treasurer and President of the Council, a 
edifice known as Whiteford House, the residence of I noted money-lender and land-acquirer, who built 
Sir John Whiteford, Bart, of that ilk and Balloch- the castle of Drumlanrig, and at the exact hour 
myle, a locality in Ayrshire, on which the muse of whose death, in 1695, it is said, a Scottish 
of Burns has conferred celebrity, and whose father skipper, being in Sicily, saw one day a coach and 
is said to have been the prototype of Sir Arthur \ six driving to flaming Mount Etna, while a dia- 
Wardour in the .. Antiquary." Sir John was one bolical voice was heard to exclaim, "Way for the 
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Duke of Drumlanrig!" He died in Queensberry I he fled from Edinburgh, but was elected as one of 
House. the peers to represent Scotland. On his return to 
His daughter, Anne Countess of Wemyss, died a London he was met by a cavalcade of noblemen 
miserable death on the 16th of February, 1700. I and gentlemen, and was preceded to his house at 
She set fire accidentally to her apron, "night- Kensington by forty coaches and four hundred 
rail, and steinkirk, Her nose was burnt off and I hlJrsemen. Next day he "as presented to the 
her eyes burnt out. Opening her mouth to call, queen, who, to reward his services and servility, 
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EAST END OF THE CANONGATE. (From Gord"" '!Í Roth'
mn,,'s IIlaþ,) 
8, the Canongate; 31. the Tennis Court; k, the Water Port. 


the flame went in and burnt her tongue and 
throat," 
His son James, the second duke, resigned all 
his many appointments under James VI!., in- 
cluding the command of the Scots Horse Guards, 
and was received by William of Orange with great 
cordiality. He made him a captain in his Dutch 
Guards, and Lord of the Bedchamber and Treasury. 
He was one of the commissioners for the Treaty 
of Union. to achieve which the sum of .612.3 2 5 
\Vas paid him by the Earl of Godolphin, and then 


I created him Duke of Dover, Marquis of Beverley, 
and Baron Ripon. 
Connected with his residence in Queensberry 
House, against which the whole fury and male- 
dictions of the mobs were directed at the time of 
the Union, there is a tale of awful mystery and 
horror, His eldest son, James Earl of Drum- 
lanrig, is simply stated in the old peerages "to 
have died young." It is now proved, however, 
that he was an idiot of the most wretched kind, 
rabid and gluttonous as a wild animal, and grew 
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to an enormous stature, as his leaden and un- I stripped and spitted him, and he was found de- 
ornamented coffin in the tamily vault at Durisdeer I vouring the half-roasted body when the duke 
attests at this day. This monstrous and unfor-I returned with his train from his political triumph, 
tunate creature was always confined in a ground- I to find dire horror awaiting him. "The common 
floor room of the western wing of QueensLerry I people, among whom the dreadful tale soon spread, 
House; and "till within these few years the in spite of the duke's endeavours to suppress it, 
boards still remained by which the windows of said that it was a judgment upon him for his odious 
the dreadful receptacle were darkened to prevent share in the Union. The story runs that the duke, 
the idiot from looking out or being seen." I who had previously regarded his dreadful offspring 
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THE CANONGATE, LOOKING WEST; SHOWn_G, ON THE IMMFDIATE RIGHT , THE HOUSE IN WHICH GAY RI-.SIDED , 
Al'iD ON THE LEFT THE GATE OF MILTUN HuUSK. (From a Drawing by SIU!þheld. þ"b/islU!d in .8'Q.) 


On the day the Treaty of Union was passed all 
Edinburgh crowded to the vicinity of the Parlia. 
ment House to await the issue of the final debate, 
and the whole household of the duke-the High 
Commissioner-went thither en masse for that pur- 
pose, and perhaps to prevent him from being torn 
to pieces by the exasperated people, and among 
them went the valet whose (Juty it was to watch 
and attend the Earl of Drumlanrig. 
Hearing all unusually still in the vast house, the 
latter contrived to break out of his den, and roamed 
wildly from room to room, till cert:lin savoury 
odours drew him into the great kitchen, where a 
little turnspit sat quietly on a stool by the fire. 
He seiæd the boy, took the meat from the fire, 


with no eye of affection. immediately ordered the 
creature to be smothered. But this is a mistake; 
the idiot is known to have died in England, and 
to have survived his father many years, though he 
did not succeed him upon his death in 1711, 
when the titles devolved upon Charles, a younger 
brother." 
The latter, who was born in Queensberry House, 
hari been created Earl of Sol way in 1706, says 
Douglas, "when very young, his elder brother 
being then alive." He married Catharine Hyde, 
the second daughter of Henry Earl of Clarendon 
and Rochester. and they frequently resided in the 
old Canongate mansion. The duchess was alto- 
gether an extraordinJ.ry woman, whose eccentricit}. 
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bordered on madness, and, indeed, prior to her 
marriage she had been confined in a strait-waist- 
coat. Her beauty has been celebrated coarsely 
by Pope, and her irrepressible temper by Prior:- 


son, the Earl of Drumlanrig , was altogether mad, 
and contracted himself to one lady while he mar- 
ried another, a daughter of the Earl of Hopetoun. 
He served two campaigns under the Earl of Stair, 
and commanded two battalions of Scots in the 
Dutch service. But in 1754 the family malady 
proved so strong for him, that during a journey 
to London he rode on before the coach in which 
the duchess travelled, and shot himself with one of 
his pistols. It was given out that it had gone off 
by accident. His brother Charles, after narrowly 
escaping the earthquake at Lisbon in 1755, died 
After the duke and duchess had embroiled them- in the following year. 
selves with the Court in 1729, in consequence of On the death of their father, in 1778, the title 
patronising the poet Gay, they came to Queensberry and estates devolved on his cousin, the Earl of 
House, and brought him with them. Tradition used March, an old debauchee, better known as" Old 
to indicate an attic in an old mansion opposite, Q." In his time, and before it, Queensberry 
as the place where--appropriate abode of a poet- House had other occupants than the Douglases. 
Gay wrote the" Beggar's Opera "-" an entirely gra- In 1747 the famous Marshal Earl of Stair died 
tuitous assumption," says Mr. Chambers. "In the there; and in 1784 it was the residence of the 
history of his writings nothing of consequence Right Hon. James Montgomery of Stanhop, Lord 
occurs at this time. He had finished the second Chief Baron of Exchequer-the first Scotsman who 
part of the opera some time before, and after his held that office after the establishment of the Court 
return to the south he is found engaged in new at the Union. Prior to his removal to Queensberry 
writing a damned play, which he wrote several years House (of which the duke gave him gratuitous use) 
before, called 'The Wife of Bath,' a task which he he had occupied the third flat of the Bishop's Land, 
accomplished while living with the Duke of Queens- formerly occupied by the Lord President Dundas. 
berry in Oxfordshire, during the ensuing months of In 1801 the blasé "Old Q. " ordered Queens- 
August, September, and October." berry House to be stripped of its decorations, and 
The Duchess Catherine disliked the Scots and sold, With fifty-eight fire rooms, and a noble 
their manners, particularly the use of a knife in gallery seventy feet long, besides a spacious garden, 
lieu of a fork, on which she would scream out and it was offered at the singularly low upset price of 
beseech them not to cut their throats. "To the Æ 900, and was bought by Government as a barrack. 
lady I live with," wrote Gay to Swift in 1729, "I It is now, and has been since 1853, a House of 
owe my life and fortune. Think of her with respect, Refuge for the Destitute, in which upwards of 
value and esteem her as I do, and never more I 2,000 persons are relieved every year, or an 
despise a fork with three prongs." When in Scot- average of thirty-three nightly for the twelvemonth , 
land she always dressed herself as a peasant-girl, while during the same period nearly 40,000 meals 
to ridicule the stately dresses and demean our of the of broth and bread are issued from the soup kitchen. 
Scottish dames who visited Queensberry House or A very handsome building, in baronial style, called 
Drumlanrig, and this freak of costume led to her Queensberry Lodge, adjoins it, for the reception 
being roughly repelled at a review. Her eldest, and treatment of inebriates-but ladies only. 


.. Thus Kitty, beautiful and young, 
And wild as colt untamcd , 
Bespoke the fair from whom she sprung, 
By little rage inflamed: 
Inflamed with rage at sad restraint , 
Which wise mamma ordained; 
And sorely vexed to play the saint 
Whilst wit and beauty reigned." 


CHAPTER VI. 


THE CANONGATE (concluder1). 


Lothian Hut- J...rd Palmerston-St. Thotna!o's Hospital-The Tennis Court and its Theatre-Queen Mary's Barh-The Houses of Croft-an- 
Righ and Clockmill. 


IN the map of the city engraved in 1787 for the 
quarto edition of Arnot's " History" there is shown, 
on the west side of the Horse Wynd. adjoining the 
Abbey Close, an edifice called Lothian Hut, sur- 


rounded by trees. This was the small but magni- 
ficently finished town mansion of the Lothian 
family, and was built by William, the third Marquis, 
about the year 1750, when Lord Clerk Regi-;ter of 



Canongate.) 


THE TENNIS COURT. 


39 


Scotland, and who for some years had been Com- 
missioner to the General Assembly. In this house 
he died, 28th July, 1767, as recorded in the Scots 
Maga:;in
, and was succeeded by his son, Major- 
General the Earl of Ancrum, Colonel of the I I th 
Light Dragoons (now Hussars). His second son, 
Lord Robert, had been killed at Culloden. 
His marchioness, Margaret, the daughter of Sir 
Thomas Nicholson, Bart., of Kempnay, who sur- 
vived him twenty years, resided in Lothian Hut 
till her death. It was afterwards occupied by the 
dowager of the fourth Marquis, Lady Caroline 
D' Arcy, who was only daughter of Robert Earl 
of Holderness, and great-grand-daughter of Charles 
Louis, the Elector Palatine, a lady whose character 
is remembered traditionally to have been both 
grand and amiable. Latterly the Hut was the 
residence of Professor Dugald Stewart, who, about 
the end of the last century, entertained there many 
English pupils of high rank. Among them, per- 
haps the most eminent was Henry Temple, after- 
wards Lord Palmerston, whose education, com- 
menced at Harrow, was continued at the University 
of Edinburgh. When he re-visited the latter city in 
1865, during 
is stay he was made aware that an 
aged woman, named Peggie Forbes, who had been 
a servant with Dugald Stewart at Lothian Hut, 
was still alive, and residing at No. I, Rankeillor 
Street. There the 'great statesman visited her, and 
expressed the pleasure he felt at renewing the 
acquaintance of the old domestic, 
Lothian Hut, the scene of Dugald Stewart's 
most important literary labours, was pulled down 
in 1825, to make room for a brewery; but a house 
of the same period, at the south-west corner of the 
Horse Wynd, bears still the name of Lothian 
Vale. 
A little to the eastward of. the present White 
Horse hostel, and immediately adjoining the Water 
Gate, stood the Hospital of St. Thomas, founded 
in 1541 by George Crichton, Bishop of Dunkeld, 
"dedicated to God, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and 
all the saints." It consisted of an almshouse and 
chapel, the bedesmen of which were" to celebrate 
the founder's anniversary obit. by solemnly singing 
in the choir of Holyrood church yearly, on the 
day of his death, the Placebo and Dirig
 for the 
repose of his soul" and the soul of the King of 
Scotland, " Special care," says Arnot, .. was taken 
in allotting money for providing candles to be 
lighted during the anniversary mass of requiem, 
and the number and size of the tapers were fixed 
with a precision which shows the importance in 
which these circumstances were held by the founder. 
The number of masses, paternosters, a\Oe-marias, 


and credos, to be said by the chaplain and bedes- 
men is distinctly ascertained." 
The patronage of the inst-itution was vested by 
the founder in himself and a certain series of re- 
presentatives named by him. 
In 1617, with the consent of David Crichton of 
Lugton, the patron, who had retained possession 
of the endowments, the magistrates of the Canon- 
gate purchased the chapel and almshouse from the 
chaplains and bedesmen , and converted the insti- 
tution into a hospital for the poor of the burgh. 
Over the entrance they placed the Canongate arms, 
supported by a pair of cripples, an old man and 
woman, with the inscription- 


HELP HERE THE POORE , AS ZE WALD GOD DID zov. 
JUNE 19, 1617. 


The magistrates of the Canongate sold the patron- 
age of the institution in 1634 to the Kirk Session, 
by whom its revenues "were entirely embezzled ;" 
by 1747 the buildings were turned into coach- 
houses, and in 1787 were pulled down, and re- 
placed by modern houses of hideous aspect. 
On the opposite side of the Water Gate was the 
Royal Tennis Court, the buildings of which are 
very distinctly shown in Gordon's map of 1647, 
Maitland says it was anciently called the Catch pel, 
from Cache, a game now called Fiz'es, a favourite 
amusement in Scotland as early as the reign of 
J ames IV. The house, a long, narrow building, 
with a court, after being a weavers' workhouse, 
was burned down in 177 I, and rebuilt in the 
tasteless fashion of that period; but the locality is 
full of interest, as being connected not only with 
the game of tennis, as played there by the Duke 
of Albany, Law the great financial schemer, and 
others , but with the early and obscure history of 
the stage in Scotland. 
In 15S4 there was a "litill farsche and play 
maid be William Lauder," and acted before the 
Queen Regent, Mary of Guise , for which he was 
rewarded by two silver cups. Where it was acted 
is not stated. N either are we told where was per- 
formed another play, "made by Robert Simple" 
at Edinburgh, before the grim Lord Regent and 
others of the nobility in 1567, and for which the 
author was paid ;/;66 13s. 4d. 
The next record of a post-Reformation theatre is 
in the time of James VI. when several companies 
came from London for the amusement of the court, 
including one of which Shakspere was a member, 
though his appearance cannot be substantiated. 
In 1599 the company of English comedians was 
interdicted by the clergy and Kirk Session, 
though their performances, says Spottiswoode in 
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his "Church History," were licensed by the I missioner, at his court at Holyrood, and soon after 
king! This interdict was annulled by proclama- the theatre in the Tennis Court was in the zenith 
tion at the Market Cross. In 160[ an English' of its brief prosperity, in defiance of the city pulpits. 
company, headed by Laurence Fletcher, "comedian There, on the 15th November, 168[, "being the 
to his Majestie," was again in Scotland; and 1\1r. Queen of Brittain's birthd.1Y," as Fountainhall 
Charles Knight, in his" Life of Shaksper
," con- . records, while bonfires blazed in the city and 
eludes that the illustrious dramatist must have been I salutes were fired by cannon, there was performed, 
in Scotland with Fletcher, and thus sketched out "before their Royall Hynesses," a comedy, called 
the plan of his great Scottish tragedy. Accord- "Mithridates, King of Pontus," wherein the future 
ing to the same testimony, the name of Shak- I Queen Anne and the ladies ()f honour were the 
spere has been invariably associated with the I only actresses. 
Tennis Court Theatre; but from the departure of The drama vanished from Scotland at the Revo- 
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THE PALACE GAfE. (AíÜr an Etckinghy 7ames Skene, 0/ Ruhislmu,) 


James VI. to England, in 1603, till the arriml of lution; and though a concert was given in 1705 
his grandsoll the Duke of Albany and York, in in the Tennis Court, under the patronage of the 
1680, there are doubts if anything like a play was Duke of Argyle, and" The Spanish Friar" is said. 
performed in the Edinburgh of that gloomy period; to have been performed there before the members 
though Sir George Mackenzie mentions that in of the Union Parliament, no more is heard of it 
June, 1669, "Thomas Syrlserf, having pursued till 1714, when "Macbeth" was played at the 
Mungo Murray for invading him in his Playh?lIse, Tennis Court, in presence of a brilliant array of 
&c., that invasion was not punished as hamesucken, Scottish nobles and noblesse, after an archery 
but with imprisonment;" and. a "Playhouse," kept meeting. On this occasion many present called 
at Edinburgh in the same month, when a thousand for the song, "The king shall enjoy his own 
prisoners, after Bothwell Bridge, were confined in again," while others opposed the demand; where- 
the Greyfriars Churchyard, is referred to in the -upon swords were resorted to, and-as an antici- 
Acts of Council in 1679. I pation of the battle of Dunblane-a regular ntélée 
Some kind of a drama, called " Marciano, or The ' ensued 
Discovery," was produced on the festival of St. I .\ little to the north-eastward of the Tennis 
John by Sir Thomas Sydserff (the same referred to), Court stancig the singularly picturesque, but squat 
before His Grace the Earl of Rothes, High Com- little corbelled tower called Queen Mary's Bath. 
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William Graham, the last Earl of Airth, who died 
in 1694, from the Earl of Linlithgow. By him it 
is described as being situated at the back of Holy- 
rood, and having before belonged to Lord Elphin- 
stone. 
The" History of Holyrood," published in 1821, 
states that the old house of Croft-an-Righ, an 
edifice of the sixteenth century, had been the 
residence of the Regent Moray, and with its garden 
was "gifted, along with several of the adjoining 
properties, by James VI. 
to a favourite servant of 
the name of French." 
For repairing the house 
and making it suitable 
'# for the keeper of the royal 
.:.-:, gardens, Government paid 
- "', J .64 20 in 1859. At the 
In 1789, when a house 
 same time L840 was paid 
was built adjoining this _ . I for the re-purchase of 
edifice, a turret staircase Queen Mary's Bath, with 
that led to the roof was the tenement thereunto ad- 
demolished, and in the 
 ,_ joining and now removed. 
sarking thereof was found " .. , 
 ',
 -;:- -, ,-:, , .:1
 Eastward of Croft-an- 
a richly-inlaid dagger of 'If 
 ' ., :
: 'IÎ' ,:' Righ House, there stood, 
ancient workmanship, which - ", - until it was removed as 
was, not. without much ' .:'<:' , "- unsightly, another old 
reason, supposed to have I - '1; "':'ifi':i 
í mansion, gloolIl}', dark, 
belon g ed to one of Rizzio's I, , "'I" " ,i


,.. , ...

 and q uadrangular, named 
murderers , some of whom I ".J '; '
L J ",J
 I the Clockmill House, sur- 
made their escape through 1 '--- .., ,-,'. rounded by ancient trees.. 
the royal gardens in that 
 
,< L
 Long anterior to its ex- 
quarter. This house was '
I' '" '{., .,,' : ,," I istence the locality is reo 
entirel y removed when the ' 
 - 
- Æ ferred to in a P rocess 
.... 
. - 
bath was completely re- 
 ,_ hefore the Supreme Court, 
paired in 1852, and its -::.._- .' -<"""-
}' ". 7th May, 1569, concerning 
ancient surroundings In D-S 

 
- ;- 
 the privilege of sanctuary, 
some degree restored. QUEEN MARY'S BATH. " fra the Girth Corse doun 
The old-fashioned suburb to the Clokisrwne Mylne." 
at the Abbey Hill that roc;e around the northern I Before that trihunal (as quoted from the Ada 
skirts of the palace, lies beyonrl what was of old .1)0111. Concilii et Sessiol/is), it is stated that .< our 
the Artillery Park and this little tower, and pos- i Soverane Lordis predecessouris, Kingis of Scot- 
sesses still some m;;.nsions that formed the resi- land, for the tyme, has of auld, at the foundation 
dence of Scottish courtiers in the days of other of the said Abbey of Halirudhouse, grantit the 
years. The most remarkable of these is the I privilige of the Girth (protection and sanctuary) 
ancient house of Croft-an-Righ, or the Field of to the hail boundis of the said Abbey, and to 
the King. Corbelled turrets adorn its southern that part of the burghe of the Cannogait, fra the 
gable, and dormer windows its northern front, Girth Corse (cross) down to the Clokisrwne Mylne, 
while many of the ceilings exhibit elaborate quhilk privilige has bene inviolablie observit to all 
stucco details, including several royal insignia. manner of person is cumond wytin the boundes 
Traditionally this house, which, in 1647, was aforsaid, not committand the crymes expresslie 
approached from the Abbey burying-ground by an exceptit for all maner of girth, and that in all 
arched gate between two lodges, has been errone- : tymes bigane past memorie of man." 
ously associated with Mary of Guise; but is 
supposed to 'be the mansion that wac; purchased by , 
54 


in what was of old the open garden ground attached 
to the palace, The tradition of its having been 
the Queen's bath is of considerable antiquity. 
Pennant records an absurd story to the effect that 
she was wont to use a bath of white wine; but the 
spring of limpid water that now wells under the 
earthen floor attests that she resorted to no other 
expedient than aqua þura to exalt or shield her 
charms. And the story is also referred to in a 
poem called" Craigmillar," published about 1770. 


"That chamber where the 
queen, whose charms divine 
Made wond'ring nations own 
the power of Jove, 
Oft bathed her snowy limbs in 
sparkling wine, 
Now proves a lonely refuge 
for the dove." 
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. An engraving of the C1ockmil1 Hot
..e Yo ill be foul'll! on p. 108. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
HOL YROOD ABBEY. 


Foundation of the Abbey-Text of King Dav1d's Charter-Original Extent of the Abbey Church-The so-called Miraculous Cross-The 
Patronages of the Canons-its Thirty-one Abbots-It.. Relics and Revenues. 


WE now enter on the precincts of time-hallowed 
Holyrood, the scene of many brilliant gatherings, 
many a solemn and sad event. There the actors of 
long-departed historical dramas seem to rise to the 
mind's eye, from the days of David to those of 
Charles Edward, and to glide past like Banquo's 
shadowy line. Could these old Gothic walls speak, 
what secrets might they not reveal! There 
generations have assembled in devotion ere they 
went down to darkness and to .. dusty death;" 
there have mitred prelates preached and blessed, 
while kings knelt and listened, ere they rode forth 
to fight for Scotland , and in more than one instance 
to die, with a faith, valour, and patriotism unsur- 
passed by any regal race in Europe. 


.. There sleeps the sovereign in his shroud, the warrior in 
his mail, 
The saint to holy vigils vowed, the faithful and the frail! 
There, though the weeds have warped the shrine, the Rose 
of Cuddres prayed; 
There, daughter of St. Louis' line, thy bridal couch was 
made!" 


In our history of the Castle we have already 
related the pious old legend of the white hart in 
the wood of Drumsheugh-the alleged miracle 
which led to the foundation of Holyrood ALbey by 
David I. The charter granted by this monarch 
to the abbey is without date. The original is 
in the archives of the city, but is only known, 
from the names of those by whom it is witnessed, 
to have been granted between the years 1143 
and 1147. It is beautifully written on vellum, and 
runs thus :- 
"In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in 
honour of the Holy Rood, of St. Mary the Virgin, 
and of all the saints, I, David, by the grace of God, 
King of Scots, of my royal authority, with the 
assent of Henry, my son, and the bishops of my 
kingdom, with the confirmation and testimony of 
the earls and barons, the clergy and people also 
assenting, of divine prompting, grant all the things 
under written to the church of the Holy Rood of 
Edinburgh, and in perpetual peace confirm them. 
These are what we grant to the aforesaid church 
and to the canons serving God therein in free and 
perpetual,jlms. 
"To \(Ift, the church of the Castle, with all its 
appendages and rights, and the trial of battle, 


water, and hot iron, as k1.r as belongs to ecclesias- 
tical dignity; and with Saughton hy its right 
marches, and the church of St. Cuthb
rt, with the 
parish and all things that pertain to that church; 
and with Kyrchetun by its right marches, and 
with the land in which that church is situate, and 
with the other land that lies under the Castle: to 
wit, from the spring that rises near the corner of 
my garden, by the road that leads to the church of 
St. Cuthbert, and, on the other side, under the 
castle until you come to a crag which is under the 
same castle towards the east; and with the two 
chapels which pertain to the same church of St. 
Cuthbert: to wit, Corstorphine, with two oxgates 
and six acres of land; and that chapel of Liberton, 
with two oxgates of land, and all tithes and the 
rights, as well of the living as of the dead, which 
Macbeth gave to that church, and which I have 
granted; and the church of Hereth [Airth?], with the 
land that belongs to that church, and with all the 
land that I have given to it, as my servants and 
good men walked its bounds, and give it over to 
Alwin the Abbot, with one salt work in Hereth and 
twenty-six acres of land. 
"Which church and land aforenamed I will 
th:l.t the canons of the Holy Cross hold and possess 
for ever, freely and quietly; and I strictly forbid 
that anyone unjustly oppress or trouble the canons 
or their men who live in that land, or unjustly 
exact from them any works or aids or secular 
customs. I will, moreover, that the same canons 
have liberty of making a mill in that land, and 
that they havt: in Hereth all those customs, and 
rights, and easements, to wit, in waters, fishings, 
meadows, pastures, and in all other necessary 
things, as they best held them on the day in which 
I had it in my domain; and Broughton, with 
its right marches; and that Inverleith which is 
nearest the harbour, with its right marches, and 
with that harbour, with the half of the fishing, and 
with a whole tythe of all the fishing which belongs 
to the church of St. Cuthbert; and Pittendreich, 
Hamar, and Ford, with their right marches; and 
the hospital, with one plough of land , and forty 
shillings from my Burgh of F din burgh yearly;. ann 
a rent of a hundred shillings yearly to the clothing 
of the canons from my cane [kind ?] of Perth, and 
this from the first ships that come to Perth for the 
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sake of trade; and if it happen that they do not 
come, I grant the aforesaid church from my rent 
of Edinburgh forty shillings, from Stirling twenty 
shillings, and from Perth forty shillings; and one 
toft in Stirling, and the draught of one net for 
fishing; and one toft in my Burgh of Edinburgh, 
free and quit of all custom and exaction; and one 
toft in Berwick, and the draught of two nets in 
Scypwell; one toft in Renfrew of five perches, the 
draught of one net for salmon, and to fish there 
for herrings freely; and I forbid anyone to exact 
from you or your men any customs therefor. 
"I moreover grant to the aforesaid canons from 
my exchequer yearly ten pounds for the lights of 
the church, for the works of that church, and 
repairing these works for ever. I charge, more- 
over, all my servants and foresters of Stirlingshire 
and Clackmannan, that the abbot and convent have 
free power in all my woods and forests, of taking 
as much timber as they please for the building of 
their church and of their houses, and for any purpose 
of theirs; and I enjoin that their men who take 
timber for their use in the said woods have my 
firm peace, and so that ye do not permit them to 
be disturbed in any way; and the swine, the pro- 
perty of the aforesaid church, I grant in all my 
woods to be quit of pannage [food]. 
" I grant. moreover, to the aforesaid canons the 
half of the fat, tallow, and hides of the slaughter of 
Edinburgh; and a tithe of all the whales and sea- 
beasts which fall to me from Avon to Coldbrands- 
path; and a tithe of all my pleas and gains from 
Avon to Coldbrandspath; and the half of my tithe 
of cane, and of my pleas and gains of Cantyre and 
Argyll; and all the skins of rams, ewes, and lambs 
of the castle and of Linlithgow which die of my 
flock; and eight chalders of malt and eight of meal, 
with thirty cart-loads of bush from Liberton; and 
one of my mills of Dean; and a tithe of the mill 
of Liberton, and of Dean, and of the new mill of 
Edinburgh, and of Craggenemarf, as much as I 
have for the same in my domain, and as much as 
Vuieth the White gave them of alms of the same 
Crag. 
"I grant likewise to them leave to establish a 
bllrgll between that church and my burgh. if. And 
I grant that the burgesses have common right of 
selling their wares and of buying in my market, 
freely and quit of claim and custom, in like manner 
as my own burgesses; and I forbid that anyone 
take in this burgh, bread, ale, or cloth, or any ware 
by force, or without consent of the burgesses. I 
grant , moreover, that the canons be quit of toll 


,. Here there is no mention or the town of He,{lcrg("r
J alleged to have 
occupied the site of the Canongate. 


and of all custom in all my burghs and through- 
out all my land: to wit, all things that they buy 
and sell. 
"And I forbid anyone to take pledge on the 
land of the Holy Rood, unless the abbot of that 
place shall have refused to do right and justice, I 
will, moreover, that they hold all that is above 
written as freely and quietly as I hold my own 
lands; and I will that the abbot hold his court as 
freely, fully, and honourably as the Bishop of St. 
Andrews and the Abbots of Dunfermline and 
Kelso hold their courts. 
"Witnesses :-Robert Bishop of St. Andrews, 
John Bishop of Glasgow, Henry my son, William 
my grandson, Edward the Chancellor, Herbert the 
Chamberlain, Gillemichael the Earl, Gospatrick the 
brother of Dolphin, Robert of Montague, Robert 
of Burneville, Peter of Bros, Norman the Sherifj
 
Oggu, Leising , Gillise, William of Graham, Turston 
of Crechtune, Rlein the Archdeacon, Aelfric the 
Chaplain, Walerain the Chaplain," t 
This document is interesting from its simplicity, 
and curious as mentioning many places still known 
under the same names, 
The canons regular of the order of St. Augus- 
tine were brought there from St. Andrews in Fife- 
shire. The order was first established in Scotland 
by Alexander I. in I [ J 4, and ere long possessed 
twenty-eight monasteries or foundations in the 
kingdom, 
So, in process of time, "in the hollow between 
two hills" where King David was saved from the 
white hart, there rose the great abbey house, 
with its stately cruciform church, having three 
towers, of which but a fragment now remains- 
a melancholy ruin. Till its completion the canons 
were housed in the Castle, where they resided till 
about I 176, occupying an edifice which had pre- 
viously been a nunnery, 
The southern aisle of the nave is the only part 
of the church on which a roof remains, and of the 
whole range of beautifully clustered pillars on the 
north side but two fragments alone survive. The 
entire ruin retains numerous traces of the original 
work of the twelfth century, though enriched by 
the additions of subsequent ages. With reference 
to the view of it in the old print which has been 
copied in these pages,t it has been observed 
that therein "the abbey church appears with a 
second square tower, uniform with the one still 
standing at the north of the great doorway. The 
transepts are about the usual proportions, but the 
choir is much shorter than it is proved from other 
- - .. 
t .'Charters relating to Cilyof El1il1ourgh,.' A.D. 1143.1540. 410. Id11. 
: See allte. vol i., p. s. 



44 


OLD A:\ID NEW EDINBURGH. 


(Holyrood 


evidence to have originally been, the greater part The railing referred to was replaced in 1857 by 
of it having perhaps been reduced to ruins before the present rampart wall, when near the same site 
the view was taken. During the levelling of the two stone coffins of the twelfth century, now in 
ground around the palace, and digging a founda- the nave, were found, Each is six feet four inches 
tion for the substantial railing with which it was in length, inside measurement. 
recently enclosed, the workmen came upon the In the abbey was preserved, enshrined in silver, 
bases of two pillars in a direct line with the nave, the alleged miraculous cross which was placed in 
proving that the ancient choir had been of unusual I King David's hand when his horse fell before the 
length. A mound of earth which extends still I stag. It remained on the high altar till the fatal 
farther to the east no doubt marks the foundation! battle of Durham in 1346, whither it was taken by 
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CROFT-AN-RIGH HOUSE. 


of other early buildings [perhaps the abbey I David II., and where alI virtue seemed to have 
house ?], and from their being in the direct line deserted it (Illirabile dictu .f) as it feU into the hands 
of the building it is not improbable that a Lady of the enemy, by whom it was long preserved with 
chapel or other addition to the abbey church zealous veneration in the great cathedral near the 
may have stood to the east of the choir. field. The texture of this remarkable cross was 
A curious relic of the ancient tenants of the said to have been of such a nature that no mortal 
monastery was found by the workmen, consisting artificer could tell whether it was of wood, horn, or 
of a skulI, which had no doubt formed the solitary metal. 
companion of one of the monks. It had a hole in Resides the provisions and privileges contained 
the top of the cranium, which served, most pro- I in the charter of Uavid 1., the abbey was liherally 
bably, for securing a crucifix, and over the brow endowed by many other persons from time to time, 
was traced in antique characters, l'femento 1Ilori. , till it became so opulent as to excite both admira- 
This solitary relic of the furniture of the abbey tion and envy. In the canons were vested the 
was procured by the late Sir Patrick Walker, and patronages of several churches in different parts of 
is still in possession of his family," the realm, and eventually the following were among 
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these ecclesiastical foundations :- The Priory of St. of Haddington, C111l1 terra de ClerkYll/on, per rt'c/as 
Mary's Isle, in Galloway, gifted by Fergus, Lord of di1risas. In 1177 the monastery was still in the 
Galloway, who died a monk of Holyrood in 1161; Castle of Edinburgh. In 1180 Alexius, a sub- 
the Priory of B1antyre, secluded on a rock above deacon, held a council of the Holy Cross near 
the Clyde; Rowadill, in Herries, gifted by Mac- Edinburgh, with reference to the long-disputed 
Leod of Herries; Oransay and Colonsay-in the consecration of John Scott, Bishop of St. Andrews, 
former still stands their priory, built by a Lord of when a double election had taken place, 
the Isles, one of the finest relics of religious an- VI. WILLIAM II., abbot in 1206. During his 
tiquity in the Hebrides; the church of Melgynch, time, John Bishop of Candida Casa resigned his 
granted to them by Matthew, Abbot of Dunkeld, mitre, became a canon of Holyrood, and was 
in 1289; the church of Dalgarnock, granted to buried in the chapter-house, where a stone long 
them by John, Bishop of Glasgow, in 1322; and marked his grave. 
the church and vicarage of Kirkcudbright, by, VII. WALTER, Prior of Inchcolm, abbot in 
Henry, Bishop of Galloway, in 1209, died on the 2nd of January, 
1334, &c. 1217. He was renowned for 
Before narrating some of the learning and piety. 
events of which the abbey and its VIII. WILLIAM IlL, of whom 
church were the scenes, we shall nothing is known but the name, 
give the following list of the and that he was ejected from his 
abbots, so far as they can be office. 
traced in history:- IX. WILLIAM IV., the son of 
I. ALWIN was the first abbot; Owen, resigned his office in 1227, 
he resigned the office in I I 50, when old and infinn, and became 
and is said to have died in 1155, a hermit on Inchkcith, but return- 
He was the confessor of King I ing, died a monk of Holyrood, 
David, and author of a "Book of His name occurs in a crown 
Homilies and Epistles." charter of Alexander III., con- 
II. OSBERT died on the 15th of firming the lands of Newbattle, 
December, 1150. He wrote the 24th June, 1224- 
"Acts of King David I.," and X. ELIAS I., the son of Nicholas. 
was buried with great pomp be- According to Father Hay, he 
fore the high altar. He built some drained the marshes around the 
part of the monastery, and" gave abbey, built the back wall of the 
an image of God the Father, of SEAL OF HOLY/(OOD ABBEY. cemetery, and at his death was 
solid silver." buried behind the high altar in 
Ill. WILLIAM I. succeeded in 1152. He wit- the chapel of St. Mary. 
nessed several charters of Malcolm IV. and XI. HENRY, the next abbot, was named Bishop 
William the Lion; and when he became aged and of Galloway in 1253; consecrated in 1255 by the 
infirm, he vowed to God that he would say his Archbishop of York. 
psalter every day. He enclosed the abbey with a XII. RADULPH, abbot, is mentioned in a gift of 
strong wall. lands at Pittendreich to the monks of St. Marie de 
IV. ROBERT is said to have been abbot about Newbattle. 
the time of William the Lion. "He granted to XIII. ADAM, a traitor, and adherent of England, 
the inhabitants of the newly-projected burgh of the who did homage to Edward I. in 1292, and for 
Canongate various privileges, which were confinned, whom he examined the records in the Castle of 
with additional benefactions, by David II., Robert Edinburgh. He is called Alexander by Dempster. 
III" and James III. These kings granted to the XIV. ELIAS II. is mentioned as abbot at the 
bailies and community the annuities payable by the time of the Scots Templar Trials in 1309, and in a 
burgh, and also the common muir between the deed of William Lamberton, Bishop of St. Andrews, 
lands of Broughton on the west and the lands of in 1316. In his time, Holyrood, like Melrose and 
Pilrig on the east, on the north side of the road Dryburgh, was ravaged by the baffled army of 
from Edinburgh to Leith," Edward II, in 1322. 
V. JOHN, abbot in 1173, witnessed a charter of XV. SYJlION OF WEDALE, abbot at the vigil of 
Richard Bishop of St. Andrews (chaplain to St. Barnabas, 1326, when Robert 1. held a Parlia- 
:Malcolm IV.), granting to his canons the church ment in Holyrood, at which was ratified a concord 
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between Randolph the famous Earl of Moray and XXIV. ARCHIBALD CRAWFORD, abbot in 1457. 
Sir William Oliphant, in connection with the for- He was son of Sir William Crawford of Haining, 
feited estate of William of Monte Alto, Another and had previously been Prior of Holyrood In 
species of Parliament was held at Holyrood on 1450 he was one of the'commissioners who treated 
the loth of February, in the year 1333-4, when with the English at Coventry concerning a truce; 
Edward. III. received the enforced homage of his and again in 1474, concerning a marriage between 
creature Balio!. James Duke of Rothesay and the Princess Cecile, 
XVI. JOHN II., abbot, appears as a witness to second daughter of Erlward IV. of England. He 
three, charters in 1338, granted to William of was Lord High Treasurer of Scotland in 1480. 
Livingston, William of Creighton, and Henry of He died in 1483. On the abbey church (accord- 
Brade (Braid ?). ing to Crawford) his anus were carved more than 
XVII. BARTHOLOMEW, abbot in 1342. thirty times. "He added the buttresses on the 
XVIII. THOMAS, abbot, witnessed a charter to walls of the north and south aisles, and probably 
William Douglas of that ilk, Sir James of Sandi- built the rich doorway which opens into the north 
lands, and the Larly Elcnora Bruce, relict of Alex- aisle." Many finely executed coats armorial are 
ander Earl of Carrick, nephew of Robert I., of the found over the niches, among them Abbot Craw- 
lands of the West Calder. On the 8th of May, ford's frequently-a ftsse ermille, with a star of five 
1366, a council was held at Holyrood, at which the points, in chief, surmounted by an abbot's mitre 
Scottish nobles treated with ridicule and contempt resting on a pastoral staff. 
the pretensions of the kings of England, and sanc- XXV. ROBERT BELLENDEN, abbot in 1486, 
tioned an assessment for the ransom of David II., when commissioner concerning a truce with 
taken prisoner at the battle of Durham. That England. He was still abbot in 1498, and his 
monarch was buried before the high altar in 1371, virtues are celebrated by his namesake, the arch- 
anù Edward III. granted a safe conduct to certain dean of Moray, canon of Ross, and translator of 
persons proceeding to Flanders to provide for the Boëce, who says "he left the abLey, and died ane 
tomb in which he was placed. Chartour-monk." In 1507 the Papal legate pre- 
XIX. JOHN Ill., abbot on the 11th of January, sented James IV., in the name of Pope Julius 11., 
1372. During his term of office, John of Gaunt in the church, amid a brilliant crowd of nobles, 
Duke of Lancaster, fourth son of Edward 111., was with a purple crown adorned by golden lilies, anù 
hospitably entertained at Holyrood, when com- a sword of state studded with gems, which is still 
pelled to take flight from his enemies in England, preserved in the Castle of Edinburgh. He also 
XX. DAVID, abbot on the 18th of January, in brought a bull, bestowing upon James the title of 
the thirteenth year of Robert II. The abbey was Defender of the Faith. Abbot Bellenden, in 1493, 
burned by the army of Richard II. whose army founded a chapel in North Leith, dedicated to St, 
encamped at Restalrig; but it was soon after Ninian, latterly degraded into a victual granary. 
repaired, David is mentioned in a charter dated The causes moving the abbot to build this chapel, 
at Perth, 1384-5. independent of the spiritual wants of the people, 
XXI. JOHN (formerly Dean of Leith) was abbot were manifold, as set forth in the charter of erec- 
on the 8th of :May, 1386. His name occurs in tion. The bridge connecting North and South Leith, 
several cl)arters and other documents, and for the over which he levied toll, was erected at the same 
la<;t time in the indenture or lease of the Canon- time. The piers still remain. (Vol. Ill., p. 172.) 
mills to the city of Edinburgh, [2th September, XXVI. GEORGE CRICHTOUN, abbot in ISIS, 
1423. In his time Henry IV. spared the monas- and Lord Privy Seal, was promoted to the see of 
tery in gratitude for the kindness of the monks to I Dunkeld in [528. As we have recorded elsewhere, 
hi" exiled father John of Gaunt. he was the founder of the Hospital of SI. Thomas, 
XXII, PATRICK, abbot 5th September, 1435. near the Water Gate. An interesting relic of his 
In his term of office James II., who had been born abbacy exists at present in England. 
in the abbey, was crowned there in his sixth year, About the year 1750, when a grave was being 
on the 25th March, 1436-7; and another high dug in the chancel of SI. Stephen's church, St. 
ceremony was performed in the same church when Albans , in Hertfordshire, there was found buried 
Mary of Gueldres was crowned as Queen Consort in the soil an ancient lectern bearing his name, and 
in July, 1449. In the preceding year, John Bishop which is supposed to have been concealed there at 
of Galloway elect became an inmate of the abbey, some time during the Civil Wars. It is of cast 
and was buried in the cloisters. brass, and handsome in design, consisting of an eagle 
XXIII. JAIIH:S, abbot 26th April, 1450. with expanderl wings, supported b}' a shaft deco- 
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rated with several mouldings, partly circular and I 1528. He had been previously provost of the 
partly hexagonal. The eagle stands upon a globe, collegiate church of Corstorphine, and was twice 
and the shaft has been originally supported on High Treasurer, in 1529 and 1537. In 1538 he 
three feet, which are now gone. The lectern at was elected Bishop of Ross, and ht'ld that office, 
present is five feet seven inches in height, and is together with the Abbacy of Ferne, till his death, 
inscribed:-"GEORGIUS CREICHTOUN, EPISCOPUS 31st November, 1545. 
DUNKENENSIS." XXIX. ROBERT STUART, of Strathdon, a son of 
He died on January 24th, 1543, and the proba- James V. by Eupham Elphinstone, had a grant of 
bility is that the lectern had been presented to the abbacy when only seven years of age, and in 
Holyrood on his elevation to Dunkcld as a farewell manhood he joined the Reformation party, in 1559. 


,;;0; 


""'" 

, 


v 


= 


, 

 
! 



- ." 


--:.,--
-

 
 


;:... /JJf'
 1.;;"
 
 f
"'
 _

 _ -
 .'. 
.=- 
_-.1 .d '-. ,\ 'A, ....'" ..,.". 
 _ 
', 'oC=- 
 
 -
---A _ ..', ., 

. :
 
;.:.,:t !it/Þrl-
 
 "
i '( ý 
 
 '
() 
 j l
-
,j
J'

:

 I 
l 

 
f on:---, 1 ,' 
 - . - "" II 
 
 I'" ria ,- 
.

t


 t;, 

 _ IlL - 
\ - 
.-:
 
 
 ; 
_o 

"%lil l 
 :,:

 fP'i\\
 pt, - r ì\ rI 
 'M
ì-' 

 ,,[] 
" 'liP ,


 ',I

I

_

 ':, '
;, '

' .
}I ':_ I

 
 
. 
:: 
,(I ' , J ' J.:. I - 
 I 
, ",., :=. I, - .....1,"'. '
, '" ,II 
I " . I _ 'N..... - 1\ " 
 ., . ,11 '" If)... 
. 

 _ I' 
.. " "
(.. 
J. '.
 I I ,
rL.r I 
II 1':.' 
'7-:- 
...-
-", 
,
 - 
' 
. - 
 -.----- ,.....
. 
 ---- -- --- 



 --- -- 
--=--;
Q- - 


-- - - 
 ,. - 
-P"'
:<,\'.
,,,,,,
... ,I'?,Y,____ r

--
- '- 
- ..; _- 
, _"::"''1íJ1j.ú..:'- .r-...




 _" "iI1
 . " 


--
-. 
 
1. ; f;.".

, \f ,,:. 
;' . 
 '\.. 

 b
. 



 


_.
 


" 


fT11 ' 
..\,
h- 
;at.. ..; 
øtæ:l 
..
 -' 
,"ãiiii "'
..'). . 
4Ø1eI 
 am 
- - 
- #': 
:-- 
--:: 7'+, ;....(. 
- , I- 
I. '1 


: -- 
Ir.':, 
Lt_
_ -
 
.,..I..,'''
 

. r F:.'.' 
 I 
( 
 
r,' ..,_ 
, ,I_r'" 


, 
" III I 
JIII'IIIIII'IJ II
. 
lib 1-, '_ 


- ---.......,..- 

 ... ---
. 
 ..:
=?;---r
 

 ..-...., 

;--:-
- 
- ,/'<", -.#'" 1----...... 
I .( PT ...

ÿ' II.... 

 .
 


THE ABBEY CHURCH. (Fr
m an Engraving in Maillald'. "Hislory of Edinh..rgh,") 


j 


- .... 

:/i.

 
--" 
-
 ".' 


gift, and that it had been stolen from the abbey I He married in 1561, and received from his sister, 
by Sir Richard Lea of Sopwell, who accompanied Queen Mary, a gift of some Crown lands in 
the Earl of Hertford in the inv:Jsion of 1544, and Orkney and Shetland in 1565, with a large grant 
who carrier:'! off the famous brazen font from Holy- out ofthe queen's third of Holyrood in the following 
rood, and presented it to the parish church of St. year. In J 569 he exchanged his aLbacy with 
Albans, with a magniloquent inscription. " This Adam Bishop of Orkney for the temporalities of 
font, which was abstracted from Holyrood, is no that see, and his lands in Orkney ami Shetland 
longer known to exist, and thcre seems no rea- were erected into an earldom in his favour, 28th 
son to doubt that the lectern, which was saved by October, 1581. 
being buried during the Civil Wars, was abstracted XXX. ADAM BOTHWELL, who acquired th
 
at the same time, and given to the church of St. abbacy Ùl COIllIlle1ldam by this strange and lawless 
Albans by the donor of the font." compact, did not find his position a very quiet on
, 
XXVII, WILLIAM DOUGLAS, Prior of Colding- and several articles against him were presented in 
ham, was the next abbot. He died in 1528. the General Assembly in 1570. The fifth of these 
XXVIII. ROBERT CAIRNcRoss,abbot September statcd that all the twenty-scven churches of the 
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abbey wherein divine service had been performed I the necessary repairs. He resigned his so-c,tlled 
"are decayit, and made some sheep-folùs, and some abbJ.cy in favour of his son before 1583, and dierl 
sa ruinous that none dare enter into thame for I in 1593. He WJ.S interred near the third pillar 
fear of falling, especially Halyrud Hous, althocht from the 
outh-east corner, on the sOllth side of the 
the Bishop of Sanct Androw's, in time of Papistry, I church. 
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INTERIOR OF THE CHAPEL ROYAL OF HOLYROOD HOUSE, 1687. (After Wyck and p, lIfazell,) 


sequestrat the haiH rentis of the saill abbacy, XXXI. JOHN BOTHWELL, his eldest son, held 
because only the glassen winrlows wer not holden the abbey in cOJllJlleJ/daJll under the great seal, 
up and repairt," To this Bothwell answered that 24th February, [581, and \Va'i a Lord of Session 
the churches reierred to had been pillaged and in 1593. In 1607 part of the abbey property, 
ruinerl before his time, especially Holyrood I together with the monastery itself, was converterl 
Church, "quhilk hath been thir twintie yeris into a temporal peer::c:e for him and his heirs, by 
bygane ruinous through decay of twa principal the title of Iord Holyroodhouse. John Lord 
pillars, sa that none wer assurit under it," and that Bothwell dicd without ùirect heirs male, and 
two thousand pounds would not be sufficient for though the title should have descended to his brother 
65 
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William, who had property in Broughton, after his great abbey may be gathered from the charters 
death, none bore even nominally the title of abbot. and gifts in the valuable JlI/tIIÎIIl, nta Ecc/esia Sallclæ 
A part of the lands fell to the .Earl of Roxburghe, Crllcts de EdIt'Ùmbllrg and the series of Stall 
from whom the superiority passed, as narrated Rolls. To enumerate the vestments, ornaments, 
elsewhere. jewels, relics, and altar vessels of gold anù silver 
The "Chronicon S:ll1ctæ Crucis" was commenced set with precious stones, would far exceed our 
by the canons of Holyrooù, but the portion that limits, but they are to be found at length in the 
has bcen preserved comes down only to ] 163, second volume of the "Bannatyne Miscelbny," 
and breaks off at the time of their third abbot. When the monastery was dissolved at the Reforma- 
"Even the Indices Sanctorum and the 'two tion its revenues were great, and accordil1g to the 
Cllendars of Benefactors and Brethren, begun from first two historians of Edinburgh its annu:\1 incomc 
the earliest times, and continued by the care of then was stated as follows: 
numerous monks,' may-when allowance is made I ' B " I ' I d I h t h Id I II 
' Y 1> aIt an : n w ea _ 27 c a ers, 10 )0 s. 
for the magmloquent style of the recorder-mean " In bear... 4 0 " 9" 
nothing more than the united calendar, mart}'r- " In oats... 34 " 15" 31 pecks. 
ology, and ritual book, which is fortunately still 1 501 capons, 24 hen" 24, salmon, 12 loads of salt. and an 
preserved. It is a large folio volume of 13 2 leaves unknO\,n numher of sWine. In muney, j;2.926 8<. 6<1, 
oi thick vellum, in oak boards covered with stamped Scot<; 
1 I I . h II h I . d . f I . .By Arnot: Tn wheat ..ò..,...,..44 2 hol\". 
eat ler, w HC resem) es t e IIn mg 0 tIe SIX- .. Tn hear.. "........64 0 " 
teenth century." " Tn oats ...'.. ........5 60 " 
The e)"tent of the ancient possessions of this with the s,une amount in other kind, andj;250 sterling, 


CHAPTER VIII. 


II 0 L Y ROO DAB BEY (condmlt'd). 


f'harterofWilliam I,-Tridt of the Scottish Templars-Prenderga,t's Revenge-Charter.; by Robert II. and IH.-The Lord of the htes- 
Coronation of James H.-Marriages of James H. and 1J1.-Church, &c. Burned by the Engli
h- Plundered by them-It.. kestor..ui[\n 
by James VII.- The Royal Valllt-De"òCriptioll of the Chapel Royal Phlßd
red at the Revolution -Ruined in 1768-The West Front-- 
The Belhaven Monument-The Churchyard-Exteut or Pre,ent Ruin- l'he Sanctuary-The Abbey Bells. 


KING 'Yn.LIAM THE LIO
, in a charter under his troops of Edward II., and John of Bretagne, E:ul 
great seal, gr.mted between the years 1171 and of Richmond, was arrogantly called lieutenant of 
1177, addressed to "all the good men of his whole the kingdom, though Robert Bruce, succeeding to 
kingdom, French, English, Scots, and G,llwegians," the power and popularity of \Yallace, was in arms 
confirmed the monks of Holyrood in all that har! in the north-that l\laster J olm de Soleure, other- 
been given them by his grandfather, King. David, wise styled of Solerio, "chaplain to our lord the 
t0 6 ether with many other gifts, including the pasture Pope," together with William 1 amberton, Bishop of 
of a thousand sheep in Rumanach (Rom.mno ?), St. Andrews, met at the Abbey of J lolyrood "for 
a document witnessed in the castle, "aj>II" I the trial of thc Templars, and two brethren of that 
Edmsl'h'rch." order undernamed, the only persons of the <>rder 
In 1309, when Elias II. was abbot, there present in Ihe kingdom of Scotland, by comman(1 
occurred an interesting event at Hol) rood, of of our most holy lonl Clement 'T." Some curious 
which no notice has yet been taken in any histor) light is thrown upon the inner life of the order by 
of Scotland-the trial of the Scottish Knights of the this trial, which it is impossible to give at full 
Temple on the usual charges made against the. length. 
ordcr, after the terrible murmurs that rose against it In the first place appeared Brother "'alter of 
in P.uis, London, and elsewhere, in consequence Clifton, who, bcing sworn on the Gospels, repljed 
of its alleged secrct infidelity, sorcery, and other that he had belonged to the military order of the 
vices. I Temple for ten years, since the last feast of All 
According to the Pr,'asslI:f fadlls co/11m Tel/l- Saints, and had been received into it at Temple 
p1arios in Scotia, in \''ilkins' "Con cilia," a work of Bruer, at Lincoln, in England, by Brother William 
great price and rarity, it was in the month of de la More (whom Raynouard, in his work on the 
December, 1309-when the south of Scotland was I order, calls a Scotsman), and that the Scottish 
overrun by the English, Irish, Welsh, and Norman I brother knights recei
cd the statutes and observ- 
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ances of the order from the Master of England, serving-men of the order, but nothing of a crimina
 
who received them from the Grand Master at nature against it \\as elicited; though during similar 
Jerusalem and the Master at Cyprus. He had examinations at Lincoln, Brother Thomas Tocci de 
then to det
ll the llI,où,e of I
is reception into the 1 Thoroldby" a Templar, declared that he had heard 
orùer, Le::;gmg admission with clasped hands and the late Bnan Ie Jay (Master of Scotland and after- 
Lended knees, affirming that he had no debts and wards of England) say a hundred times over, "that 
was not affianced to any \\.omJ.n, and that he "vowed Christ was not the true God, but a mere man, and 
to be a perpetual servant to the master and the that the smallest hair out of the beard of a Saracen 
brotherhood, and to defend the Eastern land; to was worth any Christian's whole body;" and that 
be for ever chaste and obedient, and to live without once, when he was standing in Sir Brian's presence, 
his own will and property," A white mantle had certain beggars sought alms" for the love of God 
then been put upon his shoulder (to be worn over and our Blessed Lady," on which he threw a 
his chain armour, but looped up to le:lVe the sword- halfpenny in the mud, and made them hunt for 
arm free); a linen coif and the kiss of frJ.ternity it, though in midwinter, saying, "Go to your lady 
were then gi\'en him. On his knees he then vowed and be hanged!" Another Templar, Stephen de 
.. never to dwdl in a house where a woman was in Stapelbrvgge, declared that Sir Brian ordered him 
labour, nor be present at the marriage or purifica- at his admission to spit upon the cross, but he spat 
tion of one; that from thence forward he would beside it. 
sleep in his shirt and drawers, with a cord girt over The first witness examined at Holyrood was 
the former," Hugh Abbot of Dunfermline, who stated that he 
The in{luisitors, who were perhaps impatient to had ever viewed \\ith suspicion the midnight 
hear of the lour-legged idol, the cat, and the devil, chapters and" clandestine admission of brethren." 
concerning all of which such curious confessions Elias Lord Abbot of Holyrood, and Gen-ase Lord 
had been made by the Florentine Temp\ars, now Abbot of Newbattle, were then examined, together 
asked him if he hJ.d ever heard of scandals against with Master Robert of Kydlawe, and Patrick 
the order during his residence at Temple in Prior of the Dominicans in the fields near Edin- 
Lothian, or of knights that had fled from their pre- burgh, and they agreed in all things with the Abbot 
ceptories; and he answered :- of Dunfermline, 
.. \ es; Brother Thomas Tocci and Brother John The eighth witness, Adam of Wedale (now 
de HusRete, who'for two years had been precep- called Stow), a Cistercian, accuserl the Templars of 
tor before him at Balantradoch (Temple), and also selfishness and oppression of their neighbours, and 
two other knights who were natives of Engbnd." John of Byres, a monk of Newbattle, John of 
Being closely interrogated upon all the foolish Mumphat and Gilbert of Haddington, two monks 
accusations in the papal bull of Clement, he boldly of Hol}rood, entirely agreed with him; while the 
replied to each item in the negative. Two of the rector of Ratho maintained that the Scottish 
charges were that their chaplains celebrated mass Templars were not free from the crimes imputed to 
without the words of consecration, anrl that the the order, adding" that he had never known when 
knights believed their preceptors could ahsolve sins. any Templar was buried or heard of one dying a 
He explained that such powers could be delegated, natural death, and that the whole order was gene- 
and that he himself" had received it a considerable ral1y against the Holy Church," The fonner points 
time ago." had evident reference to the rumour that the order 
Sir William de Middleton, clad in the military burned their dead and drank the ashes in wine! 
order of the Temple, was next sworn and interro- Henry de Leith Rector of Restalrig, Nicholas 
gated in the same manner. He was admitted into Vicar of Lasswade, John Chaplain of St. Leonard's, 
the order, he said, by Sir Brian Ie Jay, then Master and others, agreed in all things with the Abbot of 
of England, who was slain by Wallace at th
 battle Dunfermline, as did nine Scottish barons of rank 
of Falkirk, and had resided at Temple in Lothian who added that" the knights were ungracious to the 
and other preceptories of the order, and gave the poor, practising hospitality alone to the great and 
same denials to the clauses in the bull that had wealthy, and then only under the impulse of fear; 
been given by Clifton, with the addition that he and moreover, that had the Templars been good 
"was prohibited from receiving any service from Christians they would never have lost the Holy 
women, not even water to wash his hands." Land." 
After this he was led from the court, anrl forty- The forty-first and last witness, John Thyng, 
one witnesses, summoned to Holyrood, were ex- who for seventeen years had been a serving brother 
amined. These were chieRy abbots, priests, and even of the order in Scotbnd, coincided with the others, 
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adding, "that many brethren of the Temple, being 
common people, indifferently absolve excommuni- 
cated persons, saying that they derived power from 
their lord the Supreme Pontiff;" and also, "that 
the chapters were held so secretly that none save 
a Templar ever had access to them." 
So ended the imluisition at lIolyrood," which 
could not be made more solemn on account of the 


to a rich booty near Calder Muir by a soldier 
named Robert Prendergast, an adherent of Baliol, 
who served under the English banner. Upon 
returning to the castle, instead of being rewarded, 
as he expected, the Scottish traitor, at dinner in 
the hall, was placed among the serving-men and 
below the salt. 
Filled with rage and mortification, he remained 
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GROUND PLAN OF THE CHAPEL ROYAL OF HOLY ROOD HOUSE. 
(From all Engravillg ill tlt
 His/ory if'tlt
 Abb
y. fub/is/led;n ]821.) 
A, Great West Entrance; B, North Door; C C, Doors from South Aisle to Clo.sters. now waned up; Dt Great East \Vindow; E, Stair to 
Rood.loft; F, Door to the Palace. !lhut up; G. Remaining PiIl,us, nor..h side; H, Screen-work in Stone. 


daily incursions of the CIlcmy"-i.e" the Scottish silent, and declined to eat. Thomas Knyton 
patriols under Bruce. I observing this, asked the reason in a jesting tone, 
We may conclude that on the departure of John I and on receiving a haughty and sullen reply, pas- 
of Solerio, the preceptor and his companion were sionately struck Prendergast on the head nith a 
set at liberty; but on the suppression of the order I weapon that lay near, and so se\ere was the blow 
throughout Scotland, their vast possessions were that his blood bespattered the Roor, He affected 
given to their rivals, the Knights of St. John at to bear with this new outrage, and nursing his 
Torphichen, wrath, quitted the fortress; but next day, when 
In 1337. about the time that John II. was abbot, 'Thomas Knyton rode through the gate into the 
sanctuary WàS gi\'en in Holyrood church to a re- city with a few attenrlants, Prendergast rushed 
markable fugitive from the Castle of Erlinburgh, from a place of concealment-probably a Close 
which at that time was h<-:Id by an English garrison I head-and passing a long sword through his heart, 
under Thomas Knyton, In one of the forays made dasherl him a corpse on the causeway. 
by him in search of supplies, he had been guided: He then leaped on Knyton's horse, and spurring 
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down the street, reached Holyrood, where he 
sought sanctuary in the chapel of St. Augustine; 
there his English pursuers found him on his knees 
before the altar. 
As they dared not, under pain of excommunica- 


ever intent on revenge, joined Sir William Douglas, 
the Black Knight of Liddesdale, whose forces lay 
in the fastnesses of Pentland Muir. 
From there one night he led the Liddesdale men, 
and being well acquainted with all the avenues to 
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\VEST FRONT OF HOLYROOD ABBEY CHURCH. 


tion, violate the'sanctuary, they set a guard upon 
the church, resolving to starve him into surrender: 
hut fortunately for Robert Prendergast, the monks 
of Holyrood were loyal to their king, and thinking 
probahlyan Englishman less in the workl mattered 
little from a Scottiöh point of view, they conveyed 
to him provisions every night unseen by the guard. 
For twelve days and nights he lurked by the altar 
of St. Augustine, until, disguised in a monk's cowl 
and gown, he cffected an escape; and more than 


tl1e then open and unwalled city, attached the 
English, and left 400 of them dead in the streets. 
Sir William Dougbs re.captured the fortn:ss in the 
following year. 
In 1370 J}ávid II. was interred with every 
solemnity before the high altar, the site of which is 
no\\' in the Palace Garden. It was inscribed, ".IIi.: 
Rex slib /aþide Dai,;'1 inditlls est tlt/lIll/lll11S," as 
given by Forrlun. 
On the 18th of January, 1384-5, Robert II., 
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under his great seal, granted to D<lVid, Abbot of In 1437 the P.uliament met at Edinburgh, on 
Holyrood, a piece of land within the Castle of the 25th !\brch, after the murder of James 1., and 
Edinburgh whereon to erect a house, to which the adopted immediate measures for the government of 
monks, their servants and families, might repair in the country. Their first act W.lS the coronatiun of 
time of peace and war. This piece of ground the young prince, in his si:\th ye<lf, on whose he<ld 
was eighty feet in length and eighty in breadth, at Holyrood, as James 11., the crown was solemnly 
wherever the abbot might choose, "beyond the placed uy James Kennedy, Bishop of St. Andrews, 
site of our nunor" (the royal lodging?); .. the in presence of a great concourse of the nobles, 
said abbot and his successors paying therefor to clergy, and representatives of towns, amid the usu;ll 
us and to our heirs a silver penny at the said testimonies of devotion and loyalty, 
c.lstle on Whitsunday yearly, if asked only, so ún March 27th, 1439, Patrick .\bbot of Holy- 
that the foresaid abbot and his successors and rood and his convent granted a charter to Sir Robelt 
their servants shall be bound to take the oath Logan of Restalrig, and his heirs, of the office of 
of fidelity for the due security of the said castle bailie over their lands of St. Leona.rd's, in the Wwn 
to the keeper thereof, who may be for the time, of Leith, "from the end of the great volut of 
ha\'e free ish and entry to the said castle at accus. William Log<me, on the east part of the common 
tomed and proper hours." gate that passes to the ford o\'er the water of Leith, 
On the 5th April, 1391, King Robert IlL, under beside the waste land near the house of John of 
his great seal, granted a charter to the Abbey of Turyng on the west part, and common Ven<lle 
Holyrood, confirming the charter of David II. to called St. Leonard's Wynd, as it extended of old 
the abbey, dated 30th December, 1343. It is dated on the south part, and the water of the port of 
at EJinburgh. When the abbey became a species Leith on the north, and . . . . in the ninth year of 
of palace has never been distinctly .1.scertained, the pontificate of our most holy father and lord, 
but Robert II I. appears sometimes to ha\'e made Eugenius I V., by Divine Providence Pope." 
Holyrood his residence. James 1. occasionally Chronobgically, the next event connected with 
kept his court there; and in the abbey his queen the abbey was the arrival of Mary of Gueldres in 
was delivered of twin princes, on the 16th October, 1449, In company with John Railston, Bishop 
Lp6-:\lexander, who died, and James, afterwards of Dunkeld, and Nicholas Otterburn, official of 
second of that name. Lothian, the Lord Chancellor Crichton went to 
In Lp8 a remarkable episode occurred in the France to seek among the princesses of that 
aLbey church. Alexander, Lord of the hIes, who friendly court a suitahle bride for young James 
had been in rebellion against James 1., but had II.; but no match being suitable, by the advice 
been utterly defeated by the royal troops in of Charles VII. these ambassadors proceeded to 
Lochaber, sent messengers to the king to sue for Burgundy, and, with the cordial concurrence of 
mercy. nut the latter, justly incensed, refused to Duke Philip the Good, made proposals to his 
enter into any negotiations with an outLnved kinswoman, Mary, the only daughter anò heiress 
fugitive, Alexander, driven to despair, and com- of Arnold, Duke of Gl1eldres, and in 1449 the 
pelled to fly from place to place, was compelled at engagement was forma11y concluded. Philip pro- 
L1st to trust to the royal clemency. Tra\.elling mised to pay ;(;60,000 in gold as a dowry, while 
secretly to Edinhurgh, he suJdenly presented him- James, on the other hand, settled 10,000 crown<; 
self, upon a solemn festival, before the high altar of upon her, secured on land in Strathearn, Athule, 
Holyrood, and holding his drawn sword by the l\Iethven, and East Lothian, while relinquishing all 
point, he presented the hilt to the astonished king, claim to the Duchy of Gueldres, in the event of 
in token of his unconditional submission, and an heir male being horn to Duke Arnold; and the 
falling on his knees, in presence of Queen Jane Parliament met at Stirling, resolved that the royal 
and the whole cOl1rt, implored the royal mercy. nuptials should be conducted on a scale of splen- 
The ill.fated James granted him his life, at the dour suited to the occasion. 
tender intercession of his royal consort, but sent The fleet containing the bride anchored in June 
him a prisoner to the sequestered castle of in the Forth. She was" young, beautiful, and of a 
Tant<lllon, on its s
a-beat rock, under the charge masculine constitution," says Hawthornden, and 
of his nephew, the Far1 of Angus. The island came attended by a splendid train of knights and 
chief e\'entually received a free pardon, was restored nobles from France and Burgundy, including the 
to an his honours, castles, and estates, and stooe} Archduke Sigismund of Austria, the [)uke of 
as sponsor for the twin princes, ,\lexander and I Brittany, and the Lord of Cam[were (the three 
James, at the font. brothers-in-law of the King of Scotland), together 
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with the Dukes of Savoy and Burgundy. She I at Leith in July, q69. She was in her sixteenth 
lanued at Leith amid a vast concourse of all year, and had as her dowry the isles of Orkney 
classes of the people, and, escorted by a body- and Shetland, over which her ancestors hau hitherto 
guard of 300 men-at-arms, all cap-à-pie, with claimed feud.ll superiority. James IlL, her 
the citizens also in their armour, under Patrick I husband, had barely completed his eighteenth 
Cockburn of Newbigging, Provost of Edinburgh year when they were nnrrieu in the abbey church, 
and Governor of the C.Istle, was escorted to the where she was crowned queen-consort. " The mal' 
monastery of the Greyfriars, where she was warmly I riage and coronation gave occasion to prolonged 
welcomed by her future husband, then in his festivities in the metropolis and plentiful congratu- 
twentieth year, and was visited by the queen- l.1tions throughout the kingdom, Nor was the 
mother on the following day, I fI.Ittering welcome undeserved by the queen; in the 
The week which intervened between her arrival I bloom of youth and beauty, amiable and virtuous, 
and her marriage was spent in a series of magni- educated in all the feminine accomplishments of 
ficent entertainments, during which, from her great tbe age, and so richly endowed, she brought as 
beauty and charms of manner, she won the devoted I valuable an accession of lustre to the court as of 
affection of the loyal nobles and people, territory to the kingdom," 
A contemporary chronicler has given a minute In q77 there arrived "heir in grate pompe;' 
account of one of the many chivalrous tournaments says Balfour, "Husman, the legate of Pope 
that took place, in which three Burgundian nobles, Xystus the Fourth," to enforce the sentence of 
two of them brothers named Lalain, and the third deprivation and imprisonment pronounced by His 
Hervé Meriadet, challenged any three Scottish Holiness upon Patrick Graham, Archbishop of St. 
knights to joust with lance, battle-axe, sword, and Andrews, an eminent and unfortunate dignitary of 
dagger, a defiance at once accepted by Sir J ames the Church of Scotland. He was the first who 
Douglas, James Doug1.1S of Lochleven, and Sir I bore that r.lI1k, and on making a journey to Rome, 
John Ross of I-Ialkhead, Constable of Renfrew, returned as legate, and thus gained the displeasure 
Lances were shivered and sword and axe resorted of the king .Ind of the clergy, who dreaded his 
to with nearly t:qllal fortune, till the king threw power. He was shut up in the monastery of Inch- 
down his truncheon and ended the combat. I colm, and finally in the castle of Lochleven. Mean- 
The royal marriage, which took place in the \\ hile, in the following year, William Schive7, a 
cnurch at Holyrood amid univers.ll joy, conclude!l great courtier and favourite of the king, was 
these stining scenes. At the briual feast the first solemnly consecrated in Holyrood Church by the 
dish was in the form of a boar's head, painted and papal legate, from whose hands he received a pall, 
stuck full of tufts of coarse flax, served up on an the ensign of archiepiscopal dignity, and with great 
enormous platter, with thirty-two b.Inners, bearing solemnity was proclaimed" p.imate and Legate of 
the arms of the king and principal nobles j and the the realm of Scotland." His luckless rival died 
flax was set afl.Ime, amid the acclamations of the of a broken hmrt, and was buried in St, Saf's 
numerous assembly that filled the banquet-hall. Isle, where his renl.lins were recently discO\'ered, 
Ten years after Holyrood beheld a sorrowful buried in a peculiar posture, with the knees drawn 

cene, when, in 1460, James, who had been slain up al1ll the hands down by the side. 
by the bursting of a cannon at the siege of Rox-I In 153 I, when Robert Cairncross was abhot, 
hurgh on the 3rd August, in his thirtieth year, was there occurred an event, known as "the miracle of 
laid in the royal vault, "with the teares of his John Scott," which made some noise in its time. 
people and his haill army," says Balfour, j This man, a citizen of Edinburgh, having taken 
In 1467 there came from Rome, dated 22nd shelter from his creditors in the sanctuary of 1I01y- 
February, the bull of Pope P.Iul II., granting, on rood, subsisted there, it is alleged, for forty days 
the petition of the provost, bailies, and community without food of any kind. 
of the city, a commission 'to the Bishop of Galloway, I Impressed by this circumstance, of which some 
"et diledtJfilz"') Abbati .JltJnasterii Saudæ Cruds extra exaggerated account had perhaps been given to 
11l11YJS de EdYllblll;r;/I," to erect the Church of St. I him, James V. ordered his apparel to be changed 
Giles into a coilegiate institution. and strictly searched. He ordered also that he 
Two years afterwards Holyrood was again the I should be con\'eyed from Holyrood to a multed 
scene of nuptial fcstivities, when the Parliamcnt room in David's Tower in the castle, where he was 
met, and Margaret of Norway, Denmark, and barred from access by all and closely guarded, 
Sweden, escorted by the Earl of Arran and a D.Iily a small allowance of bread and water were 
gallant train of Scottish and D.Inish nobles, landed placed before him, but he abstained from both for 
I 
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thirty.two days. He was then brouJht forth, nude, Holyrudhous ;" but tTle days of its declension and 
in presence of a multitude, who regarded him with destruction were at hand, 
fear and wonder, and to whom he affirmed "that I The English army which invaded Scotland under 
by the aid of the Blessed Virgin, he could fast as the Earl of Hertford, in 1543-4, barbarously burned 
long as he pleased," I down the temporal edifices of the abbey; and 
" As there appeared to be more simplicity than among other p!under there were carried off the 
guile in his behaviour, he was released, and after. brass lectern which has been already described, 
wards went to Rome, where he fasted long enough and a famous brass font of curious workmanship, 
to com iuce Pope Gregory of the miracle. From I by Sir Richard Lea, knight, captain of English 
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Rome he went to Venice, where he received fifty I Pi011eers, who presented it to the Church of 5t. 
ducats of gold to convey him to Jerusalem, in per. Aloans, in Hertfordshire, with the following absurd 
formance of a vow he had made. He returned to inscription, which is given in Latin in Camden's 
Scotland in the garb of a pilgrim, wearing palm- "Britannia ":_ 
leaves, and bearing a bag filled with large stones, I "When Leith, a town of good account in 
which he said were taken out of the pillar to which Scotland, and Edinburgh, the principal city of that 
the Saviour was bound when he was scourged. He nation, were on fire, Sir Richard Lea, knyght, sa\'ed 
became a preacher, and in an obscure suburb of me out of the flames, and brought me to England, 
the city performed mass before an altar, on which In gratitude for his kindness, I, who heretofore 
h!s daughter, a girl of beauty, stood with wax tapers served only at the baptism of kiné;s, do now most 
around her to represent the Virgin-a double im- willingly render the same service even to the 
piety, which soon brought him under the ridicule meanest of the English nation. Lea the conqueror 
and contempt he deserved." hath so commanded! Adieu. The year of man's 
In 153 2 , the" Diurnal of Occurrents" records, , salvation, I 543-4, in the thirty-sixth year of King 
there" \Vas made ane great abjuration of the I Henry VIII." 
favouraris of Martene Lutar in the abLey of Folther Hay records that among other things 
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brought to the abbey by Abbot Bellenden were 
" the gret bellis and the gret brasin fownt." 
During the civil wars in the time of Charles I. 
this relic was converted into money by the Puritans, 
and in all probability was utterly destroyed, 
After the battle of Pinkie, in 1547, the English 


sioners, making first theyr visitacion there, they 
found the moonkes all gone, but the church and 
mooch parts of the house well covered with leade. 
Soon after thei pluct of the leade and had down 
the bels, which wear but two, and, according to the 
statute, did somewhat hearby disgrace the hous. 
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NURl'H ENTRANCE TO THE NAVE OF HOLYROOD ABBt.Y CHURCH. 


troops returnerl to complete the destruction of the I As touching the moonkes, becaus they wear gone, 
abbey, which in the interval had been completely they put them to their pencions at large." 
repaired, and their proceedings are thus recorded I These repeaterl destructions at the hands of a 
by one of themselves, Patten, in his account of wanton enemy, rather than any outrages by the Re- 
the expedition into Scotland :-" Thear stood to the formers, were the chief cause that now we find 
westward, about a quarter of a mile from our nothing remaining of the church but the fragment 
campe, amonasterie; they call it Hollyroode Abbey. of one tower and the shattered nave; though much 
Sir Walter Bonham and Edward Chamberlayne got I of the choir and transepts were in existence for 
license to suppress jt; whereupon these com mis- I many years later, and might have been so still had 
66 
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proper exertions been made for their repair and 
preservation, particularly by the Bishop of Orkney, 
and ere it shrank to the proportions of a chapel. 
But even when the Reformation was in full progress 
the following entry appears in the accounts of the 
Lord High Treasurer, under date the 8th February, 
1557-8 :-L36 "to David Melville, indweller in 
Leith, for ane pair of organs to the chapel in the 
palace of Holyroodhouse." 
The remains of George Earl of Huntly, who 
was slain at the battle of Corrichie, when he was 
in rebellion against the Crown, were brought by 
sea to Edinburgh in 1562, and kept all winter 
unburied in the Abbey of Holyrood-most pro- 
bably in the church, Then an indictment for high 
treason was exhibited against him in the month 
of May following, "eftir that he was deid and de- 
partit frae this mortal lyfe," and the corpse was 
lairl before Parliament: in this instance showing 
the rancour of party and the absurdity of old feudal 
laws. 
It was somewhere about this time that the new 
royal vault was constructed in the south aisle of 
the nave, and the remains of the kings and queens 
were removed from their ancient resting-place near 
the high altar, It is built against the ancient 
N orman doorway of the cloisters, which still re- 
mains externally, with its slender shafts and beauti- 
ful zigzag mouldings of the days of David I. "The 
cloisters," says \Vilson, "appear to have enclosed 
a large court, formed in the angle of the nave and 
transept. The remains of the north are clearly 
traceable still, and the site of the west side is oc- 
curried by palace buildings. Here was the ambu- 
latory for the old monks, when the magnificent 
foundation of St. Ða\.id retained its pristine splen- 
dour , and remained probably till the burning of 
the abbey after the death of James V.," who was 
buried there beside his first queen in December 
1542, and his second son, Arthur Duke of Albany, 
a child eight days old, who died at Stirling. 
In the royal vault also lie the remains of David 
II,; Prince Arthur, third son of James IV., who 
died in the castle, July 15th, 1510, aged nine 
months; Henry, Lord Darnley, murdered 1567; 
and Jane, Countess of Argyle, who was at supper 
with her sister, the queen, on the night of Rizzio's 
assassination. "Dying without issue, she was en- 
closed in one of the richest coffins ever seen in 
Scotland, the compartments and inscriptions being 
aU of solid gold." In the same vault were de. 
posited the remains of the Duchess de Grammont, 
who died an exile at Holyrood in 1803; and, in 
the days of Queen Victoria, the rem..lÍns of Mary of 
Gueldres , queen of James II. 


Among the altars in the church were two dedicated 
to St, Andrew and St. Catherine, a third dedicated 
to St. Anne by the tailors of Edinburgh, and a 
fourth by the Cordiners to St. Crispin, whose 
statutes were placed upon it. 
On the 18th of June, 1567, two days after the 
imprisonment of Queen Mary, the Earl of Glencairn 
and others, "with a savage malignity, laid waste 
this beautiful chapel," broke in pieces its most 
valuable furniture, and laid its statues and other 
ornaments in ruins. 
On the 18th of June, 1633, Charles I. was 
crowned with great pomp in the abbey church and 
amid the greatest demonstrations of loyalty, when 
the silver keys of the city were delivered to him by 
the Provost, after which they were never again 
presented to a monarch until the time of George 
IV,; but afterwards the religious services were 
performed at Holyrood with great spltndour, ac- 
cording to the imposing ritual of the English 
Church-" an innovation which the Presbyterians 
beheld with indignation, as an insolent violation of 
the laws of the land." 
In 1687 the congregation of the Canon gate were 
removed from the church by order of James VI!., 
and the abbey church-now nam
d a chapel- 
was richly decorated , and twelve stalls were placed 
therein for the Knights of the Thistle, An old view 
of the interior by Wyck and Mazell, taken prior 
to the fall of the roof, represents it entire, with all 
its groining and beautiful imperial crowns and 
coronets on the drooping pendants of the inter- 
laced arches. They show the clerestory entire, 
and within the nave the stalls of the knights, six 
on each side. Each of these stalls had five steps, 
and on each side a Corinthian column supported 
an entablature of the same order, each surmounted 
by two great banners and three trophies, each 
composed of helmets and breastplates, making in 
all twenty-four banners and thirty-six trophies over 
the stalls, At the eastern end was the throne, 
surmounted by an imperial crown. On each side 
were two panels, having the crown, sword, and 
sceptre within a wreath of laurel, and below, other 
two panels, with the royal cypher, J.R., and the 
crown. Wyck and l\Iazell show the throne placed 
upon a lofty dais of seven steps, on six of which 
were a unicorn and lion, making six of the former 
on the right, and six of the latter on the left, aU 
crowned. Behind this rose a Corinthian canopy, 
entablature, and garlands, all of carved oak, and 
over all the royal arms as borne in Scotland; the 
crest of Scotland, the lion sejant; on the right the 
ensign of St. Andrew; In defence on the left the en- 
sign of St. Ccorge. Amid a star of spears, swords, 
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the people of Edinburgh became seized by a spirit 
of the foullest desecration, and from thenceforward, 
until a comparatively recent period, the ruined 
church remained open to all, and was appropriated 
to the vilest uses. Grose thus describes what he 
saw when the rubbish had been partly cleared 
away :-" When we lately visited it we saw in the 
middle of the chapel the columns which had been 
borne down by the weight of the roo( Upon 
looking into the vaults which were open, we found 
that what had escaped the fury of the mob at the 
Revolution became a prey to the mob who ransacked 
it after it fell. In A.D. 1776 we had seen the body 
of James V, and others in their leaden coffins; 
the coffins are now stolen. The head of Queen 
Margaret (Magdalene ?), which was then entire, and 
even beautiful, and the skull of Darnley, were also 
stolen, and were last traced to the collection of a 
statuary in Edinburgh," 
In 1795 the great east window was blown out 
in a violent storm, but in 1816 wac; restored from 
its own remains, which lay scattered about on the 
ground. In the latter year the north-west tower, 
latterly used as a vestry, was still covered by an 
ogee leaden roof. Ultimately this also fell. 
The west front of what remains, though the work 
perhaps of different periods, is in the most beauti- 
ful style of Early English, and the boldly-cut heads 
in its sculptured arcade and rich variety of orna- 
ment in the doorway are universally admired. 
The windows above it were additions made so 
lately as the time of Charles 1., and the inscriptions 
which that unfortunate king had carved on the 
ornamental tablet between them is a striking illus- 
tration of the vanity of human hopes. One runs:- 


and cannon were two ship's masts, fully rigged, 
one on the right bearing the Scottish flag, another 
on the left bearing the English, " Above all these 
rose the beautiful eastern window, shedding a flood 
of light along the nave, eclipsing the fourteen 
windows of the clerestory. The floor was laid 
with ornamental tiles, some portions of which are 
yet preserved." (&e view, p. 49.) 
In the royal yacht there came to Leith from 
London an altar, vestments , and images, to complete 
the restoration of the church to its ancient uses. 
As if to hasten on the destruction of his house, 
James VIL, not content with securing to his 
Catholic subjects within the precincts of Holyrood 
that degree of religious toleration now enjoyed 
by every British subject, had mass celebrated there, 
and established a college of priests, whose rules 
were published on the 22nd of March, 1688 , in- 
viting people to send their children there , to be 
educated gratis, as Fountainhall records. He also 
appointed a Catholic printer, named Watson (who 
availed himself of the protection afforded by the 
sanctuary) to be "King's printer in Holyrood;" 
and obtained a right from the Privy Council 
to print all the" prognostications at Edinburgh," 
an interesting fact which accounts for the num- 
ber of old books bearing Holyrood on their 
title-pages. Prior to all this, on St. Andrew's 
Day, 30th November, the whole church was 
sprinkled with holy water, re-consecrated, and a 
sermon was preacheJ in it by a priest named 
Widerington. 
Tidings of the landing of William of Orange 
roused the Presbyterian mobs to take summary ven- 
geance, and on being joined by the students of the 
University, they assailed the palace and chapel royal. 
.. Basilicam lIunc , Carolus Rq, OJ'/imus instauravit,1633." 
The guard, 100 strong-" the brats of Belial "- 
under Captain Wallace, opened a fire upon them, The other:- 
killing twelve and wounding many more, but they 
were ultimately compelled to give way, and the 
chapel doors were burst open. The whole in- 
terior was instantly gutted and destroyed, and 
the magnificent throne, stalls, and organ, were In the north-west tower is a marble monument to 
ruthlessly torn down, conveyed to the Cross, and Robert, Viscount Belhaven, who was interred there 
there consigned to the flames, amid the frantic in January, 1639. His nephews, Sir Archibald and 
shrieks and yells of thousands. Not content with Sir Robert Douglas, placed there that splendid 
all this, in a spirit of mad sacrilege, the mob, now memorial to perpetuate his virtues as a man anù. 
grO\\n lawless, burst into the royal vault, tore some steadiness as a patriot. A row of tombs of Scottish 
of the leaden coffins asunder, and, according to nobility and others lie in the north aisle: The 
Arnot, carried off the lids. Roxburgh aisle adjoins the royal vault in the 
By the middle of the eighteenth cenh\ry the roof, south aisle, and in front of it lies the tomb of the 
which had become ruinous, was restored with flag- Countess of Errol, who died in 1808. Close by 
stones in a manner too ponderous for the ancient it is that of the Bishop of Orkney, already referred 
arches, which gave way beneath the superincumbent to. "A flattering inscrIption enumerates the 
weight on the 2nd of December, 1768; and again i bishop's titles, and represcnts this worldly hypocrite 


.. liE SHALL ESTABLISH ANt: HOUSE FOR MY NAMF, AND 1 
WILL ESTABLISH THE THRONE OF HIS KINGDOM FOR 
EVER." 
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and intriguing apostate as one of the greatest and range" is of a very singular nature to be in the 
best men of his time." vicinity of a populous city, being little else than 
In the churchyard, now all turned into flower- an assemblage of hills, rocks, precipices, morasses, 
beds and garden ground, there long remained a and lakes," It includes Arthur's Seat and Salisbury 
few plain grave-stones, the inscriptions on some of Craigs, and, of course, as a refuge, originated in 
which are preserved by :Men- the old ecclesiastical privilege 
teith in his "Theatre of Mor- of sanctuary, with the exemp- 
., 
tality," and by Maitland in ,I, 
 tions of those attached to a 
his "History." One alone re- 'Y- '
Ii' ,- , . monarch's court. \Vhen the 
mains now , that of M y lne '"", law of debtor and creditor 
,-.
 '- I 
(the builder of the palace), ...-, was more stringent than it 
which was removed from its ..... ;, is now, this peculiarity brought 
old site (the north-east angle W I? I ';j' '" many far from respectable 
of the ancient choir) in 1857, III visitors to a cluster of houses 
and placed against the eastern -
..,! I 'I 'I round the palace-a cluster 
wall of the church. h' I ,-... - \, : nearly entirely swept away 
The extent of the ruin as it ,. 

.E- I about 1857-as varied in their 
now remains is 127 feet in 

 "I", appearance as the chequered 
length by 39 feet in bre:tdth, 
. (I',,-
 
-=' , fortunes of their bankrupt 
within the walls; and there inmates; and it is believed 
still exist nominally six deans ' , - to have been in a great mea- 
a C n h d S l ev R en C l haP l l l ains f of the 'i ,
" si l lr: oW l i k ng l to some h Privat l e 
ape oya, a , 0 course, i ,c alms, i e y to press eavi y 
clergymen of the Church of 
 \ " /,., '" upon him, that Charles X. 
Scotland. 11II in his second exile sought 
The whole ruin has an air THE BELHAVEN MONUMENT, HOLYROOD a residence in deserted Holy- 
of intense gloom and damp AIIIIEY CHURCH. rood. 
desolation; the breeze waves the grass and rank The House of Inchmurry, formerly called Kirk- 
weeds between the lettered grave-stones, the ivy land, in the parish of St. Martin's, was a country 
rustics on the wall, and by night the owl hoots residence of the abbots of Holyrood. 
in the royal vault and the roofless tower where One of the bells that hung in the remaining tower 
stands the altar-tomb of BeIhaven. was placed in the Tron church steeple, another 
For a considerable space around the church and in St. Cuthbert's chapel of ease, and the third in 
palace of Holyrood-embracing a circuit of four St. Paul's, York Place, the congregation of which 
miles and a quarter-the open ground has been, had it in their former church in the Canongate, 
since the days of David I., a sanctuary, and is so which was built 1771-4. This last is small, and 
now , from arrest on civil process. This spacious I poor in sound, 


CHAPTER IX. 
I10LYROOD PALACE. 


First Notice onts Hi.tory-llfalTiage of James IV.-Thc Sc
ts ohlle Days of Flodden-A Rrawl in tile Palace-James V,'s. Tower-The nude""'n 
of Ballengeich-Hi. Marriage-Death of Queen Magdalene-The Council of November, IS-42-A Standing Anny Proposed-The Muscovite 
Ambassadors Entertamcd by the Queen Regent. 


THE occasional resiùence of so many of his kingly' thankful service, done and to be done, to the kingis 
ancestors at the abbey of Holyrood. and its then I hienis, and speciallie for his diligent and grete 
sequestered and rural locality, doubtless suggested laboure made be him in the building of the palace 
to James IV. the expediency of having a royal beside the Abbey of the HolyCroce," of" the soume 
dweIling near it; thus, we find from the Records of of forty pounds." This is the first genuine notice 
the Privy Seal the earliest mention of a palace at of the grand old Palace of Holyrood. 
Holyrood occurs on the loth of September, 1504, In 1503 the then new edifice witnessed the 
when" to Maister Leonard Logy, for hi
 guùc and, marriage festival of James IV. and Margaret Tudor, 
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whose contract is still preserved in the city archives. 
A minute account of her' reception at Edinburgh 
has been preserved by one of her attendants, 
J ohn Young, the Somerset Herald, who records in 
a pleasing light the wealth, refinement, and chivalry 
of the court of Scotland. The king met his fair 
bride, who was then in her fourteenth year, at 
Valkeith, where she was entertained by John 
Earl of l\1orton, She had scarcely taken possession 
of her chamber when the tramp of horses was 
heard in the quadrangle, and among the English 
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using a stirrup, and spurred on at full gallop. leaving 
who might to follow; but hearing that the Earl of 
Surrey-his future foe-and other nobles were be- 
hind, he returned and saluted them bareheaded. 
At their next meeting Margaret played also on the 
lute and clavichord, while the monarch listened 
with bended knee and head uncovered. Who, 
then, could have foreseen the disastrous day of 
Flodden ! 
When she left N ewbattle to proceed to the capital, 
J ames, attired in a splendid costume, met her on 


I 


-i1 

 


t 


'I l 

 --'- 
-- 
 
--==- 
,. ,- 


F 


II 
- " 


1- I. 

 


ISOMETRIC PROJECTION OF THE ROYAL PALACE OF HOLYROOD HOUSE. 
(From all EngraviJl& ill 1I1aitland'ß "HiJtory 0/ Edinburgh.") 


attendants the cry rang through the castle, "The 
kin
! The King of Scotland has arrived!" 
The whole interview between th
 royal pair, as 
described by the Somerset Herald, presents a 
curious picture of the times. " James was dressed 
simply in a velvet jacket, with his hawking lure 
flung over his shoulder; his hair and beard curled 
naturally, and were rather long. 
He took her hand and kissed her, and saluted all 
her ladies by kissing them. Then the king took 
the queen aside, and they communed together for 
a long space." He then returned to Holyrood. 
Ncxt night he visiterl her at Ncwbattle, when he 
founrl her playing cards; and James, who is said 
to have composed the air of "Here's a health 
to my true love," entertained her by a performance 
on the clavichonl and lute; and on taking leave he 
sprang on his horse, "a right fair courser," without 


a bay horse trapped with gold. Before him rode 
Bothwell, bearing the sword of state, with the 
leading nobles. He took the queen from "her 
litre," and placing her behind him on a pillion, 
they rode onward to the city. On the way they 
were entertained by a scene of chivalry-a knight 
errant in fun armour rescuing a distressed lady 
from a rival. The royal pair were met at their 
entrance by the Grey Friars, whose monastery they 
had to pass, bearing, in solemn procession, banner 
and cross and their most valued relics, which were 
presented to receive the kiss of l\largaret and 
James; and thereafter they had to tarry at an em. 
battled barrier, at the windows of which were 
"angells syning joyously," one of whom presented 
to her the keys of the city, 
Descending the crowùed streets, they were met 
by the "hole Chapter of St. Giles's in thcir richcst 
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vestments, bearing the arm-bone of the saint; then 
they passed the Cross, the fountain of which flowed 
with wine, " whereof all might drink , " says Leland. 
Personages representing the angel Gabriel, the 
Virgin, Justice treading Nero under foot, Force 
bearing a pillar, Temperance holding a horse's 
bit, and Prudence triumphing over Sardanapalus, 
met them at the Nether Bow; and from there, 
preceded by music, they proceeded to Holyrood, 
where a glittering crowd of ecclesiastics, abbots, 
and friars, headed by the Archbishop of St. An- 
drews, conveyed them to the high altar, and after 
Te Deum was sung, they passed through the 
cloisters into the new palace. Fresh ceremonies 
took place in a great chamber thereof, the arras 
of which represented Troy, and the coloured win- 
dows of which were fillcd with the arms of Scot- 
land and England, the Bishop of Moray acting 
as master of the ceremonies, which seems to have 
included much "kyssing" all round. 
On the 8th of August the marriage took place, 
and all the courtiers wore their richest apparel. 
James sat in a chair of crimson velvet, "the pannels 
of that sam gylte under hys cloth of estat, of blue 
velvet figured with gold." On his right hand was 
the Archbishop of York, on his left the Earl of 
Surrey, while the Scottish prelates and nobles led 
in the girl-queen, crowned "with a vary riche 
crowne of gold, garnished with perles," to the high 
altar, where, amid the blare of trumpets, the Arch- 
bishop of Glasgow solemnised the marriage. The 
banquet followed in a. chamber hung with red and 
blue, where the royal pair sat under a canopy of 
cloth of gold; and Margaret was served at the first 
course with a slice from "a wyld borres hed gylt, 
within a fayr platter." Lord Grey held the ewer 
and Lord Huntly the towel. 
The then famous minstrels of Aberdeen came 
to Holyrood to sing on this occasion, and were 
all provided with silver badges, on which the arms 
of the granite city were engraved. 
Masques and tournaments followed. James, 
skilled in all the warlike exercises of the time, 
appeared often in the lists as the savage knight, 
attended by followers dresse,1 as Pans and satyrs. 
The festivities which accompanied this marriage 
indicate an advancement in refinement and splen- 
dour, chiefly due to the princely nature, kindness, 
and munificence of James IV. 
"The King of Scotland," wrote the Spanish am- 
bassador Don Pedro de Ayala, "is of middle 
height; his features are handsome; he never cuts 
his hair or beard, and it becomes him well. He 
expressed himself gracefully in Latin, French, Ger- 
man, Flemish, Italian, and Spanish. His pronuncia- 


tion of Spanish was cle'1rer than that of other 
foreigners. In addition to his own, he speaks 
the language of the savages (or Celts) who live 
among the distant mountains and islands. The 
books which King James reads most are the Bible 
and those of devotion and prayer. He also studies 
old Latin and .French chronicles. 
He never ate meat on \Vednesday, Friday, or 
Saturday. He would not for any consideration 
mount horseback on Sunday, not even to go to 
mass. Before transacting any business he heard two 
masses, In the smallest matters, and even when 
indulging in a joke, he always spoke the truth. . . 
The Scots," continues De Ayala, "are 
often considered in Spain to be handsomer than the 
English. The women of quality were free in their 
manners and courteous to strangers. The Scottish 
ladies reign absolute mistresses in their own houses, 
and the men in all domestic matters yield a 
chivalrous obedience to them. The people live 
well, having plenty of beef, mutton, fowl, and fish. 
The humbler classes-the women especially-are of 
a very religious turn of mind. Altogether, I found 
the Scots to be a very agreeable and, I must add, 
an amiable people." 
Such, says the author of the "Tudor Dynasty," 
was the Scotlanrl of the sixteenth century, a period 
described by modern writers as one of barbarism, 
ignorance, and superstition; but thus it was the 
Spanish ambassador painted .the king and his 
Scots of the days of Flodden, 
"In the year 1507," says Hawthornden, "James, 
Prince of Scotland and the Isles, was born at 
Holyrood House the 21st of January," and the 
queen being brought nigh unto death, "the king, 
overcome by affection and religious vows," went 
on a pilgrimage to St. Ninian's in Galloway, and 
"at his return findeth the queen recovered." 
In 1517 we read of a brawl in Holyrood, when 
James Wardlaw, for striking Robert Roger to the 
effusion of blood within "my Lord Governor's chal- 
mer and palace of pece," was conveyed to the 
Tron, had his hand stricken through, and was 
banished for life, under pain of death. 
The governor was the Regent Albany, who took 
office after Flodden, and durin
 his residence at 
Hofyrood he seems to have proceeded immediately 
with the works at the palace which thc f..-ltal battle 
had interrupted, and which James IV. had con- 
tinued till his death. The accounts of the treasurer 
show that building was in progress then, through- 
out the years 1515 and 1516; and after Albany 
quitted the kingdom for the last time, James V. 
came to Holyrood, where he was crowned in 152.f-, 
and remained there, as Pitscottie tdls, for "the: 
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space of one rear, with great triumph and merri- 
ness." He diligently continued the works begun 
by his gallant father, and erected the north-west 
towers, which have survived more than one con- 
flagration, and on the most northern of which could 
be traced, till about 1820, his name, IACOBVS REX 
SCOTORVIll, in large gilt Roman letters. 
In 1528 blood was again shed in Holyrood 
during a great review of Douglases and Hamiltons 
held there prior to a march against the English 
borders. A groom of .the Earl of Lennox perceiv- 
ing among those present Sir James Hamilton of 
Finnart, who slew that noble at Linlithgow, intent on 
vengeance, tracked him into the palace "by a dark 
staircase which led to a narrow gallery," and there 
attacked him, sword in hand. Sir James en- 
deavoured to defend himself by the aid of his 
velvet mantle, but fell, pierced by six wounds, none 
of which, however, were mortal. The gates were 
closed, and while a general t1lêlée was on the point 
of ensuing between the Douglases and Hamil- 
tons, the would-be assassin was discovered with his 
bloody weapon, put to the torture, and then his 
right hand was cut off, on which "he observed, 
with a sarcastic smile, that it was punished less 
than it deserved for having fa.iled to revenge the 
murder of his beloved master." 
J ames V. was still in the palace in 1530, as we find 
in the treasurer's accounts for that year: "Item, to 
the Egiptianis that åansit before the king in Holy- 
rud House, 405." He was a monarch whose pure 
benevolence of intention often rendered his roman- 
tic freaks venial, if not respectable, since from his 
anxiety to learn the wants and wishes of his humbler 

ubjects he was wont, like II BOlldocani, or Haroun 
Alráschid, to traverse the vicinity of his palaces 
in the plainest of disguises; and two comic songs, 
composed by himself, entitled "We'll gang nae 
mair a-roving," and "The Gaberlunzie :\fan," are 
said to have been founded on his adventures while 
mac;ked as a beggar; and one of these, which 
nearly cost him his life at Cramond, some five 
miles from Holyrood, is given in Scott's " Tales of 
a Grandfather." 
While visiting a pretty peasant girl in Cramond 
village he was beset by four or five persons, against 
whom he made a stand with his sword upon the 
high and narrow bridge that spans the Almond, 
in a wooded hollow. Here, when well-nigh beaten. 
and covered with blood, he was succoured and 
rescued by a peasant armed with a flail, who con- 
ducted him into a barn, where he bathed his wounds; 
and in the course of conversation James discovered 
that the summit of his deliverer's earthly wishes 
was to be proprietor of the little farm of Braehead, 


on which he was then a labourer. A ware that it was 
Crown property, James said, "Come to Holyrood, 
and inqpire for the gudeman of Ballengeich," re- 
ferring to a part of Stirling Castle which he was 
wont to adopt as a cognomen. 
The peasant came as appointed, and was met 
hy the king in his disguise, who conducted him 
through the palace, and asked him if he wished 
to see the king. John Howison-for such was his 
name-expressed the joy it would give him, "pro- 
vided he gave no offence. But how shall I know 
him?" he added. 
"Easily," replied James. .. All others will be 
bareheaded, the king alone will wear his honnet." 
Scared by his surroundings and the uncovered 
crowd in the great hall, John Howison looked 
around him, and then said, naïvely, "The king 
must be either you or me, for all but us are bare- 
headed." James and his courtiers laughed; but 
he bestowed upon Howison the lands of Braehead, 
"on condition that he and his successors should 
be ready to present an ewer and basin for the king 
to wash his hands when His Majesty should come 
to Holyrood or pass the bridge of Cramond. 
Accordingly, in the year 1822, when George IV. 
came to Scotland, a descendant of John Howison, 
whose family still possess the estate, appeared at a 
solemn festival, and offered His Majesty water from 
a silver ewer, that he might perform the service by 
which he held his land." 
Such pranks as these were ended by the king's mar- 
riage in 1537 to the Princess Magdalene, the beautiful 
daughter of Francis L, with unwonted splendour in 
the cathedral of Notre Dame, in presence of the 
Parliament of Paris, of Francis, the Queens of 
France and Navarre, the Dauphin, Duke of Orleans, 
and all the leading peers of Scotland and of 
France. On the 27th of May the royal pair 
landed at Leith, amid every display of welcome, 
and remained a few days at Holyrood, till the 
enthusiastic citiæns prepared to receive them in 
state with a procession of magnificence. 
Magdalene, over whose rare beauty consump- 
tion seemed to spread a veil more tender and 
alluring, was affectionate and loving in nature. On 
landing, in the excess of her love for James, 
she knelt down, and, kissing the soil, prayed God 
to bless the land of her adoption-Scotland, and 
its p
ople. 
The "Burgh Records" bear witness how anxious 
the Provost and citizens were to do honour to the 
bride of "the good King James, All beggars were 
warned off the streets: "ane honest man of ilk 
close or two," were to see this order enforced; the 
rubbish near John Makgill's house and "the litster 
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treyes beneath the Over Bow to be removit ;" the 
meal market, &c., to be removed from the High 
Street to foot of James Aikman's Close, .and the 
grass market to the kirkyard foot; twelve chief 
citizens were to be arrayed in velvet gowns; the 
craftsmen to be arrayed in French cloth, with 
doublets of velvet, satin, and damask; thirty-seven 
citizens to be mounted with velvet foot-mantles 
and velvet gowns, and all the town officers to be 
richly arrayed, with the town arms on their sleeves. 


Mary of Guise, the widow of the Duke de 
Longueville, who landed at Balcomie, escorted by 
an admiral of France, and the nuptials were 
celebrated with pomp at S1. Andrews; and on St. 
Margaret's Day in the same year, this new qu\:en- 
destined to enact so important a part in the 
future history of the realm-made her public entry 
into Edinburgh by the West Port, and rode to 
Holyrood Palace, while great sports and gaiety 
were in progress "throw all the pairts of the town," 
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THE ABBEY PORT. (F
"", a Drawiøg by 1- Buyu"" 1768.) 


To the inexpressible grief of James and the says Pitscottie. Curious plays were made for 
whole nation, Magdalene, then only in her I her entertainment, ami gold, spices, and wines were 
seventeenth year, died of her insidious disease on lavished upon her by the magistrates, who well- 
the loth of July. She was interred with great nigh exhausted the finanres of the city. 
pomp in the royal vault, near the coffin of James II., Amid the State turmoils and horrors that culmi- 
and her untimely death was the occasion of the nated in the rout of Salway, James V. held a 
first general mourning ever worn in the kingdom, council at Holyrood on the 3rd of November, 
In the treasurer's accounts are many entries of 1542, when, according to Knox, a scroll was 
the "Scots claith, French blak, Holland claith, presented to him by Cardinal Beaton, containing 
and corsses upon the velvet" On her coffin I the names of more than one hundred of the prin- 
was inscribed in Saxon characters, "Magda/elw cipal nobles and gentry, including the Earl of 
Francisci Re.!iis Franciæ Primo-gem/a, Regina Scotiæ, I Arran, then, by deaths in the royal family, next 
Sponsa Jacobi V. Regis, A. D. 1537, obiit." I heir to the throne, who were undoubtedly in the 
James, however, was not long a widower, and pay of England, tainterl with heresy, or in league 
in June, 1538, he brought to Scotland a new bride, . with the then outI.nved clan of Douglas, 
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Appended to this scroll was a minute of their I We have related how the Church suffered at 
possessions, with a hint of the pecuniary advantages the hands of English piIlagers after Pinkie, in 
to result from forfeiture. This dangerous policy 11547. The Palace did not escape. Seacombe, in 
James repeIled by exclaiming, " Pack you, javels ! I his "History of the House of Stanley," mentions 
(knaves). Get you to your religious charges; reform that Norris, of Speke HaIl, Lancashire, an 
your lives, and be not instruments of discord English commander at that battle, plundered 
between me and my nobles, or else I shaIl reform I from Holyrood all or most of the princely 
you, not as the King of Denmark does, by im- library of the deceased King of Scots, James V., 
prisonment, nor yet as the King of England does I "particularly four large folios, said to contain 
by hanging and heading, but by sharp swords, I the Records and Laws of Scotland at that time." 
if I hear of such motion of you again!" He also describes a grand piece of wainscot, 
From this speech it has been supposed that now in Speke Hall, as having been brought from 
J:tmes contemplated some reform in the then I , the palace, but this is considered, from its style, 
dissolute Church. But the rout at Solway doubtful. 
followed; his heart was broken, and on learning ' During the turmoils and troubles that ensued 
the birth of his daughter :Mary, he died in despair after l\lary of Guise assumed the regency, her 
at Falkland, yet, says Pitscottie, holding up his proposal, on the suggestion of the French Court, 
hands to God, as he yielded his spirit. He was to form a Scottish standing army like that of 
interred in the royal vault, in December, 1542, France, so exasp
rated the nobles and barons, 
at Holyrood, where, according to a MS. in the that three hundred of them assembled at 
Advocates' Library, his body was seen by the Earl Holyrood in 1555, and after denouncing the 
of Forfar, the Lord Strathnaver, and others, who measure in strong terms, deputed the Laird of 
examined that vault in 1683, "We viewed the Wemyss and Sir James Sandilands of Calder to 
body of James V. It lyeth within ane wodden remonstrate with her on the unconstitutional step 
coffin, and is coverit with ane lead coffin. There she was meditating, urging that Scotland had 
seemed to be hair upon the head stiIl. The never wanted brave defenders to fight her battles 
body was two lengths of my staff with twa inches in time of peril, and that they would never sub- 
more, which is twae inches and more above twae mit to this innovation on their ancient customs. 
Scots elms, for I measured the staff with an ellwand This spirited remonstrance from Holyrood had the 
afterward. The body was coloured black with ye desired effect, as the regent abandoned her pro- 
balsam that preserved it, and which was lyke ject. She came, after an absence, to the palace in 
melted pitch. The Earl of Forfar took the measure the November of the foIlowing year, when the 
with his staf lykewayes." On the coffin was the magistrates presented her with a quantity of new 
inscription, Illustris ScotorulIl, Rex Jacobils, ejus wine, and dismissed McCalzean, an assessor of the 
Nomillis v., with the dates of his age and death. city, who spoke to her insu1tingly in the palace on 
The first regent after that event was James, the affairs of Edinburgh; and in the following 
second Earl of Arran (afterwards Duke of Chatel- February she received and entertained the am- 
herault, who had been godfather to James, the bassador of the Duke of Muscovy, who had been 
little Duke of Rothesay, next heir to the crown, shipwrecked on his way to England, whither she 
failing the issue of the infant Queen Mary), and in sent him, escorted by 500 lances, under the Lord 
1545 this high official was solemnly invested at I Home. 
Holyrood, together with the Earls of Angus, Huntly, I After the death of Mary of Guise and the arrival 
and Argyle, with the collar and robes of St. of her daughter to assume the crown of her ances- 
Michael, sent by the King of France, and at the I tors, the most stirring scenes in the history of the 
hands of the Lyon King of Arms. palace pass in review, 
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CHAPTER X. 


HO L YROOD PALACE (cOII/mued). 
Queen !lfary's Apartments-Her Arrival in Edinburgh-Riot in the Chapel Royal-"The Queen's lIIaries"-lnterview with Knox lIIa,,"s 
I\larriage wi.th Damley-The Position of Rizzio-The þ'lurder of Rizzio-Burial of Darnley-Marriage of ì\fary and Bothwell-I\lary's Last 
"isit to Holyrood- James VI. and the" !\lad" Earl of Bothwell-Baptism of the Queen of Bohemia and Charles I.-Ta}lor the Water-poe, 
at Hol)7ood-Charles I:s Impri,onment-Palace Burned and Re-built-The Palace before 16Sc>--The Present Palace-The Quadrangle- 
The Gallery of the Kings-The Tapestry-The Audienee-Chamber. 


A WI
DING stair in the Tower of James Y. gi"es 1 and Mary, who was accompanied by her uncles, 
access to the oldest portion of the palace, known the Dukes d'Aumale, Guise, Nemours, the Cardinal 
:is "Queen ::\fary's Apartments," on the third floor, of Lorraine, the Grand Prior, the Marquis d'Elbæuf, 
and forming the most interesting portion of the and others, could not restrain her tears of mortifi- 
whole edifice, To the visitor, in l\Iary's bed- cation at the gloom and general poverty that ap- 
chamber there seems a solemn gloom which even peared on every hand. 
the summer sunshine cannot brighten, ruddy She made her public entry into. the city on the 
though the glare may be which streams through list of September, and her reception, though 
that tall window, where we can see the imperial homely, was sincere and cordial, for the Scots 
crown upon its octagon turret, The light seems of old had a devotion to their native monarchs 
only to lay too bare the fibres of the old oak that bordered on the sublime; and now the youth 
floor and all the mouldering finery ; a sense of the I and beauty of Mary, and the whole peculiarity 
pathetic, with something of horror and much of I of her position, were calculated to engage the 
sadness, mingles in the thoughtful mind; and interest and affection of her people, 
much of this was felt even by Dr. Johnson, when he The twelve citizens who bore a canopy over 
stood there with Boswell on the 15th of August, her head were apparelled in black velvet gowns 
1773. and doublets of crimson satin, with velvet bonnets 
With canopy and counterpane, dark and in and hose. All citizens in the procession had 
shadow, there stands the old pillared bed, with its black silk gowns faced with "ehet and satin 
crimson silk and satin faded into orange, wherein doublets, while the young craftsmen, who marched 
slept, and doubtless too often wept, the fair in front, wore taffeta, The Upper and Salt Trons, 
young Queen of Scotland-she who spent her Tolbooth, and N'etherbow were all decorated with 
happy teens at the Bourbon court, her passionate banners and garlands as she proceeded to Holy- 
youth so sorrowîully in grim grey Scotland, and rood. 
who gave up her soul to God at Fotheringay, in The apartments she first occupied were on the 
premature' old age, and with a calm granrleur that ground floor, and Brantôme gives an amuöing 
never saint surpassed. account of the manner in which the citiæns 
On the wall there hangs the arras wrought with endeavoured to provide for her amusement for 
the fall of Phaeton, now green and amber-tinted, several nights, to the grievous annoyance of her 
revealing the gloomy little door through which refined French attendants. .. There came under 
pale Ruthven and stern Darnley burst with their her windows," says he, "five or six hundred citi- 
daring associates, and close by is the supper-room zens, who gave her a concert of the vilest fiddles 
from whence the shrieking Rizzio was dragged, and little rebecs, which are as bad as they can 
and done to death with many a mortal wound. be in that country, and accompanied them with 
To the imaginative Scottish mind the whole place singing psalms, but so wretchedly out of tune 
conjures up scenes and events that can never die. and concord that nothing could be worse. Ah! 
The day on which the queen arrived at Leith, what melody it was! what a lullaby for the night! OJ 
after a thirteen years' absence from her native land, "They were a company of honest men," accord- 
was, as Knox tells us, the most dull and gloomy in ing to Knox, "who with instruments of music 
the memory of man. She had come ten days gave her their salutations at her chamber window." 
before she was expected, and such preparations as Mary, with policy, expressed her thanks, but re- 
the now impoverished people made-impoverished moved to a part of the palace beyond the reach 
by foreign and domestic strife since Pinkie had been of this terrible minstrelsy. 
lost-were far from complete, The ship contain- She was only nineteen, with few advisers and 
ing her horses and favourite palfrey had been none on whom she could rely, and was ignorant 
lawlessly captured by an English admiral: but of the people over whom she had been called to 
her brother, Lord James Stuart, supplied steeds; govern. Protestantism \\as now the only legal 
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THE QUEEN MARY AP^Rl MENTS, HOL\"ROOD I'ALACE. 
J, QUf'en \hf) ; '2. Supper-ronm; 3. ßl.d-room; 4. IorJ I)arnl e )"." Room; 5. Privau: Staircase. 
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religion of the land, yet on the first Sunday' Diana speaks to Jupiter of her Ji'u Maries-the 
subsequent to her return she ordered mass to be fifth being the queen herself; and well known is 
said in the chapel royal. Tidings of this caused the pathetic old ballad which says:- 
a dreadful excitement in the city, and the Master I u Yest'reen the Queen had four Maries, 
of Lindsay, with other gentlemen, burst into the This night she'll have but three; 
palace shouting "The idolatrous priest shall die There was Marie Beaton and Marie Seaton 
the d
ath!" fo: death was by law the penalty of And Mary Carmichael and me." 
celebrating mass; and the multitude, pouring towards I In a sermon delivered to the nobles previous to 
the chapel, strove to lay violent hands on the priest. the dissolution of Mary's first Parliament, Knox 
Lord James-afterwards Regent-l\Ioraysucceeded spoke with fury of the rumours then current con- 
in preventing their entrance by main strength, and cerning the intended marriage of the Queen to a 
thus gave great offence to the people, though he Papist, which "would banish Christ Jesus from the 
alleged, as an excuse, he wished to prevent" any realm and bring God's vengeance on the country." 
Scot from witnessing a service so idolatrous." He tells that his own words and his manner of 
After the function was over, the priest was com- I speaking them were deemed intolerable, and that 
mitted to the protection of Lord Robert Stuart, I Protestants and Catholics were equally offended. 
Commendator of Holyrood, and Lord John of And then followed his second interview \\ ith Mary, 
Coldingham, who conducted him in safety to his who summoned him to Holyrood, where he was 
resiùence. "But the godly departed in great grief introduced into her presence by Erskine of Dun, and 
of heart, and that afternoon repaired to the Abbey where she complained of his daring answers and 
in great companies, and gave plain signification: ingratitude to herself, who had courted his favour; 
that they could not abide that the land which God but grown undaunted again, he stood before her 
had, by His power, purged from idolatry should in a cloth cap, Geneva cloak, and falling bands, 
be polluted again," The noise and uproar of these and with" iron eyes beheld her \\eep in vain." 
" companies" must have made :\Iary painfully "Knox," says Tytler, "affirmed that when in 
aware that she was without a regular guard or I the pulpit he was not master of himself, but must 
armed protection; but she had been barely a week obey His commands who bade him speak plain, 
in Holyrood when she held her first famous inter- and flatter no flesh. As to the favours which had 
view with the great Reformer, which is too well been offered to him, his vocation, he said, was 
known to be recapitulated here, but which- neither to wait in the courts of princes nor in 
according to himself-he concluded by these the chambers of ladies, but to preach the Gospel. 
remarkable words :-" I pray God, madam, that ye 'I grant it so,' reiterated the queen j 'but what 
may be as blessed within the commonwealth of have you to do with my marriage, and \\ hat are 
Scotland, if it be the pleasure of God, as ever you within the commonwealth?' 'A subject 
Deborah was in the commonwealth of Israel." I born within the same; and albeit, madam, neither 
The Queen's Maries, so celebrated in tradition, I baron, lord, nor belted earl, yet hath God made 
in history, and in song, who accompanied her to me, however abject soever in your eyes, a useful 
France-namely,:\Iary,daughterofLordLivingston, I and profitable member. As such, it is my duty 
:\Iarr, daughter of Lord Fleming, 
Iary, daughter of to forewarn the people of danger; and, therefore, 
Lord Seton, and l\Iary Beaton of Balfour, were alII what I have said in public I repeat to your own 
married in succession; but doubtless, so long as I face! Whenever the nobility of this realm so far 
she resided at Holyrood she had her maids of I forget themselves that you shall be subject to an 
honour, and the name of "Queen's 
Iaries" unlawful husband, they do as much as in 
became a general designation for her chosen atten-i them lieth to renounce Christ, to banish the 
dants; hence the old ballad :- truth, betray the freedom of the realm, and per- 
u :N ow bear a hand, my Maries a' I chance be but cold friends to yourself!' This 
And husk me bra\\ and fine." new attack brought on a still more passionate 
Her four Maries, who received precisely the same burst of tears, and Mary commanded Knox to quit 
education as herself, and were taught by the the apartment." 
same mûsters, returned with her to Scotland with Then it was, as he was passing forth, .. observ- 
their acknowledged beauty refined by all the ing a circle of the ladies of the queen's house- 
graces the Court of France could impart; and in hold sitting near in their gorgeous apparel, he 
a Latin masque, composed by Buchanan, entitled could not depart without a word of admonition. 
the "Pomp of the Gods," acted at Holyrood in 'Ah, fair ladies,' said he, 'how pleasant were thIs 
July, 15 6 7, before her marriage with nunley, I life of yours if it should ever abillf', and then in 
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HOLYROOD PALACE, THE REGENT MORAY'S HOUSE (AD}OU>ING THE PALACE , ON THE NORTH), THE ROYAL 
GARDENS, A!\ D ANc[ENT HOROLOGE, (From a DMWinl{ hy BlDre,þuhlislsd in 1826,) 


the end we might pass to Heaven with all this 
gear! But fie on the knave Death that will 
come whether ye will or not; and when he hath 
laid on the arrest, then foul worms will be busy 
with this flesh, be it ever so fair and tender, and 
the silly soul, I fear, shall be feeble, that it can 
neither carry with it gold, garnishing, tar gating, 
pearl, nor precious stone.' In the midst of these 
speeches the Laird of Dun came out of the queen's 
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cabinet, and requested him to go home; nor does 
it appear that Mary took any further notice of his 
officious and uncalled - for interference with her 
marriage. " 
Soon after, another mob broke into the chapel 
royal during mass, but was driven out by the Pro- 
vost, the Laird of Pitarrow, and others, an event 
which led to a futile trial of Knox before the Privy 
CounciL 
Great events now followed each other fast, and 
on the 29th of July, 1565, Mary was married to 
her wretched and dissipated cousin, the handsome 
Damley, at Stirling Castle, in which an apartment 
had been fitted up as a Roman Catholic chapel by 
David Rizzio. 
Three days before this Darnley had been 


created Duke of Albany, but he looked forward to 
wearing the crown. His headstrong, dissolute, 
foolish, and in many instances brutal disposition, 
soon weakened the affections of the queen, and 
her imprudent love for him, which had at one time 
been so violent and generous, was-especially after 
the murder of RizzÌo-converted into abhorrence, 
The appointment of the latter-said by Rymer to 
be a pensioner of the Pope-to the important and 
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confidential office of secretary to the queen had 
given great offence to the haughty nobles of 
Scotland; and such was his influence Q\'er her, that 
it has been more than once supposed that he 
was her confessor in disguise, which, could it be 
proved, would throw a new light on his history 
and that of Mary, by accounting for his influence 
over her, and her horror of his murderers, A foot- 
note to Acta Regia, vol. iv., says that "he was 
an old, crabbed, and deformed fellow, and that 'twas 
his loyalty and sagacity which made him so dear 
to the queen." Thua/llIS too, says that notwith- 
standing his mean origin she made him sit at 
table with her every day. He certainly fitted up 
the chapel for her marriage, and is known to have 
had a brother, Joseph, said to have been in holy 
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orders, who was on his way to Scotland at the .. You come not in the fa5hion of one who meaneth 
time of the murder. Darnley's unsuccessful at- well," said Mary. " There is no harm intended to 
tempt to obtain the crown-matrimonial roused your grace, nor anyone but yonder poltroon, 
all the vengeance of himself and his father, who Da\'id." "What hath he done?" ".\sk the 
now determined to put Rizzio to death and king, your husband, madam." Mary now assumed 
deprive Mary of the throne. an air of authority, and demanding an explanation 
How and why the conspiracy spread belongs of Darnley, commanded Ruthven to be gone. On 
to history; suffice it that it was on the evening this, the Master of the Household and the captain 
of Saturday, the 9th of March, 1566, the con- of the archers attempted to expel him by force, 
spirators determined to strike the blow, in terms but he brandished his sword, exclaiming, "Lay no 
of their "Articles" with "the noble and mighty hands on me-for I will not be so handled! I, 
Prince Henry, King of Scotland, husband to our Another conspirator, Kerr of Faudonside, now 
sovereign Lady," signed 1st l\Iarch, 1566; and burst in with a horse-petronel cocked, and the 
they seem to have entered the palace unnoticed by private stair beyond was seen crowded by others. 
the sentinels, for Mary had, since 1562, a garde- "Do you seek my life?" exclaimed Mary, on 
du-corps of seventy archers, under Sir Arthur finding the weapon levelled at her breast. "No," 
Erskine of Scotscraig. replied Ruthven; "but we will have out yonder 
In the dusk of the spring evening the Earl of villain, Davie." He now tried to drag forth 
Morton arrived with 500 of his personal retain- the hapless Italian, who had retreated into the 
ers, and on being joined by the other lords, his recess of a window, a dagger in one hand, and 
accomplices, assembled secretly in the vicinity of with the other clinging to the skirt of the inter- 
the palace, into which they had passed, Morton, posing queen, "If my secretary has been guilty 
ordering the gates to be locked, took possession of of any misdemeanour," said she, "he shall be 
the keys, while Darnley, George Douglas, known as I dealt "ith according to the forms of justice." 
the Postulate (i.e., a candidate for some office), the "Here is justice, madam!" cried one, producing 
Lords Lindsay and Ruthven, were waiting to pro- a rope, from which we learn by Knox and the 
ceed to the queen's apartments in the Tower of work of Prince Lebanoff, that the first intention 
James Y., where they expected to find their victim. had been to hang Rizzio, "Fear not," said the 
It had been originally intended to murder Rizzio queen to him; "the king will not suffer you to be 
in his own apartment, a plan abandoned for the slain in my presence, nor will he forget your faith- 
double reason that they might have failed to find ful services." 
him, as he frequently slept in the room of his I " A Douglas !-a Douglas! " was now resound- 
brother Joseph, and that to slay him under ing through the palace, as Morton and his 
Mary's eyes would malign and terrify her more. vassals rushed up the great staircase and burst into 
At this time she, altogether unsuspicious, the presence-chamber, the light of their glaring 
was at supper in the closet with her sister the torches and flashing of their weapons adding to the 
Countess of Argyle, her brother Robert, Commen- terror of the little group in the closet. The 
dator of Holyrood, her Master of the Household, supper-table, which had hitherto interposed between 
the Captain of the Archers, and Rizzio, while two Riuio and his murderers, was now overturned be- 
servants of the Privy Chamber were waiting by a fore the queen, and had not the Countess of Argyle 
side-table, at which, Camden states, Rizzio was caught one of the falling candles, the room would 
seated. Ascending the private staircase, Darnley have been involved in darkness. Rizzio, "ho 
entered alone, amI kissing the queen, seated him- on this fatal night was dressed in black figured 
self by her side; but, a minute scarcely elapsed damask, trimmed with fur, a satin douùlet, 
"hen Ruthvën drew aside the tapestr), entered, russet velvet hose, and wore at his neck a magnifi- 
and without ceremony threw himself into a chair. cent jewel- never seen after that night - now 
He was in full armour, with his sword drawn, and clung in despair to the weeping queen, crying, 
looked pale, wan, and ghastly, having been long "Giustizia " Gillsti:;ia.' Smnle /1/a 'i'ie, mada/1/e, 
a-bed with an incurable disease. Mary, now far -sam'e 1I1a 'i,ie .'" 
admnced in pregnancy, repressed her terror, and But he was stabbed over her shoulder by George 
said, "My lord, hearing you were still ill, I was Douglas with the king's own dagger, and other 
about to visit you, and now you enter our presence daggers and swords followed fast. By force the 
in armour, "That does it mean?" "I have been usually half,drunken Darnley tore the queen's skÍ1t 
ill indeed," replied the savage noble, sternly: .. hut from the clutch of the poor bleeding creature, "ho, 
am wtll enough to come here for your good." amid ferocious shouts and hideous oaths, was 
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dragged through the bed-room to the door of the her order; the treasurer's accounts, dated Feb. 
presence-chamber, where the conspirators gathered 12th, contain entries for "drogges, spices-colis, 
about him and completed the bloody outrage. So tabbis, hardis, barrelis," and other matters 
eager were all to take part in the murder that r..ecessalY" for bowalling of King's Grace," who was 
they frequently wounded each other, eliciting interred in the chapel royal at night, in presenre 
greatf'r curses and yells; and the body of Rizzio, of only the Lord Justice Clerk Bellenden, Sir 
gashed by fifty-six woùnds, was left in a pool of James Tracquair, and others. 
blood, with the king's dagger driven to the hilt in After Bothwell's seizure of Mary's person, at 
it, in token that he had sanctioned the murder. the head of 1,000 horse, and his production of the 
I 
After a time the corpse was flung down-stairs, famous bond, signed by the most powerful nobles 
stripped naked, dragged to the porter's lodge, and in Scotland, recommending him as the most fitting 
treated with every indignity. I husband for her-a transaction in which her enemies 
Darnley and the queen were meanwhile alone I affirm she was a willing actor-their m2.rriage cere- 
together in the cabinet, into which a lady rushed I mony took place in the great hall of the palace 
to announce that Riz.áo was dead , as she had on the 15th of !lIay, 1567, at four o'clock in the 
seen the body, "Is it so?" said the weeping morning, a singular hour, for which it is difficult to 
queen; "then I will study revenge! " Then she I account, unless it be, that Mary had yielded in 
swooned, but was roused by the entrance of despair at last. There it was performed by the 
Ruthven, who, reeking with blood, staggered into I reformed prelate Adam Bothwell, Bishop of Orkney, 
a chair and called for wine. After receiving together with Knox's coadjutor, Craig, according 
much coarse and unseemly insolence, the queen to the Protestant form, and on the same day, in 
exclaimed, "I trust that God, who beholdeth all' pri\'ate, according to the Catholic ritual. To the 
this from the high heavens, will avenge my latter, perhaps, Birrel refers when he says they were 
wrongs, and move that which shall be born of me married in the chapel royal. Only five of the 
to root out you and your treacherous posterity!" nobles were present, and there were no rejoicings 
-a denunciation terribly fulfilled by the total de- in Edinburgh, where the people looked on \\Îth 
struction of the house of Ruthven in the reign of grief and gloom; and on the following morning 
her son, James VI. there was found affixed to the palace gate the 
In the middle of a passage leading from the ominous line from O"id's Fasti, book v. : "lIfense 
quadrangle to the chapel is shown a flat square lIlalas lIfaio nl/bere z'l/lgl/s ait." 
stone, which is said to mark the grave of Rizzio; The revolt of the nobles, the flight of Bothwell, 
but it is older than his day, and has probably and the surrender of Mary at Carberry to avoid 
served for the tomb of some one else. I bloodshed, quickly followed, and the last visit she 
The floor at the outer door of l\Iary's apart- paid to her palace of Holyrood was when, under a 
ments presents to this day a dark irregular I strong guard. she was brought thither a prisoner 
stain, called Rizzio's blood, thus exciting the ridi- from the Black Turnpike, on the 18th of June and 
cule of those who do not consider the matter. I ere the citizens could rescue her; as a preliminary 
The floor is of great antiquity here-manifestly step to still more violent proceedings, she was 
older than that of the adjacent 'gallery, laid in the secretly taken from Holyrood at ten at night, 
time of Charles I. "\"e know," says Robert I without having even a change of raiment, mounted 
Chambers, in his "Book of Days," "that the stain has on a miserable hack, and compelled to ride at 
been shown there since a time long antecedent to thirty miles an hour, escorted by the murderers 
that extreme modern curiosity regarding historical Ruthven and Lindsay, who consigned her a prisoner 
matters which might have induced an imposture, to the lonely castle of Lochleven, where she signed 
for it is alluded to by the son of Evelyn as being the enforced abdication which placed her son upon 
,hown in 1722." the throne, 
Joseph Rizzio, who arrived in Scotland soon Holyrood was one of the favourite residences of 
after his brother's murder, was promoted to his the latter, and the scene of many a treaty and 
vacant office by the queen, and was publicly named council during his reign in Scotland. 
as one of the abettors of l\Iorton and Bothwell in I In the great hall there, on Sunday, the 23rd 
the murder of Darnley-in which, with true Italian' of October, he cr{'ated a great number of earls 
instinct, he might readily ha\ e had a hand. After with much splendour of ceremony, with a corres- 
the tragedyatthe Kirk ofField in 1567, the body of pomling number of knights. 
Darnley was brought to Holyrood, where 
[ichael Another Earl of Bothwell, the horror of James 
Picauet, the queen's apothecary, embalmed it, by I VI., now figures in history, eldest son of the 
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Commendator of Coldingham. He was created, 
in right of his mother (who was the only sister 
of the notorious peer), Earl of Bothwell and 
Lord High Admiral of Scotland in 1587. He 
became an avowed enemy of the king, and Holy- 
rood was the scene of more than one frantic 
attempt made by him upon the life of James, One 
of these, in 159 I, reads like a daring frolic, as re- 
lated by Sir James Melville, when the earl attacked 
the palace at the head of his followers. "I was 


at the Girth Cross. On the 24th July, 1593, Both- 
well, who had been outlawed, again burst into the 
palace with his retainers, and reached the royal 
apartments. Then the king, incapable of resisting 
him, desired Bothwell, to "consummate his treasons 
by piercing his sovereign's heart;" but Bothn-eli 
fell on his knees and implored pardon, which the 
good-natured king at once granted, though a minute 
before he had, as Birrel records, been seeking flight 
by the back stair, "with his breeks in his hand." 


-- 
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HOLYROOD PAI,ACE AS IT WAS BEFORE THE FIRE OF 1650. (Facsimile, afl"Gordon of ROikiema}',) 


at supper with my Lord Duke of Lennox, who In 1596 the future Queen of Bohemia was bap- 
took his sword and pressed forth; but he had no tised in Holyrood, held in the arms of the English 
company and the place was full of enemies. ". e were ambassador, while the Lyon King proclaimeù her 
compelled to fortify the doors and stairs with tables, from the windows as "the Lady Elizabeth, first 
forms, and stools, and be spectators of that strange daughter of Scotland;" and on the 23rd December, 
hurlyburly for the space of an hour, beholding 1600, the palace was the scene of the baptism of 
with torchlight, forth of the duke's gallery, their I her brother, the future Charles 1., with unusual 
reeling and rumbling with halberts, the clacking I splendour in the chapel royal, in presence of the 
of the culverins and pistols, the dunting of mells nobles, heralds, and officers of state. "The bairn 
and hammers, and crying for justice." The earl was borne by the Marquis de Rohan, and the 
and his followers ultimately drew off, but left the Lorù Lyon proclaimed him out of the west window 
master stabler and another lying dead, and the I of the chapel as · Lord Charles of Scotland, Duke 
king \\as compelled to go into the city; but eight of Albany, Marquis of Ormond, Earl of Ross, and 
of Bothwell's accomplices were taken and hanged Lord Ardmannoch. Largesse! Largesse! Lar- 
I 
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gesse ! ' " Then the castle fired a salute, while the gardens known as Queen Mary's sun-dial, 
silver was scattered to the multitude. Three years I although the cyphers of Charles, his queen, and 
afterwards the king and court had departed, and eldest son appear upon it. Cromwell quartered 
Holyrood was consigned to silence and gloom. I a body of his infantry in the palace, and by acci- 
On James VI. re-visiting Scotland in 1617, the dent they set it on fire, on the 13th November, 
palace was fitted up for him with considerable I 1650, when it was destroyed, all save the Tower of 
splendour, but his project of putting up statues James V" with its furniture and decorations. 
of the apostles in the chapel caused great excite- Of this palace a drawing by Gordon of 
ment in the city. Taylor, the 'Yater-poet, who was Rothiemay has been preserved, which shows the 
at Holyrood in the following year, states that he main entrance to have been where we find it 
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HOLYROOD PALACE AXD ABBEY CHURCH, FRO
I THE SOUTH-EAST. 


saw this legend over the royal arms at the gate: now. Round embattled towers flank it, with bow 
" , NObis hæc Ùzz,icta 11liscrunt [06 þroavl:' I in- windows in them, and above the grand gate are 
quired what the. English of it was. It was told me the royal arms of Scotland. On either side is a 
as followeth, which I thought worthy to be recorded: large range of buildings having great windows; 
-' 106 forefathers have left this to liS 1I11conqucred.''' and the now empty panels in the Tower of James V. 
When Charles L visited Edinburgh, in 1633, appear to have been filled in with armorial bearings, 
the magistrates employed the famous Jameson to doubtless destroyed by Cromwell, In his map of 
paint portraits of the Scottish monarchs, and, 1657 the same artist shows a IOllþÏ11g-on-stone in 
imitative of his master Rubens, he wore his the centre of the palace yard. 
hat when Charles L sat to him; but it is probable The palace was rebuilt to a certain extent, by 
that after the latter's last visit, in 1641, the palace order of Cromwell, in 1658, but the whole of his 
must have become somewhat dilapidated, other- work, at the Restoration, was pulled down by 
"ise Cromwell would have taken up his residence royal warrant two years after, as the work" built 
there. The improvements effected by Charles by the usurper, and doth darken the court," 
were considerable, and among other memorials of Engrafted on the part that survived the con- 
his residence still remaining, is the beautiful dial in , flagration, and designed, it is said, after the noble 
1"9 
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château of Chantilly, from plans by the royal 
architect, Sir William Bruce of Balcaskie and 
Kinross, the palace as we find it now was built by 
Charles II. and James VII., with a zeal that has 
been supposed to imply forethought of having a 
fit retreat in their ancient capital if driven from 
that of England. The inscription in large Roman 
letters- 
FV:\T . HE . 11-0 . I\IYLNE . !\1M , IVL. 1671- 
marks the site of the foundation of the modern 
additions; it is in a pier of the north-west piazza. 
Before the .Antiquarian Society in 1858 was 
read a statement of the "Accounts of Sir William 
Bruce of Balcaskie, General Surveyor of R.M, 
'Vorks, 167-1.-9." The reckoning between these 
years was ;6160,000 Scots, of which sum four-fifths 
were spent on Holyrood, the new works on which 
had been begun, in 167 I, and so vigorously carried 
on, that by January, 1674, the mason-work had been 
nearly completed. The Dutch artist, Jacob de 
Drt, was employed to paint" One piece of historia 
in the king's bed-chamber" for L 120 Scots. The 
coats-of-arms which are above the great entrance 
and in the quadrangle were cut from his designs. 
Hoiyrood Palace is an imposing quadrangular 
edifice, enclosing a piazza-bounded Palladian 
court, ninety.four feet square. Its front faces the 
west, and consists of battlemented double towers 
on each flank. In the centre is the grand en- 
trance, having double Doric columns, above which 
are the royal arms of Scotland, and over them an 
octagonal clock-tower, terminating in an imperial 
crown. 
The Gallery of the Kings, the largest apartment 
in the palace, is 150 feet long by 27 feet broad, 
and is decorated by a hundred fanciful portraits 
of the Scottish kings, from Fergus I. to J anIes YII" 
by Jacob de Drt, and there is an interesting 


portrait of 
Iary and of the latter monarch, and at 
the end of the gallery are four remarkable paint- 
ings, taken from Scotland by James VI., and sent 
back from Hampton Court in 1857. They repre- 
sent James Ill. and his queen 
Iargaret of Den- 
mark (about 1484), at devotion; on the reverses 
are Sir Edward Boncle, Provost of Trinity Col- 
lege; the figure of St. Cecilia at the organ represents 
:Mary of Guddres, and the whole, which are by 
an artist of the delicate Van Eck school, are 
supposed to have formed a portion of the altar- 
piece of the old Trinity College Church. In this 
gallery the elections of the Scottish peers take place. 
Beyond it are Lord Oarnley's rooms; among the 
portraits there are those of Darnley and his 
brother, and from thence a stair leads to Queen 
Mary's apartments abo\'e. The Tapestry Room 
contains two large pieces of arras, and among 
several valuable portraits one of James Duke of 
Hamilton, beheaded in 16-1-9, 
The Audience Chamber-the scene of Mary's 
stormy interviews with Knox-is panelled and 
embellished with various royal initials and coats- 
armorial; the furniture is richly embroidered, and 
includes a venerable state. bed, used by Charles I., 
by Prince Charles Edward, and by Cumberland on 
the night of the 30th January, 174Ú. Mary's bed- 
chamber measures only 22 feet by 18 feet, and at 
its south-\\est corner is her dressing-room. The 
ancient furniture, the faded embroideries and 
tapestries, and general aspect of this wing, \\hich 
is consigned peculiarly to memories of the past 
are aU in unison with the place; but the royal 
nursery, with its blue-starred dome, the Secretary 
of State's room, with the royal private apartments 
generally now in use, are all in the south and 
eastern sides of the palace, and are reached by a 
, grand staircase from the sonth-east angle ofthe court. 


CHAPTER XI. 


HOL YROOD PALACE (concluded), 


The King's Birthday in r665- James Duke of Albany-The Duchess of York and General Dalzell-Funeral of rhe Duke of Rothes - A 
Gladiatorial Exhibitinn-:-Departure of the Scottish Household Troops-The Hunters. Company.s Balls-First and Second Visits 
of the Royal F .tIDily o.C France-Recent Improvements-St. Anne"s Yard removed-The Ornamental Fountain built. 


IN the .hzldligence for the 1St of June, 1665, we his life-guard on horseback, and Sir Andrew 
have a description of the exuberant loyalty that I Ramsay, Lord Provost, Bailies, and Council in their 
followed the downfall of the Commonwealth.' robes, accompanied by all the Trained Bands in 
"Edinburgh, May 29, being His 
Iajesty's birth- : arms, went to church and hear
 the Bishop of 
d.ay, was most solemnl
 
ept b
 all 
anks in t
lis I Edinburgh upon a text well, applied for the wo
k 
City, My Lord COmnllSSlOner, 111 hIS state, \Vltll , of the day, Thereafter tlllrty-five aged men 111 
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THE ROYAL APARTMENTS, HOLYROOD P^,LACE. 
It The Throne Ruom; 2, The Brea'krast Parlour; 3. Evening Drawmg-room; 4. Grand Stairc.J.,e; 5. t.forning- Drawing-room. 
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blew gowns, each having got thirty-five shillings in Scottish noLlesse by a speech of General Dalzell 
a purse, came up from the abbey to the great of Binns, whom the former had mvited to 
church, praying all along for His Majesty. Sermon dine at the palace, when 
Iary d'Este, as a 
being ended, His Grace entertained all the nobles daughter of the ducal-prince of Modena, declined 
and gentlemen with a magnificent feast and open I to take h
r place at table with a subject. 
table. After dinner the Lord Provost and Council ":Madam," said the grim veteran, "I have 
went to the Cross, where was a green arbour I dined at a table, where )'Ollr father must have stood 
loaded with oranges and lemons, wine running at Ill}' back!" In this instance it is supposed 
liberally for divers hours at 
ight conduits, to the I that he alluded to the table of the Emperor of 
great solace of the indigent commons there, Hav- Germany, whom the Duke of Modena, if sum- 
ing drunk all the royal healths, which were seconded moned, must have attended as an officer of the 
by great guns from the castle, sound of trumpets I household. 
and drums, volleys from the Trained Bands, and The same commander having ordered a guards- 
joyful acclamations from the people, they plenti- man who had been found asleep on his post at the 
fully entertained the multitude. After which, my palace to be shot, he was forgiven by order of 
Lord Commissioner, Provost, and Bailies went to the duke. 
the castle, where they were entertained with all In August, 1681, one of the grandest funerals 
sorts of wine and sweatmeats; and returning, the ever seen in Scotland left Hol} rood-that of the 
Provost countenancing all neighbours that had put High Chancellor, the Duke of Rothes, who died 
up bonfires by appearing at their fires, which there on the 26th July. The account of the pro. 
jovialness continued, with ringing of bells and cession fills six quarto pages of Arnot's" History," 
shooting of great guns, till 12 o'clock at night." and enumerates among the troops present the 
In October, 1679, the Duke of Albany and Scots Foot Guards, a train of Artillery, the Scots 
York, with his f..'lmily, including the future queens, Fusiliers, and Horse Guards of the Scottish army. 
.M
ry and Anne, took up his residence at Holy- In April, 1705, John, the great Duke of .\rgyle, 
rood, where the gaiety and brilliance of his court took up his residence at the palace as Commis- 
gave great satisfaction. The princesses were easy sioner to the Parliament, on which occasion he was 
and affable, and the duke left little undone to win I received by a double salvo from the castle batteries, 
the love of the people, but the time \\as an unpro- I by the great guns in the Artillery Park. "and from 
pitious one, for they were at issue \\ ith him on all the men-of-\\ aI', both Dutch and Scottish, then 
matters of f..c'lÎth; yet it is clearly admitted by lying in the road of Leith." 
Fountainhall that his birthday was observed more In 171 I the Scottish Household troops, viz., 
cordially than that of the king. The duke golfed the Life and Horse Guards,. Horse Grenadier 
frequently at Leith. "I remember in my youth," Guards, and the two battalions of the Foot Guards, 
\\ rote l\Ir. William Tytler, "to have conversed with ceased to do duty at Holyrood, being all removed 
an old man named Andrew Dickson, a golf.club permanently to London, though a detachment of 
maker, who said that when a boy he used to carry I ' the last nap1ed corps garrisoned the Bass Rock 
the duke's golf-clubs, and run before him to an- till the middle of the last century. 
nounce where the balls fel!." A strange gladiatorial C!l.hibition is recorded as 
The sixteen companies of the Trained B..mds taking place on a stage at the back of the palace on 
attended the duke's arrival in the city, and sixty the 23rd of June, 1726, when one of those public 
selected men from each company were ordered" to I combats then so popular at the Bear Garden in 
attend their royal highnesses, apparelled in the I London. ensued between a powerful young Irish- 
best manner," and the latter were banqueted in I man named Andrew Bryan (who had sent a drum 
the Parliament House, at the cost of .;[1,231 13s. , through the city defying all men) and a veteran of 
sterling. The brilliance of the little court was: Killiecrankie, named Donald Bane, then in his 
long remembered after the royal race were in sixty-second year. 
hopeless exile. One of the most celebrated They fought with various weapons, in presenct; 
beauties of its circle was the wife of Preston of of many noblemen, gentlemen, and military officers, 
Denbrae, who survived till the middle of last cen- for several hours, and Bryan was totally van- 
tury. In the Cupar burial register this entry qui shed, after receiving some severe wounds from 
occurs concerning her :-" Buried 2 1St December, his unscathed antagonist. 
1757, Lady Denbrae, aged 107 years." I The annual ball of the Honourable Company 
The duke and duchess are said to have been of Hunters at Holyrood, begins to be regularly 
early warned of the haughty punctilio of the, chronicled in the Eùinburgh papers about this 
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, 
period, and in 1736 one of unusual brilliance their dark days had found refuge at St. Germains. 
was given in January, the Hon. Charles Hope I He entered Holyrood under a salute from the 
(afterwards Muster Master-General for Scotland) castle, while the approaches were lined by the 
being king, and the Hon. Lady Helen Hope I Hopetoun Fencibles and Windsor Foresters. He 
queen. In the Gallery of the Kings a table was held a levee next day at the palace, where he was 
covered with 300 dishes en alllbig/l, at which sat soon after joined by his son, the Duc d'Angoulême. 
150 ladies at a time. . . . illuminated with 400 The royal family remained several years at Holy- 
wax canùles. "The plan laid out by the council rood, when they endeared themselves to all in 
of the Company was exactly followed with the Edinburgh, where their presence was deemed but 
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T HE QUADRA
GLE, HOLY ROOD PALACE. (From a Drawing bJ' SIteÞlterd, þublislll:d In ,8'9') 


greatest order and decency, and concluded without a natural link of the old alliance that used to exist 
the least air of disturbance." between Scotland and France. 
Yet brawls were apt to occur then and for long The count, with his sons the Duc d'Angoulême 
after, as swords were worn in Edinburgh till a and the Duc ùe Berri, was a constant attender at the 
later period than in England; and an advertise- drills of the Edinburgh Volunteers, in the Meadows 
ment in the Cot/rallt for June, 1761, refers to a or elsewhere, though he never got over a horror of 
silver-mounted sword having been taken in mis- the uniform they wore then-blue, faced with red- 
take at an election of peers in that year at I which reminded him too sadly of the ferocious 
Holyrood. National Guard of France. He always attended in 
The ancient palace had once more royal in- his old French uniform, with the order of St. 
mates when, on the 6th of June, 1796, there Ampoule on his left breast,just as we may see him 
landed at Leith, under a salute from the fort, in Kay's Portraits. He was present at St. Anne's 
H,R.H. the Comte d'Artois, Charles Philippe, the Yard when, in 1797. the Shropshire Militia, under 
brother of Louis XV!., in exile, seeking a home Lord Clive-the .first English regiment of militia 
under the roof of the royal race that had so that ever entered Scotland-was reviewed by L')rd 
often intermarried with his family, and which in Adanl Gordon, the commander-in-chief. 
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The Edinburgl1 Herald of April, 1797, men- I whole bearing was unobtrusive, religious, and 
tions the departure from Holyrood of the Duc I exemplary. Charles was always thoughtful and 
d'Angoulême for Hamburg, to join the army of the melancholy. "He walked frequently in Queen 
Prince of COlJdé, and remarks, "We wish His High- Mary's garden, being probably pleased by its 
ness a prosperous voyage, and we may add (the seclusion and proximity to the palace. Here, 
valediction of his ancestor, Louis XIV., to the book in hand, he used to pass whole hours in re- 
unfortunate James VII,), may we never see his tirement, sometimes engaged in the perusal of the 
face again on the same errand!" volume, and anon stopping short, apparently 
The Comte d'Artois visited Sweden in 1804, absorbed in deep reflection, Charles sometimes 
but was in Britain again in 1806. His levees and indulged in a walk through the city, but the crowds 
balls "tended in some degr-ee to excite in the minds that usually followed him, anxious to gratify their 
of the inhabitants a faint idea of the days of other curiosity, in some measure detracted from the 
years, when the presence of its monarchs communi- pleasure of these perambulations. . , . . . Arthur's 
cated splendour and animation to this ancient Seat and the King's Park afforded many a solitary 
metropolis, inspiring it with a proud consciousness walk to the exiled party, and they seemed much 
of the remote antiquity and hereditary independence delighted with their residence. It was evident 
of the Scottish throne," from the first that Charles, when he sought the 
His farewell address to the magistrates and shores of Scotland. intended to make Holyrood his 
people, dated from the palace 5th August, 1799, is home; and it may be imagined how keenly he felt, 
preserved among the records of the city. when, after a residence of nearly two years, he was 
Among those who pressed forward to meet him under the necessity of removing to another country. 
was a N ewhaven fishwife, who seized his hand as Full of the recollection of former days, which time 
he was about to enter his carriage, and shook it had not effaced from his memory, he said he had 
heartily, exclaiming, ,r My name's Kirsty Ramsay, anticipated spending the remainder of his life in the 
sir. I am happy to see you again among decent Scottish capital, and laying his bones among the 
folk! " dust of our ancient kings in the chapel of Holy_ 
When the events of the Three Days compelled rood." (Kay, vol. ii.) 
Charles X. to abdicate the throne of France, he In consequence of a remonstrance from Louis 
waived his rights in favour of his nephew, the Philippe, a polite but imperative order compelled 
young Duc de Bordeau", and quitting his throne, the royal family to prepare to quit Holyrood. 
contemplated at once returning to Holyrood, and the most repulsive reception given to the Due 
where he had experienced some years of com- de Blacas in London, was deemed the forerunner 
parative happiness, and still remembered with of harsher measures if Charles hesitated to comply; 
gratitude the kindness of the' citizens, This he but when it became known that he was to depart, 
evinced by his peculiar favour to all Scotsmen, a profound sensation of regret was manifested in 
and his munificence to the sufferers by the great Edinburgh. The 18th September. 1832, was 
fire in the Parliament Square, He and his suite- named as the day of embarkation. Early on that 
consisting of 100 exiles, including the Duc de morning a deputation, consisting of the Lord 
Bordeaux, Duc de Polignac, Duchesse de Berri, Provost Learmonth of Dean, Colonel G. Mac- 
Baron de Damas, Marquis de Brabançois, and the donel, Menzies of Pitfoddels (the last of an 
Abbé de Moligny-Ianded at Newhaven on the ancient line), Sir Charles Gordon of nrimnin, 
20th October, 1830, amid an enthusiastic crowd, James Browne, LL.D., Advocate, the historian of 
which pressed forward on all sides with outstretched the Highlands, and other gentlemen, bearers of an 
hands, welcoming him back to Scotland, and address drawn up b), and to be read by the last- 
escorted him to Holyrood. X ext morning many named, appeared before the king at Holyrood. One 
gentlemen dined in Johnston's tavern at the abbey part of this address contained an allusion to the 
in honour of the event, sang "Auld lang syne" little Duc de Bordeaux so touching that the poor 
under his windows, and gave three ringing cheers king was overwhelmed with emotion, and clasped 
" for the King of France." the document to his heart. "I am unable to e,,- 
The Duc and Duchesse d'Angoulème, after press myself," he exclaimed, "but this I will con. 
residing during the winter at 21, Regent Terrace, I serve among the most precious possessions of my 
joined the king at Holyrood when their apart- family," 
ments were ready. To the poor of the Canongate After service in the private chapel, many gentle- 
and the city generally, the exiled family were men and ladies appeared before Charles, the Due 
royally liberal, and also to the poor hish, and their d'Angoulême, and Duc de Bordeau", when they 
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bade them farewell in the Gallery of the Kings, 
while a vast concourse assembled outside, all 
wearing the white cockade. Another multitude 
was collected at Newhaven, where the Fishermen's 
Society formed a kind of body-guard to cover the 
em barkation, 
"A few gentlemen," says the editor of" Kay's 
Portraits," "among whom were Colonel Macdonel, 
the Rev, 
Ir. (afterwards Bishop) Gillis, John Robin- 
son, Esq" and Dr. Browne, accompanied His 
l\Iajesty on board the steamer, which they did not 
leave till she was under weigh. The distress of the 
king, and particularly of the dauphin, at being 
obliged to quit a country to which they were so 
warmly attached was in the highest degree affecting, 
The Due de Bordeaux wept bitterly, and the Duc' 
d'Angoulème, embracing l\Ir. Gillis à fa Frallçaise, 
gave unrestrained scope to his emotion. The act 
of parting with one so beloved, whom he had 
known and distinguished in the salons of the 
Tuileries and St. Cloud, long before his family had 
sought an asylum in the tenantless halls of Holy- 
rood, quite overcame his fortitude, and excited 
feelings too powerful to be repressed. When this 
ill-fated family bade adieu to our shores they 
carried with them the grateful benedictions of the 
poor, and the respect of all men of all parties who 
honour misfortune when ennobled by virtue." 
In Edinburgh it is well known that had H.R.H. 
the late Prince Consort-whose love of the pictu- 
resque and historic led him to appreciate its 
natural beauties-survived a few years longer, many 
improvements would have taken place at Holy- 
rood; and to him it is said those are owing which 
have already been effected. 
Southward of the palace, the unsightly old tene- 
ments and enclosed gardens at St. Anne's Yard 
were swept away, including a quaint-looking dairy 
belonging to the Duke of Hamilton, and by 
18 57- 8 -9 the royal garden was extended south 
some 500 feet from the wall of the south wing, and 
a new approach was made from the Abbey Hill, 
a handsome new guard-house was built, and the 
carved door of the old garden replaced in the wall 


between it and the fragment of the old abbey 
porch; and it was during the residence of H.R.H. 
the Prince of Wales at Holyrood that the beautiful 
fountain in the Palace Yard was ëompleted, on the 
model of the ancient one that stanùs in ruin now, 
in the quadrangle of Linlithgow, and which is 
referred to by Defoe in his "Tour in Great 
Britain. " 
The fountain rises from a basin twenty-four feet in 
diameter to the height of twenty-eight feet, divided 
into three stages, and by flying buttresses has the effect 
of a triple crown. From the upper of these the water 
flows through twenty ornate gargoyles into three 
successive basins. The basement is of a massive 
character, divided by buttresses into eight spaces, 
each containing a lion's head gargoyle. This is sur- 
mounted by eight panels baving rich cusping, and 
between these rise pedestals and pinnacles. The 
former support heraldic figures with shields. These 
consist of the unicorn bearing the Scottish shield, a 
lion bearing a shield charged with the arms of 
James IV, and his queen, l\Iargaret of England; 
a deer supports two shields, with the arms of the 
queens of James V., l\Iagdalene of France, and 
ßIary of Guise; and the griffin holds the shields of 
J ames IV. and his queen, l\Iargaret of Denmark. 
The pinnacles are highly floriated, anù enriched 
with flowers and medallions. 
It is in every way a marvellous piece of stone 
carving. The flying buttresses connecting the stages 
are deeply cusped. On the second stage are eight 
figures typical of the sixteenth century, representing 
soldiers, courtiers, musicians, and a lady-falconer, 
each tivo feet six inches in height. On the upper 
stage are four archers ofthe Scottish Guard, support- 
ing the imperial crown. It occupies the site whereon 
for some year:; stood a statue of Queen Victoria, 
which has now disappeared. 
Still, as of old, since the union of the crowns, 
for a fortnight in each year the Lord High Com- 
missioner to the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland holds semi-royal state in Holyrood, 
gives banquets in its halls, and holds his levees in 
the Gallery of the Kings. 
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HOLYROOlJ PALACE, WEST FRONT. 


CHAPTER XII. 
THE 1\IOU
D, 


The North Loch used for Sousings and Duckings-The Boats. Swans. Ducks. and Eels-Accidents in the Loch-Last Appearance of the Loch 
-Formation of the f\lound-"' Geordie Bo)pd's !\.Iud Brig"-The Rotunda-Royal Institution-Board of 
Ianufactures-History of the Board 
-The Equivalent !\loney-Sir]. Shaw Lefevre's Report-School of Design--GaUery of Sculpture-Royal Society of Edinburgh-!\Iuseum 
of Antiquities
 


THE garden wherein St. David budded trees and of Rothesay, the same prince who perished so 
cultivated such fruits and flowers as were then miserably at Falkland, presided when in his 
known in Britain is a place of flowers and shrubs twentieth year, 
again, save where it is intersected by the prosaic In 1538, prior to committing the effigy of St. 
railway or the transverse Earthen Mound; but Giles to the flames, the Reformers ducked it in 
those who see the valley now may find it difficult the loch-it being the legal place for sousing all 
to realise, that for 300 years it was an impassable offenders against the seventh commandment. 
lake, formed for the defence of the city on the In 1562 the Town Council enacted that all 
north, when the wall of 1450 was built; but the persons of loose life should be ducked in a certain 
well that fed it is flowing still, as when David part of the loch, wherein a pillar and basin were 
referred to it in his Holyrood charter, Fed by it formed for the purpose; but this not having the 
and other springs, the loch was retained by a dam desired effect, all such persons were ordered to be 
and sluice at the foot of Halkerston's Wynd-the committed, without distinction, to the iron room of 
dam being a passable footway from the city to the the Tolbooth, to be kept therein for a month on 
northern fields. bread and water, and to be then whipped out of 
In the royal gardens a tournament was held in the city at a cart's tail. The deacon of the fleshers 
139 6 , by order of Annabel Drummond, queen of having fallen under this law, the crafts, deeming it 
Robert III., at which, according to Bower, the I an indignity to their order, assembled In arms, 
continuator of Fordun, her eldest son, David, Duke, broke open the Plison, and released him. 
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For the sake ot ornament the magistrates kept rash act. Hearing the tumult, the father of the 
Cj\\ ans and wild ducks on the loch, and various late Lord Henderland threw up his window in 
entries for their preservation occur in their ac- J ames's Court, and leaning out, cried down the 
counts; and one passed in Council between 1589- brae to the people: 'What's all the noise about? 
94 ordained a boll of oats to be procured for Can't ye e'en let the man gang to the deil his ain 
feeding them. A man was outlawed for shooting I gate?' Whereupon the honest man quietly walked 
a swan in the said loch, and obliged to find another out of the loch, to the no small amusement of the 
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in its place. "The loch," says Chambers, "seems lately appalled neighbours." There a lady was 
to have been a favourite place for boating. Various saved from suicide by her hoop--petticoat 
houses in the neighbourhood had servitudes of the The loch must have abounded in some kind of 
use of a boat upon it, and these , in later times, fish, as the Council Register refers to an eel-ark 
lIsed to be employed to no little purpose in set therein, at ten merks yearly, for the benefit of 
smuggling whisky into the town. It the Trinity Hospital; and in February, 16 55, 
, was also the frequent scene of suicide, and on this ;.Jicoll records that in consequence of the e:xces- 
point one or two droll anecdotes are related. A sively stormy weather, some thousands of dead 
man was proceeding deliberately to drown himself, I eels were cast upon its banks, "to the admiration 
when a crowd of the townspeople rushed do\\n to I of many." 
the water-side, venting cries of horror and alarm at I On the 11th February, 1682, three men were 
the spectacle, yet without actually venturing into drowned in the loch hy the ice giving way, "We 
the water to prevent him from accomplishing the, have a proverb , " says Lord FountainhaIl, under 
59 
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whose windows perhaps the accident occurred, tunately, ne"er carried out. One of the greatest 
"that the fox will not set his foot on the ice mistakes committed as a matter of taste _was the 
'lfter Candlemas, especially in the heat of the sun, erection of the Earthen Mound across the beauti- 
as this was, at two o'clock; and at any time the ful valley of the loch, from the end of Hanover 
fox is so sagacious as to lay his ear on the ice Street to a point at the west end of Bank Street. 
to see if it be frozen to the bottom, or if he hear It is simply an elongated hill, like a huge railway 
the murmuring and current of the water." embankment, a clumsy, enormous, and unremov...ble 
In 17 I 5, when the magistrates took measures for substitute for a bridge which should have been 
the defence of the city, the sluice of the loch was there, and its creation has been deplored by every 
completely dammed up to let the water rise, a pre- I topographical ",riter on Edinburgh. 
caution omitted by their successors in 1745. In Huge as the mass is, it originated in a very 
Edgar's plan, twenty years later, the bed of the accidental operation. When the bed of the loch 
loch is shown as "now devised," measuring 1,700 was in a state of marsh, a shopkeeper, Mr. George 
feet in length, from the foot of Ramsay Garden to Boyd, clothier, at Gosford's Close, in the old town, 
the foot of Halkerston's Wynd, and 400 feet broad was frequently led from business or curiosity to 
at the foot of the gardens below the Advocate's visit the rising buildings of the new, and accom- 
Close. From the upper point to the 'Vest Church modated himself with "steps" across this marsh, 
the bed is shown as "bog or marsh," I and he was followed in the construction of this 
"Yet many in common with myself," says path by other persons similarly situated, who con. 
Chambers, "mnst remember the by no means i tributed their quota of stone or plank to fill up, 
distant time when the remains of this sheet of I widen, and heighten what, in rude compliment to 
water, consisting of a few pools, served as an ex- the fonnder, was becoming known as "Geordie 
cellent sliding and skating ground in winter, while Boyd's Mud Brig," The incoJ1\ enience arising 
their neglected, grass-grown precincts too fre- from the want of a direct communication between 
quentIy formed an arena whereon the high and the old town and the new began to be seriously 
mighty quarrels of the Old and New Town cowlies felt about 1781, when the latter had been built as 
were brought to lapidarian arbitration;" and until far west as Hanover Street 
a very recent period woodcocks, snipe, and water-\ Hence a number of residents, chiefly near the 
ducks used to frequent the lower part of the 'Yest I Lawnmarket, held a meeting in a small public- 
Princes Street Gardens, attracted by the damp of house, kept by a man called Robert Dunn, and 
the locality. called in burlesque, "Dunn's Hotel," after a 
"The site of the North Loch," says a writer in fashionable hotel of that name in Princes Street, 
the Edinburgh .JJfagazine for 1790, "is disgusting and subscriptions were opened to effect a com- 
below as well as above the bridge, and the bahls- munication of some kind; but few were required, 
trades of the east side ought to be filled up like I as Provost Grieve, who resided at the corner of 
those of the west, as they are only meant to show Hanover Street, in 'order to fill up a quarry before 
a beautiful stream, not slaughter-houses." his house, obtained leave to have the rubbish from 
The statute for the improvement of the valley' the foundations of the various new streets laid 
westward of the mound was not passed until 1816; I down there. From that time the progress of the 
but Lord Cockburn describes it as being then an Mound proceeded with rapidity, and from 17 8 ] 
impassable fetid marsh, "open on all sides, the till 1830 augmentations to its breadth and height 
receptacle of many sewers, and seemingly of all the were continually made, till it became the mighty 
worried cats, drowned dogs, and blackguardism of I mass it is. By the latter date the Mound hac! be- 
the city. Its abomination made it so solitary that come levelled and macadamised, its sides sown 
the volunteers used to practise ball-firing across it. with grass, and in various ways embellished so as to 
The men stood on its north side, and the targets assume the appearance of being completed, It is 
were set up along the lower edge of the castle I upwards of 800 feet in length, on the north upwards 
hiil, or rock. The only difficulty was in getting of 60 feet in height, and on the south about 100 feet. 
across the swamp to place and examine the targets, Its breadth is proportionally much greater than its 
which could only be done in very dry weather and height. averaging about 3 00 feet. It is computed 
at one or two places." to contain more than 2,000,000 of cartIoads of 
In the maps of 1798 a "new mound " would I travelled earth, and on the moderate supposition 
seem to have been projected across it, at an angle, that each load, if paid for, was worth 6d., must 
from South Castle Street to the Ferry Road, by have cost the large sum of 1:5 0 ,000. 
the western base of the castle rock-a design, for- I It was first enclosed by rough stone walls, and 
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was almost a permanent place for caravans and may conduce to the general good of the United 
wild beast shows. A row of miserable temporary Kingdom." 
workshops, and at one time a little theatre, dis- In 1718 this :6 2,000 was made payable for ever 
figured its western side. Among other edifices that out of the' Customs and Excise in Scotland. In 
were there until about 1850 was the huge wooden 1725 an addition was made to this sum by an Act 
peristrophic Rotunda, which was first opened in which provided that when the produce of three- 
1823 to exhibit some great pictures of the battles pence per bushel to be laid on malt should exceed 
of Trafalgar and \\'aterloo. :620,000 per annum, such surplus should be added 
In the same year was laid the foundation of the to it and applied to the same purposes. In 17 26 
Royal Institution, after the protracted and laborious the Crown was empowered to appoint t\\ enty-one 
process of driving about 2,000 piles into the site, to trustees, who were named in 1727 by letters 
make firm the travelled earth at its southern end. patent, which prescribed their duties and the plan 
Though founded in 1823, it was not finally completed for e
pending the funds at their disposal in the 
until 1836, after designs by W. H, Playfair, at a cost encouragement of the woollen, linen, and hempen 
of :640,000. As shown in the view on the ne
t manufactures and the Scottish fisheries, which had 
page, it was at first without enrichment in the always been fostered by the Stuart kings, as numer- 
pediments, and was finished above the cornice, ous laws, enacted by the Third, Fourth, Fifth, and 
by a plain parapet all round, with a base and Sixth J ameses, attest. 
moulding; and had eight large pedestals, int
nded But in regarding a Scottish institution which 
for statues, against the walls, between the flat now occupies a place so conspicuous in the eye 
Grecian pilasters. The building was, however, of the public, it is curious to trace the difficulties it 
subsequently largely altered and improved. It is had to contend with, in consequence of the lack of 
in the pure Doric style of Pericles, and forms an local government and the monetary vacuum caused 
oblong, nearly akin in character to that of a by a conflict between the banks. On the 26th of 
peripteral temple, with fluted columns all rising June, 1728, Duncan Forbes, then Lord Advocate, 
from a uniform base of steps, and surmounted by wrote to the Duke of Newcastle :-" The trustees 
a pure Greek entablature. There projects from appointed by His l\Iajesty for taking care of the 
its north front a triple octostyle portico, and from its manufactures proceed with great zeal and industry; 
south front a double octostyle portico, and the but at present credit is run so low, by a struggle 
pediments of both are filled with beautifully-carved between the bank lately erected by His l\Iajesty and 
Greek scroll-work and honeysuckle. From the the old bank, that money can scarcely be found to 
flanks of these, at both ends, there projects go to market with." 
a distyle portico. Behind the apex of the nm th- l\Iatters, however, improved, and the activity 
ern portico, facing Hanover Street, is a colossal and use of the Board were shown in the promotion 
statue of Queen Victoria, seated, with crown, of the linen manufacture, which, under the stimulus 
sceptre, and robes of state, sculptured by Steel. given by premiums, rose from an e
port sale of 
Eight sphinxes adorn the four angles of this stately 2,183,978 yards in 1727 to 4,666,011 yards in 
..::difice, which, like all others in the New Town, is 1738, 7,358,098 yards in 1]48, and 12,823,048 
built of pure white freestone, and contains a yards in 1764. 
school of design, a gallery of sculpture, the In 1766 the trustees opened a hall in Edinburgh 
antiquarian museum, the apartments of the Royal (The British Linen Hall) for the custody and sale 
Society, and those of the Board of Trustees for of Scottish linens, which the owners thereof might 
l\Ianufactures in Scotland. We shall treat of the sell, either personally or by their factors. " For 
last first. \\ hatever period the goods should remain in the 
By the fifteenth article of the Treaty oi Union hall unsold," says Arnot, "their respective o\\ners 
with England, among other provisions for giving pay nothing to the proprietors of the hall; but 
Scotland some equivalent for the increase of duties upon their being sold, 5 per cent. upon the value 
of Customs and Excise, it was agreed that for som
 of the linens sold is demanded by way of rent. As 
years :62,000 per annum should be applied by the t!1e opening of this hall was found to be attended 
new Imperial Parliament towards the encourage- with good çonsequences to the linen manufac- 
ment and formation of manufactures in the coarse tures, so in 1776 the trustees extended it upon the 
wool of those counties that produced it, and after- I same terms to the woollen manufactures oi Scot- 
wards to be wholly employed towards "encourag- I land." 
ing and promoting the fisheries and such other Under these trustees and their successors the 
m'!:1.ufactures and improvements in Scotland as I business of the Board was carried on until 1828 
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with little change of system, save that in 1809 
their number was increased from twenty-one to 
twenty-eight, and out of that number the Crown 
was empowered to appoint seven to be Commis- 
sioners for the Herring Fishery; and from that 
time the Fishery Board and the Board of Manufac- 
tures have virtually been separate bodies. 
Regarding the Royal Institution, in which it now 
has chambers, Lord Cockburn says :-" Strictly, it 
ought to have been named after the old historical 
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mental art, and also in taste and design 1I1 manu- 
facture. In the same year Sir John 
haw Lefevre 
was sent down by Government to report on the 
constitution and management of the Board and the 
erection of the Galleries of Art in Edinburgh. 
Since the Board began to give premiums for the 
encouragement of the linen trade, that branch of 
business has made giant strides in Scotland. " It 
takes about six months," says David Bremner, 
" from the purchase of the raw material before the 



 


THE ROYAL INST1TUTIO
 AS IT WAS IN 1829. (From a DrawinghySh,þl"rd,) 


board of trustees, because it was by their money 
and for their accommodation chiefly it was made, 
and 'the Trustees' Hall' had been the title ever 
since the Union, of the place in the old town where 
they had met." 
In 1828 new letters patent were issued, giving to 
the trustees a wiùer discretion, and empowering 
them to apply their funds to the encouragement not 
only of manufactures, but also of such other under- 
takings in Scotland as should most conduce to the 
general welfare of the United Kingdom. 
In 1847 an Act was passed by which the 
Treasury was enabled to direct the appropriation 
of their funds towards the purposes of education in 
the fine arts gener.lliy_ in decorative and orna- 


goods can be manufactured and the proceeds drawn, 
so that the stock-in-trade of manufacturers and 
merchants will amount to J:'S,ooo,ooo. It would 
thus appear that a capital of J:' J 2,000,000 is re- 
quired for carrying on the linen trade of Scotland," 
It was under this Board of Manufactures that 
the quality of Scottish linen was improved, One 
of their earliest acts was to propose to Nicholas 
d'Assaville, a cambric wea\'er of S1. Quentin, in 
France, to bring over ten experienced weavers in 
cambric, with their families, to settle in Scotland 
and teach their art to others. The proposal was 
accepted, and the trustees purchased from the 
governors of Heriot's Hospital five acres of ground 
eastward of Broughton Loan, whereon were built 
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houses for the French weavers, who, in memory of "Secondly, to indemnify for any losses they 
their native land, named the colony Little Picardy, might sustain by reducÙzg the coin of Scotland to 
and thereon now stands Picard}' Place. This was the standard and value of England; and thirdly, in 
in 17 2 9. The men taught weaving, their wi\'es bribing a majority of the Scottish Parliament when 
and daughters the art of spinning cambric yarn; matters came to the last push. 
and by the trustees a man weU skiUed in all the "Of the whole equivalent, therefore, 01lly 
branches of the linen trade was at the same time ..:l40,000 was left for national purposes; and so lost 
brought from Ireland, and appointed to travel the to public spirit and to aU sense of honour were the 
country and instruct the weavers and others in the representatives of Scotland, three or four noblemen 
best modes of making cloth. I alone excepted, that this balance was supposed to 
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THE RO\AL lI'iSTlTUTlON , Ih&J. 


Before proceeding further , we shaU here quote the be useless in the English Treasury till the year 
comprehensive statement concerning the Board ot 1727, when the royal burghs began to waJ...e from 
Trustees which appears in Knox's "View of the their stupor, and to apply the interest of the 
British Empire," London, 17 8 5 :_ ..:l40,000 towards raising a little fund for imprO\ ing 
"By the Treaty of Union it was stipulated that the manufactures and fisheries of the country," 
..:l39 8 ,085 should be paid to the Scots as an " An Act of Parliament" (the Act quoted before) 
equivalent for the customs, taxes, and excises to be "now directed the applic.ation of the funds to the 
levied upon that kingdom in consequence of the several purposes for which they were designed , and 
English debt, ..:l20,000,000, though estimated at appointed twenty-one commissioners, who were 
..:l 17,000.000. This equivalent, if it may be so entrusted with the management of the same and 
called, was applied in the following manner :- other matters relative thereto." 
"Firstly, to payoff the capital of the Scottish In Lefevre's Report of July 20th, 18 5 0 , it is stated 
India Company, which was to be abolished in I that" having regard to the origin of this Eoard as 
favour of the English Company trading to the East connected \\ ith tht" e'l.istence of Scotland as a 
Indies. separate kingdom, and to the unbroken series of 
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distinguished trustees of whom it has been composed "in, and whose success in these early competitions 
since its formation j considering also that the Po\\ er was the beginning of a long series of triumphs." 
of appointing persons to be members of the Board ,In the same edifice is the gallery of sculpture, a 
offers the means of conferring distinction on eminent good collection of casts from the best ancient 
indi"iduals belonging to Scotland, I entertain a works, such as the Elgin marbles and celebrated 
strong conviction that this Board should be kept, statues of antiquity, of the well-known Ghiberti 
up to its present number, and that its vacancies I gates 'of Florence, and a valuable series of antique 
should be supplied as they occur. I am disposed Greek and Roman busts known as the Albacini 
to think also that it would be desirable to gin: this collection, from which family they were purchased 
Board a corporate character by a charter or Act I for the Gallery. 
of Incorporation." In the western portion of the Royal InstitutiOl1 
Under the fostering care of the Board of I are the apartments of the Royal Society of Edin- 
;\Ianufactures first sprang up the Scottish School I burgh, which was instituted in 1783, under the 
of Design, which had its origin in 1760. On the presidency of Henry Duke of Buccleuch , K.G. 
27th of June in that year, in pursuance of previous: and K.T., with Professor John Robinson, LL.D., as 
deliberations of the Board, as its records show, "a I secretary, and twelve councillors whose names are 
scheme or scroll of an ad,'ertisement anent the nearly all known to fame, and are as follows ;_ 
drawing school was read, and it was referred to Mr. Baron Gordon. Dr. Munro. 
Lord Kames to take evidence of the capacity and Lord Elliock. Dr. Hope, 
genius for drawing of persons applying for instruc- Major-Gen, Fletcher Campbell. Dr. Black. 
tion before they were presented to the drawing Adam Smith, Esq. Dr, Hutton. 
school, and to report when the salary of IVlr. Mr. John McLaurin, Prof. Dugald Stewart, 
D ' I . h h d b . d Dr. Adam Ferguson, 1\11'. John Playfair, 
e acour, pamter, w 0 a een appomte to I 
teach the school, should commence." The central portion of the Royal Institution is 
This was the first School of Design established occupied by the apartments and museum of the 
in the three kingdoms at the public expense. "It Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, which was 
is," said the late Sir W. Stirling-Ma'l.well, in an founded in 1780 by a body of noblemen and 
address to the institution in 1870, "a matter of I gentlemen, who were an'l.ious to secure a more 
no small pride to us as Scotsmen to find a Scottish accurate and extended knowledge of the historic 
judge in 1760 and two Scottish painters in 1837 and national antiquities of their native country 
taking the lead in a movement which in each case than single individual zeal or skill could hope to 
became national." achieve, "For this purpose, a building and an 
The latter were 1\1r. William Dyce and 1\1r. area formerly occupied as the post office, situated 
Charles Heath Wilson, who, in a letter to Lord in the Cowgate, then one of the chief thorough- 
:Meadowbank en "the best means of ameliorating fares of Edinburgh, were purchased for ;/;1,000. 
arts and manufactures in point of taste," had all 'Towards this, the Earl of Buchan, founder of the 
the chief princilJles which they urged brought into Society, the Dukes of Montrose and Argyle, the 
acti,'e operation by the present Science and I Earls of Fife, Bute, and Kintore, Sir Laurence 
Art Department; and when the Royal Scottish Dundas, Sir John Dalrymple, Sir Alexander Dick , 
Academy was in a position to open its doors to art l\lacdonnel of Glengarry, 1\1r, Fergusson of Raith, 
pupils, the life school was transferred from the l\lr, Ross of Cromarty, and other noblemen and 
Board to the Academ}. Of the success of these gentlemen, liberally contributed. Many valuable 
schools it is only necessary to say that almost objects of antiquity and original 1\ISS. and books 
every Scotsman' who has risen to distinction in I were in like manner presented to the Society," 
art has owed something of that distinction to After being long in a small room in 24, George 
the training received here. There are annual e\- Street, latterly the studio of the well-known 
aminations and competitions for prizes. The latter Samuel Bough, R.S.A., the museum was removed 
though small in actual and intrinsic value, possess a I to the Institution, on the erection of the new 
very high value to minds of the better order. "They I exhibition rooms for the Scottish Academy in the 
are," said Sir "', Stirling-Maxwell, "tokens of the I art galleries. Among the earliest contributions 
sympathy with which the State regard
 the e>..ertions I towards the foundation of this interesting mu!'eum 
of its students. They are re" ards which those who were the extensive and valuable collection of 
now sit or have sat in high places of a noble pro- bronze weapons referred to in an early chapter 
fession-the Harveys, the Patons, the Faeds, the as being dre(:ged from Duddingstone Loch, pre- 
Robertses, and the Wilkies-ha,'c been proud to I sented by Sir Alexander Dick, Bart., of Preston- 
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field, in 1781, and a selection of upwards of one fact that the domestic implements and personal 
hundred Scottish gold, silver, and copper coins, I ornaments which in its earlier years were only 
presented in the same year by Dr. William beginning to fall into disuse, ha\ e now, after the 
Hunter, the celebrated founder of the Hunterian lapse of nearly a century, become curious illustra- 
:\[useum, which, together with a donation of the I tions of Scottish manners and a state of society 
same date by Lord MacDonald of Slate, formed almost obsolete. 
the nucleus of the noble numismatic collection I Through :\1r, Robert Hay, Under Secretary of 
now possessed by the Society, a body which has State, the Government presented the Society, in 
attained both numbers and influence, 1830, with a magnificent collection of Cyrenaic 
The first difficulty it experienced arose in con- antiquities; and the Barons of the Scottish 
sequence of the application for a ropl charter, E'l.chequer have given valuable contributions from 
in which the members were, singular to say, I time to time. 
opposed by various learned and literary bodies, as 
Iany interesting Northern antiquities were 
ri\oals; but fortunately the advisers of the Cro\\n presented by his Danish Majesty, Christian IX., 
were guided by more liberal views, and the charter in 1844, and some Roman and mediæval remains 
passed the great seal on the 5th of :\[ay, 1783. from London, by the 
[arquis of Breadalbane, in 
The success of the Society, according to the 1846; but one of the most valuable gifts bestowed 
third volume of its "Transactions," "during the on the Society was the bequest in the same year by 
first ten years of its existence \\as owing to the J\Ir, E. W. A Drummond Hay(H.1\L Consul-General 
patriotic zeal and personal exertions of its founder, I to the Barbary States) of his whole private collec- 
the Earl of Buchan. Under this nobleman's pro- tion, including 603 Roman gold and silver coins, 
tection nothing was wanting to ensure the prosperity upwards of 2,000 Roman brass, a large collection 
of the institution, eJo..cept some addition to its funds I of Scottish, English, and foreign coins, besides 
\\ith the view of establishing a permanent museum," bronzes, medallions, and other objects of antiquity. 
During the earlier years of the Society's exis- Among the multifarious contents of this most 
tence objects of natural history formed a promi- , valuable museum may be briefly enumerated a splen- 
nent feature in its collection, under the auspices of did collection of Egyptian antiquities; sculptures 
1\Ir. \\"iIliam Smellie, author of "The Philosophy and works in terra-cotta from various countries; 
of Xatural History," who \\as secretary in 1793. ancient British implements, warlike and domestic; 
These have ceased to be included among the pur- examples of Roman-British pottery and glass; old 
suits of the Society, whose "Transactions" furnish Scottish wood carvings; ancient cannon and armour, 
gratifying evidence that, notwithstanding the many I and various Scottish instruments of punishment and 
vicissitudes it has undergone, scarcely a single' torture, including that L'lmoUS old guillotine, the 
article of any value is missing of all the objects of J\Iaiden, by which the Regent 
Iorton was beheaded 
archæological interest presented to the museum in 1581, Sir John Gordon of Haddo in 1644, 
since its foundation. I President Spotti
mood in 1642, the two Argyles, 
In the year 1829, by an arrangement 'ó\oith the I and a multitude of others; the repentance stool of 
Royal Socie
}, all the objects of natural history the old Greyfriars' church; the pulpit of Knox; 
collected by :\Ir, Smellie and others were trans- the alleged "creepie" of Jenny Geddes; a banner 
ferred to the museum of that body, the Antiquaries borne by the Covenanters at Bothwell Bridge; a 
receiving in return such objects as more properly portrait of Cardinal Innes, advanced to the pnrple 
came within the compass of their pursuits, including I by Pope John XXII L-the first 
cotsman who 
bricks impressed with cuneiform inscriptions from ever attained that rank; the blue ribbon worn by 
Babylon, and several large Indian idols. I Prince Charles as Knight of the Garter, and his 
The museum is visited by thousands of visitors I ring, the farewell gift of Flora :\Iacdonald; Rob 
annualiy; and every year the collection receives con- Roy's purse; the \\ itches' iron branks; copies of 
siderable additions by purchase and donation; and the national covenant, signed bv J\[ontrose and all 
the value of such depository is proved, not only by the Scottish nobles and notables of the period; 
the preservation for study and popular education of autograph letters of :\Iary, James Vr., Charles 1. 
so large a collection of antiquties, which must other- Cromwell, and a vast collection of objects of 
"ise have been scattered or lost; but also by the antiquity generally. 
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THE NATIONAL GALLERY. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


THE l\IOUND (coile/tided) 


The Art Galleries-The National Gallery-The Various Collection.- The Royal Scoui.h Academy-Early Scouish Artists-The Inslitullon- 
The First Exhibition in Edinburgh-Foundation of the A...oa.demy-PreS1dents: G. \Vatson, Sir \ViUiam Allan, Sir J. \V. Gordon, Sir 
George Harvey, Sir Daniel 
Iacnee. Sir W. Fettes Douglas-The Spalding Fund. 


THEIR objects being akin, the Royal Ir.stitution and 
Art Galleries stand in convenient proximity to each 
other. The formation of the latter was one of the 
results of the Report, referred to, by Sir John Shaw 
Lefevre on the constitution of the Board of Manu- 
factures; and subsequent negotiations with the 
Treasury led to the erection of the Galleries, the 
foundation stone of which was laid by the Prince 
Consort on the 30th of August, 1850, and they 
were opened in 1859. The Treasury furnished 
..i:30,000, the Board ..i:2o,000, and the city a 
portion of the site at a nominal rate. By these 
arrangements the Scottish people have a noble 
National Gallery of great and increasing value, and 
the Royal Scottish Academy has also been provided 
with saloons for its annual exhibitions. 
Designed by W. H. Playfair, the Galleries are so 
situated that a railway tunnel crosses beneath their 
foundation and a lofty green bank overlooks the 
south end. They form a cruciform edifice, the 
main length of which lies north and south, with a 
broad and high transept intersecting the centre; 
at the south and north ends, or fronts, are beautiful 
Ionic porticoes, and on each face of the trall.sept 


is a handsome hexastyle Ionic portico. The 
eastern range is occupied by the Royal Scottish 
Academy's Exhibition from February till May in 
each year, and the western range is permanently 
used as the National Gallery, containing a collection 
of paintings by old masters and modern artists and 
a few works of sculpture, among which, terminating 
the long vista of the saloons, is Flaxman's fine 
statue of Robert Burns, The first of these con- 
tains specimens of the Flemish, Dutch, and French 
schools of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries; 
the central or second saloon specimens of the 
Italian, Venetian, Genoese, Florentine, Flemish, 
and other schools of the same period; while the 
third room is devoted to examples of the Scottish 
school. 
The collections generally include some fine 
specimens of Vandyke, Titian, Tintoretto, Velasquez, 
Paul Veronese, Spagnoletto, Rembrandt, and others, 
There is also a noble series of portraits by Sir 
Thomas Lawrence, Sir Henry Raeburn, George 
Watson (first President of the Academy), Sir John 
Watson Gordon, and Graham Gilbert. In one 
of the rooms set apart for modern works may be 
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seen Sir Noel Paton's two wonderful pictures of I are outlined; and the great and accurately detailed 
Oberon and Titania; others by Erskine NIcol, Herd- picture of the battle of Bannockburn. 
man, Faed, Sir W. Fettes Douglas, James Drum- There is a small full-length picture of Burns, 
mond, Sir George Harvey, Horatio Macculloch, painted by N asmyth, as a memento of the poet, 
R. S. Lauder, Roberts, Dyce, and Etty, from whose and another by the same artist, presented by the 
brush there are those colossal paintings of " Judith poet's son, Colonel "T. Nicol Burns, and a fine 
with the Head of Holofernes " and " The Woman portrait of Sir John Moore, the property of the 
Interceding for the Vanquished," officers of the Black Watch. 
Among the many fine paintings bequeathed to The choice collection of water colours embraces 
this Scottish Gallery is Gainsborough's celebrated some of the best works of " Grecian" \\'illiams; 
portrait of 1\Irs, Graham, depicting a proud and a series of drawings bequeathed to the Gallery 
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DITERIOR OF THE NATIONAL GALLERY. 


beautiful girl, grief for whose death in early life 
caused her husband, the future Lord Lynedoch, 
"the hero of Barossa," to have it covered up that 
he might never look upon it again. There are 
also some beautiful and delicate works by Greuze, 
the gift of Lady Murray j and one by Thomson of 
Duddingstone, presented by Lady Stuart of 
Allanoonk; and Landseer's "Rent Day in the 
Wilderness," a Jacobite subject, bequeathed by 
the late Sir Roderick Murchison, Bart. 
Not the least interesting works here are a few 
that were among the last touched by deceased 
artists, and left unfinished on their easels, such as 
Wilkie's "John KnQJo., Dispensing the Sacrament 
at Calder House," of which a few of the faces alone 
60 
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by Mr. Scott, including examples of Robert 
Cattermole, Collins, Cox, Girtin, Prout, Nash, 
and Cristall; and a set of studies of the most 
striking peculiarities of the Dutch, Spanish, Vene- 
tian' and Flemish schools. Of great interest, too, 
are the waxen models by Michael Angelo. 
The Gallery also contains a collection of 
marbles and bronzes, bequeathed by Sir James 
Erskine of Torrie, and a cabinet of medallion 
portraits and casts f['Jm gems, by James and 
William Tassie, the celebrated modellers, who, 
though born of obscure parents in Renfrewshire, 
acquired such fame and reputation that the first 
cabinets in Europe were open to their use. 
The Royal Scottish Academy of Painting and 
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Sculpture had its origin early in the IJresent I his Walter Scott; three by George Watson, one 
century, though in past times the Scottish School being the" Portrait of an Old Scots Jacobite;" three 
of Painters ranked among its number several by Thomson of Duddingstone; a fancy picture 
celebrities. Of these the most noted was George of Queen Mary, by John Watson, afterwards Sir J. 
Jameson, born at Aberdeen in 1586; he studied \Y. Gordon, 
under Rubens, and won himself the name of the Carse, called the Teniers of Scotland, died early; 
Scottish Vandyke. Charles I. sat to him for his but "this exhibition did incalculable good. It 
portrait, as did many other great Scotsmen of the drew such artists as we had out of their ob
curity; 
period. He was succeeded by the elder Scougal, it showed them their strength and thtir weakness: 
a painter of many works; Scougal the younger; De it excited public atttntion: it gave them impor- 
\\-itte ; Nicolas Hude, a French Protestant refugee; tance," 
John Baptisto Medina, a native of Brussels, whose During five exhibitions, between 1809 and 181 3, 
son John was a "Limner" in Hyndford's Close the members thus associated saved i),888, but 
in 1784; Aikman; \Yait; Allan Ramsay (son of not being sufficiently restricted by their laws from 
the poet); Norrie, the landscape painter; the dissolving at any time, the sum amassed proved a 
Runcimans, Brown, and latterly David Allan, temptation, and it was divided among the exhibitors. 
Graham, Wilkie, Gibson, Thomson, Raeburn, and The Society then broke up and dispersed, and it 
the Watsons. was while they were in this state of disorganisation 
The first movement towards fostering native that the Directors of the Institution, finding the 
art was, undoubtedly, the appointment by the old masters not sufficiently attractive to the public, 
Board of Trustees, in 1760, of a permanent made overtures to the artists for an eJo..hibition of 
master for the instruction of the youth of both sexes modem pictures and sculpture under their auspices, 
in drawing, thus laying the foundation of a School and to set the proceeds a
ide for the benefit of the 
of Design, The second important organisation said artists and their families. 
was that named the "Institution for the En- Thus the first e-xhibition of the works of living 
couragement of the Fine Arts," founded on the 1St artists under the direction of the Institution took 
of February, 1819, on the model of the British place in 1821, and it proved such a success that it 
Institution of London, for the annual exhibition of was repeated yearly till 1829. 
pictures by old masters, and subsequently those The Institution had in 1826, besides one hun- 
of living artists. It consisted chiefly of gentlemen, dred and thirty-one ordinary members, thirteen 
who, on the payment of Lso, became shareholders honorary, five of whom were artists, under the title 
or life-members. The first eJo..hibition by the Il15ti- of Associate Members, and the e:\.hibitions were 
tution was in York Place, in March, 1819, but held in the Galleries of the Royal Institution, for 
owing to' certain complications between it and which an annual rent of L380 was paid; but as 
artists generally, thty were, e\'en if members, not great discontent was expressed by artists who 
pennitted to exercise the slightest control over the were Associate Members, because they were denied 
funds. all consideration in the management in the year 
Prior to this time the leading artists resident in mentioned, they resolved to found a Scottish 
Edinburgh had associated together for the purpose Academy. 
of having an annual exhibition of their works, It was in the summer of 1826 that the document 
which was also held in York Place, The first of these by which this important movement was inaugurated 
occurred in 1808, and Lord Cockburn refers to it went round for signature in the hands of. Mr. \\ïl1iam 
as the most gratifying occurrence of the perioò, and Nicholson. When published. twenty-four names 
as one that "proclaimed the dawn of modem appeared to it: those of thirteen Academicians, 
Scottish art." nine <\.ssociates, and two Associate Engravers. 
Among the pictures shown on that auspicious The first general meeting of "The Scottish 
occasion the catalogue records three by (jeorge Academy of Painting, Sculpture, and Architecture," 
Watson, including the portrait of" the celehrated was held on the 27th of May, 1826, Mr. Patrick 
Bishop Hay; three by A. N'asmyth: two by Syme in the chair, and the folloning gentlemen \\ere 
Douglas, one being a portrait of Mrs. Boswell of I elected as office-bearer
 for the year :-George 
Auchinleck ; three fancy pictures by Carse; "The Watson, Pn:sidtn!,' \\ïl1iam Nicholson, Secrdtl1J' " 
Earl of Buchan crowning Master Gattie," by \Y,I Thomas Hamilton, Tlcasurer. The Council con- 
Lizars; a black chalk landscape by Thomson; sisted of four. 
and in the succeeding year, 1809, the catalogue I ,;\11'. George Watson, who has been justly 
mentions, briefly noted, five by Raeburn, including deemed the founder of the Academy, was the son 
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of John 'Yatson of Overmains, in Eerwid,shire,' John Martin, and one of Etty's magnificent works, 
his mother being Fr,mces Veitch, of the Elliock I now the property of the Academy, was for the first 
family, He was a cousin of Sir "'alter Scott's, and' time hung upon its walls, while many Scottish 
was born in qÓ7. He studied art .under J'\
smyth I ar
is
s in London or elsewhere, 
vatch
d wi
h patri- 
and Sir Joshua Re} nolds, and betore the time of otic Interest the progress of art In theIr native land, 
his election had won a high reputation as a. portrait I and t
e Instit
t.ion rapidly be
an to take a 
painter. From 1808 to 1812 he was PresIdent of subordmate posItIOn; and by a mInute of the loth 
the Associated Artists of Scotland. His brother, July, 1829, twenty-four of its artists, weary of its 
Captain Watson, R.N., \\as the father of Sir John rule, were admitted as members of the Scottish 
'Yatson-Gordon, also a president of the Academy; Academy, thus raising the numerical force of the 
and his nephew, William Stewart Watson, was an latter to thirty-nine. Eventually the number of 
artist of some repute, whose chief work is the Academicians became forty-two. In the rank of 
" Inauguration of Burns as Poet Laureate or Grand Associate Engravers was the well-kno\\n "'illiam 
TI.lrd," now in the l\lasonic Hall, George Street, and, Lizars, for as the law stood then he could not 
as a collection of portraits, is historically curious. be elected an Academician, engravers being then 
George Watson's son, W. Smellie Watson, was limited to the position of Associate, but after a 
also R.S,A" :l11d died in No. 10 Forth Street in time they were rendered eligible to occupy any 
18 74. the same house in which his father had helù rank in the Academy. 
some early exhibitions about the close of the last George Watson, the first President of the Scottish 
century or beginning of the present. Academy, died on the 24 th of August, 18 37, at 
The President and Council resolved that the first No. 10 Forth Street, in his seventieth year. For 
exhibition of their infant Academy should ta1.e a long time previously his occupation of the chair 
place early in February, 1827, in two large galleries had been nominal, his age and declining health 
which they rented, in 24 Waterloo Place, for three precluding his attendance at council meetings. 
months at eighty guineas, and' subsequently at A white marble slab in the west wall of the West 
one hundred and thirty pounds per annum. Kirkyard marks his grave and that of "Rebecca 
Opposed by those who should have aided it, the Smellie, his spouse, who died 5th May, 18 39, aged 
Academy had a hard struggle for a time in the first 74 years," 
}ears of its existence. Application was made to In the subsequent November William Allan, 
the Home Secretary, the future Sir Robert Peel, for R.A. (afterwards knighted), was elected president, 
a charter of incorporation, and it was favourably and during his term of office the long-desired 
vie\\ed by those in office, and submitted to the object was accomplished, and the Academy came 
Lord Ad\'ocate. But though the application was to be designated at last "The Royal Scottish 
generously and warmly seconded by Sir Thomas Academy," incorporated by royal charter on the 
Lawrence, theI) President of the Royal Academyof 13th of August, 1838, consisting now of thirty 
Lonùon, it was put off for two years, "and Academicians and twenty Associates-a con summa- 
ultimately refused," says Sir George Harvey "on tion of their wishes for which they were greatly 
grounds which the Academy could never learn; indebted to the warm and earnest interest of Lord 
aIIII though they applied for permission to do so, Cockburn. 
they were never allowed to peruse the document By its charter the Academy is to consist of artists 
which induced his lordship to decide against their by profession, being men of fair moral character and 
claim. Curiously enough, although the of high repute in art, settled and resident in Scotland 
request of the .-\cademy for a charter of incorpora- at the dates of their elections. It ordains that 
tion was at this time denied, the Institution had there shall be an annual exhibition of paintings, 
that distinction conferred upon it, and henceforth sculptures, and designs, in which all artists of dis- 
came to be designated the Royal Institution." tinguished merit may be permitted to exhibit their 
The first general exhibition of the Scottish works, to continue open six weeks or longer. It 
Academy being aòxertised for February, 1827, likewise ordains that so soon as the funds of the 
" the Ro} al Institution, ullder the IÎllmediatc patroll- I Academy will allow it, there shall be in the Royal 
age if His JItrjcsty," was, in a spirit of genuine I Scottish Academy professors of painting, sculpture, 
opposition, advertised to open at the same time; but I architecture, perspective, and anatomy, elected 
by the time of the third Exhibition, "the Royal according to the laws framed for the Royal Academy 
Institution," says Sir George, "was fairly driven of London; and that there shall be schools to 
out of the fiell1 ;" and among the contributors were provide the means of studying the human form with 
the future Sir Francis GIant, John Linnell, and respect both to anatomical knowledge and taste of 
, 
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design, which shall consist of two departments: the: portly figure of Sir Henry Raeburn, Engaged in 
one appropriated to the remains of ancient sculp- conversation, no doubt beneficial to the younger 
ture, and the other to the study of living models. but rising artist, they proceeded to Edinburgh- 
From that time matters went on peacefully and Raeburn to his gallery and painting-room, No. 3 2 
pleasantly till 1844, when a dispute about entrance York Place, and John Watson to his apartments 
to their galleries ensued with the subordinates of in the first flat of No. II) South S1. David Street, 
the Board of Manufactures, in whose building they or, latterly, 24 Sauth Frederick Street." 
were-a dispute ultimately smoothed over, In During his presidency the Art Galleries were 
18 47 another ensued between the directors of the completed and opened. By the Act 13 and 14 
Royal Institution and the Academy, which led to Vict., cap. 86, the entire building and property were 
some acrimonious correspondence; but all piques vested in the Board of Manufactures, as well as the 
and jealousies between the Academy and the Royal appropriation of the buildings when completed, 
Institution were ended by the erection of the Art subject to the approbation of the Treasury, with- 
Galleries, founded in 18 5 0 . out the sanction of which no fee for admittance 
Six months before that event Sir William Allan, was to be charged on any occasion, except to the 
the second president, died on the 22nd of February, annual exhibition of the Royal Scottish Academy, 
after occupying the presidential chair for thirteen "The general custody and maintenance of the 
years with much ability. It is to be regretted that whole building shall be vested in the Board of 
no such good example of his genius as his "Death Manufactures;' says the Government minute of 
of Rizzio" finds a place in the Scottish National 28th February, 1858; "but the Royal Scottish 
Gallery, his principal work there being his large I Academy shall have the entire charge of the council- 
unfinished picture of the "Battle of Bannockburn," room and library and of the exhibition galleries 
a patriotic labour of love, showing few of the best during their annual exhibitions." 
qualities of his master-hand, as it was painted After continuing in the eÀercise of his profession 
literally when he was dying. "To those who were until within a few weeks of his death, Sir J olm 
with Sir William in his latter days it was sadly Watson died at his house in George Street, 1st 
interesting to see him wrapped up in blankets, June, 1864, in his seventy-sixth year, having been 
cowering by his easel, with this great canvas born in 17 88 . 
stretched out before him, labouring on it assidu- He was succeeded as president and trustee by 
ously, it may be truly said, till the day on which he Sir George Harvey, born in Stirlingshire in 180 5, 
died," writes a brother artist, who has since and well known as a painter successfully of histori- 
followed him, "The constant and only companion I cal subjects and tableaux de genre, many of them 
of his studio, a long-haired, glossy Skye terrier, on connected with the stirring events of the Covenant 
his master's death, refused to be comforted, to eat, He became a Scottish Academician in 182 9, since 
or to live," I when his popularity spread far and wide by the 
His successor was Sir John Watson, who added dissemination of numerous engravings from his 
the name of Gordon to his own, He was the son of works. He was president only twelve years, and 
Captain James Watson, R.N., who served in Admiral died at Edinburgh on the 22nd of January, 1876, in 
Digby's squadron during the first American war. his seventy-first year. 
Among his earlier works were the "Shipwrecked He was succeeded by Sir Daniel Macnee, R.S.A., 
Sailor," "Queen Margaret and the Robber," "A who was also born in Stirlingshire in [806, and 
Boy with a Rabbit," "The Sleeping Boy and began early to study at the Trustees' Academy with 
Watching Girl" (his own brother and sister); but it I Duncan, Lauder, Scott, and other artists of native 
was as a painter of portraits strictly that he made repute. He painted many of the most prominent 
his high reputation; though it is said that the men of the time, among them Lord Brougham, for 
veteran, his father, when looking at the " Venus and the College of Justice at Edinburgh. Sir Daniel 
Adonis" of Paul Veronese, declared it "hard as died in 1882, and was succeeded by Sir W. Fettes 
flints," adding, "I wouldn't gi...e my Johnny's Douglas, who was born at Edinburgh in 1822, and 
'Shipwrecked Sailor' for a shipload of snch." as an Academician had been a constant eÀhibitor of 
In early life he lived with his father in 27 Anne much-admired paintiJ1gs, mostly of quaint subjects. 
Street, which he left regularly every morning at In connection with Scottish art we may here 
nine o'clock, "and walking do" n the beauti- refer to the Spalding Fund, of which the directors 
ful and picturesque footpath that skirted the bank of the Royal Institution were constituted trustees 
of the Water of Leith, he passed St. Bernard's, by the will of Peter Spalding, who died in 1826, 
where almost invariably he was joined by the leaving property, "the interest or annual proceeds 
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whereof are to be applied for ever for the support I varying from L5 0 to LIOO a year; but the direc- 
of decayed and superannuated artists." This pro- tors some years ago thought it advisable to restrict 
perty consisted mainly of ancient houses, situa.ted I the amount of these, so as to extend the benefit of 
in the old town, the free proceeds of which were the fund over a larger number of annuitants, and 
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only Æ220. It was sold, and the whole value of 
it, amounting to Æ5,420 10S., invested in Bank of 
Scotland and British Linen Company Stock, and 
has been so carefully husbanded that the directors 
now possess stock to the value of more than 
Æ6,618. "It was originally given in annuities 


they now do not give annuities to a larger amount 
than Æ35, and they require that the applications 
for these shall in all cases be accompanied by a 
recommendation from two members of the Royal 
Scottish Academy who know the circumstances 
of the applicant." 


CHAPTER XIV. 


TIlE HEAD OF TIlE EARTHEN MOUND. 


The Bank'of Scotland-Its Charter-Rivalry of the Royal Bank Notes for /'5 and for 5s,-The New Bank of Scotland-Its Pro ent Aspect-The 
Projects of Ilk Trotter and Sir Thomas Dick Lauder-The National Secuñty Saving. Bank of Edinburgh-The Free Church College 
and Assembly Hall-Their Foundation-Constitution-Library-l\luseum-Bursaries-::\lb.sionarY and Theological Societi o-The Dining 
Hall, &:c.-The West Princes Street Gardens-The Proposed Canal and Seaport-The East Princes Street Gardens-Railway Terminus 
-Waverley Bridge and Market. 


" How well the ridge of the olJ town was set off \ ground now partly occupied by the Bank of Scot- 
by a bank of elms that ran along the front of land," says Cockburn, in his ":Memorials;" but 
James's Court, and stretched east\\ard oyer the it is now difficult to realise that such a thing had 



OLD A
D NEW J:DINBCRGH. 


94 


been; yet Edgar shows us a pathway running along 
the slope, between the foot of the closes and a row 
of gardens that bordered the loch. 
Bank Street, which was formed in 1798 a few 
yards west"ard of Dunbar's Close, occasioning in 
its formation the destruction of some buildings of 
great antiquity, looks at first sight like a broad 
ml-de-sac blocked up by the front of the Bank of 
Scotland, but in reality forms the carriage-way from 
the head of the Mound to Princes Street. 
While as yet the bank was in the old narrow 
alley that so long bore its name, we read in the 
EdÙlburglt Herald and Chronicle of March, 1800, 
"that the directors of the Bank of Scotland have 
purchased from the city an area at the south end 
of the Eastern Mound, on which they intend to 
erect an elegant building, "ith commodious apart- 
ments for carrying on their business." 
Elsewhere we have briefly referred to the early 
progress of this bank, the oldest of the then old 
"chartered banks" which was projected by John 
Holland, a retired London merchant, according to 
the scheme devised by William Paterson, a native 
of Dumfries, who founded the Bank of England. 
The Act of the Scottish Parliament for starting 
the Bank of Scotland, July, ; 695, recites, by way of 
e'\ordium, that "our sovereign lord, considering 
how useful a public bank may be in this kingdom, 
according to the custom of othcr kingdoms and 
states, and that the same can only be best set up 
and managed bY persons in company with a 
joint stock, sufficiently endowed with those powers, 
authorities, and liberties necessary and usual in 
such cases"hath therefore allowed, "ith the advice 
and consent of the Estates of Parliament, a joint 
stock of .;[1,200,000 money (Scots) to be raised 
by the company hereby cstablished for the carry- 
ing on and managing a public bank." 
For the space of twenty-one years it was to be 
free from all public burdens, and during that time 
all othcr persons in the realm of Scotland are pro- 
hibited from setting up any rival company. 
By various subsequent statutcs the capital of 
this bank was increased till it stood nominally at 
.;[1,500,000, a third of which has not been called; 
and by the Act 36 and 37 Victoria, cap. 99, further 
po\\ers to raise capital were granted, "ithout the 
.\ct being taken advantage of. The additional 
amount authorised is .;[3,000,000, "hich would 
give a total capital of .;[4,500,000 sterling. 
The monopoly conferred on thc bank by the 
Parliament of Scotland was not renewed at the 
e'\piry of the first twenty-one years; and on its 
being found that banJ...ing business was on the 
increase, another establi
hmcnt, thl; Royal Bank 
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of Scotland, was chartered in 1727, and imme, 
diately became the rival of its predecessor. 
" It purchased up," says Arnot, "all the notes of 
the Bank of Scotland that they (the directors) 
could lay hands on, and caused such a run upon 
this bank as rednced them to considerable diffi- 
culties. To avoid such distresses for the future, 
the Bank of Scotland, on the 29th of November, 
173 0 , began to issue .;[5 notes, payable on demand 
or.;[5 2S. 6d. six months after their being pre- 
sented for pa} ment, in the option of the bank. 
On the 12th of December, 1732, they began to 
issue .;[1 notes with a similar clause." 
The other banking companies in Scotland found 
it convenient to follow the example, and universally 
framed their notes \\ ith these optional clause
, 
They were issued for the most petty sums, and 
were currently accepted in payment, insomuch 
that notes for five shillings were perfectly com- 
mon, and silver was, in a manner, banished from 
Scotland, To remedy these banking abuses, an 
Act of the British Parliament was passed in 17 6 5, 
prohibiting all p.romissory notes payable to the 
bearer under .;[1 sterling, and also prohibiting and 
declaring ,.oid all the optional clauses. 
The present offices of the Bank of Scotland 
\\ere completed from thc original design in [806 
by Mr, Richard Crichton, and the institution was 
moved thither in that yçar from the old, narrow, 
and gloomy close where it had transacted business 
for one hundred and eleven years. 
In digging the foundatiQD of this edifice, the 
same obstacle came in the way that eventually 
occasioned the fall of the North Bridge. After 
excavating to a great depth, no proper foundation 
could be found-all being travelled earth. The 
quantity of this carted away was such that the 
foundations of some of the houses in the nearest 
closes were shaken and their walls rent, so that 
the occupants had to remove. A solid foundation 
was at last found, and the vast structure was reared 
at the cost of .;[ 75,000. ., The quantity of stone and 
mortar which is buried below the present surface is 
immense, and perhaps as much of the building is 
below the ground as above it," says Stm'k in [820. 
"The dead wall on the north of the edifice, "here the 
declivity is greatest, is covered by a stone curuin, 
ornamented with a balustrade. The south front is 
elegant. A small dome rises from the centre, 
and in the front are, four projections. A range 
of Corinthian pilasters decorates' the second floor, 
and over the door in the recess is a Venetian 
window, ornamented with two columns of the 
Corinthian order, surmounted by the arms of the 
bank. " 
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Iuch of all this was altered when the bank was of management, the Bank of Scotland being 
enlarged, restored, and most effectively re,decorated treasurer. The Lord Provost, the Lord Advocate, 
by Da\<id Bryce, R.S..-\., in [868-70. It now the senior Bailie of the city, the :Members of Par- 
presents a lofty, broad, and arch-based rear front of liament for the city, county, and Leith, the Promst 
colossal proportions to Princes Street, from whence, of Leith, the Solicitor-General, the Convener of 
and every other point of view, it forms a con- the Trades, the Lord Dean of Guild, and the 
spicuous mass, standing boldly from among the 
Iaster of the 
Ierchant Company, are members, 
many others that form the varied outline of the ex l!!ficio, of the General Board of Trustees and 
Old Town, and consists of the great old centre" ith Managers. 
new wings, surmounted by a fine dome, crO\\ned Of this most useful institution for the benefit of 
by a gilded figure of Fame, seven feet high. In the thrifty poorer classes, suffice it to say, as a 
length the façade measures 175 feet, and 112 in sample of its \\orking, that on striking the yearly 
height from the pavement in Bank Street to the accounts on the 20th of November, 1884," the 
summit, and is embellished all round with much balance due to depositors was on that date 
force and variety, in details of a Grecian style. .;[1,412,547 3s. lId, and that the assets at the 
The height of the campanile towers is ninety feet. same date were .;[1,413,47 I 16s., invested with the 
The bank has above seventy branches; the sub- Commissioners for the Reduction of the Kational 
scribed capital in 1878 was.;[I,875.000; the paid- Debt. and .;[10,027 8s. 7d., at the credit of the 
up capital .;[1,2
J,000. There are a governor (the bank's account in the Bank of Scotland, making 
Earl of Stair, K. T.), a deputy, twelve ordinary the total assets .;[ 1 ,423,499 4 s . 7d., \\ hich, after 
and twelve extra-ordinary directors. deduction of the above sum of .;[1,412,547 3 s . lid., 
The Bank of Scotland issues drafts on other leaves a clear surplus of .;[10,952 os. 8d. at the 
places in Scotland besides those in "hich it has credit of the trustees." 
branches, and also on the chief towns in England I In the same block of buildings are the offices of 
and Ireland, and it has correspondents throughout the Free Church of Scotland, OCCuP} ing the site of 
the whole continent of Europe, as "ell as in the demolished half of James's Court. They were 
British America, the States, India, China, Australia, I erected in '1851-61, and are in a somewhat 

ew Zealand, South Africa, and elsewhere-a rami- florid variety of the Scottish baronial style, from 
fication of business beyond the wildest dreams of I designs by the late David Cousin, 
John Holland and the original projectors of the In striking contrast to the terraced beauty of the 
establishment in the old Bank Close in [695. I New Town, the south side of the vale of the old 
Concerning the Earthen Mound, the late Alex- loch, from the North Bridge to the esplanade of 
ander Trotter of Dreghorn had a scheme for the Castle, is overhung by the dark and lofty gables 
joining the Old TO\vn to the New, and yet avoiding and abutments of those to\vering edifices which 
Bank Street, by sinking the upper end of the tern1inate the northern alleys of the High Street, 
mound to the level of Princes Street, and carrying and the general grouping of which presents an 
the Bank Street end of it eastward along the north aspect of equal romance and sublimity. From 
of the Bank of Scotland, in the form of a handsome amid these sombre masses, standing out in the 
terrace, and thence south into the High Street by \\hite purity of new freestone, are the to\\ers and 
an opening right upon St. Giles's Church. The façade of the Free Church College and .-\ssembly 
next project was one by the late Sir Thomas Dick Hall, at the head of the 
[ound. 
Lauder. He also proposed to bring down the Into the history of the crises which called 
south end of the mound "to the level of Princes these edifices into eJo..istence we need not enter 
Street, and then to cut a Roman arch through the here, but true it is, as :Macaulay says, that for the 
Lawnmarket and under the houses, so as to pass sake of religious opinion the Scots have made 
on a level to George S(pare. This," says sacrifices for which there is no parallel in the 
Cockburn, "was both practical and eas}', but it annals of England; and when, at the Disruption, 
was not eJo..pounded till too late." I so man} clerg}men of the Scottish Church cast 
Not far from the Bank of Scotland, in 16 their bread upon the waters, in that spirit of 
r-;- orth Bank Street. ensconced among the mighty I independence and self-reliance so characteristic of 
mass of buildings that overlook the mound. are the race, they could scarcely þave foreseen the 
the offices of the National Security Savings Bank great success of their movement. 
of Edinburgh, established under statute in 1836, and This new college was the first of those instituted 
certified in terms of the Act 26 and 27 Victoria, in connection with the Free Church. The idea 
cap. 87, managed by a chairman and committee \\as originally entertained of making provision for 
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arts classes as well as those for theology; and 
accordingly Mr. Patrick C. Macdougal was ap- 
pointed, in 1844, Professor of Moral Philosophy, 
the Rev. John Millar was appointed Classical Tutor, 
and in 1845 the Rev. Alexander C. Fraser was 
appointed Professor of Logic. To give effect to the 
view long cherished by the revered Dr, Chalmers, 
that logic and ethics should follow the mathematical 
and physical sciences in the order of study, the 
usual order thereof was practically altered, though 
not imperatively so. 


procured in George Street, and there the business 
of the college was conducted until 1850, 
These class-rcoms were near the house 0\ 
!\Ir. N asmyth, an eminent dentist, and as the 
students were in the habit of noisily applauding 
Dr. Chalmers, their clamour often startled the 
patients under the care of Mr. N
smyth, who by 
letter requested the reverend principal to make the 
students moderate their applause, or express it 
some other way than beating on the floor with 
their feet. On this, Dr. Chalmers promptly informed 
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The provision thus made for arts classes was I them of the dentist's complaint, and begged that 
greatly due to the circumstance that at that time they would comply with his request, "I would 
the tests imposed upon professors in the established be sorry indeed if we were to give offence to any 
universities were of sllch a nature and mode of neighbour," said the principal; adding, with a touch 
application as to exclude from the professorial I of that dry humour which was peculiar to him, 
chairs all members of the Free Church, "but more especially Mr. Nasmyth, a gentleman 
When these tests were abolished, and Professors so very much in the 11louths of the public." 
Fraser and Macdougal were elected to corre- I Immediately after the Disruption, Dr. Chalmers 
sponding chairs in the University of Edinburgh, in had taken active steps to secure for the Free 
r853 and r857, this extended platform was re- I Church a proper system of theological training, in 
nounced, and the efforts of the Free Church of full accordance with the principles he had 
Scotland were concentrated exclusively upon train- I advocated so long, and subscription lists were at 
ing in theology. I once opened to procure a building suited to the 
Premises-however, inadequate for the full I object. Each contributor gave L;2,000, and 
development of the intended S} stem-were at once Dr. Welsh succeeded in obtaining from twentr- 
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one persons .61,000 each, a sum which more than The stairs on the south side of the quadrangle 
sufficed to purchase the site of the college-the lead to the Free Assembly Hall, on the eJo.act site 
old Guise Palace, with its adjacent closes-and to of the Guise Palace. It was erected from designs 

rect the edifice, while others were built at by David Bryce, at a cost of .67,000, which was 

lasgow and Aberdeen. collected by ladies ülone belonging to the Free 
Plans by W. H. Playfair, architect, were pre- Church throughout Scotland. 
pared and adopted, after a public competition had I The structure was four years in completion, and 
lJeen resorted to, and the new buildings were at was opened on the 6th of November, 185o,underthe 
once proceeded with, The foundation stone was sanction of the Commission of the Free General 
.:.aid on the 4th of June, 1846, by Dr, Chalmers, I Assembly, by their moderator, Dr. N, Paterson, 
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LIBRARY OF THE FREE CHURCH COLLEGE. (From a lh%grot" byG, IV. IV,iso" _I Co ) 


exactly one year previous to the day which saw his who delivered a sermon and also a special address 
remains consigned to the tomb. The ultimate cost to the professors and students. Subsequently, this 
'\as L'46,506 8s. IOd" including the price of the inaugural sermon and the introductory lectures 
ground, .610,000. delivered on the same occasion to their several 
The buildings are in the English collegiate style, classes by Professors Cunningham, Buchanan, 
combining the common Tudor with some ofthe later Bannerman, Duncan, Black, Macdougal, Fraser , 
Gothic. They form an open quadrangle (entered and Fleming, were publi
hed in a volume, as a 
by a handsome groined archway), 165 feet from record of that event. 
east to west and (77 from south to north, includ- The constitution of this college is the same as 
ing on the east the Free High Church, The edifice that of the Free Church colleges elsewhere. The 
Ius two square towers (having each four crocketed I Acts of Assembly provide for vesting collt'ge 
vinnacles), 121 feet in height, buttressed at the property and funds, for the election of professors, 
corners from base to summit, There is a third and for the general management and superinten- 
tower, 95 feet in height. The college contains dence of college business. The college buildings 
seven great class-rooms, a senate hall, a students' are vested in trustees appointed by the Church, 
hall, and a library, the latter adorned \\ith a .\. select committee is also appointed by the 
:.tatue of Dr. Chalmers as Principal, by Steel. I General Assembly, consisting of ,. eleven ministers 
61 
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and ten elders, of whom five shall retire by 
rotation from year to year, two only of whom may 
be re-elect ed, and reserving the rights competent 
to all parties under the laws of the Church; with 
authority to undertake the general administration 
of college property and finances, to give advice in 
cases of difficulty; to originate and prosecute before 
the Church Court processes against any of the 
professors for heresy or immorality, and to make 
necessary inquiries for that purpose; to originate 
also, and prepare for the decision of the General 
Assembly, proposals for the retirement of professors 
disabled by age or infirmity, and for fixing the 
retiring allowance they are to receive," The 
convener is named hy the Assembly, and his com- 
mittees meet as often as may be necessary. They 
submit to the Assembly an annual report of their 
proceedings, with a summary of the attendance 
during the session. 
The election of professors is vested in the 
General Assembly; but they are inducted into their 
respective offices by the Presbytery. There is a 
Sma/us Aeadcmims, composed of the Principal and 
professors. 
The library of this college originated with Dr. 
Welsh, who in 18-f3 brought the subject before the 
Assembly. He obtained large and valuable 
donations in money and books from friends and 
from Scottish publishers in this country and 
America. Among the benefactors were the Earl 
of Dalhousie, Lords Effingham and Rutherford, 
General McDowall of Str:anraer, Buchan of Kel- 
loe, and others. The endowment now amounts 
to about .L 139 per ,mnum. The library is extensive 
and valuable, numbering about 35,000 volumes. It 
is peculiarly rich in patristic theology, ecclesiastical 
history, systematic theology, and works belonging 
to the epoch of the Reformation. 
The museum was begun by Dr. Fleming, but was 
mainly indebted to the efforts of the late 1\1rs. 

lacfie of Longhouse, who, at its commencement, 
enriched it with a large number of valuable 
specimens, and led many of her friends to take an 
interest in its development. The geological 
department, which is on the same floor with the 
class-room, contains a large number of fossils, many 
of which are very curious. In the upper museum 
is the varied and valuable collection of minerals, 
given by the late Dr. Johnston of Durham. In the 
same room are numerous specimens of comparative 
anatomy. The herbarium is chiefly composed of 
British plants, 
The endowment fund no\\" amounts to 
bove 
,-[44,000, exclusive of .L 10,000 bequeathed for the 
t:ndowment of a chair for natural science. 


The whole scheme of scholarships in the Free 
Church College originated with Mr. James Hog 
of Newliston, who, in 1845, by personal exertions, 
raised about .L700 for this object, and continued to 
do so for eight years subsequently. Legacies and 
donations at length accumulated such a fund as to 
render subscriptions no longer necessary. 
A dining hall, wherein the professors preside by 
turn, is attached to the New College, to which all 
matriculated students, i.e., those paying the com- 
mon fee, or securing as foreigners a free ticket, 
are entitled to dine on payment of a moderate 
sum. 
The common hall of the college is converted 
into a reading-room during the session, All 
students may become members on the payment of 
a trifling fee, and the arrangements are conducted 
by a committee of themselves. Since 1867 a large 
gymnasium has been fitted up for the use of the 
students, under the management of eight of their 
number, the almost nominal subscription of six- 
pence from each being found sufficient to defray 
the current expenses. 
Westward of the Earthen Mound, the once fetid 
morass that formed the bed of the loch, and 
which had been styled "a pest-bed for all the 
city," is now a beautiful garden, so formed 
under the powers of a special statute in 1816-20, 
by which the ground there belonging originally to 
the citizens became the private property of a few 
proprietors of keys-the improvements being in 
the first instance urged by Skene, the friend of 
Sir \V alter Scott. 
Inhis "Journal," under date of January, 1826, Sir 
Walter says :-" Wrote till twelve a.m., finishing half 
of what I call a good day's work, ten pages of print, 
or rather twelve. Then walked in the Princes 
Street pleasure grounds with the Good Samaritan 
James Skene, the only one among my numerous 
friends who can properly be termed amie/ls CllraY/lllt 
meanllJl, others being too busy or too gay. The 
walks have been conducted on the whole with 
much taste, though Skene has undergone much 
criticism, the usual reward of public exertions, 
on account of his plans. It is singular to walk 
close beneath the grim old castle and think what 
scenes it must have seen, and how many genera- 
tions of three-score and ten have risen and passed 
away. It is a place to cure one of too much 
sensation over earthly subjects of imitation." 
He refers here to James Skene of Rubislaw, a 
cornet of the Light Horse Y olunteers, the corps of 
which he himself was quartermaster, and to whom 
he dedicated the fourth canto of ":Marmion," and 
refers thus :-- 
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.. And su
h a lot, my Skene, was thine, 
\Vhen thou of late wert doomed to twine- 
Just when thy bl'idal hour was by- 
The cypress with the myrtle tie. 
Just on thy bride her sire had smiled, 
And blessed the union of his child, 
"'hen love must change its joyous cheer, 
And wipe affection's filial tear." 
In the subsequent 
Iarch Scott had left his 
beloved house in Castle Street for ever. 
Among the memorials of the Pictish race, illus- 
trated so ably in Dr. Stuart's" Sculptured Stones 
of Scotland," is one with the peculiar emblems of 
the crescent and sceptre, which was found under 
the Castle rock and near the west churchyard, 
The line of railway which intersects the garden, 
and passes by a tunnel under the new portion of 
St. Cuthbert's churchyard, fails to mar its beauty, 
as it is almost entirely hidden by trees and 
shrubbery, especially about the base of the rock, 
from which the castle "looks down upon the 
city as if out of another world: stem \\ith all its 
peacefulness, its garniture of trees, its slopes of 
grass. The rock is dingy enough in colour, 
but after a shower its lichens laugh out greenly 
in the returning sun, while the rainbow is brighten- 
ing on the lowering sky beyond. How deep 
the shado,,' which the castle throws at noon 
on the gardens at its feet, where the children 
play! How grand when giant bulk and towery 
crown blacken against the sunset 
 " 
In the extreme western portion of the gardens 
lie some great fragments of masonry, which have 
fallen down in past sieges from some of the older 
walls in the vicinity of the sallyport, while the founda- 
tions of these are to be traced from point to point, 
some feet on the outside of the present fortifica- 
tions, and lower down the rock. 
In the western hollow is an ornamental fountain 
of considerable beauty, and formed of iron, named 
after its donor, 
Ir. Ross, who spent .63,000 on 
its erection. In 1876 the gardens were acquired 
by the citizens, and were then much improved. 
The}' are used in summer for musical promenades, 
and in contour and embellishment, though 
much more extensive, have a certain resemblance 
to the gardens on the east side of the Earthen 

Iound. 
For long years after the loch had passed away 
the latter was but a reedy, marshy hollow, inter- 
sected by what was called the Little :\Iound, that 
led from near South St. Andrew Street to the foot 
of Mary King's Close. The ground was partially 
drained when the X orth Bridge was built, but 
more effectually about 1821, when it was let as a 
nursery. 


When the Union canal was projected, towards 
the close of the last century, the plans for it, not 
unlike those of the Earl of 
Iar in 1728, included 
the continuation of it through the bed of the North 
Loch, past where a street was built, and actually 
called Canal Street. "From thence it was pro- 
posed to conduct it to Greenside, in die area oi 
which was an immense harbour; and this, again. 
being connected by a broad canal with the sea, it 
was expected that by such means the New Town 
would be converted into a seaport, and the 
unhappy traders of Leith compelled either to 
abandon their traffic or remove within the precincts 
of their jealous rivals. Chimerical as this project 
may now appear, designs were furnished by expe- 
rienced engineers, a map of the whole plan was 
engraved on a large scale, and no doubt our civic 
reformers rejoiced in the anticipation of surmount- 
ing the disadvantages of an inland position, and 
seeing the shipping of the chief ports of Europe 
crowding into the heart of their new capital!" 
The operations for forming the canal were 
delayed in 1776 by a dispute between the magis- 
trates anù the feuars of the extended royalty 
relative to Canal Street, that ended in the Court 
of Session, which sustained" the defences pled by 
the magistrates of Edinburgh, and assoilie from the 
conclusion of the declarator; but with respect to 
the challenge brought with regard to particular 
houses being built contrary to the Act of Parlia- 
ment, 1698, remit to the Lord Ordinary to hear 
parties to do as he shall see cause," The Lord 
President, the Lord Justice Clerk, and Lord 
Covington, were of a different opinion from the 
rest of the court, and condemned the conduct of 
the magistrates in very severe terms. 
The Act of 1698, referred to, was one restricting 
the height of houses .within the city, and to 
the effect that none shonld be above five storeys, 
with a front wall of three feet in thickness at the 
base. In :\Iarch, 1776, the dispute was adjusted, 
and a print of the time tells us that the public 
" will now be gratified with a pleasure-ground upon 
the south side of Princes Street, to a considerable 
e}"tent; and the loch will in time be formed into a 
canal, which will not only be ornamental, but of 
great benefit to the citizens." 
This Utopian affair was actually commenced, for 
in the EdÙlburgn Weekly JIagazine of the 28th 
:\Iarch, 1776, we are told that on the 25th instant. 
twenty labourers" began to work at the banks of 
the intended canal between the old and new town;" 
but how far the work proceeded we ha\oe no means 
of knowing. 
The site of the projected canal is now occupied 
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by the railway terminus and Waverley Bridge. The The Green Market, which lies immediately west. 
former ext,=nds eastward under the North Bridge, ward of the block of houses at the west side of the- 
and occupies a great space, including the sites on North Bridge, occupies, or rather covers, the: 
which stood old streets, two churches, and two originai terminus of the Edinburgh, Perth, and 
hospitals, which we have already described, a Dundee Railway, and was formed and opened 01\ 
public market, and superseding the original the 6th March, 1868, in lieu of the previous 
termini, but retaining some of the works per- I market at the eastern end of the valley, removed 
taining to the Edinburgh and Glasgow, the North I by the North British Railway. It stands on a 
British, and the Edinburgh, Perth, and Dundee basement of lofty arches, constructed of strength 
Railways. Between 1869 and 1873 it underwent sufficient to bear the weight of such a peculiar 
extensive reconstruction and much enlargement. I edifice. It was covered by an ornamental terraced 
It has a pedestrian access, about twelve feet wide, I roof, laid out in tastefully-arranged gardens, level 
from the north-east comer of the Green M.lrket, with Princes Street, and having well lights and 
and a spacious carriage-way round the western a gallery; changes, however, were effected in 
side of that market and from the Old Town by the 1877, when it was to suffer encroachment 01\ 
'Vaverley Bridge, and serves for the entire North, its roof by the street improvements, and when 
British system, with pleasant and sheltered accom- ' it received a further ornamentation of the former, 
modation for the arrival and departure of trains. I and acquired at its north-west comer a hand- 
The site of the Little Mound we have referred some staircase. In the spacious area of this 
to is now occupied by the 'Vaverley Bridge, which, edifice, promenade concerts, cattle and flower 
after striking rectangularly from Princes Street, shows. are held. 
about 27 0 yards westward of the new post office,! The East Princes Street Gardens, which extend 
crosses the, ale of the old loch, southw.lrd to the from the Waver ley Bridge to the east side of the 
foot of Cockburn Street. The bridge was ori, I Mound, after being, as we have said, a nursery, 
ginally a stone railway structure, consisting of were first laid out in 1830, and after suffering some 
several arches that spanned the Edinburgh and mutilation and curtailment by the formation of the 
Glasgow lines, and afforded carriage access to ali I Edinburgh and Glasgow Railway, Wê.'e re-formed 
the three original termini. Proving unsuitable for and ornamented anel' in 1849-50, at the expense 
the increased requirements of the station, it was of about .64,500. 
in 18 7 0 -3 replaced by a handsome iron skew I The high graduated banks with terraced \\alks 
bridge, in three reaches, that are respectively 310, descend to a deep central hollow, and comprise 
293, and 276 feet in length, with 48 feet of a I within their somewhat limited space a pleasant 
carriage-way and 22 feet of footpaths. I variety of promenade and garden ground, 


CHAPTER XVI. 
THE CALTON HILL. 


Origin of the Name-Gibbet and Battery thereon-The Quarry Holes-The lIIonastery of Greenside Built-The Lep.r Ho.pihl-The 
Tournament Ground and Playfield-Church of Green.ide-Burgh of Calton-Re\'. Rowland Hill-Regent Bridge Built-Ob.ervator) 
and ..I\.stronomical Institution-Bridewell Built-Hume"s Tomb-The Polit.lcal hlart},rs' hlonument-The Jewlì" Place of Burial-hlonu. 
rnent of Nelson-National Monument, anti thos.e of Stewart, P1a}'fair. and Bur-n..-The HigJ-a School-Foundation Laid-..I\.rchitecture 
and Extent-The Opening-Instruction-Rectors of the New School-Lintel of the Old School-Lord Urougham's Opinion of the- 
Institution. 


THE Calton Hill, till the erection of the Regent 
Bridge, was isolated from the line of Princes 
Street, and rises to the altitude of 355 feet above 
the level of the sea, presenting an abrupt and 
rocky face to the south-west, and descending in 
other directions by rapid but not un traversable 
declivities. "Calton, or Caldoun, is admitted to 
be a hill covered with bushes," according to 
Dalrymple's ., Annals" ; but with reference to the 


forest of Drumsheugh, by which it was once- 
surrounded, it is more likely to be Choille-dun, 
In the oldest views we possess of it, the hill i
 
always represented bare, and denuded of an tree,> 
and bushes, anll one lofty knoll on the south, \Va" 
long known as the Miller's Knowe. In some of 
the earlier notices of this hin, it is called tht> 
Dow Craig, The Caelic Dhu, or Blaçk, Craig i, 
very appropriate for this lofty mass of trap rock , 
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and it is rendered by Gordon of R othiemay in his midnight on the bare and desolate scalp of the 
vie\\', in I6.n, by its Latin equivalent, Nige/li RlIPes. Calton Hill. 
"In a title-deed of the eighteenth century," says I The Lords Balmerino were superiors of the hill, 
Wilson, "the tenement of land in Calton, called I until the Common Council purchased the superi- 
the Sclate Land, is described as bounded on the I ority from the last lord of that loyal and n
ble 
east by McNeill's Craigs, possibly a travesty of family, who presented the old Calton burymg- 
Gordon's Nigtlli RIlP"s," ground to his vassals as a place of sepulchre , and 
Concerning an execution there in September, it is sairl, offered them the whole hill for .640. 
1554, we have the following items in the City At the extreme eastern end of the hill were the 
Accounts :- Quarry Holes, some places where stone had been 
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WEST PRINCES STREET GARDENS , 1875. 


"Item, the. . day of . . . 1554, for taking of excavated, This lonely spot was famous as a 
ane gret gibet furth of the Nether Tolbooth, and rendezvous for those who fought duels and private 
beiring it to the hecht of the Dow Craig to haif rencontres, and there it was, that during the wars 
hangit hommill [beardless] Jok on, and bringing it of the Reformation, in 1557, a solemn interview 
again to Sanct Paullis Wark, xijJ." took place between the Earls of Arran and Huntly 
"Item, for cords to bynd and hang him with, and certain leaders of the Congregation, including 
viijrl," the Earls of Arg}ll and Glencairn, and the Lord 
Again, in the Diurnal of Occurrents, under date I James Stewart, with reference to the proceedings 
157 I, we read of a battery erected on "tile Dow of the Queen Regent. 
Craig above Trinitie College, to ding and siege the At the western side of the hill stood the Car- 
north-east quarter of the burgh" during the contest melite monastery of Greenside, the name of which 
against the Queen's-men. is still preserved in a street there, and which must 
Among many old superstitions peculiar to Leith have been derived from the verdant and turfy slope 
was one of the Fairy Boy, who acted as drummer that overhung the path to Leith, Though these 
to certain elves that held a weekly rendelvous at White Friars were introduced into Scotland in the 
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!hirteenth century, it was not until 15 18, when the Carmelites at Rome, an official who bears the title 
Provost James, Earl of Arran, and the Bailies ofthe of II Padre Priore di GreellsÙle. (" Lectures on 
city, conveyed by charter, under date 13th April, to the Antiquities of Edin.," 18 45.) 
.John Malcolme, Provincial of the Carmelites, and In the low valley which skirts the north-western 
his successors, their lands of Greenside, and the base of the hill, now occupied by workshops and 
chapel or kirk of the Holy Cross there. The busy manufactories, was the place for holding 
latter had been an edifice built at some remote tournaments, open-air plays, and revels, 
period, of which no record now remains, but it In I.J-56 King James II. granted under his 
served as the nucleus of this Carmelite monastery, great seal, in favour of the magistrates and com- 
nearly the last of the religious foundations in munity of the city and their successors for ever, 
Scotland prior to the Reformation. the valley and low ground lying betwixt the rock 
In December, 1520, the Provost (Robert Logan called Cragingalt on the east, and the common 
of Coatfield), the úailies and Council, again con- way and passage on the west (now known as Green- 
ferred the ground and place of "the Greensyde to side) for performing thereon tournaments, sports, 
the Freris Carmelitis, now beand in the Ferry, for and other warlike deeds, at the pleasure of the 
their reparation and bigging to be maid," and Sir king and his successors. This grant was dated 
Thomas Cannye was constituted chaplain thereof. at Edinburgh, 13th of August, in presence of the 
From this it would appear that the friary had Bishops of St. Andrews and Brechin, the Lords 
been in progress, and that till ready for their Erskine, Montgomery, Darnley, Lyle, and others. 
reception the priests were located at the Queens- This place witnessed the earliest efforts of the 
ferry, most probably in the Carmelite monastery dramatic muse in Scotland, for many of those pieces 
built there in 1380 by Sir George Dundas of in the Scottish language by Sir David Lindesay, 
that ilk. In October, 1525, Sir Thomas, chaplain such as his" Pleasant Satyre of the Three Estaits," 
of the place and kirk of the Rood of Green- were acted in the play field there, "when weather 
side, got seisin "thairof be the guid town," served," between 1539 and 1544; but in conse- 
and delivered the keys into the hands of the quence of the tendency of these representations to 
magistrates in favour of Friar John 
Ialcolmson, expose the lives of the Scottish clergy, by a council 
"pro l1larerall (sic) of the ordour." of the Church, held at the Black Friary in March, 
In 153-h two persons, named David Straiton 1558, Sir David's books were ordered to be burned 
and Norman Gourlay, the latter a priest, were by the public executioner. 
tried for heresy and sentenced to be burned at " The Pleasant Satyre " was played at Greenside, 
the stake. On the 27th of August they were in 1544, in presence of the Queen Regent, "as is 
c:mied to the Rood of Greenside, and there suffered mentioned," says Wilson, "by Henry Charteris, the 
that terrible death. After the suppression of the bookseller, who sat patiently nine hours on the 
order, the buildings must have been tenantless I bank to witness the play, It so far surpasses any 
until 1591, when they were converted into a effort of contemporary English dramatists, that it 
hospital for lepers, founded by John Robertson, I renders the barrenness of the Scottish muse in 
a benevolent merchant of the city, "pursuant to this department afterwards the more apparent." 
a vow on his receiving a signal mercy from God." Ten years subsequent a new place would seem 
"At the institution of this hospital," says Arnot, to have been required, as we find in the" Burgh 
"seven lepers, all ofthem inhabitants of Edinburgh, Records" in 1554, the magistrates ordaining their 
were admitted in one day, The severity of the treasurer, Robert Grahame, to pay "the Maister 
regulations which the magistrates appointed to be of Werke the soume of xlij Ii xiij s iiij d, makand 
observed by those admitted, segregating them in hale the soume of 100 merks, and that to 
from the rest of mankind, and commanding them complete the play field, now bigging in the 
to remain within its walls day and night, demon- Greensid." 
strate the loathsome and infectious nature of the This place continued to be used as the scene of 
distemper." A gallows whereon to hang those feats of arms until the reign of Mary, and there, 
who violated the rules was erected at one end of I Pennant relates, Bothwell first attracted her aUen- 
the hospital, and even to open its gate between tion, by leaping his horse into the ring, after 
sunset and sunrise ensured the penalty of death. I galioping "down the dangerous steeps of the 
It is a curious circumstance that, though not a the adjacent hill "-a very apocryphal story. Until 
stone remains of the once sequestered Carmelite I the middle of the last century this place was all 
monastery, there is still perpetuated, as in the case unchanged. "In my walk this evening," he writes 
of the abbots of Westminster, in the convent of the I in 1769, "I passed by a deep and wide hoUow 
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beneath the Caltoun Hill, the place where those Royal Society of Antiquaries of Scotland the 
imaginary criminals, witches, and sorcerers in less following, viz :-Constabulary bâton, 174 ï, l1l0de- 
enlightened times were burned; and where at rator's official bâton, marble bowl, moderator'f 
festive seasons the gay and gallant held their tilts state staff, silver-mounted horn with fourteen 
and tournaments." medals, members' small bâton; report on the 
On the north-western shoulder of the hill stands origin and standing of the High Constables of 
the modern Established Church of Greenside, at Calton, 1855, and the laws of the society, 18 47.''' 
the end of the Royal Terrace, a conspicuous and These relics of the defunct little burgh are 
attracti,'e feature among the few architectural consequently now preserved at the museum in the 
decorations of that district. Its tower rises 100 feet Royal Institution, 
above the porch, is twenty feet square, and contains A kind of round tower, or the basement thereof, 
a bell of 10 cwt. is shO\\ n above the south-west angle of the Calton 
The main street of the old barony of 
hp. Calton cliffs in Gordon's view in 16 47 ; but of any such 
was named, ftom the ancient chapel which stood edifice no record remains; and in the hollow where 
there, St. Xinian's Row, and a place so called Nottingham Place lies now, a group of five isolated 
still exists; and the date and name ST. KIXIA
'S houses, called" Mud Island," appears in the maps 
Row, 175 2 , yet remains on the ancient well. Of of 1787 and 1798, In 179 6 , and at many other 
old, the street named the High Calton, was known times, the magistrates ordained that "All-hallow 
as the Craig End. fair be held on the lands of Calton Hill," as an 
In those days a body existed known as the open and unenclosed place, certainly a perilous one, 
High Constables of the Calton, but the new for tipsy drovers and obstinate cattle. An agri- 
Municipality Act having extinguished the ancient culturist named Smith farmed the hill and lands 
boundaries of the city, the constabulary, in 1857, adjacent, now covered by great masses of building, 
adopted the following resolution, which is written for several years, till about the close of the 18th 
on vellum, to the Society of Antiquaries of century; and his son, Dr. John Smith, who was 
Scotland :_ born in lï98, died only in February, 18 79, after 
"The district of Calton, or Caldton, formed at being fifty years physician to the old charity work- 
one time part of the estate of the Elphinstone house in Forre5t Road. 
family, one of whom-Sir James, third son of the In 1798, when the Re,', Rowland Hill (the 
third Lord Elphinstone-was created Lord Bal- famous son of Sir RO\,land Hill, of Shropshire) 
merino in 1603-+ In 1631 the then Lord visited Edinburgh for the first time, he preached 
Balmerino granted a charter to the trades of in some of the church
s every other day, but the 
Calton, constituting them a society or corporation; crowds became so immense, that at last he was 
and in 166 9 a royal charter was obtained from induced to hold forth from a platform erected on 
Charles II., erecting the district into a burgh of the Calton Hill, where his audience was reckoned 
barony, A court was held by a bailie appointed at not less than 10,000, and the interest excited by 
by the lord of the manor, and there was founded in his eloquence is said to have been beyond all 
connection therewith, the Society of High Constables precedent. On his return from the \Y est, he 
of Calton, who ha, e been elected by, and have preached on the hill again to several audiences, 
continued to act under, the orders of succeeding and on the last of these occasions, when a collection 
Baron Bailies, Although no mention is made of was made for the charity workhouse, fully 20,000 
our various constabulary bodies in the 'Muni- were present. Long years after, when speaking to a 
cipality E)"tension Act, 1856,' the venerable office friend of the multitude whom he had addressed 
of Baron Bailie has thereby become extinct, and there, he said, pleasantly, "Well do I remember 
the ancient burghs of Canongate, Calton, Eastern the spot; but I understand that it has now been 
and ""estern Portsburgh, are now annexed to the converted into a den of thieves , " referring to the 
city. Um.ier these circumstances the constabulary gaol now built on the ground \\ here his platform 
of Calton held an e)"traordinary meeting on the stood. 
17 th of :March, 18 57, at which, iI/fer alia, the I The first great change in the aspect of the hill 
following motion was carried with acclamation, viz,: was effected by the formation of the Regent Road, 
'That the burgh having ceased to exist, the con- which was cut through the old bur} ing-ground, the 
stabulary, in order that some of the relics and soil of which avenue was decently carted away, 
other insignia belonging to this body should be I covered with white palls, and full of remnants of 
preserved for the inspection of future generations, humanity, to the new Calton burying-ground on 
unanimously resolve to present as a free gift to the the southern slope; and the second was the open- 
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ing of the Regent Bridge, the foundation stone of mass of rock, fully fifty tons in weight, fell from 
which was laid in J815, forming a magnificent under Kelson's monument with a great crash from 
entrance to the New Town from the east. The arch a height of twenty-five feet, and carrying all before 
is fifty feet wide, and about the same in height, it, rolled on the roadw.ty below, 
having on the top of the side ledges, arches, and I On the 15th September, 1834, there occurred the 
ornamental pillars, connected with the houses in only local event of interest since the visit of 
Waterloo Place. The whole was finished in 1819, George IV.-the Grey banquet. A great portion 
and formally opened on the visit of Prince Leopold, of the citizens had signalised themselves in their 
afterwards King of Belgium; but the bridge must zeal for the Reform Bill, the passing of which, in 
have been open for traffic two years before, as it was /.\ugust, 1832, they celebrated by a grand pro- 
crossed by the 88th Connaught Rangers, in 1817, I cession of the trades, amounting to more than 
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on their return from the Army of Occupation in ' J 5,000 men, and about the date above mentioned , 
France, under Colonel Wallace. Earl Grey entered the city amid a vast concourse 
One of the last feasts of St. Crispin was held in of admirers. He was presented with the freedom 
the Calton Convening Rooms, in 1820, when six of the city in a gold box, and was afterwards enter- 
hundred of the ancient Corporation of Cordiners, tained at a public banquet, in a pavilion erected 
bearing 51. Crispin with regal pomp, marched from for the occasion, JI3 feet long by 101 broad, in 
Holyrood. "On reaching the Cross," says the IV
ekly the eastern compartment of the High School on 
jO/l1'1lal for that year, " it was found impossible to the south side of the Calton Hill. Archibald, 
proceed farther, from the mass of people collected; Earl of Rosebery, K.T., in absence of the Duke 
the procession therefore filed off into the Royal of Hamilton, occupied the chair, 
Exchange, until a guard of the 13th Foot arrived On the north-west shoulder of the hill is the 
from the Castle; then it proceeded along the old observatory, a rough, round-buttressed tower , 
mound to the New Town." It is added that forty- three storeys in height. The scheme for the 
four years had elapsed since the last procession of erection of a building of this kind was first pro- 
the kind. jected in 1736, but the local commotions occasioned 
The same paper, in 1828, records that a mighty, by the Porteous mob caused it to be relinquished 
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till 1741, when it was again revived, and the and proposed to give Mr. Short the funds at their 
patriotic Earl of 
Iorton gave a sum for the pur- , disposal for the purpose of building an observatory, 
pose, leaving the management thereof to Colin and to allow him to draw the whole emoluments 
Maclaurin, Professor of Mathematics, and others arising from the use of his apparatus for a certain 


of the Senatus Academicus. Maclaurin, with his 
characteristic liberality, added to the earl's gift by 
the profits arising from a course of lectures on 
experimenta philosophy; but his death, in 1746, 
put a stop 
 second time to the execution of the 
project. 


number of years, "but," says Arnot, "on con- 
dition that the students should, in the meantime, 
have access to the observatory for a small gratuity, 
and that the building, with all the instruments, should 
be vested in the Town Council for ever, as trustees 
I for the public, and become their absolute property 
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Ul>IENTS. 


In 1776 there came to Edinburgh Mr. Short, . after a certain period. Mr. Short readily agreed, 
brother and executor to 
Vlr. James Short, F.R.S., I and the Council were applied to for their concur- 
formerly an optician in Leith, and who brought with rence and patronage." 
him all his brother's optical apparatus, particularly I It appears from their Register that in the 
a large reflecting telescope that magnified 1,200 summer of 1776 the Council granted to Mr. Short, 
times, "and is," says the lVel'kly lIfagaztÏle for his sons and grandsons, a life-rent lease of 
that year, "superior to any in Europe, but one in half an acre on the Calton Hill. A plan of the 
possession of the King of Spain." 
Ir. Short intended building was made by James Craig, 
intended to erect an observatory, which was to architect, and the foundation-stone was laid by 
be his own primte property, an(l from which he Pro\'ost James Stodart, in presence of the Senatus, 
eJ\.pccted to draw considerable emoluments; but 25th July, 1776; and upon the suggestion of Adam" 
Dr. Alexander 
[onro, Professor of Anatomy, one the famous architect, in consequence of the high 
of Lord Morton's trustees, showed that an observa- and abrupt nature of the site, the whole edifice was 
tory unconnected with the Council and University constructed to have the aspect of a fortification. 
would conduce but little to the progress of science, , In the partial execution of this faulty design, the 
62 
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money appropriated for the work was totally e=-.- points of the compass. The central dome, thirteen 
hausted, and the luckless observatory was once feet in diameter, contains a solid cone or pillar 
more left to its fate, and \\hen thus abandoned, nineteen feet high, for the astronomical circle. To 
Wô.-> the scene of a singular disturbance in 1788. the east are piers for the transit instrument and as- 
It was assailed by ten armed persons, who severely tronomical clock; in the west end are others for 
wounded a gentleman who endeavoured to oppose the mural circle and clock. 
them in capturing the place, which was next "The original Lancastrian School," says Lord 
literalJy stormed by the City Guard, "without Cockburn, "was a long wood and brick erection, 
any killed or wounded," says .Kincaid, "but in stretched on the \-ery top of the Calton Hill, where 
the hurry of conducting their prisoners to the it was then the fashion to stowaway anything 
guard-house, they omitted to take a list of the that was too abominable to be tolerated else- 
stores and ammunition found there." On the 26th where." 
February, 1789, there were arraigned by the Procu- The great prison buildings of the city occupy 
rator Fiscal these ten persons, among whom were the summit of the Dow Craig, to which we have 
Jacobina, relict of Thomas Short, optician in Edin- referred more than once. 
burgh, John McFadzean, medical student, for The first of these, the" Bridewell," was founded 
forcibly entering, on the 7th I\o\'ember, "the 30th No\'ember, 1791, by the Earl of 1\Iorton, 
observatory formerly possessed by Thomas Short, Grand Master of Scotland, heading a procession 
optician, in order to dispossess therefrom James which must have ascended the hill by the tortuous 
Douglas, grandson of the said Thomas Short, with old street at the back of the present Convening- 
pistols, naked swords, cutlasses, and other lethal Rooms. The usual coins and papers were enclosed 
weapons, attacking and wounding Robert Maclean, in two bottles blown at the glass-house in Leith, 
accountant of E=-.cise," &c. For this, eight were and deposited in the stone, with a copper plate 
dismissed from the bar, and two were imprisoned containing a long Latin inscription. The architect 
and fined 500 merks each. (EdÙI. A/kerf., 1789.) was Robert Adam. 
In 1792 the observatory was completed by the Prior to this the city had an institution of a 
magistrates, but in a style far inferior to what the similar kind, named the House of Correction, for 
utility of such an institution desen-ed; and being the reception of strolling poor and loose charac- 
without proper instruments, or a fund for procuring tel's. It had been projected as far back as 1632, 
them, it remained in this condition till 1812, when and the buildings therefor had been situated near 
a more fortunate attempt was made to establish an Paul's Work. Afterwards a building near the 
observatory on a proper footing by the formation Charity Workhouse was used for the purpose, but 
in Edinburgh of an Astronomical Institution, and being found too small, after a proposal to establish 
the old edifice is now used for a self-registering a new one at the foot of Forrester's Wynd, the 
anemometer, or rain-gauge, in connection with the idea was abandoned, the present new one projected 
new edifice. and carried out. It was finished in T 796, at the 
The latter had its origin in a few public-spirited expense of the city and county, aided by a petty 
individuals, who, in 1812, formed themselves into grant from Government. In front of it, shielded 
the Astronomical Institution, and circulated an by a high wall and ponderous gate, on the street 
address, written by their President, Professor Play- line, is the house for the governor. Semicirculal- 
fair, urging the necessity for its existence and in form, the main edifice has five floors, ,the highest 
progress. "He used to state," says Lord Cock- being for stores and the hospital. All round on 
burn, "in Older to show its necessity, that a foreign each floor, at the middle of the breadth, is a 
vessel had been lately compelled to take refuge in corridor, with cells on each side, lighted respec- 
Leith, and that before setting sail again, the master tively from the interior and exterior of the 
wished to adjust his timepiece, but found that he curvature. Those on the inner are chiefly used 
had come to a large and learned metropolis, where as workshops, and can all be surveyed from a dark 
nobody could tell him what o'clock it was." apartment in the house of the governor without 
A little to the east of the old institution, the the observer being visible. On the low floor is 
new observatory was founded on the 25th April, a treadmill, originally constructed for the manu 
1818, bySir George l\-1ackemie, Vice-President, from facture of corks, but now mounted and moved 
a Grecian design by W, H. Playfair, after the model only in cure of idleness or the punishment ot 
of the Temple of the Winds, and consists of a delinquency. 
central cross of sixty-two feet, with four projecting The area within 
pediments supported bysix columns fronting the four I glazed overhead. 


the circle is a small courl. 
The house is under gooc 
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regUlations, and is made as much as possible still remains, and was then the only approach. 
the scene rather of the reclamation and the com- Scarcely any sacrifice could be too great that 
{urtable industry of its unhappy inmates than of removed the houses from the end of Princes Street 
the punishment of their offences. I and made a level to the hill, or, in other words, 
.-\t one time a number of French prisoners of produced the 'Yaterloo Bridge." 
war were confined here. I On the south side of the narrow street referred 
At the east end of Waterloo Place, and adjoining to is the old entrance to the burying-ground, whiçh 
Bridewell, is the town and county gaol. It was I Lord Balmerino gifted to his vassals, and through 
founded in 1815 and finished in 1817, "hen the which the remains of David Hume must have been 
old "Heart of :\lidlothian" was taken down. In I borne to their last resting-place, in what is now the 
a Saxon style of architecture, it is an extensive I southern portion of the cemetery, and in the round 
building, and somewhat castellated-in short, the I tower of Roman design at the south-eastern cor- 
whole masses of these buildings, with their towers ner thereo[ Kear it is the great obelisk, called 
and turrets overhanging the steep rocks, resemble I the Martyrs' :Monument, erected to the memory of 
a feudal fortress of romance, and present a striking those who were tried and banished from Scotland 
and interesting aspect. Along the street line are in 1793 for advocating parii,lmentary reform. It 
apartments for the turnkeys. Behind these, with I is inscribed, in large Roman letters :-" TO THE 
an area intervening, is the gaol, 194 feet long by 40 ,ME:\IORY OF THOMAS :\IGIR, THOMAS F\SSHE 
wide, four storeys high, with small grated windows, PADIER, WILLLUI SKIRVIXG, 
IAL'RICE :\IARGAROT 
In the centre is a chapel, with long, ungrated A
D JOSEPH GERALD, ERECTED BY THE FRIENDS 
windows. Along the interior run corridors, open- OF PARLL\ME
TARY REFOR
I IN SCOTLA
D A
D 
ing into forty-eight cells, each 8 feet by 6, besides E
GLAND, 1844." 
other apartments of larger dimensions, In this burying-ground lie the remains of Pro- 
From the lo\\er flat behind a number of small fessor George "ïlson and many other eminent 
airing yards, separated by high walls, radiate to a citizens. 
point, where th
y are all overlooked and com- On the northern slope of the hill is a species of 
manded by a lofty octagonal watch-tower, occupied cavern or arched vault in the rock, closed by a 
Ly the deputy governor. Farther back, and gate, and known as the Jews' burial-place. It is the 
perched on the sheer verge of the precipice which property of the small Jewish community, but when 
overhangs the railway, is the castellated tower, occu- or how acquired, the Rabbi and other officials, 
pied by the governor. The whole gaol is classified I from their migratory nature, are quite unable to 
into wards, is clean and well managed, and pos- state, and only know that two individuals, a man and 
sesses facilities for the practice of approved prison, his wife, lie in that solitary spot Concerning this 
discipline, but is seriously damaged in some of its place, a rare work by Yiscount D'Arlincourt, a 
capacities by being a gaol for both criminals and I French writer, has the following anecdote, which 
debtors, thus lacking the proper accommodation for may be taken for what it is worth. " A Jew, named 
each alike. I Jacob Isaac, many years ago asked leave to lay his 
From the Calton Hill the view is so vast, so bones in a little corner of this rock. As it was at 
grand, and replete with everything that in either I that time bare of monuments, he thought that in 
city, sea, or landscape can thrill or delight, that such a place his remains ran no risk of being dis- 
it has been said he is a bold artist who attempts turbed by the neighbourhood of Christian graves. 
to depict it with either pen or pencil; for far around ' I His request was granted for the sum of 700 guineas. 
the city, old and new, there stretches a panorama J'lcob paid the money without hesitation, and has 
which combines in its magnificent eJ\.panse the I long been at rest in a corner of the Calton. But, 
richest elements of the sublime and beautiful, I alas! he is now surrounded on all sides by the 
while the city itself is opulent, beyond all parallel, tombs of the Nazarenes." 
in the attractions of the picturesque. I Though not correct at its close, this paragraph 
Prior to the erection of the Regent Bridge, evidently points to the cm e in the rock where one 
Princes Street, says Lord Cockburn, "as closed at Jew lies. 
its east end "Ly a mean line of houses running I On the very ape'- of the hill stands the monu- 
north and sOllth. All to the east of these was a ment to Lord Viscount Nelson, an edifice in such 
burial-ground, of which the southern portion still I doubtful taste that its demolition has been more 
remains; and the way of reaching the Calton Hill than once advocated. Begun shortly after the 
was to go by Leith Street to its base (as may yet battle of Trafalgar, it was not finished till 1816, 
be done), and then up a narrow, steep street, which I A conspicuous object from every point of view, by 
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sea or land, with all its defects it makes a magni- 
ficent termination to the vista along Princes Street 
from the west. The base is a battlemented edifice, 
divided into small apartments and occupied as a 
restaurant. Above its entrance is the crest of 
Nelson, with a sculpture representing the stem of 
the Smz Joseph, and underneath an inscription, 


of which the monument rises possesses an 
outline which, by a curious coincidence, presents 
a profile of Nelson, when viewed from Holy- 
rood. 
The time-ball, which is in electric communica- 
tion with the time-gun at the Castle, falls every day 
at one o'clock simultaneously with the discharge of 
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recording that the grateful citizens of Edinburgh the gun which is fired from Greenwich. A com- 
"have erected this monument, not to express their monjoke of the High School boys is that the Duke 
unavailing sorrow for his death, nor yet to celebrate of Wellington gets off his horse in front of the 
the matchless glories of his life, but by his noble Register House when he hears the gun, lunches, and 
example to teach their sons to emulate what they re-mounts his statuesque steed at two o'clock! 
admire, and like him, when duty requires it, to die A little to the north of it, on a flat portion ot 
for their country." the hill, stand twelve magnificent Grecian Dori
 
From this pentangular base rises, to the height columns, the fragment of the projected national 
of more than 100 feet, a circular tower, battlemented monument to the memory of all Scottish soldiers 
at the top, surmounted by the time-ball and a flag- and sailors who fell by land and sea in the long 
staff, where a standard is always hoisted on the war with France; and, with a splendour of design 
anniversary of Trafalgar, and used also to be run corresponding to the grandeur of the object, it was 
up on the 1st -of August in memory of the battle of meant to be a literal restoration of the Parthenon 
Aboukir. Around the edifice are a garden and plots l at Athens, The contributors were incorporated by 
of shrubbery, from amid which, peeping grimly Act of Parliament. 
forth, are three Russian trophies-two cannon I The foundation stone was laid on the 27 th 
from Sebastopol and one from Uomarsund, placed August, 1822, the day on which George IV, visitcd 
there in 1857, The preLÏpice from the edge I Melville Castle. Under the Duke of Hamilton, 
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Grand Master of Scotland, the various lodges I Majesty, the patron of the undertaking. The cele- 
proceeded in procession from the Parliament Square, brated Parthenon of Athens being model of the edi. 
accompanied by the commissioners for the King, fice." The Scots Greys and 3 rd Dragoons formed 
and a brilliant concourse. The foundation-stone the escorts. Notwithstanding the enthusiasm dis- 
of the edifice (which was to be 228 feet long, by played when the undertaking was originated, and 
102 broad) weighed six ton.;, and amid salutes of though a vast amount of money was subscribed, the 
cannon from the Castle, Salisbury Craigs, Leith former subsided, and the western peristyle alone 
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Fort, and the royal squadron in the roads, the I was partially erected, In consequence of this 
inscription plates were deposited therein. One is remarkable end to an enterprise that was begun 
inscribed thus, and somewhat fulsomely :- under the most favourable auspices, the national 
"To the glory of God, in honour of the King, for monument is often referred to as " Scotland's 
the good of the people, this monument, the tribute I pride and poverty," The pillars are of gigantic 
of a grateful country to her gallant and illustrious' proportions, formed of beautiful Craigleith stone; 
sons, as a memorial of the past and incentive to the each block weighed from ten to fifteen tons, and 
future heroism of the men of Scotland, was founded each column as it stands, with the base and frieze, 
on the 27th day of August in the year of our Lord cost upwards of }),ooo. As a ruin it gives a 
1822, and in the third year of the glorious reign of classic aspect to the whole city. According to the 
George IV., under his immediate auspices, and in original idea, part of the edifice was to be used as 
commemoration of his most gracious and welcome a Scottish Valhalla. 
visit to his ancient capital, and the palace of his On the face of the hill overlooking Waterloo 
royal ancestors; John Duke of Atholl, James Dul-..e Place is the monument of one of Scotland's greatest 
of Montrose, Archibald Earl of Rosebery, John philosophers. It is simply inscribed:- 
Earl of Hopetoun, Robert \Ïscount Melville, and 
Thomas Lord Lynedoch, officiating as commis- 
sioners, by the special appointmt:nt of his august 
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It was finished in 1832;and is a beautiful restora- School in place of the old, within the city wall-the 
tion, with some variations, of the choragic monu- I old which had so many striking memories and 
ment of Lysicrates, from a design by W, H. l-'Iay- traditions (and to which we shall refer elsewhere)- 
fair. I came to pass, several situations were suggested as a 
The chaste Greek monument of Professor site for it, such as the ground opposite to Princes 
Playfair, at the south-east angle of the new Street, and the then Excise Office (now the Royal 
observatory serves also to enhance the classic Bank), in St. Andrew Square; but eventually the 
aspect of the hill, and was designed by his nephew. magistrates fixed on the green slope of the Calton 
This memorial to the great mathematician and Hill, to the eastward of the Miller's Knowe. In 
eminent natural philosopher is inscribed thus, in I digging the foundations copper ore in some quan- 
large Roman characters :- tities was dug out, together with some fragments of 
native copper. 
The èeremony of laying the foundation stone 
took place amid great pomp and display on the 
28th of July, 1825. All the public bodies in the 
city were present, "ith the then schola
 from the 
Old School, the senators, academicians, clergy, 
rector, and masters, and, at the request of Lord 
I Provost Henderson, the Rev. Dr. Brunton im- 
Passing the eastern gate of the new prison, and I plored the Divine blessing on the undertaking. 
Jacob's Ladder, a foot\\ay which, in two mutually The stone was laid by Viscount Glenorchy, 
diverging lines, each by a series of steep traverses Grand Master of Scotland, and the building was 
and flights of steps, descends the sloping face of the I proceeded with rapidly. It is of pure white stone, 
hill, to the north back of the Canongate, we find I designed by Thomas Hamilton, and has a front of 
Burns's monument, perched over the line of the 400 feet, including the temples, or wings, which 
tunnel, built in 1830, after a design by Thomas contain the writing and mathematical class-rooms. 
Hamilton, in the style of a Greek peripteral temple, The central portico is a hexastyle, and, having a 
its cupola being a literal copy from the monument double range of twelve columns, projects consider- 
of Lysicrates at Athens. The original object of ably in front of the general façade. The whole 
this edifice was to serve as a shrine for Fla..xman's edifice is of the purest Grecian Doric, and, even to its 
beautiful statue of Burns, now removed to the most minute details, is a copy of the celebrated 
National Galìery, but replaced by an excellent Athenian Temple of Theseus. A spacious flight of 
bust of the poet, by William Brodie, R.S.A., one steps leading up to it from the closing wall in front, 
of the best of Scottish sculptors. This round and a fine playground behind, is overlooked by the 
temple contains many interesting relics of Burns_ entrances to the various class-rooms. The interior 
. T?e entire length of the upper portion of the I is distributed into a large hall, seventy-three feet by 
hill IS now enclosed by a stately terrace, more than forty-three feet; a rector's class-room, thirty.eight 
1,000 yards in length, with Grecian pillared door- feet by thirty-four feet; four class-rooms for masters, 
ways, continuous iron balconies, and massive each thirty-eight feet by twenty-eight feet; a library; 
cornices, commanding much of the magnificent and two small rooms attached to each of the class- 
panorama seen from the higher elevations; but, rooms. On the margin of the roadway, on a lower 
by far the most important, interesting, and beautiful site than the main building, are two handsome 
edifice on this remarkable hill is the new High lodges, each two storeys in height, one occupied by 
School of Edinburgh, on its southern slope, adjoin- the janitor, and the other containing class,rooms. 
ing the Regent Terrace. The area of the school and playground is two acres, 
The new High School is unquestionably one and is formed by cutting deep into the face of the 
of the most chaste and classical edifices in Edin- , hill. The building cost when finished, according 
burgh. It is a reproduction of the purest Greek, to the City Chamberlain's books,L34,r99 lIS. 6d. 
and in every way quite worthy of its magnificent There are a rector, and ten teachers of classics 
site, which commands one of the richest of town and languages, in addition to seven lecturers on 
and country landscapes in the city and its science. 
environs, and is in itself one of the most The school, the most important in Scotland, 
striking features of the beautiful scenery with and intimately connected with the literature and 
which it is grouped. pro;:\TeSS of the kingdom, although at first only 
When the necessity for ha\-ing a new High a classical seminary, now furnishes systematic 
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instruction in all departments of a commercial as tion, as its classes embrace all sects and grades of 
well as liberal education. Every branch of litera. society- the peer and peasant sit together in the 
ture, including reading, orthography, recitation, same form, each possessing no advantage over his 
grammar, and composition, together with British schoolfellow. " Edinburgh has reason to be proud 
history, forms the prominent parts of the system; of this noble institution," said Lord Provo!'t 
while the enUre curriculum of stud} -\\ hich occu- Black at the examination in 1845, "as one which 
pies six years-embraces the Latin, Greek, French, has conferred a lustre upon our city, and \\hich has 
and Gern1an languages, history, geography, phy- gi,'en a tone to the manners and intellect of its 
siology, chemistry, natural philosophy, zoology, inhabitants. Whether they remain in Edinburgh 
botany, algebra, geometry, drawing, fencing, I or betake themselves to other lands, and whate,-er 
gymnastics, and military drill. In the library are be the walk of life in which they are led, I believe 
seven thousand ,olumes. the students of this seminary 
The building was completeõ '! Ii "ill be found everywhere, and 
in I 829, and the pupils pro- __ at all times, ably sustaining the 
ceeded thIther on the 23rd of
""';-"--= character of the city, and the 
J une frOl11 the tiole-honoured .. tI' I.... 
 institution in ,,-hich the y spent 

.-- 
old schoo], in a procession their youthful years." 
..--.; "r:;} 
arranged by Sir Patrick Walker)<>... In 1834 a French master- 
of Coates, preceded by the M. Sene bier - was first ap- 
band of the 17th Lancers, each 11 pointed to teach the French 
class marching with a master at . ]anguage; and in 1845 Dr. Carl 
I ,,, 
its head, followed by the High "I' E. Aue became the first teacher 
I 
 I I: 
Constables, the magistrates, pro- of German. In 1849 :\Ir. Wi]- 
fessors of the university, and !,' 'I J.' 
 ]iam Rhind was elected Lecturer 
all "those noblemen and gen- ,_.:::.::-_ --- on Katural History, and Dr. 
tlemen \\ho had attended the John Murray on Chemistry, 
High Schúol, in fours." . -- .........--..-- The first Rector in the present 
A lúng and elaborate Latin \ I I 0 
':"' ' or (\ew School was Aglionby- 
inscription on the front of the ,--- Ross Carson, 
I.--\.., LL.D., a 
buildings commemorates the _ I t 
't!-:'. .,.

.
 ft native of Dumfries-shire, \\ho 
founding of the edifice, with a I tl, 
IIII'/: II: I, 'Jf obtained a mastership in the 
reference to the Old Schoo]" 
 
 [; Old Schoo] in 1806, and was 
\ I Ii 
founded 300 years before; but made Rector :n 1820, when 
two statues, which forn1ed a '" y- his predecessor, James Pillans, 
part of Hamilton's design. and DUGALD STEWART'S MO;o.;U\lEXT. M.A. (the "paltry Pillans" of 
were to have been in front of Byron's savage" Eng]ish Bards 
the fortico, have never been placed there, and in ' and Scotch Reviewers") became Professor of Hu- 
all likelihood never will be. manity. Dr. Carson held the office till October , 
In the long roll of its scholars are the names 1845, when feeble health compelled him to re- 
of the most distinguished men of all professions, sign, and he was succeeded by Dr. Leonhard 
and in every branch of science and literature, ;Schmitz (as twenty-sixth Rector, from D. Vocat, 
many of whom have helped to form and consoli- Rector in (519), the first foreigner whoever held a 
date British India. It also includes three natives classical mastership in the High School. He was a 
of Edinburgh, "High School callants," who have I graduate of the University of Bonn, and a native 
been Lord Chancellors of Great Britain-Wedder- of Eupen, in Rhenish Prussia. He was the author 
burn, Erskine, and Brougham, of a continuation of :Kiebuhr's "History of 
The annual examinations always take place in Rome , " in three volumes, and many other works, 
presence of the Lord Provost and magistrates, a and in 1844 ohtained from his native monarch 
number of the city clergy and gentlemen connected the goM medal for literature , awarded" as a mark 
with the other numerous educational establishments of his Majesty's sense of the honour thereby con- 
in the city. There is also a large concourse of the I fefled on the memory of Niebuhr, one of the 
parents and friends of the pupils. The citizens ha,'e I greatest scholars of Germany." In 1859 he was 
ever rejoiced in this ancient school, and are justly I selected by her Majesty the Queen to give a 
proud of it, not only for the prominent position it I course of historical study to H.R.H. the Prince 
occupies, but from the peculiarity of its constitu- of '''ales, and during the winter of 1862-3, he 
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gave a similar course to the Duke of Edinburgh, 
when both were resident in the city. 
On his removal to London in 1866 he was 
succeeded as Rector by James Donaldson, LL.D., 
one of the ablest preceptors that Scotland has pro- 
duced. Dr. Donaldson was born at Aberdeen on 
the 26th of April, 1831, and was educated at the 
Grammar School and Marischal College and Uni- 
versity of his native city, amI the University of 
Berlin. In 1852 he was appointed Greek tutor in 


ship and liberal views. P.lrticularly has he distin- 
guished himself by his exhaustive study of the 
early Christian Fathers, and his "Critical History 
of Christian Literature and Doctrine from the 
Death of the Apostles to the Nicene Council" 
(3 vols.), is a standard work on the important sub- 
ject with which it deals; while the "Ante-Nicene 
Christian Library," of which he is joint-editor, 
affords further proof of the great and permanent 
interest which Dr. Donaldson has manifested in this 
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Edinburgh UniversitYI Rector of the High School department of Christian history and theology. Dr, 
of Stirling in 1854, classical master in the High I Donaldson was elected Fellow of the Royal Society 
School of Edinburgh in 1856, and Rector of the of Edinburgh, and received the degree of LL.D. 
same school in 1866, in succession, as has been from Aberdeen University; he has edited at dif- 
seen, to Dr, Leonhard Schmitz. During his rector- ferent times various p
riodical journals, and has 
ship the High School conspicuously sustained I contributed several articles to the" Encydopædia 
the world-wide reputation which it has always en- Britannica." In 188r he was appointed professor 
joyed for the aU-round excellence of its education. of Humanity in the University of Aberdeen. 
Though Dr. Donaldson devoted himseli to the Among other eminent classical masters in the 
watchful guidance of the great institution over new High School were John Macmillan, a native 
which he presided with rare zeal and affectionate of Dumfries-shire, and John Carmichael, a native 
solicitude for its interests and those of the scholars I of Inverness, who was succeeùed in 1848 by his 
entrusted to his care, he found time to enrich nephew, also named John Carmichael, \\ho had 
the classical and educational stores of his country won classical distinction both in the Edinburgh 
by various works exhibiting alike profound scholar- I Academy and at the University, and who was one 
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of the most brilliant conversationalists and the medal was first awarded." The appendix to 
kindest-hearted of men in Edinburgh. Stevens's history of the famous school contains a 
Among the prizes competed for are the gold, most interesting list of 180 boys, medallists or 
medal, value ten guineas, given in 1825 by the duxes after 1776, with notes, when ascertainabit', 
Writers to the Signet to the dux of the Senior I of their future. His valuable history also contains 
Humanity Class, and first awarded to Mr. William a catalogue of the persons of eminence and rank 
M. Gunn, classical master of the school in 1843; educated at this seminary. 
a gold medal given by Lieut.-Colonel Peter Of the distinguished men in every department oi 
Murray, Adjutant-General in Bengal in 1794, and life who conned their studies in the class-rooms, even 
the name of which was changed to the Macgregor of the new High School, it is impossible to attempt 
medal in 1831; a gold medal presented by the to give a list here; but perhaps no education;) I 
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city for Greek in the Rector's class; the Ritchie institution in the kingdom has eyer sent forth 50 
gold medal, presented in 1824, by Mr. William many pupils who have added fresh laurels to th
 
Ritchie , for twenty-three years a master of the I glory of their country. 


school; the Macdonald I a third class medal, 
given by Colonel John Macdonald, of the regiment 
of Clan Alpine, son of the celebrated Flora 

Iacdonald, and presented for the first time in 
182 4. 
The College Bailie silver medal for writing, the 
personal gift of the gentleman holding that office 
for the year, was first presented in 1814,- and for 
the last time in 1834. 
"The head boy or dux of the school, at the yearly 
examination, till about the close of the eighteenth 
century," says Dr. Steven, "usuallyreceived from the 
city, as a prize, a copy of the best edition of one of 
the classics. This Ytas prior to 1794, when a gold 
63 


In it is still presen'ed as a relic the carved 
stone which was over the principal entrance of the 
first school from 1578 to 1777. It bears within a. 
p:mel the triple castle of the city, with the initials 
I. S., and, under the thistle, the date and legend :- 
MVSIS: RESPUIiLiCA 
FLORET. 1578. 
Above this in a pediment is an imperial crown, 
with two thistles and the initials I. R. 6. 
The High School Club, composed of old 
scholars, was first instituted in r849. 
At a great entertainment given in the city to Mr, 
(afterwards Lord) Brougham, on the 25th of April, 
1825, presided over by Henry (afterwards Lord) 
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Cockburn, the former spoke thus affectionately in view, there can be no doubt; though I confess I 
of the High School :- have passed much of my time in these studies myself, 
"In this town it was, as was truly observed by " Yet a school like the old High School of 
our worthy chairman, that I first imbibed the noble Edinburgh is invaluable, and for what is it so? It 
principles of a liberal Scottish education; and it is is because men of the highest and lowest rank 
fit that I should tell you, as many of you may not of society send their children to be educated 
have heard what I have frequently told to others, together. The oldest friend I have in the world, 
in other places, and in other meetings, that I have your worthy vice-president (Lord Douglas Gordon 
seen no other plan of education so efficient as that Halyburton of Pitcur, M.P,) and myself were at 
which is established in this city. With great the High School of Edinburgh together, and in the 
experience and opportunity of observation, I same class along with others, who still possess our 
certainly have never yet seen anyone system so friendship, and some of them in a rank in life still 
well adapted for training up good citiæns, as well higher than us. One of them was a nobleman who 
as learned and virtuous men, as the old High School is now in the House of Peers; and some of them 
of Edinburgh and the Scottish Universities. Great were the sons of shopkeepers in the lowest part of 
improvements may, and no doubt will be made, the Cowgate-shops of the most inferior descrip- 
even in these seminaries, But what I have to say tion-and one or two of them were the sons of 
of the High School of Edinburgh, and, as the menial servants in the town. Tiley were sittlllg 
ground of the preference I give it over others, side try side, giving and taking places from each other, 
.and even over another academYI lately established without the slightest impression on the part of my 
in this city, on what is said to be a more improved noble friends of any superiority on their parts to 
principle--what I say is this: that such a school is the other boys, or any ideas of the inferiority on 
altogether invaluable in a free State -in a State the part of the other boys to them; and this is my 
having higher objects in view, by the education of reason for preferring the old High School of Edin- 
its youth, than a mere knowledge of the Latin and I burgh to other and what may be termed more 
Greek languages, and the study of prosody. That patrician schools, however well regulated or con- 
in a State like this, higher objects should be kept ducted." 


CHAPTER XVI. 
THE NEW TOWN. 


The 
"e before the Streets-The Lang Dykes-Wood's Farm-Drurnsheugh House-Bearford's Parks-The Houses of Easter and Wester 
Coates-Gabriel's Road-Craig s Plan of the New Town-John Young builds the First House Therein-Extension of the Town Westward. 


LoOKING at the site of the New Town now, it I Along the line now occupied by Princes Street 
requires an effort to think that there were thatched lay a straight country road, the Lang D} kes-called 
cottages there once, and farms, where com was the Lang Gait in the "Memorie of the Somer- 
sown and reaped, where pigs grunted in styes or villes," in 164o-the way by which Claverhouse and 
roamed in the yard; where fowls laid eggs and his troopers rode westward on that eventful day in 
clucked over them, and ducks drove their broods 1689, and where in 1763, we read in the Edi1lburgh 
into the North Loch, where the trap caught eels j llIl/SeUm for January of two gentlemen on horse- 
and the otter and water-rat lurked amid the sedges, back being stopped by a robber, arn1ed with a 
and where cattle browsed on the upland slopes pistol, whom they struck down by the butt end of 
that were crested by the line of the Lang Dykes; a whip, but failed to secure, "as they heard some- 
and where the gudeman and his sons left the body whistle several times behind the dykes," and 
plough in the furrow, and betook them to steel were apprehensive that he might have confederates. 
bonnets and plate sleeves, to jack and Scottish The district was intersected by other lonely roads, 
spear, when the bale-fire, flaming out on the Castle such as the Kirk Loan, which led north from St 
towers, announced that "our ancient enemies of I Cuthbert's Church to the wooden, or Stokebridge, 
England had crossed the Tweed." and the ford on the Leith at the back of the 
Such, little more than one hundred years ago, present Malta Terrace, where it joined Galiriel's 
, was the site of " the Modern _-\.thens." , Road, a path that came 
rom the east end of the 
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Lang Dykes; by the old Queensferry Road that 
descended into the deep hollow, where Bell's Mills 
lie, and by Broughton Loan at the other end of the 
northern ridge. 
Bearford's Parks on the west, and 'Vood's Farm 
on the east, formed the bulk of this portion of the 
site; St. George's Church is now in the centre of 
the former, and Wemyss Place of the latter. The 
hamlet and manor house of Moultray's Hill are now 
occupied by the Register House; and where the 
Royal Bank stands was a cottage called "Peace 
and Plenty," from its signboard near Gabriel's 
Road, "where ambulative citi.æns regaled them- 
selves with curds and cream," and Broughton was 
deemed so far afield that people went there for 
the summer months under the belief that they 
were some distance from town, just as people 
used to go to Powburn and TipperIinn fifty years 
later. 
Henry Mackenzie, author of "The Man of 
Feeling," who died in 1831, remembered shooting 
snipes, hares, and partridges upon \Vood's Farm. 
The latter was a tract of ground extending from 
Canon 
Iills on the north, to Bearford's Parks on 
the south, and was long in possession of Mr. Wood, 
of Warriston, and in the house thereon, his son, 
the famous "Lang Sandy Wood," was born in 
1725. It stood on the area between where Queen 
Street and Heriot Row are now, and "many still 
alive," says Chambers, writing in 1824, "remember 
of the fields bearing as fair and rich a crop of 
wheat as they may now be said to bear houses. 
Game used to be plentiful upon these gronnds- 
in particular partridges and hares. . . ., Wood- 
cocks and snipe were to be had in all the damp 
and low.lying situations, such as the Well-house 
Tower, the Hunter's Bog, and the borders of 
Canon Mills Loch. Wild ducks were frequently 
shot in the meadows, where in winter they are 
sometimes yet to be found. Bruntsfield Links, 
and the ground towards the Braid Hills abounded 
in hares." 
In the list of Fellows of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, Alexander Wood and his brother Thomas 
are recorded, under date 1756 and 1775 respec- 
tively, as the sons of "Thomas \Vood, farmer on 
the north side of Edinburgh. Stockbridge Road," 
now called Church Lane. 
A tradition exist,>, that about 1730 the magis- 
trates oITered to a residenter in Canon Mills all the 
ground between Gabriel's Road and the Gallowlee, 
in perpetual fee, at the annual rent of a crown 
bowl of punch; but so worthless was the land then, 
producing only whins and heather, that the offer 
was rejected. (" Old Houses in Edinburgh.") 


The land referred to is now worth more than 
j; 15,000 per annum. 
Prior to the commencement of the new town, 
the only other edifices on the site were the Kirk- 
brae head House, Drumsheugh House, near the old 
Ferry Road, and the Manor House of Coates. 
Drumsheugh House, of which nothing now re- 
mains but its ancient rookery in Randolph Cres- 
cent, was removed recently. Therein the famous 
Chevalier Johnstone, Assistant A.D.C. to Prince 
Charles, was concealed for a time by Lady Jane 
Douglas, after the battle of Culloden, till he escaped 
to England, in the disguise of a pedlar. 
Alexander Lord Colville of Culross, a distin- 
guished Admiral of the \"hite, resided there sub- 
sequently. He served at Carthagena in 1741, at 
Quebec and LouisLourg in the days of Wolfe, and 
died at Drumsheugh on the 21st of May, 1770. 
His widow, Lady Elizabeth Erskine, daughter of 
Alexander Earl of Kellie, resided there for some 
years after, together with her brother, the Honour- 
able Andrew Erskine, an officer of the old 71st, 
disbanded in 1763, an eccentric character, who 
figures among Kay's Portraits, and who in 
1793 was drowned in the Forth, opposite Caroline 
Park. Lady Colville died at Drumsheugh in 
the following year, when the house and lands 
thereof reverted to her brother-in-law, John Lord 
Colville of Culross. And so lately as 18II the 
mansion was occupied by James Erskine, Esq., 
of Cam bus. 
Southward of Drumsheugh lay Bearford's Parks, 
mentioned as "Terras de Barfurd" in an Act in 
favour of Lord Newbattle in 1587, named from 
Hepburn of Bearford in Hadùingtonshire, 
In 1767 the Earl of Morton proposed to have a 
wooden bridge thrown across the North Loch 
from these parks to the foot of Warriston's Close, but 
the magistrates objected. on the plea that the pro- 
pertyat the close foot was worth j;20,000. The 
proposed bridge was to be on a line with "the 
highest level ground of Robertson's and Wood's 
Farms." In the Edillbltrgh Adurtiser for 1783 
the magistrates announced that Hallow Fair was 
to be "held in the 
1iddle Bearford's Park." 
Lord Fountainhall, under dates 1693 and 1695, 
records a dispute between Robert Hepburn of 
Bearford and the administrators of Heriot's hos- 
pital, concerning "the mortified annual rents 
acclaimed out of his tenement in Edinburgh, called 
the Black Turnpike," and again in I 7 I 0, of an 
action he raised against the Duchess of TIuc- 
cleuch, in which Sir Robert Hepburn of Bearford, 
in ,633, is referred to, all probably of the same family. 
The lands and houses of Easter and Wester 
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Coates lay westward of Bearford's Parks and the 
old Ferry Road. The former edifice, a picturesque 
old mansion, with turrets, dormer windows, and 
crowstepped gables, in the Scoto-French style, still 
remains unchanged among its changed surround- 
ings as when it was built, probably about 1611, by 
Sir John Byres of Coates, whose town residence was 
in Byres' Close, in the High Street, and over the 
door of which he inscribed the usual pious legend, 
" BlisJit be God in al his giftis," with the initials of 


! " 


On the west a dormer gable bears the date 161 5, 
with the initials J. B. and 1\1. B., and a stone built 
above the western door bears in large letters the 
word IEHO\' A, with the city motto and the date 
16 14, 
According to the inscription on the tomb of 
"the truly good and excellent citizen John Byres 
of Coites," in the Greyfriars churchyard, as given 
by Monteith, it would appear that he was two 
years city bailie, two years a surburban bailie, six 
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himself and his lady. This lintel was removed by years Dean of Guild , and that he died on the 
the late Sir Patrick Walker, who had succeeded to 24th of November, 1629, in his sixtieth year. 
the estate, and was rebuilt by him into the present Prior to the time of the Byres the property had 
ancient house, which is destined long to survive as belonged to the Lindsays, as in the ratification 
the deanery of St. Mary's cathedral. Into the by Parliament to Lord Lindsay, in 1592, are men- 
waIls of the same house were built some fragments tioned" the land is of Dene, but the mylnes and 
of sculpture from a mansion in the Cowgate, tra- mure thereof, and their pertenents lyand \\ ithin 
ditionalIy known as the residence of the French the Sherifdom of Edinburgh, the manes of Drym, 
embassy in Mary's time. They are now in the I the lands of Drymhill, the landis of Coittis and 
north wing. Coitakirs, &c." (Acta Part, Jacobi YI.) 
On the eastern side of the mansion of Coates are I The mansion of Wester Coates, advertised in the 
two ancient lintels, one dated 1600, with the initials Edinhurgh papers of 1783 as "the House of Coates, 
C. C. I. and K. H. The other bears the same or White House. belonging to the heirs of the 
mitials with the legend, deceased James Finlay of Walliford, and as lately 
1 PRAVS VE LORD FOR possessed by Lord Covington, situated on the 
ALL HIS BENEFEI'IS, 1601. highway leading to Coltbridge," was removed in 
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\869 to make way for Grosvenor Street, in exca- 
"ating the foundation of which a number of ancient 
bronze Caledonian swords were found-the relics 
of some pre-historic strife. One was specially re- 
markable for having the hilt and pommel of bronze 
cast in one piece with the blade-a form very rare, 
there being only one other Scottish example known 
-one from Tarves, in Aberdeenshire, and now in 
the British Museum. 
The few houses enumerated above occupied the 
lonely site of the New Town when Gabriel's Road, 


of the poet Thomson, and who engraved thereon 
the following appropriate lines from his uncle's 
poem :- 
.. August, around, what public \\ orks I see! 
Lo, stately streets! 10, squares that court the breeze! 
See long canals and deepened rivers join 
Each part with each, and with the circling main, 
The whole entwined isle." 


The names given to the streets and squares- 
the formal array of parallelograms drawn by 
Craig-were taken from the royal family chiefly, 
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CRAIG'S PLAN OF THE XEW STREETS AND SQl'ARES INTENDED FOR THE CITY OF EDlJo.BLRGH. 
(Reá"ad Fac"-mile of 1M Original Eng,.avi"g.) 


latterly a mean, narrow alley, was a delightful and the tutelary saints of the island. The first 
country path, "along which," says Wilson, in 1847, thoroughfare, now a magnificent terrace, was called 
"some venerable citizens still remember to have St. Giles Street, after the ancient patron of the 
wended their way between green hedges that city; but on the plan being shown to George III. 
skirted the pleasant meadows and cornfields of for his approval, he exclaimed, " Hey, hey!-what, 
\\Tood's Farm, and which was in days of yore a what 
-St. Giles Street J-never do, never do!" 
f.tvourite trysting place for lovers, where they I And so, to escape from a vulgar London association 
hreathed out their tender tale of passion beneath of ideas, it was named Princes Street, after the 
the fr:igrant h'lwthorn." future George IV. and the Duke of York. 
It ran in an oblique direction through the I Craig survived to see his plans only partially 
ancient hamlet of SilvermilIs, and its course is yet carried out, as he died in 1795. in his fifty-fifth year, 
indicated by the irregular slant of the garden walls He was the son of Robert Craig, merchant, and 
that separate the little plots behind Duke Street grandson of Robert Craig, who in the beginning of 
from the East Queen Street Gardens at the lo\\er that century had been a magistrate of Edinburgh. 
enrl, His mother was Mary. youngest daughter of James 
The plan of the proposed new city was prepared Thomson, minister of Ednam, and sister of the 
by James Craig, an eminent architect, nephew author of" The Seasons." 
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So difficult was it to induce people to build in a 
spot so sequestered and far apart from the mass of 
the ancient city, that a premium of L, 20 was 
publicly offered by the magistrates to him who 
should raise the first house; but great delays 
ensued. The magistrates complimented Mr. James 
Craig on his plan for the New Town, which was 
selected from several. He received a gold medal 
and the freedom of the city in a silver box; and 
by the end of July, 1767, notice was given that 
"the plan was to lie open at the Council Chamber 
for a month from the 3rd of August, for the inspec- 
tion of such as inclined to become feuars, where 
Ij.lso were to be seen the terms on which feus 
would be granted." 
At last a Mr. John Young took courage, and 
gained the premium by erecting a mansion in 
Rose Court, George. Street-the .first edifice of 
New Edinburgh; and the foundation of it was 
laid by James Craig, the architect, in person, 
on the 26th of October, 1767. (Chambers's 
"Traditions," p. 18.) 
An exemption from all burghal taxes was also 
granted to l\Ir, John Neale, a silk mercer, for an 
elegant mansion built by him, the first in the line of 
Princes Street (latterly occupied as the Crown 
Hotel), and wherein his son-in-law, Archibald 
Constable, afterwards resided. "These now appear 
whimsical circumstances," says Robert Chambers: 
"so it does that a Mr. Shadrach Moyes, on 
ordering a house to be built for himself in Princes 
Street, in 1769, held the builder bound to run 
another farther along, to shield him from the west 
wind. Other quaint particulars are remembered, 
as for instance, Mr. Wight, an eminent lawyer, who 
planted himself in St. Andrew Square, finding that 
he was in danger of having his view of St. Giles's 
clock shut up by the advancing line of Princes 
Street, built the intervening house himself, that he 
might have it in his power to keep the roof low, 
for the sake of the view in question; important to 
him, he said, as enabling him to regulate his 
movements in the morning, when it was necessary 
that he should be punctual in his attendance at 
the Parliament House." 
By 1790 the New Town had extended westward 
to Castle Street, and by 1800 the necessity for a 
second plan farther to the north was felt, and soon 
acted upon, and great ch:mges rapidly came over 
the customs, manners, and habits of the people, 
With the enlarged mansions of the new city, they 
were compelled to live more expensively, and 
more for show. A family that had long moved in 
genteel or aristocratic society in Blackfriars Wynd, 
or Lady Stail's Close, maintaining a round of quiet 
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tea-drinkings with their neighbou13 up the adjoining 
turnpike stair, and who might converse with lords, 
ladies, and landed gentry, by merely opening their 
respective windows, found all this homely kindness 
changed when they emigrated beyond the North 
Loch. There heavy dinners took the place of 
tea-parties, and routs superseded the festive suppers 
of the closes and wynds, and those who felt them- 
selves great folk when dwelling therein, appeared 
small enough in George Street or Charlotte 
Square. 
The New Town kept pace with the growing pros- 
perity of Scotland, and the Old, if unchanged in 
aspect, changed thoroughly as respects the character 
of its population. Nobles and gentlemen, men of 
nearly all professions, deserted one by one, and a 
flood of the lower, the humbler, and the plebeian 
classes took their places in close and wynd; and 
many a gentleman in middle life, living then perhaps 
in Princes Street, looked back with wonder and 
amusement to the squalid common stair in which 
he and his forefathers had been born, and where 
he had spent the earliest years of his life, 
Originally the houses of Craig's new city were 
all of one plain and intensely monotonous plan and 
elevation-three storeys in height, with a sunk 
area in front, enclosed by iron railings, with link 
extinguishers; and they only differed by the stone 
being more finely polished, as the streets crept 
westward, But during anum ber of years prior to 
18 4 0 , the dull unifornlity of the streets over the 
western half of the town had disappeared. 
Most of the edifices, all constructed as elegant 
and commodious dwelling-houses, are now en- 
larged, re-built, or turned into large hotels, shops, 
club-houses, insurance-offices, warehouses, and new 
banks, and scarcely an original house remains 
unchanged in Princes Street or George Street 
And this brings us now to the Edinburgh of 
modern intellect, power, and wealth, "At no 
period of her history did Edinburgh better deserve 
her complimentary title of the modern Athens 
than the last ten years of the eighteenth 
and the first ten years of the nineteenth century," 
says an English wliter. "She was then, not only 
nominally, but actually, the capital of Scotland, the 
city in which was collected all the intellectual life 
and vigour of the country. London then occupied 
a position of much less importance in relation to 
the distant parts of the empire than is now the 
case. Many causes ha"e contributed to bring 
about the change, of which the most prominent are 
the increased facilities for locomotion which have 
been introduced . various causes which 
contributed to increase the importance of pro- 
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vincial towns were combined in the case of Edin- I bench and bar were rendered illustrious by a number 
burgh. She was the titular capital of Scotland, and of men celebrated for their learning, eloquence, and 
as such, was looked up to with pride and venera- wit. She was the head-quarters of the Scottish 
tion by the nation at large, She was then the Church, whose pulpits and General Assembly were 
residence of many of the old Scottish nobility, and adorned by divines of great eminence and piety. 
the exclusion of the British from the Continent, Lastly, she was the chief seat of scholarship, and 
during a long, protracted war, made her, either for the chosen home of literature and science north of 
business, society, or education, the favourite resort the Tweed." 
of strangers. She was the head-quarters of the With the Edinburgh of those days and of the 
legal profession at a time when both the Scottish I present we have now to deal. 


CHAPTER XVII. 


PRINCES STREET, 


A Glance at Society-Change of Manners, &c,-The Irish Giants-Poole's Coffee.house-Shop of Constable & Co,-Weir's Museum, '794- 
The Grand Duke Nicholas-North British Insurance Life Association-Old Tax Office and New Club-Craig of Riccarton- U The 
\Vhite Rose of Scotland "-St. John's Chapel-Its Tower and Vaults, &c.-The Scott :Monument and its Museum-The Statues of Professor 
\\ïlson J Allan Ramsay, Adam Black, Sir James Simpson. and Dr. Livingstone-The General Improvements in Princes Street. 


I
 1774 a proposal to erect buildings on the south and Miss employs those heavy hours when she 
side of Princes Street-a lamentable error in taste I I is disengaged from public or private amusement:; 
it would have proved-led to an interdict by the in improving her mind from the precious stores of 
Court of Session, which ended in a reference to I a circulating library." In that year a regular cod,- 
the House of Lords, on which occasion Lord pit was built for cock-fighting, where all distinctions 
)Iansfield made a long and able speech, and the of rank and character were levelled, The weekly 
result was, that the amenity of Princes Street was concert of music began at seven o'clock, and 
maintained, and it became in time the magnificent mistresses of boarding-schools, &c., would not allow 
terrace we now find it. their pupils to go about unattended; whereas, 
Of the city in 1783 some glimpses are given us twenty years before .. young ladies might have 
in the" Letters ofTheophrastus," appended to the walked the streets in perfect security at all hours." 
second edition of "Arnot." In that year the In 1783 six criminals lay under sentence of death 
revenue of the Post Office was only ,;[40,000. in Edinburgh in one week, whereas in 17ó3 three 
There were four coaches to Leith, running every was an average for the whole kingdom in a year, 
half hour, and there were 1,268 four-wheeled car- A great number of the servant-maids still continued 
riages and 338 two-wheeled paying duty. The "their abhorrence of wearing shoes and stockings 
oyster-cellars had become numerous, and were in the morning." The Register House was un- 
places of fashionable resort. A maid-servant's I finished, "or occupied by pigeons only," and the 
wages were about ,;[4 yearly. In 1 7ó3 they wore Records" were kept in a dungeon called the Laigh 
plain cloaks or plaids; but in 1783 "silk, caps, I Parliament House." 
ribbons, ruffles, false,hair, and flounced petticoats," The High Street alone was protected by the 
In 17 83 a number of bathing-machines had been guard. The New Town to the north, and all the 
adopted at Leith. People of the middle class and streets and new squares to the south, were totally 
above it dined about four o'clock, after which no unwatched; and the soldiers of the guard still pre- 
business was done, and gentlemen were at no pains I served "the purity of their native Gaelic, so that 
to conceal their impatience till the ladies retired. few of the citizens understand, or are understood 
Attendance at church was much neglected, and I by them;" while the king's birthday and the last 
people did not think it "genteel" to take their night of the year were "devoted to drunkenness, 
domestics with them. "In 1783 the daughters outrage, and riot, instead of loyalty, peace, and 
even of tradesmen consume the mornings at the harmony," as of old. 
toilet (to which rouge is now an appendage) or in One of the earliest improvements in the extended 
strolling from the perfumer's to the milliner's. I royalty was lighting it with oil lamps; but in 
They would blush to be seen at market. The the Ad7'ertiser for [781) we are told that "while all 
cares of the family devolve upon a housekeeper, I strangers admire the beauty and regularity of the 
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New Town, they are surpri<;ed at its being so badly 
lighted and watched at night. The half of the 
North Bridge next the Old Town is well lighted, 
while the half next the New remains in total dark- 
ness. London and Westminster are lighted all the 
year through." Among the improvements in the 
same year, we read of two hackney-coach stands 
being introduced by the magistrates-one at St. 
Andrew's Church and anoth
r at the Register 
House; but sedans were then in constant use, and 
did not finally disappear till about 1850. 
"In Edinburgh there is no trade," wrote a 
German traveller-said to be M. Voght, of Ham- 
burg, in 1795 ; "but from this circumstance society 
is a gainer in point both of intelligence and of 
eloquence. It is but justice to a 
place in which I have spent one of the most agree- 
able winters of my life to declare, that nowhere 
more completely than there have I found realised 
my idea of good society, or met with a circle of men 
better informed, more amicable, greater lovers of 
truth, or of more unexceptionable integrity. During 
six months I heard no im'ectives uttered, no catch- 
ing at wit practised, no malignant calumnies in- 
vented or retailed; anù I seldom left a company 
without some addition to my knowledge or new 
incitements to philanthropy, To name and to 
describe the persons composing this society, and 
to introduce them to yon I' readers, is a pleasure 
which I cannot deny myself." 
Among those whom h
 met in the Edinburgh of 
that day M. Voght mentions Dugald Stewart, 
"the Bacon of l\[etaphysics "; Fraser Tytler, Lord 
Woodhouselee; Mackenzie, "The Man of Feel- 
ing ;" Drs. Black, Blair, l\[ umo, and Coventry the 
lecturer on agriculture; Professor Playfair, Dr. 
Gregory, and the amiable Sir William Forbes; 
Sir John Sinclair of Ulbster, and Colonel Dirom, 
the historian of Tippoo Sahib, and Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie; adding :-" What makes the society 
in Edinburgh particularly attractive is the crowd 
of Scotsmen who have been long in the East 
and West Indies, and have returned thither-old 
officers who have served in the army and navy, 
and all of whom in their youth have had the 
advantage of academical instruction." 
Lady Sinclair, he tells us, "is one of the prettiest 
women in all Scotland," and that Creech, the book- 
seller, was one of his "most valuable acquaint- 
ances." Among others, he enumerates Sir James 
Hall of Dunglass, Lords Eskgrove, Ancrum, and 
Fincastle, Professor Rutherford the botanist, Lord 
Monboddo, and many more, as those making up the 
circle of a delightful and intellectual society in a 
city, the population of which, including Leith, was 


then only 81,865, of whom 7,206 were in the New' 
Town. 
At the close of the century the first academy 
for classical education was opened there by 
William Laing, A.M" father of Alexander Gordon 
Laing, whose name is so mournfully connected 
with African discovery. In that establishment Mr, 
Laing laboured for thirty-two years, and was one of 
the most popular teachers of his day. 
In 181 I the population of the city and Leith 
had increased to 102,987, and exclusive of the 
latter it was 82,624. By 1881 the estimated 
population was 290,637. 
It was in the year 1805 that the Police Act for 
the city first came into operation, when John Tait, 
Esq., was appointed Judge of the Court. Prior 
to this the gu.udianship of the city had been en- 
tirely in the hands or the old Town Guard, which 
was then partially reduced, save a few who were- 
retained for limited and special service. The- 
Commissioners of Police first substituted gas for 
oil lamps; and in 1823 the papers announce that 
these officials had" fitted up 34:1 new gas pillars, 
chiefly in the New Town; they are in progress 
with other for::y-two, and have given orders for 
other 245 gas lights, chiefly in the Old Town. 
They are to sell the superseded lamp-irons and 
globes, from which they may realise !tbout Eßoo." 
By that time the last traces of ancient manners. 
had nearly departed. "The old claret-drinkers," 
says a writer in J 824, "are brought to nothing, and 
some of them are under the sod. The court 
dresses, in which the nobility and gentry appeared 
at the balls and first circles in Edinburgh, together 
with their dress swords or rapiers, are all . haTe 
hems,' for there has been introduced a half-dress, 
-and it is a half-dress: nay, some ladies make- 
theirs less than half; while the swords of the well- 
dressed men have been dropped for the .fist, and 
the dashing blades of the present day learn to mil/, 
to fib, and to floor, and to give a facer with their 
. mawlies,' and other equally gentleman-like ac- 
complishments." Elsewhere he says :-" To prove- 
the more tenacious adhesion of the Scotch to 
French manners and old fashions, I can assert that 
for one cocked hat which appeared in the streets of 
London within the last forty years, a dozen passed 
current in Auld Reekie." 
The houses first numbered in Princes Street 
were in the south portion, which caused the legal 
contention in J 774, and the continuation of which 
was so fortunately arrested by the Court of Session. 
and there the numbers run from 1 to 9. 
No.2 was occupied in q84 by Robertson, "a. 
ladies ' hairdresser," where, as per advertisement. 
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THE IRISH GIANTS. 
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two Irish giants-twin brothers-exhibited them- I inches high); and th
 lale Swedish giant will 
selves to visitors at a shilling per head, from four scarce admit of comparison." 
till nine every evening, Sundays excepted. "These I Of these Iri
h giants, whose ad, ent is among 
wonderful Irish giants are but twenty-three years the first notabilia of Princes Street, Kay gives 
of age, and measure nearly eight feet high," ac- I us a full-page drawing in his first volume, including, 
cording to the r:ewspapers. "These extraordinary by way of contrast, Lord Monboddo, Bailie Kr d , 
young men have had the honour to be seen by a wine merchant in the Candlemaker Row, who 
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ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE. (A/ter the Portra,t 6)' R=6u.....) 


their majesties and the royal family at Windsor, in died in 1810, Andrew Belli an engraver (who died 
November, 1783, with great applause, and likewise in Lauriston Lane in 1809), and others of very small 
by gentlemen of the faculty, Royal Society, and stature, 
other admirers of natural curiositYI who allow them In 18u this house and No. I were both hotels, 
to surpass anything of the kind ever offered (sic) to the former being named "The Crown," and from 
the public. Their address is singularly pleasing; . them both, the" Royal Eagle" and" Prince Regent" 
[heir persons truly shaped and proportioned to Glasgow stage-coaches started daily at 9 a.m. and 
their height, and afford an agreeable surprise.! 4 p,m. "every lawful day." 
They excel the famous Maximilian Miller, born in Taking the houses of note as they occur seriatim, 
1674, shown in London in 173j (six feet ten' the first on the north side, No. lo-for some time a 
{<.q, 
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OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


[Princes Street 


famous china emporium-has had many and various' highly as a master in the true science of the book- 
occup.lI1ts. In 17 8 3, and before that period, it was I seller. He was as bold as far-sighted, and his 
Poole's Coffee.house, and till the days of Waterloo disposition was as liberal as his views were 
was long known as a rendezvous for the many wide." 
military idlers who were then in Edinburgh-the In January, 1826, the public was astonished by 
veterans of Egypt, Walcheren, the Peninsula, and the bankruptcy at No. 10, Princes Street, when 
India-and for the officers of the strong garrison Constable's liabilities were understood to exceed 
maintained there till the general peace. In July, .;[25o,000-a failure which led to the insolvency 
17 8 3, by an advertisement, "Mathew Poole re- of Ballantyne and Co., and of Sir Walter Scott, 
turns his most grateful acknowledgments to the who was connected with them both; and when it 
nobility and gentry for their past favours, and begs became known that by bill transactions, &c., the 
leave respectfully to inform them that he has taken great novelist had rendered himself responsible for 
the whole of the apartments above his coffee-house, debts to the amount of .;[120,000, of which not 
which he has fitted up in the neatest and most above a half were actually incurred by himself. 
genteel m,.l11ner as a hotel. The airiness of the Constable's failure was the result of that of :\Iessrs, 
situation and the convenience of the lodgings, Hunt, Robinson, and Co., of London, who had 
which are perfectly detached from each other, suspended payment of their engagements early in 
render it very proper for families, and the ad\'an- the January of the same fatal year. 
tage of the coffee-house and tavern adjoining must At the time of his bankruptcy Constable was 
make it both convenient and agreeable for single meditating a series of publications, which afterwards 
gentlemen," were issued unùer the title of "Constable's :\Iis- 
In the Post Office Directory for 181 I, Nos, 3 and cellany," the precursor of that now almost universal 
I4 appear as thE hotels of Walker and Poole; the system of cheap publishing which renders the 
latter is now, and has been for many years, a por- present era one as much of reprint as of original 
tion of the great establishment of Messrs. William publication; but soon after its commencement he 
Renton and Co, was attacked by a former disease, dropsy, and died 
When, in the summer of 1822, Mr. Archibald on the 21st of July, r827, in the fifty-third year of 
Constable, the eminent publisher , returned from his age. His portrait by Raeburn is one of the 
London to Edinburgh, he remo\'ed his establish- most successful likenesses of him. 
ment from the Old Town to the more commodious No. 16, farther westward, was, in 1794, occu- 
and splendid premises, No, 10, Princes Street, pied as Weir's Museum, deemed in its time a 
which he had acquired by purchase from the con- wonderful collection ., of quadrupeds, birds, fishes, 
nections of his second marriage, and in that year insects, shells, fossils, minerals, petrifactions, and 
he was included among the justices of the peace I anatomical preparations . , . . ., One cannot 
for the city. " Though with a strong dash of the I help," says Kincaid, " admiring the birds from Port 
sanguine," says Lockhart-" without which, indeed, Jackson, New South Wales, for the extreme beauty 
there can be no great projector in any walk of life- of their plumage; their appearance otherwise ex- 
Archibald Constable was one of the most sagacious hibits them as not deprived of life." 
persons that ever îollowed his profession. It is of this collection that Lord Gardenston
 
Indeed, his fair and handsome physiognomy carried wrote, in his" Travelling :\Iemoranda" :_" I can- 
a bland astuteness of e).pression not to be mistaken not omit to observe that in the whole course of 
by anyone who could read the plainest of nature's my travels I have nowhere seen the preservation 
handwriting. He made no pretensions to litera- of quadrupeds, birds, fishes, and insects executed 
ture, though he was, in fact, a tolerable judge of it with such art and taste as by Mr. Alexander Weir 
generally, and particularly well skilled in the de-I of Edinburgh, He is a most ingenious man, and 
partment of Scotch antiquities. He distrusted him- I certainly has not hitherto been so much encouraged 
self, however, in such matters, being conscious that by the public as his merit desen'es." 
his early education had been very imperfect; and, No. 27, a comer house, was in 1789 the 
moreover, he wisely considered the business of a abode of the Honourable Henry Erskine, who 
critic quite as much out of his proper line as figures prominently in the remarkable collection of 
authorship itself. But of that' proper line , ' and I Kay; and in the same year 
o. 47 was occupied 
his own qualifications for it, his estimation was by Lady Gordon of Lesmore, in the county of 
ample; and as often as I may have smiled at the I Aberdeen. an old family, created baronets in 162 5. 
lofty serenity of his self-complacence. I confess It now forms a portion of the great premises 
that I now doubt whether he rated himself too: of Messrs. Charles Jenner & Co. Mr. Jenner is 
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CRAIG OF RICCARTOX. 
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brother of Sir William Jenner, Bart, the eminent Club, a large and elegant edifice, with a handsome 
physician, I Tuscan doorway and projecting windows, erected 
Princes Street contains most of the best-stocked, by an association of Scottish nobles and gentle- 
highest-rented, and most handsome business pre- men for purposes similar to those of the clubs at 
mises and shops in the city. From its magnificent I the west end of London. 
situation it is now, þar excdl<11ce, the street for No. 91, \\hich is now occupied as an hotel, was 
hotels; and as a proof of the value of property the residence of the aged Robert Craig, Esq'l of 
there, two houses, Xos. 49 and 62, were pub- Riccarton, of whom K.ay gives us a portrait, seated 
lidy sold on the 12th of .February, 1879, for at the door thereof, with his long staff and broad- 
,/;26,000 and '/;24,500 respectively. brimmed , low-crowned hat, while his faithful 
X o. 53 at an early period became the Royal attendant, "ïlliam Scott, is seen behind, carefully 
Hotel. In December, I 8 I 7, when it was possessed taking" tent" of his old master from the dining- 
by a 
Ir. :\Iacculloch, the Grand Duke 
icholas, room window. 
Ir. Craig had been in early life a 
brother of Alexander I., Emperor of Russia, re- I great pedestrian, but as age came upon him his 
sided there with a brilliant suite, including Baron walks were limited to the mile of Princes Street, 
!'icolai, Sir William Congreve, Count Kutusoff, and after a time he would but sit at his door and 
and Dr. Crichton-the latter a native of the city, enjoy the summer breeze, He wore a plain coat 
who died so lately as 1856. He was a member of without any collar, a stock in lieu of a neckcloth, 
the Imperial Academy of St, Petersburg and that of knee-breeches, rough stockings, and enormous brass 
Natural History at Moscow, K,G.C. of St. Anne shoe-buckles. He persisted in wearing a hat with 
and St. Vladimir. He was a grandson of Crichton I a narrow brim when cod..ed-hats were the fashion 
of \roodhouselee and Xe\\ington. A guard of the in Edinburgh, until he was so annoyed by boys 
92nd Gordon Highlanders was mounted on the that he adopted the hearl-dress in which he is 
hotel, and the Grand Duke ha\ ing expressed a I drawn by K.ay, He always used a whistle in the 
wish to see the regiment-the costume of which I ancient manner, and not a bell, to summon his 
had greatly impressed him-it was paraded before servant. He died on the 13th of March, 1823. 
him for that purpose on the 2 znd of December, I Pursuant to a deed of entail, 1\1r. James Gibson, \r.S. 
on which occasion he expressed his high admiration (afterwards Sir James Gibson-Craig, Bart., of 
of the corps. Riccarton and Ingliston), succeeded to the estate, 
Ko. 6-1- is now the Korth British and Mer- and assumed the name and arms of Craig; but the 
can tile Insurance Company, established in 1809, house, No, 91, went to Colonel Gibson. 
and incorporated by royal charter, with the Duke The record of his demise in the papers of the 
of Roxburgh for its present pre"ident, and the time is not without interest :-" Died at his house 
Dukes of Sutherland and Abercorn, as vice-presi- in Princes Street (No. 91), on the 13th March, in 
dents. A handsome statue of St. Andrew, the the 93rd year of his age, Robert Craig, Esq" of 
patron of Scotland, on his peculiar cross, adorns Riccarton, the last male heir of Sir Thomas Craig 
the front of the building, and is a conspicuous of Riccarton, the great feudal lawyer of Scotland. 
object from the street and opposite gardens, Mr. Craig was admitted ad\'ocate in 1754, and \\as 
The Life Association of Scotland, founded in one of the Commissaries of Edinburgh, the duties 
1839, occupies No. 82. It is a magnificent of which situation he e'(ecuted to the entire satis- 
palatial edifice, erected in 1855-8, after designs by faction of every one connected \\ith it. He resigned 
Sir Charles Barry and Mr. David Rhind, and the office many years ago, and has long been the 
consists of three double store) s in florid Roman I senior member of the Faculty of Advocates. It 
style, the first being rusticated Doric, the second I is a remarkable circumstance that his father's elder 
Ionic, and the third Corinthian. O\-er its \\ hole I brother succeeded to the estate of Riccarton in 
front it exhibits a great profusion of ornament-so January, 168[, so that there has been only one 
great, indeed , as to make its appearance somewhat descent in the family for 142 years." 
hea\y. I Xo. 100, now occupied as an hotel, was for 
In 181 I, and before that period, the Tax Office many years the house of Lady :\Iary Clerk of 
occupied No. 8-1-. The Comptroller in those Pennicuick, knO\\n as "The White Rose of Scot- 
da}S was Henry 1\1ackenLÍe, author of the" :\Ian land." 
of Feeling," who obtained that lucrati\'e appoint- This lady, \\hose maiden name was Dacre, \\as 
ment from 1\Ir. Pitt, on the recommendation of the daughter of a gentleman in Cumberland, and 
Lord 
Ielville and \\Ir, George Rose, in 180+ came into the world in that memorable year when 
With Xo. 85, it now fonus the site of the Xew I the Highland army was in possession of Carlisle, 
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While her mother was still confined to bed a 
Highland party, under a chieftain of the Macdonald 
cl.1n, came to her house, but the commander, on 
learning the circumstances, not only chivalrously 
restrained his men from levying any contribution, 
but took from his bonnet his own white rose or 
cockade, and pinned it on the inf.J.nt's breast, 
., that it might protect the household from any 
trouble by others. This rosette the lady kept to 
her dying day." In after years she became the 
wife of Sir James Clerk of Pennicuick, Dart., and 
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[Princes Streeta 


who became wife of Hugh, third Viscount Prim- 
rose, in whose house in London the loyal Flora 
M.lcdonald found a shelter after liberation from 
the long confinement she underwent for her share 
in promoting the escape of the prince, who had 
given it to her as a souvenir at the end of his 
perilous wanderings. 
In the EdÙzhtrgh Obstrl1cr of 1822 it is 
recorded that when George IV. contemplated his 
visit to Scotland, he expressed a wish to have 
some relic of the unfortunate prince, on which 
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from time to time, on special occasions, always Lady Clerk commissioned Sir Walter Scott to 
wore this white rose of the house of Stuart. present him with the travelling case, which he 
Another and more valuable relic of the '45 accordingly did on the king's arrival in Leith Roads, 

ame into her possession-the pocket-knife, fork, when he went off to the royal yacht to present him 
.and spoon which Prince Charles used in all his with the silver cross badge, the gift of "the ladies 
marches and subsequent wanderings. The case is of Scotland." 
a small one, covered with black shagreen; for From the king, the case, with its contents, passed 
portability, the knife, fork, and spoon are made to to the ;\farquis of Conyngham, and from him to 
screw upon handles, so that the three articles form his son }\Ibert, first Lord Londesborough, anù they 
six pieces for close packing. They are all engraved are now preserved with great care amidst the 
with an ornament of thistle-leaves, and the fork valuable collection of ancient plate and biiollt
rze at 
and spoon have the prince's initials, c. s: all have Grimston Park, Yorkshire. (" Book of Days.") 
the Dutch plate stamp, showing that they were Sir Walter Scott was a frequent visitor at 
manufacturel in Holland, I No, 100, Princes Street, as he was on intimate 
It is supposed that this case, with its contents, terms with Lady Clerk, who died several years 
-came to Lady Mary Clerk through Miss Drelin- ; after the king's vi<;it, having attained a green old 
court, d:mghter of the Dean of Annagh, in Ireland, age. Till past her eightieth year she ret.lined an 
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LADY CLERK. 


1.!5 


erect and alert carriage, together "ith some old- The Cniversity Club, to the westward, was J 
f.lshioned peculiarities of costume, which made her erected in 1866-7, from designs by Peddie and 
one of the most noted street figun:s of her time. Kinnear, in an ornate Italian style, with Grecian 
The editor of .. The Book of Days" says that decoration, at the cost of L 1-t,000, and has ample 
he is enabled to recall a walk he had one day with I accommodation for 650 members. The ne\\ Con- 

ir Walter, ending in Constable's shop, X o. 10, servative Club, a minor edifice, stands a little to 
.Princes Street, .1 when Lady Clerk was purchasing the east of it. 
some books at a side counter. ::;ir \Valter, passing Nos. 129 and 130 are now extensive shop- 
through to the stairs by which 
lr, Constable's premises. In 1811 the former was the residence 
room was reached, did not recognise her ladyship, of Sir Alexander Charles Gibson-:\Iaitland of 
\\'ho, catching sight of him as he was about to Clifton Hall, in Lothian, the first baronet of the 
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PRJ'ICE
 STREET, LOOKING WEST. (From a PIw/ogTaþ" by G W. Wilson and Co.) 


ac;cend, called out, "Oh, Sir Walter t are you really name, who died in 1820; and in No. 136 dwelt 
going to pass me?' He immediately turned to 1\Ir. Henry Siddons of the Theatre Royal. 
make his usual cordial greetings, and apologised No, 146 was latterly the Osborne Hotel, which 
"ith demurely waggish reference to her odd dress: was nearly destroyed by fire in 1879. In the 
· I'm sure, my lady, by this time I might know following year it was opened as the Scottish 

'our back as we1\ as your face.'" Liberal Club, inaugurated by the Right Hon. 
No. 10-t is now connected with the first attempt \Y. E. Gladstone, M.P. for )[idlothian, 
in arcades in Edinburgh, It forms a sikstorey At the extreme west end of the street, and at its 
edifice, comprising an hotel, and is an elegant glass- junction" ith the Lothian Road, stands St. John's 
roofed bazaar hall, 105 feet long by 30 feet high. Episcopal Chapel, erected in 1817, after a design I 
It was completed in 1876. In 1830, No. 105 I in the somewhat feeble modern Gothic of that day, 
was tl.e residence of the Honourable Baron Clerk by William Burn, though mode1\ed from and par- 
Rattray. It is now a warehouse; and some fifteen tia1\y detailed after St, George's Chapel at Windsor. 
Yf>ars before thJ.t, 1'0, 110 was the residence of It is an oblong edifice, consisting of a nave and 
Drummond of Blair Drummond, It is now aisles, 113 feet lung by 62 feet wide, and has at its 
Tarlor's Repository, Drummor:d of Gairdrum western extremity a square pinnacled tower, 120 
occupied 1'0. 1 17, feet high. The \\ hole cost, at first, about L 1 8,000. 
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The tower, as originally designed, terminated in magnificent hospital which bears his name; the 
an open lantern, but this fell during a tempest of Rev. Andrew Tbomson, first minister of St. George's 
wind in January, 1818. In a letter to his friend, Church in Charlotte Square, in his day one of the 
Willie Laidlaw, Sir Walter Scott refers to the event I most popular of the city clergy; Sit William 
thus :-" I had more than an anxious thought Hamilton, professor of moral philosophy in the 
about you all during the gale of wind. The Gothic I university, and a philosopher of more than 
pinnacles were blown from the top of Bishop European name; Catherine Sinclair, the novelist; 
Sandford's Episcopal chapel at the end of Princes I.\Iaevey Napier, who succeeded Lord Jeffrey as 
Street, and broke through the roof and flooring, editor of the EdÙlbltrgh Re;:oie'it', and, together 
doing great damage. This was sticking the horns with James Browne, LL.D., conducted the seventh 
of the mitre into the belly of the church. The: edition of the "Encyclopædia Britannica"; Sir 
devil never 50 well deserved the title of Prince of William Arbuthnot, who was Lord Provost in 
Power of the Air since he has blown down this I 1823; Mrs. Sligo of Inziev::.r, the sister of Sir 
handsome church, and left the ugly mass of new James Outram, "the Bayard of India"; and many 
buildings standing on the X orth Bridge.'" more of note. 
The bishop referred to was the Rev. Daniel Sand- N early opposite is a meagre and somewhat 
ford, father of the accomplished Greek scholar, Sir obstructive edifice of triangular form, kno\\n as 
Daniel Keyte Sandforrl, D.C.L., who was born at the Sinclair Fountain, erected in 18 59 at the 
Edinburgh in February, 1798, and received all the I expense of :\liss Catherine Sinclair, the novelist, 
rudiments of his education under the venerable and daughter of the famous Sir John Sinclair of 
prelate, who died in 18 3 0 . I Ulbster, a lady distinguished for her philanthropy, 
The interior 
f St. ,John's Church i
 beauti
ul, I and is one of the merÏ.10rials of her benefactions 
and presents an Imposmg appearance; It contam5 to the city. 
a very fine organ, and is adorned with richly-I Among the many interesting features in Princes 
coloured stained-glass \\ indows. The great eastern Street are its monuments, and taken seriatim, 
window, which is thirty feet in height, contains the I according to their dates, the first-and first also in 
figures of the twelve apostles, by Eggington of I consequence and magnificence-is that of Sir '''alter 
Birmingham, acquired in 18 7 I. There is also Scott. This edifice, the design for which, by G. 
a magnificent reredos, designed by Peddie and 1 M. Kemp (who lost his life in the canal by 
Kinnear. drowning ere its completion), was decided by the 
In this church ministered for years the late Dean committee on the 30th of April, 18-t0, bears a 
Ramsay, the ge,nial-
earted author of, " Remini- I general resemblance to the most 
plendid exampl,es 
scences of ScottIsh LIfe and Character.' A small of monumental crosses, though It far excels all Its 
cemetery, with two rows of ornamented burial predecessors in its beauty and vast proportions, 
vaults, adjoins the south side of this edifice, the being 180 feet in height, and occupying a square 
view of which is very striking from the West area of 55 feet at its base. 
Churchyard. In these vaults and the little I The foundation stone was laid in 1840, and in it 
cemetery repose the remains of many persons was deposited a plate, bearing the following 
eminent for rank and talent. Among them are inscription by Lord Jeffrey, remarkable for its 
the prince of Scottish portrait painters, Sir Henry teTIor:- 
Raeburn, th,e Rev. Archibald Alison, t
e wel.l-I "
his Graven Plate, deposited in the 
ase of a votive 
known essaYIst on " Taste," Dr. Pultney AlIson, hIs buildmg on the fifteenth day of August, m the year of 
tldest son, and brother of the historian, Sir Archi- I Christ 1840, alllllln'{T IIkdy to see the light agai1l till all the 
LaId. The Doctor was professor successively of surroundi1lg structures. have C1'U"
bled to dust by the 
ecay 01 
. " . .. time, or by humall or f/emmtal Vlol"llc,', may then testIfy to a 
tl1e theory and practIce of phYSIC m the ul1lv
rSIt!, distant posterity that his countrymen began on that day to 
author of several works of great authonty m raise an effigy and architectnral monnment, TO THE MDIORV 
medical science, and was one of the most phiI:m-1 OF SIR WALTER SCOTT, HART., "hose admirable writing, 
thropic men that ever adorned the medica: pro- "ere then 
lIowed to have given more delig?t and suggested 
l" . Ed ' b h h . t h b better feehng to a larger cia" of readers m every rank of 
lesslOn even m m urg , were I as ever een , , h . f 
'. . . society, than those of any other anthor, WIt the exceptIon 0 
pre-emmently noble t
 all works of chanty 
 and he Shakespeare alone, and which were therefore thonght likely 
was the able antagonIst of Dr. Chalmers 111 ad\ 0- 1 to be remembered long after this act of gratitude on the part 
cating the enforcement of a compulsory assessment of the first generation of his admirers should be forgotten. 
for the support of the poor in opposition to the "HE WAS HORN AT EDlNHl'RGH, 15TH AUGUST, 1771,,, 
D ' I AKD DIED AT ABHOTSFORD, 21ST SEPTE
{HER, 1832, 
octor s \'0 l1ntary one. 
There, too, lie James Donaldson, founder of the Engr.\\'ings ha\'e ma,je us f.\miliar with the 
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features of this beautiful and imposing structure, 
 chisel of Sir John Steel, procured at the cost of 
the design of a self-taught Scottish artisan. The /;2,000, was inaugurated under the central arches 
four principal arches supporting the central tower in 18 4 6 . 
resemble those beneath the rood-tower of a cruci- Sir Walter is represented sitting with a Border 
fJrm church, while the lower arches in the dia- plaid over his left shoulder, and his favourite high- 
gona! abutments, with their e'í:quisitely-cut details, land staghound, Maida, at his right foot. 
resemble the narrow north aisle of Melrose. A staircase in the interior of the south-west 
The groined roof over the statue is of the same cluster of pillars leads to the series of galleries to 
design as the roof of the choir of that noble abbey which visitors are admitted on the modest payment 
church so much frequented and so enthusiasti- of twopence. It also gives access to the Museum 
cally admired by Sir "'alter, The pillars, canopies I room, which occupies the body of the tower, and 
of niches, pinnacles, and other details, are chiefly therein a number of interesting relics were 
copied from the same ruin, and magnificent views' deposited at its inauguration in April, 18 79, 
of the city in every direction are to be had from These are too numerous to give in detail, but 
its lofty galleries. among them may be mentioned a statuette of Sir 
It cost /;15,650, and from time to time statu- Walter, by Steel, a bust of George Kemp, the ill- 
ettes of historical and other personages who figure fated architect, with his first pencil sketch of the 
in the pages of Scott have been placed in its monument, and a number of models and paintings 
numerous niches. Among these are Prince Charles of historical interest; and on the walls are placed 
Edward, who directly faces Princes Street, in the eight alto-relievo portraits in bronze (by J. 
Highland dress, with a hand on his sword; the Hutchison, R.S.A.) of Scottish characters of 
Lady of the Lake; the Last 
Iinstrel and :Meg mark, including James V., James YL, Queen 

Ierrilies-these are respectively on the four 
Iary, John Knox, George Buchanan, the. Regent 
centres of the first gallery; Mause Headrigg, I Moray, the Marquis of )Iontrose, and Charles L 
Dominie Sampson, J\Ieg Dods, and Dandie In the collection are some valuable letters in 
Dinmont, are respectively on the south, the west, the handwriting of Sir Walter Scott; and the walls 
the north, and the east, of the fourth gallery; King are adorned with some of the okl flint muskets, 
J ames VI., ßlagnus Troil, and Halbert Glendin- swords, and drums of the ancient City Guard. 
ning, occupy the upper tier of the south-west The statue of Professor John "ïlson, "Chris- 
buttress; Minna Troil, George Heriot, and Bailie topher North," at the western corner of the East 
Nicol Jarvie, are on the lower tier of it; Amy I Gardens, is the result of a subscription raised 
Robsart, the Earl of Leicester, and Baron shortly after his death in 1854. A committee for 
Rradwardine, are on the upper tier of the north- the purpose was appointed, consisting of the Lord 
west buttress; Halo' the ',"ynd, the Glee )Iaiden, I Justice General (afterwards Lord Colonsay), Lord 
and Edith of Lorn, are on the lower tier thereof; Nea\'es, Sir John Watson Gordon, and others, 
Edie Ochiltree, King Robert I., and Old Mortality, I and three rears after Sir John Steel executed the 
are on the upper tier of the north-east buttress; statue, which is of bronze, and is a fine representa- 
Flora Mad vor, Jeanie Deans, and the Laird of tion of one who is fresh in the recollection of 
Dumhiedykes, are on the lower tier of it; the I thousands of his countrymen. The careless ease 
Sultan Saladin, Friar Tuck, and Richard Cæur de I of the professor's ordinary dress is adopted; a 
Lion, are on the upper tier of the south-east but- plaid which he was in the habit of wearing 
tress; and Rebecca the Jewess, Diana Vernon, and supplies the drapery, and the lion-like head and 
Queen Mary, are on its lower tier. face, full of mental and muscular power, thrown 
On the capitals and pilasters supporting the roof slightly upward and backward, e"-press genius, 
are some exquisitely cut heads of Scottish poets: while the figure, tall, massive, and athletic, corres- 
those of Robert Burns, Robert Fergusson, James ponds to the elevated expression ofthe countenance. 
Hogg, and Allan Ramsay, are on the west front; At its inauguration the Lord President Inglis said, 
those of George Buchanan, Sir David Lindsay, happily, that there was "in John Wilson every 
Robert Tannahill, and Lord Byron, are on the I element which gives a man a claim to this per- 
south front; those of Tobias Smollett, James sonal form of memorial-namely, great genius, 
Beattie, James Thomson, and John Home, adorn distinguished patriotism, and the stature anrl 
the east front; those of Queen l\Iary, King James figure of a demi-god." To his contemporaries 
I., King James V., and Drummond of Hawthorn- this statue vividly recalls \\ïlson in his every-day 
den, are on the north front. aspect, as he was wont to appear in his class- 
The white marble statue of Scott, from the room or on the platform in the fen-our of his 
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fiery oratory; and to succeeding times it will 
preserve a vivid "representation of one who, 
apart from all his other c1aims to such com- 
memoration, was universally recognised as one 
of the most striking, poetic, and noble-looking men 
of his time." 
About the same period there was inaugurated at 


erected by the late Lord Murray, a descendant and 
representative of Ramsay's. It rises from a pedes- 
tal, containing on its principal siùe a medallion 
portrait of Lord Murray, and on the reverse side 
one of General Ramsay (Allan's grandson), on the 
west one of Mrs. Ramsay, and on the east similar 
representations of the gener.ll's two daughters. 
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DEAN RAMSAY. (From a Plwtog-raþh by /0"" Moffat.) 


the eastern corner of the West Gardens a white I Lady Campbell and Mrs. Malcolm. "Thus we 
marble statue of Allan Ramsay. A memorial find," says Chambers, "owing to the esteem which 
of the poet was suggested in the Scots ltfa!;azine I genius ever commands, the poet of the Gmtle 
as far back as 1810. and an obelisk to his memory, I Shepherd in the immortality of marble, surrounded 
known as the Ramsay monument, was erected near by the figures of relatives and descendants who so 
Pennicuick, nearly a century before that time. acknowleriged their aristocratic rank to be inferior 
The marble statue is from the studio of Sir John to his, derived from mind alone." 
Steel, and rather grotesquely represents the poet I N ext in order was erected, in (877, the statue to 
with the silk nightcap worn by gentlemen of his the late Adam Black, the eminent publisher, who 
time :is a emporary suh
titute for the wig, and was. represented the city in Parliament, held many 
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studio of his friend, William Brodie, R.S.A., and 
is admitted by all to be an excellent likeness, 
but is unfortunately placed as regards light and 
shadow. 
Another monument erected in these gardens of 
Princes Street is the bronæ statue of Dr. Living- 
stone, which was inaugurated in August, 1876. 
It is from the hands of .Mrs. D. O. Hill (widow of 
the well-known artist of that name), sister of Sir 
Noel Paton. It has the defect of being-though 
an admirable likeness of the great explorer-far too 
small for the place it occupies, and is more suitable 
for the vestibule of a public building. 
In the spring of 1877 great improvements were I 
begun in this fan10us street. rrhese included the \ 
1',1 
widening of the foot pavement along the north ALLAN RAMSAY'S STArUE. 
sirle by fou
 feet, the removal of the no
th line of, . . 
tramway raIls to the south of the prevIous south m breadth, slightly hollowed on the surface, have 
lire, the consequent inclusion of a belt of gardens I been laid down, the water in which is carried 
about ten feet broad , the shifting of the parapet into the main sewers by surface gratings, placed at 
wall with its iron railing ten feet back, and the suitable intervals along the whole line of this mag- 
er
ction of an ornamental rail along the whole line I nificent street. 
J 


municipal offices, and was twice Lord Provost. It 
is from the stud;o of John Hutchison, R.S,A. In 
:he same year there was placed in West Gardens 
the bronze statue of the great and good phy- 
sician, Sir J.lmes Simpson, Bart. It is from the 



.., 


I 
. j 
to 
\ 
... 


I 


'I 


.#i 
.

I 
-- 
I 
--:flI 


- 
- 
. 



- 


· Ii 


Jot!. WIUO. 


........_,.... 
"'r......_. 


I I 


I " 
.- 



 


. 

., 


j 
lMül 


-,.1 


'.''''11Þt'll 


---- 


I" 



 


-=- 


= -=-
 
- -- 



 


PROFESSOR WILSON'S STATUE. 


of gardens ahout two feet from the north edge of 
the sloping bank, at the estimated cost of about 
..;(6,084 from St. Andrew Street to Hanover Street, 
and ..;(12,160 from thence to Hope Street. 
The width of the new carfiage-way is sixty-eight 
feet, as compared with some fifty-seven feet before 
these improvements commenced, while the breadth 
of the pavement on the south side has been 
increased from seven and nine feet, to a unifonn 
breadth of twelve feet, and that on the north to 
eighteen feet. The contract price of the carriage 
road was ..;(20,000, a fourth of which was payable 
by the Tramway Company and the remainder by 
the Town Council. 
Some idea of the extent of this undertaking may 
be gathered from the fact that about one million of 
whinstone blocks, nine inches in length, seven 
in depth, and three thick, have been used in con- 
nection with the re-paving of the thoroughfaTe , 
which is now the finest in the three kingdoms. 
On either side of the street square dressed channel 
stones, from three to four feet in length by one foot 


- 
.1 

 
l I " 
'I" 
'/ 4 
, 
 'I 


J .J.
 ' 
, "'r'
 II 



 
11 ....... 


" ---- 
......J 


,
I 
'h I, 
""f II
 "j' 


h r 
&; ï'" :, ,
- 
r!i!-
 
J-= " A
j;:
III
.' t 
 
1 ("01'", ,M_....II' 
\" J'."'
_' .,.,..;;, 
- .r 


--- 



The West Churcn.l 


MR. RUB
RT PUNT. 


13 1 


CHAPTER XVIII. 
THE CHURCH OF ST. CUTHBERT. 


History and Antiquity-Old Views of it Described-First Protestant Incumbents-The Old Manse-Old Communion Cups-Pillaged by Cromwell 
-Ruined by the Siege of 168 9, and again in 174S-Deaths of Mess... l\IcVicar and Pitcairn-Early Body-snatche..- _Demolition of the Old 
Church-Erection of the New-Case of Heart-burial-Old Tombs and Vaults-The Nisbe's of Dean-Tho Old POOl House-Kirkbraehead 
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IN the hollow or vale at the end of which the North 
Loch lay there stands one of the most hideous 
churches in Edinburgh, known as the West Kirk, 
occupying the exact site of the Culdee Church of 
St. Cuthbert, the parish of which was the largest 
in Midlothian, and nearly encircled the whole of 
the city without the walls. Its age was greater than 
that of any record in Scotland. It was supposed 
to have been built in the eighth century, and was 
dedicated to St. Cuthbert, the Bishop of Durham, 
who died on the 20th of March, 68 7. 
In Gordon of Rothiemay's bird's-eye view it 
appears a long, narrow building, with one transept 
or aisle, on the south, a high square tower of three 
storeys at the south-west corner, and a belfry. 
The burying-ground is square, with rows of trees 
to the westward, On the south of the burying- 
ground is a long row of two-storeyed houses, with a 
gate leading to the present road west of the Castle 
rock, and another on the north, leading to the 
pathway which yet exists up the slope to Princes 
Street, from which point it long was known as the 
Kirk Loan to Stockbridge. 
A view taken in 1772 represents it as a curious 
assortment of four barn-like masses of building, 
having a square spire of five storeys in height in 
the centre, and the western end an open ruin- 
the western kirk-with a bell hung on a wooden 
frame. Northward lies the bare open expanse, or 
ridge, whereon the first street of the new town was 
built. 
After the Reformation the first incumbent settled 
here would seem to have been a pious tailor, named 
William Harlow, who was born in the city about 
15 00 , but fled to England, where he obtained 
deacon's orders and became a preacher during the 
reign of Edward VI. On the death of the latter, 
and accession of 1\Iary, he wa" compelled to seek 
æfuge in Scotland, and in 1556 he began "pub- 
licly to exhort in Edinburgh," for which he was 
excommunicated by the Catholic authorities, whose 
days were numbered now; and four years after, 
when installed at St. Cuthbert's, 1\11. Harlow at- 
tended the meeting of the first General Assembly, 
held in Edinburgh on the 20th of December, 15 60 . 
He died in 1578, but four years before that event 
Mr. Robert Pont, afterwards an eminent judge and 


miscellaneous writer, was ordained to the ministry 
of St. Cuthbert's in his thirtieth year, at the time 
he was, with others, appointed by the Assembly 
to revise all books that were printed and published, 
About the same period he drew up the CaiendaT, 
and framed the rule to understand it, for Arbuthnot 
and Bassandyne's famous edition of the Bible. In 
157 1 he had been a Lord of Session and Provost 
of the Trinity College. 
On Mr. Pont being transferred in 15 82 , Mr. 
Nicol Dalgleish came in his place; but the former, 
being unable to procure a stipend, returned to his 
old charge, conjointly with his successor. When 
J ames V I. insidiously began his attempts to intro- 
duce Episcopacy, Mr. Pont, a zealous defender of 
Presbyterianism, with two other ministers, actually 
repaired to the Parliament House, with the design 
of protesting for the rights of the Church in the face 
of the Estates; but finding the doors shut against 
them, they repaired to the City Cross, and when 
the obnoxious "Black Acts" were proclaimed, pub. 
licly denounced them, and then fled to England, 
followed by most of the clergy in Edinburgh, 
Meanwhile Nicol Dalgleish, for merely praying 
for them, was tried for his life, and acquitted, but 
he was indicted anew for corresponding with the 
rebels, because he had read a letter which one of 
the banished ministers had sent to his wife. For 
this fault sentence of death was passed upon him; 
but though it was not executed, by a refinement of 
cruelty the scaffold on which he eJ\.pected to die was 
kept standing for several weeks before the windows 
of his prison. 
While Mr. Pont remained a fugitive, William 
Aird, a stonemason, "an extraordinary witness, 
stirred up by God," says Calderwood, " and 
married, learned first of his wife to speak English," 
was appointed, in the winter of 1 584, colleague to 
1\1r, Dalgleish, who, on the return of 1\Ir, Pont in 
15 8 5, "was nominated to the principality of Aber- 
deen," 
Pont's next colleague was Mr. Aird. Aware 
of the ignorance of most of their parishioners con- 
cerning the doctrines of the Protestant faith, and 
that many had no faith whatever, they offered to 
devote the forenoon of every Thursday to public 
t-:aching, and to this end a meeting was held 0'1 
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J the 27th October, 1592, by "the haill elderes, dea- I which, when the present edifice was built, was re- 
cones, and honest men of ye parochin .' . moved to the Rev. 1\1r. Williamson's tomb on the 
quha hes agreit, all in ane voice, that in all tymes I ' high ground, in which position it yet remains. 
coming, th.lir be ane preaching everie Thursday, His colleague, 1\1r. Aird, survived him but a few 
.and that it begin at nyne hours in ye morning, and months, and their successors, 1\1essrs. Dickson and 
ye officer of ye kirk to gang with ye bell at aught I Arthur, became embroiled with the Assembly in 
hours betwi\.t the Bow Fut and the Toun-end." I 1619 for celebrating communion to the people 
This Thursday sermon was kept up until the mid- seated at a table, preventing them from kneding, 
die of the eighteenth century. The" toun-end" is I as superstitious and idolatrous, Mr. Dickson was 
supposed to mean Fountain ßriòge, sometimes of I ordereò "to enter his person in ward within the 
old called the Causeway-end, Castle of Dumbarton," and Mr, Arthur to give 
In 1589 the Kirk Session ordained that none in communion to the people on their knees; but he 
the parish should have "yair bairnes" baptised, I and the people declined to "comply with a prac- 
admitted to marri
ge, repentance, or alms, but tice so nearly allied to popery." 1\1r, Dickson was 
diose who could repeat the Lord's Prayer, the expelled in 1620, but Mr. Arthur was permitted to 
Belief, and the Commandments, and "gif ane remain. Among those who were sitters in the 
compt yair of, quhen yai ar examinet, and yis to be church at this time were William Napier, of the 
publishit in ye polpete." In the following year a I Wrytes house, and his more illustrious kinsman, 
copy of the Confession of Faith and the National John Napier, of 1\1erchiston, the inventor of 10- 
Covenant was subscribed by the whole parish, garithms, whose" dasks," or seats, seem to have 
From the proximity of the church to the castle, been close together. 
in the frequent sieges sustained by the latter, the The old church, like that of Duddingstone, was 
former suffered considerably, particularly after the I furnished with iron jougs, in which it appears that 
invention of artillery. At the Reformation it had Margaret Dalgleish was compelled to figure on the 
a roof of thatch, probably replacing a former one 23rd of April, 1612, for her scandalous behaviour; 
of stone. The thatch was renewed in 1590, and I and in 1622, John Reid, "poltriman," was publicly 
new windows and a loft were introduced; two rebuked in church for plucking "geiss upon the 
parts of the expense were borne by the parish, the Lord his sabbath, in tyme of sermon." 
other by AJam, Bishop of Orkney, a taxation Weare told in the "History of the West Church," 
which he vehemently contested. Among other that" in 1622 it was deemed proper to have a bell 
additions to the church was "a pillar for adulterers," hung in the steeple, if the old ruinous fabric which 
built by John Howieson and John Gairns in August, stood between the old and new kirks might be so 
1591. The thatch was removed and the roof slated. called," for a new church had been added at the 
In 1594 a manse adjoining the church was built close of the sixteenth century, In 1618 new com- 
for l\1r. Robert Pont, on the site of the present munion cups of silver were procured, "They were 
one, into which is inserted an ancient fragment of then of a very peculiar shape, being six inches in 
the former, inscribed- height, gilt, and beautifully chased; but the cup 
RELIGION 1 ET POSTERIS itself, which was plated, was only two inches 
1:-;- MINISTERIO. deep and twenty-four in circumference, not unlike 
S, R. P. G. A. 1594- a small soup-plate affixed to the stalk of a candlc- 
The burying-ground in those days was confined stick. On the bottom was engraved the following 
to the rising slope south-west of the church, and sentence :-I 1(1il tak the C fJ 1p 0/ salmtiovlll! flIld cat 
as "nolt, horse, and scheipe" were in the habit 
'Þolle the ?lame 0/ tile Lord. II 6 Psll/l. 1619; and 
of grazing there, the wall being in ruins, it was around the rim of the cup these words :-For the 
repaired in 1597, The beadle preceded all fune- Vast Kirk o'i'fl.ith Edillburghe." 
rals with a hand-bell-a practice continued in the The year 1650 saw the church again imperilled 
eighteenth century. by war. Its records bear, on the 28th July in that 
In consequence of the advanced age of Messrs. ! year, that" No sessione was keiped in the monthe 
Pont and Aird, a third minister, Mr. Richard of August, because there lay ane companie at the 
Dickson, was appointed to the parish in May, 1600, church," the seats of which had been destroyed 
and in 1606 communion was given on three SUC- j and the sessioners disperser1, partly by the army 
cessive Sundays. On the 8th of May that year the of Cromwell, which lay on the south side of the 
venerable Mr, Pont passed from the scene of his parish, and that of the Scots, which lay on the 
labours, and is supposed to have been interred within I north; and on the 13th of that month, after 
the church, To his memory a stone was erected, Cromwell's retreat to Dunb:J.r, the commission of 
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the General Assembly met in the church, and of ground to the west was added to it (including 
passed an Act, which, however necessary, perhaps, the garden, with trees, shown in Gordon's Map), from 
in those harassing times, concerning" the sine and the old boundary to the present west gate at the 
guilte of the king and his house," caused much Lothian Road. About the same time several 
suffering to the Covenanters after the Restoration: heritors requested permission to inter their dead 
It was lnown by the name of the West Kirk Act, in the little or Wester-kirk, which had been a 
and was approved by Parliament the same day. species of ruin since the invasion of Cromwell. 
Subsequently, during his siege of the castle In 1745, after the victory of the Highlanders at 
Cromwell made the church a barrack; hence its Preston pans, a message was sent to the ministers 
roof and windows were destroyed by the guns of of the city, in the name of "Charles, Prince Re- 
the fortress , and soon little was left of it but the gent," desiring them to preach next day, Sunday, 
bare walls, which were repaired, and opened for as usual; but many, alarmed by the defeat of Cope, 
service in 16 55. sought refuge in the country, and no public wor- 
For some years subsequent the sole troubles ship was performed within the city, save by a 
of the incumbents were hreaches clergyman named Hog at the 
of "the Sabbath," such as when Tron. 
William Gillespie, in 1659, was It was otherwise, however, 
"fuml carrying watter, and his at S1. Cuthbert's, the incum- 
wyfe knoking beir," for which bent of which was then the Rev. 
they had to make public re- Neil McVicar, who preached 
pentance, or fining people for to a crowded congregation, 
-, taking snuff in tyme of ser- many of whom were armed 
mon," contrary to the Act of Highlanders, before whom he 
18th June, 1640; till 1665, prayed for George II. and also 
when the "great mutiny" in for Charles Edward in a fashion 
the parish occurred, and the of his own, recorded thus by 
minister, William Gordon, for Ray, in his history of the time, 
"keeping of festivals," was and others :- 
.-ailed at by the people, who " Bless the king! Thou 
closed the doors against him, knowest 1t 1 hat king I mean. 
for which a man and a woman, l\lay the crown sit long on his 
.1ccordinQ: to \Vodrow, were head, As for that young man 

 ST. Ct;THBE.RT'S CHURCH. 
scourged through Edinburgh, (Fro", Garda.. of Ratlti""ay'. Mal>,) who has come among us to 
At the Revolution, those seek an earthly crown, we 
ministers who had been ejected in 166 I, and were beseech Thee to take him to Thyself and give him 
yet alive, returned to their charges. Among them I a crown of glory." 
was 1\Ir, David Williamson, who, in 1689, was I It is said that when the prince heard of l\lcVicar's 
settled in St. Cuthbert's manse; but not quietly, prayer he laughed heartily, and expressed himself 
for the castle, defended by the Duke of Gordon, quite satisfied, 
was undergoing its last disastrous siege by the l\lr, Pitcairn preached in the afternoon to an 
troops of William, and the church suffered so much equally large audience; and during the brief occu- 
damage from shot and shell, that for many months p1tion of the city by the Highlanders no cessation 
after the surrender in June, the people were unable of public worship took place in St. Cuthbert's, 
to use it, and the repairs amounted to ;[1,500. though one of the pickets by which they blocked 
If tradition has not wronged him, 1\Ir. Williamson up the castle was posted therein, yet left it always 
is the well-known "Dainty Davie" of Scottish during sermon. It was partially unroofed by 
song, who had six wives ere the seventh, Jean cannon-shot, and in this condition was permitted 
Straiton, survived him. He died in August, 1706, to remain for several years, to the danger and dis- 
and was buried in the churchyard, where the comfort of the people. 
vicinity of the grave is alone indicated by the Charles having commenced his march for Eng- 
letters D. W. cut on the front of the tomb in which land on the 31st of October, the parishioners, like 
he lies. those of other sections of the city, took courage, and 
The ancient cemetery on the knoll having bcen sought to retrieve their past ill-condnct by noisily 
found too small for the increasing population and preparing to raise forces to defend themselves in 
consequent numbcr of interment<;, in 1701 a piccc case of a second visit from the Highlanders. 
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\Vhen peace came, Messrs. McVicar and Pit- to the very rafters, like so many pigeons'-nests," a 
cairn, his coadjutor, continued faithfully and suc- curious example of what is named heart-burial came 
cessfully to discharge the duties of the ministry. to light. 
In 1747 Mr. McVicar, when about to deliver The workmen, says the Scots lIfagazine for Sep- 
one of the old Thursday sermons, suddenly dropped tember, 1773, discovered "a leaden coffin, which 
down dead; and amid a vast concourse of sorrow- contained some bones and a leaden urn. Before 
ing parishioners was deposited in his tomb, which opening the urn, a most fragrant smell issued out; 
has a plain marble monument, A well-painted on inspecting the cause of it, they found a human 
portrait of him hangs in the vestry of the present heart finely embalmed and in the highest state of 
church. I preservation. No inscription was upon the coffin 
His colleague, the Rev. Thomas Pitcairn, followed by which the date could be traced, but it must 
him on the 13th of June, 1751, and a pyramidal have been there for centuries. It is conjectured 
stone, erected to his memory by his youngest I that the heart belonged to some person who, in the 
daughter, stands in the ancient burying-ground. I time of the Crusades, had gone to the Holy Land, 
So early as 173 8 attempts were made to violate and been there killed, and the heart, as was cus- 
graves, for surgical purposes, in the churchyard, tomary in those times, embalmed and sent home 
which, of course, was then a lonely and sequestered I to be buried with some of the family." 
place, and though the boundary walls were raised Prior to the erection of the new church, the con- 
eight feet high, they failed to be a protection, as gregation assembled in a Methodist Chapel in the 
watchers who were appointed connived at, rather Low Calton. 
than prevented, a practice which filled the parish- In 1775 it was completed in the hideous taste 
ioners with rage and horror. and nameless style peculiar to Scottish ecclesiastical 
Hence, notwithstanding all the efforts of the architecture during the times of the first three 
Session to prevent such violation of tombs, several Georges. It cost L4,231, irrespective of its equally 
bodies were abstracted in 1742, George Haldane, hideous steeple, and is seated for about 3,000 per- 
one of the beadles, was suspected of assisting in this I sons, and is now the motÎ1er church, associated with 
repulsive practice; and on the 9th of May his I ten others, for a parish which includes a great part 
house at l\Iaryfield was surrounded by an infuriated of the parliamentary burgh of the capital, and has 
mob, and burned to the ground. I a population of more than 140,000. The church, 
The old church, which stood for ages, and had been says a writer, "apart from its supplemental steeple, 
in succession a Catholic, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, looks so like a huge stone box, that some wags 
and finally a Presbyterian place of worship again , have described it as resembling a packing-case, out 
and which had been gutted and pillaged by Re- of which the neighbouring beautiful toy-like fabric 
formers and Cromwellians, and c,mnon-shotted in of S1. J olm's Church has been lifted." 
civil wars, was found to be dangerous, and con- At the base of the spire is a fine piece of monu- 
demned to be taken down. Although the edifice I mental sculpture, from the chisel of the late Handy- 
was insufficient, and in some parts dangerous, there side Ritchie, in memory of Dr. David Dickson, a 
was no immediate cause for the growing terror I worthy and zealous pastor, who was minister of the 
that pervaded the congregation, and culminated in I parish for forty years. 
a general alarm on Sunday, the 27th September, Some accounts state that Napier of Merchiston, 
177 2 . Part of a seat in one of the galleries gave the inventor of logarithms, was interred in the 
way with a crash, on which the entire assembled I cemetery; but from an essay on the subject read 
mass rushed to the doors, and in an instant the' before the Antiquarian Society by Professor William 
church was empty. I Wallace in 1832, there is conclusive evidence 
A jury of tradesmen met to inspect the church, I given, from a work he quoted, "that Napier was 
which they were of opinion should be taken down buried without the West Port of Edinburgh, in the- 
without delay; but this verdict had hardly been church of St. Cuthbert," and in a vault, in the 
drawn up and read, than a fear seized them that I month of April, 161 7. 
the old church would fall and bury them in its I The baronial family of Dean had also a vault 
ruins, on which they fled to the adjacent charity ' I in the old church, which still remains under the 
workhouse. new, entering from the north. Above it is a 
The work of demolition was begun forthwith, and monumental stone from the old church, to the 
when removing this venerable fane, the interior of memory of Henry Nisbet of that ilk, by whom 
which now, " formed after no plan, presented a mul-/ we thus learn the vault was built. The arms 
titude of petty galleries stuck up one above another of the Dean family are still above this black 
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and gloomy vault; "a memorial alike of the de- lingering illness, in the 78th year of his age and 
molished fane and the extinct race," says Wilson 57th of his ministry. 
in 1847. "When we last saw it the old oak In its greatest length, quoad ai'ilia, in 1835, the 
door was broken in, and the stair that led down parish measured upwards of five miles, and in its 
to the chamber of the dead was choked up with' greatest breadth three and a hal[ But in 18 34 
rank nettles and hemlock-the fittest monument territories were detached from it and formed into 
that could be devised for the old barons of Dean, the quoad sacra parishes of Buccleuch, St. Bernard's, 
the last of them now gathered to his fathers." N ewington, and Roxburgh. It was partly land- 
One of the most interesting tombs here is that ward and partly town; but, as regards population, 
of Thomas de Quincey, the eccentric "English is chiefly the latter now, Each of its two ministers 
opium-eater," who was the friend of Professor has a manse. 
Wilson, and died at EdinLurgh on the 8th of I Before quitting the church of St. Cuthbert a 
December, 1859. It is reached by taking the first I reference must be made to its old poor-house, a 
pathway upward to the right at the Lotl1Ïan Road I plain but lofty edifice, with two projecting wings 
entrance. (standing on the south side of what was latterly 
On one of the south walls here, where for more called Riding School Lane), and now removed. 
than fifty years it hung unnoticed and forgotten, At an early period a tax of .;[ 100 sterling had 
is a piece of monumental sculpture, by Flaxman, Leen laid on the parish to preclude begging, .. and 
of very rare beauty-a square architectural mural maintain those who had been accustomed to live 
monument, of a mixed Roman and Grecian style, on the charity of others." In 1739, at a meeting 
of white and black marble, which was erected to of heritors and the Session, the former protested 
commemorate the death of three infant children. against the levy of this old impost, on the plea 
Two families-the Watsons of l\Iuirhouse, and "that the poor's funds were sufficient to maintain 
the Rocheids of Invcrleith-retained the right the poor in the landward part of the parish, with 
of burial within the new church, under the steeple, whom only the heritors were concerned; while the 
which is 170 feet in height. Its bell, which is poor living in Pleasance, Potter Row, Bristo, West 
inscribed "George Watt fecit, 8t, Ninian's Row, Port, &c., fell to be maintained by the town in 
Edin: 1791," was hung in that year. whose suburbs they were," 
In the west lobby of the church a handsome The assessment was thus abandoned, and an 
tablet bears the following inscription, removed, pro- ancient practice was resorted to: the mendicant 
bably, from the older edifice :-" Here lyes the poor were furnished with metal badges, entitling 
corpse of the Honble. Sir James Rocheid of Inver- them to solicit alms within the parish, The 
leith, who died the 1st day of May, [737, in the number furni5hed with this unenviable distinction 
7 1St year of his age." amounted to fifty-eight in 1744, and the number 
The last incumLent of the ancient church, Mr. of enrolled poor to 220, for whose support .;[200 
Stewart, having died in April, 1775, was succeeded sterling were expended, In 1754 the Kirk Session 
by the famous Sir Henry Wellwood Moncrieff, D.D., I presented a memorial to the magistrates, craving a 
who for more than half a century was one of the moiety of the duty levied on ale for the support of 
greatest ornaments of the Scottish Church. I their poor, whereupon a wing was added to the 
At St. Cuthbert's he soon became distinguished city workhouse for the reception of S1. Cuthbert's 
for his devoted zeal and fidelity in the discharge of ' I mendicants. 
his ministerial duties, for the mildness and benevo- In June 1759 a subscription was opened for 
lence of his disposition, for his genius, eloquence, building a workhouse in the West Kirk parish j 
and great personal worth, He soon became the I the money obtained amounted to .;[553 sterling 
leaner of the Evangelical section of the church, for the house, and L 196 8s. of annual subscrip- 
and in 1785 was unanimously chosen Moderator tions for the support of its inmates-a small proof 
of the General Assembly. He was appointed, that the incubus or inertia which had so long 
cûllector of the fund for the widows and children affected Edinburgh was now passing away; and the 
of the clergy, and filled that important situation building was commenced on the south siùe of a 
till his death, and received annually the thanks tortuous lane, S1. Cuthbert's, that then ran be- 
of the Assembly for forty-three years. He was tween hedgerows from opposite the churchyard 
author of several sermons, and the funeral oration gate towards the place named the Grove. It was 
preached at his death by Dr. Andrew Thomson, of completed by the year 1761, at a cost of about 
81. George's, was long remembered for its power .;[1,565 sterling. The expenses of the house were 
pathos, and tenderness. He died in 1827 of a I defrayed partly by collections at the church doors 
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and by an assessment on the real property within enclosed by a wall, on which a line of tombs is 
the parish; the expense for each inmate in those I now erected. 
days was only L
 IS. 6
, O
 the demolition of In the eighteenth century the building of note 
the old church, Its pulpit, which was of oak, of a I nearest to the church of St. Cuthbert, on the oppo- 
very ancient form, and covered with carving, was site side of the way, now named Lothian Road, was 
placed in the hall of the workhouse. The number I a tall, narrow, three-storeyed country villa, called, 
of the inmates in the first year was eighty-four. I from its situation at the head of the slope, Kirk- 
The edifice, lJ.rge and unsightly, was removed, with braehead House. There the way parteù from the 
the Diorama and several other houses, to måke : straight line of the modern road at the kirk-gate, 
space for the Caledonian railway, and the puor forming a delta (the upper base of which was the- 
of St. Cuthbert's were conveyed to a more airy and line of Princes Street), in which were several cot- 
commodious mansion, on the site of the old farm- tages and gardens, long since swept away. A row 
house of Werter. of cottages lay along the whole line of what is now 
When the Act of Parliament in 1767 was ob- , Queensferry Street, under the name of Kirkbraehead. 
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tained for extending the royalty of the city of I The villa referred to was. towards the close of 
Edinburgh, clauses were inserted in it disjoining the century, occupl , 'ed by Lieutenant,General John 
a great portion of the ground on which the future Lord Elphinstone. who was Lieutenant-GovernOl' 
new city was to be built, and annt:xing it to the of the Castle, with the moclerate stipend 01 
parish of St. Giles, under the condition that the I LI82 10S. }
arly, and who died in 1794- 
heritors of the lands should continue liable, as I At a subse'luent period its occupant was a 1\Ir. 
formerly, for tithes, ministers' stipends, and L300 I John Butler, who figures among Kay's" Portraits," 
annually of poor's money. Thus the modern an eccentric character but skilful workman, who 
parishes of St, Andrew, St. George, St. Mary, and was king's carpenter for Scotland; he built Gav, 
St. Stephen-all formed since that period-have field House and the house of Sir Lawrence Dundas, 
been taken from the great area of the ancient now the Royal B.mk in St. Andrew Square. He 
parish of St. Cuthbert. was proprietor of several tenements in Carrubber's 
No very material alteration was made in the Close, then one of the most fashionable portions of 
burying-ground till April, 1787, when the north the old town. 
side of it, which wa<; bordered by a marsh 2,000 I The villa of Kirkbraehead had been built by his 
feet in length (to the foot of the mound) by 350 father ere the Lothian Road was formed, and con- 
broad-as shown in the maps of that year-was cerning the latter, the following account is gi\'en 
drained and p..trtially filled with earth. Then the I by Kay's editor and others. 
walls and gates were repaired. The ground at Thi<; road, which leaves the western extremity of 
the east end W:iS raised a few years after, and I Princes Street at a right angle, and runs south waHl 
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towards Bruntsfield Lm ks, had long been pro- 
iected, but owing to the objections raised by the 
proprietors of many barns, byres, and sheds which 
sto(.d in the way, the plan could not be maturtù, 
till after several rears of trouble and speculation; 
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in length by twenty paces in breadth." This 
scheme he concerted \\ith aùdress, and executed 
with nautical promptitude. It happened to be th
 
winter season, when man}" men were unemplo} ed. 
He had no difficulty in c0l1ecting se\ era I hundreds. 
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and \
'hen at last the proposal was about to be 
agreed to by the opposing lJarties, the broad and 

tately road \\:a<;-to the sUTprise of the public and 
mortification of the opposition-made in one da} : 
It so Iwppened that a gentleman, said to be Sir 
\ T ohn Clerk, Bart., of Pennicuik (an officer of the 
, royal navy, who succeeded his father, Sir George, 
in 1784), laid a bet with a friend to the effect 
.. that he would. between sunrise and sunset. 
necute the line of road, extending nearly a mile 
6
 


of these at the Kirkbraehead upon the appointed' 
morning before sunrise, \\ hen he ga\ e them all a 
plentiful breakfast of porter, \\'hi
k
, and bread and 
cheese, after which, jnst as the snn rose, he ordered 
them to set to work; .. some to tear dm, n en- 
closures, others to unroof anll demolish cottat:e
, 
and a considerahle portion to Lring earth when:- 
\\ ith to till up the natnral hollow (near the church- 
yard gate) to the required height. The inhabitant
. 
disma\'ed at so \ast a forre and so summ:u) .1 
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mode of procedure, made no resistance; and so 
active were the workmen that before sunset the 
road was sufficiently formed to allow the bettor to 
drive his carriage triumphantly over it, which he 
did amidst the acclamations of a great multitude of 
persons, who flocked from the town to witness the 
issue of this extraordinary nndertaking. Among 
the instances of temporary distress occasioned to 
the inhabitants, the most laughable was that of a 
poor simple woman who had a cottage and small 
cow-feeding establishment upon the spot, It ap- 
pears that this good creature had risen early, as 
usual, milked her cows, smoked her pipe, taken 
her ordinary matutinal tea, and lastly, recollecting 
that she had some friends invited to dine with her 
upon sheep-head and kail about noon, placed the 
pot upon the fire, in order that it might simmer 
peaceably till she should return from town, where 
she had to supply a numerous set of customers with 
the produce of her dairy, Our readers may judge 
the consternation of this poor woman when, upon 
her return from the duties of the morning, she 
found neither house, nor byre, nor cows, nor fire, 
nor pipe, nor pot, nor anything that was here 
upon the spot where she had left them but a few 
hours before. All had vanished, like the palace of 
Aladdin, leaving not a wrack behind." 
Such was the origin of that broad and handsome 
street which now leads to where the Castle Barns 
stood of old. 
The Kirkbraehead House was demolished in 
186 9, when the new Caledonian Railway Station 
was formed, and with it passed away the southern 
portion of the handsome modern thoroughfare 
named Rutland Street, and several other structures 
in the vicinity of the West Church. 
Of these the most important was St. George's 
Free Church, built in 1845, at the north-east corner 
of Cuthbert's Lane , the line of whir:h has since been 
turned into Rutland Street, in obedience to the 
inexorable requirements of the railway. 
During its brief existence this edifice was alone 
famous for the ministrations of the celebrated Rev. 
Robert Candlish, D.D" one of the most popular of 
Scottish preachers, and one of the great leaders of 
the" Non Intrusion" party during those troubles 
which eventually led to the separation of the 
Scottish Church into two distinct sections, and the 
establishment of that Free Kirk to which we shall 
have often to refer. He was born about the com- 
mencement of the century, in 1807, and highly 
regarded as a debater. He was author of an 
"Exposition of the Book of Genesis," works on 
"The Atonement," "The Resurrection," "Life of 


a Risen Saviour," and other important theological 
books. In 1861 he was Moderator of the Free 
Church Assembly. 
The church near St. Cuthbert's was designed by 
the late David Cousin in the Norman style of 
architecture, and the whole edifice, which was 
highly ornate, after being carefully taken down, was 
re-constructed in its own mass in Deanhaugh Street, 
Stockbridge, as a free church for that locality. 
While the present Free St. George's in Maitland 
Street was in course of erection, Dr. Candlish 
officiated to his congregation in the Music Hall, 
George Street. He died, deeply regretted by them 
and by all classes, on the 19th of October, 1873. 
The next edifice of any importance demolished 
at the time was the Riding School, with the old 
Scottish Naval and Military Academy, so long 
superintended by an old officer of the Black Watch, 
and well-known citizen, Captain John Orr, who 
carried one of the colours of his regiment at 
Waterloo. It was a plain but rather elegant Gre- 
cian edifice, under patronage of the Crown, for train- 
ing young men chiefly for the service of the royal 
and East India Company's services, and to all the 
ordinary branches of education were added fortifi- 
cation, military drawing, gun-drill, and military 
exercises; but just about the time its site was 
required by the railway the introduction of a 
certain amount of competitive examination at mili- 
tary colleges elsewhere rendered the institution 
unnecessary, though Scotland is certainly worthy 
of a military school of her own. Prior to its ex- 
tinction the academy sufficed to send more than a 
thousand young men as officers into the an-ny, 
many of whom have risen to distinction in every 
quarter of the globe. 
The new station of the Caledonian Railway, 
which covered the sites of the buildings mentioned, 
and with its adjuncts has a frontage to the Lothian 
Road of 1,100 feet (to where it abuts upon the 
United Presbyterian Church) by about 800 feet at 
its greatest breadth, forms a spacious and handsome 
terminus, erected at the cost of more than;:' I 0,000, 
succeeding the more temporary station at first 
projected on the west side of the Lothian Road, 
about half a furlong to the south, and which was 
cleared and purchased at an enormous cost. It is 
a most commodious structure , with a main front 
103 feet long and 22 feet high, yet designed only 
for temporary use, and is intended to give place to 
a permanent edifice of colossal proportions and 
more than usual magnificence, with a great palatial 
hotel to adjoin it, according to the custom now so 
common as regards great railway termini. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


GEORGE STREET. 


Major Andrew Fraser-The Father of Miss Ferrier-Grant of Kilgraston-William Blackwood and his Magazine-The Mother of Sir Walter 
Scott-Sir John Hay, Banker-Colquhoun of Killennont-Mrs. Murray of Henderland-The Houses of Sir J. W, Gordon. Sir Jame. 
Hall. and Sir John SïnclairofUlbster-St. Andrew's Church-Scene of the Disruption-Physicians' Hall-Glance at die Hi,tel)' of the College 
of Physicians-Sold and Removed-The Commercial Bank-Its Constitution-Assembly Rooms-Rules of 17B9-lhnquet to Black 
Watch-"The Author of Waverley"-The Music Rail-The New Union Bank-Its Formation, &c.-The Masonic Hall-Watson'. 
Picture of Burns-Statues of George IV., Pitt, and Chalmers. 


PREVIOUS to the brilliant streets and squares would express it to his partner in the words, "Lady 
erected in the northern and western portions of I Augusta, did you ever see such rediculous leevity 
new Edinburgh, George Street was said to have no in an auld man?" Robert Burns used also to be- 
rival in the world; and even yet, after having un- a guest at No. 25, and was present on one occasion 
dergone many changes, for combined length, space, when some magnificent Gobelins tapestry arrived 
uniformity, and magnificence of vista, whether there for the Duke of Argyll on its way to Inverary 
viewed from the east or west, it may well be Castle. Mrs. Piozzi also, when in Edinburgh, dined 
pronounced unparalleled. Straight as an arrow there, Next door lived the Misses Edmonstone, 
flies, it is like its sister streets, but is 1 15 feet of the Duntreath family, and with them pitched 
broad. Here a great fossil tree was found in 1852. battles at whist were of frequent nightly occur- 
A portion of the street on the south side, near rence. These old ladies figure in "Marriage" as 
the west end, long bore the name of the Tontine, Aunts Jacky, Grizzy, and ÌIIicky; they were grand- 
and owing to some legal dispute, which left the nieces of the fourth Duke of Argyll. The eldest 
houses there 
mfinished, they were occupied as Miss Ferrier was one of the Edinburgh beauties in 
infantry barracks during the war with France. her day; and Burns once happening to meet her, 
Nos. 3 and 5 (the latter once the residence of while turning the corner of George Street, felt sud- 
Major Andrew Fraser and of William Creech the denly inspired, and wrote the lines to her enclosed 
eminent bookseller) form the office of the Standard in an elegy on the death of Sir D. H. Blair. Miss 
Life As
urance Company, in the tympanum of Ferrier and Miss Penelope Macdonald of Clan- 
which, over four fine Corinthian pilasters, is a ronald, were rival belles; the former married 
sculptured group from the chisel of Sir John Steel, General Graham of Stirling Castle, the latter Lord 
representing the parable of the Ten Vir
ins. In Belhaven. 
George Street are about thirty different insurance In No. 32 dwelt Francis Grant of Kilgraston,. 
offices, or their branches, an more or less ornate father of Sir Francis Grant, President of the Royal 
in architecture , and several banks. Academy, born in 1803; and No. 35, no\\ a shop, 
In No. 19, on the same side, is the Caledonian, was the town house 01 the Blairs of Balthayock, in 
the oldest Scottish insurance company (having Perth shire, 
been founded in June, 1805)' Previously the No. 45 has long been famous as the establish- 
office had been in Bank Street, A royal charter ment of Messrs, Blackwood, the eminent publishers. 
was granted to the company in May, 1810, and William Blackwood, the founder of the magazine 
twenty-three years afterwards the business of life which stills bears his name, and on the model of 
assurance was added to that of fire insurance. which so many high-class periodicals have been 
No, 25 George Street was the residence (from started in the sister kingdom, was born at Edin- 
1784 till his death, in 1829), of Mr. James Ferrier, burgh in 1776, and after being apprenticed to the 
Principal Clerk of Session , and father of Miss ancient bookselling firn1 of Ben and Bradfute, and 
Susan Ferrier, the authoress of "l\Iarriage," &c. engaging in various connections with other biblio- 
He was a kepn whist player, and every night of his poles, in 1804 he commenced as a dealer in old 
life had a mbber, which occasionally included Lady books on the South Bridge, in No. 64, but soon 
Augusta Clavering, daughter of his friend and client after became agent for several London publishing 
John, fifth Duke of Argyll, and old Dr. Hamilton, houses In ISI6 he disposed of his vast stock of 
usually designated" Cocked Hat" Hamilton, from classical and antiquarian books, 15,000 volumes in 
the fact of his being one of the last in Edinburgh number, and removing to No. 17 Princes Street, 
who bore that head-piece. When victorious, he thenceforward devoted his energies to the business 
woulù snap his fingers and caper about the room, of a general publisher, and Ko. 17 is to this day a. 
to the manifest indignation of 1\1r. Ferrier, who bookseller's shop. 
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In October , I 
 17, he brought out the first able and interesting papers, contained three 
number of that celebrated n1.lgazine which has I calculated to create curiosity, offence, and excite- 
enrolled among its contributors the names of ment. The first was a fierce assault on Coleridge's 
\\ïlson, Scott, Henry Mackenzie, J. :\IcCrie, Biograþhia Litt:ranil, which was stigl11J.tised as a 
Brewster, Dc Quincey, Hamilton (the author of "most execrable" performance, and its author "a 
.. Cyril Thornton "), Aytoun, Alison, Lockhart, miserable compound of egotism and malignity." 
Bulwer, 'Varren, James Hogg, Dr. l\Ioir, and a The second was a still more bitter attack on 
host of others. This periodical had a predecessor, Leigh Hunt, who was denounced as a "profli- 
nit: Edinburgh .JItJllthly LJIagazÙze, projected in gate creature,'" one "without reverence for either 
April, 18q, and edited by Thomas Pringle, a ,God or man." The third was the famous 
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,highly-esteemed poet and miscellaneous writer, the "Chaldee Manuscript," the effect of \\hich upon 
50n of a farmer in Teviotdale, and this falling into the then circle of Edinburgh society can hardly 
the hands of new proprietors, became the famous be realised now; but this pUl1;ent jt'll d'csþrit, of 
Rlt1ck7<lood's Jlagt1::;Ùlt:. which it 'is scarcely necessary to gi\'e :my account 
This was consequently No. VII. of the series, here, is still preserved in Volume 1\-. uf the works 
though the first of Blackwood. ,. In the previous of Professor \Yilson. 
six numbers there had been nothing allowed to The sensation excited by the new magazine was 
creep in that could possibly offend the most kept up Lyall the successive numbers, though for 
zealous partisan of the blue and yellow," says l\Irs. some months no one was attacked; Lut the suh- 
Gordon, in her "Life of Professor 'Vihon." In jects discussed were handled in a nl.lsterly manner, 
the first Number the Edinburgh Rt"i'ie7t l har! been amI e'\hibited a variety of talent that could not fail 
praised for its moderation, ability, and delicate to influence and command the respect of all; and 
t.lste, and politics were rather eschewed; but it has Leen said that the early defects of the maga- 
K limber seven "spoke a different language , and zine are nowhere better analyseù than hy the hands 
proclaimed a new anù sterncr creed," and among I of those who did the work-the authors of " Peter's 
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Letters," &c, At what precise period Professor First there is, as usual, a spacious pl.1ct: set ap.:.rt 
'\'ilson came into personal communication \\ith for retail business, and a numerous detachment of 
old 'Villiam Blackwood is not quite known, but he }oung clerks and apprentices, to \\ hose manage. 
had been for some time an anonymous contributor, ment that important department of the concern is 
under the initial K. His last papers, l'\os, 9 and entrusted. Then you ha\'e an elegant oval saloon. 
10 of" Dies Boreales," were \Hitten, we believe, lightt:d from the roof. where various groups 01 
in the autumn of lö52, William Blackwood him- loungers and literary diletta1/ti are engaged at, or 
self never wrote more than two or three articles for I criticising amongst themseh'es, the publications 
the earlier numbers, but the whole management just arrived by that day's coach from London. In 
.and arrangement devolved upon hm1 at No. J 7 such critical colloquies the voice of the bookseller 
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THF SALOON IN MESSRS. BLACK\\'OODS' ESrABLJSH
I"XT. 


Princes Street, and he executed the editorial duties himself may e\'er and anon be heard mingling the 
with unusual skilJ, tact, and vigour, He was still broad and unadulteratt'd notes of it
 .-\uld Reekie 
there in 182 3, when Leigh Hunt threatened legal music; for. unless occupied in the recesses of the 
proceedings against the magazine-" a cockney I premises with some other business, it is here he 
<:row," as Lockhart called it in one of his letters I has his usual station. He is a nimble, active-looking 
to 'Yilson; adding, "Who the devil cares for alJ man, of middle age, and mO\esabout from one comer 
(;ockneydom ?" I to another with great alacrity, and apparently unùer 
His establishment in 45 Georg
 Street is very I the influence of high animal spirits. His com- 
like what we find it described as having been in ple"ion is very sanguineous, but nothing can be 
.. Peter's Letters" (Vol. II.) :-" The length of more intelligent, keen, and sagacious than the 
vista presented to one on entering the shop has a e"pression of the whole physiognomy; above all. 
\ ery imposing effect, for it is carried back, room the grey eyes and e) ebrO\\ s. as full of locomotion 
aftpr room, through various grad.ltions of light and as those of Catalani, The remarks he makes are: 
SP1.rlow, tin the eve c.mnot distinctly trace the in general, e"tremely acute-much more so, indeed, 

u
line of any object in the farthest di"tance. than those of an} other member of the trade I 
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ever heard speak on such topics. The shrewdness 
and decision of the man can, however, stand 
in need of no testimony beyond what his own 
conduct has afforded-above all, in the estab- 
lishment of his magazine (the conception of which, 
I am assured, was entirely his own), and the sub- 
sequent energy with which he has supported it 
through every variety of good and evil fortune," 
Like other highly successful periodicals, Black- 
Ulood s ./Yfagazine has paid the penalty of its great- 
ness, for many serial publications have been pro- 
jected upon its plan and scope, without its in- 
herent origimlity and vigour, 
William Blackwood published the principal works 
of Wilson, Lockhart, Hogg, Galt, Moir, and other 
distinguished contributors to the magazine, as well 
a3 several productions of Sir Walter Scott, He 
was twice a magistrate of his native city, and in 
that capacity took a prominent part in its affairs. 
He died on the 16th of September, 1834, in his 
fifty-eighth year. 
" Four months of suffering, in part intense," says 
the Magazine for October, 1837, "exhausted by 
slow degrees all his physical energies, but left hi" 
temper calm and unruffled, and his intellect entire 
and vigorous to the last. He had thus what no 
good man will consider as a slight privilege: that 
of contemplating the approach of death with the 
clearness and full strength of his mind and faculties, 
and of instructing those around him by the solemn 
precept and memorable example, by what means 
humanity alone, conscious of its own frailty, can 
sustain that prospect with humble serenity." 
This is evidently from the pen of John Wilson, 
in whose relations with the magazine this death 
made no change. 
William Blackwood left a widow, seven sons, 
and two daughters; the former carried on-and 
their grandsons still carry on-the business in the 
old establishment III George Street, which, since 
Constable passed away, has been the great literary 
centre of Edinburgh. 
No. 49, the house of Wilkie of Foulden, is 
now a great music saloon; and No. 75, now 
the County Fire and other public offices, has a pe- 
culiar interest, as there lived and died the mother 
of Sir Walter Scott-Anrie Rutherford, daughter of 
Dr, John Rutherford. a woman who, the biographer 
of her illustrious son tells us, was possessed of 
superior natural talents, with a good taste for 
music and poetry and great conversational powers. 
In her youth she is said to have been acquainted 
with Allan Ramsay, Beattie, Blacklock, and man}' 
othe, Scottish men of letters in the last century ; 
and independently of the influence which her own 


talents and acquirements may ha\'e given her in 
training the opening mind of the future novelist, 
it is obvious that he must have been much indebted 
to her in early life for the select and intellectual 
literary society of which her near relations were 
the ornaments-for she was the daughter of a 
professor and the sister of a professor, both of 
the University of Edinburgh. 
Her demise, on the 24th of December, 1819, is 
simply recorded thus in the obituary :-" At her 
house in George Street, Edinburgh, Mrs. Anne 
Rutherford, widow of the late Walter Scott, Writer 
to the Signet." 
"She seemed to take a very affectionate farewell 
of me, which was the day before yesterday," says 
Scott, in a letter to his brother, in the 70th regi- 
ment, dated 22nd December; "and, as she was 
much agitated Dr. Keith advised I should not see 
her again, unless she seemed to desire it, which she 
has not hitherto done, She sleeps constantly, and 
will probably be so removed. Our family sends 
love to yours. 


" Yours most affectionately, 
"'V ALTER SCOIT." 


No. 78 was, in 1811, the house of Sir John 
Hay of Smithfield and Harston, Baronet, bal.ker, 
who married Mary, daughter of James, sixteenth 
Lord Forbes. He had succeeded to the title in 
the preceding year, on the death of his father, 
Sir James, and is thus referred to in the scarce 
" Memoirs of a Banking House," by Sir William 
Forbes of Pitsligo, Bart :- 
"Three years afterwards we made a further 
change in the administration by the admission of 
my brother-in-law, 1\Ir, John Hay, as a partner. 
In the year 1774, at my request, Sir Robert Herries 
had agreed that he should go to Spain, and sen"e 
an apprenticeship in his house at Barcelona, 
where he continued till spring, 1776, when he 
returned to London, and was received by Sir 
Robert into his house in the City-from which, by 
that time, our separation had taken place-and 
where, as well as in the banking house in St. 
J ames's Street, he acted as a clerk tilt summer, 
177 8 , when he came to Edinburgh, and entered 
our country house also, on the footing of a con- 
fidential clerk, during three years. Having thus 
had an ample experience of his abilities and merit 
as a man of business, on whom we might repose 
the most implicit confidence, a new contract of 
co-partnery was formed, to commence from the 1st 
of January, 1782, in which Mr. Hay was assumed 
as a partner, and the shares stood as follow: Sir 
William Forbes, nineteen, Mr. Hunter Blair, nine- 
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teen, Mr. Bartlett, six, 
Ir. Hay, four-in all, forty- in No. 122-
rrs. Murray of Henderland, She was 
eight shares." From that time he grew in wealth resident there from the early part of the present 
and fame with the establishment, which is now century. The late Dr. Robert Chambers tells us 
merged in the Joint-stock Union Bank of Scotland, I he was introduced to her by Dr. Chalmers, and found 
Sir John Hay died in 1830, in his seventy-fifth her memories of the past went back to the first 
year. I years of the reign of George III. Her husband, 
No, 86 was the house of his nephew, Sir Alexander Murray, had been, he states, Lord 
William Forbes, Bart., who succeeded to the title I North's Solicitor-General for Scotland. His name 
-on the death of the eminent banker in 1806, and' appears in 1775 on the list, between those or 
who married the sole daughter and heiress of Sir I Henry Dundas and Islay Campbell of Succoth. 
T ohn Stuart of Fettercairn, whose arms were thus "I found the venerable lady seated at a \\ indow 
quartered with his own. of her drawing-room in George Street, with her 
In May, 1810, Lord Jeffrey-then at the bar as a daughter , Miss 1\lurray, taking the care of her 
1)ractising advocate-took up his dwelling in No. whi.ch her extreme age required, and with some 
9 2 , and it was while there resident that, in conse- I help from this lady we had a com'ersation of about 
quence of some generous and friendly criticism in ' an hour." She was born before the Porteous 
lob, 
the Edinburgh RC'l'IC7t l , pleasant relations were I and well remembering the' 45, was now close on 
established between him and Professor \\'ilson, her hundredth year. 
which, says the daughter of the latter, "led to a I She spoke \\ith affection and reverence of her 
still doser intimacy, and which, though unhappily mother's brother, Lord Chief Justice Mansfield; 
jnterrupted by subsequent events, was renewed in I .. and when I adverted," says Chambers, "to the 
after years, when the bitterness of old controversies long pamphlet written against him by Athenian 
had yielded to the hallowing influences of time." I Stuart, at the conclusion of the Douglas cause, she 
Lord Jeffrey resided here for seventeen years. said that, to her knowledge, he ne, er read it, such 
In the second storey of No. 108 Sir Walter Scott being his practice in respect to ail attacks made 
dwelt in 1797, when actively engaged in his Ger- I upon him, lest they should disturb his equanimity 
man translations and forming the Edinburgh Volull- in judgment. As the old lady was on intimate terms 
teer Light Horse, of which he was in that year, to with Boswell, and had seen Johnson on his visit to 
his great gratification, made quartermaster. Two Edinburgh-as she was the sister-in-law of Allan 
doors farther on was the house of the Countess of Ramsay, the painter, and had lived in the most 
Balcarres, the venerable dowager of Earl Alexander, cultivated society of Scotland all her life-there 
who died in 1768, She was Anne, daughter of were ampl; materials for conversation with her; 
Sir Robert Dalrymple of Castle ton, but her small strength made this shorter and slower 
No. 116, now formed into shops, was long the than I could have wished. When we came upon 
residence of Archibald Colquhoun of Killermont, the poet Ramsay, she seemed to have caught new 
Lord Advocate of Scotland in 1807. He was I vigour from the subject; she spoke \\ith animation 
Archibald Campbell of Clathick, but assumed the I of the child-parties she had attended in his house 
'!lame of Colquhoun on succeeding to the estate of on the Castle Hill during a course of ten years 
Killermont. He carne to the bar in the same before his death-an event which happened in 1757. 
year, 1768, or about the same time as his friends He was' charming,' she said; he entered so heartily 
Lord Crai.g and the Hon. Henry Erskine. He into the plays of the children. He, in particular, 
succeeded Lord Frederick Campbell as Lord I gained their hearts by making houses for their 
Clerk Register in 18 I 6. His mind and talents I dolls, How pleasant it was to learn that our great 
were s:lid to have been of a 'ery superior order; pastoral poet was a man who, in his private capacity, 
he was a sound lawyer, an eloquent pleader. and loved to sweeten the daily life of his fellow-creatures, 
his independent fortune and proud reserve induced I and particularly of the young! At a warning from 
him to avoid gener.al business, while in his Parlia-I Miss :l\Iurray I had to tear myself away from this 
rnentary duties as member for Dumbarton he was delightful and never-to-be-forgotten inteniew." 
unremittin? and efficient: ,He died .in 1820. I From this we may suppose that the wortl
y pub- 
The Edmburgh AssOCiation of SCience and Arts lisher never saw the venerable occupant of i\o. 122 
now occupies the former residence of the Butters again. 
of Pitlochry, No. 1I7. It is an institution fornled I No, 123, on the opposite side, was the resi- 
in 1869, and its title is sufficiently explanatory of dence of the well-known Sir John Watson Gordon, 
its objects. President of the Ro}al Scottish Academy, ",ho 
An interesting lady of the old school abode long died June 1st, 1864, and to ,\hom reference has 
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already been made in the account of that insti-I St. Andrew's church stands 200 feet westward' 
tuLion, of which he \\as the di,tinguished head of St. Andrew's Square; it is a plain building of 
Opposite is a new building occupied as shops and oval form, with a handsome portico, having four 
chambers; and the vast Elizabethan edifice near it great Corinthian piltus, and built, says Kincaid, , 
is the auction rooms of Dowell and Co., built from a design of l\Iajor Fraser, of the Engineers, 
in 1880. whose residence was close by it. It was erected 
The Mercantile Bank of India, London, and in 1785. 
China occupies 1\0. 128, fornlerly the mansion of I It was at first proposed to have a spire of some 
Sir James Hall of Dunglass, Bart., a man in his I design, now unknown, between the portico and th<.. 
time eminent for his high attainments in geological body of the church, and for a model of this a 
amI chemical science, and author of popular but young man of the city, named 
[,Leish, received a 
peculiar works on Gothic architecture. By his I premium of sixty guineas from the magistrates, with 
wife, Lady Helena Douglas, daughter of Dunbar, I the freedom of the city; but on consideration, his 
Earl of Selkirk, he had three sons and three design" was too great in proportion to the space left 
daughters-his second son being the well-known I for its base." So the present spire, which is 168 feet 
Captain Basil Hall, RX. While retaining his in height, and for its sky-line is one of the most 
house in George Street, Sir James, between 1808 I beautiful in the city, was designed by l\Iajor 
and 1812, represented the Cornish borough of St. Andrew Fraser, who declined to accept an} 
)[ichael's in Parliament. He died at Edinburgh, I premium, suggesting that it should be 'awarded to 
after a long illness, on the 23rd of June, 1832. I 
lr. Robert Kay, whose designs for a square 
Collaterally \\ ith him, another distinguished church on the spot were most meritorious. 
baronct, Sir John Sinclair of Ulbster, was long the I The last stone of the spire was placed thereon 
occupant of I\'o. 133, to the print of whom Kay on the 23rd of Kovember, 1787. A chime of bells- 
appends the simple title of" The Scottish Patriot," i was placed in it, 3rd June, 1789, " to be rung in 
and never was it more appropriately applied. To the English m,lllner." 
attempt even an outline of his long, active, and The dimensions of this church, as gi\cn b} 
most u<;eful life, would go far beyond our limits; Kincaid, are, within the walls from east to west 
suffice it to say, that his "Code of Agriculture" eighty-seven feet, and from north to south si'\t}- 
alone has been translated into nearly every European four feet. "The front, consisting of a staircase 
language. He was born at Thurso in 1754, and so and portico. measures forty-one feet, and projects 
acti\'e had been his mind, so vast the number of twenty-six and a half feet." The entrance is nine 
his scientific pursuit'> and ohjects, that by 1797 he feet in height by se\en feet in breadth. 
bcgan to suffer seriously from the effects of his I This parish was separated trom St. Cuthhert's in 
vyer-e'\ertiorrs, and being thus led to consider the 1785, and since that date parts of it have been 
subject of health generally, he published, in 1803, I assigned to other parishes of more recent erection 
a quarto pamphlet, entitled" Hints on Longevity" , as the population increased. 
-afterwards, in 180 7, extended to four volumes: The church cost ;;(,7,000, and is seated for about 
8\'0. [n 1810 he \\as made a Privy Councillor, 1,053. The charge was collegiate, and IS chiefly 
and in the following year, under the administration remarkable for the General Assemblv's meeting in 
of the unfortunate r-[r. Perceval, was appointed I 1843. at which o,curred the great Disruption, or 
Cashier of E'\cise for Scotland. On retiring from exodus of the Free Church-one of the most 
Parli,lI11ent, he was succeeded as member for important events in the modem hi
tory of Sc:otlanrl 
Caithness by his son. He resided in Edinburf;h or of the United Kingdom. 
for the last twenty years of his life, and died at I It originated in a 7ealous mo\'ement of the- 
his house in George Street in December, 1835, in Presbyterian Church, mainly promoted by the great 
his eighty-first year, and was interred in the Chapel Chalmers, to put an end to the connection between 
Royal at Holyrood. I Church and State. In 1834 the Church had passed 
Sir John was twice married, B} his first wife he ' a law of its own, ordaining that thenceforth no 
had two children; by the second, Diana, daughter presentee to a parish should he admitted if opposed 
of Lord 
Iacdonald, he had thirteen, one of whom, bv the majority of the malc coml11unicants-a la\\ 
J lilia, became Countess of Clasgow. All these which stru,k at the s\'stem of patmn,lge restored 
,lttained a stature like his own, so great-being after the Union-a s)stem invoh'ing important 
nearly all above six feet-that he was wont play- civil rights. 
fully to òesignate the p,n-ement before I"o, 133 as \\'hen the Annual Assembly met in SI. Andrew'" 
"The Giants' Causeway." , Church, in May, 18.J3, it was generally understoou. 
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that a great schism would take place; but calm 
onlookers believed that a mere few would relin- 
quish their comfortable stipends, their pleasant 
manses, and present ad\antages of position. 
lJ nder its moder,Hor, Dr. \\ elsh, and in presence 
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ST. A!\oUREW'S CHURCH. 


<If the Queen's High Commissioner and a brilliant 
assemblage of spectators, the .-\ssembly met, while 
a vast multitude thronged the;: broad area of Georf!e 

treet, breathlessly awaiting the result, and "pre- 
p.lIed to see the mi
erable show of eight or ten 
me;:n \oìuntarik 
acrificing themselves to what was 
thou
ht a fantastic principle." 
Wilen the time cam
 for making up the ron of 
members, 1)1. \\" ebh rose, and said that ,. he must 
67 


protest against further procedure, in consequence 
of the proceedings affecting the rights of the Church 
which had been sanctioned by Her :\Iajesly's 
Government and by the Legislature." After reading 
a formal protest, signed by 120 ministers and 
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seventy-two elders, he left his place, followed first 
bv Dr. Chalmers and other prominent men, till 
the number amounted to jállT hlllld,ed and sn'mtr, 
who poured forth along the streets, where general 
astonishment. not unmingled with sorrow, admira- 
tion, and alarm. pre\ ailed. 
\rhen Lord J effre\' \\as told of it, an hour after, 
he exclaimed, ,. Than\.. God for Scotland! thele is 
not another country on earth where such a deed 



14 6 


OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


[George Street. 


could be done." On leaving the church, the consisted of four great apartments opening frem a 
protestors proceeded to Tanfield Hall, Canonmills, noble vestibule, wiLh a centre of thirty-five feet 
 
where they formed themselves into" The General one was for the ordinary meetings of the college
 
Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland," and and another was an ante-chamber; but the principal 
chose Thomas Chalmers , D.D., as their moderator; apartment was the library-a room upwards of 
so "the bush burned, but was not consumed." fifty feet long by thirty broad, lighted by two rows 
It was a remarkable instance of the emphatic of windows, five in each row, facing Rose Street, 
assertion of religious principle in an age of and having a gilded gallery on three sides. On this. 
material thing'> of which St. Andrew's church was edifice .;[4,800 was spent. 
the scene on the 18th of May. It was no sacri- In 1781, the library, which had been stored up- 
fice of blood or life or limb that was exacted, in the Royal Infirmary, waS removed to the hall, 
or rendered, as in the days of "a broken cove- when the collection, which now greatly exceeds 
nant j" but it was one well calculated to excite 6,000 volumes, was still comparatively in its 
the keenest emotions of the people-for all these infancy. Dr. Archibald Stevenson was the first 
clergymen, with their families, cast their bread upon librarian, and was appointed in 168 3 j in 16 9 6 a 
the waters, and those who witnessed the dark pro- law was enacted that every entrant should con- 
cession that descended the long steep street to- tribute at least one book to the library, which was 
wards Tanfield Hall never forgot it. increased in 17 0 5 "by the purchase of the books 
Opposite this church there was built the old of the deceased Laird of Livingstone for about 
Physicians' Hall-the successor of the still more 300 merks Scots j" and the records show how year 
ancient one near the Cowgate Port. The members by year the collection has gone on increasing in 
of that college feued from the city a large area, extent, and in literary and scientific value. 
extending between the south side of George Street The two oldest nameS on the list of Fellows. 
and Rose Street, on which they erected a very admitted are Peter Kello, date December 11th, 
handsome hall, with rooms and offices, from a 1682, and John Abernethy, whose diploma is 
design by Mr. Craig, the architect of the new city dated June 9 th , 168 3, granted at Orange, and 
itself. admitted December 4 th , I 68.J, and a wonderful 
The foundation stone was laid by Professor roll follows of names renowned in the annals of 
Cullen, long a distinguished ornament of the medicine. The attempt to incorporate the prac- 
Edinburgh University, on the 27 th November, 1775, titioners of medicine in Scotland, for the purpose 
after a long discussion concerning two other sites of raising alike the standard of their character and 
offered by the city, one in George Square, the acquirements, originated in 1617, when James VI. 
other where now the Scott monument stands. In issued an order in Parliament for the establishment 
the stone was placed a parchment containing the of a College of Physicians in Edinburgh-an order 
names of the then fellows, several coins of 1771, which recites the evils suffered by the community 
:md a large silver medal. There was also another from the intrusion of unqualified practitioners. He- 
silver medal, with the arms of the city, and an further suggested that three members of the pro- 
inscription bearing that it had been presented by posed college should yearly visit the apothecaries' 
the city to Mr. Craig, in compliment to his pro- shops, and destroy all bad or insufficient drugs 
fessional talents in 17 6 7, as follows:- found therein; but the year 16 3 0 came, and found 
JACOBO CRAIG, only a renewal of the proposal for a college, 
ARCHITECTO, referred to the Privy Council by Charles 1. But 
PROPTER OPTI'n':M, the civil war followed, and nothing more was done- 
EDD/BURGI NOYI till 16 5 6 , when Cromwell issued a patent, still ex- 
ICH:o/OGRAPI!I UM , 
D.D. tant, initiating a college of physicians in Scotland, 
SFN ATUS, with the powers proposed by James VI. 
EDiNBURGENSIS, Years passed on, and by the opposition princi- 
MDCCLXVII, pally of the College of Surgeons, the universities, 
This builòing, now numbered among the things the municipality, and even the clergy, the charter 
that were, had a frontage of eighty-four feet, and: of incorporation was not obtained until 1681, when 
had a portico of four very fine Corinthian columns, I the great seal of Scotland was appended to it on 
standing six feet from the wall upon a flight of St. Andrew's day. Among other clauses therein 
steps seven feet above the pavement. The sunk \ was one to enforce penalties on the unqualified 
floor, which was all vaulted, contained rooms for the who practised medicine j another for the punish- 
librarian and other officials; the entrance floor ment of aU licentiates who might violate the laws 
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<)f the college, which had entire control over the "which had prevented the college from availing 
drugs of apothecaries and chemists. It further itself of the plans of Adam, and which had caused 
protected Fellows from sitting on juries. it to desire to part with its new hall in George 
Under this charter the college continued to Street, even before its occupation, still pressed 
-discharge its functions for many years, although heavily upon it. Having at that time no funded 
it eventually abandoned in practice the exclusive capital, it was entirely dependent on the entrance- 
rights conferred on it, and ceased to exercise any fees paid by Fellows, a fluctuating and inadequate 
inspection over the shops of apothecaries as the source of income, Besides, beautiful as the 
changes of social position and necessity caused George Street hall was in its outward proportions, 
many of the provisions to fall into abeyance. its internal arrangements were not so convenient as 
Having become sensible of the advantages th2.t might have been desired, and it is therefore not to 
would accrue to it from a new charter, to the end be wondered at that when the college found their 
that it might be free from the obligation of admit- site was coveted by a wealthy banking corporation 
ting to its license all Scottish University graduates their poverty and not their will consented; and in 
without examination, to get rid of the clause pro- 1843 the George Street hall was sold to the Com- 
hibiting its connection with a medical school, mercial Bank for E, 20,000-a sum which it was 
and further, that it might have the power of ex- hoped would suffice to build a more comfortable 
pelling unworthy members, a new charter was pre- if less imposing, hall, and leave a surplus to secure 
pared in 1843, but, after a great many delays a certain, though possibly a small, annual income. 
.and readjustments, was not obtained until the 16th Although the transaction was obviously an advan- 
()f August, 1861. tageous one for the college, it was not without 
The first president of the institution was Dr. some difficulty that many of the Fellows made up 
Archibald Stevenson, who was elected on the 8th their minds to part with a building of which they 
-of December, 1681, and held the chair tin 1684; were justly proud." 
his successor was Sir Robert Sibbald (of the house The beautiful hall was accordingly demolished 
-of Balgonie), an eminent physician, naturalist, and to the foundation stone, in which were found the 
.antiquary, who graduated in medicine at Leyden silver medals and other relics now in possession ot 
in 1661; but from the time of his elec
ion there is the college, which rented for its use No, 121, 
.a hiatus in the records tin the 30th of Novem- George Street tin the completion of its new hall, 
ber, 1693, when we again find in the chair Dr. whither we shan shortly follow it. 
Archibald Stevenson, with the then considerable On its site was built, in 1847, the Commercial 
honour of knighthood. Bank, an imposing structure of mingled Greek and 
It was when Sir Thomas Burnet, author of Roman character, designed by David Rhind, an 
" 7 heSaltrUS lIIedicÙzæ Practicæ," London, I 673, architect of high reputation. The magnificent 
'was president, in 1696-8, that we find it recorded portico is hexastyle, There are ninety-five feet in 
that certain ruinous buildings bordering on the length of façade, the columns are thirty.five feet in 
Cowgate were converted by the college "into a height, with an entablature of nine feet; the pedi- 
pavilion-shaped cold bath, which was open to the ment is fifteen feet six inches in height, and holds 
inhabitants generany, at a charge for each ablution in its tympanum a beautiful group of emblematic 
-of twelve shillings Scots, and one penny to the sculpture from the chisel of A. Hand} side Ritchie, 

ervant; but those who subscribed one guinea which figures on the notes of the bank. It has 
.annually might resort to it as often as they a spacious and elegant telling-room, surrounded 
pleased." I by tall Corinthian pillars, \\ith a vaulted roof, 
Under the presidency of Dr. John Drummond, measuring ninety feet by fifty. The Commercial 
in 1722, a new hall was erected in the gardens at I Bank of Scotland and the National Bank of Scot- 
Fountain Close; but proving insufficient, the col- I land have been incorporated by royal charter; but 
lege was compelled to relinquish certain plans for as there is no doubt about their being unlimited, 
an edifice, oftàed by Adam the architect, and to they are considered, with the Scottish joint stock 
find a temporary asylum in the Royal Infirmary, I banks, of recent creation. 
In 1770 the premises at Fountain Close were sold The deed of partnership of the Commercial 
for E,800; more money was raised by mortgage Bank is dated 31st October, 1810, but subsequent 
:md other means, and the hall we have described alterations have taken place, none of which, how- 
was erected in George Street, only to be relinquished I ever, in any way affect the principle named and 
in time, after about seventy years' occupancy. confirmed in the charter. The capital of the bank 
"The same poverty," says the" Historical Sketch," : was declared at E,3,000,000; but only a third of 
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that sum has been called. It is expressly provided 
hy the charter of the bank, granted 5th August, 
183 I, "that nothing contained in these presents 
shall be construed as intended to limit the re- 
sponsibility and liability of the individual partners of 
the said Corporation for the debts and engagements 
lawfully contracted by the said Corporation, which 
responsibility and liability is to remain as valid 
and effectual as if these presents had not been 
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most elegant of any in Britain." In addition to 
the ball-room, "there is to be a tea-room, fifty 
feet by thirty-six, which will also serve as a ball- 
room on ordinary occasions; also a grand saloon, 
thirty-eight feet by forty-four feet, besides other 
and smaller rooms. The whole expense will be' 
6,000 guineas, and the building is to be begun 
immediately. Another Assembly Room, on a 
smaller scale, is to be built immediately by the- 
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granted, any law or prolctice to the contrary 
notwithstanding." 
The branch of the Clydesdale Bank, a little 
farther westward on the other side, is a handsome 
building; but the next chief edifice-which, with 
its arcade of three rustic arches and portico, was 
long deemed by those obstinately wedded to use 
and wont both an eyesore and encroachment on 
the old monotonous amenity of George Street, when 
first erected-is the Assembly Rooms. 
The principal dancing-hall here is ninety-two feet 
long by forty-two feet wide, and forty feet high, 
adorned with magnificent crystal lustres. " The 
.New Assembly Rooms, for which the ground is 
staked out in the new town," says the EdÙz/l1trgh 
Adz 1 trtÙl'1 for ,\pril, J 783, "will be among the 
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inhabitants on the south side of the town, in 
George Square." Eventually this room was place(t 
in Buccleuch Place. " Since the peace," continues. 
the paper, "a great deal of ground has been feued 
for houses in the new town, and the buildings there 
are going on with astonishing rapidity." 
To the assemblies of 1783, the letters of 
Theophrastus inform us that gentlemen were in 
the habit of reeling "from the tavern, flustered 
with wine, to an assembly of as elegant anll 
beautiful women as any in Europe;" also that 
minuets had gone out of fashion, and country 
dances were chiefly in vogue, and that in 1787 a 
master of the ceremonies was appointed. The 
weekly assemblies here in the Edinburgh seasun 
are now among the most brilliant and best con- 
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rlucted in Europe; but the regulations as issued for 
them a century ago may amuse their frequenters in 
the present day, and we copy them verbatim. 
.. NEW ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
GEORGE SrREET. 
.. THE proprietors finding that the mode they proposed for 

ubscribll1g to the assemblies this \\ inter has not met with 
general approbation, did, at a general meeting, held 12th 
January, come to the following resolutions as to the mode of 
admi
:-o.ion in future :- 
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OLD I'HYS1CIA:-IS' HAl L, GEORGE STREET, 1829. (Aft,r SIz,þlun/,) 


.. L That the ladies' subscription 
hall be one guinea. 
"II. That subscriptions for gentlemen who are proprietors 
of the rooms shall be one gumea. I 
.. II 1. That the subscription for gentlemen who are not 
proprietors of the rooms shall be two guineas, I 
"IV. That each subscriber shall have twenty-four admis- 
sion tickets. 
.. V, Subscribers when absent to have the power of grant- 
ing two of these tickets for each a<sembly, either to a lady 
or gentleman, and no more; when present, only one; and no 
ticket will procure aòmittance unless ùated and signeel hy 
the granter; and the tickets thus granted are not transferable, 
"VI, Each non-subscriber to pay 3s. at the door on 
presenting his ticket. 
.. VI I. Each director is allowed two ac1ditional tid.ets 
extraordinary for each asse:ubly, which he may transfer, 
adding- the word Director to his signature. 
.. V II \. No admÏJsim. "'Ithoul a licket Oil ail}' oceo.tIlt 
wha/t'i." r. 


.. Subscription books are open at the house of the Master 
of the Ceremonies, William (jraham, E'q., No. 66, I'lÍnces 
Street, and l\I r. \\'illiam Sanderson, merchant, in the 
Luckenbooths, to either of whom the nobility and gentry 
intending to subscribe are requested to send Iheir names and 
subscription money, when they will receive their tickets. 
The first assembly (of the season) to be on Thursday, the 
29th January, 1789." 
Prior to the erection of the adjoining music 
hall many great banquets and public meetings 
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1 took place in the great ball-room. One of thl. 
most interesting of these was the second ovation 
bestowed on the famous Black Watch in 1816. 
There had been a grand reception of, the 
regiment in 1802, on its return from Eg} pt, when 
a new set of colours, decorated with the Sphin'\, 
after a prayer by Principal Bairò, were besto\\ed 
upon the war-worn Highland battalion on tht. 
Castle Hill by General Vyse, amid a v.tst con- 
course of enthusiastic spectators; but a still gre.lter 
ovation and a banquet awaited the regiment on 
its return to Edinburgh Castle in the }'ear after 
\\' a teT! 00. 
lt entered the citv in two divisions on the 19th 
and 20th March, 1816. Colonel Dick of TuB}- 
bole, who afterw,uds fell in India, rode at the head 
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<Jf the first, accompanied by Major-General Hope 
.anù that famous old literary officer General Stewart 
of Garth, who had been wounded under its colours 
in Egypt; and nothing could surpass the grand, 
even tearful, enthusiasm with which the veterans 
had been welcomed "in every town and village 
through which their route from England lay. 
Early on the 19th," says the Scots lIIagazi1ze, "vast 
crowds were collected on the streets, in expectation 
of their arrivaL The road as far as Musselburgh 
was crowded with people; and as they approached 
the city, so much was their progress impeded by the 
multitude that their march from Piershill to the 
castle-less than two miles-occupied two hours, 
House-tops and windows were crowded with spec- 
tators, anà as they passed along the streets, amid 
the ringing of bells, waving of flags, and the 
acclamation of thousands, their red and black 
plumes, tattered colours-emblems of their well- 
earned fame in fight-and glittering bayonets, were 
all that could be seen of these heroes, except by 
the few who were fortunate in obtaining elevated 
situations. The scene, viewed from the windows 
and house-tops, was the most extraordinary ever 
witnessed in this city. The crowds were wedged 
together across the whole breadth of the street, and 
extended in length as far as the eye could reach, 
and this motley throng appeared to move like a 
solid body, till the gallant Highlanders were safely 
lodged in the castle." 
To the whole of the non-commissioned officers 
and privates a grand banquet by public subscription, 
under the superintendence of Sir \Valter Scott, was 
given in the Assembly Room, and every man was 
presented with a free ticket to the Theatre Royal. 
A similar banquet and ovation was bestowed on the 
7 8th or Ross-shire Buffs, who marched in a few 
-days after. 
H was in the Assembly Rooms that Sir Walter 
Scott, on the 23rd February, 1827, at the annual 
dinner of the Edinburgh Theatrical Fund Associa- 
tion, avowed himself to be "the Great Unknown," 
acknowledging the authorship of the Waverley 
Novels-scarcely a secret then, as the recent ex- 
posure of Constable's affairs had made the circum- 
stance pretty well known, particularly in literary 
circles. 
In June, 1841, a great public banquet was given 
to Charles Dickens in the Assembly Rooms, at 
which Professor Wilson presided, and which the 
novelist subsequently referred to as having been 
a source of sincere gratification to him. 
The rooms underwent considerable improve- 
ments in 1871; but two shops have always been 
in the basement storey, and the western of these 


is now occupied by the Edinburgh branch of the 
Imperial Fire and Life Assurance Company. 
In immediate connection with the Assembly 
Rooms is the great music hall, built in 1843, at 
the cost of more than E,IO,OOO. It is a magni- 
ficent apartment, with a vast domed and panelled 
roof, 108 feet long by 91 feet broad, with orchestral 
accommodation for several hundred performers, 
and a powerful and splendid organ. by Hill of 
London. 
It is the most celebrated place in the city for 
public meetings. There, in 1853, was inaugurated 
by Lord Eglinton and others, the great Scottish 
Rights Association, the ultimate influence of which 
procured so many necessary grants of money for 
Scottish purposes; in 1859 the first Burns Centenary, 
and in 187 I the first Scott Centenary, were cele- 
brated in this hall. There, too, has the freedom of 
the city been bestowed upon many great statesmen, 
soldiers, and others. There has Charles Dickens 
often read his "Christmas Carols" to delighted 
thousands; and there it was that, in 1856, the great 
novelist and humourist, Thackeray, was publicly 
hissed down (to the marked discredit of his audience. 
be it said) in one of his readings, for making dis- 
paraging remarks on Mary Queen of Scots. 
The new Union Bank of Scotland is on the 
south side of the street. Commenced in 1874, it 
was finished in 1878. from designs by David 
Bryce. R.S.A. It is in the Tuscan style, with a 
frontage of more than 100 feet, and extends south- 
wards to Rose Street Lane. It exhibits three 
storeys rising from a sunk basement. with their 
entrances, each furnished with a portico of Ionic 
columns. The first floor windows are flanked by 
pilasters, and furnished with en tablatures and 
pediments; the second floors have architraves, 
and moulded sills. while the wall-head is terminated 
by a bold cornice , supporting a balustrade. The 
telling-room is magnificent-fully eighty feet long 
by fifty feet broad, and arranged in a manner alike 
commodious and elegant. In the sunk basement 
is a library, with due provision of safes for various 
bank purposes, and thither removed, in 1879, the 
famous old banking house to which we have more 
than once had occasion to refer, from its old quar- 
ters in the P.uliament Square, which were then 
announced as for sale, with its fireproof interior 
"of polished stone, with groined arches on the 
various floors; its reconl rooms, book and bullion 
safes of dressed stone, alike thief and fire proof." 
Here we may briefly note that the Union Bank 
was incorporated in 1862. and its paid-up capital 
is E, 1,000,000; but this bank is in reality of a 
much older date, and was originally known as the 
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Glasgow Union Bank Company, which dates from 
1830; in 1843 the name was changed to the 
Union Bank of Scotland. As was stated by Mr. 
Gairdner to the Committee of the House of 
Commons on "Banks of Issue" (1874), several 
private and public banks were incorporated from 
time to time in the Union: notably, the Thistle 
Bank of Glasgow in 1836, the Paisley Union Bank 
in 1838, the Ayr Bank, the Glasgow Arms and 
Ship Bank in 1843, Sir William Forbes and J. 
Hunter and Co. in the same year, The Aberdeen 
Bank was also absorbed in the Union system in 
1849, and the Perth Banking Company in 1857. 
The special general meeting for "considering 
whether or not this bank should be registered 
under the Companies Act, 1862," was called on 
the loth December, 1862, but the bank had in 
fact been so registered on the 3rd November of 
the same year. At the meeting, Sir John Stuart 
Forbes, Bart., was in the chair, and it was unani- 
mously agreed "that it is expedient that the 
bank register itself as an unlimited company under 
the Companies Act, 1862. and that the meeting do 
now assent to the bank being so registered, and 
authorise the directors to take all necessary steps 
for carrying the motion into effect." 
Opposite the Northern Club-a mere plain 
dwelling-house-is the Masonic Hall and offices 
of the grand lodge of Scotland, No. 98, George 
Street. The foundation stone was laid on the 
24th of June, 1858, with due masonic honours, by 
the Grand Master, the Duke of Athole, whose 
henchman, a bearded Celt of vast proportions, in 
Drummond tartan, armed with shield and claymore, 
attracted great attention. The streets were lined 
by the 17th Lancers and the Staffordshire Militia. 
The building was finished in the following year, 


:md, among many objects of great masonic interest, 
contains the large picture of the " Inauguration of 
Robert Burns as Poet Laureate of the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland," by William Stewart Watson, 
a deceased artist, nephew of George 'Vatson, first 
president of the Scottish Academy, and cousin of 
the late Sir John Watson Gordon. He was an ar- 
dent Freemason, and for twenty years was secretary 
to the Canongate Kilwinning Lodge. 
His picture is a very valuable one, as containinj:!; 
excellent portraits of many eminent men who took 
part in that ceremony. He was the same artist 
who desit,TJ1ed the embellishments of the library at 
Abbotsford, at the special request of Sir Walter 
Scott, to whom he was nearly related. 
In this office are the rooms and records of the 
Grand Secretary, and there the whole general 
business of the entire masonic body in Scotland is 
transacted. 
Three fine bronze pedestrian statues decorate 
this long and stately street, 
The first of these statues, at the intersection of 
George Street and Hanover Street, to the memory 
of George IV., is by Chantrey, and was erected in 
November, 1831. It is twelve feet in height, on a 
granite pedestal of eighteen feet, executed by Mr, 
Wallace. The largest of the blocks weighed 
fifteen tons, and all were placed by means of some 
of the cranes used in the erection of the National 
Monument. 
The second, at the intersection of Frederick 
Street, is also by Chantrey, to the memory of 
William Pitt, and was erected in 1833. 
The third, at the intersection of Castle Street, on 
a red granite pedestal, was erected in 1878 to the 
memory of Dr. Chalmers, and is by the hand of 
Sir John Steel. 


CHAPTER Xx. 


QUEEN STREET. 


The Philosophical Tn,titution -House of Baron Orde-New Ph}sician.' Hall-Sir James V. Simpson, M,D,-The House of Professor 
Wilson-Sir John Leslie-Lord Rockville-Sir James Grant of Grant-The Hopetoun Rooms-Edinburgh Educational Institution 
for Ladie.. 


QUEEN STREET was a facsimile of Princes Street, ' looks northward over its whole length on beautiful 
but its grouping and surroundings are altogether gardens laid out in shrubs and flowers, beyond 
different. I which lie fair white terraces and streets that far 
Like Princes Street, it is a noble terrace, but not excel itself-the assembled beauties of another new 
overlooked at a short distance bv the magnificent I town spreading away to the wide blue waters of the 
castle and the Dunedin of the l\Iiddle Ages. It Firth of Forth. How true are the lines of Scott !- 
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" Caledonia's queen is changed, 

ince on her dw;ky summit ranged , 
Within its steepy limit. pent 
By bulwark, line, and battlt:ment, 
And flanking towers and laky flood, 
Guarded and garrisoned, she stood , 
Denying entrance or resort, 
Save at each tall embattled port; 
Above whose arch suspended hung 
Portcullis, spiked with iron prong, 
That long is gone; but not so long, 
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reading-room in this institution. The libr.try con- 
tains above 2
,000 volumes of standard works in 
every department of literature and science; and 
there is one of reference, kept in a separate depart- 
ment , consisting of a valuable collection of encyclo- 
pædias, geographical, biographical, and scientific 
dictionaries, atlases, statistical tables , &c., which 
are at all times available to the numerous members 
on application. 
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Cbsses for Latin, French, l;erman, drawing of 
I all kinds, mathematics, shorthand, writing, arith- 
metic, fencing, and gymna>.tics, are open on 
I very moderate terms; 
md the members of the 
I Edinburgh Chess Club, who must also he members 
I of the Philosophical Institution, meet in one of 
I the apartments, which is open for their use from 
II a.m. to 10 p,m. 
.-\dj 1inin
 thie; edifice were the offices of the 
:"Jear the east end of Queen Street is the Philo- Uniteù Presbyterian Church of 
coLlanù. 
sophical I nstitution, the late president of which was No.8 Queen Street was huilt anrl occupied hy 
Thomas Carlyle. It was founded in 1848. Here Chief Baron Orde of the Scotti
h FxcheC]uer, and 
lectures are delivered on all manner of scientific in size considerably exceeds and excels the other 
and literary subjects. The programme of these houses in its vicinity. Baron Orde, who
e 
fo;- a session averages about tlurty subjects. There dalwhter Eli/abeth became the second wife of 
are a library, reading-room, news, room, anù laùies' Lord Bra:\field, died in 17 ì 7, and was succeeded in 
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THE MUSIC HALL, GEORGE STREET, 


Since early closerl, and opening late, 
Jealou
 rpvolverl the sturlderl g
te, 
\Vho_e ta.,k from eve to morning tide 
A wicket churlishly supplied. 
Stern then and 
teel-g:rt "as thy bro". 
Unn-Edin! Oh, how altered no\\' ! 
\\ hen safe amid thy mountam court 
Thou silt'st like tom pre,s at her sport, 
And liberal, unconfinecl, and free, 
Flilll;ing thy white arms to the sea!" 
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office by Sir James Montgomery of Stmhope. ried a daughter of Lord Bra"field, and died in 182 5, 
Early in the next century the house was the leaving behind him a reputation for considerable 
residence of Sir William Cunningham, Bart., and in talent and sound judgment, both as a barrister and 
more recent }'ears had as an occupant the g:Jll.mt judge. He had two sons in the army-Patrick, 
Sir Neil Douglas, Commander of the Forces in who served in the old 2ðth Light Dragoons, and 
Scotland and Governor of Edinburgh Castle, who Robert, who òied in Jamaica in 180 9, Lieutenant- 
-commanded the Cameron Highlanders in the war Colonel of the 18th Royal Irish, 
with France, and was contused by a ball at Quatre I His house is now occupied by the site of the 
Bras. It is now occupied by the Edinburgh Insti- Caledonian United Service Club, erected in 18 53. 
tution for Education, the head of "hieh is Dr. , In 181I Xu. 27 was the residence of General 
Ferguson, F.R.S.E. Graham Stirling, an old and distinguished officer, 
Nos. 9 and 10 were removed in 184-4 to make whose family still occupy it. In the same year 
way for the present hall of the Royal College of Alexander Keith of Ravelston, Hereditary Knight 
Physicians, on the demolition of the former one in \Iarshal of Scotland, occupied No. 43. Behind the 
George Street. The foundation stone was laid on house line stands St. Luke's Free Church, which has 
the 8th of August, 1844-, by the then president, a fictitious street front in the Tudor style, "ith two 
Dr. Renton, in presence of the Fellows of the richly crocketed finials. 
college and others. In it were de;)osited a copy of I No. 38 was the hOllse of George Paton, Advocate, 
the first edition of the" EdinburgÌ1 Pharmacopa:ia," I and afterwards Lord J lIstice Clerk, whose suicide 
containing a list of the Fellows of the college; a made much sensatiun in Edinburgh a few years 
work concerning its private affairs, printed several I ago. 
years before; an Edinburgh Almanac for the In 
o. 52 lived and died one of the most illus- 
CUI rent year; several Blitish coins, and a silver trious citizens of Edinburgh-Professor Sir James 
plate with a suitable Latin inscription. I Y Dung Simpson, Bart., who came to Edinburgh a 
It was designed by Thomas Hamilton, and is poor and nearly friendless student, yet in time 
adorned in front with an Attic Corinthian tetrastyle, I I attained, as Professor of 
lid\\Ïfery in the Cniversity 
surmounted by a common Corinthian distyle, and and as the discoverer of eJ\.tended uses of chloro- 
is handsomely adorned by colossal statues of I form, a colossal fame, not only in Europe, but 
Æ'sculapius, Hippocrates, and Hygeia; but it was \\herever the English language is spoken. He 
barely completed when, ample though its accom- obtained the chair of midwifery in 184- 0 , and seven 
modation appeared to be, the rapid additions to years after made his t,Tfeat discovery. In 18 49 he 
its library and the great increase in the number of, was elected President of the Edinburgh College 
Fellows, consequent on a reduction of the money of Phys!cians; in 1852 President of the .:\ledico- 
entry, and other changes, seemed to render an Chirurgical Society; and in the following year, 
extension necessary. under circumstances of the greatest fdal, Foreign 
In r-io. II are the offices of the Edillhurgh Associate of the French Academy of Medicine, 
Gazette, the representati\'e of the paper started by In 1856 the French Academy of Sciences a\\arded 
Captain Donaldson in 1699, and re-issued by the him the" Monthyon Prize" of 2,000 francs for the 
same person in March, J 7 0 7. benefits he conferred on humanity by the introduc- 
Sir Henry Wellwood 
loncriff, Bart., D.D., a tion of anæsthesia by chloroform into the practice 
distinguished divine, who for half a century was of surgery and mid\\ ifery. 
'one of the brightest ornaments of the Scottish I A few weeks earlier, for the same noble cause, he 
Church, resided in Ko. 13 during the first years of won the royal order of St. Olaf, from Oscar, King 
the present century. He died in August, 1827, I of Sweden, and In 1866 was created a baronet of 
and his second, son, J ames, a senator, under the Great Britain. His professional writings are too 
title of Lord Moncrieft
 succeeded to the baronetcy, numerous to be recorded here, suffice it to say 
\\ hich is one of the oldest in Scotland, having that they have been tran
lated into e\ ery European 
been conferred by Charles 1. in 1626. language. 
It was afterwards occupied by the Scottish r-io man ever attracted so many \'isitors to Edin- 
Heritable Security Company, burgh as Sir James Simpson, for many came to see 
The next house westward was the residence, at 11im who were not invalids. His house in Queen 
the same time, of William Honeyman of Graemsay, Street was the centre of attraction for men of 
who was elevated to the bench as I.onJ. Armadale, letters and science from all parts of the world- 
and created a baronet in 1804. He had been pre- ph} sicians, n:lturali
ts, antitluarians, and literati of 
viouslySheriff of the county of Lanar\"shire. He mar- all kinds were dolily to be met at his table. His 
68 
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hospitality was princely, his charity and his philan-I from graceful way. He saw at once that he must 
thropy to the poor were boundless; and amid the have been sent to sleep by the chloroform. He saw 
crowds of patients and visitors-many of them of I his friends still under its effects. In a word, he 
the highest rank in Europe-with whom his house' saw that the great discovery had been made, and that 
overflowed, the grand professor moved with un- his long labours had come to a successful end." 
affected ease and gaiety, and talking of everything, Since then how much bodily anguish has vanished 
from some world-wide discovery in the most severe under its silent influence! In Britain there are 
of the severer sciences, to the last new novel. He now many manufactories of chloroform; and in 
had a word or a jest for all, Edinburgh alone there is one which makes about 
How he carried on his gigantic practice-how three millions of doses yearly-evidence, as Simp- 
he achieved his splendid and apparently unac- son said, of" the great extent to which the practice- 
countable scientific investigations-how he found is now carried of wrapping men, women, and 
time for his antiquarian and literary labours, and children in a painless sleep during some of the 
yet was able to take a prominent part in every most trying moments and hours of human existence, 
public, and still more in every philanthropic, and esp['cially when our frail brother man is laid 
movement, was ever a mystery to all who knew upon the operating-table and subjected to the tor- 
him. ture of the surgeons' knives and scalpels, his saw& 
But during the long and weary watches of the and his cauteries." 
night, beside the ailing or the dying, when watching As to his invention of acupressure in lieu of the 
perilous cases with which he alone could grapple, ligature, though its adoption has not become general 
he sat by the patient's side with book or pen in throughout the surgical world, the introduction of 
hand, for not a moment of his priceless time was this simple method of restraining hæmorrhage would 
ever wasted. of itself have entitled Simpson to enrol his name 
"Many of my most brilliant papers," he once among the greatest surgeons of Europe, 
said to his students, "were composed at the bed- The last great movement with which he wa& 
side of my patients." Yet he never neglected connected was hospital reform. He argued that 
them, even the most poor and needy-and they while only one in 180 patients who had even an 
had his preference even to the peers and princes arm amputated died in the country or in their 
of the land, As a physician he had fewer failures homes, one in thirty died in hospitals. His idea 
and made fewer mistakes than most men, and he was that the unit of a hospital was not the ward, 
saved the lives of thousands. Simpson was not a but the bed, and the ideal hospital should have 
specialist-his mind was too broad and great for every patient absolutely shut off from every other, 
that; and no one ever excelled him in the inge- so that the unhealthy should not pollute or injure 
nuity, simplicity, and originality of his treatment the healthy. 
When other men shrank from the issues of life As an antiquarian and archæologist he held the 
and death, he was swift to do, to dare, and to save; highest rank, and for some years was president of 
and it is a curious fact that on the night Simpson the Scottish Society of Antiquaries. 
was born in his father's humble abode in the village His religious addresses were remarkable for their 
of Bathgate, the village doctor has marked in his sweetness, freshness, and fervour; and one which 
case-book that on that occasion he "arrived too he gave at the last of some special religious 
late! " services held in the Queen Street Hall during the 
By the introduction of chloroform into his practice, winter of 1861-2 made a great impression on all 
the labour of 2,000 years of investigation culmi- who heard him. 
nated. A new era was inaugurated for woman, He was member of a host of learned societies, 
though the clergy rose in wrath, and denounced it I the mere enumeration of which would tire the 
as an interference with the laws of Providence. reader." These were his earthly honours; but 
It was on the 28th of November, 1847, that he their splendour pales ,,,hen we think that on what- 
became satisfied of the safety of using chloroform ever spot on earth a human being suffers, and is 
by experimenting on himself and two other medical released from ant,TUish by the application of those 
men. "Drs. Simpson, Keith, and Duncan," we I discoveries his mighty genius has revealed to man- 
are told, " sat each" ith a tumbler in hand, and in I kind, his name is remembered with gratitude, and 
the tumbler a napkin. ChlorofomJ was poured I associated with the noLlest and greatest of those 
upon each napkin, and inhaled. Simpson, after a I I who, in all ages of the world, have devoted their 
while, drowsy as he was, was roused by Dr. Duncan lives and their genius to enlightening and brighten- 
snoring, and by Dr. Keith kicking about in a far I ing the lot of humanity." 
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He died of disease of the heart at 52, Queen mother of Professor John Wilson, widow of a 
Street, on the 6th May, 1870, and never was man wealthy gauze manufacturer, Her maiùen name 
more lamented by all ranks and classes of society; I was Margaret Sym, and her brother Robert figures 
2.nd nothing in life so became him, as the calmness I in the Nodes Ambrosianæ, under the cognomen of 
and com age with which he left it. " Timothy Tickler." Wilson's" Memoirs" contain 
His own great skill had taught him that from many of his own letters, dated from there, after 1806 
the first his recovery was doubtful, and in speaking till his removal to Anne Street. There he wrote his 
of a possibly fatal issue, his principal reason for "Isle of Palms," prior to his marriage with Miss 
desiring life was that he hoped, if it were God's Jane Penny in May, 181 I, and there, with his young 
will, that he might have been spared to do a little wife and her sisters, he was resident with the old 
more service in the cause of hospital reform; all lady at the subsequent Christmas. His father 
his plans and prospects were limited by this refer-Ileft him an unencumbered fortune of .1;5 0 ,000, 
ence to the Divine will. which had enabled him to cut a good figure at 
"If God takes me to-night," said he to a friend, Oxford. 
" I feel that I am resting on Christ with the simple .. A little glimpse of the life at 53 Queen Street, 
faith of a child." And in this faith he passed and the pleasant footing subsisting between the 
away. relatives gathered there, is afforded in a note of 
His funeral was a great and solemn ovation young 1\Irs. Wilson about this time to a sister," 
indeed; and never since Thomas Chalmers was laid says Mrs. Gordon. .. She thanks 'Peg' for her 
i
 his grave had Edinburgh witnessed such a scene note, which, she says, 'was sacred to myself. It is 
as that exhibited in Queen Street on the 13th May. not my custom, you may tell her, to show my 
From the most distant shires, even of the High- letters to John.' She goes on to speak of Edin- 
lands and the northern counties of England, and burgh society, dinners, and evening panies, and 
from London, people came to pay their last tribute whom she most likes. The Rev. 1\1r. Morehead is 
to him whom one of the London dailies emphatically C a great fa vourite;' Mr. Jeffrey is 'a horrid little 
styled" the grand old Scottish doctor." man,' but' held in as high estimation here as the 
St. Luke's Free Church, near his house, was made Bible. ' Mrs, Wilson senior gives a ball, and 15 0 
the meeting place of the general public. In front people are invited. 'The girls are looking forward 
()f the funeral car were the Senatus AcaJemicus, to it with great delight. Mrs, Wilson is very nice 
headed by the principal, Sir Alexander Grant of with them, and lets them ask anybody they like. 
Dalvey, and the Royal College of Physicians, all There is not the least restraint put upon them. 
in academic costume; the magistrates, with all John's poems will be sent from here next week. 
their official robes and insignia; all the literary, The large size is a guinea, and the small one 
scientific, legal, and commercial bodies in the city twelve shillings.'" 
sent their quota of representatives, which, together Elsewhere we are told that John \Yilson's 
with the High Constables and students, made alto- "home was in Edinburgh. His mother received 
gether 1,7 00 men in deep mourning. him into her house, where he resided till 181 9," 
The day was warm and bright, and vast crowds She was a lady whose domestic management 
thronged every street from his house to the grave was the wonder and admiration of all zealous 
on the southern slope of \Yarriston cemetery, and housekeepers. Under one roof, in 53 Queen 
on every side were heard ever and anon the Street, she contrived to accommodate three distinct 
lamentations of the poor, while most of the shops families; and there, besides the generosity exercised 
were closed, and the bells of the churches tolled. towards her own, she was hospitable to all, and 
The spectators were estimated at 100,000, and her charity to the poor was unbounded; and when 
the most intense decorum prevailed. An idea of she died, "it was, as it were, the extinction of a 
the length of the procession may be gathered from bright particular star, nor can anyone who ever 
the fact that, although it consisted of men marching saw her altogether forget the effect of her presence. 
in spctions of fours, it took upwards of thirty-three She belonged to that old school of Scottish ladies 
minutes to pass any given point. whose refinement and intellect never interfered 
A grave was offered in Westminster, but declined with duties the most humble." 
by his family, who wished to have him bmied In those days in Edinl.JUrgh the system of a 
among themselves. A white marble bust of him by household neither sought nor suggested a number 
Brodie was, however, placed in the Abbey in 1879. of servants; thus many domestic duties de\'Olved 
No, 53, Queen Street, the house adjoining that upon the lady herself: for example, the china 
()f Sir James, was the residence of .\Irs. Wilson, -usually a rare set-after breakfast and tea, was 
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always washed and carefully put away by her own peace anù harmony reigned supreme, and there are 
delicate hands, and thus breakage was evaded. now not a few of her grandchildren who remember 
Marketing was then done in the early morning; this fine old Scottish matron with affection and 
and many a time was the stately figure of oldl\lrs. I gratitude. 
Wilson, "in her elegantly-fitting black satin dress, I In ISIS John Wilson had been caned to the bar
 
seen to pass to and fro from the old market place at the same time with his firm friend Pathck Robert- 
of Edinburgh, followed by some I.!vuurite cadl1ie I son, Sir \\ illiam l-l.1milton, Andrew Rutherford
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(or street porter), bearing the well-chosen meats and I Archibald Alison, and others; and in 1819, he, with 
vegetables that no skill but her own was permitted his wife and children, then five in number, removed 
to select." from his mother's house in Qneen Street to No. 29 
She was a high Tory of the old school; and it is Anne Street, Stockbridge. It was in No. 53, how- 
told of her that on hearing it said that her son ever, th.!t the famous "Chaldee Manuscript" was 
was contributing to the Edil/bll1"f:h Rn.ze7í', she written, ami,l such shouts of laughter, says Mrs. 
exclaimed, " John, if you turn "'hig this house is Gordon," that the lad ies in the room above, sent 
DO longer big enough for us both! " to inquire in wonder what the gentlemen below 
In No. 53 she had under her roof for sevcul were about. I am informed that among those who 
years two married sons, with their wi\'es, children, were met together on that memorable occasion 
and servants, together with her own immediate was Sir William Hamilton, who also exercised his 
household, includiÙg two unmarried daughters; yet . wit in writing a verse, and was so amused by his 
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O\\n performance that he tumbled off his chair in a 
fit of laughter." 
No. 62 Queen Street was inhabited by Lord 
Jeffrey from 1802 till 1810. In the following year 
it became the residence of Sir John Leslie, K.H., 
Professor of Mathematics in the University of 
Edinburgh, who in 1800 invented the differential 
thermometer, one of the most beautiful and deli- 
cate instruments that inductive genius ever con- 
trived as a help to experimental research; and the 
results of his inquiries concerning the nature and 
laws of heat, in which he was so much aided by 
this exquisite instrument, were published in 1804, 
in his celebrated" Essay on the Nature and Pro- 
pagation of Heat." Sir John Leslie was one of 
those many self-made men who are peculiarly the 
glory of Scotland, for he was the son of a poor 
joiner in Largo, yet he attained to the highest 
honours a university can bestow. In 1832, along 
with Herschel, Brewster, Harris, Nichols, and others, 
on the recommendation of Lord Brougham, he was 
created a Knight of the Guelphic Order, but died 
in the November of that year from an attack of 
erysipelas. 
X o. 64 was, and is still, the town residence of 
the Earl
 of ""emyss, but has had many other 
tenants, Among others here resided" Lang Sandy 
Gordon," as he was named in those days of simple 
and unassuming familiarity, the son of William, 
second Earl of Aberdeen, ",ho was admitted an 
advocate in 1759, and became Ste\\an-depute of 
Kirkcudbright in 1764. Twenty years afterwards 
he was raised to the bench as Lord Rockville, and 
resided long in the close" hich bore that name on 
the Castle Hill, and afterwards in Queen Street. 
He ",as remarkable for his manly beauty and 
handsome figure, He was a member of the Cro- 
challan Club, and a great convivialist. Walking 
down the High Street one day, when the pavement 
was unsafe by ice, he fell, and broke his arm, 
He was conveyed to Provost Elder's shop, opposite 
the Tron church, where surgical aid was procured 
and his arm dressed; but, unfortunately, when his 
friends were conveying him to his new home at 
No. 64, one of the chairmen fell and overturned 
the sedan in the street, which unsettled the splint- 
ing of his lordship's arm, and ultimately brought on 
a fever, of which he died on the 13th of March, 
179 2 , 
No. 64 was aften\'ards occupied by Sir James 
Grant, Bart., of Grant, usually known as "the 
good Sir James," His town house, with extensive 
stable-offices, had previously been at the foot of 
the Canongate, where it was advertised for sale 
in 1797, as "presently possessed by Professor 


Stewart." At a period ",hen the extensive High- 
land proprietors were driving whole colonies of 
people from the abodes of their forefathers, and 
compelling them to seek on distant shores that 
shelter which was denied them on their own, and 
"when absenteeism and the vices of courtly in- 
trigue and fashionable dissipation had sapped the 
morality of too many of our landholders, Sir James 
Grant escaped the contagion, and during a long 
life was distinguished for the possession of those 
\ irtues which are the surest bulwarks of the peace, 
happiness, and strength of a country, Possessed 
of extensive estates, and surrounded by a numerous 
tenantry, his exertions seemed to be equally de- 
voted to the progressive improvement of the one 
and the present comfort and enjoyment of the 
other," 
Among his clan he raised two regiments of High- 
land Fencibles within a few months of each other. 
One was numbered as the 97th, or Strathspey 
Regiment, 1,800 strong, and a portion of it joined 
the 42nd for service in the West Indies. Sir 
James died at Castle Grant in I81I, 
No. 66, now offices, was occupied by Stewart of 
Castle Ste\\art; and in No, 68 lived George Joseph 
Bell, Advocate, Professor of Law, and author of' 
"Principles of the Law of Scotland." No. 71, in 
181 I, ",as the residence of Francis, Lord Kapier, 
who served in the American war under General 
Burgoyne, but left the army in 1789. He took a 
leading part in many local affairs, \\ as Grand 
Master Mason of Scotland, Colonel of the Hope- 
toun Fencibles in r793, Commissioner to the 
General Assembly in 1802. and a member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Encouragement of Scot- 
tish Manufactures and 'Fisheries, 
His prominently aquiline face and figure were 
long remarkable in Edinburgh; though, at a time 
when gentlemen usually wore gaudy colours- 
frequently a crimson or purple coat, a green plush 
vest, black breeches, and white stockings-when 
not in uniform, he always dressed plainly, and with 
the nicest attention to propriety. An anecdote of 
his finical taste is thus given in Lockhart's "Life 
of Scott" :- 
"Lord and Lady X apier arrived at Castlemilk 
(in Lanarkshire), \\ ith the intention of staying a 
week, but next morning it was announced that a 
circumstance had occurred which rendered it in- 
dispensable for them to return without delay to 
their own seat in Selkirkshire. It was impossible 
for Lady Stewart to extract any further explanation 
at the moment, but .it afterwards nuned out that 
Lord Napier's valet had committed the grievous 
mistake of packing up a set of neckcloths which 
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did not correspond in point oj date with the Sir Archibald Alison with the literature of Scotland, 
shirts they accompanied." Lord Napier died in the latter replied, and introduced some political 
182 3, and anti-national remarks that caused disappro, 
His house, together with Nos. 70 and 72 (in the bation. 
early part of the century the abode of J olm Mill, The whole street front of the three houses is now 
Esq., of Noranside), became afterwards one large occupied by the Edinburgh Educational Institu- 
private hotel, attached to the Hopetoun Rooms. tion, or Ladies' College, where above 1,000 pupils 
In the former the late Duchess of Kent and others (under the care of the Merchant Company) receive 
of note frequently put up, and in the latter many a course of study embracing English, French, 
important meetings and banquets have been held. German, Latin, and all the usual branches of 
Among these notably was the one given to Sir literature, to which are added calisthenics, dancing, 
Eùward Bulwer Lytton in 1854, on the occasion needLework, and cookery. The edifice was opened 
of his inauguration as President of the Associated in October, 187I, and has as life governor the 
Societies of the University, Sir William Stirling Earl of Mar and Kellie, 
of Keir, M.P., occupied the chair, and the crou- After the formation of Queen Street, the now 
piers were Sir James Y. Simpson and Professor beautiful gardens that lie between it and Heriot 
Blackie. When the army and navy were proposed, Rowand Abercrombie Place were long a neglected 
Professor Aytoun facetiously responùed for the waste. It was not until 1823 that they were en- 
latter as "Admiral of Orkney," being sheriff of closed by parapet walls and iron railings, and were 
those isles, and in reply to an eloquent address of I laid out in pleasure-walks and shrubberies for the 
Bulwer's, which he closed by coupling the health of ' inhabitants of these localities. 


CHAPTER XXI. 


THE STREETS CROSSING GEORGE STREET , AND THOSE PARALLEL WITH IT. 


Rose Street-Mi-s Burns and Bailie Creech-Sir Egenon Leigh-Robert Pollok-Thistle Street-The Dispensary-Hill Street-Count 
d'Albdny-St. Andrew Street-Hugo Arnot-David, Earl of Buchan-St. David Street-David Hume-Sir Walter Scott and Basil Hall- 
Hanover Street-Sir J. Graham Dalyell-Offices of A
sociation for the Improvement of the Poor-Frederick Street-Grant of Corrimony- 
Castle Street-A Dinner with Sir WaJter Scott-Skene of Rubislaw-Macvey Napier-Castle Street and Charlotte Street. 


I.... 1784 the magistrates made several deviations I became unfortunate; thus his family were thrown 
from the plan and elevations for building in the on the world. His daughter appeared in Edin- 
Ne\v Town; and at that time the names and burgh in 1789, when she had barely completed her 
designs for the two Meuse Lanes, running parallel twentieth year, and there her youth, her remark- 
with George Street, but on the south and north able beauty, and the extreme length to which she 
sides thereof, were changed to Rose Street and carried the then extravagant mode of dress, at- 
Thistle Street, These were accordingly built in an tracted such notice on the evening promenades 
inferior style of architecture and of rougher work, that she was brought before the bailies at the 
for the accommodation of shopkeepers and others, instance of some of her neighbours, more particu- 
with narrower lanes for stabling purposes behind larly Lord Swinton, who died in 1799, and whose 
them. I back windows faced hers in Rose Street; and she 
Rose Street and Thistle Street lie thus on each was banished the city, with the threat from Bailie 
side of the great central street of the first New Creech that if she returned she would get six 
Town, at the distance of 200 feet, and are, like it, months in the House of Correction, and thereafter 
2,430 feet long, but only thirty broad. be drummed out. 
The first inhabitants were at least people of the Against this severe decision she appealed to the 
respectable class; but one lady who resided in Court of Session, presenting a Bill of Suspension 
Rose Street in [789 obtained a grotesque notoriety to the Lord Ordinary (Dreghom), which was refused; 
from the manner in which she became embroiled it came before the whole bench eventually, and 
with the magistrates, and had her namf'd linked "the court was pleased to remit to the Lord 
with that of Bailie-afterwards Lord Provost- Ordinary to pass the Bill." 
Creech. Miss Burns was a native of Durham, The papers now became filled with squibs at the 
where her f.aher had been a man of wealth, but expense of Bailie Creech, and a Lonùon journal 



Rose Street, I 


HUGO ARNOT. 


159 


announced that Bailie Creech, of literary celebrity, 
was about to lead l\IÏss Burns of Rose Street" to 
the hymeneal altar." In his wrath, Creech threatened 
an action against the editor, whose contradiction 
made matters worse :-" In a former number we 
noticed the intended marriage between Bailie 
Creech of Edinburgh and the beautiful l\IÏss Burns 
of the same place. We have now the authority of 
that gentleman to say that the proposed marriage 
is not to take place , matters having been otherwise 
arranged, to the mutual satisfaction of both parties 
and their respective friends." After a few years of 
unenviable notoriety, says the editor of "Kay," 
Miss Bums fell into a decline, and died in 1792 at 
Roslin, where a stone in the churchyard records 
her name and the date of her demise, 
In the same year of this squabble we find a 
ball advertised in connection with the now un- 
fashionable locality of Rose Street, thus :-" Mr. 
Sealey (teacher of dancing) begs to acquaint his 
friends and the public that his ball is fixed for the 
20th of March next, and that in order to accommo- 
date his scholars in the New Town, he proposes 
opening a school in Rose Street, Young's Land, 
opposite to the Physicians' Hall, the 24th of that 
month, where he intends to teach on Tuesdays 
and Fridays from nine in the morning, and the 
remainder of the week at his school in Foulis's 
Close, as formerly." In 1796 we find among 
its residents Sir Samuel Egerton Leigh, Knight, of 
South Carolina, whose lady" was safely delivered 
of a son on Wednesday morning (16th March) at 
her lodgings in Rose Street." 
Sir Samuel was the second son of Sir Egerton 
Leigh , His Majesty's Attorney-General for South 
Carolina, and he died at Edinburgh in the ensuing 
January. He had a sister, married to the youngest 
brother of Sir Thomas Burnet of Leys. 
This son, born at Edinburgh in 1796, succeeded 
in 1818 to the baronetcy, on the death of his uncle, 
Sir Egerton, who married Theodosia (relict of 
Captain John Donellan), daughter of Sir Edward, 
and sister of Sir Theodosius Edward Boughton, 
for the murder of whom by poison the captain was 
executed at Warwick in 1781. 
It was in Dr. John Brown's Chapel in Rose 
Street, that Robert Pollok, the well-known author 
of "The Course of Time," who was a licentiate of 
the United Secession Church, preached his only 
sermon, and soon after orrlination he was attacked 
by that pulmonary disease of which he died in 
182 7. 
In 1810 No. 82 was" Mrs. Bruce's fashionable 
boarding-school," and many persons of the grea.test 
respectability occupied the common stairs, partiClI- 


larly to the westward; and in Thistle Street were 
many residents of very good position. 
NO.2, Thist1.: Street, was the house, in 1784, 
of Sir J olm Gordon; and Sir Alexander Don, 
of Newton Don, lived in NO.4, when Lady Don 
Dowager resided in No. 53, George Street (he had 
been one of the détenlls in France who were seized 
when passing through it during the short peace of 
1802), and a 1\1rs. Colonel Ross occupied No. 17, 
which is now the New Town dispensary. 
Under the name of Hill Street this thoroughfare 
is continued westward, between Frederick Street 
and Castle Street, all the houses being "self- 
contained," The Right Hon. Charles Hope of 
Granton, Lord Justice Clerk, had his chambers in 
No.6 (now writers' offices) in 1808; Buchanan of 
Auchintorlie lived in No. II, and Clark of Comrie 
in NO.9, now also legal offices. In one of the houses 
here resided, and was married in 1822, as mentioned 
in Blackwood's 1J.fagazine for that year, Charles 
Edward Stuart, styled latterly Count d' Albany 
(whose son, the Carlist colonel, married a daughter 
of the Earl of Errol), and who, with his brother, John 
Sobieski Stuart, attracted much attention in the city 
and Scotland generally, between that period and 
1847, and of whom various accounts have been 
given. They gave themselves out as the grandsons 
of Charles Edward Stuart, but were said to be 
the sons of a Captain Thomas Allan, R.N., and 
grandsons of Admiral John Carter Allan, who died 
in 1800. 
Seven broad and handsome streets, running south 
and north, intersect the great parallelogram of the 
New Town. It was at the corner of one of those 
streets-but which we are not told-that Robert 
Burns first saw, in 1787, Mrs. Graham, so cele- 
brated for her wonderful beauty, and whose husband 
commanded in the Castle of Stirling. 
From the summit of the ridge, where each of 
these streets cross George Street, are commanded 
superb views: on one side the old town, and on 
the other the northern New Town, and away to the 
hills of Fife and Kinross. 
According to "Peter \ViIliamson's Directory," 
Hugo Arnot, the historian, had taken up his abode 
in the Meuse Lane of South St. Andrew Street 
in 1784- His own name was Pollock, but he 
changed it to Arnot on succeeding to the estate of 
Balcormo, in Fifeshire. In his fifteenth year he 
became afflicted with asthma, and through life was 
reduced to the attenuation of a skeleton. Admitted 
an advocate in 1772, he ever took a deep interest 
in all local mattels, and puulished various essays 
thereon, and his exertions in promoting the 
improvements then in progress in Edinburgh were 
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rewarded by the freedom of the city, which was I them by example in buckling on his sword again, 
conferred on him by the magistrates. as in his youth he had been a lieutenant in the 
The house he occupied in St, Andrew's Lane anny, In 1787 he retired on account of his 
was a small one, and he had an old and very I health to Dryburgh Abbey, but returning to Edin- 
particular lady as a neighbour on the upper burgh again, occupied the house 13 1 George Street, 
11oor. She was frequently disturbed by the hasty and died in 182 9, 
and impetuous way in which he rang his bell, and I In St. Andrew Street lived, and died in 180 9, in his 
often remonstrated with him thereon, but without sixty-eighth year, Major-GeneraL-\.lexander Mackay, 
avail, which led to much ill-feeling between them. who in 1803 commanded the forces in Scotland, 
At length, on receiving a very imperative and and was thirty years upon the staff there. He was 
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QUEEN STREET. 


petulant message one day, insisting that he should 
summon his Serv.l11ts in a different manner, great was 
the old lady's alarm to hear the loud explosion of a 
heavy pistol in Arnot's house! But he was simply 
-as he said-complying with her request by 
firing instead of ringing for his shaving water. 
In 1784 St. Andrew Street was the residence of 
David, Earl of Buchan, who in 1766 had been 
Secretary to the British Embassy in Spain, and who 
formed the Scottish Society of Antiquaries in 17 80 . 
Though much engaged in literary and antiquarian 
pursuits, he was not an indifferent spectator of the 
stirring events of the time, and when invasion was 
threatened, he not only used his pen to create 
union among his coullu}'men, but essayed to rouse 


usually named" Old Buckram," from the stiffness of 
his gait, for he " walked as if he had swallowed a 
halbert, and his long queue, powdered hair, and 
cocked hat, were characteristic of a thoroughbred 
soldier of the olden time." 
Sir James Gibson Craig, \V,S" of Riccarton, 
occupied No.8 North St. Andrew Street in 18 3 0 . 
Proceeding westward, at the north-west corner 
of South St. David Street we find the house of 
David Burne, whither he came after quitting his 
old favourite abode in J ames's Court. The superin- 
tendence of the erection of this house, in 1770, was 
a source of great amusement to the historian and 
philosopher, and, says Chambers, a story is related 
in more than one way regarding the manner in 
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which a denomination was conferred upon the street On Sunday the 25th of August, 1776, Hume died 
in which his house is situated. "Perhaps, if it be in his new house. On the manner of his death, 
premised that a corresponding street at the other after the beautiful picture which has been drawn of 
angle of St. Andrew Square is called !:.ì. Andrew it by his friend, Adam Smith, we need not enlarge. 
S/reet-a natural enough circumstance with re- The coolness of his last moments, unexpected by 
ference to the square, whose title was determined many, was universally remarked at the time, and 
on the plan-it will appear likely that the choosing I is still well known. He was buried in the place 
of 'St. David Street' for that in which Hume's selected by himself, in the old burial-ground on the 
house stood was not originally designed as a jest western slope of the Calton Hill, A conflict 
at his expense, though a second thought and whim of between vague horror of his imputed opinions and 
his friends might quickly give it that application," respect for the individual who had passed a life so 
Burton, in his "Life of Hume," relates that pure and irreproachable, created a great sensation 
when the house was first inhabited by him, and among the populace of Edinburgh, and a vast 
when the street was as yet without a name-a very concourse attended the body to the grave, which 
dubious story, as every street was named on the I for some time was an object of curiosity to many 
original plan-a witty young ';\'ho were superstitious enough 
lady, daughter of Chief Baron , to anticipate for his remains 
Orde, chalked on the wall, the fate appropriate to those 
Sr. DAVID STREET. The al- of wizards and necromancers. 
lusion was obvious, Hume's "From the summit of this 
servant" lass," judging that it '- hill," says HUJ\.ley, writing of 
,vas meant neither in honour ;.. the grave of Hume, "there is 
nor in reverence, hurried into a prospect unequalled by any 
the house to inform him that to be seen from the midst of a 
he was made game of. "Never great city, Westward lies the 
mind, lassie," said he; "man}' Forth, and beyond it, dimly 
a better man has been made blue, the far away Highland 
a saint before." hills; eastward rise the bold 
Though Hume was a native.,. contours of Arthur's Seat and 
of Edinburgh, and was born Salisbury Craigs, along with 
in the Tron parish, the exact f the grey old town of Edin- 
spot of his birth is unknown. 
 burgh; while far down below, 
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Huxley, the house in St. David ." 0=::;: -:;.. "'>;:___,V>
';. :- ''''J:'''iJ .:.. _ ^ _

':";' :l mur of the toil of a polity of 
Street was the centre of the TWO SHADOW:INCO.NVER
ATlO
 energetic men is borne to the 
accomplished and refined so- LORD KAMEc; AND HUGO ARNOT. (After Kay) ear, At times a man may be 
ciety which then distinguished as solitary here as in a veritable 
E?i
burgh. Adam Smith, Blair, and 
erguson, wer; I wilderness, and may meditate undisturbedly upon 
wlthm easy reach, and what remams of Hume s the epitome of nature and man-the kingdoms of 
correspondence with Sir Gilbert Elliot of Minto , this world-spread out before him. Surely there 
Colonel Edmonstone, and Mrs. Cockburn, gives is a fitness in the choice of this last resting-place 
pleasant glimpses of his social surroundings, and by the philosopher and historian who saw so 
enables us to understand his contentment with clearly that these two kingdoms fonn but one 
his absence from the more perturbed, if more realm, governed by uniform laws, and based alike 
brilliant, worlds of Paris and London. on impenetrable darkness and eternal silence; and 
In 1775 his health began to fail, and it was faithful to the last to that profound veracity which 
evident that he would not long enjoy his new was the secret of his philosophic greatness, he 
residence, In the spring of the following year his ordered that the simple Roman tomb which marks 
disorder, which appears to have been a hæmorrhage his grave should bear no inscription but, 'DAVID 
of the bowels, attained such a height that he knew Hm.IE, Bom, qlI. Died, 1776.' Leaving it to 
it must be fatal, so he made his will, and wrote posterity to add the rest." 
"My Own Life," the conclusion of which is one of It is a curious fact, sometimes adverted to in 
the most cheerful and dignified leave-takings of I Edinburgh. but which cannot be authenticated, 
life and all its concerns. according to the B?ok of DaJ's, that in the room 
69 
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in which David Hume died the Bible Society of I In South Hanover Street, No. q-of old the 
Edinburgh was many years afterwards ænstituted, City of Glasgow B:mk-is now the new hall of the 
and held its first sitting. :\Ierchant Company, containing many portraits of 
In the early part of the present century, No. 19 old merchant burgesses on its walls , and some 
was the house of Miss Murray of Kincairnie, in views of the city in ancient times which are not 
Perthshire, a family now extinct. without interest, Elsewhere we have given the 
In 1826 we find Sir Walter Scott, when ruin history of this body, whose new hall was inaugu- 
had come upon hIm, located in 
o. 6, Mrs. rated on July 9,1879, and found to be well adapted 
Brown's lodgings, in a third-rate house of St. for the purposes of the company. 
David Street, whither he came after Lady Scott's The large hall, formerly the bank telling-room, 
death at Abbotsford, on the 15th of May in that- cleared of all the desks and other fixtures, now 
to him-most melancholy year of debt and sorrow, shows a grand apartment in the style of the Italian 
and set himself calmly down to the stupendous Renaissance, lighted by a cupola rising from eight 
task of reducing, by his own unaideà exertions, the Corinthian pillars, with corresponding pilasters 
enormous monetary responsibilities he had taken abutting from the wall, which is covered by 
upon himself. portraits. The space available here is forty-seven 
Lockhart tells us that a week before Captain feet by thirty-two, exclusive of a large recess. 
Basil Hall's visit at No, 6, Sir Walter had suf- Other parts of the building afford ample accommo- 
ficiently mastered himself to resume his literary dation for carrying on the business of the ancient 
tasks, and was working with determined resolu- company and for the several trusts connected 
tion at his "I rife of Napoleon," while bestow- therewith. The old manager's room is now used 
ing an occasional day to the" Chronicles of the by the board of management, and those on the 
Canongate" whenever he got before the press with ground floor have been fitted up for clerks. The 
his historical MS., or felt the want of the only premises were procured for /)7,000. 
repose he ever cared for-simply a change of All the business of the Merchant Company is 
labour. now conducted unðer one roof, instead of being 
Hanover Street was built about 1786, No. 27, carried on partly in the Old Town and partly in 
now a shop, was the house of Neilson of Millbank; the New, with the safes for the security of papers 
and in No. 33, now altered and sub-divided, dwelt of the various trusts located, thirdly, in Queen 
Lord :Meadowbank, prior to J 792, known when at the Street. 
bar as Allan :Maconochie. He left several children, By the }'ear 1795 a great part of Frederick 
one of whom, Alexander, also won a seat on the Street was completed, and Castle Street was 
bench as Lord Meadowbank, in 1819. No. 39, at beginning to be formed. The first named thorough- 
the corner of George Street, was the house of fare had many aristocratic residents, particularly 
Marjoribanks of Marjoribanks and that ilk. widowed ladies-some of them homely yet stately 
No. 54, now a shop, was the residence of Sir old matrons of the Scottish school, about whom 
John Graham Dalyell when at the bar, to which Lord Cockburn, &c., has written so gracefully and 
he was admitted in 1797. He was the second son so graphically-to wit, Mrs. Hunter of Haigsfield 
of Sir Robert Dalyell, Bart., of Binns, in Linlithgow- in No, I, now a steamboat-office; :\Irs. Steele of 
shire, and in early life distinguished himself by the Gadgirth, No. 13; Mrs. Gardner of Mount Charles, 
publication of various works illustrative of the No. 20; Mrs. Stewart of Isle, No, 43; 
lrs. Bruce 
history and poetry of his native country, particu- of Powfoulis, No. 52; and Lady Campbell of 
larly "Scottish Poems of the Sixteenth Century," Ardkinglas in No, 58, widow of Sir Alexander, last 
"Bannatyne Memorials," "Annals of the Religious of the male line of Ardkinglas, who died in 1810, 
Houses in Scotland," &c. He was vice-president and whose estates went to the next-heir of entail, 
of the Antiquarian Society, and though heir-pre- Colonel James Callender, of the 69 th Regiment, 
sumptive to the baronetcy in his family, received who thereupon assumed the name of Campbell, 
in 18 37 the honour of knighthood, by letters patent and published two volumes of "Memoirs" in 18 3 2 , 
under the Great Seal, for his attainments in literature. but which, for cogent reasons, were suppressed by 
A few doors farther down the street is now the his son-in-law, the late Sir James Graham of 
humble and unpretentious-looking office of that Netherby. His wife, Lady Elizabeth Callender, 
most useful institution, the Edinburgh Association died at Craigforth in 1797. 
for Improving the Condition of the Poor, and In Numbers 34 and 4 2 respectively resided 
maintained, like every other charitable institution Ronald McDonald of 
taffa, and Cunningham of 
in the city, by private contributions. Baberton, and in the common stair, No. 35, there 
I 
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li\-ed for a time James Grant of Corrimony, I the house of the first Lord Meado\\ bank, already 
advocate, who had his town house in Mylne's referred to, who died in 1816. At the same time 
Court, Lawnmarket, in 1783. This gentleman, the I the adjoining front door was occupied by the Hon. 
representative of an old Inverness-shire family, Miss Napier (daughter of Francis, seventh Lord 
was born in 1743, in the house of Corrimony in Napier), who died unmarried in 1829. No. 16 
Urquhart. his mother being Jean Ogilvie, of the was the house of Skene of Rubislaw, the bosom 
family of Findlater. His father, Alexander Grant, I friend of Sir Walter Scott, and the last survivor of 
was induced by Lord Lovat to join Prince Charles, the six particular friends to whom he dedicated 
and taking part in the battle of Culloden, was I the respective cantos of" Marmion." He possessed 
wounded in the thigh, The cave at Corrimony in the Bible used by Charles I. on the scaffold, and 
which he hid after the battle, is still pointed out to which is described by !\Ir. Roach Smith in his 
tourists. His son waS called to the bar in 1767, I "Collectanea Antiqua." Latterly 1\11'. Skene took 
and at the time of his death, in 1835, he was the up his residence at Oxford. His house is now 
oldest member of the Faculty of Advocates. Being legal offices. , 
early distinguished for his liberal principles, he I About 1810 Lady Pringle of Stitchel occupied 
numbered among his friends the Hon. Henry' No, 20, at the corner of Rose Street. She was the 
Erskine, Sir James Macintosh, Francis Jeffrey, and daughter of Korman Macleod of Macleod, and 
many others eminent for position or attainments. widow of Sir James Pringle, Bart., a lieutenant- 
In 1785 he published his" Essays on the Origin of colonel in the army, who died in 1809. At the 
Society," &c., in 18 J 3, "Thoughts on the Origin opposite corner lived 
Irs. Fraser of Strichen; and 
and Descent of the Gael," &c.: works which, iliUS- , Ko. 27, now all sub-divided, was the residence of 
trated as they are by researches into ancient Greek, R::>bert Reed, architect to the king. No. 37, in 
Latin, and Celtic literature, show him to ha\'e been 1830, was the house of Sir Duncan Cameron, Bart., 
a man of erudition, and are valuable contributions of Fassifern, brother of the gallant Colonel Cameron 
to the early history of the Celtic races. who fell at Quatre Bras, and won a baronetcy for 
The next thoroughfare is Castle Street, so called his family. And now we come to the most important 
from its pro>..imity to the fortress. As the houses house in Kew Edinburgh, No. 39, on the east side 
spread westward they gradually improved in external of the northern half of the street, in which 
finish and internal decoration. By the French Sir Walter Scott resided for twenty-six years prior 
Revolutionary war, according to the author of to 1826, and in which the most brilliant of his 
"Old Houses in Edinburgh," writing in 1824, an works were written and he spent his happiest years, 
immense accession of inhabitants of a better class "from the prime of life to its decline," He con- 
were thrown into the growing city, All the earlier sidered himself, and was considered by those about 
buildings of the new town were rubble-work, and him, as amassing a large fortune; the annual profits 
so simple \\ ere the ideas of the people at that' of his novels alone had not been less than L I 0,000 
time, "that main doors (now so important) were for several years. His den, or study, there is thus 
I 
not at all thought of, and many of the houses in described by Lockhart :-" It had a single Venetian 
Princes Street had only common stairs entering window, opening on a patch of turf not much 
from the Mews Lane behind. But within the last larger than itself, and the aspect of the place was 
twenty years a very different taste has arisen, and I sombrous, ' . . A dozen volumes or so, needful 
the dignity of a front door has become almost for immediate purposes of reference, were placed 
indispensable, The later buildings are, with fe\\ close by him on a small movable form. All the 
exceptions, of the finest ashlar-work, erected on a rest \'ere in their proper niches, and wherever a 
scale of magnificence said to be unequalled; yet, \'Olume had been lent its room was occupied by a 
it cannot be denied that here and there common wooden block of the same size, ha\ing a card with 
stairs-a nuisance that seems to cling to the very the name of the borrower and date of the lending 
nature of Edinburgh-have crept in. However, i tacked on its front.. The only table was a 
even that objection has in most cases been got massive piece of furniture which he had constructed 
over by an ingenious contrivance, which renders I on the model of one at Rokeby, with a desk and all 
them accessible only to the occupants of the various I its appurtenances on either side, that an amanuensis 
flats," i.e., the crank communicating from each, might work opposite to him when he chose, with 
with the general entrance-door below-a feature small tiers of drawers reaching all round to the 
altogether peculiar to Edinburgh and puzzling to floor. The top displayed a goodly array of session 
all strangers. papers, and on the desk below were, besides the 
Xu. I Castle Street, no\\ an hotel, \\as in 18u 1\IS. at which he was working, proof-sheets and so 
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forth, all neatly done up with red tape. 
His own writing apparatus was a very handsome 
old box, richly carved, lined with crimson velvet, 
and containing ink-bottles, taper-stand, &c., in 
silver, The room had no space for pictures, except 
one, an original portrait of Claverhouse, which 


the upper leaves before opening it. I think I have 
mentioned all the furniture of the room, except a 
sort of ladder, low, broad, and well carpeted, and 
strongly guarded with oaken rails, by which he 
helped himself to books from his higher shelves. 
On the top step of this convenience, Hinse, a 
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SIR WALl'ER SCOTT'S HOUSE, CASTLE STREEl'. 


hung over the chimney-piece, wiih a Highland' venerable tom-cat, fat and sleek, and no longer 
target on either .side, and broadswords and dirks I very locomotive, usually lay, watching the pro- 
(each having its own story) disposed star-fashion ceedings of his master and Maida with an air Gf 
round them. A few green tin boxes, such as [ ' dignified equanimity." 
solicitors keep their deeds in, were piled over each Scott's professional practice at the bar was never 
other on one side of the window, and on the top of anything to speak of; but in 1812 his salary and 
these lay a fox's tail, mounted on an antique silver fees as a Principal Clerk of Session were commuted 
handle , wherewith, as often as he had occasion to into a fixed salary of 1),600 annually, an income 
take down a book, he gently brushed the dust off he enjoyed for upwards of twenty-five years. His 
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principal duty as clerk in court was to sit below washed," he continues, "and not a footmark told 
the bench, watch the progress of the suits, and of the ancient hospitality which reigned within. 
record the decisions orally pronounced, by reducing In all nations with which I am acquainted the 
them to technical shape. fashionable world moves westward, in imitation, 
Prior to living in No. 39 he would appear to perhaps, of the civilisation; and, Tice 1'ersâ, those 
have lived for a time in 19 South Castle Street persons who decline in fortune, which is mostly 
(1798-9), and in the preceding year to have taken equivalent to declining in fashion, shape their course 
his bride to his lodging, 108 George Street. I eastward. Accordingly, by involuntary impulse I 
In 1822 Lord Teignmouth visited Edinburgh, turned my head that way, and inquiring at the 
and records in his" Diary" that he dined here with clubs in Princes Street, learned that he now resided 
Sir '''alter Scott, who on that occasion wore the in St. David Street, No.6." 
Highland dress, and was full of the preparations I On the occasion of the Scott Centenary in 
for the forthcoming visit of George IV. To Lord 187 I the house in Castle Street was decorated, 
Teignmouth the dinner in all its features was a and thrown open to the public by its then tenant 
nO\-elty; and he wrote of it at the time as being for a time. It became the residence of Macvey 
the most interesting at which he ever was present, Napier, editor of the seventh edition of the 
as "it afforded a more complete exhibition of High- "Encyclopædia Britannica." He died in 1847, 
land spirit and feelings than a tour of the country and his" Life and Correspondence" was published 
might have done." in 1879. 
Four years afterwards saw the melancholy change Early in the century, No, 49, at the corner of 
in Sir Walter's life and affairs, and from his " Diary" Hill Street, wås the residence of Ochterlony of 
we can trace the influence of a darker species of Guynd. in Forfarshire, a family of whom several 
distress than mere loss of wealth could bring to a I members have since those days settled in Russia, 
noble spirit such as his. His darling grandson was and a descendant of one, Major-General Ochter- 
sinking apace at Brighton. The misfortunes lony, fell in the service of the Emperor at Inker- 
against which his manhood struggled with stern man, after bearing a flag of truce to the British 
energy were encountered by his affectionate wife head-quarters. 
under the disadvantages of enfeebled health; and Charlotte Street and Hope Street lie east and 
it would seem but too evident that mental pain and west respectively; but the former is chiefly remark- 
mortification had a great share in hurrying Lady able for having at its foot on the north-west side a 
Scott's ailments to a fatal end. monument, in the shape of a lofty and ornate 
He appears to have been much attached to the Eleanor cross, to the memory of Catherine Sinclair, 
house referred to, as the following extract from his the authoress of " Modern Accomplishments" and 
"Diary" shows :-":March 15, I 826.-This morning many other works, She was born April 17th, 1800, 
I leave No. 39 Castle Street for the last time! and died August 6th, 1864. Her sister Margaret, 
'The cabin was convenient,' and habit made it one of the Lest known members of old Edinburgh 
agreeable to me. . . , So farewell poor No. 39! society, and one of the last survivors of the 
What a portion of my life has been spent there! ALbotsford circle, died on 4th August, 1879, in 
It has sheltered me from the prime of life to its London, in her eighty-seventh year. She had the 
decline, and now I must bid good-bye to it," curious fortune of being the personal friend of Anne 
On that day the family left Castle Street for Abbots- Scott, Sir Walter's daughter, and in her extreme youth 
ford, and in Captain Basil Hall's" Diary" he records of being presented at Court by the beautiful Duchess 
how he came, by mistake, to 39 Castle Street, and of Gordon, Miss l\Iargaret Sinclair was intimate 
found the door-plate covered with rust, the windows with the princesses of the old royal family of 
shuttered up, dusty and comfortless, and from the i " Farmer George," and retained to the last a mul- 
side of one a board projected, with the ominous titude of recollections of the Scottish world of two 
\\ords "To Sell" thereon. "The stairs were un- : generations ago. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 
ST. ANDREW SQUARE. 


:!it Andrew Square-List of Early Residents-Count Borowlaski-Miss Gordon of Cluny-Scottish Widows' Fund-Dr. A. K. Johnsto n - 
Scottish Pro'\ident Institution-House in which Lord Brougham was Born-Scottish Equitable Society-Charteris of Amisfield-Douglas 
 
Hotel-Sir Philip Ainslie-British Linen Company-National Hank-Royal Bank-The Melville and Hopetoun Monuments-Ambroses 
Tavern. 
BEFORE its conversion into a place for public \ 33. Sir John Colquhoun.. . ' . 
offices, St. Andrew Square was the resiùence of 34' 8 George, Earl of Dalhousie, Lord High CommisSioner, 
. , fi k d ' . I 1777' 2. 
many families of the rst ran an pOSitIOn. t I 35. Hon. Mrs. Gordon. 
measures 510 feet by 520. Arnot speaks of it as 3 8 . Mrs. Campbell of Saddel, Gilbert Kerr of Stodrig, 
" the finest square we ever saw. Its dimensions, and Sir William Ramsay, Bar!., of Banff House, who died 
indeed, are small when compared with those in in 1807. 
London, but the houses are much of a size. They By 1784, when Peter Williamson published his 
are of a uniform height, and are all built of free- tiny "Directory," many changes had taken place 
stone." among the occupants of the square. The Countess 
The entire square, though most of the original of Errol and Lord Auchinleck were residents. and 
houses still exist, has undergone such changes that, Thomas, Earl of Selkirk, had a house there before 
says Chambers, "the time is not far distant when he went to America, to form that settlement in the 
the whole of this district will meet with a fate Gulf of St. Lawrence which involved him in so much 
similar to that which we have to record respecting trouble, expense, and disappointment. No.1 was 
the Con-gate and Canongate, and when the idea of occupied by the Countess of Leven; the Earl of 
noblemen inhabiting St. Andrew Square will seem, 
orthesk, K.c.B., who distinguished himself after- 
to modern conceptions, as strange as that of their wards as third in command at Trafalgar, occupied 
living in the Mint Close." No.2, now an hotel; and Lord Arbuthnott had 
The following is a list of the first denizens of been suceeeded in the occupancy of No, 5 by 
the square, between its completion in 1778 and Patrick, Lord Elibank, who married the widow of 
17 8 4:- Lord North and Grey, 
I. Major.General Stewart. By 17 88 an hotel had been started in the 
2. The Earl of Aboyne. He died here in his sixty-eighth square by a man named Dun. It was there that 
year, in 1794, He was the eldest son of John, third Earl uf the celebrated Polish dwarf, Joseph Borowlaski, 
Aboyne, by Grace, daughter of Lockhart of Carnwath, occasionally exhibited himself. In his memoirs, 
afterwards Countess of Murray, 
3, Lord Ankerville (David Ross). written by himself, he tens that he was one of a 
5, John, Yiscount Arbuthnott, who died 1791. tamily of five sons and one daughter, "and by one 
6, Dr, Colin Drummond. of those freaks of nature which it is impossible to 
7. David Hume, afterwards Lord Dreghorn. account for, or perhaps to find another insta
ce of 
8, John Campbell of Errol. (The Earls of Errol have in the annals of the human species, three of these 
ceased since the middle of the seventeenth century to pos. 
sess any property in the part from whence they touk their children were above the middle stature, whilst the 
ancient title.) two others, like myself, reached only that of children 
II. Mrs. Campbell of Balmore. at the age of four or five years." 
13. Robert Boswell, W.S. Notwithstanding this pigmy stature, the count, 
IS, Mrs. CuIlen of Parkhead. 
16. Mrs. Scott of Horslie Hill. by his narrative, would seem to have married, per- 
18. Alexander :\t:enzies, Clerk of Session. formed many wonderful voyages and travels, and 
19. Lady Belty Cunningham. been involved in many romantic adventures. At 
20, Mrs. Boswell of Auchinleck (mother of .. Corsica thirty years of age his stature was three feet three 
Boswell," R. Chambers, 1824). inches. Being recommended by Sir Roùert Murray 
22. Jame< Farquhflr Cordon, Esq. d . . . 
Keith, then British Ambassa or at Vienna, to VISit 
23. Mrs. Smith of Methven, 
24, Sir John Whiteford. (25 in .. Williamson's Directory. ") the shores of Britain, after being presented, with 
25, William Fergusson of Raith. his family, to royalty in London, he duly came to 
26. Gilbelt Meason, Esq., and the Rev, Dr. Hunter. Edinburgh, where, according to Kay's Editor, "he 
27. Alexander Boswell, Esq.(afterwards Lord Auchinled..), was taken notice of by several gentlemen, among 
and Eneis !\Iorri,on, Esq, f F hId 
28. Lord :\t:ethven, others by rv r. ergusson, W 0 generous y en ea- 
If 1\ < H voured b y their attentions to sweeten the bitter 
30, on. Irs. ope. 
3 2 . Patrick Earl of Dumfries, who died in 1803, cup of life to the unfortunate gentleman." 
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The count, it would appear, did not exhibit-I NO.4 waS the residence in 18 3 0 of Lieutenant- 
his "fine feelings" would not have permitted such Colonel John Gordon of Cluny, M.P., but, com- 
a thing-he merely receÍl'ed in company. He gave I bined with NO.5, afterwards became the office of 
a public breakfast, at which the small charge of the Scottish Widows' Fund, a society instituted in 
3 s . 6d. was demanded, and the following is a copy 1815 -a period at which there existed scarcely any 
of one of his advertisements :- other life assurance office in Scotland; but the 
" Dun's Hotel, St. Andrew Square. On Saturday next, eAtraordinary success of the Equitable Society of 
the 1st August (1788), at twelve o'clock, there will be a London, which had then been in existence about 
public breakfast, for the benefit of Count Borowlaski, in half a century, led to the proposal on the part of 
the course of which the count will perform some select pieces various individuals to establish an Association in 
on the guitar, Tickets (at 3 s . 6d. each) may be had at the Scotland based upon similar principles. Many 
hotel or at the count's lodgings, No, 4, St, Andrew Street, 
where he continues to receive company every day, from ten difficulties had to be overcome ere the object could 
in the morning till three , and from five till nine. Admittance, be accomplished, and after much consideration, in 
one shilling, The count will positively leave this place on which some of the most able men in the city lent 
Friday." their assistance and co-operation, the Articles of 
Count Barrel-of-Whiskey, as he was called in Constitution were finally adjusted, and the Scottish 
Edinburgh, was still alive in 1838, though close on Widows' Fund Society was founded on the original 
his hundredth year, and was the occupant of a model of the London Equitable, so far, at least, as 
pretty cottage near the Wear, at Prebend Bridge, in regarded the principle of mutual assurance-the 
the county of Durham, policy-holders being members of, and in fact, con- 
Among the earlier residents in the square was stituting the Society, each member paying the pre- 
Charles Gordon, Esq., of Cluny, in Aberdeenshire, mium for his assurance into a common fund, the joint 
whose daughter Johanna became in 1804 the wife property of the whole, and the profits, as from time 
of John, seventh Earl of Stair, His house was to time ascertained, being allocated amongst them. 
:'>l o. 4, a large one on the south side, and it was So little, however, was the system of life 
the scene for years of a dark and painful story, still assurance understood or appreciated during the 
remembered in Edinburgh, and which we will touch first years of the Society's existence, that four years 
with great brevity. The lady was beautiful, bri11iant, after its institution the amount effected by those 
and witty, but the earl would seem to have tired who had become members, and the accumulated 
of her; and though his marriage was deemed a fund and the annual revenue, were comparatively 
valid one by the laws of Scotland (as Burke records) small. Thus at the close of 18 I 8 the total sum of 
and though he was a Scottish peer and she the assurances effected had been only ;[;7,9 00 , the 
dalighter of a Scottish landholder of ancient descent, realised fund amounted to no more than ;[;3,5 00 , 
he contrived to repudiate the ceremony, and in and the annual revenue from premiums to ;[;2,5 00 ; 
1808 contracted another marriage with Louisa, figures that are in marked contrast with the mar- 
daughter of John Manners, Esq., of Grantham ve110us business the Society now does, 
Grange, by Louisa his wife, late Countess of Dysart. On the failure of the Western Bank, the hand- 
In the fo11owing year this marriage was dissolved some and spacious premises in the Florentine style, 
in consequence of the Scottish one with :Miss of that institution in NO.9, on the west side of the 
Gordon, and after years of misery and mortification square, were taken at a price greatly below the 
the latter alliance was formally annulled in June, original cost, for the Widows' Fund, where we tind 
1820. In this matter a noted gambler who figures it now, and Nos. 4 and 5 became broken up into 
in the pages of the "Rennit in Edinburgh" as various chambers and establishments. 
.. Colonel Bobadil," or "Bob Devil," acted an un- No. 4 remained until 1879 the premises of 
pleasant part. 
Iessrs. \V, and A. K. Johnston, the well-known 
The earl died at Paris on the nnd of March, geographical engravers, who have acquired an 
1 8 4 0 , when-according to Burke-that line of the I artistic skill not yet surpassed. A. Keith Johnston, 
Dalrymples became extinct; and the once beautiful F.R.S., issued his great National Atlas m folio 
Johanna-the repudiated wife-died seven years in 1843, which procured his appointment as 
afterwards in NO.4, S1. Andrew Square, aged, Geographer to the Queen for Scotland; but he is 
shrivelled, and utterly imbecile. Rer tomb may best known for having made on a large scale the 
still be seen on the north side of St. Cuthbert's application of physical science to geography. 
burial-ground, simply inscribed- Founding his researches on the writings of Hum- 
JOHAN:\IA, COUNTESS OF STAIR, boldt and Ritter, and aided by the counsel of the 
WHO DIED 16TH FEIJ" 1847. fonner, he produced "The Physical Atlas of 
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Natural Phenomena," and many other scientific his family seat, to whom he was passionately at- 
and geographical works that have won the firm tached, and every preparation had been made for 
more than European reputation, including the their nuptials, when the lady died. To beguile his 
" Royal Atlas of General Geography," dedicated to sorrow young Brougham came to Edinburgh, where, 
her Majesty, the only atlas for which a prize medal when idling on the Castle Hill, he chanced to 
was awarded at the International Exhibition of inquire of a person where he could find a suitable 
London, 1862. Alexander Keith Johnston, LL.D., lodging. By this person he was not directed to 
F.R.S., died on the 9th of July, 1877; but the any fashionable hotel, for at that time scarcely such 
firm still exists, though removed to more extensive a thing was known in Edinburgh, but to 1\Irs. 
premises elsewhere, Syrne, sister of Principal Robertson, widow of the 
No less than twenty-three Societies and Associa- Rev, 11r. Syme, whilom minister of Alloa, who 
tions of various kinds have chambers in NO.5, then kept one of the largest boarding-houses in the 
including the Obstetrical, Botanical, Arboricultural, citYI in the second flat of MacLellan's Land, at the 
and Geological Societies, together with the Scottish Cowgate Head, the windows of which looked up 
branch of the Army Scripture Readers and Soldiers' Candlemaker Row, 
Friend Society, the mere description of which would There he found quarters, and though it does not 
require a volume to themselves. appear that he intended to reside permanently in 
In the entire square there are above twenty Edinburgh, he soon found occasion to change that 
insurance societies or their branches, and several resolution by falling in love with Miss Syme, and 
banks, and now it is one of the greatest business forgetting his recent sorrow. He married her, and 
centres in the city, after living for a little space with 1\1rs. Syme, re- 
No.6 was till 1879 the Scottish Provident In- moved to St. Andrew Square.* 
stitution, established in 1838, and incorporated The future Lord Brougham received the first 
ten years subsequently. It is a mutual assurance seeds of his education at the High School, under 
society, in which consequently the whole profits :Mr. Luke Fraser, and afterwards under Dr. Adam, 
belong to the assured, the policy-holders at the author of the "Roman Antiquities;" and from 
same time, by the terms of the policies and by the there he passed to the University, to become the 
deed of constitution, being specially exempt from pupil of Dugald Stewart, Black, Robertson, and 
personal liability. other well-known professors, prior to his admission 
NO.9 was in 1784 the house of Sir Michael to the Scottish bar in 1800, 
Bruce, Bart., of Stenhouse, in Stirlingshire, He No. 22, now the office of the Scottish National 
married a daughter of General Sir Andrew Agnew Fire and Life Assurance Company, waS for years 
of Lochnaw, heritable sheriff of Galloway, and the residence of Dr, James Hamilton, who died in 
died in 1795. The whole site is now covered by 1835, and whose figure was long remarkable in the 
the Scottish Widows' Fund orlì.ce. streets from his adherence to the three-cornered hat, 
No 12, once the residence of Campbell of Shaw- the collarless coat, ruffles, and knee-breeches, of a 
field, is now the office of the London Accident past age, with hair queued and powdered; for years 
Company; and No. 14, which no longer exists, too he was in every way one of the ornaments of 
was in 1810 the office of the Adjutant-General for the metropolis. 
Scotland. His grandfather, the Rev. William Hamilton (a 
In No. 19 (now offices) according to one authority, branch of the house of Preston) was Principal of 
in No. 21 (now also offices) according to Daniel the University in 1730, and his father, Dr. Robert 
Wilson, was born on the 19th of September, 1779, Hamilton, was a distinguished Professor of theology 
Henry, Lord Brougham and Vaux, the future Lord in 1754. At an early age the Doctor was appointed 
Chancellor of Great Britain, son of Henry Brougham one of the physicians to the infirmary, to Heriot's, 
of Scalis Hall, Cumberland, and Brougham Hall, the Merchant-maiden and Trades-maiden Hospitals, 
Westmoreland, by Eleanor, daughter of the Rev, 'lnd he was author of one or two of the most 
James Syme, and maternal niece of Robertson the elegant professional works that have been issuerl 
Scottish l1Ìstorian, by the press, The extreme kindliness of his dis- 
A. and C. Black's" Guide" assigns the third floor position won him the love of all, particularly of 
of No. 21 as the place where Brougham was Dorn. the poor. \Vith the costume he retained much of 
The birth and existence of this illustrious statesman the gentle courtesy and manly hardihood of the 
depended upon a mere chance circumstance, which I 
has in it much that is remarkable. His father was . In one of his earlier publications. Robert Chambers states that 
. . Brougham was born at No. 8 Cowgate. and that his fa.ther afterwards 
about to be marned to a young lady resIdent near moved to NO.7 Geor;::e Street, 
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old Scottish schooL His habits were active, and days after his return from Italy, and just before his 
he was fond of all invigorating sports. He was death at ALbotsford, in September, 18 3 2 . 
skilled as an archer, golfer, skater, bowler, and No. 35 is the head office of the Scottish Union 
curleI', and to several kindred associations of those and National Insurance Company, the two 
sports he and old Dr. Duncan acted as secretaries companies having amalgamated in 18 79. It was 
for nearly half a century. For years old Eben originally the residence of Mr. Andrew CrosLie, 
Wilson, the beU-ringer of the Tron Church, had the the advocate, a weU-known character in his time, 
reversion of his left-off cocked hats, which he wore, who built it, He was the original of CounsellOf 
together with enormous shoe-buckles, till his death Pleydell in the novel of" Guy Mannering," 
in I 82 3, For years he and the Doctor had been the In 1 7 84 Sir Philip Ainslie was the occupant of 
only men who wore the old dress, which the l.ttter No. 38. Born in 1728, he was the son of George 
retained till he too died, twelve years after. Ainslie, a Scottish merchant of Bordeaux, who. 
No. 24 was the house of the famous millionaire, having made a fortune, returned home in 17 2 7. 
Gilbert Innes of Stowe, and purchased the estate of Pilton, near Edinburgh, 
The Scottish Equitable Assurance Society occu- Sir Philip's youngest daughter, Louisa, became the 
pies No. 26. I t was established in 183 I, and was wife of John Allan of Errol House, who resided in 
incorporated by royal charter in 1838 and 1846. No, 8. Sir Philip's mother was a daughter ot 
It is conducted on the principle of mutual as- William Morton of Gray. 
surance, ranks as a first-class office, and has accnmu- His house is now, with No. 39, a portion of the 
lated funds amounting to upwards of L2,250,000, office of the British Linen Company's Bank, the 
with branch offices in London, Dublin, Glasgow, origin and progress of which we have noticed in 
and elsewhere, our description of the Old Town. It stands im- 
No, 29 was in 1802 the house of Sir Patrick mediately south of the recess in front of the Royal 
Murray, Bart., of Ochtertyre, Baron of the Ex- Bank, and was mainly built in 18 5 1 - 2 , after de- 
chequeI' Court, who died in 1837. It is now the signs by David Bryce, R.S.A., at a cost of about 
offices of the North British Property Investment L30,000. It has a three-storeyed front, above 
Company. sixty feet in height, with an entablature set back 
No. 33, now a shop, was in 1784 the house of to the waU, and surmounted above the six-Auted 
the Hon. Francis Charteris of Amisfield, afterward!> I and projecting Corinthian columns by six statues, 
fifth Earl of Wemyss. He was well known during each eight feet in height, representing Navigation, 
his residence in Edinburgh as the particular patron Commerce, Manufacture, Art, Science, and Agri- 
of "Old Geordie Syme," the famous town-piper culture; and it has a splendid cruciform telling, 
of Dalkeith, and a retainer of the house of Buc- room, seventy-four feet by six
y-nine, lighted by a 
cleuch, whose skill on the pipe caused him to be most ornate cupola of stained glass, thirty feet in 
much noticed by the great folk of his time. Of diameter and fifty high, With its magnificent 
Geordie, in his long yellow coat lined with red, columns of Peterhead granite, its busts of cele, 
red plush breeches, white stockings, buckled shoes I brated Scotsmen, and its Roman tile pavement, 
and blue bonnet, there is an excellent portrait in I it is all in perfect keeping with the grandeur ot 
Kay. The earl died in 1808, and was succeeded the eJo.ternal façade. This bank has about 1,08
 
by his grandson, who also inherited the earldom partnéfs. 
<)f March. Immediately adjoining, on the south, is the 
Nos. 34 and 35 were long occupied as Douglas's National Bank of Scotland, presenting a flank to 
:lOtel, one of the most fashionable in the city, and West Register Street. It was enlarged backward 
one which has been largely patronised by the royal I in 1868, but is a plain almost unsightly building 
families of many countries, including the Empress amid its present surroundings, It is a bank of 
Eugénie when she came to Edinburgh, to avail: comparatively modern origin, ha\ing been estab- 
herself, we believe, of the professional skill of Sir I lished on the 21st March, 182 5. In terms of a 
lames Simpson, On that occasion Colonel Ewart contract of co-partnership between and among the 
marched the 78th RegIment or Ross-shire Ruff." I partners, the capital and stock of the company\\ere 
recently returned from the wars of India, before nJo.ed at L5,000,000, the paid-up portion of which 
the hotel windows, with the band playing FaTlml1 is .,-LI.OOO,ooo. In the royal charter granted t
 
/'(>lIr fa S)'rir, on which the Empress came to the National Bank on the 5th August, 1831, a 
the balcony and repeatedly bowed and waved her specific declaration is made, that "nothing in these 
'landkerchief to the Highlanders. presents " shall be construed to limit the responsi. 
In this hotel Sir Walter Scott resided for a few bility and liability of the individual partners of the 
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bank. On the 3rd of April, 1882, however, the 1802, and underwent much persecution in 180 5 

ational Bank of Scotland was registered as for alleged malversation in his office as treasurer to 
limited. With this office is incorporated No. 4 1 , I the navy; but after a trial by his peers was trium- 
which, in 1830, was the shop of Messrs. Robcrt phantly judged not guilty. 
Cadell and Co., the eminent booksellers and Designed by William Burn, this monument con- 
publishers, who issued from their establishment sists of pedestal, pillar, and statue, rising to the 
several well-known editions of standard works. height of 150 feet, modelled after the Tra jan 
The Royal Bank of Scotland occupies a pro- column at Rome, but fluted and not ornamented 
minent position on the east side of the square, in with sculpture; the statue is q feet in height. 
a deep recess between the British Linen Company I The cost was 
8,000, defrayed-as the inverse 
and the Scottish Union and National Insurance side of the plate in the foundation stone states 
Company. 1-" by the voluntary contributions of the officers, 
1 t was originally the town house of Sir La\\TenCC petty-officers, seamen, and marines of these united 
Dundas, Bart., and was one of the first houses kingdoms." It was laid by Admirals Sir Da\i(1 
built in the square, on what we believe was in- 
Iilne and Otway, naval commander-in-chief in 
tended as the place for St. Andrew's church. The I Scotland, aftcr prayer by Principal Baird, on the 
house was designed by Sir William Chambers, on anniversary of Lord Meh-ille's birthday. In the 
the model of a much-admired villa near Rome, and stone was deposited a great plate of pure gold, 
executed by William Jamieson, mason, Though bearing the inscription. A plate of sih'er bearing 
of an ancient family, Sir Lawrence was the architect the names of the committee was laid in the stone 
of his own fortune, and amassed wealth as a com- at the same time. 
missary-general with the army in Flanders, 1748 to The Hopetoun monument, within the recess in 
J 759. He was the second son of Thomas Dundas, front of the Royal Bank, is in memory of Sir John 
a bailie of Edinburgh, whose difficulties brought Hope, fourth Earl of Hopetoun, G.C.H" Colonel 
him to bankruptcy, anù for a time Sir Lawrence of the 92nd Gordon Highlanders, who died in 
served behind a counter. He was created a 1823, a distinguished Peninsular officer, who as- 
baronet in 1762, with remainder, in default of sumed the command of the annyat Corunna, on 
male issue, to his elder brother, Thomas Dundas, the fall of his countryman Sir John Moore. It was 
who had succeeded to the estate of Fingask. His erected in 1835, and comprises a bronze statue, in 
son Thoma'i was raised to the peerage of Great Roman costume, leaning on a pawing charger. 
Britain as Baron Dundas of Aske, in Yorkshire, in I West Register Street, which immediately adjoin!> 
.\ugust, 1794, and became ancestor of the Earls of St. Andrew Square, is a compound of several 
Zetland. short thoroughfares , and contains the site 01 
About 1820 the Royal Bank, which had so long "Ambrosc's Tavern," the scene of Professor Wil- 
conducted its business in the Old Bank Close in son's famous" Noctes Ambrosianæ," with a rem- 
the High Street , removed to the house of Sir nant of the once narrow old country pathway 
Lawrence Dundas. known as Gabriel's Road. "Ambrose's Ta\'ern," 
'Ye have thus shown that St. Andrew Square is a tall, three,storeyed edifice, like a country farm- 
now as great a mart for business as it was once a house, enjo}'ed much repute independent of the 
fashionable quarter, and some idea may be had of "Noctes," and was removed in 1864. Hogg, the 
the magnitude of the interests here at stake when Ettrick Shepherd, who was fond of all athletic 
it is stated that the liabilities-that is, the total sums I sports and manly exercises, was long made to 
insured-of the six leading insurance houses alone figure conspicuously in these "N octes" in Black- 
exceed 
45,000,000, and that their annual income 'k'ood's JIagazin
, which gave his name a celebrity 
is upwards of 
I,800,ooo-a revenue greater than beyond that acquired by his own writings. 
that of several States! At one of the corners of West Register Street is 

Ielville's monument, in the centre of tile square, the great palatial paper warehouse of the Messrs. 
was erected in 1821, in memory of Henry DundJ.s, Cowan, one of the most elaborately ornate business 
first Viscount Melville, who was Lord Aùvocate in establishments in the city, which was erected in 
'775, and filled some high official situations in the 1865, by the Messrs. Beattie, at a cost of about 
Government of Britain during the administration 
7,OOO, and has two ornamental fronts with chaste 
of William Pitt. He was raised to the peerage in and elegant details in the florid Italian styh 
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The Royal Bank of Scotland. 
The Sl.ouish Union and National Insurance Compan),.ts Office. 


ST. ANDREW SQUARE. 


The British Linen Company.s Bank. 
The Scottish Widows' Fund 0f!ice. 


CHAPTER XXIII. 
CHARLOTTE SQUARE. 


CharIott. Square-Its Early Occupants-Sir John Sinclair, Bart.-Lamond of that Ilk-Sir William Fettes-Lord Chief Commi"ioner Ad.m- 
Alexander Dirom-St G
orge"s Church-The Rc\'. Andrew 1hornson-Prince Consort"s Memorial-The Parallelogram of the first l'ew 
Town. 


CHARLOTTE SQUARE, which corresponds with that 
of St. Andrew, and closes the west end of George 
Street, as the latter closes the east, measures about 
180 rards each way, and W2.S constructed in 1800, 
aft
r designs by Robert Ad:1.m of Maryburgh, the 
eminent architect; it is edificed in a peculiarly 
Flegant and symmetrical manner, all the façades 
c'Jrresponding with each other. In 1874 it \\as 


beautified by orn:1.mental alterations and imprm-e- 
ments, and by an enclosure of its g:1.rden area, at a 
cost of about L3,000. Its history is less varied 
than that of St. Andrew Square. 
During the Peninsular war No. 2 was occupied 
by Colonel Alexander Baillie, and therein was the 
Scottish B:1.rrack office. One of the earliest occu- 
pants of No.6 was Sir John Sinclair of Ulbstcr, 



i:harloue Square] 


SIR \YILLIA
l FETTES. 


who, after his marriage with Diana, daughter of Lord 
.\Iacdonald, continued to reside for a time in the 
Canongate, after which he remo\-ed to Charlotte 
Square, and finally to that house in George Street 
in which he died. He was resident in Charlotte 
Square before 1802, as was also the Earl of Minto. 
John Lamond of Lamond and that ilk, in Argyle- 
shire, whose son John commanded the second 
battalion of the Gordon Highlanders from 1809 to 
18q, \Ias the first occupant of NO.7. which latterly 
was the residence of Lord X ea\'es, who was called 
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head of Bailie Fyfe's Close; house 57, Prince5 
Street. " 
He was for many years a contractor for milit.uy 
stores, and in 1800 was chosen a Director of the 
British Linen Company, in which he ultimately held 
stock-the result of his own perseverance and 
honest industry-to a large amount. He had in 
the meantime entered the Town Council, in \\ hich 
he filled in 1785 the office of fourth bailie, and in 
1799 that of senio
 bailie. In 1800 he was unani- 
mously elected lord provost of the city, \\ hich 
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CHARLul IE SQUARE, SHU\\lI\G ST. GEURGl.'S CHLIoCH. 



 


to the bar in 1822 and raised to the bench in May, , ' office he held for the then usual period of two years. 
1854. Mrs. Oliphant of Rossie had No. 10, and No. and for a second time in 1805 and 1806. In 180 4, 
13 \la5 at the same time (about 1810) the residence between the two occasions, on the 12th :\ray he 
of Sir \\ïlliam Fettes , Bart., of Comely Bank, the was created a baronet. In 1787 he married 
laria, 
founder of the magnificent college which bears hi
 daughter of Dr. John Malcolm of A} r. The onl
 
name. He was born at Edinburgh on the 25th of I child of this marriage was a son, William, born in 
June, I7 50, and nine years afterwards attenòed the 1787- He became a member of the Faculty of 
Big. ::>chool class taught by Mr. John Gilchrist. I Ad\"Ocates in 1810, and gave early promise offuture 
At the early age of eighteen he began business as I eminence, but died at Berlin on the 13th of June. 
a tea and \\ine merchant in Smith's Land, High 1815. 
Street, an occupation which he combined for twenty: Retiring from business in 1800, Sir 'Yilliam took 
years with that of an undenuiter, besides being up his aboòe in Charlotte Square, and devoteò 
connected with establishments at Leeds, Durham, himself to the management of several e _5 which 
and X ewcastle. His name appears in Wiiliamson's he purchaseò at different times, in vari l
 parts of 
lJirLctory for 1788-90 as "William Fettes, grocer, Scotland. The principal of these wele Comely 
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Bank, near Edinburgh; Arnsheen, in Ayrshire; sioner of the Jury Court, the kinsman of the 
Redcastle, Inverness-shire; Denbrae, Fifeshire; and architect of the Square, and a man of great 
'Gogar Bank in :Midlothian. He died on the 27th eminence in his time. He was the son of Adam 
of May, 1836, Lady Fettes having pre-deceased him Blair of Blair Aòam, and was born in July, [75 1 . 
on the 7th of the same month. Educated at Edinburgh, he became a member of 
By his trust disposition and settlement, dated I the bar, but did not practise then; and in 1774 and 
5 th July 1830, and several codicils thereto, the last I 1794 he sat for several places in Parliament, In 
being dated the 9th of March, 1836, he disponed his I the latter year he began to devote himself to his 
whole estates to and in favour of Lady Fettes, his profession, and in 1802 was appointed Counsel for 
sister Mrs. Bruce, Mr. Corrie , Manager of the: the East India Company, and four years afterwards 
British Linen Company, A, Wood, Esq. (afterwards Chancellor for the Duchy of Cornwall. After being 
Lord Wood), and A. Rutherford, Esq. (afterwards 1 M. P. for Kinross, in 18" he resumed his professional 
Lord Rutherford), as trustees; the purposes of the duties, and was deemed so sound a lawyer that he 
trust, which made ample provision for Lady Fettes was frequently consulted by the Prince of Wales 
in case of her survival, being :-( I) The payment of and the Duke of York. 
legacies to various poor relations; (2) Bequests to In the course of a parliamentary dispute wit:\ 
charitable institutions; and (3) The application of Mr. Fox, about the first American war, they fought 
the residue to "form an endowment for the main- I a duel, which happily ended without bloodshed, 
tenance, education, and outfit of young people! after which Mr. Fox remarked jocularly that hall 
whose parents have either died without leaving I his antagonist not loaded his pistols with Govern- 
sufficient funds for that purpose, or who from in no- ; ment powder he would have been shot. In 1814 
,cent misfortune during their own lives are unable I he submitted to Government a plan for trying civil 
to give suitable education to their children." causes by jury in Scotland, and in the following 
The trust funds, which at the time of the I year was made a Privy Councillor and Baron of the 
amiable Sir Wil1iam's death amounteù to about Scottish Exchequer. In 1816 an Act of Parliament 
};166,000, were accumulated for a number of years, was obtained instituting a separate Jury Court in 
and reached such an amount as enabled the Scotland , and he was appointed Lorù Chief Com- 
trustees to carry out his benevolent intentions in a missioner , with two of the judges as colleagues, 
becoming manner; and , accordingly, in 1864 con- and to this court he applied all his energies, over- 
tracts were entered into for the erection of the superb coming by his patience, zeal , and urbanity, the many 
.college which now very properly bears his name. obstacles opposed to the success of such an insti- 
Lord Cockburn, that type of the true old Scottish I tution, In 1830, when sufficiently organised, the 
gentleman, "whose dignified yet homely manner I Jury Court was, by another Act, transferred to the 
and solemn beauty gave his aspect a peculiar grace," Court of Session, and when taking his seat on the 
and who is so well known for his pleasant and gossip- bench of the latter for the first time, complimentary 
ing volume of "Memorials," and for the deep in- I addresses were presented to him from the Faculty 
terest he took in all pertaining to Edinburgh, occu- I of Advocates, the Society of Writers to the Signet, 
pied No. 14; and the next house was the residence and that of the solicitors before the Supreme 
.of Lord Pitmilly. James Wolfe }Iurray, afterwards Courts, thanking him for the important benefits 
Lord Cringletie, held No. I7 in 18II; and the which the introduction of trial by jury in civil cases 
Right Hon. David Boyle, Lord Justice Clerk, and I had conferred on Scotland. In 1833 he retired 
afterwards Lord Justice General, occupied the same from the bench, and died at his house in Charlotte 
.house in 1830. Square, on the 17th February, 1839, in his 87th year. 
Lieutenant-General Alexander Dirom, of Mount In '777 he had married Eleanora, daughter of 
Annan, and formerly of the 44th regiment , when Charles tenth Lord Elphinstone. She died in 
Quartennaster-General in Scotland, rented No. 18 1808, but had a family of several sons-viz., John, 
in 181 I. He was an officer of great experience, and long at the head of the Council in India, who died 
had seen much service in the old wars of India, and, some years before his father; Admiral Sir Charles, 
when major, published an interesting narrative of M.P., one of the Lords of the Admiralty; William 
the campaign against Tippoo Sultan. Latterly his George, an eminent King's Counsel, afterwards 
house was occupied by the late James Crawfurd , Accountant-General in the Court of Chancery; 
Lord Ardmillan, who was called to the bar in 1829, i and Lieutenant-General Sir Frederick, who heM a 
and was raised to the bench in January, 1855. command at the battle of Waterloo, and was after- 
At the same time No. 31 was the abode of the: waròs successively Lord High Commissioner to lhe 
Right Hon. William Adam, Lord Chief Commis- , Ionian Isles and Governor of Madras. 
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His neighbour and brother senator Lord Dun- he lies in a piece 01 ;.\round connected with the- 
drennan occupied No. 35; and in 18Il William churchyard of St. Cuthbert. 
Robertson, Lord Robertson, a senator of 180 5 , ' In Charlotte Place, behind the church, are the 
occupied No. 42. He was the eldest son of Dr. atelier of Sir J olm Steel the eminent sculptor, and 
Robertson the historian, and in 1779 was chosen a music-room called St. George's Hall, with an 
Procurator of the Church of Scotland, after a close I orchestra space for 250 performers and seats for 
contest, in which he was opposed by the Hon. I 500 hearers. 
Henry Erskine. His personal appearance is I In the centre of the Square is the memorial to 
described in "Peter's Letters to his Kinsfolk." the Prince Consort, which was inaugurated with 
He retired from the bench in 1826, in consequence much state by the Queen in person, attended by 
of deafness, and died in November, 1835. the magistrates and archer guard, &c., in August , 
On the western side of the Square, and termi- 1876. It cost .-[16,500, and is mainly from 
nating with fine effect the long vista of George the studio of Steel. It is a quasi-pyramidal struc- 
Street from the east, is St. George's Church, the ture, about thirty-two feet high, with a colossal 
foundation of which was laid on the 14th of May, equestrian statue of the Prince as its central and 
181 I. It was built from a design furnished by upper figure; it is erected on an oblong Peterhead 
Robert Reid, king's architect The celebrated granite pedestal, fully seventeen feet high, and 
Adam likewise furnished a plan for this church, exhibiting emblematic bas-reliefs in the panels, 
which was relinquished in consequence of the with four groups of statues on square blocks, pro- 
e\:pense it would have involved. The whole build- jecting from the corners of the basement; the 
ing, with the exception of the dome, which is a prince is shown in the uniform of a field marshal.. 
noble one, and seen to advantage from any point, Of all the many statues that have been erected, 
is heavy in appearance, meagre in detail , and to his memory, this in Charlotte Square is p<!rhaps. 
hideous in conception, and its ultimate expense one of the best and most pleasing. 
greatly exceeded the estimates and the sum for I With this chapter we close the history of wha,t 
which the more elegant design of Adam could have may be regarded as thejin! New Town, which was 
been carried out. It cost .-[33,000 , is calculated designed in 1767, laid out, as we have seen, in, a. 
to accommodate only 1,600 persons, and was opened; parallelogram the sides of which measure 3.9 0 0: 
for public worship in 18q. It was intended in feet by 1,090. 
its upper part to be a large miniature or reduced The year 1755 was the period when Edinburgh 
copy of St. Paul's in London, and is in a kind of seemed really to wake from the sleep and torpor 
l;ræco-Italian style, with a lofty but meagre Ionic. that followed the Union, and a few improvements 
portico and surmounting an Attic Corinthian colon- ' began in the Old Town. After that period, says 
n,lde; it rests on a square ground plan measuring I Kincaid, writing in 1794, "it is moderate to say 
I I 2 feet each way, and culminates in the dome, I that not less than .-[3,000,000 sterling has been. 
surmounted by a lantern, cupola, and cross, the eJ\.pended in building and public improvements." 
last at the height of 160 feet from the ground. "Thirty-fi\'e years ago," says the Edi1lburgh- 
The original design included two minarets, which Adt'er!iser for 1823, "there were scarcely a dozen 
have not as yet been added. shops in the N en' Town; now, ill Princes Street, 
I t is chiefly celebrated as the scene of the minis- with the exception of hotels and the Albyn Club- 
trations of Anòrew Thomson, D.D., an eminent Room, they reach to Hanover Street." 
divine who was fiJ\.ed upon as its pastor in 18 14 , ' In the present day the whole area we have de- 
Re died surldenlyon the 9 th of February, 1831. scribed is mainly occupied by shops, with the ex- 
greatly beloved and lamented by the citizens in ception of Charlotte Square and a small portion o
 
general and his congregation in particular, and nml I Queen Street. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 


ELDER STREET-LEITH STREET-BROUGHTO
 STREET. 


"Id r Street-Leith Street-The old" Black Bull ",-:\1 ugarot-The Theatre Ro}al-Its Predecessors on the same Site-The Circus-Corn's 
Rooms- The Pantheon-Caledonian Theatte-Adell'hi l.heatte-Queen's Theatre and Opera House-Burned and Rebuilt-St. lIIary's 
Chapel-Bi.hop Cameron. 


THE continuation north from East Register Street wine merchant, in premises opposite the Tron 
and St. James's Square, called Elder Street (pro- church, and died at Forthneth in 1799. He re- 
baoly the upper portion of the old Broughton I sided long in Princes Street, in the house known 'JS 
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ADAM'S DESIGN FOR ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH , CHARLOTTE SQUARE. 
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Loan, which led from the Lang Gate to that village), 
is named from Thomas Elder of Forneth, who was 
Lord Provost thrice between 1788 and 1798, at a 
time when great responsibility attached to his office, 
when all Lowland Scotland, in which there were 
only about 2,000 troops, was convulsed by the 
agitation excited by the" friends of the people." 
When the memorable British Convention was held 
on the 5th of December, 1793, Lord Provost Elder 
suppressed it, and took twelve of the leaders 
prisoners; and on the 12th of the same month he 
crushed another meeting held at the Cockpit in 
the Grassmarket. For these services to the State, 
:\lr. Elder. in 1795. was appointed Postmaster- 
General for Scotland. He realised a fortune as a 


Fortune's Tontine, and subsequently at No. 85, 
now a portion of the New Club. 
Prior to the erection of the Regent Bridge, and 
the formation of the roadway eastward therefrom, 
one line of street, mostly of rough rubble, and nearly 
all common stairs, extended due south and north 
from the foot of Shakespeare Square, transversely 
across Princes Street, to the head of Leith Street, 
and thence downward at a north-east angle to the 
corner of St r\inian's Row, opposite the High and 
Low Terrace. The latter did not exist in 1787. 
and the former only partially; but both follow the 
curve of the old highway that led from the Lang 
Gate to Leith Loan or Walk, as it is now calleò, 
passing on the left the village of Picardie. 
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Until recent years the old "Black Bull" was I and tried for his life on charges of treason, with 
long established here, and an arch on the west side Hunter, Muir, and others. He conducted his o\\n 
gave access to the stables. In a species of adver- case, and the court sentenced him to fourteen 
tisement appended to Kincaid's" View of Edin- years' transportation be}ond the seas, "In con- 
burgh," in 1794, is the following:- sequence of the proceedings on the 9th instant," 
says the Am/ltal Register for 1794, "while Mr. 
Margarot went to the Justiciary Court, every pre- 
caution was taken this day by the Lord Provost, 
magistrates, and sheriff, to prevent any breach of 


.. English Travellers, on business, are to be found com- 
monly, at Paterson's, Foot of the Pleasance; McFarlane's, 
Head of the Cowgate; Ramsa}'s Lodging's. Milne Square; 
McKay's, Grassmarket; Lee's, Black Bull, Head of Leith 
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THE ALBERT MEMORIAL, CHARLOTIE SQUARE. 


Walk. N.B.-Strangers can never be at a loiS for a guide good order and police. A great crowd assembled 
!o an
 of the above places, as, at the Cross there are always I at his lodgings in Leith Street about ten o'clock, 
III watting, running stationers, otherwise cad
s, that will con- and he was conducted with a wreath or arch held 
duct them to any place wanted. for a small charge." .. . . '. '. ' 
over hun, with inscriptIOns of Reason, Liberty, &c. 
In style and accommodation the "Black Bull" About the middle of the North Bridge, however, 
was one of those old-fashioned inns which were the cavalcade was met by the Lord Provost, sheriff, 
the precursors of the modern hotel, and preserved constable, peace-officers, &c., and immediately dis- 
their style and features unchanged amid the en- I persed, the arch was demolished, and its supporters 
croachments of private speculation and the rage I taken into custody. A press-gang attended to 
for public improvement. Now the space on which I assist the peace-officers. Mr. Margarot then walked 
it stood is covered with shops and dwelling-houses. to the court, escorted by the Lord Prowst. &c.. 
In this street lived Margarot, one of the" Friends and no disturbance ensued" 
of the People;' who was arrested by Pro\ost Elder, Subsequently \\e read, that on the loth of Feu 
7] 
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ruary, Messrs. 
Iargarot, Muir. Skirving, and I pianoforte harmony; and the use, for the first time 
Palmer-to whose memory the grand obelisk in I of introductory and concluding symphonies to the 
the Calton burying-ground has been erected-were melodies. He died, very poor, in Dublin, in 1816, 
transmitted from N ewgate to a ship bound for I Com's establishment in Broughton Street was 
J30tany Bay. eminently unsuccessful, yet he made it a species of 
In those days, and for long after, there was a theatre. .. If it be true," says a writer, "as we are 
narrow close or alley named the Salt Backet, which I told by an intelligent foreigner in 1800, that very 
ran between the head of Leith Street and the Low few people in Edinburgh then spent a thousand a 
Calton, and by this avenue, in 1806, James Mac-I year, and that they were considered rather im- 
koul, alias " Captain Moffat," the noted thief, whom portant persons who had three or four hundred; 
we have referred to in the story of Begbie's assassi- I we shall understand how, in these circumstances, 
nation, effected his escape when pursued for a rob- neither the theatre, nor Com's Rooms, nor the 
bery in the Theatre Royal. Assembly Rooms, could be flourishing concerns." 
Eastward of the head of Leith Street, and almost Itissaid that Corri deemed himself so unfortunate, 
in the direct line of the Regent Arch, stood the that he declared his belief "that if he became a 
old Methodist Meeting House. baker the people would give up the use of bread." 
Facing Leith Walk, at the junction of Little Ultimately he failed, and was compelled to seek 
King Street with Broughton Street, is the present the benefit of the cessio bOllOrltm. In a theatrical 
Theatre Royal, occupying the site of several places critique for 1801, which animadverts pretty freely 
of amusement its predecessors. on the public of the city for their indifference to 
About the year 1792 Mr. Stephen Kemble, in theatrical matters, it is said :-" By a run of the 
the course of his peripatetic life, having failed to School for Scandal, an Italian manager, Corri, was 
obtain the management of the old Theatre Royal enabled to swim like boys on bladders; but he 
at the end of the North Bridge, procured leave to ultimately sank under the weight of his debts, and 
erect a new house, which he called a Circus, in was only released by the benignity of the British 
what is described in the titles thereof as a piece laws. Neither the universal abilities of Wilkinson, 
of ground bounded by a hedge. Mrs. Esten, an his private worth, nor his full company, could 
admired actress, the lessee of the Theatre Royal, draw the attention of the capital of the North till 
succeeded in obtaining a decree of the Court of he was some hundred pounds out of pocket; and 
Session against the production of plays at this though he was at last assisted by the interference 
rival establishment; but it nevertheless was per- of certain public characters, yet, after all, his success 
manently detrimental to the old one, as it con- did little more than make up his losses in the be- 
tinued to furnish amusements too closely akin to ginning of the season." , 
the theatrical for years; and in the Scots lIfagadne In 1809 Mr. Henry Siddons re-fitted Corri's 
for 1793 we read :-" January 21. The New Rooms as a theatre, at an expense of about L4,000. 
Theatre of Edinburgh (formerly the Circus) under There performances were continued for two seasons, 
the management of Mr. Stephen Kemble, was till circumstances rendered it necessary for Mr. 
opened with the comedy of the Riz.als. This Siddons to occupy the old Theatre Royal. 
theatre is most elegantly and commodiously fitted In 1816 Corri's Rooms, as the edifice was still 
up, and is considerably larger than the Theatre called, was the scene of a grandflte given to the 
Royal." By the end of that season, Kemble, how- 78th Highlanders, or Ross-shire Buff.., who had 
ever, procured the latter, and retained it till 1800. just returned from sickly and unhealthy quarters 
A speculative Italian named Signor Corri took up at Nieuport in Flanders. On this occasion, we 
the circus as a place for concerts and other enter-I are told, the rooms were blazing with hundreds of 
tainments, while collaterally with him a Signor lamps, .. shedding their light upon all the beauty 
Pietro Urbani endeavoured to have card and I and fashion of Edinburgh, enlivened by the uni- 
music meetings at the Assembly Rooms. Urbani I forms of the officers of the several regiments." 
was an Italian teacher of singing, long settled in I The band of the Black Watch occupied the 
Edinburgh, where, towards the closeofthe eighteenth large orchestra, in front of which was a thistle, with 
century, he published" A Selection of Scots Songs, the motto Prmez garde. Festoons of the 42nÒ 
harmonised and improved, with simple and adapted tartan, and the shields of the Duke of Wellington 
graces," a work extending to six folio volumes. and the Marquis of Huntly, with cuirasses from the 
Urbani's selection is remarkable in three respects: recent field of Waterloo, were among the deco- 
the n
velty of the number and kind of instruments I rations here. Elsewhere were other trophies, with 
used III the accompaniments; the filling up of the the mottoes Eg)pt and COrllll1la. At the other end 
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was the band of the 78th, where hung the shields were lost by the falling of a walL By a singular 
of Picton and Achmuty, and a brilliant star, \\ith fatality it was a third time completely gutted by 
the mottoes Assa}'t
 and Maida. "Cnder this fire ten years afterwards, but was re-constructed in 
orchestra was a beautiful transparency, represent- the latter part of 187 So and reopened in January, 
ing an old Scotsman with his bonnet, giving a 1876, prior to which 
Ir. and 1\Irs. Wyndham had 
hearty welcome to two soldiers of the 42nd and taken their farewell of the stage and of Edinburgh. 
78th regiments, while a bonny lassie is peeping out It is a handsome building, with a portico, and is 
from a cottage door; the background formed a adorned with medallions of Shakspere, Scott, 
landscape, with Edinburgh Castle in the distance." ),Iolière, and Goethe. Although erected within the 
At eleven o'clock came famous old Neil Gow, walls of the theatre burned on the 6th of Februar}, 
with his band of violins, and the ball-which was 1875, it is almost entirely a new bmlding internally, 
long remembered in Edinburgh-began, different from all its predecessors, greatly improved, 
After some time Corri's Rooms were called the and seated for 2,300 persons. The works have 
Pantheon, and in December, 1823, the house was been designed and executed by C. J. Phipps, F,S.A" 
again opened under the new appellation of the architect of the Gaiety Theatre, London. 
Caledonian Theatre (which it held for years after- Immediately adjoining this theatre-the gable 
wards), by 
Ir. Henry Johnstone, an old Edin- wall being a mutual one-is St. Mary's Roman 
burgh favourite and luckless native of the city. Catholic chapel, now the pro-cathedral of the 
The papers of the time announce that the dancing Archbishop of St. Andrews and Edinburgh, whose 
and tumbling of the Pantheon" are superseded; residence is in the narrow lane to the northward. 
and, excepting that melodramas are presented in It was built in 1813, from designs by James 
place of regular tragedies and comedies, the Cale- Gillespie Graham, architect, at the expense of 
donian Theatre in no respect differs in the nature .f8,ooo. In the original elevations more orna- 
and style of its entertainments from the regular ment was introduced than it was found there were 
theatre." One of the first pieces brought out was funds to execute, as these were chiefly raised by 
The Orphan of Get/em. subscription among the Catholics of Edinburgh, 
"The house is dingy and even dirty," says the then a small, and still a poor, congregation. The 
IVuk/;' Journal for that year, "and very defectively dimensions of this edifice \, ithin the walls are 
lighted. This is not at all in harmony with Mr. 110 feet by 57. The eastern front, in which is 
Johnstone's usual enterprise, and calls for amend- the entrance, is ornamented by two central pin- 
ment The name of Caledonian is perhaps con- nacles 70 feet high, and the adoption of the Gothic 
ceived to be a kind of apology for the clumsy style in this small chapel first led to the adoption 
tartan hangings over some of the boxes; but we of a similar style in various other religious edifices 
can by no means comprehend why the house was since erected in the city. It possesses a very good 
not re-painted. The visitor cannot fail to be imme- organ, and above the altar is a fine painting of the 
diately struck with the contrast of its dingy hue, with Saviour dead. It was presented to the church b}' 
the freshness and beauty of the Theatre Roya1." Miss Chalmers, daughter of Sir G. Chalmers. 
Mr. Johnstone's losses compelled him, after a Some prelates of the Catholic Church lie buried 
time, to relinquish management. He left Edin- before the high altar, among them Bishops 
burgh, and did not return to it till 1830, when Alexander Cameron and Andre\\ Carruthers. The 
he played four nights at the same theatre, then interment of the former e...cited much interest in 
leased by Mr. Bass. Poor Johnstone, an actor I Edinburgh in 1828, the funeral obsequies being in 
much admired in London, but every way unfor- I a style never seen in Scotland since the Refor- 
tunate, eventually went to America. mation, and also from the general esteem in which 
The theatre was afterwards called the Adelphi, the bishop was held by alL He \\as born in 
and was burned in 1853, during the management 1747, and went to the Scottish College at Rome 
of 
Ir. R. H. Wyndham. On its site was rebuilt I in 17 60 , and bore away all the prizes. Returning 
the Queen's Theatre and Opera House, under the to Scotland in 1772, he was Missionary Apostolic 
same enterprising manager, long one of the greatest in Strathearn till 1780, when he was consecrated 
theatrical favourites in Edinburgh; but this also at Madeira, and, succeeding Bishop Hay. had re- 
was destroyed by fire in 1865, when several lives sided permanently in Edinburgh 5ince 1806. 
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REMAIN" OF THE VILLAGE OF OLD BROUGHTON, 1852. 
(Fro", .. Dr..""i"iJ hy George IV. Si",.01') 


CHAPTER XXV. 
THE VILLAGE AND BARONV OF BROUGHTON. 


Broughton-The Village and Barony-The Loan- Broughton firc;t mentioned-Feudal Superior.:.-Witches Burned-Leslie's Head-quarters- 
Gordon of Ellon's Children Murdered-Taken Red Hm,d-The Tolbooth of the Burgh-The IIImute Books-Free Burgesses-Modern 
Churches erected in the Bounds of the Barony. 


ACROSS the once well-tilled slope where now York tages, in 1780, and a few of the former are still 
Place stands, a narrow and secluded way between surviving. 
hedgerows, called the Loan of Broughton, led for Bruchton, or Broughton, according to Maitland, 
ages to the isolated village of that name, of which signified the Castle-town, If this place ever pos. 
but a few vestiges still remain. sessed a fortalice or keep, from whence its name 
In a memoir of Robert Wallace, D.O., the emi- seems to be derived, all vestiges of it have disap- 
nent author of the "Essay on the Numbers of peared long ago. It is said to have been connected 
Mankind," and other works, an original member of with the Castle of Edinburgh, and that from the 
the Rankenion Club-a literary society instituted lands of Broughton the supplies for the garrison 
at Edinburgh in 1716-we are told, in the Scots came. But this explanation has been deemed by 
JJEagazine for 1809, that" he died 29th of July, some fanciful. 
I7 7 I, at his country lodgings in Broughton Loan, The earliest notice of Brou
hton is in the char- 
in his 75 th year." ter of David 1. to Holyrood, circa A.D. 1143-7, 
This baronial burgh, or petty town, about a wherein he grants to the monks, "Hereth, et 
mile distant by the nearest road from the ancient I I Broctzt1lam ClOIl slIis rectis diz'isis," &c. ; thus, with 
city, stood in hollow ground southward and east- its lands, it belonged to the Church till the Reforma- 
ward from the line of London Street, and had its tion, when it was vested in the State. According 
own tolbooth and court-house, with several sub- to the stent roll of tht> abbey, the Barony of 
stantial stone mansions and m:my thatched cot- Broughton was most ample in extent, and, among 
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many other lands, included those of "Lochflatt, and his successors had the power of appointing 
Pleasance, St Leonards, Hillhousefield, Bonny- bailies and holding courts within the limits of the 
toun, and Pilrig," &c. barony. Sir Lewis, a noted trafficker with wizards, 
This ancient barony and the surrounding lands died on the 3rd of November, 1606, and was suc- 
comprehended within its jurisdiction were granted I ceeded by his son Sir William Bellenden, as Baron 
by James VI" in 1568, to Adam Bothwell, Bishop I of Broughton, which in those days was notorious 
of Orkney, in whose time the village tolbooth as the haunt of reputed witches and war!ocks, who 
would seem to have been erected; it remained were frequently incarcerated in its old tolbooth. 
intact till 1829, and stood at the east of the present -\n execution of some of these wretched creatures is 
Barony Street, a quaint edifice, with crow stepped thus recorded in the minutes of the Privy Council: 
gables and dormer windows. Over its north door, "1608, December J. The Earl of Mar declared 
to which a flight of thirteen steps gave access, was to the Council that some women were taken in 
the date 1582. It was flanked on one side by a Broughton as witches, and being put to an assize 
venerable set of stocks, a symbol of justice rare in and c:mvicted, albeit they persevered in their 
Scotland, where the ironjougs were always used. denial to the end, yet they were burned quick 
The bishop surrendered these lands to the I (alive) after such a cruel manner that some of them 
Crown in 1587, in favour of Sir Lewis Bellenden of died in despair, renouncing and blaspheming (God); 
.-\uchr.oul, Lord Justice ,.. and others,halfburned, 
Clerk and Keeper of 
' .;" brak out of the fire, 
the Palace of Linlith- . . _ I.- _... '....- - .=
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. -. but were cast alive in 
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- - -- - other portions of land 
Ludul'Îci Ballmden de THE BROUGHTON TOLBOOTH, in the barony of 
A uc/moule. (From Wils,,,,'s U MnHorinls of Editlburgh in th
 Oldm Time," þuó/ülrLd by Broughton. 
Broughton was the T. C.Jnck, Editlburgh,) In October, 162 7, as 
scene of some encounters between the Queen's- the Privy Council was sitting in its chamber at 
men and King's-men in the time of the Regeut the palace of Holyrood, a strange outrage took 
.:\Iorton. The latter were in the habit of defying place. John Young, a poulterer, attacked 
Ir, 
Kirkaldy's garrison in the Castle, by riding about Richard Bannatyne, bailie-depute of Broughton, at 
the fields in range of his guns with handkerchiefs the Council-room door, and struck him in the 
tied to the points of their swords, One of these back with his sword, nearly killing him on the 
parties, commanded by Henry Stewart, second spot. In great indignation the Council sent off 
Lord !\Iethven, in Is7r, "being a little too forward, Young to be tried on the morrow at the tolbooth, 
were severely reprimanded for their unreasonable with orùers: "If he be convict, that his .:\Iajesty's 
bravery; for, as they stood at a place called justice and his depute cause doom to be pronounced 
Broughton, a cannon bullet knocked his lorùship against him, ordaining him to be drawn upon ane 
and seven men on the head; he was reputed cart backward frae the tolbooth to the place of 
a good soldier, and had been more lamented had execution at the market cross, and there hangit to 
he behaved himself more wisely." (Crawford of the deid and quartered, his head to be set upon the 
Drumsoy.) Nether Bow, and his hands to be set upon the 
Like other barons, the feudal superior of Water Yett." 
Broughton had powers of "pit and gallows" over Sir William Bellenden, in r627, disposed of the 
his vassals-so-called from the manner in which \\ hole lands to Robert, Earl of Roxburgh, and by 
criminals were executed-hanging the men upon a an agreement between him and Charles 1. this 
gibbet, and drowning women in a pit as it was not ancient barony passed by purchase to the Gm er- 
deemed decent to hang them. Sir Lewis Bellenden nors of Heriot's Hospital in 1636, to whom the 
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superiOlity of Broughton was yielded by the whins and broom, but latterly forn1Íng what was 
Crown, partly in payment of debts due by Charles I. called Wood's Farm, was crossed obliquely by a 
to the hospital. Thenceforward the barony was road extending between Silver Mills, a rmal hamlet 
governed by a bailie, named by the Governors on the mill course of the Leith, and the passage 
of the Hospital, who possessed to the full the into the Old Town at the bottom of Halker- 
baronial powers of pit and gallows over their ston's Wynd. There are still some traces of this 
tenants therein, road. You will see it leave Silver Mills behind 
Prior to this, in 1629, Kincaid of WarrÏston was West Cumberland Street. Behind Duke Street, 
pursued before the Baron-bailie, but the case was on the west side, the boundary wall of the Queen 
remitted to the Lord Justice General and the Street garden is oblique, in consequence of its 
Judges, who remitted the affair to the Council. having passed that way. Finally, it terminates in a 
In [65 0 , during some portions of the campaign short oblique passage behind the Register House, 
that preceded the battle of Dunbar, General Leslie wherein stood till lately 'Ambrose's Tavern. 
made Broughton his head-quarters, when he threw I This short passage bore the name of Gabriel's 
up those lines of defence from the base of the Road, and was supposed to do so in connection 
Calton Hill to Leith, and so completely baffled with a remarkable murder of which it was the 
Cromwell's advance upon the city. scene." 
After the barony came into the possession of Mr. J ames Gordon, of Ellon, in Aberdeenshire, 
Heriot's Hospital, the Common Council of the a rich merchant of Edinburgh, and once a bailie 
city, on the 17th of July, 1661, gave a grant to there, in the early part of the eighteenth century 
William Johnstone, then Baron-bailie, "of the had a villa on the north side of the city, somewhere 
goods and chattels of women condemned for between this road and the village of Broughton. 
witchcraft, and which were thereby escheated to His family consisted of his wife, two sons, and a 
the said bailie." daughter, these being all of tender age. He had a 
On this remarkable grant, Maitland observes in tutor for his two boys-John and Alexander-a 
his History: "Wherefore, it is not to be wondered licentiate of the Church, named Robert Irvine, who 
at that innocent persons should be convicted of a was of respectable attainments, but had a some- 
crime they could not be guilty of, when their effects what gloomy disposition. Views of predestination, 
fall to the judge or judges." drawn from some work of Flavel's, belonging to 
In 17 1 5. dming the insurrection, a party of the college library, had taken possession of his 
Highlanders marching through Broughton were mind, which had, perhaps, some infirmity ready to 
cannonaded from the Castle, and a six-pound shot be acted upon by external circumstances and dis- 
that went through a barn on this occasion, is pre- mal impulses. 
served in the Antiquarian Museum. Having cast eyes of admiration on a pretty 
In J 7 J 7 Broughton was the scene of the trial servant-maid in Mr, Gordon's house, he was 
and execution in a remarkable case of murder , tempted to take some liberties with her, which 
which made famous the old pathway known as were observed, and mentioned incidentally by his 
Gabriel's Road. By some strange misconception, pupils. For this he was reprimanded by Mr. 
in "Peter's Letters to his Kinsfolk," the murderer Gordon, but on apologising, was forgiven. Into 
is called "l
abriel," and in a work called" Cele- Irvine's morbid and sensitive nature the affront, or 
brated Trials" (in six volumes), he is called the rebuke, sank deeply, and a thirst for revenge 
Rev. Thomas Hunter, whereas in reality his name possessed him. For three days he revolved the 
was Robert Irvine. Of this road, to which we insane idea of cutting off Mr, Gordon's three 
have already referred, Chambers gives us the fol- children, and on the 28th of April, 1717, he found 
lowing description :-" Previous to 1 767 the eye of an opportunity of partially accomplishing his ter- 
a person perched in a favourable situation in the rible purpose. 
Old Town surveyed the whole ground on which It was Sunday, and Mr. and 1\1rs. Gordon went 
the New Town was built. Immediately beyond to spend the afternoon with a friend in the city, 
the North Loch was a range of grass fields called taking their little daughter with them. Irvine, left 
Bearford's Parks, from the name of the proprietor, with the two boys, took them out for a walk along 
Hepburn of Bearford, in East Lothian. Bounding the then broomy and grassy slope, where now York 
these on the north, in the line of the subsequent Place and St. Andrew Square are situated. While 
Princes Street, was a road enclosed by two dry the boys ran about gathering flowers and pursuing 
stone walls, called the Lang Dykes. butterflies, he sat whetting the knife with which 
The main mass of ground, originally rough with he meant to destroy tliem ! 
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.. Calling the two boys to him, he upbraided I to death by the Baron-bailie; and in the same 
them with their informing upon him, and told them I year the treasurer of the hospital complains of 
that they must suffer for it. They ran off, but he the expense incurred in prosecuting offenders in 
easily overtook and seized them. Then keeping I some other cases of murder committed within the 
one down upon the grass with his knee, he cut the barony; but these onerous and costly privileges 
other's throat, after which he dispatched in like were eventually abrogated in 1746, by the Act which 
manner the remaining one," · abolished all hereditable jurisdictions, and a few 
By a singular chance a gentleman enjoying his years afterwards the governors granted the use of 
evening stroll upon the Castle Hill obtained a per- the ancient tolbooth to one of their tenants as a 
fect view of the whole episode-most probably storehouse, "reserving to the hospital a room for 
with a telescope-and immediately gave an alarm, I holding their Baron Courts when they shall think 
Irvine, who had already attempted, but unsuccess- fit." (Steven's" Hist. Heriot's Hospital.") 
fully, to cut his own throat, now fled from his pur- Though demolished, some fragments of the old 
suers towards the Water of Leith, thinking to drown edifice still remain in the shape of cellars, in con- 
himself, but was taken, bJ;;ought in a cart to the nection with premises occupied as a tavern in 
tolbooth of Broughton, and there chained down Broughton Street. 
to the floor like a wild beast, The minute books of this ancient barony are still 
In those days there was a summary process in preserved, and contain a great number of names of 
Scotland for murderers, taken as he was-red /land. persons of note who were made free burgesses of 
It was only necessary to bring him next day before I the burgh, several of these having received that 
the judge of the district and have sentence passed honour in return for good deeds conferred upon it. 
upon him. Irvine was tried before the Baron- I During the insurrection of 1715 the inhabitants 
bailie upon the 30th of April, and received sentence of the regality obtained leave to form a night- 
of death. guard for their own protection, but to be under the 
In his" dying confession," supposed to be unique, orders of the captain of the Canongate Guard. 
it is recorded that "he desired one who was pre- The magistracy of this burgh consisted of a 
sent to take care of his books and conceal his Baron-bailie, a senior and junior bailie, high sheriff, 
papers, for he said there were many foolish things treasurer, clerk, dean of guild, surgeon, bellman, 
in them. He imagined that he was to be hung in and captain of the tolbooth. The first-named 
chains, and showed some concern on that account. official, "on high occasions, dons a crimson robe 
He prayed the parents of the murdered children to and cocked hat, displaying at the same time a 
forgive him, which they, very christianly, consented grand official chain with medal attached. These, 
to. At sight of the bloody clothes in which the with a bell, ancient musket, sword, and some other 
children were murdered, and which were brought articles, compose the moveable property of the 
to him in the prison a little before he went to the corporation." 
place of execution, he was much affected, and The lodge of Free Gardeners of the Barony of 
broke into groans and tears. When he came to I Broughton was instituted in the year 1845, by a 
the place of execution the ministers prayed for him, I number of citizens of the ward, and as regards the 
and he also prayed himself, but with a low voice. number of its members and finance is said to be 
Both his hands were struck off by the one of the most successful of the order in Scotland. 
executioner, and he was afterwards hanged. While I In 21 Broughton Street, there resided about the 
he was hanging the wound he gave himself in the year 1855 a hard-working and industrious literary 
throat with the penknife broke out afresh, and the man, the late William Anderson, author of " Land- 
blood gushed oùt in great abundance." scapeLyrics,"The Scottish Biographical Dictionary," 
He was hanged at Greenside, and his hands were I "The Scottish Nation," in three large volumes, 
stuck upon the gibbet with the knife used in the and other works j but who died old, poor, un. 
murders. His borIy was then flung into a neigh- pensioned, and neglected. 
bouring quarry-hole. I The village, or little burgh, appears to have been 
In February, 1721. John Webster, having com- situated principally to the north of where Albany 
mitted a murder upon a young woman named Street stands, comprising within its limits Broughton 

Iarion Campbell, daughter of Campbell of Keven- Place and Street, Barony Street and Albany Street. 
knock, near the city wall, but on Heriot's Hospital The houses, with few exceptions, \\ ere two-storeyed 
ground, was taken to Broughton, and condemned though small, having outside stairs, thatched roofs, 
- -- and crow-stepped gables, each ha \ ing a little 
. "Domestic Annals," vel. iii, I garden or kailyard in front. They seem to ha\e 
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, 
been placed along both sides of a road that ran , building with a graceful spire 180 feet high. It 
east and west; those on the south being more I was erected on the site of an ancient quarry, 
detached, spread away upward nearly to York ISS9-61, after designs by J. F, Rocheid, at the 
Place. The western end of the hamlet was de- cost of .(; 13,000, and is in a mixed later English 
molished when the present Broughton market and Tudor style. 
was constructed. From that portion, which had Heriot's school, also on the west side of the 
been a kind of square, a path led through the street, is one of the eleme!1tary mstitutions which 
fields, where now London Street stands, to Canon- the governors of George Heriot's Hospital were 
mills. empowered by Act of Parliament to erect from 
One by one the cottages have disappeared, in their surplus revenues. It is attended by about 
their rude construction, with forestairs and loop- 3,400 boys and girls, and rises from a spacious and 
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IIROUGHTO:\ IIURN, 1850. Fro", a Dmwing by William Chan..in". i.. ill< þo,..ssioK of Dr, j. A, S"uy.) 


hole windows, contrasting strongly with the new airy arcade, under which they can play m wet 
and fashionable streets that have replaced them. I weather, 
In the modem Broughton Street is a plain Ionic At the south-west comer of Broughton Place is 
edifice, long used as a place of worship by the S1. James's Episcopal chapel, which, in architecture 
disciples of Edward Irving, and near it, at the externally, is assimilated with the houses of the 
south-east angle of Albany Street, the Independent I street. It was built in 1829, and has attached to 
church was built in 1816, at a cost of .{;4,000, and it, on the north, a neat school, built in 186 9. 
improved in 1867 at J. cost of more than .{; 200; a I Frollting Broughton Place, and at the eastern end 
plain and unpretending edifice, I thereof, stands the United Presbyterian church, 
The Gaelic church, which adjoins the Inde- built in 1821, at the cost of L7,09S. It is a 
penrlent church, is the old Catholic Apostolic. I spacious edifice, with a very handsome tetrastyle 
which \\,,\S Lought in 18iS for about .{;S,ooo, im- Doric portico, and underwent repairs in 1853 ann 
proved for about .{;2.000, and opened in October I 1870, at the united cost of L4,OOO. It is chietly 
18 7 6 . remarkable as the scene of the ministrations of the 
S1. :\l:1r}'s Free church \s .1 beautiful Gothic late Dr. John Brown. 
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The new Catholic and Apostolic church, a con- I of the internal rooE It comprises a nave, chancel, 
spicuous and spacious edifice, stands north of and baptistry. The nave measures 100 feet in 
all those mentioned at the comer of East London length, by 45 in breadth; is divided into five 
Street. It was founded in November, [873, and bays, marked externally by buttresses, and has 
opened with much ceremony in April, 1876, It is at each comer a massive square turret surmounted 
in a kind of Norman stylc, after designs by R. by a pinnacle rising as high as the ridge of the 
Andelson, and measures 200 feet long, is 45 feet rooE The chancel measures 61
 feet, and com- 
in height to the wall-head, and 64 to the apex municates with the nave. 
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P[CARDY VILLAGE AND GAYFIELD HOUSE. (Ajle' Cl..k oj EMi..) 


CHAPTER XXYI. 
THF NORTHERN NEW TOWN. 


Picardy Place-Lords Eldin and Craig Sir David Milne-John Abercrombie-Lord Newton-Commissioner Osborne-St. Paul's Church- 
St. George's Chapel-William Douglas, Artist-Professor Playfair-General Scott of Bellevue-Drummond Place-C.K. Sharpe of Hoddam 
-Lord Robe-rtson-Abercrombie Place and Heriot Row-Miss Ferrier-House in which H. Mckenzie died--Rev. A. Alison-Great King 
Street-Sir R. Christi!!oon-Slr William Hamilton-Sir \Villiam Allan-Lord Colon
ay, &c. 


THE northern New To\\ n, of which we now rro- , the Queensferry Road, and northward to the line 
pose to relate the progress anù history, i3 separated of Fettes Row. It has crescental curves in some 
from the southern by the undulating and eJ\.tensive ' of its main lines, with squares, and is constructed 
range of Queen Street Gardens, which occupy a in a much grander style of architecture than the 
portion of the slope that shehes down towards the original New To\\n of 1767. Generally, it was 
valley of the 'Yater of Leith. I begun about 1802, and nearly comlJleted by 1822. 
It is also in a parallelogram e:\tending, from the I In the eastern part of this parallelogram are Pic.!n
y 
quarter we have just been describing, wc"tward to I Place, York Place, Forth and Alban}' Streets. 
7,!, 
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It would appear that so early as 1730 the physiognomy more expressive of the character of a 
Governors of Heriot's Hospital, as superiors of the great lawyer and barrister. The features are in 
barony of Broughton, had sold five acres of land themselves good, at least a painter would call them 
at the head of Broughton Loan to the city, for the so, and the upper part of the profile has as fine 
behoof of refugees or their descendants who had lines as could be wished. But then, how the 
come from France, after the revocation of the habits of the mind have stamped their traces on 
Edict of Nantes. A colony of these emigrants, every part of the face! What sharpness, razor-like 
principally silk weavers, had been for some time sharpness, has indented itself about the wrinkles of 
attempting to cultivate mulberry trees on the slope his eyelids; the eyes themselves, so quick, so grey, 
of Moultrce's Hill, but without success, owing to such baffiers of scrutiny, such exquisite scrutinisers , 
the variable nature of the climate, how they change in expression-it seems almost 
The position of the houses forming the village of how they change their colour-shifting from con- 
Picardie, as these poor people named it, after their tracted, concentrated blackness, through every 
native province, is distinctly shown in the map of I shade of brown, blue, green, and hazel, back into 
17 8 7, occupying nearly the site of the north side of l their own gleaming grey again. How they glisten 
the present Picardy Place , which after the Scottish into a smile of disdain! . .' He seems to be 
Board of Manufacturers acquired the ground, was affected with the most delightful and balmy feel- 
built in 1809, I ings, by the contemplation of some soft-headed, 
l\Iore than twenty years before that period the I prosing driveller, racking his poor brain, or bellow- 
magistrates seem to have contemplated having a ing his lungs out, all about something which he, 
square here, as in 1783 they advertised, "to be the smiler, sees so thoroughly, so distinctly." 
feued, the several acres, for building, lying on the Lord Eldin, on the bench as when at the bar, 
west side of the new road to Leith, immediately pertinaciously adhered to the old Doric Scottish of 
adjoining to Picardy Gardens. The ground is his boyhood, and in this there waS no affectation; 
laid out in the form of a square. The situation is but it was the pure old dialect and idiom of the 
remarkably pleasant. . .. According to the plan, eighteenth century. He was a man of refined 
the buildings will have plots of background for the tastes, and a great connoisseur in pictures. He 
purpose of gardens and offices; and the possessors was a capital artist; and it is said, that had he 
of these will have the privilege of the area within given himself entirely to art, he would have been 
the Square, &c. Further particulars may be had one of the greatest masters Scotland has ever 
on applying to James Jollie, writer, the proprietor, produced. He was plain in appearance, and had 
Royal Bank Close, who will show the plan of the a halt in his gait. Passing down the High Street 
ground." (EdÙl. Ad'l!ert., q83.) one day, he once heard a girl say to her companion, 
This plan would seem to have been abandoned, I "That is Johnnie Clerk, the lame lawyer," "No, 
and a street, with York Place, in direct communi- i madam," said he; "I may be a lame man, but not 
cation with Queen Street, substituted. a lame lau'J'er." 
Among the earliest occupants of a house in He died a bachelor in his house in Picardy 
Picardy Place was John Clerk, Lord Eldin, who Place, where, old-maid-like, he had contracted such 
took up his abode in No. 16, when an advocate at an attachment to cats, that his domestic establish- 
the bar, The grandson of Sir John Clerk of ment could always boast of at least half a dozen of 
Pennicuick, and son of John Clerk, author of a them; and when consulted by a client he was 
celebrated work on naval tactics, Lord Eldin was generally to be found seated in his study with a 
born in 1757, and in 1785 was called to the bar, favourite Tom elevated on his shoulder or purring 
and so great were his intellectual qua]ities-at a about his ears. 
time when the Scottish bar wa!!. really distinguished I His death occurred on the 3 0th May, 18 3 2 , 
for intellect-that, it is said, that at one period he I after which his extensive collection of paintings, 
had nearly half of all the court business in his sketches, and rare prints was brought to sale in 
hands; but his elevation to the bench did not I , 16 Picardy Place, where, on the 16th of March, 
occur until 1823, when he was well advanced in '1833, a very serious accident ensued. 
life, I The fame of his collection had attracted a great 
In "Peter's Letters" he is described as the I crowd of men and women of taste and letters, and 
Coryphæus of the bar. "He is the plainest, the when the auctioneer was in the act of disposing of 
shrewdest, and the most sarcastic of men; his I a famous Teniers, which had been a special favourite 
sceptre owes the whole of its power to its weight- I of Lord Eldin, the floor of the drawing-room gave 
nothing to glitter. It is impossible to imagine a way. "The scene which was produced may be 
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imagined, but can scarcely be described," says the 1781; F.R.C.S. in 1823; and was author of 
Caletlollllln iJfercury of the 18th March. "From "Inquiries concerning the Intellectual Powers," 
eighty to a hundred persons, ladies as well as which has gone through many editions, "The Philo- 
gentlemen, were precipitated in one mass into an sophy of the Moral Feelings," &c. His bust is 
apartment below, filled with china and articles of in the museum of the Royal College of Surgeons. 
vcrtu. The cries and shrieks, intermingled with Concerning his death, the following curious story 
exclamations and ejaculations of distress, were has found its way into print. A Mrs. M" a nati\'e 
heartrending; but what added to the unutterable of the West Indies, was at Blair Logie at the time 
agony of that awful moment, the density of the of the demise of Dr. Abercrombie, with whom she 
cloud of dust, impervious to the rays of light, pro- had been very intimate. He died suddenly, without 
duced total darkness, diffusing a choking atmo- any previous indisposition, just as he was about to 
sphere, which nearly stifled the terrified multitude, enter his carriage in York Place, at eleven o'clock 
and in this state of suspense they remained several on a Thursday morning. On the night between 
minutes." Among the mass of people who went Thursday and Friday Mrs. M. dreamt that she saw 
down with the floor were Lord Moncrieff, Sir the whole family of Dr. Abercrombie dressed entirely 
J ames Riddell of Ardnamurchan, and Sir Archi- in white,dancing a solemn funeral dance, upon which 
bald Campbell of Succoth. Many persons were she awoke, wondering that she should have dreamt 
most severely injured, and Mr. Smith, banker, of anything so absurd, as it was contrary to their 
Moray Place, on whom the hearth-stone fell, was custom to dance on any occasion. Immediately 
killed. afterwards her maid came to tell her that she had 
York Place, the continuation of this thorough- seen Dr. Abercrombie reclining against a wall 
fare to Queen Street, is nearly all unchanged since "with his jaw fallen, and a livid countenance, 
it was built, and is broad and stately, with spacious mournfully shaking his head as he looked at her." 
and lofty houses, which were inhabited by Sir She passed the day in great uneasiness, and wrote 
Henry Raeburn, Francis Horner, Dr, John Aber- to inquire for the Doctor, relating what had hap- 
crombie, Dr. John Coldstream, Alexander Geddes, pen ed, and expressing her conviction that he was 
A.R.A. , and other distinguished men. dead, and her letter was seen by several persons 
No. 10 was the abode of Lord Craig, the suc- in Edinburgh on the day of its arrival. 
cessor on the bench of Lord Hailes in 1792, and No. 22 was the house of Lord Newton, known 
whose well-known attainments, and especially his as the wearer of" Covington's gown," in memory 
connection with the Mirror and Lounger, gave his of the patriotism and humanity displayed by the 
name an honourable place among local notorieties. latter in defending the Jacobite prisoners on their 
He was the cousin-german of the celebrated Mrs. trial at Carlisle in 1747. His judicial talents and 
l\1cLehose, the Clarinda of Robert Burns, and to social eccentricities formed the subject of many 
her he bequeathed an annuity, at his death, which anecdotes. He participated largely in the baccha- 
occurred in 1813. His house was afterwards occu. nalian propensities so prevalent among the legal 
pied by the gallant Admiral Sir David Milne, who, men of his time, and was frequently known to put 
when a lieutenant, took possession of the Piqlle "three lang craigs" (i.e. long-necked bottles of 
frigate, after her surrender to the Blanche, in the claret)" under his belt" after dinner, and thereafter 
West Indies; captured La Seitze, in J 798, and La dictate to his clerk a paper of more than sixty pages. 
Vellgeance, of 38 guns, in 1800, and who commanded The MS. would then be sent to press, and the 
the Impregnable, in the attack on Algiers, when he proofs be corrected next morning at the bar of the 
was Rear-Admiral, and had 150 of his crew killed Inner House. 
and wounded, as Brenton records in his" Naval He would often spend the whole night in con- 
History," He died a Knight Grand Cross of the vivial indulgence at the Crochallan Club, perhaps 
Bath, and left a son, Sir Alexander Milne, also be driven home to York Place about seven in the 
K.C.B., and Admiral, more than once commander I morning, sleep for two hours, and be seated on the 
of fleets, and who first went to sea with his father bench at the usual hour. The French traveller 
in the flag-ship Leander, in 18q. Sir David died Simond relates his surprise "on stepping onc 
on board of a Granton steamer, when returning I morning into the Parliament House to find in the 
home, in 1845, and was buried at Inveresk. I dignified capacity and exhibiting all the dignifierl 
Doctor John Abercrombie, Physician to Her bearing of a judge, the very gentleman with whom 
Majesty, lived in No. 19, and died there in 1844, I he had just spent a night of debauch and parted 
, 
aged 64. He was a distinguished consu
ting I from only one hour before, when both were ex- 
physician, and moral writer, born at Aberdeen, in : cessively intoxicated." 
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His lordship was so fond of card-playing that 1 elegant, and his industry unceasing; thus he nUlIl- 
he wa
 wont to say, laughingly," Cards are my i bered among his early employers the chief of the 
1)rofession-the law my amusement." He died Scottish noblesse. Most of the living landscape 
at Powrie, in Forfars'ure, on the 19th ot October, painters of Scotland, and many of the dead ones, 
1811. have sprung from the school of Nasmyth, who, in 
In 1795 Sir Henry Raeburn built the large house his extreme age, became an honorary member of 
No. 32, the upper part of which had been lighted the then new Scottish Academy. 
from the roof and fitted up as a gallery for exhibiting I The firmness of his intellect, and the freshness of 
pictures, while the lower was divided into convc- his fancy continued uninterrupted to the end of his 
nient painting rooms, but his residence was then labours; his last work was the touching little 
at Stockbridge. I picture called" Going Home;" and he died soon 
Mr. Alexander Osborne, a commissioner of the after at Edinburgh in the eighty-third year of his 
Board of Customs, resided in No. 40 for many I age, in 1840. He married a daughter of Sir James 
years, and died there. He was of great stature, Foulis, Bart., of Colinton and that ilk, by whom he 
and was the right-hand man of the Grenadiers of I had a large family, all more or less inheriting the 
the First Regiment of Royal Edinburgh Volunteers, I genius of their father, particularly his son Peter, 
proverbially a battalion of tall men, and his per-, who pre-deceased him at London in 1831, aged 
sonal appearance was long familiar in the streets of forty-five years, 
the city, In bulk he was remarkable as well as in On the north side of York Place is St. Paul's 
stature, his legs in particular being nearly as large Episcopal church, built in that style of Gothic 
in circumference as the body of an ordinary person, which prevailed in the time of Henry VI. of Eng- 
The editor of Kay mentions that shortly after the land, and of which the best specimen may be seen 
volunteers had been embodied, Lord Melville pre- j in King's College, Cambridge, The building con- 
sented his gigantic countryman to George III., sists of a nave with four octagon towers at the 
who on witnessing such a herculean specimen of angles, with north and south aisles. The pulpit is 
his loyal defenders in Scotland, was somewhat I at the east end, and immediately before the com- 
excited and curious, "Are all the Edinburgh I munion-table. The organ is at the west end, and 
volunteers like you?" he asked. Osborne mis- above the main entrance, which faces York Lane- 
taking the jocular construction of the question, I a remnant of Broughton Loan. In the north,west 
:and supposing it referred to their status in society, . angle of the edifice is the vestry. The length of 
..eplied, "They are so, please your Majesty." the church is about 123 feet by 73 feet, external 
" Astonishing !" exclaimed the King, lifting up his I measurement. The nave is 109 feet 9 inches in 
hands in wonder. . I length by 26 feet broad, and 46 feet in height; and 
In his youth he is said to have had a prodigious' the aisles are 79 feet long by 29 feet in height. 
appetite, being able to consume nim pounds of' The ceiling of the nave is a fiat Gothic arch , 
steak at a meal. His father, who died at Aberdeen, I covered with ornamental tracery, as are also the 
comptroller of the Customs in 1785, is said to; ceilings of the aisles. The great eastern window 
have been a man of even more colossal propor- , is beautifully filled in with stained glass by Egginton 
tions. of Birmingham. This handsome church-in its 
Mr. Osborne lived long in Richmond Street time the best example of Gothic erected in Edin- 
prior to removing to Yark Place, where he died in burgh since the Reformation-was built from a de- 
his 74 th year. I sign by Archibald Elliot, and does considerable credit 
During the early years of this century Lady Sin- to the taste and genius of that eminent architect. 
clair of :\lurkle occupied No, 61, and at the same I It was begun in February, 1816, and finished in 
time No. 47 was the residence of Alexander June, 1818, for the use of the congregation which 
Nasmyth, landscape painter, father of Peter, who had previously occupied the great church in the 
'Won himself the name of "the English Hobbima," Cowgate, and who contributed :L 12,000 for its 
and who, in fact, wa
 the father of the Scottish school erection. The well-known Archibald Alison, author 
of landscape painting. In his youth, the pupil of, of " Essays on Taste," and father of the historian 
Allan Ramsay, and afterwards of the best artists in of Europe, long officiated here. He was the son 
Rome and England, he returned to his native city, of a magìstrate of the city of Edinburgh, where he 
Edinburgh, where he had been born in 1758; and was born in [757, but graduated at Oxford; and 
to his friendship with Bums the world is indebted on the invitation of Sir William Forbes and others, 
for the only authentic portrait which exists of the in 1800, became senior incumbent of the Cowgate 
g),)tÏonal poet. His compositions were chaste and chapel. After the removal of the congregation to 
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York Place he officiated there, until a severe illness I collections of both countries. In particular he was 
in 1831 compelled him to relinquish all public I employed by the family of BuccIeuch, and in 181 7 
duties, In "Peter's Letters" we are told that he was appointed Miniature Painter for Scotland to 
possessed all the qualifications of a popular orator. I the Princess Charlotte, and Prince Leopold after- 
He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of wards King of the Belgians. 
Edinburgh in the first year of its formation, and I Prior to his removal to Hart Street he lived in 
was the intimate friend of many of its most distin- No. 17 S1. James's Square, a common stair. He 
guished members, as he was of most of the men of I possessed genius, fancy, taste, and delica,cy, with a 
genius and leaming af his time in Scotland. His true enthusiasm for his art; and his social worth 
.. Essays on Taste" appeared first in 1790, since I and private virtues were acknowledged by all who 
when it has passed through several editions, and; had the pleasure of knowing him. He had a vast 
has been translated into French. His theory of I fund of anecdote, and in his domestic relations was 
taste has met the approval of men of the highest I an affectionate husband, good father, and faithful 
genius in poetry, criticism, and art. He died, uni- friend. His constant engagements precluded his 
versally respected, on the 17th of May, 1839. contributing to the exhibitions in Edinburgh, but 
St. George's Episcopal chapel, built in 1794. his works frequently graced the walls of the Royal 
stands on the south side of York Place. It was Academy at Somerset House. In a note attached 
designed by Robert Adam, and is of no known to David Malloch's" Immortality of the Soul," he 
style of architecture, and is every way hideous in says :-" The author would take this opportunity 
conception and in detail. Thi,;; dingy edifice cost, of stating that if he has been at all successful in 
L3,000. I depicting any of the bolder features of Nature, this 
North of the two streets we have described, and he in a great measure owes to the conversation of 
erected coeval with them, are Forth and Albany I his respected friend, William Douglas, Esq., Edin- 
Streets. burgh, who was no less a true poet than an eminent 
In No. 10 of the former street lived for years, artist." 
and died on the 27th of August, 1837, in his He died at his house in Hart Street on the 20th 
seventy-first year, George Watson, first president of January, 1832, leaving a daughter, Miss Ramsay 
and founder of the Royal Scottish Academy, of Douglas, also an artIst, and the inheritor of his 
whom an account has already been given in con- peculiar grace and delicacy of touch. 
nection with that institution, as one of the most York Place being called from the king's seconn 
eminent artists of his time, In the same house son by his English title, Albany Street, by a 
also lived and died his third son, Smellie George natural sequence, was n1tmed from the title or 
Watson, R.S.A" a distinguished portrait painter, the second son of the king of Scotland. Albany 
named from the family of his mother, who was Row it was called in the feuing advertisements 
Rebecca, eldest daughter of William SmelIie, the in 1800, and for some twenty years after. In 
kamed and ingenious painter and natural PhiIO- , NO.2, which is now broken up and subdivided,lived 
sopher. John Playfair, Professor of Natural Philosophy in 
In the little and obscure thoroughfare named the University, a man of whom it has been said 
Hart Street lived long one who enjoyed consider- I that he was cast in nature's happiest mould, acute, 
able reputation in his daYI though well-nigh for- clear, comprehensive, and having all the higher 
gotten now: William Douglas, an eminent minia- qualities of intellect combined and regulated b} 
ture painter, and the lineal descendant of the the most perfect good taste, being not less perfect 
ancient line of Glenbervie. "He received a useful in his moral than in his intellectual nature. He 
education," says his biographer, .. and was weu l ' was a man e\'ery way distinguished , respected, and 
acquainted with the dead and living languages. beloved. 
From his infancy he displayed a taste for the fine When only eighteen years old he became a can- 
arts. While yet a mere child he would leave his didate in 1766 for the chair of mathematics in 
playfellows to their sports, to watch the effects of I the 
larischal College, Aberdeen, where, after a 
light and shade, and, creeping along the furrows of I lengthened and very strict examination, only two 
the fields, study the perspective of the ridges. I out of six rival competitors were judged to h.l\'c 
This enabled him to excel as a landscape painter, excelled him-these were, Dr. Traill, who was 
and gave great beauty to his miniatures." I appointed to the chair, and Dr. Hamilton, who 
As a miniature painter he was liberally patronised subsequently succeeded to it. He was the son 
by the upper ranks in Scotland and England, and I of the Rev. James Playfair, minister of Liff and 
his works are to be found in some of the finest Benvie, and upon the representation of Lord 




Ibany Sireel.) 


GENERAL SCOTT. 


J 1)1 


Gray was ordained his successor to that charge in 
1773, but he resigned it ten years afterwards, In 
1785 he was appointed joint Professor of Mathe- 
matics in the University of Edinburgh with the 
celebrated Adam Ferguson, LL,D., and dis- 
charged the duties of that chair till the death of 
his friend Professor Robinson, in 1805, when he 
was appointed his successor, Among his works 
are" Elements of Geometry" published in 1796; 
"Illustrations of the Huttonian Theory of the 
Earth" in 1804;" Outlines of Natural Philosophy;" 
besides many papers to the scientific department 
of the Edinbllrgh Rn'zCw and to various other 
periodicals. 
He died at NO.2, Albany Street, in his seventieth 
year, on the 20th of July, 1819. An unfinished 
" :\lemoir of John Clerk of Eldin," the inventor of 
naval tactics, left by him in manuscript, was 
published after his death in the ninth volume of 
the" Edinburgh Transactions." An interesting ac- 
count of the character and merits of this illustrious 
mathematician, from the pen of Lord Jeffrey, 
was inserted in the "Encyclopædia Britannica" 
and in the memoir prefixed to his works by his 
nephew, and a noble monument to his memory 
is erected on the Calton Hill. 
Northwards of the old village of Broughton, 
in the beginning of the present century, the land 
was partly covered with trees; a road led from it 
to Canonmills by Bellevue to N ewhaven, while 
another road, by the water of Leith, led westward. 
In the centre of what are now the Drummond 
Place Gardens stood a country house belonging 
to the Lord Provost Drummond, and long in- 
habited by him; he feued seven acres from the 
Governors of Heriot's Hospital. The approach to 
this house was by an avenue', now covered by 'Vest 
London Street, and which entered from the north 
road to Canonmills, 
On the site of that house General Scott of Bal- 
comie subsequently built the large square three- 
storeyed mansion of Bellevue, afterwards converted 
into the Excise Office, and removed when the 
Edinburgh, Perth, and Dundee Railway Company 
constructed the now disused tunnel from Princes 
Street to the foot of Scotland Street, 
In 1802 the lands of Bellevue were adver- 
tised to be sold "by roup within the Justiciary 
Court Room," for feuing purposes, but years 
elapsed before anything was done in the way of 
building. In 1823 the papers announce that 
.. preparations are making for levelling Bellevue 
Gardens and filling up the sand-pits in that 
neighbourhood, with a view to finishing Bellevue 
Crescent, which will connect the New Town with 


Canonmills on one side, as it is already connected 
with Stockbridge on the other." 
By that year Drummond Place was nearly com- 
pleted, and the south half of Bellevue Crescent 
was finished and occupied; St. :\lary's parish church 
was founded and finished in 1824, from designs by 
:\lr. Thomas Brown, at the cost of E, J 3,000 for 
1,800 hearers. It has a spire of considerable ele- 
gance, 168 feet in height. 
General Scott, the proprietor of Bellevue, w
 
one of the most noted gamblers of his time. It 
is related of him that being one night at Stapleton's, 
when a messenger brought him tidings that Mrs. 
Scott had been delivered of a daughter, he turned 
laughingly to the company, and said, "You see, 
gentlemen, I must be under the necessity of 
doubling my stakes, in order to make a fortune for 
this little girl." He accordingly played rather 
deeper than usual, in consequence of which, after 
a few hours' play, he found himself a loser by 
E,8,000. This gave occasion for some of the 
company to rally him on his" daughter's fortune," 
but the general had an equanimity of temper 
that nothing could ruffle, and a judgment in play 
superior to most gamesters. He replied that he 
had still a perfect dependence on the luck of the 
night, and to make his words good he played stea- 
dily on, and about seven in the morning, besides 
clearing his E,8,000, he brought home E, 15,000. 
His eldest daughter, Henrietta, became Duchess 
of Portland. 
Drummond Place was named after the eminent 
George Drummond, son of the Laird of Newton, a 
branch of the Perth family, who was no less than 
six times Lord Provost of the city, and who died 
in 1766, in the eightieth year of his age. 
The two most remarkable denizens of this 
quarter were Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe of Hod- 
dam (previously of 93, Princes Street) and Lord 
Robertson. 
Among the attractions of Edinburgh during the 
bygone half of the present century, and accessi- 
ble only to a privileged few, were the residence 
and society of the fonner gentleman. Born of an 
ancient Scottish family, and connected in many 
ways with the historical associations of his country, 
by his reputation as a literary man no less than 
by his high Cavalier and Jacobite tenets, Charles 
Kirkpatrick Sharpe was long looked up to as one 
of the chief authorities on all questions connected 
with Scottish antiquities. 
No. 93, Princes Street, the house of Mrs. Sharpe 
of Hoddam, was the home of her son till the time 
of her death, and there he was visited by Scott, 
Thomas Thomson, and those of the next genera- 
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tion, such as David Laing, Robert Chambers, and 
Cosmo Innes. In his" Diary" Scott writes of him 
as "a very remarkable man. He has infinite wit 
and a great turn for antiquarian lore. His 
drawings are the most fanciful and droll imaginable 
-a mixture between Hoganh and some of those 
foreign masters who painted' Temptations of St. 
Anthony' and such grotesque subjects. My idea 
is that Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe , with his oddi- 
ties , tastes, satire, and high aristocratic feelings, 
resembles Horace 'Val pole. " 


portraits, some on the walls, but many more on the 
floor. A small room leading out of this one was 
the place where Mr. Sharpe gave audiences. Its 
diminutive space was stuffed full of old curiosities, 
cases with family bijouterie, &c. One petty object 
was strongly indicative of character, a calling card of 
Lady Charlotte Campbell, the once adored beauty, 
stuck into the frame of a picture. He must have 
kept it, at that time, about thirty years." 
This ladYI one of the celebrated Edinburgh 
beauties, was the second daughter of John, Duke of 
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THE EXCISE OFFICt;, URU MMONU PLACE. (From a Drawing by Sheþherd, þuólished in 1829,) 


The resemblance in their abodes was more Argyle, who died in 1806, and the visit referred to 
strictly true. The house of Sharpe, No. 28 Drum- took place about 1824. 
mond Place, was one of the sights of Edinburgh to To 1\1r, Sharpe Sir Walter owed many of the 
the select few who found admittance there, with its most graphic incidents which gave such inimitable 
antique furniture, tapestries, paintings, and carvings life to the productions of his pen; and a writer in 
-its exquisite enamels, weapons, armour, bronzes, the Gentlelllalz's lIIagazÍ11e justly remarked that 
bijouterie, ivories, old china, old books, and cabi- .. his collection of antiquities is among the richest 
nets-the mighty collection of a long life, and the which any private gentleman has ever accumulated 
sale of which, at his death, occupied six long days in the north. In Scottish likrature he \\ ill be 
at the auction rooms in South Hanover Street. I ahlays remembered as the editor of · Law's l\le- 
Robert Chambers describes a visit he paid him morials' and of · Kirkton's History of the Kirk of 
in Princes Street "His servant conducted me to I Scotland.'. His taste in music was no less culti- 
the first floor, and showed me into what is called vated than peculiar, amI' the curious variety of 
amongst us the back drawing-room, which I found singular and obsolete musical instruments which 
carpeted \\ith green cloth and full of old family, enriched his collection, showed how well the 
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antiquarian taste consorted with the musical skill 
and critical sagacity of the editor of the 'Minuets 
and Songs, by Thomas, sixth Earl of Kellie,'" 
At his death, in 1851, a desire was felt by many 
of his friends that his collection of antiquities 
should, like that of his friend Scott, be preserved 
as a memorial of him I but from circumstances 
over which his family had no control this was 
found to be impossible, so the vast assemblage of 
rare and curious objects which crowded every room 
in No. 28 was dispersed. The very catalogue of 
them, filling upwards of fifty pages, was in some of 
its features strongly indicative of the character of 
the man, 
Among them we find-" .c\ small bo"{ made from 
a leg of the table at which King James VIII. sat 
on his first landing here;" "fragment of Queen 
:\Iary's bed-curtains;" "hair of that true saint 
and martyr Charles I., taken from his coffin at 
Windsor, and given to me by the Hon. Peter 
Drummond Burrel at Edinburgh, December, 
1813;" "piece of the shroud of King Robert the 
Bruce;" "piece of a plaid worn by Prince Charles 
in Scotland;" "silk sash worn by the prince;" 
"pair of gloves belonging to )'Iary Queen of 
Scots;" "cap worn by her when escaping from 
Lochleven;" &c. He had a vast collection of 
coins, some of which were said to be discovered 
in consequence of a dream, "The child of a 
Ir. 
Christison, in whose house his father was lodging 
in 1781, dreamt that a treasure \\as hid in the 
cellar, Her father had no faith in the dream, but 
1\Ir. Sharpe had the place dug up, and a copper 
pot full of coins was found." 
One of the chief features of his drawing-room in 
Drummond Place was a quaint monstrosity in 
bronze, now preserved in the British 
Iuseum. It 
was a ewer fashioned in the shape of a tailless lion, 
surmounted by an indescribable animal, half hound 
and }lalf fish, found in a vault of his paternal castle 
of Hoddam, in Dumfries-shire. Charles Kirkpatrick 
Sharpe was laid amid his forefathers in the family 
burial-place in Annandale. "May the earth lie 
light on him," writes one of his friends, "and no 
plebeian dust invade the last resting. place of a 
thorough gentleman of the antique type, now 
wholly gone with other good things of the olden 
time !" 
Patrick Robertson, known as Lord Robertson 
by his judicial title, was long locally famous as 
" Peter," one of the most brilliant wits and humor- 
ists about Parliament House, and a great friend of 
"Christopher North." They were called to the 
bar in the same year, 1815. Robertson was born 
in 1794, In 1842 he was Dean of Faculty, and 
'13 


was raised to the bench in the following year. He. 
was famous for his mock heroic speeches on "the 
general question," and his face, full of grotesque 
humour, and his rotund figure, of Johnson-like 
amplitude and cut, were long familiar to an 
habitués of the law courts. Of his speeches. 
Lockhart gives a description in his account of a 
Burns dinner in 1818 :-" The last of these presi- 
dents (Mr. Patrick Robertson), a young counsellor 
of very rising reputation and most pleasant manner, 
made his approach to the chair amid such a 
thunder of acclamation as seems to issue from the 
cheeks of the Bacchantes when Silenus gets astride 
his ass , in the famous picture of Rubens. Once in 
the chair, there was no fear of his quitting it while 
any remained to pay homage to his authority. He 
made speeches, one chief merit of which consisted 
(unlike epic poems) in their having neither begin- 
ning, middle, nor end. He sang songs in which 
music was not. He proposed toasts in which 
meaning was not. But over everything that he 
said there was flung such a radiance of sheer 
mother wit, that there wås no difficulty in seeing 
that the want of meaning was no involuntary want. 
By the perpetual dazzle of his wit, by the cordia
 
flow of his good-humour, but, above al
 by the 
cheering influence of his broad, happy face, seen 
through its halo of purest steam (for even the chair 
had by this time got enough of the juice of the' 
grape), he contrived to diffuse over us all, for a 
long time, one genial atmosphere of unmingled 
mirth." 
The wit and humour of Robertson were pro- 
verbial, and hundreds of anecdotes used to be cur- 
rent of his peculiar and invincible power of closing 
all controversy, by the broadest form of reductio ad 
abStlrdlllll. At a dinner party a learned and pe- 
dantic Oxonian was becoming very tiresome with 
his Greek erudition, which he insisted on pouring 
forth on a variety of topics more or less recondite. 
At length, at a stage of the discussion on some his- 
torical point, Lord Robertson turned round, and, 
fixing his large grey eyes upon the Englishman r 
said, with a solemn and judicial air, "I rather 
think, sir, Dionysius of Halicarnassus is against 
you there." " I beg your pardon," said the other, 
quickly; "Dionysius did not flourish for ninety 
years after that period!" "Oh! .. rejoined Robert- 
son, with an expression of face that must be 
imagined, " I made a mistake-I meant Thaddeus 
of lYarsa1CJ." After that the discussion flowed 
no longer in the Greek channel.. 
He was author of a large quarto volume of singu- 


.. Wilson "s C I l\lemoirs.'. vol. ii. 
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-larIy weak poems, which were noticed by Lockhart 
in the Quarterly Re-lIÍe-w, and to the paper he ap- 
pended in one copy, which was sent to the senator, 
the following distich, by way of epitaph :_ 
.. Here lies the peerless paper lord , Lord Peter, 
\Vho broke the laws of God and man and metre." 


The joke chiefly lay in Robertson being led to sup- 
pose that the lines were in the entire edition, much 
to his annoyance and indignation; but Lockhart 
penned elsewhere the following good wishes con- 
cerning him :- 


"Oh! Petrus, Pedro, Peter, which you will, 
Long, long thy radiant destiny fulfil. 
Bright be thy wit, and bright the golden ore 
Paid down in fees for thy deep legal lore ; 
Bright be that claret, brisk be thy champagne , 
Thy whisky-punch, a vast exhaustless main , 
With thee disporting on its joyous shore, 
Of that glad spirit quaffing ever more; 
Keen be thy stomach, potent thy digestion, 
And long thy lectures on 'the general question;' 
While young and old swell out the general strain, 
We ne'er shall look upon his like again." 


Lockhart wrote many rhyming epitaphs upon him, 
and is reported to have written, .. Peter Robertson 
is 'a man,' to use his own favourite quotation, 
'cast in Nature's amplest mould,' He is ad- 
mitted to be the greatest corporation lawyer at the 
Scotch bar, and he is a 7Jast poet as well as a great 
lawyer." 
Lord Robertson, who lived in No. 32 Drum- 
mond Place, died in 1855, in his sixty-second 
year. 
No. 38 was for years the abode of Adam Black, 
more than once referred to elsewhere as publisher, 
M.P., and Lord Provost of the city, who died on 
the 24th January, 1874. 
Forming a species of terrace facing the Queen 
Street Gardens from the north, are Abercrombie 
Place and Heriot Row-the first named from the 
hero of the Egyptian campaign, and the latter from 
the founder of the famous hospital on ground be- 
longing to which it is erected, The western portion 
of the Row, after it was built, was long disfigured 
by the obstinacy of Lord Wemyss, who declined to 
remove a high stone wall which enclosed on the 
north and east the garden that lay before his house 
in Queen Street. 
Sir John Connel, Advocate and Procurator for 
the Church, author of a "Treatise on Parochial 
Law and Tithes," and who figures among Kay's 
Portraits as one of the "Twelve Advocates," 
James Pillans, LL.D., Professor of Humanity in 
the University 1820-63, and Sir James Riddel, 
..Bart., of Ardnamurchan and Sunart, lived respec- 


tively in Nos. 16, 22, and 30, Abercrombie Place; 
while on the west side of Nelson Street, which 
opens off it to the north, resided, after 1829, Miss 
Susan Edmondston Ferrier, authoress of "Mar- 
riage," "Inheritance," and "Destiny," one who 
may with truth be called the last of the literary 
galaxy which adorned Edinburgh when Scott wrote, 
Jeffrey criticised, and the wit of Wilson flowed into 
the Nodes. She was the friend and confidant of 
Scott. She survived him more than twenty years, 
as she died in 1854. 
In the house numbered as 6 Heriot Row, 
Henry Mackenzie, the author of the "Man of 
Feeling," spent the last years of his long life, sur. 
viving all the intimates of his youth, including 
Robertson, Hume, Fergusson, and Adam Smith; 
and there he died on the 14th of June, in the 
year 1831, after having been confined to his room 
for a considerable period by the general decay 
attending old age. He was then in his eighty- 
sixth year. 
No. 44 in the same Row is remarkable as 
having been for some years the residence of the 
Rev, Archibald Alison, to whom we have already 
referred; in the same house with him lived his 
sons, Professor Alison, and Archibald the future 
historian of Europe and first baronet of the name. 
The latter was born in the year 1792, at the 
parsonage house of Kenley, in Shropshire. The Rev. 
Archibald Alison (who was a cadet of the Alisons, 
of New Hall, in Angus) before becoming incum- 
bent of the Cowgate Chapel, in 1800, had been 
a prebendary of Sarum, rector of Roddington, 
and vicar of High Ercal; and his wife was 
Dorothea Gregory, grand-daughter of the fourteenth 
Lord Forbes of that ilk, a lady whose family 
for two centuries has been eminent in mathematics 
and the exact sciences. 
His sermons were published by Constable in 
181 7, twenty-seven years subsequent to his work 
on "Taste , " and, according to the Literar)' 
lIEagazine for that year and other critical periodi- 
cals, since the first publication of Blair's discourses 
there were no sermons so popular in Scotland as 
those of Mr. Alison. He enforced virtue and 
piety upon the sanction of the Gospels, without 
entering into those peculiar grounds and conditions 
of salvation which constitute the sectarian theories 
of religion, regarding his hearers or readers as 
having already arrived at that state of knowledge 
and understanding when , "having the principles 
of the doctrine of Christ, they should go on unto 
perfection. " 
Great King Street, a broad and stately thorough, 
fare that extends from Drummond Place to the 
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Royal Circus, was built in 1820, and in the fol- 
lowing } ear it was proposed to erect at the west 
end of it an equestrian statue to the memory of 
George IlL, for which subscription lists had been 
opened, but the project was never carried out. 
In Great King Street have resided, respectively 
in Nos. 3, 16, and 72, three men who are of mark 
and fame-Sir Robert Christison, Sir William 
Hamilton , and Sir William Allan. 
When the future baronet occupied NO.3, he 
was Doctor Christison, and Professor of medical 
jurisprudence. Born in June, 1797, and son of the 
late Alexander Christison, Professor of Humanity 
in the University of Edinburgh, he became a student 
there in 18H, and passed with brilliance through 
the literary and medical curriculum, and after 
graduating in 1819, he proceeded to London and 
Paris, where, under the celebrated 1\1. Orfila, he 
applied himself to the study of toxicology, the 
department of medical science in which he became 
so deservedly famous. 
Soon after his return home to Scotland he com- 
menced practice in his native capital , and in 1822 
was appointed Professor of Medical Jurisprudence 
in the University, and was promoted in 1832 to 
the chair of materia medica. He contributed 
various articles to medical journals on professional 
subjects, and wrote several books, among others 
an exhaustive" Treatise on Poisons," still recog- 
nised as a standard work on that subject, and of 
more than European reputation. 
At the famous trial of Palmer, in 1856, Dr. 
Christison went to London, and gave such valuable 
evidence that Lord Campbell complimented him 
on the occasion, and the ability he displayed was 
universally recognised and applauded. He was 
twice President of the Royal College of Physicians, 
Edinburgh-the first time being in 1846-and was 
appointed Ordinary Physician to the Queen for 
Scotland. He received the degree of D.C.L. from 
Oxford in 1866, was created a baronet in 187 I, and 
waS made LL.D. of Edinburgh University in 18 7 2 . 
He resigned his chair in 1877, and died in 1882, 
In No. 16 lived and died Sir William Hamilton , 
Bart., of Preston and Fingalton, Professor of Logic 
and Metaphysics in the University of Edinburgh 
from [836 to 1856, and Fellow of the Scottish 
Society of Antiquaries. He had previously resided 
in Manor Place. He was called to the Scottish bar 
in 18[5, at the same time witI-: Duncan Mc
eill, 
the future Sir Archibald Alison, John Wilson, and 
others , and in 1816 assumed the baronetcy as 
twenty-fourth male representative of Sir John Fitz- 
Gilbert de Hamilton, who was the second son of 
Sir Gilbert, who came into Scotland in the time of 
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Alexander III., and from whom the whole family 
of Hamilton are descended, The baronetcy is in 
remainder to heirs male general, but was not as- 
sumed from the death of the second baronet 
in [701 till 1806, It was a creation of 1673. 
With his brother Thomas he became one of the 
earliest contributors to the columns of Blackwood's 
,iJ:fagazine. 
Besides " Cyril Thornton," one of the best mili- 
tary novels in the language, Thomas Hamilton 
was author of "Annals of me Peninsular Cam- 
paign" and of "Men and Manners in America." 
In" Peter's Letters" heis described as "a fine-looking 
young officer, whom the peace has left at liberty 
to amuse himself in a more pleasant way than he 
was accustomed to, so long as Lord Wellington 
kept the field. He has a noble, grand, Spaniard- 
looking head, and a tall graceful person, which he 
swings about in a style of knowingness that might 
pass muster even in the eye of old Potts. The 
expression of his features is so very sombre that 
I should never have guessed him to be a playful 
writer (indeed, how could I have guessed such 
a person to be a writer at all ?). Yet such is 
the case. Unless I am totally misinformed, he is 
the author of a thousand beautiful jeux á'esþrit 
both in prose and verse, which I shall point out 
to you more particularly when we meet." He 
had served in the 29th Regiment of Foot during 
the long war with France, and died in his fifty- 
third year, in 1842, 
In April, 1820, when the chair of moral 
philosophy in the University of Edinburgh fell 
vacant by me death of Dr. Thomas Browne, the 
successor of Dugald Stewart, Sir William Hamil- 
ton became a candidate together with J oh1\ 
Wilson. Others were mentioned as possible com- 
petitors, among them Sir James MacIntosh and 
Mr. Malthus, but it soon became apparent that 
the struggle-one which had few parallels even in 
the past history of that University-lay between 
the two first-named. "Sir William was a Whig j 
Wilson was a Tory of the most unpardonable 
description," says 
Irs. Gordon in her "Memoir," 
and the Whig side \Vas strenuously supported in 
the columns of the ScotS11latZ-" and privat
ly," she 
adds, "in every circle where the name of Black- 
1,'ood was a name of abomination and of fear." 
But eventually, in the year of Dr. Browne's death, 
Wilson was appointed to the vacant chair, and 
among the first to come to hear, and applaud to 
the echo, his earliest lectures, \\ as Sir WilIiam 
Hamilton. 
In 1829 the latter married his cousin, Miss 
Marshall, daughter of Mr. Hubert 
larshall, and 
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in July, 1836, was appointed to the chair of logic I-he at the same time and by the same means 
.lnd metaphysics, in succession to Professor David exercised over the intellects and feelings of his 
-Ritchie. In the interval between his appointment pupils an influence which for depth, intensity, and 
:and the commencement of the college session, in elevation , was certainly never surpassed by that of 
{he November of the same year, he was as-I any philosophical instructor. Among his pupils 
-siduouslyoccupied in preparing to discharge the, are not a few who, having lived for a season under 
-duties of the chair, which (according to the the constraining power of his intellect, and been 
practice of the University) consist in the delivery led to reflect on those great questions regarding 
()f a course of lectures on the subjects assigned the character, origin, and bounds of human 

o it. I knowledge which his teaching stirred and 
On his appointment at first, Sir William quickened, bear the memory of their beloved and 
Hamilton would seem to have experienced I revered instructor inseparably blended with what 
considerable difficulty in deciding on the character I is highest in their present intellectual life, as well 
.()f the course of lectures on Philosophy, which, as in their practical aims and aspirations." 
'while 
oing justice to th
 subject, wo
ld a
 the I At the time of hi
 death, in 1856, 

 resided, 
-same time meet the reqmrements of hIS auditors, I as has been stated, m No. 16 Great Kmg Street, 
-usually comparatively young students in the second and he was succeeded by his eldest son, William, 
year of their University curriculum. His first an officer of the Royal Artillery. Since his death 
course of lectures fell to be written during the a memoir of him has appeared from the pen of 
currency of the session 1836-7, He was in the Professor Veitch, of the University of Glasgow. 
,habit of delivering three in each week; and each In No. 72 of the same street lived and died 
lecture \\as usually written on the day, or more another great Scotsman, Sir \Villiam Allan, R.A., 
probably on the evening and night, before its whose fame and reputation as an artist extended 
delivery, His" Course of Metaphysics" was the I over many years, and whose works are still his 
'l'esult of this nightly toil. monument, We have aheady referred to his 
His lectures on Logic were not composed until I latter years in our account of the Royal Academy 
'the following session, 1837-8, A commonplace and the atelier of his earlier days in the Parliament 
book which he left among his papers, exhibits in a Close, where, after his wanderings in foreign lands, 
very remarkable degree Sir William's power of I and in the first years of the century, he was wont 
:appreciating and making use of every available to figure "by way of robe-de-chambre, in a dark 
hint scattered through the obscurer regions of Circassian vest, the breast of which was loaded 
thought, through which his extensive reading I with innumerable quilted lurking-places, originally, 
conducted him, says the editor of his collected' no doubt, intended for weapons of warfare, but 
works, and no part of his writings more completely now occupied with the harmless shafts of hair 
verifies the remark of his American critic, Mr. pencils, while he held in his hand the smooth 
Tyler :-" There seems to be not even a random cherry-wood stalk of a Turkish tobacco-pIpe, 
thought of any value which has been dropped apparently converted very happily into a palette 
along any, even obscure, path of mental activity, I guard. A swarthy complexion and profusion of 
-in any age or country, that his diligence has not black hair, tufted in a wild but not ungraceful 
<recovered, his sagacity appreciated, and his I manner, together with a pair of large sparkling 
judgment husbanded in the stores of his know- eyes looking out from under strong shaggy brows 
ledge." full of vivacious and ardent expressiveness, were 
The lectures of Sir William Hamilton, apart from scarcely less speaking witnesses of the life of 
their very great intrinsic merit, possess a high romantic and roaming adventure I was told this 
.academical and historic interest. :From 1836 to fine artist had led." In spite of his bad health, 
I856-twenty consecutive years-his courses of which (to quote "Peter's Letters") "was indeed 
Logic and Metaphysics were the means by which but too evident, his manners seemed to be full of 
this great, good, and amiable man sought to imbue a light and playful sportiveness, which is by no 
'with his philosophical opinions the young men means common among the people of our nation, 
who assembled in considerable numbers from his and still less among the people of Scotland; 
lJative country, from England. and elsewhere; "and and this again was every now and then exchanged 
while by these prelections," says his editor in for a depth of enthuc;iastic earnestness still more 
18 7 0 , "the author supplemented, developed, and evidently derived from a sojourn among men 
moulded the National Philosophy-leaving thereon whose blood flows through their veins with a heat 
the ineffaceable impress of his genius and learning and rapidity to which the North is a stranger." 
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His pictures, the "Sale of Circæ;sian Captives to able lawyer and brilliant pleader. After being 
a Turkish Bashaw," purchased by the Earl of junior counsel for the Crown, he was Sheriff of 
Wemrss and March, and the "Jewish Family in Perth for ten years after 1824, and twice Solicitor- 
Poland making merry before a Wedding," were General for Scotland before 1842. From 1842 to 
among the first of his works that laid the founda- 1846 he was Lord Advocate. He was chosen 
tion of his future fame. His" Murder of Arch- Dean of Faculty in November, 1843, and annually 
bishop Sharp," and other works are too well-known thereafter, till raised to the bench as a Lord of 
to be referred to here; but the "Battle of Session and Justiciary in 185 I, by the terri- 
.Bannockburn," the unfinished work of his old torial title of Lord Colonsay, In the following 
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TJ-IE RIGHT HON. CHARLES HOPE, CO:\I\IAXDING THE EDISBURGH VOLUNTEERS. (Aft.rKay.) 


age, has never been engraved, nor is it likely to year he was appointed Lord Justice-General and 
be so. Full of years and honour, he died on the I President of the Court, and was created a peer 
23 rd of February, 1850, aged sixty-nine, attended of Britain on retiring in 1867. He was a Deputy- 
and soothed to the last by the tenderness and Lieutenant of Edinburgh in 1854, and of Argyle- 
affection of an orphan niece. shire in 1848, and was a member of the Lower 
The house opposite, No, 73, was for some fifty House from 1843 to 1851. He died in February, 
years the residence of Duncan McNeill, advocate, 1874, when the title became extinct. 
and latterly a peer under the title of Baron Colon say. In the same street, in Nos. 24 and 25 respec- 
The son of John Mc
eill of Colonsay (one of tively, lived two other legal men of local note: 
the Hebrides, at the extremity of Islay), by the Lord Kinloch, a senator, whose name was William 
eldest daughter of Duncan McNeill of Dunmore, Penny, called to the bar in 1824 and to the 
Argyleshire, he was born in the bleak and lonely bench in 1858; and W. B. D, D. Tum- 
isle of Colonsay in 1793, and after being educated bull, advocate, and latterly of Lincoln's Inn, 
at the Universities of S1. Andrews and Edinburgh, barrister-at-law. He was called to the Bar in 
he was called to the Scottish Bar in 1816, and 1832, together with Henry Glassford Bell and 
very 'soon distinguished himself as a sound and Thomas Mackenzie, afterw,uds Solicitor-Generai. 
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A noted antiquary, he was Corr
spo1lda1lt die 
Comité Impérial des Travaux Historiques, et des 
Sociétés Savants de France, &c. He was well 
known in Edinburgh for his somewhat coarse wit, 
and as a collector of rare books, whose library in 
Great K.ing Street was reported to be the most 
valuable private one in the city, where he was 
called-but more especially among legal men- 
"Alphabet Turnbull," from the number of his 


initials. He removed to London about 1853, and 
became seriously embroiled with the authorities 
concerning certain historical documents in the 
State Paper Office, when he had his chambers 
in 3 Stone Buildings, Lincoln's Inn Fields. 
He died at London on the 22nd of April, 1863. 
in his fifty-second year; and a story went abroad 
that a box of 1\IS. papers was mysteriously buried 
with him, 


CHAPTER XXVII. 



ORTHERN NEW TOWN (concludeá). 


Admiral Fairfax-Bishop TelTot-Brigadier Hope-Sir T. 111. Brisbane-Lord Meadowban1c-Ewban1c the R.S.A,- Death of Professor Wilson- 
lIIoray Place and its District-Lord President Hope-The Last Abode of Jeffrey-Baron Hume and Lord Moncrieff-FolTes Street- 
Thomas Chalmers, D.D.-St, Colme Street-Captain Basil Hall-Ainslie Place-Dui;ald Stewan-Dean Ramsay-Great Stuart Street- 
Professor A}toun-Miss Graham of Duntroon-Lord Jerviswoode. 


IN the narrow and somewhat sombre thoroughfare 
named Northumberland Street have dwelt some 
people who were of note in their time. 
In 1810 Lady Emily Dundas, and Admiral Sir 
William George Fairfax, resided in Nos. 46 and 
53 respectively. The admiral had distinguished 
himself at the battle of Camperdown as flag-captain 
of the Venerable, under Admiral Duncan; and in 
consideration of his acknowledged bravery and 
merit on that occasion-being sent home with the 
admiral's despatches-he was made knight-ban- 
neret, with an augmentation to his coat-of-arms in 
chief, a representation of H.M.S. Vmerable en- 
gaging the I )utch admiral's ship Vr;'heid,. and to 
do justice to the memory of" departed worth," at 
his death his son was made a baronet of Great 
Britain in 1836. He had a daughter named Mary, 
who became the wife of Samuel Greig, captain and 
commissioner in the imperial Russian navy. 
No. 19 in the same street was for some years the 
residence of the Right Rev. Charles Hughes 
Terrot, D.D., elected in 1857 Primus of the Scot- 
tish Episcopal Church, and whose quaint little 
figure, with shovel-hat and knee-breeches, was long 
familiar in the streets of Edinburgh. He was born 
at Cuddalore in the East Indies in 1790. For 
some reasons, though he had not distinguished 
himself in the Cambridge Tripos list of University 
honours, his own College (Trinity College) paid 
him the highest compliment in their power, by 
electing him a Fellow on the first occasion after 
he had taken his degree of B.A. in mathematical 
honours, and subsequently proceeded to M.A. 
and D.D. He did not remain long at college, 
as he soon married anù went to Scotland, where 


he continued all his life attached to the Scottish 
Episcopal Church, as successively incumbent of 
Haddington, of St. Peter's, and finally S1. Paul's, 
York Place, Edinburgh. In 1841 he was made 
bishop of Edinburgh, on the death of Bishop 
Walker. He was author of several works on 
theology, During the latter years of his lifer 
from extreme age and infirmity, he had been 
entirely laid aside from his pastoral and episcopal 
labours; but during the period of his health and 
yigour few men were more esteemed in his pastoral 
relations as their minister, or by his brethren of 
the Episcopal Church for his acuteness and clever 
judgment in their discussions in church affairs. 
The leading features of Dr. Terrot's intellectual 
character were accuracy and precision rather than 
very extensive learning or great research. It 
was very striking sometimes after a subject had 
been discussed in a desultory and commonplace 
manner, to hear him coming down upon the 
question with a clear and cutting remark which 
put the whole matter in a new and distinct point 
of view. 
He was long a Fellow and Vice-President of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh, to which he communi- 
cated some very able and acute papers, especially 
on logical and mathematical subjects, So also in 
his moral and social relations, he was remarkable for 
his manly, fair, and honourable bearing. He had 
what might essentially be called a pure and honest 
mind. He waS devotedly attached to his own Church, 
and few knew better how to argue in favour of its, 
polity and forms of service, never varying much in 
externals; but few men were more ready to concede 
to others the liberality of judgment which he 
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c:laimed for himself. Hence it was that few men 
were more esteemed and respected by others than 
Dr. Terrot of the Episcopal Church. He died at 
'9 Carlton Street, Stockbridge, in April, 1872, in his 
.eighty-second year. 
No. 57 Northumberland Street was the resi- 
<lence of the gallant Sir John Hope (afterwards 
Lord Niddry and Earl of Hopetoun), while serving 
.as Brigadier-General, after Conmna, on the staff in 
Scotland I from 1810 till he rejoincd the Peninsular 
army and took command of the left wing at the 
battle of Nivelles. 
The northern New Town is intersected by four 
steep thoroughfares that run north and south, being 
,continuations of the corresponding streets south of 
Queen Street, and all, save in one instance, afford- 
,ing far-stretching views of the villas, woods, and 
iields that lie between them and the shore of the 
Forth, with the undulations of the Fifeshire hills 
beyond. 
Dundas and Pitt Streets form the most stately of 
these thoroughfares. From them the view south- 
wards is bounded by the distant spire of the As- 
sembly Hall, and the double towers of the Free 
'Church College, which present a singularly noble 
and striking aspect when beheld from the foot of 
the long descent of upwards of 1,300 yards, 
In Dundas Street, in 181 I, there were resident 
in Nos. 9, 26, and 31, respectively, Miss Macfarlane 
,of that ilk, Munro of Culrain, and Thomas Bris- 
bane of Brisbane and that ilk, the father of the 
eminent Lieut.-General Sir Thomas Macdougall 
Brisbane, Bart" latterly colonel of the 34th Regi- 
ment, and who distinguished himself greatly with 
the Duke of York's army in Holland, in the West 
Indies under Abercrombie, and in several general 
actions in the Peninsula, and who died after being 
,G,C.B., G.C.H" LL.D., and President of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh. 
Korth-westward of this, built on each side of the 
way which curved down towards Stockbridge, and 
where of old stood a farm with its steading, is the 
broad, spacious, and stately Royal Circus, with its 
gardens, the houses of which were finished and 
inhabited about the end of 1823. The late Lord 
Meadowbank, son of Allan Maconochie (also 
Lord Meadowbank), and the successor on the 
bench of Lord Reston in 18 I 9, had his residence 
here in No. 13. As Lord Advocate in prior years 
his duties were of a most harassing and arduous 
description. In 1817, during what was named 
"the Radical era," when the greatest political 
excitement, amounting in some instances to open 
ins,-!rrection, pre\.ailed throughout the country, 
he had to defend himself in the House of 


Commons against a chJ.rge preferred by Lord 
Archibald Hamilton, and Henry (aftenvards Lord) 
Brougham, of "oppression in the exercise of his 
duties," an accusation made in the course of a 
warm discussion on the further suspension of the 
"Habeas Corpus Act," and having reference to 
the case of a prisoner named Mackinlay, who, it 
was alleged, had been thrice put upon his defence. 
No, I I Howe Street, or a part thereof, was for 
some years the abode of an unfortunate English 
genius, John Ewbank, R.S,A., who was famous 
in his time as a marine and landscape painter. He 
was the son of Michael Ewbank of Gateshead, 
innkeeper, and was born at Darlington on the 4th 
May, 1799, and he removed to Gateshead in 
the year 1804. After being bound apprentice to 
Mr. Thomas Coulson, of Newcastle, he became a 
journeyman house-painter, He was the fellow- 
apprentice of Thomas Fenwick, the landscape 
painter. He accompanied his master to Edinburgh 
in 1816, and was encouraged by him to take 
lessons of Mr, Alexander Nasmyth, who resided in 
47, York Place, after which he devoted his time to 
the higher department of painting. He lived long 
in NO.5 Comely Bank, where many of his finest 
pictures were painted; and it is in his declension 
that we find him at I I Howe Street, in the years 
1830 and 1831. He might have attained fame, and 
acquired opulence, as he painted well and quickly 
pictures that sold rapidly, but he fell into irregular 
habits, and sank into utter obscurity, and a some- 
what untimely grave, Several of the views in this 
work have been engraved from drawings by John 
Ewbank. 
In Gloucester Place, which adjoins the Circus 
on the west, we come upon the house No.6, 
where genial Professor Wilson lived from 1826 till 
his death. In a lctter written in the preceding 
year to Mr, Finlay of Easter Hill, one of his 
friends, he says :- 
"I am building a house in Gloucester Place, a 
small street leading from the circus into Lord 
Moray's grounds. This I am doing because I am 
poor, and money yielding no interest, If Jane 
(Mrs, Wilson) is better next winter I intend to 
carry my plan into effect of taking into my house 
two or three young gentlemen. Mention this in any 
quarter. Remember me kindly to your excellent 
wife." 
Thither he removed with his family from 29 
Anne Street, but the project of having boarders 
was never put in execution, and the house became 
the centre of that cluster of home-bred authors 
whom he drew around him, and chiefly as con- 
tributors to Black7t.ood-" The Ettrick Shepherd," 
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Galt, and "Delta," with the brilliant but short- 
lived nautical novelist, Michael Scott, who penned 
"Tom Cringle's Log," and the "Cruise of the 
Midge," and oth er writers of greater note -Lockhart, 
Samuel Warren, De Quincey, Mrs. Hemans, Caroline 
Bowles, Jerrold, Dr. Maguire, and others, even 
while the" Waverley" radiance blazed elsewhere. 
In the prime of his life, at the age of thirty-four, 
he had obtained the important chair of Moral 
Philosophy, in the greatest university of his native 
country, and that post is associated with his best 
fame. In Gloucester Place his career was a 
pleasant and prosperous one, marked chiefly by 
the rich articles which flowed from his pen monthly 
(though there he lost his amiable wife, a loss which 
he felt keenly, and which cast a gloom over all his 
actions at the time), the college lectures, and the 
award at each session end, to his rival essayists, 
the retreat in summer to sylvan EIleray and its 
circle of poets, or a visit to the Burns festival in 
Ayrshire. 
The death of Mrs, Wilson affected him deeply, 
nigh to depriving him of reason, and when he 
resumed his duties next session it was with a 
solemn and crushed spirit; but when he saw the 
sympathy of his students, who worshipped him, 
he fairly broke down, and leaning his lion-like 
head upon his desk, exclaimed in a low voice, 
never forgotten by those who heard it, "Oh, gen- 
tlemen, forgive me! But since we last met I have 
been in the valley of the shadow of death! " 
He was elected first President of the Edinburgh 
Philosophical Institution at its formation, and in 
1852 he resigned the college chair, after an 
honorary pension from Government had been con- 
ferred upon him by Lord John Russell. 
Many are the personal anecdotes still remem- 
bered of the Professor in his Edinburgh circle, or 
elsewhere, from jocose colloquy with Lord Robert- 
son, to the incident of the unfortunate printer, who 
lost some editorial " copy" in his hat on the way to 
Blackwood's, and returning to Gloucester Place to 
narrate the mishap, was so crushed by 'Vilson's 
silent look as to take forthwith to his bed, so that 
his terrified wife, able to draw no explanation from 
him, went to the printing-office to ask what had 
Deen done to her husband. "I'll shake my tawny 
mane at you," was another expression which he 
often used; and, indeed, his magnificent head of 
hair looked like enough a lion's. 
After a long and severe illness John Wilson died 
at No.6 Gloucester Place, on the 3rd of April, 
1854, exactly as St. Stephen's clock struck mid- 
night. Failure of memory had been one of the 
precursors of his dissolution, which was more im- 


mediately preceded by a stroke of paralysis. He- 
had barely gained the allotted term of threescore- 
and ten. He was buried in the beautiful Dean 
Cemetery, on the 7th of April, and seldom has 
such a procession passed in the bright sunshine oi 
a spring afternoon as mat which went up Doune 
Terrace, by Moray Place and Randolph Crescent, to 
that sequestered spot, where lie a goodly company 
of Scottish men whose names will never die. On 
this day old students were there, who had come- 
from distant places to pay their last tribute" to the- 
old Professor." The coffin was borne shoulder 
high, and followed by the Scottish Academy, the 
directors of the Philosophical Institution, the high 
constables, magistrates, members of the College of 
Justice, and all the officials of the University. 
In his love of dumb animals his house at 
Gloucester Place was a rendezvous for dogs of all 
kinds. Of his own pets, "their name was legion," 
says his daughter. "I remember Bronte, Rover, 
Fury, Paris, Charlie, Fido, Tip, and Grog," Some- 
of them and a hecatomb of others, besides gallant 
game-cocks , lie in the green behind r\o. 6, Glou- 
cester Place, at the present hour. 
But a few doors distant from the house of the- 
Professor was the last Edinburgh abode, after he 
had risen to wealth and fame, and prior to his re- 
tirement to St. Andrews, of Robert Chambers-I. 
Doune Terrace-the distinguished and well-known 
historical writer, and junior partner in the great 
publishing firm of W. and R, Chambers, 
The local papers for October, 1823, announce that 
" the plan of the elegant octagon in Lord Moray's 
ground is beginning to develop itself, and at the 
west eud of Queen Street, on the north side, severa} 
noble houses (Albyn Place), are newly finished 
as to masonry." The ground to the westward' 
from the end of the Queen's Street Gardens to the 
old Queensferry Road, and the crest of the high 
rocks that overhang the deep ravine, where the 
Leith runs brawling towards the sea, a great tabular 
tract, now occupied by Moray Place, Great Stuart 
Street, Ainslie Place, and Randolph Crescent, was 
all, until 1823, open country, or verdant and beau- 
tifully wooded park, in the centre of which stood 
the Earl of Moray's seat of Drumsheugh. The- 
scenery there was charming then; in 1783 it was 
the abode of Francis, Earl of Moray, who died in 
1810 in his house of Drumsheugh. Here also 
died in 1791, Lord Doune, eldest son of the Earl 
of Moray, and M.P. for Bedwin, Wilts. 
The edificed places now upon it were erected in 
1822-3 and following years, according to plans and 
designs by Gillespie Graham; and though stately. 
have been-perhaps justly-regarded by some- 
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critic,> as "beautifully monotonous, and magnificently breeches, with a leopard-skin saddle-cloth and 
duU;" and by othels as the beau-ideal of a fashion- crooked sabre. The corps presented him with a 
able west-end quarter; but whatever may be their superb sword in 1807, He personally set an. 
intrinsic eleg:mce, they have the serious and in- example of unwearied exertion; his speeches on 
curable fault of turning their frontages inwards, and several occasions, and his correspondence with the- 
shutting out completely, save from their irregular commander-i
-chief, breathed a Scottish patriotism 
rows of back windows, the magnificent prospect not less pure than hearty in the common cause. 
O\'er the valley of the Water of Leith and away to "We did not take up arms to please any Minister 
the Forth. or set of Ministers," he declared on one occasion.. 
Moray Place, which reaches to within seventy "but to defend our native land from foreign and 
yards of the north-west quarter of Queen Street, is domestic enemies," 
a pentagon on a diameter of 325 yards, with an I After being M.P. for Dumfries, on the elevation 
ornate and central enclosed pleasure ground. It of Mr. Dundas to the peerage in 1802, he was 
displays a series of symmetrical, confronting façades, unanimously chosen a member for the city of 
adorned at regular intervals with massive, quarter- Edinburgh, and during the few years he continued 
sunk Doric columns, crowned by a bold entablature. in Parliament,acted as few Lords Advocate have ever 
No 28 , on the west side, divided afterwards, done, and notwithstanding the pressure of imperia! 
was reserved as the residence of Francis tenth matters and the threatening aspect of the times, 
Earl of Moray, who married Lucy, second daughter brought forward several measures of importance- 
of General John Scott, of Ba1comie and Bellevue. to Scotland; but his parliamentary career was 
For years the Right Hon. Charles Hop
, of rendered somewhat memorable by an accusatiol) 
Granton, Lord President of the Court of Session, of abuse of power as Lord Advocate, brought 
and his son, John Hope, Solicitor-General for against him by Mr. Whitbread, resulting in a vast 
Scotland in 1822, and afterwards Lord Justice amount of correspondence and debating in 180 3, 
Clerk in 18 4 1 , lived in Moray Place, No. 12. The circumstances are curious, as stated by the 
The former, long a distinguished senator and latter:- 
citizen, was born in 1763' His father, an eminent "Mr. Morrison, a farmer in Banffshire, had a 
London merchant, and cadet of the house of servant of the name of Garrow, who entered a 
Hopetoun, had been M.P. for ""est Lothian, volunteer corps, and attended drills contrary to his 
Charles Hope was educated at the High School, master's pleasure; and on the 13th of October 
where he attained distinction as dux of the highest last, upon the occasion of an inspection of the 
class, and from the University he passed to the company by the Marquis of Huntly, he absented 
bar in 1784, and two yeals afterwards was Judge- himself entirely from his master's work, in conse- 
Advocate of Scotland, In 1791 he was Steward quence of which he discharged him. The sen.ant 
of the Orkney and Shetland Isles, and in the filst transmitted a memorial to the Lord Advocate. 
year of the century was Lord Advocate, and as stating his case, and begging to know what 
such drew out and aided the magistrates in compensation he could by law claim from his late 
obtaining a Poor's Bill for the city, on which occa- master for the injury he had suffered. His 
sion he was presented with a piece of plate valued lordship gave it as his opinion that the memorialist 
at a hundred guineas. had no claim for wages after the time he was 
When the warlike spirit of the country became dismissed, thereby acknowledging that he had 
roused at that time by the menacing aspect of done nothing contrary to law; but he had not 
France, none was more active among the given a bare legal opinion, he had prefaced it by 
volunteer force than Charles Hope. He enrolled representing 
Ir, Morrison's act as unprincipled 
as a private in the First Edinburgh Regiment, and and oppressive, and that without proof or inquiry. 
was eventually appointed Lieut.-Colonel, and from Not satisfied with this, he next day addressed a 
1801, with the exception of one year when the letter to the Sheriff-substitute of Banffshire, attribu- 
the corps was disbanded at the Peace of Amiens, ting Mr. Morrison's conduct to disaffection and 
he continued to command till its final dissolu- dislo)'alt)'," 
tion in 1814, Kay gives us an equestrian portrait The letter referred to described Morrison's 
of him in J812, clad in the now-apparently conduct as "atrocious," and such as could only 
grotesque uniform of the corps, a swallow-tailed have arisen from a spirit of treason, adding, "it is 
red coat, faced with blue and turned up with my order to you as Sheriff-substitute of the county, 
white; brass wings, and a beaver-covered helmet- that on the first Frencl1man landing in Scotland, 
hat with a side hackle, jack boots, and white you do immediately apprehend and secure 
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:Morrison as a suspected person, and you will not' wore the robes of Lord Justice-General. He died 
liberate him without a communication with me; and was succeeded in office, in 1841, ùy the Right 
and you may inform him of these, my orders./ Hon. David Boyle of Shewalton; and his son 
.\nd further, I shall do all I can to prevent him John, who in that year had been appointed Lord 
from receiving any compensation from any part of Justice Clerk, after being Dean of Faculty, also 
his property which may either be destroyed by the died at Edinburgh in 18 5 8 . 
enemy or the King's troops to prevent it falling I N 0.24 Moray Place was the last and long the town 
into their hands." residence of Lord Jeffrey, to whom \\ e have had 
In the debate that ensued, Fox and Pitt took often to refer in his early life elsewhere. Here it 
.animated parts, and Charles Hope ably defended was, that those evening reunions (Tuesdays and 
himself, saying that had 
Ir. Whit bread made such Fridays) which brightened the evening of his life, 
.an accusation against him in Edinburgh, "there took place, "Nothing whatever now exists in 
would be 100,000 tongues ready to repel the I Edinburgh that can convey to a younger generation 
-charge, and probably several arms raised against' any impression of the charms of that circle. If 
him who made it." He described the defence- there happened to be any stranger in Edinburgh 
less state of the country, and the anomalous worth seeing you were sure to meet him there," 
.duties thrown upon the Lord Advocate since The personal appearance of the first recognised 

he Union, after which the Privy Council, Lord editor of the EdÙlburgh Rez:iew was not remarkable. 
Chancellor, and Secretary of State, were illegally I His comple:!l.ion was very swarthy; his features were 
abolished, adding that Morrison was influenced by good and intellectual in cast and e:!l.pression; his 
the Chairman of the "Society of Friends of U ni- forehead high and lips firmly set. He was very 
versal Liberty," in Portsoy, one of whose favourite I diminutive in stature-a circumstance that called 
measures was to obstruct and discourage the for- forth innumerable jokes from his friend Sydney 
Illation of volunteer corps to repel the expected Smith, who once said, "Look at my little friend 
invasion. Jeffrey; he hasn't body enough to cover his mind 
Pitt spoke eloquently in his defence, contend, decently with; his intellect is indecently exposed." 
ing that "great allowances were to be mad
 for an , On another occasion, Jeffrey having arrived unex- 
active and ardent mind placed in the situation of pectedly at Foston when Smith was trom home, 
Advocate-General." He voted for the order of the amused himself by joining the children, who were 
<lay, and against the original motion, When the riding a donkey. After a time, greatly to the de- 
House divided, 82 were for the latter, and 159 light of the youngsters, he mounted the animal, 
.against it; majority, 77. and Smith returning at the time, sang the following 
On the death of Sir David Rae of Eskgrove, in I impromptu :- 
1804, he was appointed Lord Justice Clerk, and .. Witty as Horatius Flaccus, 
<>n taking his seat addressed the Bench in a concise Great a Jacobin as Gracchus, 
.and eloquent speech, which was long one of the Short, but not as fat as Bacchus, 
traditions of the Court. During seven years that Riding- on a little Jackass!" 
he administered justice in the Criminal Court, His fondness for children was remarkable. He 
his office was conducted with ability, dignity, and was never so happy as when in their society, and 
solemnity, I was a most devoted husband and father. 
On the death of the Lord President Blair, in He was Dean of Faculty, and prior to his eleva- 
1811, Charles Hope was promoted in his place, tion to the Bench, when he came to 24 Moray 
.and when taking his seat, made a warm and pa- Place, had some time previously resided in 92 
thetic panegyric on his gifted predecessor, and George Street. Deemed generally only as a crusty 
the ability with which he filled his station for a I and uncompromising critic, he possessed great good- 
period of thirty years is still remembered in the Col- ness of heart and domestic amiability, In his 
lege of Justice. He presided, in 1820, at the special latter years, when past the psalmist-appointed term 
-commission for the trial of the high treason cases of life, he grew more than ever tender-hearted and 
in Glasgow and the West; and sixteen years after- I amiable, praised nursery songs, patronised medio- 
wards, on the death of James Duke of 
Iontrose, I crities, and wrote letters that were childish in their 
K.G., by virtue of an act of parliament, he was ap- I gentleness of expression. "It seemed to be the 
pointed Lord Justice-General of Scotland , and as I natural strain of his character let loose from some 
such, having to preside in the Justiciary Court, he stern responsibility, which made him sharp and 
\\ent back there after an absence of twenty-fi\e critical through all his former life," 
lears. At the proclamation of Queen Victoria he In their day his critical writings had a brilliant 
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reputation, but he was too much a votary of the 
regular old rhetorical style of poetry to be capable 
of appreciating the Lake school, or any others 
among his own contemporaries; and thus he was 
apt to make mistakes, draw wrong deductions as 
to a writer's future, and indulge in free-and-easy 
condemnation, 
He was passionately attached to his native city, 
Edinburgh, and was always miserable when away I 
from it, It was all 
the same through 
life - he never 
could reconcile 
himself to new 
places,new people, 
or strange habits; 
and thus it was 
that his letters, in 
age, from Oxford, 
from London, and 
America , teem 
with complaints, 
and longing for 
home. His in- 
dustry was inde- 
fatigable, and his 
general informa- 
tion of the widest 'I 
range. perfectI}' 
accurate, and al- 
ways at command. 
He died in 1850, 
in his seventy. 
seventh year, and 
was borne from I,c 
Moray Place to 
his last home In 
the cemetery at 
the Dean. 
In No, 34 lived 
the Hon. Baron 
David Hume, of the Scottish Exchequer in 1779 
.and 1780, nephew of the historian, and an eminent 
writer on the criminal jurisprudence of the country, 
.:me of the correspondents of the Mirror Club, and 
who for many years sat with Sir Walter Scott, at 
the Clerks' table in the first Division of the Court 
of Session. No. 47 was long the abode of Sir 
James Wellwood Moncreiff, Bart" of Tullibole in 
Kinross-shire, who was called to the Scottish bar 
in 1799, and was raised to the bench in 1829, 
under the title of Lord Moncreiff, and died in 
18 5 1 . 
His contemporary Baron Hume, filled various 
important situations with great ability, having been 
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successively Sheriff of Berwickshire and of \\' est 
Lothian, Professor of Scots Law in the University 
of Edinburgh, and Baron of Exchequer till the 
abolition of the Court in 1830. His great work on 
the Criminal Law of Scotland has been deemed the 
text-book of that department of jurisprudence, and 
is constantly referred to as an authority, by bench 
and bar. It was published in 2 vols. quarto in 
1799. He died at Edinburgh on the 30th August, 
1838, and left in 
the hands of the 
secretary of the 
Royal Society of 
Edinburgh a valu- 
able collection of 
1\1SS, and letters 
belonging to, or 
relating to his 
celebrated uncle, 
the historian of 
England. 
In Forres Street 
-a short and 
steep one opening 
l south from 1vIoray 
3 Place-No.3 was 
I the residence of 
the great Thomas 
Chalmers, D, D., 
I the leader of the 
ï Free Church 
movement, a large- 
hearted, patriotic, 
and devout man, 
and of whom it 
has been said, 
that he was pre- 
eminently in the 
unity of an un- 
divided life, at 
once a man of 
God, a man of science, and a man of the world. 
He was born on the 17th of March, 1780. As a 
preacher, it is asserted, that there were few whose 
eloquence was capable of producing an effect 
so strong and irresistible as his, without his ever 
having recourse to any of the arts of common 
pulpit enthusiasm. 
His language was bold and magnificent; his 
imagination fertile and distinct, gave richness to his 
style, while his arguments were supplied with a vast 
and rapid diversity of illustration, and all who ever 
heard him, still recall Thomas Chalmers with serious 
and deep-felt veneration. 
He is thus described in his earlier ycal':, and 
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long before he took the great part he diù in the Glasgow, his residence in St. Andrews, and his final 
storm of the Disruption :_ removal to Edinburgh, his visits to England, and 
"At first sight his face is a coarse one-but a the lively journal he kept of what he saw and did 
mysterious kind of meaning breathes from every while in that country. 
part of it, that such as have eyes cannot be long St. Colme Street, the adjacent continuation of 
without discovering, It is very pale, and the Albyn Place, is so named from one of the titles of 
large half-closed eyelids have a certain drooping the Moray family, a member of which was com- 
melancholy about them, which interested me very mendator of Inchcolm in the middle of the 16th 
much, I understood not why. The lips, too, are century. 
singub.rly pensive in their mode of falling down Here No, 8 was the residence of Captain Basil 
at the sides, although there is no want of richness Hall, R.N" the popular writer on several subjects. 
and vigour in their central fulness of curve. The He was the second son of Sir James Hall of Dun- 
upper lip from the nose downwards, is separated by ! glass, Bart., and Lady Helena Douglas, daughter 
a very deep line, which of Dunbar, third Earl of 
gives a sort of leonine Selkirk. 
firmness of expression to ,.. 
 , 
 He was made captain 

 
all the lower part of the in 18 1 7, but in the pre- 
face, The cheeks are 
, 
 ceding year, when in 
square and strong, in tex- ,. 
, command of the L)'ra, he 
ture like pieces of marble, 
 '"':4' ' t visited the islands on the 
with the cheek bones 
 } _ coast of Corea, which in 
very broad and pro- 
 <.
 honour of his father, his 
minent, The eyes them- 
} 
':...- '. \. friend Captain (afterwards 
selves are light in colour, .
 . Sir Murray) Maxwell, 
and have a strange, ... 
""
".: : /.:. named Sir James Hall's 
dreamv . heaviness , that _:::. ,,"
 \: -' ! ':C' 
 Grou p , . and in 1818 he 
\, 
 
 \'
 
conveys any idea than 
.:- 
 
\ ' 
 ,
> t. :.' \ ' published his \ oyage to 
that of dulness, but which " 'ì ;X\ ,. ", Corea and the Great Loo- 
contrasts in a wonderful ì
'k.,
' ,


 
 ..''''
 ",,;
 choo Island in the Sea 
manner with the dazzling 
::>- ,,
:- 
 ,_ . '\ \, '.- ':,:', ,\ 
 of Japan. In 182 4 he 
watery glare they exhibit '... "' _ 
,"
.,. 
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. published at Edinburgh 
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when expanded in their 
/
 ': I
,- _ :;:::-
 ;,"",' his experience on the 
sockets and illuminated coasts of Chili, Peru, and 
into all their flame and DR. CHALMERS IN 1821. (From 1M Porlrail by Aruire'1Jl Geddes,) Mexico, during the three 
fervour in some moment preceding years, His 
of high entranced enthusiasm. But the shape of travels in North America followed; but the work 
the forehead is perhaps the most singular part of by which he is best known-his pleasant "Frag- 
the whole \isage; and indeed it presents a mixture ments of Voyages and Travels, including Anec 
so very singular, that I should have required some dotes of Naval Life," in three volumes, he published 
little time to comprehend the meaning of it. . . . at Edinburgh in 1831, during his residence in St, 
In the forehead of Dr. Chalmers there is an arch Colme Street where some of his children were 
of imagination, carrying out the summit boldly and born, " Patchwork," a work in three volumes, he 
roundly, in a style to which the heads of very few published in England in 1841. He married Mar- 
poets present anything comparable-while over garet, daughter of Sir John Hunter, Consul-general 
this again there is a grand apex of veneration and in Spain, and died at Portsmouth in 18 44, leaving 
love, such as might have graced the bust of Plato behind him the reputation of having been a brave 
himself, and such as in living men I had ne\'er and intelligent officer, a good and benevolent man, 
beheld equalled in any but the majestic head of and a faithful friend. 
Canova. The \\ hole is edged with a few crisp Ainslie Place is an expansion of Great Stuart 
locks, which stand boldly forth and afford a fine Street, midway between Moray Place and Ran- 
relief to the death-like paleness of those massive dolph Crescent. It forms an elegant, spacious, and 
temples." symmetrical double crescent, with an ornamental 
He died on the 31st May, 1847, since when garden in the centre, and is notable for containing 
his Memoirs have been given to the world by Dr, the houses in which Dugald Stewart and Dean 
William Hanna, with his life anù labours in I Ramsay lived and died, namely, Nos. 5 and 23. 




06 


OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


[Ain,lie Place. 


I 
To the philosopher we have already referred in commendations, that the authoress and her critic 
our account of Lothian Hut, in the Horse Wynd. fell in love by a species of second-sight, before their 
In 
792 he published the firs
 vo
ume 
f the I first interview, and in,due tim
 were mad.e on:. . 
"PhIlosophy of the Human Mmd,' and m the Dugald Stewart dIed at hIs house m Amshe 
following year he read before the Royal Society of I Place, on Werlnesday, the 11th June, 1828, after a 
Edinburgh his account of the life and writings of short but painful illness , when in the seventy-fifth 
Adam Smith; and his other works are too well- year of his age, having been born in the old College 
known to need enumeration here. On the death of Edinburgh in I7 53, when his father was pro- 
of his wife, in 1787, he married Helen D'Arcy fessor of mathematics. His long life had been 
Cranstoun, daughter of the Hon. George Crans- devoted to literature and science, He had acquired 
toun, who, it is said, was his equal in intellect, if a vast amount of information, profound as it was 
superior in blood. She was the sister of the exact, and possessed the faculty of memory in a 
Countess Purgstall (the subject of Basil Hall's singular degree. As a public teacher he was 
"Schloss Hainfeldt") and of Lord Corehouse, the fluent, animated, and impressive, with great dignity 
friend of Sir Walter Scott. and grace in his manner. 
Though the least beautiful of a family in which He was buried in the Canongate churchyard. 
beauty is hereditary, she had (according to the The funeral procession proceeded as a private one 
Quarterly Rn.'ieli', No. 133) the best essence of from Ainslie Place at, three in the afternoon; but 
beauty, expression, a bright eye beaming with in- on reaching the head of the North Bridge it was 
telligence, a manner the most distinguished, yet joined by the Senatus Academicus in their gowns 
soft, feminine, and singularly winning. On her ill- (preceded by the mace bearer) two and two, the 
favoured Professor she doted with a love-match junior members in front, the Rev, Principal Baird 
devotion; to his studies and night lucubrations in the rear, together with the Lord Provost, magis- 
she sacrificed her health and rest; she was his trates and council, with their officers and regalia. 
amanuensis and corrector at a time when he was He left a widow and two children, a son and 
singularly fortunate in his pupils, who never forgot daughter, the former of whom, Lieutenant-Colonel 
the charm of her presence, the instruction they Matthew Stewart, published an able pamphlet on 
won, and the society they enjoyed, in the house of Indian affairs. His widow, who holds a high 
] )ugald Stewart. Among these were the Lords place among writers of Scottish song, survived him 
Dudley, Lansdowne, Palmerston, Kinnaird, and ten years, dying in July, 18 3 8 , 
Ashburton, In all his after-life he maintained a The Very Rev, Edward Bannerman Ramsay, 
good fellowship with them, and, in 1806, obtained LL.D. and F,R.S.E" a genial writer on several 
the sinecure office of Gazette writer for Scotland, subjects, but chiefly known for his" Reminiscences 
with ;{;600 per annum, of Scottish Life and Character," was long the occu- 
Her talent, wit, and beauty made the wife of the pant of No. 23, He was the fourth son of Sir 
Professor one of the most attractive women in the I Alexander Ramsay, Bart., of Balmaine, in Kincar- 
city. "No wonder, therefore," says the Qitarterl)', dineshire, and was a graduate of St, John's College, 
"that her saloons were the resort of all that was Cambridge. His degree of LL.D. was given him 
the best of Edinburgh, the house to which strangers by the University of Edinburgh, on the installation 
most eagerly sought introduction, In her Lord of Mr. Gladstone as Lord Rector in 1859, He 
Dudley found indeed a friend, she was to him in held English orders, and for seven years had been 
the place of a mother. His respect for her was a curate in Somersetshire. His last and most 
unbounded, and continued to the close; often successful contribution to literature was derived 
have we seen him, when she was stricken in years, from his long knowledge of Scottish character. He 
seated near her for whole evenings, clasping her was for many years Dean of the Episcopal Church 
hand in both of his. Into her faithful ear he in Scotland, and as a Churchman he always advo- 
poured his hopes and his fears, and unbosomed his cated moderate opinions, both in ritual and doc- 
inner soul; and with her he maintained a constant trine. He died on the 27th December, 18 7 2 , in 
correspondence to the last." I the seventy-ninth year of his age, 
Her marriage with the Professor came about in a In the summer of 1879 a memorial to his memory 
singular manner. 'Vhen Miss Cranstoun, she had was erected at the west end of Princes Street, 
writte
 
 poem, which was .accidentally shown by I east
\'ard of St..John's Church, where
n he so lo
g 
her cousm, the Earl of LothIan, to Dugald Stewart, officIated. It IS a cross of Shap gralllte, twenty-sIx 
then his private tutor, and unknown to fame; and feet in height, having a width of eight feet six 
he was so enraptured with it, anrl so warm in his I inches from end to end of the arms. .At the height 
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of sixteen feet there spring curves which bend I Scottish Cavaliers," a Scottish humourist of a very 
round into the arms, while between those arms and high class, William Edmondstoune Aytoun, Pro- 
the upright shaft are carried four arcs, having a: fessor of Rhetoric in the University of Edinburgh, 
diameter of six feet, I was born in 1813, of a fine old Fifeshire family, 
On each of its main faces the cross is divided and in the course of his education at one of the 
into panels, in which are inserted bronze bas-I seminaries of his native capital, he became dis- 
reliefs, worked out, like the whole design, from tinguished among his contemporaries for his powers 
drawings by R. Anderson, A.R.S.A. Those occu- of Latin and English composition, and won a prize 
pying the head and arms of the cross represent the for a poem on "Judith." In his eighteenth year 
various stages of our Lord's Passion, the Resurrec- he published a volume entitled" Poland and other 
tion and the Ascension; in another series of six, Poems," which attracted little attention; but after 
placed thus on either side of the shaft, are set forth he was called to the bar, in 1840, he became one 
the acts of charity, while the large panels in the of the standing wits of the Law Courts, yet, save 
base are filled in with sculptured ornament of the as a counsel in criminal cases, he did not acquire 
fine twelfth-century type, taken from Jedburgh forensic celebrity as an advocate. 
abbey. Five years afterwards he was presented to the 
Three senators of the College of Justice have chair of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres in the Uni- 
had their abodes in Ainslie Place-Lord Barcaple, versity, and became a leading contributor to 
raised to the bench in 1862, Lord Cowan, a judge Blackwootfs MagazÙle, in which his famous "Lays," 
of 1851, and George Cranstoun, Lord Corehouse, that have run through so many editions, first 
the brother of Mrs. Dugald Stewart, who resided appeared. Besides these, he was the author of 
in Xo. 12. This admirable judge was the son of many brilliant pieces in the" Book of Ballads," by 
the Hon, George Cranstoun of Longwarton, and Bon Gaultier, a name under which he and Sir 
:\Iiss Brisbane of that ilk. He was originally in- Theodore Martin, then a solicitor in Edinburgh, 
tended for the army, but passed as advocate in contributed to various periodicals. 
1793, and was Dean of Faculty in 1823, and I In April, If
49, he married Jane Emily Wilson, 
succeeded to the bench on the death of Lord the youngest daughter of "Christopher North," in 
Hermand, three years after, He was the author I whose class he had been as a student in his early 
of the famous Court of Session jell d' esþn"t, known I years, a delicate and pretty little woman, who pre- 
as "The Diamond Beetle Case," an amusing and deceased him, In the summer of 1853 he delivered 
not overdrawn caricature of the judicial style, man- I a series of lectures on "Poetry and Dramatic 
ners, and language, of the judges of a bygone Literature," in Willis's Rooms, to such large and 
time. fashionable audiences as London alone can pro- 
He took his judicial title from the old ruined' duce; and to his pen is ascribed the mock heroic 
castle of Corehouse, near the Clyde, where he had: tragedy of "Firmilian," designed to ridicule, as it 
built a mansion in the English style. He was an I did, the rising poets of "The Spasmodic School." 
excellent Greek scholar, and as such was a great With all his brilliance as a humourist, Aytoun was 
favourite with old Lord Monboddo, who used to 'unsuccessful as a novelist. and his epic poem 
declare that "Cranstoun was the only scholar in : "Bothwell," written in 16 Great Stuart Street, did 
all Scotland," the scholars in his opinion being all not bring him any accession of fame. 
on the south side of the Tweed. I In his latter years, few writers on the Conserva- 
He was long famed for being the beau-ideal of I tive side rendered more effective service to their 
a judge; placid and calm, he listened to even party than Professor Aytoun, whom, in 1852, Lord 
the longest debates with patience, and was an I Derby rewarded with the offices of Sheriff and 
able lawyer, especially in feudal questions, and Vice-Admiral of Orkney. 
his opinions were always received with the most I Among the many interesting people who fre- 
profound respect. quented the house of the author of "The Lays" 
Great Stuart Street leads from Ainslie Place I few were more striking than an old lady of 
into Randolph Crescent,which faces the Queensferry strong Jacobite sentiments, even m this prosaic 
Road, and has in its gardens some of the fine old age, :Miss Clementina Stirling Graham, of Duntrune, 
trees which in former times adorned the Earl of well worthy of notice here, remarkable for her 
I 
Moray's park. historical connections as for her great age, as she 
In No. 16 of the fonner street lived and died, died in her ninety-fifth year, at Duntrune, in 18 77. 
after his removal from No. I, Inverleith Terrace, the Born in the Seagate of Dundee, in 1782, she wac; 
genial and patriotic author of the "Lays of the! the daughter of Stirling of Pittendreich, Forfar- 
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shire, and of Amelia, daughter of A[exander Gra- I good humour. Her conversation, so far as I have 
ham, of Duntrune, who died in 1804, and was thus had the advantage of hearing it, is shrewd and 
the last lineal representative of Claverhouse. sensible, but noways brilliant. She dined wIth us, 
In addition to her accomplishments, she pos- went off as to the play, and returned in the charac- 
sessed wit and invention in a high degree, and was ter of an old Scottish lady. Her dress and be- 
always lively, kind, and hospitable. She had a h3.viour were admirable, and her conversation 
keen perception of the humorous, and was well I unique. I was in the secret of course, and did 
known in Edinburgh society in the palmy days of my best to keep up the ball, but she cut me out of 
Jeffrey. Gifted with great powers of mimicry, her 1 all feJ.ther. The prosing account she gave of her 
}Jersonilications at son, the antiquary, 
private parties \\
ere 
' \vho found an old 
so unique, that ring 111 a slate 
even those who " 
 quarry, was ex- 
kne\v her best \\'ere -: trenlely ludicrous, 
deceived. One of and she puzzled 
the most amusing the professor of 
of these took place .> , agriculture with a 
in 1821, at the I.". .. .," merciless account 
house of Jeffrey. ", of the succession 
He asked her to .' ,'

 of crops in the 
give a personation 
 parks around her 
of an old lady, to old mansion house. 
which she con- c""o' -a No person to 
sented, but, in ,/ whom the secret 
order to have a " ' f "' 
 was not entrusted 
little anlusement at --== t had the least guess 
his expense, she c, : I , '; , - 
. ' 
 of an impostor, 
called upon him 
 
 
 except the shrewd 
in the character of . '
 young lady pre- 
a "J ady Pitlpl," ., \J : 
 , 
 
 .", I' ",nt, whn nb",
", 
to ask his pro- 
 the hand narrowly, 
fessional opinion ,
.} and saw that i! 
upon an imaginary :
 ", -"c was plumper thar, 
law plea, which she '" " the age of the lady 
, 'V 
alleged her agent 
 ..'.' 
 seemed to warrant, 
was misconducting. 

:

;
"
 :
'""'- This lady and Miss 
On this occasion 
, k", 
: '\", Bell , of Cold- 

"

. 

 
she drove up to 
II' \, 
 stream, have this 
his house in the gift of personation 
WII LIAM EDMONSTOUNE AYTOUN. 
carnage of Lord (F,.om a Photografh hy Mess,.s, Ross and Tnon"o,, ' to a much greater 
Gillies, accompa- degree than any 
nied by a young lady as her daughter, and so I pt:rson I ever saw." Miss Graham published iu 
complete was the personification, that the acute 1829 the "Bee Preserver," translated from the 
Jeffrey did not discover till next day that he had work of M. de Gelieu, for which she recei,'ed the 
been duped! This episode created so much amuse-I medal of the Highland Society, She possessed a 
ment in Edinburgh that it found its way into large circle of friends, and never had an enemy. 
the pages of Blackwood. Sir Walter Scott, who Her friend William Edmondstoune Aytoun died 
was a spectator of Miss Graham's power of per- on the 4th August, 1865, sincerely regretted by all 
sonation, wrote thus regarding it :- who knew him, and now lies under a white marble 
"March 7. Went to my Lord Gillies to dinner, monument in the beautiful cemetery at the Dean. 
and witnessed a singuhr exhibition of personifica- Charles Baillie, Lord J erviswoode, who may well 
tion. Miss Stirling Graham, a lal1y of the family be l1eemed by association one of the last oÍ the 
from which Cla....erhouse was descended, looks like historical Lords of Session, for years was the occu- 
thirty years old, and has a face of the Scottish cast, pant of No, 14, Randolph Crescent, and i1is name 
\,ith good expression, in point of good sense and is one which awakens many sad and gentle 



Great Stuart Stre
t.J 


LORD JER VISWOODE. 


20 9 


memories. He was the second son of George Prior to this he had a long and brilliant course 
Baillie of J erviswoode, and a descendant of that in law, and in spotless honour is said t
 have been 
memorable Baillie of J erviswoode, who, according "second to none." He was called to the Bar in 
to Hume, was a man of merit and learning, a 1830, and after being Advocate Depute, Sheriff of 
cadet of the Laming.on family, and called "The Stirling, and Solicitor-General, was Lord Advocate 
Scottish Sidney," but was executed as a traitor on in 1858, and M.P, for West Lothian in the follow- 
the scaffold at Edinburgh, in 1683, having identified ing }ear, and a Lord of Session. In 1862 he 
himself with the interests of Monmouth and -\rgyle. became a Lord of Justiciary. He took a great 
Lord J erviswoode was possessed of more than interest in the fine arts, and was a trustee of the 
average intellectual gifts, and still more with Scottish Board of Manufactures; but finding his 
charms of person and manners that were not con- health failing, he quitted the bench in July, 18 74. 
fined to the female side of his house, One sister, He died in his seventy-fifth year, on the 23rd of 
the :\Iarchioness of Breadalbane, and another, Lady July, 1879, at his residence, Dryburgh House, in 
Pol warth, were both celebrated for their beauty, Ro\.burghshire, near the ruins of the beautiful 
wit, and accomplishments. On the death of their I abbey in which Scott and his race lie interred, For 
cousin, in the year 1859, his eldest brother became I the last five years of his life little had been heard of 
tenth Earl of Haddington, and then Charles, by him in the busy world, while his delicate health 
royal warrant, was raised to the rank of an earl's I and shy nature denied him the power of taking part 
brother. in public matters. 


C'H -\PTER XX\lII. 
fHE WESTER
 KEW TO\\X-HAYMARKET-DALRY-FO('XT.-\I
nRlDGE, 


:Maidand Str
et and Shand wick Place-The Albert Institute-Last Residence of Sir Walter Scott in Edinburgh Lieutenant-Genera! Dunda!l 
-:Melville Street-Patrick F. Tytler-Manor Place- St. Mary's Cathedral-The Foundation Laid-Its Size and Aspect-Opened for 
Service-The Cope..tone and Cross placed on the Spire- Ha}market Station-\\
inter Garden-Donaldson's Hospital-Castle Terrace- 
Its Churche
-Castle Barns--The U. P. lheological Hall-Union Canal-First Boat Launched-DaIry-The Chieslies-The CaledoniaI' 
Distillel")-Fountainbridge-EarI Grey Street-Profe
r G. J. BeU- The Siauglïter-houses-Bain ',\ h}t of Bainfield-North Briti
h 
India Rubber \\'orks-Scottish Vulcanite Company- TIleir .:\lanufactures. &c. -Adam Ritchie 


THE Western New Town comprises a grand 
eries fhe Eviscoval chapel of St. Thomas IS now 
of crescents, streets, anll squares, eJl.tending from compacted with the remaining houses at the east 
the line of East and West Maitland Streets and end of Rutland Street, but vresents an ornamental 
Athole Crescent northward to the New Queens- front in the Korman style immediately east of 
ferry Road, displaying in its extent and architec-ll\Iaitiand Street, and shows there a richly-carved 
ture, while including the singularly picturesque I porch, \\ith some minutely beautiful arcade work. 
ravine of the Water of Leith, a brilliance and Maitland Street and Shandwick Place, once a 
heauty well entitling it to be deemed, par excellence, I double line of front-door houses for people of good 
.. The West Enå," and was built respectively about style, are almost entirely lines of shops or other 
1822, 1850, and 1866, new buildings. In the first years of the present 
Lynedoch Place, so named from the hero of century, Lockhart of Castlehill, Hepburn of Clerk- 
Barossa, opposite Randolph Crescent, was erected ington, Napier of Dunmore, Tait of Glencross. 
in 1823, but prior to that a continuation of the line and Scott of Cauldhouse, had their residences in 
of Princes Street had been made westward towards the former; and No. 23, now a shop, was the 
the lands of Coates. This was finally effected by I abode, about the year 1818, of J, Gibson Lock- 
the erection of East and West Maitland Streets, hart, the son-in-law anrl biographer of Sir Walter 
Shandwick Place, and Coates and Athole Crescents, Scott. He died at Abbotsford in 1854, 
In the latter are some rows of stately old trees, In Shandwick Place is now the .\Ibert Institute 
I 
which only vigorous and prolonged remonstrance of the Fine Arts, erected in 1876, when properh 
pre\'ented from being wantonly cut down, in ac- to the value of 1:"25,000 was acquired for the 
cordance with the bad taste which at one time purpose, The objects of this institute are the 
prevailed in Edinburgh, where a species of war advancement of the cause of art generally, but 
was waged .lgainst all growing timber. more especially contemporary Scottish art; to 
75 



210 


OLD A
D NEW EDINBURGH. 


[lIIelville Street. 


promote the plea
ant intercourse of those who I \Valter Scott resided with his daughter during the 
practise art either professionally or privately; to I winter of 1826-7, prior to his removal to Shand, 
increase facilities for the study and observation of wick Place. 
art, and to obtain more general attention to its Melville 
treet, which runs parallel with the 
claims. latter on the north, at about two hundred yards 
The association is composed of artists, profes- distance, is a spacious thoroughiare symmetrically 
sional and amateur, and has exhibitions of paint- and beautifully edificed; and is adorned in its 
ings, sculpture, and water-colour drawings, at inter- centre, at a rectangular expansion, with a pedestrian 
vals during the year, without being antagonistic bronze statute of the second Viscount Melville, 
in any way to the Royal Scottish Academy. ably executed by Steel, on a stone pedestal; it was 
Lectures are here delivered on art, and the entire erected in 1S357' 
institute is managed by a chairman and executive This street contains houses which were occupied 
council. by two eminent divines, the Rev, David Welsh and 
In No, 6 Shandwick Place Sir Walter Scott the Rev, Andrew Thomson, already referred to in 
resided from 1828 to 1830, when he relinquished the account of St. George's parish church, In No. 
his office as clerk of session in the July of the 36, Patrick Fraser Tytler, F.R,S,E., the eminent 
latter year. This was his last permanent residence Scottish historian, resided for many years, and 
in Edinburgh, where on two future occasions, penned several of his works, He was the youngest 
however, he resided temporarily. On the 31st of I son of Alexander Fraser Tytler, Lord \Voodhouse- 
January, 1831, he came to town from Abbotsford I lee, and thus came of a race distinguished in Scot- 
for the purpose of executing his last will, and on tish literature. Patrick was called to the bar in 181 3, 
that occasion he took up his abode at the house of and six years after published, at Edinburgh, a " Life 
his bookseller, in Athole Crescent, where he re- of the Ádmirable Crichton," and in 1826 , a "Life 
\ 
sided for nine days. At that time No.6 was the of WiclifC' His able and laborious "Histol)' of 
residence of Mr. Jobson, I Scotland" first appeared in 1828, and at once wor.. 
No. I I, now a hotel, was for about twenty years him fame, for its accuracy, brilliance. and purity 
the residence of Lieutenant-General Francis Dun- I of style; but his writings did not render him in- 
das, son of the second President Dundas, and dependent, as he died, when advanced in life, in 
brother of the Lord Chief Baron Dundas. He was I r
ceipt of an honorary pension from the Civil List, 
long a colonel in the old Scots Brigade of immortal In 
Ianor Place, at the west end of Melville 
memory, in the Dutch service, and which aftef\\ards Street, lived Mrs, Grant of Laggan, the well-known 
came into the British in 1795, when his regiment was I authoress of "Letters from the Mountains," and 
numbered as the 94th of the line. In 1802-3 he was I whose house was, in her time, the resort of 
(;overnor of the Cape of Good Hope, During the select literary parties; of whom Professor Wilson 
brief peace of Amiens, in accordance with his in-I Ivas always one. She had for some time previous 
structions to evacuate the colony, he embarked his resided in the Old Kirk Brae House. In 1825 an 
troops on board the British squadron, but on the application was made on her behalf to George IY. 

ame evening, having fortunately received counter for a pension, which was signed by Scott, Jeffre}, 
urders, he re-Ianded the troops and re-captured the Mackenzie-" The Man of Feeling"-and other in- 
colony, which has e\'er since belonged to Britain, ftuential persons in Edinburgh, and in consequence 
In 1809 he was colonel of the pst Highlanders, she received an annual pension of L:IOO from the 
and ten years after was Governor of DumLarton Civil Establishment of Scotland. 
Castle. He ùied at Shandwick Place on the 4th I This, with the emoluments of her literary works. 
of January, 1824, after a long and painful illness, and liberal bequests by deceased friends, made 
"which he supported with the patience of a Christian I easy and independent her latter days, and she died 
and the fortituùe of a soldier." in Manor Place, on the 7th of November, 18 3 8 , 
At the east end of Shandwick Place is St. aged 84. 
George's Free Church, a hand50me and massive I It was not until 1868 that this street was edificed 
Palladian edifice, built for the congregation of the on its west side partially, Westward and northward 
celebrated Dr. Candlish, after a design by David 1 0f it a splendid new extension of the city spreads, 
Bryce, RS.A" seaterl for about 1,250 persons, and erected subsequently to that year, comprising pro- 
erected at a cost, including L: 1 3,600 for the site, of perty now worth nearly L: 1,000,000. 
.L'3 J ,000. This street is named from the adjacent mansion 
In No. 3 Walker Street, the short thoroughfare house of the Walkers of Coates, and is on the pro- 
between Coates Crescent and Melville Street, Sir pe: ty of the latter name, Lying immediately west- 
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, 
ward of Princes Street, this estate includes the sites' and Polmaise freestone of which the edifice is built, 
of Coates Cre6cent, Melville,Walker,Stafford Streets, In the vesica of the centre pediment is a seated 
and other thoroughfares, yielding a rental of about figure of the Saviour, supporting with the left hand 
L20,000 yearly, and representing a capital of a lamb, and with the outstretched right holding a 
L4 00 ,000, the whole of which, in 1870, was be- key. Around is the legend :- 
queathed by the late Misses Walker of Coates and 
I )rumsheugh, for the erection of a cathedral for the 
Scottish Episcopal Church, dedicated to St. 
larYI 
facing the west end of 
Ielville Street. 

liss Mary \\'alker-the last of an old Episcopa- 
lian family-died in 187 I, her sister Barbara having 
pre-deceased her. The foundation-stone was laid 
with impressive ceremony, by the Duke of Buc- 
cleuch, assisted by some 200 clergy and laymen of 
the Episcopal comm union on the 2 I st of 1\1a y, 1874; 
and when fully completed it will be the largest and 
most beautiful church that has been erected in 
Scotland, or perhaps in Great Britain since the 
Reformation, The total cost, when finished, will 
be about LI32,567. 
The architect, Sir Gilbert Scott, founded his 
design on the early Pointed style of architecture. 
The axis of this cathedral coincides with the 
centre of )'lelville Street, its site being immediately 
to the south of Coates House, the sole example of 
an old Scottish mansion surviving in the New 1'0\\ n. 
The form adopted is that of a cruciform church, the 
general effect being enhanced by the introduction 
to the central towcr of two minor, though still lofty, 
towers at the western end. The plan embraces a 
choir with north and south aisles; at the intersection 
of the transepts rises the central or rood tower, 275 
feet in height: the total length of the edifice externally 
is 278 feet 2 inches, and the breath 98 feet 6 inches. 
The choir i5 60 feet 9 inches long and 29 broaù, 
with aisles 16 feet wide, divided into two great and 
four minor bays by beautifully clustered columns, 
From the floor to the key-stones of the vaulting, 
which is all of stone, the height is 58 feet. The 
transepts, which project by one bay beyond the 
nave and choir, are 35 feet 4 inches long, by 3 0 
feet 9 inches broad, with aisles above 13 feet wide. 
This unusual proportion of breadth was given to 
the transepts to provide ample accommodation for 
congregational purposes, To the north of the north 
chancel aisle is the library, an apartment measuring 
30 feet by 19 feet. The main entrance of the church 
is from Palmerston Place, opposite what are gro- 
tesquely named Grosvenor Garùens, This elevation 
is the most imposing modem Gothic façade in Scot- 
land, severe in its purity, and rich in elaboration. 
The most important features here are the portal and 
great west window, The shafts and flanking arches 
of the former are of red granite, from Shap in West- 
moreland, harmonising well with the fine Dunmore 


.. EGO SUM OSTIUM; PER ME SI QUIS INTROIERIT 
SALVABITUR." 


In the spandrils are figures of St. Peter and 
John the Baptist. Below this grouping are ranged 
along the door lintel angels bearing a scroll in- 
scribed- 


.. TU ES CHRISTUS FILIUS DEl." 


The side elevations of the nave present the 
usual features of the early Pointed style, the walls 
of the aisle being substantially buttressed, dividing 
the length into five bays, in each of which is a 
doubl
 window. Above the clerestory nms a bold 
cornice, and from the wall head there springs a high 
pitched roof. In the gable of the south transept is 
another portal, the mouldings of which are exquisitely 
carved. The window consists of three lancets sepa- 
rated by massively clustered buttress shafts. Above 
it is a rose window 24 feet in diameter, filled 
in with geometrical tracery. Above it are five 
pointed niches, containing statues of St. Paul and 
St. Luke, Titus, Silas, and Timotheus. 
Though treated in a somewhat similar manner, 
the gable of the north transept has some features 
peculiarly its own. The wheel window, 24 feet 
in diameter, is of a later period than that in the 
south gable. Over it is a statue of David. As 
usual in cathedrals, the choir has been treated 
with greater elaboration of design and detail than 
the nave, especially in the triforium and clerestory. 
The gable fronting Melville Street is nearl) 
occupied by a triple lancet "indow, the apex of 
the arches being 54 feet from the ground. Abm'e 
is an arcade, the arches of which are filled by 
statues of the mother of our Lord and the fo!!r 
Evangelists. In the vesica is a figure of the 
Saviour surrounded by angels in the act of adoration, 
The four shafted and clustered pillars of the rood- 
tower, though framed to support a superincumbent 
mass of no less than 6,000 tons, are finely propor- 
tioned and even light in appearance, The tower 
rises square from the roof in beautiful proportions, 
the transition to the octagonal form taking place 
at the height of 120 feet from the foundation. 
Viewed from any point, the nave, with its long- 
drawn aisles and interlacing arches, has a peculÜnl) 
grand and impressive effect. Designed in the 
style of the twelfth century, the font stands in the 
baptistery under the south-west tower. It is 
massive, of yellowish alabaster streaked with red 
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veins, a
d is 
lac:d on a pedestal of three steps; I streets. In attendance upon the bishop were the 
the basIn, which IS supported by four red marble Lord Provost, Lord Teignmouth, and others. 
columns, shows in carved panels round its sides The senior and junior chaplains of the cathedral, 
the ark, dove, fishes, and a floriated cross. together with the clerk of works, ascended the 
The cathedral, before its completion, was opened spire to place the stone and cross in }Josition with 
for sen'ice on the 25th of ]-liluary, 1879, by the certain religious rites-from its vast height a some-- 
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Right Rev. Henry Cottenll, Episcopal bishop of what perilous and difficult task {or these gentlemen 
Edinburgh, in presence of a great congregation to undertake. They spread the mortar, and the 
.lssembled in the nave, anò consecrated 30th copestone and cross, which were fifteen feet in 
October, 1879. height and about a ton in weight, were lowered 
On the 9th of June, 1879, the copestone and into position by tackle; the Rev. 1\Ir. Meredith 
.inial cross of the great central spire were placed tapped them with a mallet and declared them to 
in position with befitting ceremony. in presence have been duly laid "in the name of the Blessed 
of a va5t assemblage of ladies and gentlemen in Trinity." The company aloft then joined in the 
the cathedral 
rounds, and even i.1 the adjacent' doxology. 
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A shot fired from the belfry apprised the multi- 
tude far down below of the close of the ceremony, 
and immediately the choir, along with other officials 
01 the church in surplices stationed in the garden, 
sung the hymn" Praise }e the Lord, ye Hea\ens 


II, 
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 /I
 I 


in the nave and clerestory bear the arms oi many 
ancient Scottish families, 
Away to the westward of the quarter we hav{' 
described, at the delta of the old Glasgow and 
DaIry roarls, where for several generations stooc1. 
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adore Him," after which the people were addressed 
hy the Lord Provost. 
Sir Gilbert Scott did not live to see the comple- 
tion of this cathedral, which is one of the many 
J lsting monuments of hi5 skill as an architect. 
_\mong the gifts to the cathedral arc a peal of ten 
bells presented by Dean :\Iontgomery; the great 
'.vest winduw by 1\Irs. (;orllon of Cluny, as a 
memorial of her c\ecea5ed hllS],.llld; the window
 


a solitary roadside inn-where regiments coming- 
from Glasgow by wings upon the two roads, formed 
a junction and halterl, while the officers had break- 
fast or dinner before pushing on to the Castle by 
the Lang] )ykes and latterly by Princes Street and 
the Earthern 
lound-is the Haymarket Railway 
Station, the first or original terminus of the Edin- 
burgh anrl Glasgow Raih\'ay, a neJ.t two-storeyed 
Italian edifice facing trans\ ersdy the line of \thole 



2q 


OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH. 


[Castle Te,.,.,.ce. 


Place, and now chiefly used as a coal depôt. ornamentations 011 all the four façades, and mucb 
Some of the merchants having coal offices here in the interior. 
are among the oldest and most extensive firms in It was specially visited and much admired by 
the city, one having been established so far back Queen Victoria in 1850, before it was quite com- 
as 17 8 4, and having now business ramifications so: pleted, and now maintains and educates poor 
ample as to require a complete system of private boys and girls. The building can accommodate 
telegraphs for the transmission of orders between I 150 children of each sex, of whom a considerable 
their various offices and coal stores throughout per centage are both deaf and dumb. According 
Edinburgh and the suburbs. to the rules of this excellent institution, those 
This station is reached from the East Princes eligible for admission are declared to be--" I. Poor 
Street Gardens by a tunnel 3,000 feet in length, children of the name of Donaldson or Marshall, if 
passing under the West Church burial ground appearing to the governors to be deserving. 2. Such 
and the founrlations of several streets, and serves poor children as shall appear to be in the most desti- 
as a port for the North British system at the West tute circumstances and the most deserving of admis- 
End. sion," None are received whose parents are able 
In its vicinity, on the north side of the way, is to support them. The children are clothed and 
a large Winter Garden at the corner between the maintained in the hospital, and are taught such 
Glasgow Road and Coates Gardens. It was useful branches of a plain education as will fit the 
formed in 187 I, and has a southern front 130 feet I boys for trades and the girls for domestic service. 
in length, with a main entrance 50 feet wide, 30 The age of admission is from seven to nine, and 
feet long, and surmounted by a dome 65 feet in that of leaving the hospital fourteen years, The 
height. I Governors are the Lord Justice-General, the Lord 
A little westward of it is West Coates Estab- Clerk Register, the Lord Advocate, the Lord Pro, 
lished Church, built in the later Pointed style, in vost, the Principal of the University, the senior 
186 9, with a tower and spire 130 feet in height. minister of the Established Church, the ministers 
It cost L7,50o, and is seated for 900 persons, of 5t, Cuthbert's and others e:\-officio. 
The United Presbyterian Churches in Palmer- The Castle Terrace, of recent erection, occupies 
ston Place (the old line of Bell's Mills Loan) and the summit of a steep green bank westward of 
DaIry Road were opened in 1875, and cost re- the fortress and overhanging a portion of the old 
spectively L 1 3,000 and L5,000. The former is I way from the West Port to St. Cuthbert's. A 
an imposing edifice in the classic Italian style, tenement at its extreme north-western corner i
 
with a hexastyle portico, carrying semicircular entirely occupied by the Staff in Scotland, Here 
headed arches and fLmked by towers 100 feet in are the offices of the Auxiliary Artillery, Adjutant- 
height. General, Royal Engineers; the m
dical stc,ff, and 
On the gentle swell of the ground, about 600 the district Commissariat. 
yards westward of the Haymarket, amid a brilliant I Southward of this stands St Mark's Chapel, 
urban landscape, stands Donaldson's Hospital, in erected in 1835, the only Unitarian place of 
magnitude and design one of the grandest edifices I worship in Edinburgh. It cost only L2,000, and 
of Edinburgh, and visible from a thousand points I is seated for 700. It ha<; an elegant interior, and 
all round the environs to the west\\"ard, north, I possesses a fine organ. Previous to 1835 its con- 
and south. 
t. sprang from a bequest of about I gregatio
 m
t in a ch
pel in Young Street. 
L2Io,ooo oTlgmally by James Oonaldson of Near It, III CambTldge Street, stands the new 
Broughton Hall, a printer, at one time at the I Gaelic Free Church, a somewhat village-like erec- 
foot of the ancient West Bow, who died in the I tion, overshadowed by the great mass of the 
year 1830. United Presbyterian Theological Hall. The latter 
It was erected between the years 1842 and 1851, was built in 1875 for the new Edinburgh or West 
after designs by W. H. Playfair, at a cost of about I Enrl Theatre, from designs by :\1r. Pilkington, an 
LIOO,OOO, and forms a hollow quadrangle of 25 8 English architect, who certainly succeeded in 
feet by 207 exteriorly, and 176 by 164 interiorly. supplying an edifice alike elegant and comfortable. 
It is a modified variety of a somewhat ornate In its first condition the auditorium measured 
Tudor stvle, and built of beautiful freestone. It 70 feet square within the walls, and the accom- 
has four octagonal five-storeyed towers, e.lch 120 , modation was as follows-pit and stalls, 1,000; 
feet in height, in the centre of the main front, dress circle and private boxes, 400; second 
and four square to\\'ers of four storeys each at the I circle, 600; gallery, 1,000 j total, 3,000. The 
corners; and m()<;t profuse, graceful, and \'aried I stage was expansive, and provided with all the 
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newest mechanical appliances, including hydraulic bridge, stands one of the most hideous features 
machinery for shifting the larger scenes. The of Edinburgh-the Canal Basin , with its sUITound- 
proscenium was 32 feet wide by 32 feet in heIght, ing stores and offices. 
with an available width behind of 74 feet, expand- In 1817 an Act of Parliament was procured, 
ing backwards to 1 q feet, giving power to a joint stock company to cut a 
The lighting was achieved by a central sunlight a canal from Edinburgh to the Forth and Clyde 
and lamps hung on the partition walls. The venti- Canal at a point about four miles before the com- 
lation was admirable, and the temperature was munication of the latter with the Forth. The canal 
regulated by steam-pipes throughout the house, was begun in the following year and completed in 
But the career of this fine edifice as a theatre 1822. T:le chief objects of it were the transmission 
was very brief, and proved how inadequate Edin- of heavy goods and the conveyance of passengers 
burgh is, frolll the peculiar tastes and wishes of I between the capital and Glasgow-a system long 
its people, to supply audiences for more than two since abandoned; the importation to the former 
or three such places of entertainment. It speedily of large coal supplies from places to the westward, 
proved a failure, and being in the market was and the exportation of manure from the city into 
purchased by the members of the United Presby-; agricultural districts, The eastern termination, 
terian Church, who converted it into a theological I called Port Hopetoun, occasioned the rapid erection 
hall, suited for an audience of 2,000 in alL of a somewhat important suburb , where before there 
The total cost of the building to the denomina- stood only a few scattered houses surrounded by 
tion, including the purchase of the theatre, amounted I fields and groves of pretty trees; but the canal, 
to L47,000. Two flats under the street floor are I though a considerable benefit to the city in pre- 
fitted up as fireproof stores, which will cover in all railway times, has drained a great deal of money 
an area of 3,500 square yards. I from its shareholders. 
In connection \\ ith this defunct theatre it was Though opened in 1822 the canal was consider- 
proposed to have a winter garden and aquarium. ably advanced in the year preceding, In the 
.'oJ'ear it the eye is arrested by a vast pile of new IIVeekly Journal for November 7, 1821, we read 
buildings, fantastic and unique in design and I that "from the present state of the works, the 
detail, the architect of which has certainly been shortening of the days, and the probability of being 
fortunate, at least, in striking out something I retarded by the weather, it seems scarcely possible 
original, if almost indescribable , in domestic arch i- that the trade of this navigation can be opened up 
tecture. sooner than the second month of spring, which 
Free St. Cuthbert's Church is in Spit tal Street, will be exactly four years from its commencement. 
which is named from Provost Sir James Spittal, 
Iuch has been done within the last few months 
.clnd is terminated by the King's Bridge at the base I on the west end of the line, while at the east end 
of the Castle Roc\.... the forming of the basin, which is now ready to 
_\ll this area of ground and that lying a little receive the water, together with the numerous 
to the westward have the general name of the bridges necessary in the first quarter of a mile. have 
Castle Barns, a designation still preserved in a I required great attention. Of the passage boats 
little street near Port Hopetoun. A map of the I building at the west end of Lochrin distillery, two 
suburbs, in 1798, shows Castle Barns to be an I of which we mentioned some time ago as being 
isolated hamlet or double row of houses on .he i in a forward state, one is now completed; she is 
Falkirk Road, distant about 250 yards from the in every respect an elegant and comfortable ,'essel, 
]ittle pavilion-roofed villa still standing at the Main I and is called the F/ora .JIac hor; the serond is 
Point. 
Iaitland alleges that somewhere there- I considerably ad\anced, and a third boat after the 
:;.Ibout an edifice was erected for the accommoda- I same model as the others is commenced building." 
tion of the royal retinue when the king resided I In the same (now defunct) periodical, for 1st 
in the Castle; and perhaps such may have been January, 1822. we learn that the It/ora, .. the first 
the case, but the name implies its having been 10f the Union Canal Company's passage boats, was 
the grange or farm attached to the fortress, and yesterday launched from the company's building 
this idea is confirmed by early maps, when a con-' yard, at the back of Gilmore Place." 
siderable portion of the ground now lying on both lOne of the best features of street architecture 
sides of the I othian Road is included under the that sprung up in this quarter after the formation 
general term. of the canal was Gardiner's Crescent. with its 
On the plateau at the head of the latter, bordered chapel, which was purchased from the Fnited 
on the south-east by the ancient way to Fountain- Secession Congregation by the Kirk Session of SI. 
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Cuthhert's, In 1831, for i>.50o, and seated for 
1,3 00 , 
The church was built in 1827, and is now named 
St. David's, the parish being qlload sacra, and dis- 
joined from St. Cuthbert's, 
The United Secession Congregation, which for- 
merly sat here, have now their place of worship, 
seated for 1,284, on the west side of the Lothi,tn 
Road. In architecture, externalIYI it is assimilated 
with the street. 
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charters granted by the Scottish kings between 
1309 and ql3 the lands of Dairy, near Edinburgh. 
are mentioned in several instances. Under Robert 
I. "the lands of Merchinstoun and Dairy" were 
granted to \\ïlliam Bisset. Cnrler David II., 
Roger Hog, burgess of Edinburgh, had "one 
annual forth of Dairy;" and there was a charter 
given Ly William l\lore, of Abercorn, to William 
Touris and Helenor Bruce, Countess of Carrick, of 
the bnds of Dairy, in the cOllnty of Edinburgh. 
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EDINBURGJl CAST1 E FROM PORT HOPFTO('N. 1825. (Afte.. E...bank.' 


\\'est\\anl of this quarter lies the old historic 
suburban district named Dairy. The quaint old 
maner hOllse of that name, which stooll so 
long em bosomed among its ancient copsewood, 
on the east side of the Dairy Road, with its 
projecting towers crowned by ogee roofs, is 
now incorpor,ned with one of the somewhat 
humble class of streets, which hereabout have 
covered the whole estate, even to Wester Dairy, 
11ear the cemetery of that name. 
Of Celtic origin, it takes its name from Dal, a 
vale, and righ, "a king," like a place of the same 
name in Cunningham, near which there is also a 
s!Jot named, like that at Holyrood, Croft an Righ, 
.. the croft of the king." In the roll of missing 


Thi
 Helenor \\as the only daughter of Alexander, 
fifth Earl of Carrick (who fell at the battle of 
Halidon Hill, in 1333). and was the wife of Sir 
William Cunningham, of Kilmaurs. 
In the sixteenth century this fertile and valuable- 
barony became the property of the Chieslies, 
wealthy burgesses of Edinburgh. 
In 1672 there was a "ratification" by Parlia- 
ment in favour of the notorious John Chieslie 
(son of Walter Chieslie of Dalr}') of the lands of 
Gorgie; and the inscription on the tomb of his 
mother in the Greyfriars is thus given in l\Ionteith's 
"Theatre of :\lortality," 1 704- 
Alemoriæ charissilllæ sllæ cOll}'uKis , Cat!larÙltP 
7Ì>d, qllæ decessit 27th JaIlUar)', 1679 JfOfllliUaz- 
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film hoc extrlli curavi/ 11larius superstés TValterus they were certainly guilty of, IS death," says Foun- 
Cliieslié de Dal1J', mercator et ci,'is .Hdillburgmsis. tainhall (Vol. I.). 
Burnet describes his father as" a noted fanatic I \\'e have related in its place how this nun, the 
at the time of the civil war." In 1675-9 there was father of the famous Rachel Chieslie, Lady Grange, 
a manufactory of paper at his mills of Da]ry, on assassinated the Lord President, Sir George Lock- 
the Water of Leith, hart of Carnwath, in 1689, for which his right 
In Apri], 1682, John Chies]ie complained to the hand was struck off, after he had been put to the 
Privy Council that Davis, Clark, and some other I torture and before his execution, and also how his 
gentlemen of the Royal Life Guards (the regiment I body was carried away and secretly buried. 
of Claverhouse) had committed "hame-sucken," About 1704 his heir, Major Chieslie, sold th<; 
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DALRV !\IAI"OR HOUSE. 


by invading him in his own house at Dairy, where I lands of Da]ry to Sir Alexander Brand, whose 
they beat and wounded him and his servants, and memory yet lingers in the names of Brandfield 
took possession of his stables, out of which they Street arid Place on the property. Afterwards the 
turned his horses. "They had a]so," records I estate belonged to the Kirkpatricks of A.llisland, 
Fountainhall, "a recrimination against him, viz" and latterly to the 'Valkers, one of whom, J ames
 
that they being come to fetch his proportion of' was a Principal Clerk of Session, whose son 
straw for their horses, conform to the late Acts of' Francis, on his marriage with the heiress of Haw- 
Parliament and Council, he with sundrr of his thornden, assumed the name of Drummond. 
sen'ants and tenants fell on them with (pitch) This once secluded property is now nearly aU 
forks, grapes, &c., and had broken their swords covered with populous streets. One portion of it, 
and wounded some of them." at the south end of the Dairy Road, is now a 
The dispute was referred to the Criminal Court, public cemetery, belonging to the Edinburgh 
by sentence of which Davis was banished Scotland, Cemetery Company, and contains se\'eral hand- 
never to return, and Clark was expelled from the some monuments. 
Guarùs, "The punishment of hame-sucken, which, The same company have established an addi- 
76 
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tional cemetery, a little to the south, beyond Ard- these various kinds of whisky have been per- 
millan Terrace, near the new Magdalene Asylum, mitted t9 lie for some time before being sent 
a lofty, spacious, and imposing edifice, recently out. 
,erected in lieu of the old one, established in 1797. Fountainbridge, a long and straggling suburb, 
Adjoining it is the Girls' House of Refuge, or once among fields and gardens, at the close of the 
'Vestern Reformatory, another noble and humane last century and the beginning of the present con- 
institution, the directors of which are the Lord tained several old.fashioned villas with pleasure- 
Provost anù magistrates of the city. grounds, and was bordered' on its northern side by 
These edifices stand near the ancient toll of a wooded residence, the Grove, which still gives a 
Tynecastle, and may be considered the termina- name to the streets in the locality. 
tion of the city as yet, in this direction. Some of the houses at its southern end, near the 
On removing an old cottage close by this toll, present Brandfield Place, were old as the time of 
in April, 1843, the remains of a human skeleton William III. In the garden of one of them an 
were found buried close to the wall. The skull antique iron helmet, now in the Antiquarian 
had been perforated by a bullet, and in the plas- Museum, was dug up in 1781. In one of them 
tered wall of the edifice a bullet was found flattened lived and dIed, in 1767, Lady Margaret Leslie, 
against the stone, third daughter of John Earl of Rothes, Lord High 
On the western side of the Dairy Road, about 
dmiral of Scotland on the accession of George I. 
500 yards from the ancient mansion house, is the In 1714. 
Caledonian Distillery, one of the most extensive A narrow alley near its northern end still bears 
in Scotland, and one of those which produce the name of the Thorneybank, i.e., a ridge 
" grain whisky," as some make malt whisky only. covered with thorns, long un ploughed and un- 
It was built in 1855, covers five acres of ground, touched. In its vicinity is Earl Grey Street, a 
and occupies a situation most convenient for name substituted for Í!s old one of Wellington 
carrying on a great trade. In every part it has I after the passing of the great Reform Bill, by order 
been constructed with all the most recent improve- of the Town Council. 
ments by its proprietors, the Messrs. Menzies, This quarter abuts on I ochrin, "the place where 
Bernard, and Co. All the principal buildings are the water from the meadows (i.e. the burgh loch) 
fi ve storeys in height, and so designed that the discharges itself," says Kincaid, but "r hinn " means 
labour of carrying the materials through the various I a flat place in Celtic in some instances; and near 
stages of manufacture is reduced to the smallest it is another place with the Celtic name of Drum- 
amount, while branch lines from the Caledonian dryan. 
and North British Railways converge in the centre I George Joseph Bell, Professor of Scottish Law 
of the works, thus affordiug the ready means of in the l'niversity of Edinburgh, was born in 
bringing in raw material and sending out products,l Fountainbridge on the 26th March, 1770. \ dis- 
The extent of the traffic here may be judged tinguished legal writer, he was author of "Com- 
from the facts that 2,000 quarters of grain and 200 mentaries on the Law of Scotland," "Principles of 
tons of coal are used every week, while the quantity I the Law," for the use of his students, and other 
of spirits sent out in the same time is 40,000 I works, and held the chair of law from 1822 to 
gallons, the duty on which is ;/;20,000, or at the I 1843, when he was si.lcceeded by 1\[r. John Shank- 
rate of ;/;1,040,000 a year. The machinery is more. 
propelled by five steam-engines, varying from 5 to I Among the leading features in this locality are 
150 horse-power, for the service of which, and I the extensive city slaughter-houses, which extend 
supplying the steam used in distillation, there are from the street eastward to I,ochrin, having a 
nine large steam boilers. plain yet handsome and massive entrance, in the 
The Caledonian distillery contains the greatest Egyptian style, adorned with great bulls' heads 
still in Scotland. In order to meet a growing carved in freestone in the coving of the entablature. 
demand for the variety of whisky kno\\n as "Irish," These were designed by Mr. David Cousin, who 
the proprietors of the Caledonian distillery, about brought to bear upon them the result of his 
I 867 fitted up two large stills of an old pattern, observations made in the most famous abattoirs of 
with which they manufacture whisky precisely I Paris, such as du Roule, de :i\lontmartre, and de ' 
similar to that which is made in Dublin. In con- I Popincourt, . 
nection with this branch of their business, stores I In 1791 there died in Edinburgh John Strachan, 
capable of containing as many as 5,000 pun- a flesh-caddie, in his 105th year. "He recollected,'- 
.cheons were adùed to their works at Dairy, and in says the Scots AfagazÙle, "the time when no 
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flesher would venture to kill any beast till all the for an India-rubber manufactory, and acquired 
different parts were bespoke, butcher meat being possession of a great quadrangular block of fine 
then a very un saleable article." I buildings, known as the Castle Silk Mills, which 
At the southern e'\tremity of Fountainbridge had long been vacanti the projectors having failed 
stood, till \\ithin the last' few years, an antique villa, in their expectations. This edifice consists of two 
a little way bad., from the road, nanled Bainfield, large blocks of five floors each, with a number of 
for years the residence of an old and well-known adjacent buildings, 
citizen, Bain \\"hyt, a \V.S. of 1789, who was senior Here the India-rubber arrives in different forms, 
lieutenant and aften\ ards adjutant of the First according to the fashion of the countries that pro- 
Edinburgh Volunteers formed in 1794, and who duce it, some shaped like quaint bottles, and some 
is still remembered in Edinburgh as the founder in balls, of five inches diameter, and it is carefully 
of the Wagering Club in 1775. Yearly, on the examined with a ,iew to the detection of foreign 
night of the 30th January, the members of thi:, substances before it is subjected to the processes 01 
club meet and solemnly drink to the memory manufacture, After being softened in hot water, 
of "Old Bain Whyt," in whose honour songs are the balls are crushed into thin pieces bet\\een 
occasionally sung, the character of which may be cylinders, the rubber being sent through and 
gathered from the following two verses of one sung through again and again, until it is thoroughly 
at the ninetieth anniversary :- crushed and assumes the form of a web. If further 
.. Come all ye jolly wagerers, and listen unto rne , reduction is necessary, it is sent through a third 
And I will sing a little song. composed in memorie set of rollers, and to rid it completely of foreign 
Of the fine old ScottIsh gentleman, who in 1775, matter, leaves or bark, &c., washing and cleansing 
Did plant the tree that still we see, right hearty and machines are employed, So adhesive is its nature, 
ali\e, . . 
that cleansing would prove abortive m a dry state, 
îhorus-Ri;;ht hearty and alive. and consequently jets of water flow constantly on 
In this its ninetieth year! 
Then drinl.. to-night, to old Bain Whyt, I the rubber and cylinders when the machines re- 
With mirth and hearty cheer! ferred to are in operation. After being thus 
.. When h:lughty Gaul did fiercely crow and threaten sword cleansed, the webs are hung in the ,,:arm atll1OS- 
in hanò, phere of the drying-room for several weeks. 
B.lÏn Whyt among the foremost rose to guard our native From thence they are taken to " the mill," which 
land; occupies two entire floors of the main building, 
A soldier good, full armed he stood, for home and I . I 
The grinding machines, to the operation of w HC 1 
country dear. 
The pattern of a loyal man, a British volunteer! the rubber is subjected, consist of two C} linders, 
Chorus-A Hñti.h volunteer , one of which is moderately heated by stearn, and 
Anò an adjutant was he! the webs formed by the washing-machines are kept 
Then fill the cup, and quaff it up, I revolvina round and round the cylinders until the 
To him with three times three!' , l O b ' I ' A h ,' I 
matena ecomes qUIte p astlc. t t IS stage, su - 
The wagers, for small sums, a bottle of wine, a phur, or other chemical substances, are incorporated 
dinner, perhaps, are made on the probable course I with it, to determinate its ultimate character, and it 
of current public events. They are then noted and I is then made up into seven or eight pound rolls, 
sealed up, to be opened and read from the chair "hile all further treatment depends upon the pur- 
that night twelvemonth-the club holding no meet- I pose to which it is to be applied. 
mgs in the interim; and the actual results are often Great is the variety of goods produced here. 
so far "ide or all human speculation as to excite l One of the upper floors is occupied by shoemakers 
both amusement and interest. alone, There boots and shoes of all sizes are 
Xorth of Rainfield, in what is still called Gilmore' made, but more especially the goloshes for wearing 
P.lrk, are two of the largest and finest manufac- over them; another floor is occupied by the makers 
tories of India-rubber in the world, and the opera, of coats, leggings, cushions, bags, and so forth. The 
tions conducted therein illustrate most ably the light-coloured coats for India are the finest articles 
nature and capabilities of caoutchouc. They stand made here, 
near each other on the western bank of the Union I The North British Rubber Company have paid 
Canal, and belong respectively to the r\orth British much attention to that department which indurles 
Rubber Company, and the Scottish Vulcanite the 
anufacture of tubes, springs, washers, driving- 
Company I belts, tires for wheels, &c, They made the latter 
In 1855 an enterprising American brought to for the wheels of the road steamer invented by 
EdinLurgh the necessary capital and machinery I l1r, R. W, Thomson, cf Edinburgh-huge rings of 
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'Vulcanised rubber-the largest pieces of the material I washing, kneading, and cleansing the rubber is 
.ever manufactured, as each tire weighed 750 Ibs. precisely similar to that used by the North Bntish 
The company employ at an average 600 work- Company. There are other departments which 
people in their establishment; but in the prepara- produce respectively combs, jewellery, and miscel- 
tion of the cloth, thread, &c., used in the manufac- laneous articles. In the comb department tIle 
ture, as many more are employed in an indirect steam cutters are so expert-rising and falling with 
way. The health and comfort of all are carefully rapidity, and fed by skilled workmen-that each 
provided for; and in no department can it be said produces some hundred dozens of combs per day. 
that the labour is heavy, while that assigned to the Besides dressing and fine co
lbs, a variety of others 
women is peculiarly well suited to them, are made, and much taste and ingenuity are ex- 
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The adjacent Scottish VuIcanite Company \Vas' pended on ladies' back combs, which are often 
fonned in 1861 by several shareholders of the mounted with metal, glass, porcelain, or caning in 
preceding establishment; but the t\\O are every vulcanite. The company was created chiefly for 
way distinct, At the commencement many diffi- the manufacture of combs, 
cuIties had to be overcome, The chief of these In Kay's work we have an interesting and quaint 
was the training of the people to a work so novel, portrait of an aged denizen of Fountainbridge in 
and the waste thereby of material; but now the the Scottish Lowland costume of his rlay, " Arlam 
original factory has had a fourfold increase, and Ritchie, born 1683; died 1789; drawn from the 
employs about 500 souls, life," This old man, who died at the age of 10Ó 
The factory consists of a large central block, years anrl two months, had follo,ved the humble 
23 0 feet long, and se..en detached buildings. The, occupation of a cow-feeder; but his life was not an 
former is four storeys in height. A remarkably uneventful one; he had been unrler arms in '715, 
beautiful engine, of 120 horse, power, erected in I .. on the side of the House of HanO\.-er, not from 
one of the most elegant of engine-rooms, supplies choice (as he said) but necessity, he having been 
the motive power, The machinery used in breaking, forced into the ranks to supply the pbce of his 



.Foumainbrige.] 


ADAM RITCHIE. 


221 


master's son." This centenarian died with" all his, The Edinburgh .11fagao;;Ùlf for 179 2 records the 
teeth fresh and complete, and made it his boast death of his brother William, in his 106th ) ear, 
that he could crack a nut with the youngest and I adding" that " he was twice married and had twenty- 
stoutest person in the parish." two children, alternately sons and daughters. 
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CHAPTER XXIX, 


WEST PORT, 


The West Port-Its Boundaries-Malefactors' Heads-The City Gates-Royal Entrances-Mary of Guise-Anne of Denma,k- Charles I. - 
General Assembly Expelled-A Witch-Jesuit Church-The Lawsons of the Highriggs-Lady Lawson', W}nd-The Tilting Grollnd- 
King"s Stables-The Vennel-Tanner's Close-Burke and Hare-Their Native Country-Their II Den:' Log's Lodgings-Their Murders 
-The l\olode or them- Trial and Sentence-Execution and Dismemberment. 


fHE ancient Burgh of Barony, called Ports burgh, I West Port, we mean to treat just now. This district 
comprehended two districts, the Easter and 'Vester, , lies wholly to the westward of\Yharton Lane and the 
\\hich are discontiguous; but it is of the latter, or I ancient Vennel, and may be described as com- 
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prehending the main street of the West Port (the that every man in the city" be reddy boddin for 
link between Fountainbridge and the Grassmarket), weir," in his best armour at " the jow of the com- 
the whole of Lauriston from the Corn-market and mon bell" for its defence if necessary, Nearly 
foot of the V ennel to the Main Point, including similar orders were issued concerning the gates in 
Portland Place on the west, and to Bruntsfield 1547, and the warders were to be well armed 
Links on the east, including Home and Leven with jack, steel helmet, and halberd or Jedwood 
5treets. axe, finding surety to be never absent from their 
In 1160 John AbbotofKelso granted to Lawrence, posts. (Ibid.) 
the son of Edmund of Edinburgh, a toft situated In 1538 Mary of Guise made her first entry by 
between the West Port and the Castle, on the left the West Port on St. Margaret's day, "with greit 
of the entrance into the city. In this little burgh trivmphe," attended by all the nobility (Diurnal of 
there were of old eight incorporated trades, deriving Occ,). There James VI. was received by "King 
their rights from John Touris of InverIeith, Solomon" on his first state entry in 1579 j and by 
Many of the houses here were roofed with thatch it Anne of Denmark entered in 1590, when she was 
in the sixteenth cen- ' received by a long Latin 
tury, and the barrier- oration, while the gar- 
.... 
gate by WhICh the whole :Æ
 >- rison in the Castle 
of the district was cut 'j "gave her thence a 
off from the city was - I,' f ,t' great volley of shot, 
.ùuilt in 1513, as a port 

...... - . (:',1 : -; with their banners and 
in the Flodden wall. j - 
, ancient displays upon 
Some gate may, how- ,[ '''1.,' the walls" (" Marriage 
ever, have existed P re- 
r I -.. ... , t 
 of J anles \TI.," Bann. 
r...:,
 ..l 
 
viously, as Balfour in J ' j' ^' II', Club), Here also in 
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"was sett ouer the West Ir.. -- 
 rl: "J...<.C!þ _II r 'j' I' Overbow by the Lady 
Port of Edinburgh j" 
 ;.. ", -:- I &
r J "Caledonia, both of 
'Þ'\' 
:II!I 
 ' fl,1 
and in 1515 the head of r L .,
: ' , ..
 - I 
I,.' ' 
 whom welcomed him 
Peter I\-1offat , " ane " , < " 
 . ,/;,,', ,': " , '1'1" ",1\1 in CO l )ious verse from 
= -' 4... " 
greit swerer and thief," .,..... 
-.-i::... -

 t 
 
 =-:. = ;;-,,':;; ,. 
. -, the pen, it is said, of 
was spiked in the same -_, _ 
 - the loyal cavalier and 
place. after the reins HIGHRIGGS HOUSE, 1854. (After a D,mving by th.e Authur) poet, Drummond of 
of government were Hawthornrlen. 
assumed by John Duke of Albany, (" Diurnal of Fifteen years before this period the Common 
Occurrents,") Council had purchased the elevated ridge of ground 
In the same year it was ordained by the magis- lying south of the West Port and Grassmarket, 
trates and council that only three of the city gates denominated the Highriggs, on a part of which 
were to be open daily, viz., "the "'est Port, Nether Heriot's Hospital was afterwards built, and the 
Bow, and the Kirk-of-Fieid-ancI na ma. And most recent extension of the city wall then too1- 
ilk port to haif twa porteris daylie quhill my place for the purpose of enclosing it. A portion of 
Lord Governoure's hame coming, [Albany was this wall still forms the boundary of the hospital 
then on the Borders, putting down Lord Home's grounds, terminating at the head of the VenneI, in 
rebellion.] And thir porteris suffer na maner of the only tower of the ancient fortifications now 
person on hors nor fute, to enter within this toune remaining, 
without the President or one of the bailies knaw In 16.J8 the superiority of the Portsburgh was 
of their cuming and gif thame licence, And the bought by the city from Sir Adam Hepburn for 
said person is to be convayit to thair lugings be one the sum of 27,500 merks Scots; and in 1661 
of the said porteris, swa that gif ony inconvenient the king's stables were likewise purchased for 
happenis, that thair hoste mycht answer for thame as L 1,000 Scots, and the admission of James Bais- 
efferis," (Burgh Records.) It was also ordained land to the freedom of Edinburgh, 
that a fourth part of the citizens should form a In 1653 the West Port witnessed a curious 
watch every night till the return of Albany, and I scene, when Lieutenant-Colonel CottereI, by order 
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-oÎ Cromwell, expelled the General Assembly from been quite isolated. It had crow stepped gables, 
Edinburgh, literally drummi1lg the members out at dormers on the roofs, and remaJkably SJl.lall 
that gate, under a guard of soldiers, after a severe windows. 
reprimand, and ordering that never more than three It was the residence of an old baronial family, 
of them should meet together. long and intimately connected with the city. 
Marion Purdy, a miserable old creature, "once "Mr. Richard Lawson," says Scott of Scotstarvet, 
a milk wife and now a beggar," in the West Port, "Justice Clerk, conquest a good estate about Edin- 
was apprehended in 1684 on a charge of witch- burgh, near the Burrow Loch, and the barony 01 
craft, for "laying frenzies and diseases on her Boighall, which his grandson, Sir William Lawson 
neighbours," says Fountainhall; but the King's of Boighall, dilapidated, and went to Holland to 
Advocate failed to bring her to the stake, and she the wars." He was Justice Clerk in the time 01 
was permitted to perish of cold and starvation in James IV., from 1491 to 1505, 
prison about the Christmas of the same year, In 1482 his name first appears in the burgh 
Five years subsequently saw the right hand of records as common clerk or recorder, when Sir 
Chieslie, the assassin of Lockhart, placed above the John Murray of Tulchad was Provost, a post which 
gate, probably on a spike; and in the street close the former obtained on the 2nd !\fay, 1492. He 
by, on the 5th September, 1695, Patrick Falconar, was a bailie of the city in the year 1501, and Pro, 
.a soldier of Lord Lindsay's regiment, was mur- vost again in 1504, \\'hether he was the Richard 
ùered by George Cumming, a writer in Edinburgh, Lawson who, according to Pitscottie, heard the 
who deliberately ran him through the body with infernal summons of Pluto at the Market Cross 
his sword, for which he was sentenced to be before the army marched to Flodden we know not, 
hanged and have his estates forfeited. From the but among those who perished on that fatal field 
Trial, it appears that Cumming was much to blame, with King James was Richard Lawson of the 
and had previously provoked the unoffending sol- Highriggs; and it was his daughter whose beauty 
dier by abusive language. (Crim, Trials,) led to the rivalry and fierce combat in Leith Loan 
The tolls collected at the West Port barrier in between Squire Meldrum of the Binns and Sir 
1690 amounted to .;[105 lIS. I
d, sterling. Lewis Stirling, in 1516, 
(Council Register.) In 1555 we find John Lawson of the Highriggs 
In the year of the Union the Quakers would complaining to the magistrates that the water of 
seem to have had a meeting-house somewhere in the burgh loch had overflowed and" drownit ane 
the West Port, as would appear from a dispute greit pairt of his land," and that he could get no 
recorded by Fountainhall-" Poor Barbara Hodge" I remedy therefor. 
against Bartholomew Gibson, the king's farrier, Lady Lawson's \"ynd, now almost entirely 
and William Millar, the hereditary gardener of' demolished, takes its name from this family, The 
Holyrood. City Improvement Trustees determined to form it 
On the south side of this ancient burgh, in an into a wide thoroughfare, running into Spittal Street. 
opening of somewhat recent formation, leading to In one of the last remaining houses there died, in 
I auriston, the Jesuits have now a very large his 95th year, in June, 1879, a naval veteran named 
church, dedicated to "The Sacred Heart," and 
1'Hardy, supposed to be the last survivor of the 
capable of holding more than 1,000 hearers, It is I actual crew of the VictOI}' at Trafalgar, He was 
in the form of a great lecture hall rather than a I on the main-deck when Nelson received his fatal 
church, and was erected in 1860, by permission wound, 
of the Catholic Bishop Gillis, in such a form, lone of the oldest houses here was the abode of 
that if ever the order was suppressed in Scot- John Lowrie, a substantial citizen, above whose 
land the edifice might be used for educational door was the legend-SoLI DEO. H.G, 1565, and a 
I 
purposes, Herein is preserved a famous image shield charged with a pot of lilies, the emblems of 
that once belonged to Holyrood, but was lately; the Virgin Mary, "John Lowrie's initials," says 
<iiscovered by E. Waterton, F.S.A., in a shop at I \Vilson, "are repeated in ornamental 'characters on 
Peterborough. the eastern crowstep, separated by what appears 
Almost opposite to it, and at the northern corner to be designed for a baker's peel, and probably 
-of the street, stood for ages the then mansion house I indicating that its owner belonged to the ancient 
of the Lawsons of the Highriggs, which was de- fraternity of Baxters." 
molished in 1877, and was undoubtedly one of the I The West Port has long been degraded by the 
<Jldest, if not the very oldest, houses in the city. I character of its inhabitants, usually Irish of the 
\Vhen built in the fifteenth century it must have I lowest class, and by the association of its name witll 
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the dreadful Irish murders in 1828; but its repute remained intact up till so recently as 1881, while 
was very different in the last century. rhus we find around the large cupola and above the chief seat 
in the Edinburgh papers for 1764, advertised as to let were panels of coats of arms of the various city 
there, "the new-built house, beautifully situated on crafts, and that also of the Portsburgh-all done in 
the high ground south of the Portsburgh, command- oil, and in perfect condition. This court-room was. 
ing an extensive prospect every way, with genteel situated in the West Port. In its last days it was 
furniture, perfectly dean, presently possessed by rented from the city chamberlain by the deacons' 
John Macdonald, Esq" of Lairgie," with chaise- I court of Dr. Chalmers' Territorial Church. Mission 
house and stabling. meetings and Sunday-schools were held in it, but 
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01 D HOUSES IN THE WEST PORT, NEAR THE HAUNTS OF BURKE AND HARE, 186'), 
(Fro1ll a D,all""'
 by Mrs.]. SÜ'lI.Iart Smith.) 



ear the Territorial Church is a door above 
which are the arms of the Cordiners of the Ports- 
burgh-a cordiner's cutting-knife crowned, within a 
circle, with the heacls of two winged cherubim, and 
the words of Psalm 133, versified :- 


the site upon which it was built was sold by 
roup for city improvements, 
In the middle of the West Port, immediately 
opposite the Chalmers Territorial Free Church 
and Schools, and running due north, is a narrow 
alley, called the Chapel Wynd, Here, at the foot 
" Behold how good a thing it is, 
And how becoming well, thereof, stood in ancient times a chapel dedicated 
Together such a. brethren are, to the Virgin Mary, some remains of which were 
In unity to dwell. visible in the time of Maitland about 17 So, Near 
16 9 6 ." it is another alley-probably an access to it- 
One of the most complete of the few rare relics named the Lacly Wynd. Between this chapel and 
of the City's old municipal institutions was the the Castle Rock there exists, in name chiefly, an 
court-room where the bailies of the ancient ancient appendage of the royal palace in the 
Portsburgh discharged their official duties. The fortress-the king's stables, "although no hoof of 
bailies' bench, seats, and other court-room fittings the royal stud has been tlwre for well-nigh three 
, 
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centuries," and the access thereto from the Castle 
must have been both inconvenient and circuitous. 
It has been supposed that the earliest buildings 
on this site had been erected in the reign of James 
IV" when the low ground to the westward was the 
scene of those magniñcent tournaments, which drew 
to that princely monarch's court the most brilliant 
chivalry in Europe, and where those combats en- 
sued of which the king was seldom an idle spectator. 
This tilting ground remained open and unen- 


appointed for triell of suche matters." Latterly 
the place bore the name of Livingstone's Yards, 
We have mentioned the acquisition by the city 
of the king's stables at the Restoration. Lord 
Fountainhall records, under date 11th March, 
1685, a reduction pursued by the Duke of Queens- 
berry, as Governor of the Castle, against Thomas 
Boreland and other possessors of these stables, as 
part of the Castle precincts and property, Boreland 
and others asserted that they held their pro pert} in 
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THE GRASSMARKET , FROM THE '''EST po".., 1825. (After Ewbank'> 


closed when :\laitland wrote , and is described by virtue of a feu granted in the reign of J ames V" 
him as a pleasant green space, ISO yards long, by but the judges decided that unless the defenders 
50 broad, adjoining the Chapel of Our Lady; but could prove a legal dissolution of the royal posses- 
this "pleasant green II is now intersected by the I sion, they must be held as the king's stables, and 
hideous Kingsbridge ; one portion is occupied by be accordingly annexed to the crown of Scotland. 
the Royal Horse Bazaar and St. Cuthbert's Free I Thomas Boceland's house, one which long figured 
Church, while the rest is made odious uy tan-pits, in every view of the Castle from the foot of Vennel 
slaughter-houses, and other dwellings of various (see Vo\. I., p. 80), has recently been pulled down. 
descriptions. It was a handsome and substantial edifice of three 
Calderwood records that in the challenge to storeys in height, including the dormer windo\\ s, 
mortal combat, in 157 I, between Sir \\"illiam crow-stepped, and having three most picturesque 
Kirkaldy of Grange, and Alexander Stewart gables in front, ,\Ïth a finely moulded door , on the 
younger of Garlies, they were to fight "upon the lintel of which were inscribed a date and legend :- 
ground, the Baresse, be-west the West Port of 
Edinburgh, the place accustomed and of old I 
77 
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.. From the date 16 75, over the main doorway, we travelling huckster, with an old horse and cart, 
may presume," says Wilson, "that this substantial .selling fish or crockery, or bartering them for old 
mansion had its full influence in directing the clothes, old iron, &c. He quarrelled with Log, 
attention of the Duke of Queensberry to this who expelled him from the low Irish lodging-house 
pendicle of the royal patrimony." The initials are he occupied in Tanner's Close; but when Log was 
supposed to be those of the proprietor, and pro- dead and buried, he returned to the close, where 
bably of his brother or wife, The houses that he assumed all the rights of a landlord over the 
adjoined it were of much greater antiquity, Their seven bed-rooms of the so-called lodging-house, as 
last reflection of royal prerogative was that of well as the privileges of a husband, though 1\Irs. 
affording sanctuary for a brief period to debtors, a Log was never called by his name, 
right of protection pertaining to the precincts of Always addicted to intoxication, the miserable 
royal residences now entirely fallen into desuetude, drawings of twopence or threepence nightly from 
though (according to Chambers's "Traditions") the wretched and obscure Irish tramps who sought 
they are affirmed to have proved available for this quarters at Log's lodgings made him more drunken 
purpose within the memory of some aged persons. and dissolute than ever, Though no pugilist, he 
Gordon's map shows a dense mass of houses in was always ready to fight, and 1\Irs. Log, also a 
the quarter where Boreland's mansion was after- drunkard, was ready to encounter him at any time; 
wards built, alII} ing westward of the Lady Wynd, thus rows, quarrels, oaths, and noise of all kinds, 
Human heads would seem to have been deemed perpetually prevailed in Tanner's Close; and such 
an essential decoration for the West Port. Foun- was the life led by this couple when Burke and 
tainhall, after notirig the execution of three I McDougal, two congenial spirits, came to live \\ith 
Covenanters in 1681, says, that in about eight days them, the former calling himself a shoemaker. 
two of their heads were stolen from the West Port. I The place which went by the name of Log's 
.. The criminal lords, to SlIPP!;' that 1l'm/t, ordained ' lodging-house was situated near the foot of 
two of their criminals' heads to be struck off, and Tanner's Close. The entry from the 'Vest Port 
to be affixed in their place," Street' to the alley begins with a descent of a few 
Overshadowed in part by the city wall, the steep, I steps, and is dark from the superincumbent mass 
narrow, and ancient Vennel terminates the Ports- I of building. On proceeding downwards you 
burgh on the south-east. I came-for the house, as an accursed place, has 
In Tanner's Close, a narrow and filthy alley on the been rased to the ground-to a small self-con- 
north side of the West Port, and in its most un- tained dwelling of one flat, containing three apart- 
savoury quarter, was the abode, or den, of those: ments, and ticketed, "Beds to Let," an invitation 
terrible Irish Thugs, William Burke and William I to the passing vagrants, so many of whom were 
Hare, whose murders-roughly stated to average I destined never to leave those fatal beds alive, 
between sixteen and thirty, for the number was "The outer apartment was large , occupied all 
never precisely known-in 1827, startled all round by those structures called beds, composed 
Europe-crimes on which a vivid light was first I of knocked-up fir stumps and covered with a few 
thro\\n by the powerful articles in the Calcdo/l/{11l I grey sheets and brown blankets, among which the 
JIerclt1')' for that year, from the pen of James: squalid wanderer sought rest, and the profligate 
Browne, LL. D, I snored out his debauch under the weight of night- 
Burke was born in the parish of Orrery, in the mare." 
county of Cork, in 179 2 ; his countryman, William I There was a small closet, the window of which 
Hare, was a native of Londonderry; both were I overlooked a dead wall and pig-stye, into which 
vagabonds from their birth, and both came to Scot- I were introduced all those who were doomed to 
land as labourers; and the former, abandoning his death. The character of the house, the incessant 
wife and family in Ireland, associated himself with I rows and "shindies," real or pretended, al\\ays 
an inf.unous woman, named McDougal, with whom I proceeding there, caused no surprise or alarm when 
he became acquainted when working on the Union I actual cries of muràer and suffering rang out upon 
Canal at Mediston. Hare was also a labourer on I the night, while the extraordinary mode in which 
the same canal, and used to work at the loading I the assassins extinguished life enabled them to 
and unloading of boats at Port Hopetoun. Here pursue their terrible traffic for the dissecting-rooms 
he become acquainted with a man named Log, ' I without exciting suspicion. 
whose widow he afterwards married, or with whom Neither Bur1..e nor Hare was a resurrectionist, 
he lived, at all events. I but their cupidity was first excited, and their dia- 
After the canal work was ended he became a I bolical trade suggested, by the sum paid to them 
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by a distinguished anatomist for the body of a poor 
old pensioner, named Donald, who died in their 
hands, a short time before his pension became due. 
Hare, who expected to be reimbursed for .;[4 owing 
to him by Donald, was exasperated by the loss, and 
filling the coffin with bark from the adjacent 
tannery, it was buried, while the corpse in a sack 
was carried alternately by Burke and Hare, through 
College Street, to Surgeon Square, and sold for 
seven pounds ten shillings, to Dr. Kno\. and his 
assistants, 
The money so easily won seemed to exert a 
magnetic influence over the terrible quaternion in 
Tanner's Close, The women foresaw that other 
lodgers might die, and hoped to flaunt in finery 
before the poor denizens of the Pùrtsburgh; and 
the steady and studied career of assassination began, 
and \\as continued, by Burke's own confession, 
from Christmas, 1827, to the end of October, 1828. 
-( lVeekl;' Joltrllal, Jan. 6th, 1829.) 
The lIlodus operalzdi was very simple: the un- 
known and obscure wayfarer was lured into the 
"lodging-house , " weary and hungry, perhaps, then 
generally well dosed with coarse raw whisky, pre- 
paratory to strangulation, glass after glass being 
readily and cordially filled in contemplation of 
the value of the future corpse, as in the case of 
one unfortunate creature named Mary Haldane. 
Then, "all is ready-the drooping head-the 
closing eye-the languid helpless body. The women 
get the hint. They knew the unseemliness of 
being spectators-nay, they were delicate! A 
repetition of a former scene, only \\ ith even less 
resistance, Hare holds again the lips, and Burke 
presses his twelve stone weight on the chest. 
Scarcely a sigh; but on a trial if dead a long 
gurgling indraught. More is not required-and 
all is still in that dark room, with the window 
looking out on the dead wall." By twelve the 
sanle night the body of l\Iary Haldane was in the 
hands of "the skilled anatomist," who made no 
inquiries; and as the supply from Log's lodgings 
increased, the value for each subject seemed to 
increase also, as the partners began to get from 
.;[12 to .;[14 for each-nearly double what they 
had recei\-ed for the body of the poor Highland 
pensIOner, 
The attempt to rehearse in detail all the crimes 
of which these people were guilty. would only weary 
and revolt the reader, Suffice it to say, that the 
discovery of the dead body of a woman, quite nude, 
and with her face covered \\ith blood , among some 
stra\\ in an occupied house of Burke and another 
Inshman named Broggan, caused the arrest of the 
four suspects. I{,He turned King's e\idence, and 


on the 2.J.th December, 1828, amid such excitement 
as Edinburgh had not witnessed for ages, William 
Burke and Helen l\IcDougal were arraigned at the 
bar of the Justiciary Court, charged \\Ïth a succes- 
sion of murders! Among these were the murder 
of a very handsome girl named Mary Paterson in 
the house of Burke's brother, Constantine Burke, a 
scavenger residing in Gibb's Close, Canongate; 
that of a well-known idiot, named James Wilson 
(" Daft J .lmie"), at the house in Tanner's Close; of 
:\1.1ry McGonegal, or Docherty, at the same place. 
These were selected for proof as sufficient in the 
indictment; but the real list was never known or 
exhausted. Among the cases was supposed to 
be that of a little Italian boy named Ludovico, 
who went about the city with white mice. Two 
little white mice were seen for long after haunting 
the dark recesses of Tanner's Close, and in Hare's 
house a cage with the mice's turning-wheel was 
actually found, Of this murder Burke was sup- 
posed to be guiltless, and that it had been a piece of 
private business done by Hare on his own account, 
The libel contained a list of a great number of 
articles of dress, &c., worn or used by the various 
victims, and among other things were Daft Jamie's 
brass snuff-box and spoon, objects which e\.cited 
much interest, as Jamie was a favourite with the 
citizens, and his body must have been recognised 
by Dr. Knox the instant he saw it on the dissectin::: 
table, The presiding judge of the court was the Lord 
Justice-Clerk Bo} Ie; the oÒers \\ ere the Lords 
Pitmilly, 
[eadowbank, and 
1'Kenzie; the pro- 
secutor was Sir William Rae, Lord Ad\ ocate, The 
counsel for Burke was the Dean of Faculty; that 
for Ì\l'Dougal the celehrated Henry Cockburn. 
The witnesses were fifty-five in number-the two 
principal being Hare and the woman Log, recei,'ed 
as evidence in the characters of socii crimÙ1is, 
'\'hen all had been e},.amined, and the cases were 
brought fatally home to Burke, while his paramour 
escaped with a verdict of "not proven," a loud 
whisper ran through the court of "Where are the 
doctors?" as it was known the names of Kno},. and 
others were placed on the back of the indictment 
as witnesses; yet they could scarcely have appeared 
but at the risk of their lives, so high was the tide 
of popular indignation against them. 
Burke was sentenced to death in the usual form, 
the Lord J ustire-Clerk expressing regret that his 
body could not be gibbeted in chains, but was to 
be publicly dissected. adding, "and I trust that if 
it is ever customary to preserve sJ..eletons yours \\ill 
be preserved, in order that posterity may keep in 
remembrance your atrocious crimes," So the 
body of Burke was sent appropriately where he 
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had sent so many others; and his skeleton now: viously he had been unaccustomed to, The fact 
hangs in the l\Iuseum of the University. The is," continues the editor of the TVeekly Journal, 
Parliament Square rang with reiterated cheers as if "that the wretch, when awake, by means of ardent 
the city held jubilee, when sentence was pronounced; spirits steeped his senses in forgetfulness, . , , At 
but the people were greatly dissatisfied with the night he had short fits of sleep, during which he 
verdict of "not proven" in the case of l\I'Dougal; raved, but his expressions were inarticulate, and 
and had Hare not effected his escape secretly by he ground his teeth in the most fearful manner." 
the mail home to Ireland, the people would in- In the morning he was removed to the Calton 
fallibly have torn him limb from limb. In prison, gaol, and secured by a chain to the massive iron 
and with death before him, Burke's thoughts were I gaud. On the 27th January he was unchained and 
ever recurring to earth, Once he was observed I conveyed to the lock-up in Liberton's Wynd, at the 
(says Alexander Leighton) to be silent and medi- heap of which the gallows was erected, He was 
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tative, and a pious attendant took it as a sign of í attended by two Catholic priests and two Presby- 
contrition; but Burke said suddenly-" I think I terian ministers, for his ideas of religion were some- 
am entitled to and ought to get that five pounds what vague and cloudy. When his heavy fetters 
from Dr. Knox, which is still unpaid, on the body were removed and they fell with a clank on the 
of the woman Docherty," floor, "So may all earthly chains fall from me !" 
"Why," replitd the astonished pietist, "Dr. he exclaimed, but went to die evidently with 
Knox lost by the transaction, as the body was the hopeless secret feeling "that he was too 
taken from him," deeply sunk in crime even to think of the infinite 
"That was not my business," said Burke; "I ' mercy of Heaven." Yet was he eager to be dead, 
delivered the subject, and he ought to have kept it." I and ascended the scaffold with his eyes half closed, 
He confessed in the lock-up house that he "had as if anxious to be beyond the roar of the 
participated in many more murders than those he I vast assemblage that thronged the great thorough- 
h:td been indicted for; and said that after his mind fare far as the eye could reach, and filled every 
was composed he would make disclosures, which window, roof, and foot of vantage ground. The deep 
would implicate several others, besides Hare and hoarse roar of voices rose into a terrible and 
his wife, in the same crimes for which he was prolonged yell, on which he threw around him a 
doomed to die. He was asked how did he feel fierce glance of desperate defiance and hatred; and 
when pursuing his horrible avocation? He replied, I again rose the prolonged yell of disgust and half- 
that in his waking moments he had no feeling, but glutted vengeance when, after hanging the usual 
that when he slept he had frightful dreams, which pre- I time, the body wa5 conveyed to the College. 
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The sight of the execution instead of allaying narrow escape from an infuriated mob, according 
the passions of the justly-excited people, inflamed to the IIéekly Joumal, "In the den of murder 
them with a desire to drag his body out and occupied by Burke," continues the paper, "several 
tear it to pieces; but a grand public exhibition objects strengthen the general persuasion that 
was arranged for the morrow, and the white, many other wretches had fallen a sacrifice under 
naked corpse, so loathed, was laid on the black the same roof. The bloody straw in the comer, a 
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BALLANTYNE'S CLOSE , GRASSMARKET , 1850, (From a DralVUIg hJ IV. CIu"",i"g,ì 


mal ble table of the theatre, and displayed to heap of bloody clo
hes on the floor, and a pile of 
thousands who streamed through the entire day, old boots and shoes, chiefly those of females, 
Burke was cut up and put in strong pickle and amounting to several dozens, for which the 
in small barrels for the dissecting-table, and part I pretended trade of a shoemaker never can account, 
of his skin was tanned. furnish ample food for suspicion! The idea 
The woman M'Dougal after the execution had suggests itself that the clothes and shoes belonged 
the daring effrontery to present herself in Tanner's to the unfortunate girls whom this monster 
Close again; but the people of the Ports burgh decoyed to his house, intoxicated, and murdered, 
rose, and she only found in the watch-house a I as he did the poor old wanderer, . . . The two 
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houses which were inhabited by this gang were 'cealed. The house of Hare is in a more retired 
well chosen for the purpose to which they were situation. The passage to it is by a dark and 
put. Burke's dwelling, in which he has only I dirty dose, in which there are no inhabitants, 
resided since June last, is at the end of a long except in the flat above. Both houses are on the 
passage, and separated from every other house ground floor," 
except one. After going through the dose from Tanner's Close still exists, but the abodes of 
the street there is a descent by a stair to the those two wretches-the most cold-blooded criminals 
passage, at the end of which is to be found this in history-are now numbered, as we have stated, 
habitation of wickedness, It consists of one apart- among the things that were, 
ment, an oblong square, at the end of which is a At the head of Liberton's Wynd three reversed 
miserable bed, under which may still be seen some stones indicate where, on this and on other occa- 
straw in which his murdered victims were con- sions, the last sentence of the law was carried out. 


CHAPTER XXX, 


THE G R ASS l\I ARK E T, 


The Grassmarket-The 'Malt or I477-1\largaret Tudor-Noted E:xecutions- U Half Hangit l\:faggie Dickson IJ-Italian .l\.fountebanks-Grey- 
Friary Founded by Jarnes I.-Henl'} VI. of England a Fugitive-The Grey Friars Port-New Corn Exchange-The White Horse IUD 
-Carriers-The Castle Wynd-First Gaelic Chapel there-Currie"s Close-The Cockpit-Story or Watt and Downie.. "THe Friends of the- 
People II _ Their Trial and Sentence- Execution of \Vatt. 


THE Grassmarket occupies that part of the I of carriers and farmers, and persons of various 
southern valley which lies between the eastern I classes connected \\ith the county horse and cattle 
portion of the Highriggs and the ridge of the Castle markets, and presents a remarkably airy, busy, and 
Hill and Street. It is a spacious and stately imposing appearance, with its infinite variety of 
rectangle, 230 yards in length, communicating at I architecture, crow-stepped gables, great chimneys, 
its south-east comer with the ancient Candlemaker turnpike stairs, old signboards, and projections of 
Rowand southern portion of the old town, and at many kinds. 
its north-east angle with the acclivitous, winding, I The assignment of this locality as the site of a 
narrow, l.nd more ancient alley, the 'Yest Bow, or weekly market dates from the year 1477, when 
that fragment of it wllich now runs into Victoria King James III. by his charter for the holding of 
Street, and the steps near the (now demolished) markets, ordained that wood and timber be sold 
Land of Weir the wizard. : "fra Dalrimpill yarde to the Grey Friars and 
The Grassmarket is darkly overhung on the , westerwart; alswa all old graith and geir to be 
north by the precipitous siùe of the Castle Espla- I vsit and sold in the Friday market before the Grey- 
nade, the new west approach, and the towering friars lyke as is usit in uthir cuntries." 
masses of Johnstone Terrace and the General I In 1503, on the marriage of Margaret of Eng- 
Assembly Hall, but on the south is the gentler land to James IV., the royal party were met at the 
\5lope, crowned by the turrets of Heriot's Hospital western entrance to the city by the whole of the 
and the heavy mass of the Greyfriars churches. ' I Greyfriars-whose monastery was on the south side 
The western end of this rectangle was long of the Grassmarket-bearing in procession their 
closed up and encroached upon by the Com most valued relics, which were presented to the 
Market, an unsightly arcaded edifice, 80 feet long royal pair to kiss; and thereafter they were stayed 
by 45 broad, with a central belfry and clock, now at an embattled barrier, erected for the occasion, 
swept away, and its eastern end, where the old at the windows of which appeared angels singing 
Corn Market is shown in Edgar's map, is deeply songs of welcome to the English bride, while one 
associated \\ ith much that is sad, terrible, and presented her with the keys of Edinburgh. 
deplorable in Scottish history, as the scene of the In 1543 we first hear of this part of the city 
fervid testimony and d) ing supplications of many having been causewayed, or paved, when the 
a martyr to "the broken covenant," in defence of Provost and Bailies employed l\1:oreis Cr.nvfurd to 
that Church, every stone of which may be said to I mend "the calsay," at 26s. 8d, per rood from the 
have been cemented by the blood of the people, Upper Bow to the West Port. 
.Kow the Grassmarket is the chief rendeZ\-ous In I5úO the magistrates removeù the Corn. 
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Market, from the comer of Marlin's Wynd (where I castle, proved of no avail, and a broadside of the 
Blair Street is now) to the east end of the Grass- day details her execution with horrible minuteness: 
market, where it continued to be held until within how the hangman did his usual office of dragging 
the last few years, down her legs, and how the body, after hanging 
It was not until about a century later that this the allotted time, was put into a coffin, the ,O()//lS 
great market place began to acquire an interest of of which were nailed firmly to the gibbet-foot. 
a gloomy and peculiar character, as the scene of After a scuffle with some surgeon-apprentices 
the public execution of many victims of religious who wished to posse
s themselves of the body, her 
intolerance, who died heroically here, and also as friends conve}ed it away by the Society Port, but 
the spot where many criminals met their doom. the jolting of the cart in which the coffin lay had 
Prior to the adoption of this place for public stirred vitality and set the blood in motion. Thus 
executions, the Castle Hill and )Iarket Cross had she was found to be alive when passing Peffermiln, 
been the spots chosen; and a sword, as in France and was completely restored at ì\Iusselburgh, where 
and elsewhere on the Continent, was used, before flocks of people came daily to see her. She had 
the introduction of the Maiden, for beheading. several chiklren after this event, and lived long as 
Thus we find that in 1564, the magistrates, because the keeper of an ale-house and as a crier of salt in 
the old beheading sword had become worn out, re- the streets of Edinburgh, (" Dom. Ann," IlL, Stat. 
ceived flOm William )[acartnay "his tua-handit Acct., Vol. XVI), 
sword, to be usit for ane heiding sword," and In the account of the Porteous 'Mob (Vol I" 
g.lVe him the sum of five pounds therefor. I pp. 128-13 r), we have referred to the executions of 
Among some of the most noted executions in the "llson and of Porteous, in 1736, in this place- 
Grassmarket were those of the fanatic ì\Iitchel in the street "crowded with rioters, crimson with 
16 7 6 , for attempting to shoot Archbishop Sharp in torchlight, spectators filling every window of the 
1668; of Sergeant John Nisbett, of Hardhill, in tall houses-the Castle standing high above the 
168 5, who had received seventeen wounds at the tumult amidst the blue midnight and the stars." 
hattle of Pentland, and fought at Drumclog, accord- It cominued to be the scene of such events tiII 
ing to the Wodrow Biographies; of Isabel Alison 1784; and in a central situation at the east end 
and 
Iarion Harvey-the latter only twenty years of of the market there remained until 1823 a massive 
age-two young women, for merely having heard block of sandstone, having in its Centre a quad- 
Donald Cargill preach, The human shambles in I rangular hole, which served as the socket of the 
this place of wailing witnessed executions of this gallows-tree; but instead of the stone there is now 
kind almost daily till the 17th of FeLTlIary, 1688, only a St. Andrew's Cross in the causeway to 
when James Relll\ick, the celebrated field preacher, indicate the exact spot. 
and the last martyr of the Covenant, was found I The last person who suffered in the Grassmarket 
guilty, on his own confession, of disowning an un- was James Andrews, hanged there on the 4th of 
covenanted king, and e:xecuted in the twenty-sixth February, 1784, for a roLbery committed in Hope 
year of his age, 
Iost of the hundred and odd Park; and the first person executed at the west end 
pious persons who suffered for the same cause in of the old city gaol, was Alexander Stewart, a youth 
Edinburgh breatherl their last prayers on this spot. I of only fifteen, who had committed many depreda- 
Hence arose the Duke of Rothes' remark, when a I tions, and at last had been comicted of breaking 
I 
covenanting prisoner proved obdurate, "Then let into the house of Captain Hugh Dalrymple, of For- 
him glorify God in the Grassmarket "-the death delI in the Potterrow, and Neidpath Castle, the seat of 
of that class of \ictirm always being accompanied the Duke of Queensberry, from which he carried off 
by much psalm-singing on the scaffold. In the time many articles of value. It was expressly mentioned 
of Charles II" Alexander Cockburn, the city hang- 'by the judge in his sentence, that he was to be 
man, having murdered a King's B1uegown, died here I hanged in the Grassmarket, "or any other place 
the death he had so often meted out to others. I the magistrates might appoint," thus indicating that 
In 1724 the same place was the scene of the a change was in contemplation; and accordingly, 
partial execution of a woman, long remembered in I the west end of the old TolLooth was fitted up for 
Edinburgh, as .. Half-hangit ì\Iaggie Dickson." She I his execution, which took place on the 20th of 
was a native of Inveresk, and was tried under April, 17 8 5, 
the Act of 1690 for concealment of pregnancy, in i In 1733 the Grassmarhet was the scene of some 
the case of a dead child; and the defence that she remarkable feats, performed by a couple of Italian 
was a married "'oman, though living apart from her mountebanhs, a father and his son. A rope being 
husband, \\ho was working in the keels at Kcw- , fi\.ed between the half-moon battery of the Castle, 
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and a place on the south side of the market, 200 I striking." These houses were not so old, however, 
feet below, the father slid down it in half a minute. as the order of the Templars, but having been built 
The son performed the same feat, blowing a trum- upon their land, and being also the heritage of the 
pet all the way, to the astonishment of a vast Hospitallers, and forming, as such, a portion of the 
crowd of spectators, barony of Drem, had affixed to them the iron 
Three days afterwards there was a repetition of cross in remembrance of certain legal titles and 
the performance, "at the desire of several people privileges which are to this day produGtive of 
of quality," when after sliding down, the father made solid benefits. 
his way up to the battery again, firing a pistol, With the Temple Close, which was entered by a 
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THE TEMPLE LANDS. GRASSMARKET. (From a Dra.vinK by C'O"K' IV. Simson,) 


beating a drum, and proclaiming that while up I narrow arch beneath them, they have been entirely 
there he could defy the whole Court of Session. swept away since 1870. 
The whole of the south side of the Grassmarket Immediately to the westward of them was one of 
had been pulled down and re-built at intervals the most modern houses in this quarter, through 
before 1879, which entered Hunter's Close, above the arch of 
Among the oldest edifices that once stood here which was inscribed ANNO DOM. MDCLXXI" and 
were unquestionably the Temple tenements and it was from the dyer's pole in front of this tene- 
the Greyfriars Monastery, In describing the execu- I ment that Porteous was hanged in 1736, " The 
tion of Porteous, which took place in front of the long range of buildings that extend beyond this," 
former, Scott says :-" The uncommon height and says 'Yilson, writing in 1847, "presents as singular 
antique appearance of these houses, some of which and varied a group of antique tenements as either 
were formerly the property of the Knights Tem- artist or antiquary could desire. Finials of curiolls 
plar and the Knights of St, John, and still exhibit and grotesque shapes surmount the crowstepped 
on their fronts and gables the iron cross of their gables, and every variety of form and elevation 
orùers. gave additional effect to a scene in itself so , diversifies the skyline of their roofs and chimneys, 
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while behind the noble pile of Heriot's Hospital 
tJwers above them, as a counterpart to the old 
Castle that rises majestically over the north side of 
the same area. Many antique features are dis- 
cernible here. Several of the older houses are 
built with bartizaned roofs and ornamental copings, 
designed to afford their inmates an unin- 
terrupted view of the magnificent pageants 
that were wont of old to defile through 
the wide area below, or of the gloomy 
tragedies that were so frequently enacted 
here bet" een the Restoration and the 
Revolution." 
Towards the south-east end of the market 
place stood the ancient monastery of Grey 
Friars, opposite where the Bow Foot \Yell, 
erected in 1681, now stands, James 1., a 
monarch, who by many salutary laws and 
the encouragement ofIearning, endea\oured 
to civilise the country, long barbarised 
by wars with England, established this 
monastery, In obedience to a requisition 
made by him to the Vicar-General of the 
Order at Cologne, a body of Franciscans 
came hither under Cornelius of Zurich, a 
scholar of great reputation, The house 
prepared for their reception proved so 
magnificent for the times, says Arnot, that 
in the spirit of humility and self-denial 
they declined to li\'e in it, and could only 
be pre\-ailed upon to do so at the earnest 
request of the Archbishop of St. .-\n- 
drews; consequently a considerable time 
must have elapsed ere they were finally 
established in the Grassmarket. There 
they taught divinity and philosophy till 
the Reformation, when their spacious and 
beautiful gardens, that extended up the 
slope towards the town wall, were bestowed 
on the citizens as a cemetery by Queen 
Mar), 
That the monastery was a sumptuous 
edifice according to the times, is proved 
by its being assigned for the temporary 
abode of the Princess Mary of Gueldres, who after Provost and burgesses of Edinburgh. As the 
her arrival at Leith in June, 1449, rolie thither on house of Lancaster never regained the English 
a pillion behind the Count de Vere, and was visited throne, the charter survives only as an acknowledg- 
by her future husband, James 11., on the following ment of Henry's gratitude. How long the latter 
day. resided in the Grassmarket does not precisely 
In 14Ú 1, after the battle of Towton, its roof I appear. Balfour states that in 146 S, Henry VI., 
afforded shelter to the luckless Henry VI. of Eng- "having lurked long under the Scotts King's wing 
land when he fled to Scotland, together with his as a privat man, resolves in a disgyssed habit to 
heroic Queen Margaret and their son Prince enter England." His future fate belongs to Eng- 
Edward. The fugitives were so hospitably enter- lish history, but his flight from Scotland evident
v 
tained by the court and citizens, that in requital wac; the result of a treaty of tmcr, in Feb., 1464- 
78 I 


thereof, Henry granted to them a charter empower- 
ing the latter to trade to any part of England, 
subject to no other duties than those payable by 
the most highly favoured natives of that country, 
in acknowledgment, as he states, of the humane 
and honourable treatment he met with from the 
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EAST EKD OF THE GRA
S"ARKET, SHO\\'II\G THE WEST BOW, 
THE GALLOWS, AND OLD CORN MARKET. 
(Fac.simil< 0/ an Etching-by 'lame Skene 'If RuMslaw.1 
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Some English writers have denied that Henry I Church, St. Giles's, St. Mary-in-the-Field, the monas- 
'was ever in Edinburgh at any time; and that teries of the Black and Grey Friars, were pillaged 
the Queen alone came, while he remained at of everything t,hey contained. Of the two latter 
Kirkcudbright. But Sir Walter Scott, in a note to I establishments the bare walls alone were left stand- 
" Marmion," records, that he had seen in possession ing. In 1560 the stones of these two edifices were 
of Lord Napier, "a grant by Henry of forty merks ordered to be used" for the bigging of dykes ;" and 
to his lordship's ancestor, John Napier (of Mer- other works connected with the Good Town; and 
-chis ton), subscribed by the King himself at in 1562 we are told that a good crop of corn 
EdÙzlJ/trgh, the 28th August, in the thirty-ninth I was sown in the Grey Friars' Yard by "Rowye 
year of his reign, which exactly corresponds with Gairdner, fleschour," so that it could not have 
the year of God, 1461." been a place for interment at that time, 
Abercrombie, in his "Martial Achievements," The Greyfriars' Port was a gate which led to 
aftl::r detailing some negociations between the an unenclosed common, skirting the north side of 
Scottish ministry of James III. (then a minor) and the Burgh Muir, and which was only included in 
Hl::nry VI., says, that after they were complete, the precincts of the city by the last extension of 
"the indefatigable Queen of England left the King, the walls in 1618, when the land, ten acres in 
her husband, at his lodgings in the Greyfriars of extent, was purchased by the city from Towers of 
Edinburgh, where his o"n inclinations to devotion I Inverleith, 
and solitude made him choQse to reside, and went In 1530 a woman named Katharine Heriot, 
"ith her, s
n into Fran
e, not 
o
 bting but that by I accused. of ,theft an
 bringing contagious sickness 
the me(hatlOn of the Kmg of SICily, her father, she from Leith mto the City, was ordered to be drowned 
should be able to purchase both men and money in the Quarry Holes at the Greyfriars' Port, In 
in that kingdom." the same year, "Janet Gowane, accused of haiffand 
That a church would naturally form a most the pestilens apone hir," was branded on both 
necessary appendage to such a foundation as this cheeks at the same place, and expelled the city, 
monastery can scarcely be doubted, and "ílson This gate was afterwards called the Society and 
sa)s that he is inclined to infer the existence of also the Bristo Port. 
one, and of a churchyard, long before Queen Among the edifices removed in the Grassmarket 
I\Iary's grant of the gardens to the city, and of this was a very quaint one, immediately westward of 
three proofs can be given at least, Heriot's Bridge , which exhibited a very perfect 
A portion of the treaty of peace between James specimen of a remarkably antique style of window, 
III. and Edward IV, included a proposal of the with folding shutters and transom of oak entire 
latter that his youngest daughter, the Princess below, and glass in the upper part set in orna- 
Cecilia, then in her fourth year, should be be- I mental patterns of lead. 
trothed to the Crown Prince of Scotland, then an N ear this is the New Corn Exchange, designed 
inf.m t of two years old, and that her dowry of by David Cousin, and erected in 1849 at the 
20,000 merks should be paid by annual instal- cost of ;/;20,000, measuring 160 feet long by 120 
ments commencing from the date of the contract. broad; it is in the Italian style, with a handsome 
On this basis a peace was concluded, the ceremony front of three storeys, and a campanile or belfry 
of its ratification being performed, along with the be- at the north end, It is fitted up with desks and 
trothal, "in the church of the Grey Friars, at stalls for the purpose of mercantile transactions, 
Edinburgh, where the Earl of Ijnd
ay and Lord I 
nd has been, from its great s,ize a
d space 
Scrope appeared as the representatives of their I mternally, the scene of many pubhc fesÌ1mls, the 
respective sovereigns." chief of which were perhaps the great Crimean 
The" Diurnal of Occurrents" records that on tilt' banquet, given there on the 3 1st of October, 1856, 
7th July, 1571, the armed craftsmen made their to the soldiers of the 34th Foot, 5th Dragoon 
musters" in the Gray Friere Kirk Yaird," and, Guards, and Royal Artillery; and that other given 
though the date of the modern church, to which we I after the close of the Indian I\Iutiny to the soldiers 
shall refer, is 1613, Birrel, in his diary, under date of the Ross-shire Buffs, which elicited a very 
26th April, 1598, refers to works in progress by I striking display of high national enthusiasm, 
" the Societie at the Gray Friar Kirke," I On the north side of the Market Place there yet 
In 1559, when the stom1 of the Reformation stands the old White Hart Inn an edifice of con- 
broke forth, the Earl of Argyle entered Edinburgh, siderable antiquity, It was a place of entertain- 
with his followers, and" the work of purification" I ment as far back perhaps as the days when the High- 
began with a vengeance, The Trinity College land drovers came to m1.rket armed with sword and 
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target, and no gentleman took the road without pistols; instruction, which was a source of regret to them- 
in his holsters, and was the chief place for carriers selves and of evil to society. 
putting up in the days when all the country traffic Hence proposals were made by Mr. William 
was conducted by their carts or waggons, In 1788 Dickson, a dyer of the city, for building a chapel 
forty-six carriers arrived wee1.ly in the Grassmarket, wherein the poor Highlanders might receive reli- 
and this number increased to ninety-six in 1810, gious instruction in their own language; the con- 
In those days the I..anark coach started from tributions of the benevolent flowed rapidly in; the 
George Cuddie's stables there, every Friday and edifice was begun in 1767 and opened in 17 6 9, 
Tuesday at 7 a.m.; the Linlithgow and Falkirk upon a piece of ground bought by the philanthropic 
flies at 4 every afternoon, "Sundays excepted;" William Dickson, who disposed of it to the Society 
and the Peebles coach from "Francis 1\1'Kay's, for the Propagation of Christian Knowledge. The- 
vintner, White Hart Inn," thrice weekly, at 9 in church cost 
70o, of which 
IOO was given by 
the morning. the Writers to the Signet. 
Some bloodshed occurred in the Castle Wynd It was soon after enlarged to hold about 1,100 
in 1577. When Morton's administration became hearers, The minister was elected by the sub- 
so odious as Regent that it was resolved to deprive scnbers, His salary was then only 
IOO per 
him of his power, his natural son, George Douglas annum, and he "as, of course, in communion with 
of Parkhead, held the Castle of which he was the Church of Scotland, when such things as the 
governor, and the magistrates resolved to cut off repentance stool and public censure did not 
all supplies from him. At 5 o'clock on the 17th become things of the past until 1780. "Since the 
:March their guards discovered two carriages of chapel was erected," says Kincaid, "the High- 
provisions for the Castle, which were seiæd at landers have been punctual in their attendance on 
the foot of the Wynd, This being seen by Park- divine worship, and have dIscovered the greatest 
head's garrison, a sally was made, and a combat sincerity in their devotions, Chiefly owing to the 
ensued, in which three citizens were killed and six bad crops for some years past in the Highlands, 
wounded, but only one soldier was slain, while six- the last peace, and the great improvements carrying 
teen others pushed the carriages up the steep slope. on in this city, the number of Highlanders has of la'e 
"The townsmen, greatly incensed by the injury," increased so much that the chapel in its present 
says Moyse, "that same night cast trenches beside situation cannot contain them. Last Martinmas, 
Peter Edgar's house for enclosing of the Castle." above 300 applied for seats who could not be 
Latterly the closes on the north side of the accommodated, and ',:ho cannot be edified in the- 
Market terminated on the rough uncultured slope English language." 
of the Castle Hill; but in the time of Gordon of The first pastor here was the Rev, Joseph 
Rothiemay a belt of pretty gardens had been there Robertson MacGregor, a native of Perthshire, who 
from the west flank of the city waU to the Castle was a licentiate of the Church of England before 
Wynd, where a massive fragment of the wall of he joined that of Scotland, "The last levies of 
145 0 remained till the formation of Johnstone the Highland regiments," says Kincaid, "were 
Terrace. On the west side of the Castle Wynd much indebted to this'house, for about a third of 
is an old house, having a door only three feet its number have, this last and preceding wars, 
three inches wide, inscribed: risqued (sic) their lives for their king and country; 
and no other church in Britain, without the aid or 
countenance of Government, contains so many 
disbanded soldiers," 
The double date probably indicated a renewal of Mr. MacGregor was known hy his mother's 
the edifice. name of Robertson, assumed in consequence of 
The first Gaelic chapel in Edinburgh stood in the proscription of his clan and name; but, on the 
the steep sloping alley named the Castle Wynd. repeal of the infamous statute against it, in 17 8 7, 
Such an edifice had long been required in the on the day it expired he attired himself in a full 
Edinburgh of those days, when such a vast number suit of the MacGregor tartan, and walked con- 
of Highlanders resorted thither as chairmen, porters, spicuously about the city. 
water-carriers, city guardsmen, soldiers of the The Celtic congregation continued to meet in 
Castle Company, servants and day-labourers, and the Castle Wynd till ISIS, when its number had 
when Irish immigration was completely unknown, I so much increased that a new church was built for 
These people in thcir ignorance of Lowland Scot- them in another quarter of the city, 
tish were long dcp1Íved of the benefit of religious, The Plainstanes Close, with J.lIllÍeson's. Beattie's) 


BLESS IT , BE. GOD, FOR. AL . HIS, GIFTIS. 
16. 1637. 10. 
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Currie's, and Dewar's Closes on the north side of 
the market, \\ere all doomed to destruction by the 
late City Improvement Act. 
In the vicinity of the first-named alley, whose 
distinctive title implied its former respectability as a 
paved close, was a tenement, dated 1634, with a 
fine antique window of oak and ornamental leaden 
tracery, and an adjacent turnpike stair has the 
5:ime date, with the common legend, " Blissit , be . 


of December, 1793, so many members of the 
memorable British Convention were seized and 
made prisoners, with several English delegates, 
when holding a political meeting for revolu- 
tionary purposes and correspondence with the 
French Republic. 
In these transactions and meetings, Robert 
\\'att, a wine merchant, and David Downie, became 
so deeply involved that they were condemned to 
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THE CORN EXCHA:'oIGE, GRASS\lARKET. 


God . for. all . his . Giftis," and the initials, I death for high treason. After the dispersion of 
"L. B. G, K." 'the British Convention in the Grassmarket, they 
In Currie's Close was an ancient door, only two became active members of a "Committee of 
feet nine inches broad, with the half-defaced Union," to collect the sense of the nation, and of 
legend: another body styled" the Committee of Ways and 
GOD . GIVES THE " . . , RES . . . . Means," of which Downie, who was a goldsmith in 
: the Parliament Close, and an office-bearer of his 
and the initials, "G, B." and" B. F." and a shield I corporation, was appointed treasurer. In unison 
-chuged with a chevron and something like a boar's with the London Convention, the" Friends of the 
head in base, I People" in Edinburgh had lost all hope of redress 
In 1763 such a diversion as cockfighting was for their alleged political wrongs by constitutional 
uttecly unknown in Edinburgh, but in twenty years I mears, and designs of a dangerous nature were 
.after, regular matches or maills, as they were tech- considered-wild schemes, of which \Vatt was the 
nically termed, were held, and a regular cockpit for active promoter. 
this school of gambling and cruelty was built in Their first attempt was to suborn the Hopetoun 
tht: Grassmarket, and there it was that, on the 12th Fencibles, then at Dalkeith, and under orders for 
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TilE GRASSMARKET. 


I. Head of Cowgate. from Grassmarket. 1825 ,afl
r Ewbank); 2
 Gras
rnarket. (rom Cowgate ; 3. The Venne]; 4. South Sine or Grassmarket,. 
18.0 (after Storer); 5, Grassmarke.. looking west (after Sto, er an-l Sheþherd). 
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England, but they failed to excite mutiny; yet a 
plan was formed by which it was expected that the 
Castle and city would both fall into the hands of 
the Friends of the People, who were secretly arming. 
The design was this :- 
" A fire was to be raised near the excise office, 
which would require the attendance of the soldiers, 
who were t<:> be met on their way by a body of the 
Friends of the People, another party of whom were 
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to Issue from the "'est Bow, confine the soldiers 
between two forces, and cut off all retreat. The 
Castle was next to be attempted, the judges and 
magistrates were to be seized, and all the public 
banks to be secured. A proclamation was then 
to be issued, ordering all farmers to bring in their 
grain to the market as usual, and enjoining all 
country gentlemen unfriendly to the cause to keep 
within their houses, or three miles of them, under 
penalty of death. Then an address was to be sent 
to his Majesty, commanding him to put an end to 
the war, to change his ministers, or take the conse- 
quences ! " Similar events were to take place in 
Dublin and London on the same night. 
Before this startling scheme could be effected, 
ar:ns of all descriptions were necessary, and a third 


committee of "Sense and l\loney" was formed to 
procure them. Two smiths, named Robert Orrock 
and William Brown, who had enrolled, received 
orders to make 4,000 pikes, some of which were 
actually completed, delivered to Watt, and paid 
for by Downie in his capacity as treasurer. 
Meanwhile the trials of Skirving, l\largarot, and 
Gerald, had taken place, for complicity to a certain 
e'\tent in the same movements; but it was not 
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until about the 15th of May, 1794, that Watt and 
Don nie were apprehended. On that day it chanced 
that two sheriff officers when searching the house 
of the fonner for the secreted goods of a bankrupt, 
found some pikes, which they conveyed to the 
sheriff's chambers. A warrant was issued to search 
the whole premises, and in the cellars a form of 
types from which the address to the troops had 
been printed, and a great quantity of pikes, "ere 
discovered, while in the house, thirty-three in 
various stages of completion were found. Hence, 
early on the morning of June 2nd, Watt, Downie, 
and Orrock, were conveyed from the old Tolbooth 
to the Castle, as State prisoners, and lodged in the 
strong apartment above the portcullis. 
True bills of indictment being found again
t 



23 8 


OLD AND NEW EDINBURGH, 


l Grassmarket. 


Watt and Downie, they were brought to trial re- from the Castle to the place of death at the end of 
spectively in August and September, and the facts the Tolbooth about two o'clock. The sheriff and 
were fully proved against them. A letter from his substitute were there, in black, with white 
Downie, treasurer of the Committee of Ways and gloves and rods. The hurdle was painted black, but 
Means, to Walter Millar, Perth, acknowledging the drawn by a snow-white horse. It was surrounded 
receipt of LIs, on which he gave a coloured by constables and 200 of the Argyle Fencible 
account of the recent riots in the theatre on the Highlanders, stepping to the " Dead 
Iarch." 
perfonnance of "Charles 1." was produced and Watt was a picture of the most abject dejection. 
identified; and Robert Orrock stated that Downie He was wrapped up in an old great-coat, and wore 
accompanied Watt to his place at the Water of Leith, a red night-cap, which, on the platform, he ex- 
where the order was given for the pikes. changed for a white one and a round hat; but his 
William Brown said that he had made fifteen of whole appearance was wretched and pitiful 111 the 
these weapons, by order of Watt, to whom he extreme, and all unlike that of a man willing to 
delivered them, receiving 22S. 6d, for the fifteen. die for conscience, or for country's sake. After 
Other evidence at great length was led, a verdict of his body had hung for thirty minutes, it was cut 
guilty was returned, and sentence of death was down lifeless and placed on a table; the execu- 
passed upon the prisoners-to have their bowels tioner then came forward with a large axe, and 
torn out, and to be hanged, drawn, and quartered. with two strokes severed from the body the head, 
The punishment of Downie was commuted to which fell into a basket, and was then held up by 
transportation; and on the royal clemency being the hair, in the ancient form, by the executioner, who 
announced to him he burst into tears, and kneel- exclaimed," This is the head of a traitor!" 
ing on the floor of the vault above the portcullis The crowd on this occasion was slow in collect- 
he exclaimed, in ecstasy, "Oh, glory be to God, ing, but became numerous at last, and showed little 
and thanks to the king! Thanks to him for his agitation when the drop fell; "but the appear- 
goodness! I will pray for him as long as I live!" ance oi the axe," says the Amllial Register, "a 
He had a wife and children, and for years had sight for which they were totally unprepared, pro- 
enjoyed the reputation of being a sober and re- duced a shock instantaneous as electricity; and 
spectable mechanic. when it was uplifted such a general shriek or shout 
Previous to his execution Watt made a full con- of horror burst forth as made the executioner delay 
fession of the aims and objects contemplated by his blow, while numbers rushed off in all direc- 
the committees and their ramifications throughout tions to avoid the sight." The remains were 
Britain. He was in his thirty-sixth year, and was next put into a coffin and conveyed away. The 
the natural son of a gentleman of fortune in Angus, handcuffs used to secure Watt while a prisoner in 
He was executed on the 15th October, 1794. The I the Castle\,ere, in 18.p, presented by l\1iss Walker 
magistrates, Principal Baird, the city guard, and of Drumsheugh to the Antiquarian Museum, where 
town officers, with their halberds, conducted him they are still preserved. 


CHAPTER XXXI. 


THE COWGA TE. 


The Cowgate-Origin and General History of the Thoroughlare- First Houses built tbere- The Vemour s Tenement- Alexander Alesse-Di, ision 
of the City In J5 1 2-" Dichting the Calsay ,. in 1518- The Co'\\-gate Port-Beggars in 1616-Gilbert Bla....hal-Names of the most Ancient 
Closes-The North Side of the Street-MacLellan's Land-Mrs, Syme-John Nimmo-Dr, Graham-The House of Sir Thomas Hope 
and Lady Mar-The Old Back Stairs-Tragic Story of Captain Cayley-Old Meal Market-RiolS in 1763-The Episcopal Chapel, now 
St. Pa
rick.s Roman Catholic Church-Trial of the Re\'. J\lr Fitz
immons. 


THE Cowgate is, and has always been, one of the' in its lines of antique houses, it passes undemeath 
most remarkable streets in the ancient city. A the over-spanning central arch of the South Bridge 
continuation of the south back of the Canongate and the more spacious one of George IV. Bridge, 
it runs along the deepest part of a very deep gorge, and, though very narrow, is not quite straight. 
into which Blair, !\iùdry, and S1. Mary's Streets, I For generations it has been the most densely 
with many other alleys, descend rapidly from the peopled and poorest district in the metropolis, the 
north and others from the south, and though high, most picturesque and squalid, and, "hen viewed 
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from the two bridges named, it seems to cower in and Chester; and in Edinburgh open piazzas and 
its gorge, a narrow and dusky river of quaint and galleries projecting from the actual ashlar or ori- 
black architecture, yet teeming with life, bustle, ginal front of the house were long the fashion-the 
and animation. Its length from where the Cow- former for the display of goods for sale, and the 
gate Port stood to the foot of the Candlemaker latter for lounging or promenading in; and here 
Row is about 800 yards. and there are still lingering in the Cowgate man- 
It is difficult to imagine the time when it was sions, past which James III. and IV. may have 
probably a narrow country way, bordered by hedge- ridden, and whose occupants buckled on their mail 
rows, skirting the base of the slope whereon lay to fight on Flodden Hill and in Pin key Cleugh, 
the churchyard of St. Giles's, ere houses began to 
len of a rank superior to any of which modern 
appear upon its line, and it acquired its name, Edinburgh can boast had their dwellings in the 
which is now proved to have been originally the Cowgate, which rapidly became a fashionable and 
Sou'gate, or South Street. aristocratic quarter, being deemed open and airy. 
One of the earliest buildings immediately adjacent An old author who \\ rote in 1530, Alexander 
to the Cowgate must have been the ancient chapel ..\lesse, and who was born in the city in 1500, tells 
of the Holyrood, which stood in the nether kirk- us that "the nobility and chief senators of the 
yard of St. Giles's till the Reformation, when the city dwell in the Cowgate-
'ia 'i'accarllm Ùl Ijlla 
materials of it were used in the construction of the habitant patricii et smatores urbis," and that "the 
Kew Tolbooth. Building here must have begun palaces of the chief men of the nation are also 
early in the 15th century. there; that none of the houses are mean or vulgar, 
In 1428 John Yernour gave a land (i.e., a tene- but, on the contrary, all are magnificent-ubi 1lihil 
ment) near the to\\ n of Edinburgh, on the south hWlllle allt rustiCll11l J sed omnia magnifica!" 
side thereof, in the street called Cowgate, to Much of the street must have sprung into exist- 
Richard Lundy, a monk of Melrose, for twenty ence before the wall of James II. \\as demolished, 
shillings yearly. He or his heirs were to have the in which the High Street alone stood; and it was 
refusal of it if it were sold. (" :Monastic Ann.," chiefly for the protection of this highly-esteemed 
Te\iotdale.) suburb that the greater wall was erected after the 
In I.go "ílliam Vernour, according to the battle of Flodden. 
same authority, granted this tenement to Richard A notarial instrument in 15 0 9 concerning a 
Lundy, then Abbot of Melrose, \\ithout reserve, for tenement belonging to Christina Lamb on the 
thirteen shillings and fourpence yearly; and in I south side near the Vennel (or \\ ynd) from the Kirk 
1493, Patrick, Abbot of Holyrood, confirmed the of Field, describes it as partly enclosed with pales 
monks of Melrose in possession of their land called of wood fixed in the earth and ha\ ing waste land 
the Holy Rood Acre between the common YenneI, adjoining it. 
and another acre which they had beside the high- In the di,ision of the city into three quarters in: 
way near the Canon gate, for six shillings and eight- 15 I 2, the first from the east side of Forester's Wynd, 
pence yearly. on both sides of the High Street, and under the 
On the 31st )lay, 1498, James IV. granted to wall to the Castle Hill, was to be held by Thomas 
Sir John Ramsay of Balmain (previously Lord ""ardlaw, The second quarter, from the Tolbooth 
Bothwell under James III.) a tenement and Stair, "qulIair ""alter Young dwellis in the north 
orchard in the Cowgate. This property is referred part of the gaitt to the Lopler Stane," to be under 
to in a charter under the Great Seal, dated I 9th tl>e said ""alter; and the third quarter from the 
October, 1488, to Robert Coh'ille, director of the latter stone to Forester'!; ,,} nd "in the sowth 
chancery, of lands in the CO\\ gate of Edinburgh, pairt of t'1e gaitt, \\ ith part of the Cowgate, to be 
once the property of Sir James Liddell, knight, "et under George Dickson." 
þostt'a ./olwnnis Ramsay, olim 1lllllCltpati Domini In 15 I 8, concerning the "Dichting of the 
Boith
'ele;' now in the king's hands by the for- Calsay," it was ordained by the magistrates, that 
feiture first of Sir James Liddell, and of tenements I all the inhabitants should clean the portion thereot 
of John Ramsay. I before their 0\\ n houses and booths "als weill in 
:\lany quaint timber-fronted houses existed in the KO\\gaitt venellis as on the Hie Gaitt," and 
the CO\\gate, as elsewhere in the city. Such that all tar barrels and wooden pipes be removed 
nlansions were in favour throughout Europe gene- from the streets under pain of escheat. In 1547 
rally in the 15th century, and Edinburgh \\as only I and 154 8 strict orders were issued with reference 
influenced by the then pre\ ailing taste of which to the gnards at the city gates, and no man who was 
so many fine examples still remain in Kuremberg skilled in any kind of gunnery \\as to quit the to\\ll 
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on any pretext, under pain of forfeiture of all he 
possessed and final banishment-measures rendered 
necessary by the recent defeat at Pinkey, 
In 1555 the magistrates assigned the care of the 
Cow gate E'ort-the gate which closed the street on 
a line with the Pleasance-to Luke 
Ioresoun for 
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In 1558 the causeway of the Cowgate was 
ordered to be raised and re-Iaid le,'eI at the eJ\pense 
of the heritors, from the (Black) Friars Wynd to 
Marlin's "'ynd. 
The gorge through which the Cowgate nms must 
once have been much deeper than it is now become, 
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OLD HOUSES 1101 THE CO\\'GATE , !\EAR THE SOUTH BRIDGE, 1
50. (Fr.", a Drawillg by IV.llit",. C/u.."".g:, 


thirty shillings yearly, with orders "to steik and 
orpin the samyn," from 
Iichaelmas to Candlemas, 
between 6 a.m. and 5 p,m., and from Candlemas 
to 
Iichadmas uetween 6 a.m. and 8 p.m. ; and in 
the same year they paid fourteen shillings to l\lungo 
Hunter, smith,' for a new great hanging lock and 
key for the gate, hl'cause .. the auld loke was first 
brokin and mendit that it could nocht be eftir 
me\ldit. " 


by the accumulation of soil and successive cause- 
ways. As a proof of this, in 1836 the blade of a 
large knife or dagger was found eleven feet below 
the present surface, while a drain was being dug 
and in the October of the same year an ancient 
iron hammer was found six feet below the surface, 
lying close to a thick stone wall, which had once 
crossed the Cowgate diagonalh' to\\ards the wes
 
side of the Canòlemaker Row. 
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Both these relics are DOW preserved in the I Close in 1514; Todrig's \'"ynd is mentioned in 
Museum of Antiquities. 1456, when Patrick Donald granted two merks 
An act of the Privy Council in 1616 describes I yearly from his tenement therein for repairing the 
Edinburgh as infested by strong and idle vagabonds, I altar of St. Hubert, and in 1500 a bailie named 
having their resorts "in some parts of the Cow- Todrig, was assaulted with drawn swords in his 
gate, Canon gate, Potterrow, \Vest Port, &c., where own house by two men, who were taken to the Troll, 
they ordinarily convene every night, and pass their and had their hands stricken through. 
time in all kind of riot and filthy lechery, to the Carmbber's Close was probably named from 
offence and displeasure of God," lying all day on '\\ïlliam of Caribris," one of the three bailies in 
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THE COWGATE, FROM THE PORT TO COLLEGE WYND, 1646. (Afler Gordtm of Rotltienlay,) 
J7. The Cowgate; 44. Peeb1es "
}nd; 45, l\lcrlin's \V).nd; 46, Niddry's \V}nd; 47. Dickson's Close; 50. Gray's 'V}nd j 51, St Mary's Wynd; 
4. SL Mary's Wyn<i Suburbs; f, Cowgate Port; K, St, Mary's Wynd Port; 53, The Col\ege Wynd; 54. Robertson's Wynd; 55. High 
School Wynd; 1/. Lady Yester's Kirk; .x. The High School; 'W, The Col\ege; y, St Mary of the Fields, or the Kirk of Fields; 25. The 
Town Wal\, 


the causeway, extorting alms with" shameful excla- 1-1-54, as doubtless Con's Close was from John Con, 
m:Jtions," to such an e},tent that passengers could a wealthy flesher of 1508. \\ílliam Foular's Close 
neither walk nor confer in the streets without being is mentioned in 152 I, when Bessie Symourtoun 
impeded and pestered by them; hence the magis- I is ordered to be burned there on the cheeks and 
trates gave orders to expel them wholesale from the banished for passing gear infected \\ ith the pest; 
city and keep it clear of them. I and l\Iauchan's Close was no doubt connected 
The Burgh Records throw some light on the with the name of John 1\Iauchane, one of the bailies 
names of certain of the oldest closes-those running I in 1523; Lord Borthwick's Close is frequently 
between the central street and the Cowg.lte, as being mentioned before 1530, and Francis Bell's Close 
the residences or erections of old and influential occurs in the City Treasurer's Accounts, under date 
citizens. Thus Niddry's \\'ynd is doubtless con- I 1554. Liberton's Wynd is mentioned in a charter 
nected with Robert Niddry, a magistrate in LB7; by James III. in 1474, and the old protocol books of 
Cant's Close with Adam Cant, who was Dean of the city refer to it frequently in the twelve years 
Guild in 1450, though it is called A.le},ander Cant's I preceding Flodden; William Liberton's heirs are 
79 
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mentioned as residents in it in 1501. He \\as articles therein. This paper soon made itself 
Provost in 1425, and was succeeded in 1434 by notorious by its unscrupulous and scurrilous nature, 
Sir Henry Preston of Craigmillar. and its attacks on the private character of the 
Other alleys are mentioned as having existed leading Whig nobles and gentlemen in Scotland, 
in the sixteenth century: Swift's Wynd, Aikman's which ended in Stuart of Dunearn horsewhipping 
Close, and "the Eirle of Irgyllis Close," in the Mr. Stevenson in the Parliament Square. The 
Dean of Guild's Accounts in 1554, and Blacklock's paper was eventually suppressed, and John Nimmo, 
Close, where the unfortunate Earl of Northumber- hearing of the issue of a Speaker's warrant against 
land was lodged in the house of Alexander Clark6, him, after appearing openly at the printing office 
when he was betrayed into the hands of the near the old back stairs to the Parliament House, 
Regent Moray in December, 1569. In a list of fled the same day from Leith in a smack, and did 
citizens, adherents of Queen Mary, in 157 I, are two I not revisit Edinburgh for thirty-one years. He 
glassin'-lí'rights, one of them named Steven Loch, worked long as a journeyman printer in the service 
probably the person commemorated in Stevenlaw's I of the great Parisian house of l\'I. Didot, and for 
Close, in the High Street. I forty years he formed one of the staff of Gab"g- 
From Palfrey's bustling inn, at the Cowgate-head, naill's lIfessenger, from which he retired with a 
the Dunse fly was wont to take its departure I I pension to Asnihes, where he died in his eighty- 
twice weekly at 8 3.m. in the beginning of the sixth YE'ar in February, 18 79. 
century; and in 17 80 some thirty carriers' wains In this quarter of the Cowgate was born, in 1745, 
arrived there and departed weekly. Wilson says Dr. James Graham (the son of a saddler), who was 
that "Palfrey's, or the King's Head Inn, is a fine I a man of some note in his time as a lecturer and 
I 
antique stone land of the time of Charles 1. An writer on medical subjects, and whose brother 
inner court is enclosed by the buildings behind, William married Catharine Macaulay, authoress of 
and it long remained one of the best frequented a" History of England" and other works forgotten 
inns.in old Edinburgh, being situated at the junc- now. In London Dr. Graham started an extra- 
tion of two of the principal approaches to the town I ordinary establishment, known as the Temple of 
from the south and west." I Health, in Pall Mall, where he delivered what were 
In this quarter 1IacLelian's Land, No.8, a lofty I termed Hymeneal Lectures, which in 17 8 3 he re- 
tenement which forms the last in the range of delivered in St. Andrew's Chapel, in Carrubber's 
houses on the north side of the street, has peculiar I Close. In his latter years he became seized with a 
interest from its several associations. Towards the species of religious frenzy, and died suddenly in his 
middle of the last century this edifice-the windows house, opposite the Archer's Hall, in 1794. 
of which look straight up the Candlemaker-row- In Bailie's Court, in this quarter, lived Robert 
had as the occupant of its third floor Mrs. S} me, a Bruce, Lord Kennet, 4th July, 1764, successor on 
clergyman's widow, with whom the father of Lord the bench to Lord Prestongrange, and who died 
Brougham came to lodge, and whose daughter be- in 1786. This court-latterly a broker's yard for 
came his wife and the lady of Brougham Hall. burning bones-and Allison's Close, which adjoins- 
He died in 1810, and is buried in Restalrig church- it-a damp and inconveniently filthy place, though 
yard. Mrs. Brougham's maiden aunt continued to but a few years ago one of the mest picturesque 
reside in this house at the Cowgate-head till a alleys in the Cowgate-are decorated at their 
period subsequent to 1794. entrances with passages from the Psalms, a custom 
In his father's house, one of the flats in Mac- that superseded the Latin and older legends towards 
Lellan's Land, Henry Mackenzie, "the Man of the end of the seventeenth century. 
Feeling," resided at one time with his wife and In Allison's Close a door-head bears, but sorely 
family. defaced, in Roman letters, the lines from the I 20th 
In the flat immediately below Mrs. Syme dwelt Psalm :-" In my distress I cried unto the Lord, 
Bailie John Kyd, a wealthy wine merchant, who and he heard me. Deliver my soul, 0 Lord, from 
made no small noise in the city, and who figures lying lips and from a deceittùl tongue." 
among Kay's etchings. He was a Bailie of 1769, In Fisher's Close, which led directly up to the- 
and Dean of Guild in 1774. Lawnmarket, there is a well of considerable 
So lately as 182 4 the principal apartments in antiquity, more than seventy feet deep, in which a 
No. 8 were occupied by an aged journeyman man was nearly drowned in 1823 by the flagstone 
printer, the father of John Nimmo, who became that covered it suddenly giving way, 
conspicuous as the nominal editor of the Beacon, I The fragment of a house, ahutting close to the- 
as his name appeared to many of the obnoxious, r.arthem pier of the centre arch of George IV, 
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These and the adjacent tenements, removed to 
make way for the new bridge, were all of varied 
character and of high antiquity, displaying in some 
(i,e., "keep at home" or "mind your own affairs") instances timber fronts and shot windows. 
indicates the once extensive tenement occupied by A little farther eastward were the old Back 
the celebrated Sir Thomas Hope, King's Advocate i Stairs, great flights of stone steps that led through 
of Charles 1. in 1626, and one of the foremost men what was once the Kirkheugh, to the Parliament 
in Scotland, and who organised that resolute oppo- Close. Here resided the young English officer, 
sition to the king's unwise interference with the Captain Cayley, whose death at the hands of the 
Scottish Church, which ultimately led to the great beautiful Mrs. Macfarlane, on the 2nd October, 
ci, il war, the ruin of Charles and his English 1716, made much noise in its time, and was re- 
-t:ouncillors, ferred to by Pope in one of his letters to Lady 
This mansion was one of the finest and most Mary Wortley l\:1ontagu. 
spacious of its day, and possessed a grand oak Captain John Cayley, Commissioner of Customs, 
staircase. "AT HOSPES HUlI-IO" was carved upon was a conspicuous member of a little knot of un- 
one of the lintels, an anagram on the name of the welcome and obnoxious English officials, whom 
sturdy old Scottish. statesman. In the Cultness new arrangements subsequent to the Union had 
Collections, published by the l\Iaitland Club, is brought into Edinburgh. He seems to have been 
the following remark ;-" If the house near Cow- a vain and handsome fellow, whose irregular 
geat-head, north syde that street, was built by passions left him little prudence or discretion, 
Sir Thomas Hope, the inscription on one of the Among his new acquaintances in the Scottish 
lintall-stones supports this etymologie-(viz., that capital was a young married woman of uncommon 
the Hopes derive their name from Houblon, the beauty, the daughter of Colonel Charles Straiton-- 
Hop-plant, and not from Esperallce, the virtue of I a well-known adherent of James VIII.-and wife 
the mind), for the anagram is At hospes hUlJlo, and I of John l\Iacfarlane, Writer to the Signet, at one 
has all the letters of Thomas Roupe." But Hope time agent to Simon Lord Lovat. Ey her mother's 
is a common name, and the tern1ination of many side she was the grand-daughter of Sir Andrew 
localities in Scotland. Forester. 
In the tapestried chambers of this old Cowgate One Saturday forenoon l\Irs. l\Iacfarlane, then 
mansion were held many of the Councils that led only in her twentieth year, and some months 
to the formation of the noble anny of the Covenant, e1lceÙlle, was exposed by the treachery of Captain 
the camp of Dunselaw, and the total rout of the Cayley's landlady to an insult of the most atrocious 
English troops at Newburnford. Hope was held kind on his part, in his house adjacent to the Back 
by the Cavaliers in special abhorrence. "Had Stairs-one account says opposite to them. On 
the d-d old rogue survived the Restoration the Tuesday following he visited Mrs. Macfarlane 
he would certainly have been hanged," "rote C. at her own house, and was shown into the drawing- 
Kirkpatrick Sha'1>e. "::\ly grandfather's grand- room, anxious-his friends a1!eged-to apologise 
father, Sir Charles Erskine of Alva, disgraced for his recent rudeness. Other accounts say that 
himself by marrying his daughter, an ugly slut." he had meanly and revengefully circulated reports 
Honours accorded to him by Charles failed to derogatory to her honour, and that she was resolved 
detach him from the national cause; in 1638 he to punish him. Entering the room with a brace of 
was one of the framers of the Covenant, and in pistols in her hand, she ordered him to leave the 
1645 was a Commissioner of Exchequer. Two of house instantly. 
his sons being raised to the bench whi1e he was "\Vhat, madam," said he, "d'ye design to act a 
yet Lord Advocate, he was allowed to wear his hat comedy?" "If you do not retire instantly you 
when pleaùing before them, a privi1ege which the will find it a tragedy!" she replied, sternly. 
King's Advocate has ever since enjoyed. As he declined to obey her command, she fired 
He died in 1646, but must have quitted his one of the pistols-Cayley's own pair, borrowed but 
Cowgate mansion some time before that, as it a few days before by her husband - and wounded 
became the residence of 
1ary, Countess of John, his left wrist. With what object-unless self- 
seventh Earl of Mar, guardian of Henry Duke preservation-it is impossible to say, Cayley drew 
of Rothesay (afterwards Prince of Wales). She was his sword, and the moment he did so, she shot him 
the daughter of Esme Stuart, Lord D'Aubigne and through the heart. So close were they together 
Duke of Lennox, and she died in Hope's house on that Cayley's shirt was burned at the left sleeve by 
the 11th l\Iay, 1644. one pistol, and at the breast by the other. 


Bridge, with a boldly moulùed doorway, inscribed, 


TECUM HABITA, 1616, 
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In wild terror Mrs. Macfarlane now rushed from 
the room, locked the door, and sending for her 
husband showed him the body, and told him all 
that had transpired. "Oh, woman !" he exclaimed, 
in misery, "what have you done?" His friends 
whom he consulted advised her instant flight, and 
at six o'clock that evening she walked down the 
High Street, followed by her husband at a little 
distance, and disappeared. 
By ten that night-deeming her safe-Mr. Mac- 


farlane's accusations had thrown upon her character, 
and denying that the lady had been in the house 
on the Saturday before the murder; "but evidence 
was given that she was seen issuing from the close 
in which Mrs. Murray resided, and after ascending 
the Back Stairs was observed passing through the 
Parliament Square towards her own house." 
Of this Scottish Lucretia the future is unknown, 
and the only trace seems something of the mar- 
vellous. Margaret Swinton, a grand-aunt of Sir 
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farI..me sent for the magistrates, who secured the "'alter Scott, related to him more than once, that 
house and servants. A contemporary says:- when she, a little girl, was once left alone in 
" I saw his (Cayley's) corpse after he was unclothed, 
winton House, Berwickshire, she wandered into 
and saw his blood where he lay on the floor for the dining-room, and there saw an unknown lady, 
24 hours after he died just as he fell, so it was diffi- "beautiful as an enchanted queen, pouring out 
cult to straighten him." (" Dom. Ann.," Vol. III.) tea at a table. The lady seemed equally surprised 
Criminal letters were raised against Mrs. Macfar- I as herself, but addressed the little intruder kindly, 
lane by the Lord Advocate, Sir David Dalrymple, in particular desiring her to speak first to her 
and the father and brother of the deceased, who mother by herself of what she had seen." Mar- 
was a native of York. Not appearing for trial garet for a moment lookerl out of the window. 
she was declared an outlaw, while her husband was and when she turned the beautiful lady had 
absolved from all blame, I vanished! On the return of the family from 
Mrs, Murray, Cayley's landlady, who kept a church, she told her mother of what she haci 
grocery shop in the Co\Vgate, vindicated herself seen, was praised for her discretion, and pledged 
in a pamrhlet from imputations which Mrs. Mac- ! to secresy in what seemed to be a dream. Sub- 
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sequently she was informed that the lady was was laid bare, proving it to have been a solid and 
Captain Cayley's slayer, who had found a tempo- I magnificent piece of masonry, when compared with 
rary shelter in the house of the Swintons as a kins- the hasty erection of 1513. On the slope nearer 
woman, and had a hiding-place concealed by a the Cowgate, at fourteen feet below the present 
sliding panel. Sir Walter Scott, who introduced the surface, there was found a range of strong oak 
incident into "Peveril of the Peak," states in a coffins, lying close together, and full of humar 
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EAST E"D OF THE COWGAI'E, LOOKING TOWARDS THE SOUTH BACK OF CA:\ 0:11 GATE. 
(Al1er a Pai1lting- ill Seþia by George MOIISo1l ill þosses,;o1l rf Dr. J. A. Side)'). 


note to that work, that she aftenvards returned to I remains. In form these coffins were remarkable. 
Edinburgh, where she lived and died, being quite straight at the sides, with lids ridged 
"'hen excavations were made for the erection of in the centre. The same operatioins brought to light, 
the ne\\ Courts of Law in [844, and the site of beyond the first city wall, and at the depth of 
the old Back Stairs was cleared, some curious eighteen feet below the present level of the 
discoveries were made, illustrative of the changes Cowgate, a common shaped barrel, six feet high, 
that had taken place in the Cowgate during the i standing upright, embedded eighteen inches deep 
preceding 400 years. I in a stratum of blue clay, and with a massi\e 
.A considerable fragment of the wall of James II. I stone beside it. The appearance of the whole 
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showed that the barrel had been placed so as to col-' gateway, reces3ed back, which gave access to the 
lect the rain water from the eaves of a long defunct, extensive pleasure-grounds attached to the residence 
house, with a stepping-stone to enable anyone to of the Marquises of Tweeddale, and which seem to 
reach its contents. i have measured 3 00 feet in length by 250 in breadth, 
The old Meal :\Iarket was the next locality of and been overlooked in the north-west angle by the 
importance on this side. In 1477 James III.' beautiful old mansion of the Faris of Selkirk, the 
ordained this market to be held" fra the Tolbooth I basement of which was a series of elliptical arcades. 
I 
up to Liberton's Wynd, alsua fra thence upward to These pleasure grounds ascended from the street 
the treviss;" but the meal market of 1647, as I to the windows of Tweeddale House, by a succes- 
shown in Gordon's map, directly south of the I sion of terraces, and were thid.Iy planted on the 
Parliament House, seems to have been a long, east and west with belts of trees. In Gordon's 
unshapely edifice, with two high arched gates. map for 1647, the whole of this open area had 
In 1690 the meal market paid to the city, been-what it is now becoming again-covered 
..;/;77 15S. 6d. sterling. As we have related else-; by masses of building, the greatest portion of it 
where, all this quarter was destroyed by the" Great being occupied by a huge church, that has had, at 
Fire" of 1700, which" broke out in the lodging various times, no less than three different congre- 
jmmediately under Lord Crossrig's lodging in the I gations, an Episcopal, Presbyterian, and, finally, 
meal market," and from which he and his family I a Catholic one. 
had to seek flight in their night-dress. One of I For a few years before 1688 Episcopacy was 
his daughters, Jean Home, died at Edinburgh in the form of Church government in Scotland- 
Feb. 1769. I illegally thrust upon the people; but the self- 
Edgar"s map shows the new meal market, a huge constituted Convention, which transferred the 
quadrangular mass, with 150 feet front by 100 in I crown to William and Mary, re-established the 
depth, immediately eastward of the Back Stairs. ; Presbyterian Church, abolishing the former, which 
This place was the scene of a serious riot in 1763. consisted of fourteen bishops, two archbishops, 
In November .there had been a great scarcity of and 900 clergymen. An Act of the Legislature 
meal, by which multitudes of the poor were reduced ordered these to conforn} to the new order of 
to great suffering; hence, on the evening of the I things, or abandon their livings; but though ex- 
21St, a great mob proceeded to the girnels in the I pelled from these, they continued to officiate 
meal market, carried off all that was there, rifled I privately to those who were disposed to attend to 
the house of the keeper, and smashed all the fur-I their ministrations, notwithstanding the penal laws 
niture that was not carried off. At midnight the I enacted against them-laws which William, who 
mob dispersed on the arrival of some companies I detested Presbyterianism, and was "an uncove- 
of infantry from the Castle, to renew their riotous nanted King," intended to repeal if he had 
proceedings, however, on the following day, when \ lived. The title of archbishop was dropped by 
they could only be suppressed "by the presence' the scattered few, though a bishop was elected 
of the Provost (George Drummond), bai
ies, train- with the title Prill/lis, to regulate the religious 
band, constables, party of the military, and the affairs of the community. There existed another 
city guard." Many of the unfortunate rioters body attached to the same mode of worship, 
were captured at the point of the bayonet, and I composed of those who favoured the principles 
lodged in the Castle, and the whole of the Scots which occasioned the Revolution in Scotland, 
Greys were quartered in the Canongate and Leith I and,adopting the ritual of the Church of England, 
to enforce order. " The magistrates of Edinburgh, I were supplied with clergy ordained by bishops of 
and Justices of Peace for the County of l\Iid- I that country. Two distinct bodies thus existed- 
lothian," says the North British ÞIagazine for 17 6 3, designated by the name of N on-jurants, as decli- 
"have since used every means to have this market ning the oaths to the new Government. The firs\. 
supplied effectually with meal; but from whatever of these bodies - unacknowledged as a legal 
cause it may proceed, certain it is that the scarcity association, whose pastors were appointed by 
of oatmeal is still severely felt by every family \, ho bishops, who acknowledged only the authority of 
have occasion to make use of that commodity." I their exiled king, who refused to take the oaths 
The archiepiscopal palace and the mint, which I prescribed by law, and omitted all mention of the 
were near each other, on this side of the street, i House of Hanover in their prayers-were made 
have already been described (Vol. I., pp. 262-4; I the subject of several penal statutes by that 
267-270); but one of the old features of the 10- House. 
oIity still remaining unchanged is the large old I An Episcopal chapel, \\ hose minister was qualified 
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to preach openly, by taking the oaths to Govern-I Edinburgh, In the volta is the Ascension; over 
ment, had been founded in Edinburgh by Baron the small window on the right is Christ talking 
Smith, and two smaller ones "ere founded about I with the Samaritan woman; on the left the Pro- 
174 6 , in Skinner's and Carrubber's Closes; but as I digal returned. In these two the figures are half- 
these places were only mean and inconvenient: length. On one side of the table is the figure of 
apartments, a plan was formed for the erection of Moses j on the other that of Elias." 
a large and handsome church. The Episcopalians At the time Arnot wrote ;[6,800 had been spent 
of the city chose a committee of twelve gentlemen on the building, which was then incomplete. "The 
to see the scheme executed. They purchased from ground," he adds, "is low; the chapel is concealed 
the Royal College of Physicians the area of what by adjacent buildings; the access for carriages in- 
had formerly been the Tweeddale gardens, and convenient, and there is this singularity attending it, 
opened a subscription, which was the only re- that it is the only Christian church standing north 
source they had for completing the building, the and south we tver saw or heard of. 
trifling funds belonging to the former obscure There are about 1,000 persons in this 
chapels bearing no proportion to the cost of so congregation, Divine service is celebrated before 
expensive a work, But this impediment was re- them according to all the rites of the Church of 
moved by the gentlemen of the committee, who England, This deserves to be considered as a 
generously gave their personal credit to a consider- mark of increasing moderation and liberality among 
able amount. the generality of the people. Nut many years ago 
The foundation stone was laid on the 3rd of that form of worship in all its ceremonies would 
April, 1771, by the Grand Master Mason, Lieu- not have been tolerated. The organ and paintings 
tenant-General Sir Adolphus Oughton, K.B., would have been downright idolatry, and the 
Colonel of the 31st Foot, and Comiuander of the chapel "ould have fallen a sacrifice to the fury of 
Forces in Scotland. The usual coins were depo- the mob," 
sited in the stone, under a plate, inscribed thus ;- Upon the death of Mr. Carr, the first senior 
EDlFlCII SAC. ECCLESIÆ EPISC. A
GUÆ, clerg} man of this chapel, he was interred under its 
PRIMI'\I POSUIT LAPIDEM, portico, and the funeral service was sung, the voices 
I. ADOLPHUS OUGHTO!\', of the congregation being accompanied by the 
IN ARCHIfECTO
ICA SCOTlÆ RI PL I!, organ, In Arnot's time the senior clerg} man was 
CURIO MAXIM US. . 
Dr. :\I y les Cooper, PrincIpal of I\" ew York Colle g e, 
11I1UTT.:'1II PRÆFECTUS, 
REGNA!\TE GEORGIO 111, an exile from America in consequence of the revolt 
TERTIO APR, DIE, of the colonies. 
A.D. MDCCLXXI. In the middle of February, 1788, accounts 
Towards this church the Writers to the Signet reached Scotland of the death and funeral of Prince 
subscribed 200 guineas, and the Incorporation Charles Edward, the eldest grandson of James \11., 
of Surgeons gave 40 guineas, and on Sunday, the at Rome, and created a profound sensation among 
9 th , of October, 1774, divine service wa') per- people of all creeds, and the papers teemed with 
formed in it for the first time. "This is a plain, descriptions of the burial service at Frascati; how 
handsome building," says Arnot, "neatly fitted up his brother, the Cardinal, wept, and his voice broke 
in the inside somewhat in the form of the church when singing the office for the dead prince, on 
of St. Martin's-in-the-Fields, London. It is 90 whose coffin lay the diamond George and collar of 
feet long by 75 broad over the walls, and is orna- the Garter, now in Edinburgh Castle, while the 
mented with a neat spire of a tolerable height. In militia of Frascati stood around as a guard, "ith 
the spire hangs an excellent bell, formerly belong- the l\Iaster of Nairn, in whose arms the prince 
ing to the Chapel Royal at Holyrood, which is eJl.pirecl 
permitted to be rung for assembling the congrega- In the subsequent April the Episcopal College 
tion, an indulgence that is not allowed to the met at Aberdeen, and unanimously resolved that 
Presbyterians in England. This displays a com- they should submit" to the present Government of 
mendable liberality of sentiment in the magistrates this kingdom as invested in his present Majesty 
of Edinburgh; but breathes no jealousy for the George Ill.," death ha\ing broken the tie nhich 
dignity of their national Church. In the chapel bound them to the House of Stuart. Thence- 
there is a fine organ, made by Snetzler of London. I forward the royal family was prayed for in all their 
In the east side is a niche of 30 feet, with a churches, and the penal statutes, after various 
Venetian window, where stands the altar, which is modificatiop.s, were repealed in 1792. Eight years 
adorned n ith paintings by Runciman, a native of I afterwards the Rev. Archibald Alison (father of 
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the historian) became senior minister of the Cow- 
gate chapel. 
One of his immediate predecessors, the Rev. 
:\Ir. Fitzsimmons, an Englishman, became seriously 

mbroiled with the authorities, and was arraigned 


Two of these four, Vanvelde and Jaftì.e, had 
escaped from the Castle by sawing through their 
window bars with a sword-blade furnished to them 
by John Armour, a clerk in the city. The other 
two were on parole. The Hon. Henry Erskine 
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1 HE MEAL MARKET, COWGATE. 


before the High Court of Justiciary in July, 1799, defended Mr. Fitzsimmons, who was sentenced to 
on the charge of aiding the escape of Jean Bap- three months' imprisonment in the Tolbooth, In 
tiste Vam-elde, Jean Jacques J affie, Réné Griffon, the following September 600 French prisoners (in- 
and Hypolite Depondt, French prisoners, from the eluding the crew of the Victorieux) were marched 
Ca
tle of Edinburgh, by concealing them in his from the Castle, under a guard of the North York 
house, and taking them in the Newhaven fishing Militia, to Leith, where they embarked for Eng- 
boat of Neil Drysdale to the Isle of lnchkeith, land in care of ISO bayonets of the 7 1st High- 
where they remained hidden till taken to a cartel landers. 
--hip, commanded by Captain Robertson, in Leith I After the erection of St. Paul's Church, in York 
Roads. Place, the Cowgate Chapel was purchased by the 
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249 


United Secession congregation_ I t was then seated 
for 1,792, with a stipend of L2IO and LI2 allow- 
ance for sacramental purposes. And in 1856, it 
became, by purchase, the property of the Roman 
Catholic body, with whom it still remains. It was 


Wynd, or street, has been pulled down; also, the 
east side of the High School Wynd, with all its 
picturesque and overhanging timber fronts and 
dovecot gables. 
In 178-1- Mr. John Francis Erskine, of the at. 
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THE EPISCOPAL CHAPEL, COWGATE. 


(Afi
r an Engræli,,/: in tlte "Scots Magazine." 1774.) 


òedicated to S1. Patrick, and the then adjacent tainted house of Mar, who died in 182 5, resided 
mansion of the Earls of Selkirk was repaired and in the Cowgate, but in what part we have no 
restored with admirable taste by the late Re\'. Dr. means of ascertaining. 
Marshal, as a chapel-house; but it has since been That the ancient name of this street was the 
uselessl) and recklessly removed by the Improve- SOllthgate is proved by the title-page of a work 
ment Trust, and a hideous edifice substituted in its presented to the Advocate's Library in 1788- 
place. I .. 'T' . . L ' , f "".. r 
Since then with the exce tion of the Tweeddale '-'Ie
r en1ns tue m
!)mg an
 1nsport 0 ""uancer. >:m
 
,
 I prrntlt m tlJe iOlltf1gaut of (!fbmbllrglJ be mailer <CfJrpman 
archway, th
 whole north side of the street from I anb lI.nb(rlD J}!!I111ar tlJe fOllrl1J ba!) of 
pnle tlJe pf1r1r of 
the Blackfnars' Wynd to the foot of 51. Ma,y's I 
Ob ßlÆ<!i:Q;:(!['(C anb bííi P.lJrirs, 
80 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 


COW GAT E (concluded). 


The South Side of the Street-The High School Wynd-" Claudero"-Robertson's Close-House of the Bishops of Dunkeld-Tomb of Gavin 
Douglas-Kirk-of-Field and College Wynd-House of the Earls of Queensberry-Robert Monteith-Oliver Goldsmith-Dr. Joseph Black 
-House in which Sir Walter Scott was born-St, Peter's Pend-House of Andro Symson, th" Printer, 16
)7-The Horse Wynd- 
Galloway House-Guthrie Street-Tailors' Hall-French Ambassador's Chapel and John Dickison's House-Tam 0' the Cowgate and James 
VI.-The Hammermen's Land and Hall-Magdalene Chapel-John Craig-A Glance at the Ancient Corporations-The Hammermen- 
Their Charter-Seal and Progress-The Cordiners-Fust Strike in the Trade-Skinners and Furriers-\\
eh:
ters-Hat and Bonnete 
makers-Fleshers-Coopers- Tailors-Candle-makers-Baxters-Barbers-Chirurgeons. 


PROCEEDING westward from the point we have 
left, the mutilated range of buildings on the south 
side, between George Heriot's School (the site of 
the old Cowgate Port) and the foot of what was 
the High School Wynd, shows fragments of what 
were, in their day, exceedingly picturesque old 
timber-fronted tenements, of a very early date, but 
which were far inferior in magnificence to the Mint 
which stood opposite to them. This Wynd was 
originally a narrow and rather lonely road or path, 
that led towards the Dominican monastery, and 
westward to the house of the Kirk-of-Field. A 
finely-carved lintel, which surmounted the door- 
way of an antique range of tenements, is described 
by 'Yilson, as having been replaced over the 
entrance of a modem building erected on the same 
site in 1801. The inscription, he shows, cut in 
very unusual character, having in the centre a 
shield charged with a barrel, the device of its more 
recent occupant, a brewer, substituted for the 
armorial bearings of his predecessors :- 


AL . MY . TRIST . I - S . IN . YE. LORD. 


" 'Ve have found," he adds, "on examining ancient 
charters and title-deeds referring to property in the 
Cowgate, much greater difficulty in assigning the 
exact tenements referred to, from the absence of 
such marked and easily recognisable features as 
serve for a guide in the High Street and Canongate. 
.-\11 such evidence, however, tends to prove that 
the chief occupants of this ancient thoroughfare 
were eminent for rank and station, and their dwel- 
lings appear to have been chiefly in the front street, 
showing that, with patrician exclusiveness, traders 
were forbid to open their booths within its dignified 
precincts," 
Latterly the High School Wynd was chiefly re- 
markable for the residence, in an old tenement at 
its foot, of an obscure local poet, whose real name 
was James \Yilson, but whose nom de Plume was 
" Claudero," and who by his poetic effusions upon 
local subjects continued to eke out a precarious 
subsistence, frequently by furnishing sharp lampoons 
on his less gifted fellow-citizens. He latterly added 
to his income by keeping a little school, and by 


performing .. ha(f-mcrk marriages, an occupation 
which, no doubt, afforded him additional satisfac- 
tion, as he was thereby taking their legitimate 
duties out of the hands of his old enemies the 
clergy," for Claudero, who was a cripple, is said to 
have been rendered so, in youth, by a merciless 
beating he received from "the pastoral staff" of 
the minister of his native parish, Cumbernauld, in 
Dumbartonshire. A satirist by profession, Clau- 
dero made himself a source of terror by his pungent 
wit, for in the Edinburgh of the eighteenth century 
there lived a number of wealthy old men who had 
realised large fortunes in questionable manners 
abroad, and whose characters, as they laboured 
under strange suspicions of the slave trade-even 
buccaneering perhaps-" were wonderfully suscep- 
tible of Claudero's satire; and these, the wag," we 
are told, "used to bleed profusely and frequently, 
ùy working upon their fears of public notice." 
In 1766 appeared his "Miscellanies in Prose 
and Verse, by Claudero, son of Nimrod the mighty 
Hunter," dedicated to the renowned Peter William- 
son, "from the other \Vorld." In this volume are 
"The Echo of the Royal Porch of Holyrood," 
demolished in 17 S3; "The last Speech and Dying 
'Yords of the Cross," executed, &c., "for the 
horrid crime of being an encumbrance to the 
street;" "Scotland's Tears over the Horrid Treat- 
ment of her Kings ' Sepulchres;" "A Sermon on 
the Condemnation of the 
etherbow ;" and other 
kindred subjects. With all his eccentricity, Clau- 
dero seems to have felt genuine disgust at the wan- 
ton destruction of many beautiful and historical 
edifices and monuments in Edinburgh, under the 
reckless fiat of a magistracy of the most taste- 
less age in British history-the epoch of George 
III. In the year I7S5 he was wandering about 
London, but returned to Edinburgh, where he 
lived for thirty years consecutively, and died in 
17 8 9. 
The wynd led straight up the slope to the old 
High School, which with its tower and spire stood 
on the east side of it. Robertson's Close adjoined 
it on the west-in 1647, a long and straight street, 
with lofty houses on both sides, and spacious 
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gardens lying westward, behind the line of the I travening the laws of the reaLm, In 1521 he 
Cowgate, close up to the College Wynd. Latterly was compt:lled, by the disputes between the Earls 
it was occupied on one side by Dick's extensive of Arran and Angus, to seek shelter in England, 
brewery, and it leads to the modern Infirmary where he formed the acquaintance of Polydor 
Street. Virgil, and received a pension from Henry VIII. 
The house of the Bishops of Dunkeld stood a He died of the plague in London, in 1522, in his 
little westward of this, on the south side of the forty-eighth year, and was buried in the old Savoy 
Cowgate, near the bottom of where South Niddry chapel, near the Strand, where in October, 18 7 8 , 
Street ascends the slope. So early as 1449, a long missing brass was found by the chaplain, 
Thomas Lauder, Canon of Aberdeen, granted an the Rev. Henry White, with the following inscrip- 
endowment of forty shillings annually, to a chaplain tion :-" Hie jacet GaZ'an Dolkglas , 1zalione SCOIl/S, 
in St. Giles's Church, "out of his own house lying DU1zkellensis Præsztl þaln'â suâ exul. Anno Chrislz
 
in the Cowgaite, betwixt the land of the Abbot of 1522." 
:\-lelrose on the east, and of George Cochrane on His lodging in the Cowgate has long since dis- 
the west." appeared, and its once pleasant garden is nO\v 
This divine was the same Thomas Lauder who covered by humble plebeian edifices. 
was preceptor to James II., and was Bishop of By the City Improvement Trust of 1866 nearly 
Dunkeld between 1452 and 1476; and it is re- the whole tenements and closes on the south 
corded (in l\Iylne's lives of the bishops of that side of the street, between the South Bridge and 
see) that besides many other acts of munificence, Minto House, were doomed to be swept away, 
he purchased a house in Edinburgh for himself and with a very few and nameless exceptions. 
his successors in the diocese-evidently tht: man- We now come to the birthplace of Sir Walter 
sion in question. "That its situation is the same Scott, in the alley named of old, in hundreds of 
as that above described," says Chambers, "appears charters and records, "The \Vynd of the Blessed 
from a charter of Thomas Cameron, in 1498, re- Virgin Mary in the Field "-the College Wynd of 
ferring to a house on the south side of the Cow- later times. Here, until several years after the 
gate 'betwixt the Bishop of Dunkeld's land on the Improvement Act, remained unchanged, or nearly 
east, the common street on the north, and the gait so, the straight and steep alley which ascended to 
that leads to the Kirk-of-Field on the south.''' the southern side of the town, the avenue to the 
Cameron bequeathed the tenement referred to to church of St. Mary-an avenue full of wonderful 
the chaplain of St. Catherine's altar in St. Giles's, associations since the days when Dominicans and 
and Robertson's Close now marks the boundary of Grey Friars, with the prebends and choristers of 
the bishop's garden, which must have extended St. Mary, clomb the ascent together, and since the 
up the slope-the line of the present Infirmary great, the grave, and the learned professors went 
Street. by the same path to the ancient and to the new 
Here then was the abode of Gavin Douglas, colleges. 
Bishop of Dunkeld, in 1515, one of the most dis- Some of the buildings here were of great anti 
tinguished Scottish poets, the third son of Archi- quity; and among the charters of property acquired 
bald fifth Earl of the warlike and glorious house by the city for the establishment of the college is one 
of Angus. The part he bore in the memorable connected with" Shaw's tenement in the Wynd of 
skirmish known as "Cleanse the Causeway" we the Blessed Mary-in-the-Field, now the College 
have recorded in our account of the archiepiscopal Wynd. Item, an instrument of sasine, dated 3 0th 
palace, which stood (nearly opposite his own) till I June, 1525, of a land built and waste, lying in the 
18 7 8 . Wynd of the Blessed Virgin Mary-in-the-Field, on 
Before 1501 he had completed a translation of I the west side thereof, &c., in favour of Alex. 
Ovid, and at the request of Henry first Lord Sin- ' Schaw, son of Wm. Schaw, of Polkemmet." 
clair, he rendered the Æneid into the Scots ver-I "'ilson gives us the best description of some of 
nacular. He wrote his "Palace of Honor" in the the features of this old street of so many memories 
days of his exile-an apologue in which, under the I as it existed shortly before its destruction, and 

imilitude of a vision, he depicts the vanity and I where every feature was as Scott had seen it in 
mconstancy of all worldly glory. infancy, boyhood, and old age, "About the 
The Regent Albany, in 1515, prevented him middle of the wynd, on the east side, a curious 
from taking possession of his see, and made him I and antique edifice retained many of its original 
a prisoner in th,e Castle of Edinburgh, under a : features, notwithstanding its transmutation from a 
charge of procurmg bulls from Rome, thereby con- I Collegium Sacerdolu/Jl, or prebendal building of 
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the neighbouring collegiate church, to a brewers ' interesting remains, so characteristic of the obsolete 
granary and a spirit vault! The ground floor had faith and habits of a former age, afforded undoubted 
been entirely re-faced with hewn stone; but O\-er evidence of the importance of this building in early 
It large window on the first floor there was a sculp- times, when it formed a part of the extensive 
tured lintel, which is mentioned by Arnot as having collegiate establishment of St. Mary-in-the-Fields 
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sunnounted the gateway into the inner court. It I founded and endowed apparently by the piety 01 
bore the following inscription, cut in beautiful and ' the wealthy citizens of the capital To complete 
very early characters :- I the ecclesiastical features of this ancient edifice, a 
. í!{bt ß!talÍa, gratía plena. I!Iominuß tecum, ", I boldly-cut shield on the lower crow-step bore the 
A most beautiful Gothic niche was in the front of usual monogram of our Saviour, I.H,S., and the 
this building. "It is said to have stood originally I windows presented the common feature of broken 
over the main gateway," he continues, "above the I mullions and transoms with which they had I'een 
carved lintel we have described, and without a I originally divided." 
Iloubt it contained a statue of the Virgin, to whom Internally it would seem that this edifice pre- 
the wayf.uer's supplications were invited. These sented features of a more ren.nt date, indicating 
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that its occupants were worthy neighbours of the 
aristocratic tenants of the Cowgate, The stucco 
ornaments were all of the era of Charles J,. and 
most prominent among them was the crowned 
heart of the house of Douglas, 
From this it has been supposed to have been the 


one of the doors of the stair possessed the old- 
fashioned appendage of a tirling-pin. Many of the 
buildings which remained till the total demolition 
of the wynd bore the initials of their builders on 
an ornamental shield, sculptured on the lowest 
crowstep, with the date-I736." 


, . 


- 1 ....... 


- . 



 
I
 as-c 
I 
>" '
 
... 


"
l
 


.5'= 


..... 


-=--- 
,. 


..... 
. 


" 
""'" \1 
.....:. 
," 'II. 
ft:- I, ,,; 
", r-'" 
I, 


1 
,. 
, 
. t I.
 ' 
'i ,'
 '"f'" ,tt '> 
 
,.....,(..:; , 

"I. I- 
I , L! I l 


I 
Ii 
, 
,/1 
i' I ' 


 




 
\,1 ,'
I,'" 


11:: 



, 


"I f " 
Ie 
-- 
.. . 


L 


------ 




 --:..::::
--::- - 
--- 


HIGH SCHOOL WYND. (After Ewbank.) 


-:..
-;-
 ---=.-- 
- - - 


It
 I.' 
 "
 
'
\" \ Ii ' 
,t 
\ ' III 
II 11\ JI 
'hi 
, li t 

' I 
;f '. .' 
'Ii'" I',. '
, 
.J L
 \ ...- 
 
1 \, 

I" 
III.. 


...., 


- , 
\ - II 


l"sl;; 
 
< " 
 "II' 
' I " ',:::'; ;;1 \',; 
. "I t ,. " k':1 IU 
. I I' 
-I I ", , 
:rwl \11 1 ,,1,_ I / " 
i;':" '" 
\:-' 


l'r
 
1 ,. 
I 
 


, ' 


- 
l' 'I'. 


I ,1_ ' 
, 'r 
II(
'
' ''' , 
":1/ I 
".11.. 
I
 ':
 l l,,, " 'f!;i ! 1 
I II' I ' "I 
I' I II 
1', I) - i' " ',I
 
,11" 
 

 - "" 0 
 
-\ rj,:, ' 
I J I, i' l 
' I( I 

't " 
AI ... I 

 '

1 
I 


,J 
l , 


l 


town residence of one of the first Earls of Queens- I When Scott was a little boy some of the houses 
berry-probably William, whose title was created opposite his father's windows would be barely forty 
by Charles I. on his visit to Scotland in 1633. years old, 
"The projectmg staircase of the adjoining tene- I It is not improbable that the land or tenement 
ment to the south had a curious ogee-arched win- referred to so elaborately by "ílson was connected 
dow, evidently of early character, and fitted with in some way with that referred to in the Burgh 
We antique oaken transom and folding shutters I Records, under date August 30th, 1549, when the 
below. A defaced inscription and date were deci- I 1'0\\ n Council consented to the felling of a land 
pherable over the lintel of the outer doorway, and , (in the "ynd) pertaining to the chapldincy of the 
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I 
high altar in the Kirk-of-Field, of which they (says Wilson in his "Reminiscences "), when 
were patrons, and concerning which Master Archi- happily one of its leaves attracted the quick eye of 
bald Barrie, the chaplain thereof, "declairit thair I the late David Laing, and there he found preserved 
wes ane land called Cliddisdail andis lyand in the an account, for the year 1753, between" Mr, Oliver 
Kirk-of-Field Wynd, on the eis! side of the trans I Goldsmith" and Mr. Filby, a tailor of Edinburgh; 
thereof, quhilk gaif yeirlie to him it indicates the passion which 
the sowm of ten merks of meal poor Oliver had for fine clothes, 
allanarlie," &c., but which was then and which-according to Dr. Strain 
ruinous and about to fall; so the -caused him to miss ordination by 
site was given in feu to Marion appearing before the Bishop of 
Craig, widow of "vmquhille John Elphin (in Roscommon) in scarlet 
Foularton." breeches. "The fragment of the 
In 1712, when Mr. Robert Mon- Edinburgh tailor's ledger thus 
teith, M.A., was preparing the snatched from oblivion illustrates 
second edition of his curious the marvellous change since that 
., Theater of Mortality" (the first olden time, when a medical student's 
appeared in 1 704)-a grim collec- wardrobe shone resplendent in · sky- 
tion of Scottish sepulchral in scrip- blue satin, rich black Genoa velvet, 
tions which had already cost him fine sky-blue shalloon, and the best 
"eight years sore tra\'el and at SIR WALTER SCOTT. superfiue high claret-coloured cloth,' 
vast charges and expenses "-he (Aft.rtluDrawing6yG,S,Nnuton,R.A" to which has to be added · a 
' d . h C II ,V d intl-e/llmtratedEditionof"IVaverley," fi h ' I d . h 
was resl ent In t e 0 ege ' yn , by þermission 0/ flfessrs. A. 6- C. Black), super ne small att, ace Wit 
whither he, by advertisement in · 8s. worth of silver hatt-Iace,' duly 
the Courallt, requested the copies to be sent to ' charged by its weight of the precious metal in 
him, in the hope that "all generous persons will ounces and drachms. The first bill was paid' by 
cheerfully submit his proposals in a matter so cash in full,' before the end of the year; the second 
pious, pleasa1lt, profitable, and national." (" Dom. is carried over · to folio 424,' which , unfortu- 
Ann.," III. ) 
 natel y ,hasvanished with 
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same century saw a ( C"::"::"-=4I.. Jt 
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:' ",'"" __ ,=- Filby's finery, 
It
 a 
to the completion of his 
- small sword by his side, 
education at Leyden, SIR WAI,TER scon's ARMS. down the College '''ynd 
whither he went in (FrtJln the Illustrated Edition 0/" Waverley," by þe r l1lission or to the Old Assembly 
Messrs, A. 6- C. Black.) 
1754. The Duke of Close, and to those as- 
Hamilton-Duke James, who married the beau-I semblies over which the Hon.Miss Nicky Murray 
tiful Miss Gunning-had engaged the services of presided as Lady Directress. 
the young Irishman apparently as a tutor, and I In a house close to the old College gate, on the 
with an eye, it is supposed, to his reputed scholar- east side of the wynd, lived for years the illustrious 
ship as an alumnus of Trinity College, Dublin; and Joseph Black, M.D., the founder of pneumatic 
it has been supposed that a curious tailor's bilI I chemistry, who was completing his medical studies 
which came recently to light in Edinburgh, had in the Edinburgh University in 175 I, collaterally 
some reference to his expected visits to the Duke's with Goldsmith; and Forster tells us in his life of 
apartments in Holyrood, of which the Hamilton the latter, that "he was fond of chemistry, and was 
family are hereditary keepers. I remembered favourably by the celebrated Black." 
An old ledger was being torn up for waste paper: The doctor graduated here as M.D. in 1754, his 
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inaugural thesis containing an outline of his cele- I old tenement, was approached by a turnpike stair, 
orated discovery of fixed air, or carbonic gas, which I within a little court off the wynd head; in another 
with his discovery of latent heat laid the foundation I corner of it resided Mr. Alexander Munay, the 
of modem pneumatic chemistry, and has opened I future solicitor-general, who afterwards sat on the 
to the investigation of the philosopher a fourth Bench as Lord Henderland, and died in 1795, 
kingdom of nature, viz., the gaseous kingdom. I It was up this narrow way, on Sunday the 
Other brilliant achievements in science followed 15th of August, 1773-when Scott was exactly a 
fast before and after Dr. Black's appointment to a I baby of two years old-that Boswell and Principal 
chair in Glasgow in 1756, Ten years after he I Robertson conducted Dr, Johnson to show him 
became Professor of Chemistry in Edinburgh, and I the College. 
was 50 for twenty-nine years, He died in 1799, I Within the narrow compass of this ancient wynd 
while sitting at table, with his usual fare, a few -so memorable as the birthplace of Scott-were 
prunes, some bread, and a little milk diluted with representatives of nearly every order of Scottish 
water. Having the cup in his hand, and feeling the I society, sufficient for a whole series of his Waverley 
approach of death, he set it carefully down on his i novels. No wonder is it then, beyond the expe- 
knees, which were joined together, and kept it rience of " Auld Reekie," that we should find one 
steadily in his hand, in the manner of a person: of Kay's quaintest characters, "Daft Bailie Duff," 
perfectly at ease, and in this attitude, without' a widow's idiot boy, long regarded as the in- 
spilling a drop, and without a writhe on his coun- dispensable appendage of an Edinburgh funeral, 
tenance, Joseph Black, styled by Lavoisier "the dwelling in a little den at the foot of the alleYI 
illustrious Nestor of the chemical revolution," ex- where he died in 1788. 
pired placidly, as if an experiment had been wanted Most picturesque were the venerable edifices 
to show his friends the ease with which he could I that stood between the foot of the College and the 
die. I Horse \Vynds, though between them lay St. Peter's 
In another house at the wynd head, but exactly Close, which, in its latter days, led only to a byre , 
opposite, Sir Walter Scott was born on the 15th I and a low, dark, filthy, and horrible place, "full of 
of August, 177 I, It belonged to his father Walter holes and water." 
I . 
Scott, W.S., and was pulled down to ma1(e room for I On the east side of St, Peter's Pend was a very 
the northern front of the New College. According ancient house, the abode of noble proprietors in 
to the simple fashion of the Scottish gentry of that early times, but which had been remodelled and 
day, on another floor of the same building-the first enlarged in the days of James VI. Three large 
flat-dwelt Mr. Keith , W,S., father of the late Sir and beautiful donner windows rose above its roof, 
Alexander Keith, of Ravelston, Bart.; and there, the centre one surmounted by an escallop shell, 
too, did the late Lord Keith reside in his student while a smaller tier of windows peeped out above 
days. I them from the "sclaited roof," and the lintel of 
Scott's father , deeming his house in the College its projecting turnpike stair, bore all that remained 
Wynd unfavourable to the health of his family- of its proprietors, these initials, v. P. and A. v. 
for therein died several brothers and sisters of Sir On the other side of the Pend , and immediately 
Walter, born before him-removed to an airier abutting on the Horse Wynd, was that singularly 
mansion, No. 25, George Square; but the old wynd picturesque timber-fronted stone tenement, of which 
he never forgot. " In the course of a walk through àrawings and a description are given in the" Edin- 
this part of the town in 1825," says genial Robert burgh Papers," on the ancient architecture of the city 
Chambers, "Sir Walter did me the honour to published in 1859, and referred to as "another of 
point out the site of the house in which he had the pristine mansions of the Cowgate-the houses 
been born. On his mentioning that his father had where William Dunbar and Gavin Douglas mar 
got a good price for his share of it, I took the have paid visits, and probably sent forth mailed 
liberty of jocularly expressing my belief that more warriors to Flodden. '" Here, besides the 
money might have been made of it, and the public ground accommodation and gallery floor, with an 
certainly much mor
 gratified, if it had remained to I outside stair , there is a contracted second floor , 
be shown as the birthplace of the man who had having also a gallery in front with a range of small 
w: itten so many popular books. 'Ay, ay,' said I windows. On the gallery floor at the hearl of the 
Sir Walter , 'that is very well; but I am afraid I ' outside stair, is a finely-moulded door, at the base 
should have required to be dead first, and that I of an inner winding or turnpike stair leading up 
would not have been so comfortable, you know.''' to the second floor. Such i.> the style or door to 
T:le house of Mr. Scott, W.S" on the flat of the I be seell in all these early wooden houses-a style 
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the sacred story, and digested into English verse." 
Before, this, howt'ver, he had acted as amanuensis 
to the famous Lord Advocate, Sir George Mac, 
kenzÏe of Rosehaugh, and of "bluidie memorie;" 
aDd in 1699 he edited and published a new folio 
edition of Sir George's work on "The Laws and 
Customs of Scotland," which bears on its title-page 
that it is " Printed by the heirs and successors 01 
Mr. Andrew Anderson, printer to the King's mo!>t 
we , Excellent Majesty, for Mr. Andrew Symson, and 
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which must unhesitatingly be pronounced to be 
superior in elegance to almost any other doors 
given to modern houses either in Edinburgh or in 
London. On a frieze between the mouldings is a 
legend in a style of lettering and orthography whi.:h 
speaks of the close of the fifteenth century:- 


GlF . YE . DEID . AS . YE . SOULD . YE 
I1IYCHT HAlF. AS . YE VULD, 


In modern English, 'If we died as we should, 
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might have as we would.' There is unfortunately' are to be sold by him in the Cowgate, near the 
no trace of the man who built the house and put foot of the Hose Wynd, Anno Dom. 1699," 
upon it this characteristic apophthegm; but it is The Horse Wynd which once connected the 
known that the upper floors were occupied about' Cowgate with the open fields on the south of the 
(before?) 1700 by the worthy A ndro Symson, who city, and was broad enough for carriages in da} s 
having been ousted. from his charge as an episcopal before such vehicles were known, is supposed to 
minister at the Revolution, continued to make a have derived its name from an inn which occupiêo 
living here by writing and printing books." I the exact site of the Gaelic church which was 
Symson had been curate of Kirkinner, in Galloway, erected there in 1815, after the building in the 
a presentation to him by the earl of that title, and Castle Wynd was abandoned, and which ranked 
was the author of an elaborate work, and mysterious as a qltoad sacra parish church after 1834, though 
poem of great length, issued from his printing- it was not annexed to any separate territory. It 
house at the foot of the Horse \Vynd, entitled, was seated for 1,166, and cost .;[3,000, but was 
"Tripatriarchiconj or thelivesofthethree patriarchs, swept away as being in the line of the present 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, extracted forth of Chambers Street. 
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Although the name of this wynd is as old as I became re11larka1.J}e for piety, mingled with grea'. 
the mitldle of the seventeeth century, none of the stateliness and pride; and she is thus referred to 
buildings in it latterly were older than the middle of in the Ridotto of Holyrood, partly written by her 
the eighteenth. They had all been removed by sister-in-law, Lady Bruce of Kinloss :-- 
those who "ere anxious for the benefit of such fine 
air as its surroundings afforded, for in the map of 
1647 the Vicus Equoru1Il is shown as having to 
the westward gardens in plenitude, divided by four 
long hedgerows, 'i.nd closed on the 
outh by the 
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.. And there was Bob Murray, though married , alas! 
Yet still rivalling Johnstone in beauty and grace. 
And there \\as lilY lady, well known by her airs, 
'\\'ho ne'er goes to revel but after her prayers." 


The Bob herein referred to was Sir Robert 
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S\ \150:-1 THE PR1:oiTER'S HOUSE, 1h13. (A/'<r a PI,olorY-Iþ" by AúxawÙr A. Inglis,) 


crenelated wall of the city, and it terminated by a 
Iurray of Clermont Among all the precise 
bend eastward at the Potterrow Port. I grand-dames of her time in Edinburgh, Latly 
Respectable members of the bar were always I Galloway was noted for her pre-eminent pomp and 
glad to have a flat in some of the tall edifices on formality, and would order out her coach with six 
the east side of the wynd. About the middle of it, horses, if but to pay a visit to a friend at the comer 
on the west side, was a distinct mansion called of the wynd, or to Lord Minto, whose house was a few 
Galloway House, having a large p
diment, and I yards westward of it. "It was alleged that when 
ornamented on the top by stone vases. This the countess made calls, the leaders were sometimes 
residence was built by Alexander, sixth Earl of at the door she was going to when she was stepping 
Galloway, one of the Lords of Police, who died in into the carriage at her own door. This may be 
1773. His countess C.1tharine, daughter of John called a tour de force illustration of the nearness of 
Earl of Dundonald, colonei of the Scottish Horse friends to each other in Old Edinburgh." 
Guards, was mother of Captain George Stewart, who New College Wynù, which strikes from the 
fell at Ticonderoga. She had been a beauty in her eastern part of Chambers Street, runs first t 10 feet 
youth, and formed the subject of one of Hamilton I northward, then 180 feet westward, and then north- 
of Bangour's poetical tributes, and in her ;:lId age , ward agam in the line of the lower part of the 
81 
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Horse. ">nd, and, in 
onour of the Rev. Dr' l This h
ll was us
d .in 1656 as 
he court-house of 
GuthrIe, IS named Guthne Street. the ScottIsh CommIssIOners appomted by Cromwell 
"Nearly opposite the site of the Old Parliament I for the administration of the forfeited estates of the 
Stairs," says Wilson, 1847, "a uniform and lofty I Royalists, and from a period subsequent to 1 727, 
range of handsome tenements fonns the front of I till after the year 1753, it was used as a theatre by 
an enclosed quadrangle, which includes within its I itinerating companies, who met with some success, 
precincts the Tailors' Hall, by far the most stately notwithstanding the bitter and incessant denun, 
of all the corporation halls, if we except St, Mag- ' ciations of the clergy. It was a house which, in a 
dalene's Chapel, and one interestingly associated theatrical sense, held from .;[40 to .;[45, and it was 
with important national and civic events. A hand, : a split in the company here which led to the erection 
some broad archway considerably ornamented of the rival theatre in 1746-7 in the Canongate, 
forms the entrance through the front tenement to I It is supposed that the last regular representa- 
the inner quadrangle. The gateway is surmounted, tion which took place in the Tailors' Hall is one 
by an ornamental tablet, decorated with a huge I referred to in ":\Iinor Antiquities," as advertised 
pair of shears, the insignia of the craft, and bearing for the 20th March, 1747, 
the date 1644, with the following elegant distich ;- To the westward of it is a house of the time of 
"ALMIGIITIE GOD WHO FOUND- Charles I., with a moulded ò.oonv.1Y, bearing this 
ED EVILT AND CROVf'(D inscription in Roman letters :- 
rHIS WORK WITH BLESSINGS 
MAK IT TO ABOVND." 


R, II. O. MAGNIFIE. THE . LORD 0 WITH . ME . J. H. 
AND. LET. US . EXALT. illS . NAME, TOGETHER. 
ANNO DOMINI. 1643. 
The corporation, however, had a hall on the 
same site at an earlier period. An assem'bly of But no record of the building remains save the 
about three hundred clergymen, together with the piety that inspired the legend for the exclusion of 
Earls of Rothes, Lindsay, and Loudon, met in it evil and sorcery. This door is only 3 feet 3 inches 
on the 27th of February, 1638, to C'Onsider the wide. 
terms of the National Covenant, which was to be Above this very narrow door there is sculptured 
presented to the public next day in the Greyfriars' the device of two men bearing a barrel between 
churchyard. The Earl of Rothes records that them, slung from a pole resting on their shoulders. 
some there were who objected to certain points in On the same side of the street, where now 
the document, but they were taker. aside into the George IV, Bridge passes, there was a house pos- 
garden attached to the hall, and there addressed sessing strange features, and a traditionary history. 
specially on the necessity of mutual concession for Over the ground floor was one of good elevation, 
the general good of the national cause, and they having several 
legant windows
 including. two 
soon gave their entire consent. Until a recent square and heavIly. moulded, whIch were saId to 
period, comparatively, the garden in which these! have lighted. the pnv
te chapel of the French am- 
diss,=ntients met retained its early character, but I bassador dunng the reIgn of Mary, On the upper- 
now it is merely a yard for brewers' barrels most floor, above these, was a large double donner 
The Tailors' Hall occupies the south 
nd east I window, the sill of which was 
n a line with the 
sides of the court, off the deep browed arch from the eaves, on the acute angles of WhIC
 were the heads 
Cowgate and ere it received an additional store t \ of the Twelve Apostles, and on ItS apex a set of 
ada p t it for its modern use as a brewer's g ran ;, 
 limbs said to represent those of our Saviour, set 
a }, O d h . A ' 0 
exhibited an ornamental pediment, with the shears a
tn e t e summIt" square 
r?Jectmg tower 
of the corporation and the date 1621 with th wIth three square wmdows, contammg a common 
inscription - God '. gli'e . the . blisÙlg '. to. the 
 stair, was entered b
 a handso
ely-mould
d do.or, 
Tailzer . craft. in . the. Good. T07.'n, of. Edinburgh; surmounted by a shIeld, 0 the chIef fig

e m whIch 
and , little foreseeing that in the eighteenth century was that creatur
 of medI
val superstitIon a 71'ehr- 
this hall would be devoted to the profane use of a wolf-a w.olf wIth a man s face, from. a once 
re- 
theatre the I )ious tailors P laced over the . valent belIef that men, under a peculIar affectIon, 
, mam d . 1 b 0 . k 
entrance the following lines '_ were transfonne mto wo ves, y ammosIty, nown 
. as lycanthropy, in which character they howled, and 
To THE GLORE OF GOD Af'(D VIRTEWIS REf'(O\\'f'(E, I devoured their fellow creatures, There were aìso 
AND THE CWMI'ANIE OF TAILZEOVRS WITHIN THIS GOOD three stars in chief, and beneath the motto- 
TOVNE, "Sþera1.i et Í1weni." 
FOR MElTING OF THAIR CRAFT THIS HAL HAS BEEN ERECTED. 0 . . . 
WITH TRUST IN ALL GOD'S GOODf'(ES TO BE BLIST Af'(D ThIS was the house of DickIson, of \Vmkston, m 
PROTECTED, I Peebles-shire, whose annorial bearing
 then were 
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derived from Dickson by the stars , according to I was heard in the street. This turned out to be a 
Nisbet in his "Heraldry." A John Dickison of bicker, one of those street disturbances peculiar to 
Winkston, who was provost of Peebles, was assas- the boys of Edinburgh, till the formation of the 
sinated in the High Street of that town, on the present police, and referred to in the Burgh Re- 
Ist of July, 1572, and James Tweedie, burgess of cords so far back as 1529, anent" gret bikkyrringis 
Peebles, and four other persons, were tried for the bet wi x bairns;" and again in 1 535, when they 
crime and acquitted. This is supposed to be the were to be repressed, under pain-of scourging and 
John Dickison who built the house, and had placed banishment. 
upon it these remarkable devices as a bold proof of On this occasion the strife with sticks and stones 
his adherence to the ancient faith. "The hancL was between the youths of the High School and 
some antique form of this house, the strange those of the College, who, notwithstanding a bitter 
annorial device of the original proprietor, the tradi- resistance, were driving their antagonists before 
tion of the Catholic chapel, the singular figures them. 
over the double dormer window, and Dickison's The old Earl, who in his youth had been a High 
own tragic fate, in the midst of a frightful civil war, School boy, and from his after education in Paris, 
when neither party gave quarter to the other, all had no sympathy for the young collegians, rushed 
combine to throw a wild and extraordinary interest into the street, rallied the fugitives, and took such 
over it, and make us greatly regret its remova!." an active share in the combat that, finally, the High 
(" Ancient Arch. of Edin.") School boys-gaining fresh courage upon discover- 
The peculiar pediment, as well as the sculptured ing that their leader was Tam 0' the Cowgate, the 
lintel of the front door, were removed to Coates' great judge and statesman-turned the scale of 
House, and are now built into different parts of the victory upon the enemy, despite superior age and 
northern wing of that quaint and venerable château strength. The Earl, still clad in his robe and slippers, 
in the New Town. assumed the command, exciting the lads to the 
In the middle of the last century, and prior to charge by word and action. Nor did the hubbub 
1829, a court of old buildings existed in the Cow- cease till the students, unable by a flank movement 
gate, on the ground now occupied by the southern to escape up the Candlemaker Row, were driven 
piers of George IV. Bridge, which were used as headlong through the Grassmarket, and out at the 
the Excise Office, but, even in this form, were West Port, the gate of which he locked, compelling 
somewhat degraded from their original character, the vanquished to spend the night in the fields 
for there resided Thomas Hamilton of Priestfield, beyond the walls. He then returned to finish his 
Earl of Melrose in 1619, and first Earl of Hadding- flask of wine. And a rare jest the whole episode 
ton in 1627, Secretary of State in 1612, King's I must have been for K.ing James, when he heard of 
Advocate, and Lord President of the Court of it at St. James's or Windsor. 
Session in 1592. When, in 1617, the latter revisited Scotland, he 
He rented the house in question from MacgiU of found his old friend very rich, and was informed 
Rankeillor, and from the popularity of his cha- that it was a current belief that he had discovered 
racter and the circumstance of his residence, he the Philosopher's Stone. James was amused with 
was endowed by his royal master, K.ing James, the idea of so valuable a talisman having fallen 
whose chief favourite he was, with the sobriquet of into the hands of a Judge of the Court of Session, 
Tam 0' the C01i'gate, under which title he is better and was not long in letting the latter knolV of the 
remembered than by his talents as a statesman or story. The Earl immediately invited the king, 
his Earldom of H.1ddington. and all who were present, to dine with him, adding 
He was famous for his penetration as a judge, that he would reveal to them the mystery of the 
his industry as a collector of decisions-drawing Philosopher's Stone. 
up a set of these from 1592 to 1624-and his The next day saw his mansion in the Cowgate 
talent for creating a vast fortune. It is related of thronged by the king and his Scottish and English 
him, in one of many anecdotes concerning him, courtiers, After dinner, James reminded him of 
communicated by Sir Walter Scott to the indus- the Philosopher's Stone, and then the wily Earl 
trious author of the "Traditions of Edinburgh," addressed all present in a short speech, concluding 
that, after a long day's hard labaur in the public with the infornlation that his whole secret of suc- 
service, he was one evening seated with a friend cess and wealth, lay in two simple and familiar 
over a bottle of wine near a window of his house maxims :-" Never put off tiU to-morrow what can 
in the C()wgate, for his ease attired in a robe de I be done to-day j nor ever trust to the hand of 
chambre and slippers, whc:n a sudden disturbance allothc:r tlp.t which )'our own çan execute." 
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Full of years and honours, Tam 0' the Con-gate 
died in 1637. At Tynninghame, his family seat, 
there are two portraits of him preserved, and also 
. his state dress, in the crimson velvet breeches of 
which there are no less than nine pockets, Among 
many of his papers, which remain at Tynninghame 
House, one contains a memorandum which throws 
a curious light upon the way in which political 
matters were then managed in Scotland, This 
paper details the heads of a petition in his own 


each way, and had a border of trees upon its east 
and south sides. Latterly it bore the name of 
Thomson's Green, from the person to whom it 
was leased by the Commissioners of Excise. 
The Hammerman's Close , Land, and Hall, ad- 
joined the site of this edifice on the westward. 
The Land was in 1711 the abode of a man named 
Anthony Parsons, among the last of those who 
followed the ancient practice of vending quack 
medicines on a public stage in the streets. In the 
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THE I'RE"\CH AMRASS,\DOR'S CHAPEL. (From a DrawinK ")I IV, Geiki,.) 


hand-writing to the Privy Council with a prayer to October of that year he advertised in the Scots Post. 
"gar the Chancellor" do something else in his behalf mal1-" It being reported that Anthony Parsons 
The Excise Office was removed about 1730 from is gone from Edinburgh to mount public stages in 
the Parliament Square to the house so long occupied the country, this is to give notice that he hath left 
by the Earl of Haddington, which afforded excel- off keeping stages, and still lives in the Hammer- 
lent accommodation for so important a public man's Land, near the head of the Con-gate, \\here 
institution. The principal room on the second may be had the Ornct 11, a famolls antidote against 
floor, the windows of which opened to Ù1e Con-gate, infectious distempers, and helps barrenness," &c. 
was one of great magnificence, having a stucco Four years subsequently P.lrsol1s-an Englishman, 
ceiling divided into square compartments, each of of course-announced his design of bidding adieu 
which contained an elegant device, and there was to Edinburgh, and in that prospect offered his qu.lck 
also much fine paneling, At the back of the medicines at reduced rates, and likewise, by auc, 
house, extending to n-here the back of Brown tion, " a fine cabinet organ." 
Square was built, and entered by a gate from the I The last of these English quacks was Dr, Green, 
Candlenuker Row, it measured ne.lrly 200 feet gauger, of Doncaster, who made his appearance in 
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17 2 5, accompanied by a servant, "or tumbler," I the latter was used as a haIl for their meetings. 
who robbed him, and against whom he warned the I The foundation was augmented in 154 1 by Ì\\O 
people of certain country towns in the COltraftt of donations from Hugh Lord SomerviIle, who was 
December, 1725. I taken prisoner by the English in the foIlowing 
Arnot records that in early times there t'xisted year, and had to ransom himself for J ,OCO merks. 
in the Cowgate an ancient lIEais,m Diat which had I If the edifice suffered in the general sack of the 
fallen into decay; but it was re-founded in the reign city during the invasion of 15.14 it must ha\'e been 
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THE COWGATE, FRO\I THE COLLEGE W\'ND TO THE GIlASSMARKET. (A/ferGordon if Rotkimtny's PIn..,) 


d. The Society Pûrt ; e. The Potterrow Port; 0, The \V 
st Kirk. or Greyfriars Kirk. with the burial-place; r. !\Iagda\ene Chapel I 3. Potterrow 
Suburbs; 17. Cowgate; 18. The Society. with the Gardens: 19, Meal 
farket; 25. Cit} \Vall i 35. Liberton's \Vynd; 36. Foster"s \V}"nd; 
38, SI Monan's Wynd; 39, Fishrnarket Wynd; 52, Horse Wynd; 56, Beth's Wynd, 


of James IV., chiefly by the pious contributions of quickly repaired, as the windows are still adorned 
l\Iichaell\Iacqueen (or l\Iacquhen), a wealthy citi- with ancient painted glass-the only fragments in 
zen, and afterwards by his wido"", Janet Rhynd. all Scotland which have survived the Reformation, 
The hospital--designed to accommodate a chap- r and contain the ro) al arms of Scotland, encircled 
lain and seven poor men-and the c112.pel, the little bv a wreath of thistles, and those of the Queen 
I 
square spire of which (with its gargoyles formed like Regent Mary of Guise, within a \\ reath of laurel, 
cannon, each with a baIl stuck in its mouth) is with the shields of the founder ami foundress within 
nearly lost amid the towering modern edifices which ornamental borders. These probably date from 
surround it-were dedicated to St. ;\[ary Magda- I 155ú, in which year we find that "The baiIlies and 
lene, and by the will of the founrlers were left in I counsale ordainis the thesaurer to mak ane powpet 
trust to the Corporation of Hammermen, by whom I to Maister Ale}.ander S) 111 to reirl in the Magrlalene 
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Chapel, and quhat expensis he makis thaeron When the distinguished Refonner John Craig 
sal be allowit to him in his accomptis." returned to Scotland at the Reformation-escaping 
In one window, a Saint Bartholomew has 
rom Rome on the very day before he was to perish 
strangely escaped the destructive mobs of 1559 and In a great auto-da-.ft-after an absence of twenty- 
1688; but its tints are far inferior to the deep 
our years,. he preached for some time in this chapel 
crimson and gold of the royal arms. It is remark- In the Latin language, to a select congregation of 
able that one other feature has also escaped destruc- the learned, being unable from long disuse to hold 
tion, the tomb of Janet Rhynd, with the following forth in the Scottish tongue. He was subse- 
ir:scription in ancient Gothic characters:- quently appointed colleague to John Knox, and 
1geir I!lis ane I)onorallil !Doman, ]ilnel l'l!!nb'. !)e is distinguished in history for having defied even 
5:!lOUS of umqul)iI lli1icrl fttilkqul)en. llurgess Bothwell, by refusing to publish the banns of his 
of 
. founb'er of !)Is plilee, anb' b'eeessit !)e marriage with Mary, and also for ha\'Ìng written the 
Uti 'Oil!) of IBecemr., 'i:'\o bno jl:kb'bli. National Covenant of 15 8 9. 
Impaled in one shield, the arms of the husband The General Assembly of 1578 met in the 
and wife are in the centre of the sculptured stone, Magdalene Chapel, and on tlie 3 0th of June, 1685, 
which is now level with a platform at the east end the headless body of the Earl of Argyle-whose 
of the chapel for the accommodation of the officials skull was placed on the north gable of the Tolbooth 
of the Corporation. -was deposited here, prior to its conveyance to 
The hospital was founded in 1504--nine years Kilmun-the tomb of the Campbells-in Argyle- 
before Flodden; but the charter by which its perma- shire. 
nent establishment is secured by Janet Rhynd, who Among the sculpture above the door of the chapel 
gave personally 1),000 Scots, is supposed to have there remains an excellent figure of an Edinburgh 
been dated about 1545 in the reign of Mary, and 
ammerman of 1555 in the costume of the period, 
as one of the last deeds executed for a pious pur- In doublet and trunk-breeches, with peaked beard 
pose, is now remarkable in its tenor. and moustache, with a hammer in his right hand 
The chapel is decorated at its east end with the The arms of the corporation are azure, a hammer 
royal arms, those oi the city, and of the twenty- proper, en signed with the imperial crown. 
two corporations forming the ancient and honoura- St. Eligius, Bishop and Confessor, was the 
ble Incorporation of Hammennen, "the guardians patron of the Edinburgh hammermen; but, as 
of the sacred banner, the Blue Blanket, on the un- the Scots always followed the French mode and 

urling of which every liege burgher of the kingdom terms, he has always been known as St. Eloi, 
IS hound to answer the summons." whose altar in St. Giles's Church was the property 
On the walls are numerous tablets recording the of the co.rporation, .It was the most eastern of the 
names and gifts of benefactors. The oldest of chapels In that anCient fane. The keystone of 
these is supposed to be a daughter of the founders I this chapel alone is preserved. It is a richly- 
.. Isabel l\Iacquhane, spouse to Gilbert Lauder: sculptured. boss formed, of four 
ragon
 with dis- 
merchant burgess of Edinburgh, who bigged ye I tended. WIngs, each different In de
lgn. . Th.e 
cross-house, and mortified L5 0 out of the Caus- 
entre IS for
led by a large flower, m which IS 
sl3.fo1d, anno 1555." "John Spens, burgess of mserted the Iron hook, wh
reat h.ung the voti
e 
Edinburgh," tells another tablet, "bestowed 100 I lamp over. the .altar of St. Elm, who IS referred to In 
lods of Wesland lime for building the stipel of thi all the hlstoncal documents of the corporation." 
chapell, anno 1621." s According to the Bollandists, he had been a gold- 
Ele'"en years after the quaint steeple was built smith ea
ly in life, and became master of the Mint 
a bell was hung in it, which bears round it, in large to Clotalre II., on so
e of, whose gold coins his 
Roman characters,- name appears. He died BIshop of N oyon about 
659, and Kincaid in his history (1794) says that 
in the Hammermen's Hall a relic of him is shown, 
" called St. Eloi's gown." This was probably some 
IS garment which had clothed a statue. 
The chapel proper has latterly become the pro- 
perty of the Protestant Institute of Scotland, whose 
chambers are close by at 17, George IV. Bridge. 
I t is impossible to quit this localitv without some 


SOLI DEO GLORIA MICHAEl. BURGERHUYS 'IE FECIT. 
A1>.NO 1632. 


And underneath, in letters about half the size 
the legend, ' 
God blis the Ha1ll11lermell of .JJfagdalm Chaþe/. 
The bell is still rung, though not for the objects 
detailed in the will of Janet Rhynd, and in 1641 
it was used to summon the congregation of the 
Greyfriars, who paid for its lIse ;6'40 ScOtS} early. 


· An engra\ing of thi> l.e>'tune "ill be lound on p. 147. 
Vol. I. 
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reierence to those trades which form the United 
Incorporation of Hammermen, and to the old city 
companies and trades in general. 
"The Hammerer's SeiIl of Cause," was issued 
on the :2nd 
lay, 1483, by Sir Patrick Baron of 
Spittalfield, Knight, Provost of the City, Patrick 
Balbirnie of that ilk, David Crawford of St. Giles's 
Grange, and Archibald Todrig, being bailies; and 
under the general name are included at that time, 
blacksmiths, goldsmiths, lorimers, saddlers, cut- 
lers, buckler-makers, armourers , .. and all others 
within the said burgh of Edinburgh." Pewterers 
were afterwards included, and a heckle-maker so 
lately as 1609. By the rule of the corporation it 
was statute and ordained, that "na hammerman, 
maister, feitman, servand, nor utheris, tak vpon 
hand fra this tyme furth, to exercise or use ony 
m:lir craftis but alanerly ane, and to live thairupon, 
sua that his brether craftismen be not hurt thrau 
his large exercitation and exceeding of boundis," 
&c. And all the privileges of the hammermen 
were ratified by Act of Parliament so recently 
as September, [Ó81, when shearsmiths appear as 
members of the corporation. In those days all the 
operations of industry were treated as secrets. 
Each trade was a craft, and those who followed 
it were called craftsmen; and skilled artisans were 
"cunning men." (Smiles.) 
The Hammermen's seal bears the effigy of St. 
Eloi, in apostolical vestments, in a church porch 
surmounted by five pinnacles, holding in one hand 
a hammer, and in the other a key, with the legend, 
" Sigillum commulle artis tudialorum." 
By the end of the [6th century the manufacture 
of offensive weapuns predominated over all other 
trades in the city. The essay-þÎece of a cutler, prior 
to his admission to the corporation, was a well- 
finished "quhinzier," or sword; and there were 
gaird-makers, whose business consisted in fashion- 
ing the hilts; dalmascars, who gilded weapons and 
armour. In 1582 sword blades were damascened 
at Edinburgh; but" Hew Vans, dalmascar, was 
ordained not to buy blades to sell again," his busi- 
ness being confined to gilding steel. There were 
also the belt-makers, who wrought military girdles; 
dag-makers, who made hackbutts (short guns), 
and dags, or pistols; but all these various trades 
became associated in the general one of ar- 
mourers or gunsmiths, as the wearing of weapons 
began to fall into desuetude, and other arts con- 
nected with civilisation and luxury began to take 
their places. 
In 15ò6 a locksmith is first found in Edinburgh, 
where he was the cnly one, and could only make 
a "kist-lock." Tirling-pins, wooden latches, and 


transom bars, \\ ere the appurtenances of doors 
before his time generally. But by 1609, "as the 
security of property increased," says Chambers, 
"the essay was a kist-lock and a hing and bois 
lock with ane double plate lock;" and, in 16--1-4, 
" a key and sprent band were added to the essay." 
In 168:2 "a cruik and cruik band" were further 
added; and in 1728, for the safety of the liege
 
the locksmiths' essay was appointed to be " a cruik 
and cruik-band, a pass-lock with a round filled 
bridge, not cut or broke in the backside, with nobs 
and jamb bound." The trade of a shearsmith 
appears first in 1595 in Edinburgh, and in 161 3 
Thomas Duncan, the first tinkler in the city was 
admitted a hammerman. The trade of a pewterer 
is found as far back as 1588; the first knock- 
maker (or clockmaker) appears in 1647, but his 
business was so limited that he added thereto 
the making of locks. (" Traditions of. Edin.") In 
166--1- the first white iron smith was admitted a 
hammennan, and the first harness-maker, though 
lorimers-manufacturers of the iron-work used in 
saddlery-were members since q83. The first 
maker of surgical instruments in Edinburgh was 
Paull\Iartin, a French Protestant refugee, in 1691. 
In J7:20 the first pin-maker appears; and in 176--1- 
the first edge,tool maker, and the first manufacturer 
of fish-hooks. 
By the first charter of the hammermen all ap- 
plicants for admission were examined by the 
deacons and masters of their respective arts, as to 
their qualifications; and any member found guilty 
of a breach of anyone of the articles contained in 
their charter, was fined eight shillings Scots towards 
the support of the corporation's altar of S1. Eloi in 
S1. Giles's Church and the chaplain thereof. The 
goldsmiths were separated from the hanlmermen in 
1581 ; but since then many other crafts have joined 
them, including gunsmiths, watchmakers, founders, 
braziers, and coppersmiths. 
The cordiners, or shoemakers, were first created 
into a society by the magistrates on the 28th of 
July, J --1-49 (according to l\Iaitland), in tenns of 
which each master of the trade who kept a booth 
within the town, paid one penny Scots, and their 
servants one halfpenny, to\\ards the support of 
their altar of St. Crispin, in S1. Giles's Church. A 
new seal of cause was granted to them in 1509, and 
another in 1586, which enacted that their shops were 
not to be open on Sundays after 9 -\. '1., and that no 
work was to be done on that day under pain of twenty 
shillings fine. It also regulated the days of the 
week on which leather boots and shoes could be sold 
by strangers in booths. This charter was con finned 
on 6th March, 1598, by Jamp.s VI., in considera. 
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tion of "the goodwill and thankful service done to under the paine of confiscation of the same for His 
us by our servitor, Alexander Crawford, present Majesty's use." Edinburgh has always been the 
deacon of the said cordiners and his brethren," chief seat of the leather trade in Scotland, and the 
We first hear of a kind of" strike," in the trade in troops raised after the American War were entirely 
1 768, when the cordiners entered into a cOlnbi- supplied with shoes from there. 
nation not to work without an increase of wages, I In 1475 the wrights and masons were granted 
and reduction of hours. The masters prosecuted the aisle and chapel of S1. John in the same church, 
their men, many of whom were fined and im- when their seal of cause was issued. Their charter 
prisoned, for" entering into an unlawful combina- I was confinned in 1517 by the Archbishop of S1. 
tion," as the sheriff termed their trade.union. Andrews. in 1527 by James v., and in 1635 by 
, - . 
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THE CHAPEL A:oID HOSPITAL OF ST. MARY 
!AGDALE:oIE. (Afleran Etcloin;; þNblisMdill ,8,6) 
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The skinners would seem to have been created 
into a corporation in 1474, but references to the 
trade occur in the Burgh Records at an earlier 
date. Thus, in 1450, there is recorded an obliga- 
tion by the skinners, undertaken by William Skyn- 
ner, in the name of the whole, to support the 
altar of 81. Crispin in S1. Giles's Church, .. in the 
fourth year of the pontificate of :Nicholas the Fifth;" 
and a seal of cause was issued to the skinners 
and furriers conjointly in 1533, wherein they were 
bound to uphold the shrine of S1. Christopher in 
51. Giles's, and several Acts of Parliament were 
passed for their protection. One, in 1592, pro- 
hibits "all transporting and carrying forth the 
realm, of calves-skinnes, huddrones, and kId- 
skins, packing and peilling thereof, in time coming. 


Charles I. In 1703, by decree of the Court of 
Session, the bow-makers, plumbers, and glaziers, 
were added to the masons; and to the wrights 
were added the painters, slaters, sieve-wrights, and 
coopers, These incorporated trades held their 
meetings in S1. :\Iary's Chapel, Kiddry's Wynd, and 
were known as "The United Incorporation of S1. 
Mary's Chapel." 
In 1476 the websters were incorporated, and 
bound to uphold the altar of 51. Simon in 81. 
GIles's, and it was specially stipulated that "the 
priest shall get his meat." Cloth was made in 
those days by the weavers much in the same 
fashion that is followed in the remote Highland 
districts, where the wool is carded and spun by the 
females of the household; but Edinburgh was one 
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of the first places where woollen goods were made, 
and had, at one time, the most important wool 
market in Britain. 
The hatmakers were formed into a corporation 
in 1473, when ten masters of the craft presented 
a petition to that effect; but the bonnet-makers 
did not receive their seal of cause till 1530, prior to 
which they had been united with the walkers and 
shearers, with whom they were bound to uphold 
the altar of S1. Mark in S1. Giles's Church. In 
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the articles and conditions it contained; but it is 
said that a seal was not issued. In 1508, Thomas 
Greg, "Kirk-ma')ter of the flescheour craft," on 
behalf of the same, brought before the Council a 
complaint, that certain persons, not freemen of the 
craft or the burgh, interfered with their privileges, 
and had them forbidden to sell meat, except on 
Sunday and Monday, the free market days, "quhill 
thai obtene thair fredome." 
The coopers were incorporated in 1489, binding 
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1685 an Act of Parliament con finned all their themselves to uphold the altar of St John in S1. 
privileges, together with those of the litsters, or Giles's Church. 
dyers. About the mirldle of the seventeenth century, The walkers obtained their seal of cause in 
owing to the spread of the use of hats, instead of August, 1500, They had an altar in the same 
the national bonnet, among the upper classes, this I church derlicated to SS. Mark, Philip, and Jacob, 
society was reduced to so low a condition that to which the following among other fees were 
its members could not support their families or the paid:- 
expense of a society. I Each master, on taking an apprentice paid ten 
The fleshers were a very old corporation, but shillings Scots; and on any master taking into his 
the precise date of their charter is not very clear, I service, either the apprentice or journeyman of any 
In 1483 regulations concerning the fleshers deal- I other master, he paid twenty shillings Scots; if any 
ing in fish in Lent, &c., were issued by the magis- I craftsman was found working with cards in the 
trates, whom they petitioned in q88 for a seal of country, he was to forfeit the sum of fifteen shillings 
cause, which petition was taken into consideration hy Scots, to be equally divided bet\\een the work of 
the Council, who ratified and confirmed the whole of St. Giles's, their altar, and the informer. It is also 
82 
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provirled by the said charter, that each person com-I The sole privilege of baking bread within the city 
mencing- business for himself shall be worth three was vested in its members but bread baked with- 

 I' 
pairs of shears, and of ability to pay for one stock out the walls might be sold, the corporation having, 
of white cloth, whereby he may be in a condition however, control over it, or the power of examining 
to make good any damages to those who employ the weight and qU<llity of "the flour baiks and 
him. fadges that cumes fra landwart into this toune to 
In the same year (1500) the tailors were incor- I sell." 
porated on the 26th August, prior to which, as a I The city recorrls contain many references to the 
society, they possessed the altar of S1. Anne in S1. I Baxters before the date above given. Thus in 
Giles's, and they only had their old rules and regu- 1 1443, the time when they might bake and sell 
lations embodied in their charter from the Council. "mayne breid," was only at "Whitsunday, 81. 
Another seal of cause was issued to them thirty I Giles's Mass, Yule and Pasche." In 1482, in buying 
years afterwards, in the reign of James V. I flour from beyond the sea they were to pay multure, 
The Corporation of Candlemakers first appears as if from the common mills. In 1503 Ba'l.ters 
in IS 17. They had no altar of their own in S1. : convicted of baking cakes that were under weight 
Giles's, but certain fines provided by their charter I were threatened with penalties. In 1510 there 
were to be paid towards the sustenance of any was an agreement between the farmers of the 
" misterfull alter within the College Kirk of Sanct city mills and the Baxters as to grinding at the 
Geils." The craftsmen were forbidden to send mills, with reference to the quantities to be ground 
boys or servants to sell candles in the streets, under when water was scarce. In 1523 the Baxters 
pain of forfeit, and paying "ane pund of walx were ordained to "baik thair breid sufficientlie 
to Our Lady altar, after the first fault;" two and weill dryit j" the twopenny loaf to weigh ten 
pounds of wax for the second, and such punishment ounces from thenceforward, "under pain of tynsale 
as the magistrates may award for the third. No I of their fredome," and escheat of the bread, which 
member was to take an apprentice for less than is to be marked with their irons as heretofore. In 
four years, and all women were to be "expellit the I April, 1548, the city Baxters were ordered to fur- 
said craft, bot freemennis wyffes of the craft nish bread for the army in the field at a given rate, 
allanerlie." I and the corporation promised to do so, in the pre- 
The above charter was confirmed by James VI. sence of the Lords Dunkeld, Rothes, Galloway, 
in 1597, though the corporation lost the privilege I Dunfermline, and Seaton; but in July the troops 
in 1582 of sending a member to the Common would seem to have declined to receive the bread 
Council, by failing to produce their charter, and which the trade had on hand; thus" outland Bax- 
signing the reference made in that year to the ters were charged not to bring any bread to market 
arbiters. appointed by James, at the time the late I for three days." 
constitution of the, burgh was established, and re-I We have elsewhere (Vol. 1.,382-3) had occasion 
mained unchanged till the passing of the Reform to refer to the Corporation of Barber-surgeons, 
Bill in 1832. I whose charter, dated 1st July, 1505, binds them 
We may here mention that a manufactory for to "uphold ane altar in the College Kirk of Sanct 
soap is first mentioneJ, 23rd November, 1554, Geill, in honour of God and Sanct Mongow:' They 
when the magistrates granted a "license to J ohnne were bound to know something of anatomy, the 
Gaittis, Inglisman, to brew saip within the fredome I "nature and complexioun of every member of 
of this burgh for the space of ane yeir nixt heir- humanis (sic) body," and all the veins of the same, 
after;" and to sell the same in lasts, half-lasts, ,and "in quhilk member the signe has dtl1l111zation 
barrels, half-barrels, and firkins. But after this, till for the time," &c. 
about 1621 , it was chiefly imported from Flanders. I In 1542 we read of four surgeons sent from the 
The Baxters (or bakers) obtained their charter city to the borders, for the care of those wounded by 
on the 20th of March, 1522, but the trade must the English. ("Pitcairn'sTrials," 1) Andinl558 
have possessed one before, as it sets forth that in the corporation sent twenty-five of their number, 
times of trouble the original document had been lost. including apprentices, to join the force raised for 
By this seal of cause it appears that they had in the defence of Edinburgh against" our auld inemyes 
S1. Giles's an altar dedicated to "Sanct Cubart." of Ingland." (" List of Fellows, R.eS. Edin.") By 
But the chaplain thereof, instead of being supported Queen .Mary they were exempted from serving on 
by fines, as the priests of the other corporations assiæs. 
were, obtained his food by going from house to I The arms of this corporation were azure, on a 
house among the members of the guild in rotation. [esse argent, a naked man fesse-ways, between a 
J 
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dexter hand palmed, and in its palm an eye. In I "Item, to Kynnard, ye barbour, for tua teith 
the dexter canton, a saltire argent, under the im- drawin furtht of his hed be the King, xviii sh." 
perial crown, sunnounted by a thistle; amI in base The barbers were frequently refractory, and 
a castle argent, masoned sable, within a border, brought the surgeons into the Court of Session to 
charged with instruments used by the society. To adjust rights, real or imagined. But after the union 
the surgeons were added the apothecaries. of the latter with the apothecaries, they gave up 
James IY" one of the greatest patrons of art and the barber craft, and were formed into one corpo- 
science in his time, dabbled a little in surgery and ration by an Act of Council, on the 25th February, 
chemistry, and had an assistant, John the Leeche, 1657, as already mentioned in the account of 
whom he brought from the Continent. Pitscottie the old Royal College of Surgeons. 
tells us that James was "ane singular guid chirur- The first admitted aft\;r the change, was Chris- 
gione," and in his daily expense book, sinb'1llar topher Irving, recorded as "ane free chirurgone," 
entries occur in 1491, of payments made to people without the usual words "and barber," after his 
to let him bleed them and pull their teeth:- name, He was physician to James \'11., and from 
" Item, to ane fallow, because the King pullit him the Irvings of Castle Irving, in Ireland, are 
furtht his twtht, xviii shillings. descended. 
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The Candlemaker Row-The" Cun2ie Nook "-Time of Charles I.-The Candlemakers' Hall-The Affair of Dr, Symons-The Society, 159 8 - 
Brown Square-Prùposed S.alue to George 111., '76.-Disti.guished Inhabiran.s-SirIsIay Campbell-Lord Glenlee-Haigof Beimerside 
-Sir John Leslie-lI1issJeannie Ellio.- -\rgyle Square-Origin of i.-Dr, Hugh Blair-The Suuies of that Ilk-Trades lI1aiden Hospital- 
-:\Iinto House and the Ellio.s-New lI1edicai School-Bap.is. Church-Chambers Street-lndustrialll1useum of Science and Art-Its 
Great Hall and adjoining H..IIs-Aim of the Architect-Contents and lI10dels briefly glanced at-!'iew WaU Insti.ution and School of 
Arts-Phrenologõcal lIIu:;eum-Xew Free Tron Church-New Training College of .he Church of Scotland-The Den.al Hospit.J-The 
Theatre of Yariedes. 


THE Candlemaker Row is simply the first portion 
of the old way that led from the Grassmarket and 
Cowgate-head, where Sir John Inglis resided in 
17 84, to the lands of Bristo, and thence on to 
Powburn; and it was down this way that a portion 
of the routed Flemings, with Guy of Namur at their 
head, fled towards the Castle rock, after their 
defeat on the Burghmuir in 1335, 
In Charles I.'s time a close line of street with a 
great open space behind occupied the whole of the 
east side, from the Greyfriars Port to the Cowgate- 
head. The west side was the boundary wall of the 
churchyard, save at the foot, where two or three 
houses appear in 1647, one of which, as the Cunzie 
Nook, is no doubt that referred to by Wilson as 
"a curious little timber-fronted tenement, sur- 
mounted with antique crow-steps; an open gallery 
projects in front, and rude little shot-"indows admit 
the light to the decayed and gloomy chambers 
therein." This , we presume, to be the Cunzie Nook, 
a place where the Mint h:ld no doubt been estab- 
lished at some early period, possibly during some 
of the strange proceedings in the Regency of Mary 
of Guise, when the Lords of the Congregation 
" past to Holyroodhous, and tuik and intromettit 
with the ernis of tllC Cunzehous," 


On the west side, near the present entrance to 
the churchprd of the Greyfriars, stands the hall of 
the ancient Corporation of the Candlemakers, which 
gave its name to the Row, with the arms of the 
craft boldly cut over the doorway, on a large, oblong 
panel, and, beneath, their appropriate motto, 
Oll/nia 11Iani.festa fuct. 
Intemally, the hall is subdivided into many resi- 
dences , smaller accommodation sufficing for the 
fraternity in this age of gas, so that it exists little 
more than in name. In 1847 the number of its 
members amounted to only three, who met periodi- 
cally for various purposes, connected with the cor- 
poration and its funds, 
Edgar's plan shows, in. the eighteenth century, the 
close row of houses that existed along the whole of 
the west side, from the Bristo Port to the foot, and 
nearly till Forrest Road was opened up in a line 
with the central Meadow WaU... 
Humble though thi
 locality may seem now, Sir 
James Dunbar, Bart., of Durn, renteù Ko. 21 in 
1810, latterly a carting office. In those days the 
street was a place of considerable bu
tle; the 
Hawick dilligence started t\\ ice weekly from 
Paterson's Inn, a well-known hostel in its time,. 
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and weekly thirty-two carriers put up in the same 
quarter. 
In that year the Candle maker Row was the scene 
of a tragedy that excited great attention at the 
time-the slaughter of a noted ruffian named J olm 
Boyd, an inhabitant of the street, by Dr. Symons 
of the 51st or Edinburgh Regiment of 
Iilitia, 
on the night of the 2nd August, for which, after 
being out on bail under .;[500, he was brought 
hefore the High 
Court of Justiciary 
onacharge of murder. 
It would appear 
that about midnight 
])1'. Symons, after 
being at a dinner- 
party in Buccleuch 
1'lace, W,lS on his 
way through the Row 
to the Castle, ac- 
companied by Lieu- 
tenant Ronalòson of 
the same regiment , 
when opposite Pater- 
son's Inn they were 
attacked by two men, 
one of whom, a 
notorious disturber of 
the peace, struck the 
doctor a blow behind 
the neck, and sub- 
sequently attempted 
to wrest his sword 
away, knocking him 
down and kicking 
him at the same time. 
Staggering to his 
feet, and burning with 
rage, the doctor drew 
his sword and pursued his assailant down the 
Row to Merchant Street, when a fresh' struggle 
ensued, and Boyd was run through the boòy 
and left bleeding in the gutter, where he was 
found dead, while the doctor was totally ignorant 
that he had injured him so severely. The generally 
infamous character of the deceased being proved, 
the Lord Justice Clerk, Charles Hope, summed up 
to the effect, "that the charge of murder was by no 
means brought home to the prisoner; that what he 
had done was altogether in self-defence, and the 
natural Ï1'!1pulse of the moment, from being attacked, 
beaten, knocked down, and grievously insulted," 
The jury returned a verdict of "Not Guilty," and 
the doctor was dismissed from the bar, anò lived 
long years after as a practitioner in the country. 
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In the open space referred to, eastward of Candle- 
maker Row, Gordon of Rothiemay shows us (see 
p, 26 I) the ancient buildings known as the Society, 
fonning an oblong quadrangle, lying east and west, 
with open ground to the north and south, the 
former sloping dOI\ n to the Cowgate, and planted 
with trees, These buildings, the last of which 
-a curiously picturesque group, long forming the 
south-east quarter of what was latterly Brown 
Square - were only 
removed when Cham- 
ùers Street was made 
in 1871, and were 
huilt by a society of 
brewers established 
in 1598. 
It was built upon 
a piece of ground 
,
 q .:1/1' that belonged of old 
to the com cnt of 
Sienna (at the 
Sciennes), and was a 
corporation for the 
bre\\ing of ale and 
beer, commodities 
which have ever been 
foremost among the 
staple productions of 
Edinburgh, and the 
name of "Society" 
accorded to that 
quarter, remained as 
a tradition of the 
.;.;:.__.
I
._
 _ :lncient company long 
after it had passed 
away. An English- 
man who visited 
Edinburgh in 1598, 
wrote :-" The Scots 
drink pure wines, not with sugar as the English; 
yet at feasts they put comfits in the wine, after the 
French manner, but they had not our vintners' 
fraud to mix their wines. I did never see nor 
hear that they have any public inns; but the 
better sort of citizens brew ale, their usual drink, 
which will distemper a stranger's body." 
The usual allowance of ale at table then, was a 
chopin, equal to about an imperial pint, to each 
person. Though Edinburgh ale is still famous, 
private brewing is no longer practised. 
A curious fragment of the old town wall was 
built into the southern edifices of the Socicty, and 
portions of them may remain, where an old estab. 
lished inn once stood, long known as the Hole in 
the Irall. 
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In this quarter a fashionable boa"rding-school Dykes. This might have been prevented had the 
for young ladies was established in the middle of magistrates contrived to acquire a piece of ground 
the last century by Mrs. Janet Murray, widow of south of the Old Town, which was offered to them 
Archibald Campbell, collector of th:: customs at for only .1;1,200, but which was purchased by a 
Preston pans. She died in the Society in 1770, I builder and architect named George Bro\\ n, a brother 
and the establishment was then conducted by her I of Brown of Lindsaylands and Elliston. He was 
friends under the name of " 
Irs. Murray's Boarding the projector and builder of George Square, and 
SchooL" also built the large house of Bellevue (for General 
To those who remember it in its latter days the I Scott of Balcomie), which stood so long in Drum- 
locality seems a strange one for a young ladies' I mond Place. 
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school; but Lord Hailes, after removing from I On the ground acquired so cheaply he proceeded 
Todrig's Wynd, occupied a house in "The So- at once to erect, in 1763-4, houses that were 
ciety," before locating himself in 
ew Street. I deemed fine mansions, and found favour with the 
Brown Square, now nearly swept away, was a upper classes, before a stone of the New Town 
small oblong place, about 200 feet east and west, I was laid. Repenting of their mistake, the magis- 
by 150 north and south. During the long delay trates offered Mr. Brown f, 2,000 for the ground; 
which took place between the first project of having but he, perceiving the success of his scheme, de- 
a New Town, and building a bridge that was to manded .;[20,000, so the city relinquished the 
lead to it, a rival town bt'gan to spring up in idea, The square was quickly finished on nearly 
another quarter, which required neither a bridge three sides, including the Society, ánd one old 
nor an Act of Parliament, nor even the unanimity I mansion having an octagon turnpike stair, dated 
of several interested proprietors to mature it, and I7 18, at the north-east comer next Crombie's Close, 
it soon b::came important enough to counteract for and became filled with inhabitants of a good class, 
some years the extension by the ridge of the Lang while George Square rose collaterally with it. 
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Till about 1780 the inhabitants of these districts 
formed a distinct class of themselves, and had their 
own places of amusement, independent of all the 
rest of the city. Nor was it until the Kew Town 
was rather far advanced that the soullt side lost its 
attractions; and we are told that, singular as it 
may appear, there was one instance, if not more, of 
a gentleman living and dying in this southern dis- 
trict without having once visited, or even seen, the 
New Town, although at the time of his death it 
had extended westward to Castle Street. (Scott's 
" Provincial Antiquities.") 
In the notes to "Redgauntlet," the same author 
tells us, that in its time Brown Square was hailed 
"as an eMremely elegant improvement" on Edin- 
burgh residences, even with its meagre plot of 
grass and shabby iron railings. It is here he 
places the house of Saunders F.tirford, where Alan 
is described as first beholding the mysterious Lad)' 
GreelZlIla1tlle, and as being so bewildered with her 
appearance, that he stood as if he had been 
senseless. " The door was opened, out she went, 
walked along the pavement, turned down the 
close (at the north-east end of the square leading 
into the Cowgate), and put the sun, I believe, 
into her pocket when she disappeared, so sud- 
denly did dulness and darkness sink down on the 
square when she was no longer visible." 
To show how much this new locality was thought 
of, we will here quote a letter in the EdÙlburgh 
Adz'erliser of 6th March, 1764 (Vol. I.):- 
"Sir,-With pleasure I have observed of late 
the improvements we are making in this metropolis, 
and there is nothing which pleases me more than 
the taste for elegant buildings, than which nothing 
can be a greater ornament to a city, or give a 
stranger a greater impression of the improvement 
of the inhabitants in polite and liberal arts. 
" That very elegant square, called Brown Square, 
which, in my opinion, is a very great beauty to the 
town, is now almost finished, and last day the 
green pasture was railed in. N ow, I think, to 
complete the whole, an elegant statue in the 
middle would be well worth the expense; and I 
dare say the gentlemen who possess houses there 
would not grudge a small sum to have that part 
adorned with an equestrian statue of his present 
1Iajesty George the Third, and which I should think, 
would be contributed to by public subscriptions, 
set a-foot for that purpose, While we are thus 
making such improvements, I am surprised no- 
body has ever mentioned an improvement on our 
College [the old one was then extant] which, as it 
now is, gives strangers but an unfavourable idea of 
our University, which, however, is at present so 


flourishing. To ha\'e a handsome buildin& 
for that purpose is surely the desire of every good 
citizen. This could be easily accomplishcd by 
various means. Suppose a lottery should be pro- 
posed, every student I dare say would take a 
ticket, and I would venture to ensure the success 
of it." 
But George III. was fated not to have a statue 
either in Brown Square or Great King Street, ac- 
cording to a suggestion some sixty years after- 
wards; yet as a proof that the square was deemed 
alike fashionable and elegant, we may enumerate 
some of those who resided there. Among them. 
were the Dowager Lady Elphinstone (daughter of 
John sixth Earl of Wigton) who had a house here 
in 1784; Henry Dundas (afterwards Yiscount 
Melville), when a member of the :Faculty of Advo- 
cates; Sir Islay Campbell, Bart., of Succoth, in the. 
days when it was the custom of the senators to 
walk to court in the morning, with nicely powdered 
wigs, and a small cocked hat in the hand-a prac- 
tice retained nearly to the last by Lord Glenlee. 
Sir Islay \\as afterwards Lord President, and 
bought Lord Melville's house in Brown Square, 
and after a time removed to York Place. 
His successor in the same residence, No. 15, 
was John Anstruther of that ilk, Advocate, with 
whom resided the family of Charles Earl of 
Traquair, whose mother was a daughter of Sir 
Philip Anstruther of Anstrutherfield. Other resi- 
dents were Lord Henderland and the future Lord 
President Blair of Avontoun, both when at the bar" 
and William Craig, afterwards a Lord of Justiciary 
in 1792; Sir John :Forbes-Drummond, when a 
captain of the Royal Navy, and before he became 
Baronet of Hawthornden; Henry Mackenzie, the. 
ubiquitous" Man of :Feeling; " Lord \V oodhouselee, 
and the Lord President Miller, whose residence 
was the large house (No. 17) with the painted front, 
on the north side, the interior of which, with its, 
frescoes and panelings, is now one of the finest 
specimens remaining of a fashionable Edinburgh, 
mansion of the eighteenth century; and therein 
lived and died ,his son Lord Glenlee, who (ullti/ll1S 
Scotorlllll I) resisted the attraction of three succes- 
sive New Towns, to which all his brethren had, 
long before fled. 
He retained, until within a few years of his death
 
the practice referred to, of walking daily to Court, 
hat in hand, with a powdered wig, through Brown 
Square, down Crombie's Close, across the Cowgate, 
and up the Back Stairs to the Parliament House, 
attcndcd by his valet, and always scrupulously 
dressed in black. In J 838, when nearly eighty 
years of age, this grand lord of the old school" 
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agreeable old lady, with a prodigious fund of 
Scottish anecdote, but did not appear to have been 
handsome." Miss Tytler describes her, when 
advanced in years, to have been a little delicate 
old woman, in a close cap, ruffle, and ample snow- 
white neckerchief; her eyebrows well arched, but 
having a nose and mouth that belonged to an 
expressive, rather than a handsome face. She 
generally went abroad in a sedan. 
Eastward of this quarter lay Argyle Square (now 
swept away to make room for Chambers Street), an 
open area of 150 feet long, by the same in breadth, 
including the front gardens of the houses on the 
north side. The houses were all massive, con- 
venient, and not inelegant, and in some instances, 
'The family have possessed the estate for many three storeys in height. The exact date of its being 
centuries. "The grandfather of the present pro- built seems doubtful, tradition takes it back nearly 
prietor of Beimerside," wrote Scött in 1802, "had I to 173 0 , and it is said to have been named from 
twelve daughters before his lady brought him a the following circumstances :-A tailor named 
male heir. The common people trembled for their I Campbell having got into the graces of his 
favourite soothsayer. The late Mr. Haig was at chief, the great John Duke of Argyle and Green- 
length born, and their belief in the prophecy con- wich, was promised the first favour that peer's 
nrnled beyond the shadow of a doubt." acquaintance or interest might throw in his way. 
No. 14 was the residence of stout and portly Accordingly, on the death of George I., the Duke 
Sir John Leslie, Bart., K.H" Professor of Natural having early intelligence of the event, let his clans- 
History in the University, the celebrated mathe- man, the tailor, instantly know it, and the latter, 
matician, the successor of Playfair, who died in before his brethren in the trade were aware, bought 
1832; and though mentioned last, not least, this up all the black cloth in the city, and forthwith 
now nearly defunct square held the residence of drove such a trade in supplying the zealous 'rhigs 
Miss Jeannie Elliot, authoress, about the middle of with mourning suits at his own prices, that he 
the last century, of the song" The Flowers of shortly realised a little fortune, wherewith he laid 
the Forest," who is said to have composed it in the foundation of a greater. 
consequence of a wager with her brother that she He began to build the first houses of this square, 
could not write a ballad on the subject of Flodden and named it Argyle in honour of his patron, and 
as they were driving homeward one evening in the much of it appears to have been finished when 
carriage. "Yielding," says the biographer of the Edgar drew his first plan of the city in 1742. In 
"Songstresses of Scotland," "to the influence of the plan of 1765 the whole of the south side was 
the moment, Jean accepted the challenge. Lean- still called Campbell's New Buildings. But prior 
ing back in her corner with all the most mournful to any edifice being erected here, a retired book- 
stories of the country-side for her inspiration, and seller of the Parliament Close, who had once been 
two lines of an old ballad which had often rung in Lord Provost, built himself a mansion in what he 
her ears and trembled on her lips for a foundation, deemed a very rustic and suburban quarter, at the 
she planned and constructed the rude framework head of Scott's Close, latterly used as a ministers' 
of her 'Flowers of the Forest,' in imitation of. hall. Prior to that, and after the Provost's death, 
the older song to the same air." it had been the family mansion of Sir Andrew Agnew 
:Miss Elliot of 
Iinto dwelt on the first floor of Lochnaw. 
of a house besiùe the archway or pend which gave Lord Cullen dwelt here in a flat above what was 
access to Brown Square from the Candlemaker in 1824 a grocery store; and in the central house, 
Row, in the south-west comer, opposite the Grey- on the north side, lived Dr. Hugh Blair, the emi- 
friars' Gate. She spent the latter part of her life nent divine and sermon writer, one of the greatest 
chiefly in Edinburgh, where she mingled a good ornaments of the Scotti
h Church and of his native 
deal in the better sort of society. "I have been capital; and in that house (when he was Professor 
told," says Chambers in his" Scottish Songs," "by of Rhetoric) died his wife, on the 9th February, 
one who was admitted in youth to the privileges 1795; she was his cousin Catharine, daughter of 
of her conversation, that she was a. remarkably the Rev. James Bannatyne, a city minister. 
I 


was compelled to have recourse to a sedan chair 
by which he was wont to be carried to Court by 
-George IV. Bridge. He died in No. 17, in 1846, 
surviving for thirty-one years the death of his 
favourite and lamented son, Colonel William Miller 
Qf the 1st Foot Guards, who fell mortally wounded 
at Quatre Bras. 
NO,3 was the residence, in 181 r, of James Haig, 
,of Beimerside and that ilk, who is mentioned in the 
" 
Iinstrelsy of the Scottish Border," with reference 
to the old prophecy said to have been made by 
Thomas the Rhymer, that, 


" Tide tide, whatever betide, 
There 'll aye be a Haig in Beimerside. " 
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Many professors succeeded Blair as tenants of 
the same house; among them, Alexander Chris- 
tison, Professor of Humanity, between 1806 and 
1820, father of the great chemist, Professor Sir 
Robert Christison, Bart. 
In the north-western extremity of the square 
was the mansion of Sir George Suttie, Bart. of 
that ilk, and Balgone in Haddingtonshire, who 
married Janet, daughter of William Grant, Lord 


the two squares which was described as prevailing 
in their amusements-tea-drinking and little fêtes 
at a time when manners in Edinburgh were starched, 
stately, and old-fashioned, as the Customs and ideas 
that were retained, when dying out elsewhere. 
On the east side of this square was the old 
Trades Maiden Hospital, a plain substantial 
edifice, consisting of a central block, having a great 
arched door, to which a flight of steps ascended, 
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OLD HOUSES, SOCIETV, 1852, (Jorom a LJraw;"l{ hy G.org. W, Sun.on.) 


Prestongrange; and here also resided his son, Sir and wings, with a frontage of about 150 feet. It 
James, who, in 1818, succeeded his aunt, Janet was intended for the daughters of decayed trades- 
Grant, Countess of Hyndford, as heir of the line men, and was a noble institution, founded in 17 0 4 
of Prestongrange, and assumed thereby in conse- by the charitable Mrs, Mary Erskine, the liberoll 
quence the additional name and arms of Grant. contributor to the ::\Ierchant Maiden Hospital, and 
Their neighbour was Lady Mary Cochrane, who was indeed the joint foundress of both, 
daughter of Thomas sixth Earl of Dundonald, who In 1794 fifry girls were maintained in the 
died unmarried at an old age. hospital, paying L; [ [3S. 4d. on entrance, and re- 
In 1795 among the residents in Argyle Square ceiving when they left it a bounty of L; 5 16s. 6
d" 
were Sir John Dalrymple, the Ladies Rae, Sutton I for then its re\'enue amounted to only L;600 per 
(dowager), and Reay, Elizabeth Fairlie (dowager of annum. In the process of making Chambers 
George Lord Reay, who died in [768). Isolated I Street this edifice was demolished, and the institu- 
from the rising New To\\n on the north by the tion remO\,ed to Rillbank near the Meadows. 
great mass of the ancient city, and viewing it with I It stood immeùiately opposite Minto House, a 
a species of antagonism and rivalry, we may well handsome and spacious edifice on the north side 
imagine the exclusiveness of the little coteries in of the square, forty-five feet square, on the slope 
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down towards the Cowgate, surrounùed by trees, ".\nd håd it no been for me, 'VIilie," retorted 
and recessed back, within, latterly, a pillared Lord Minto, "the pyets wad hac pyJ..ed }our pow 
carriage entrance, ninety feet from the line of the on the 
etherbow Port." 
street, He was succeeded by his son Sir Gilbert, who 
This was the first town lodging of the family of was also bred to the bar, and on being appointed 
Lord Minto, whose race were wont of old to take Lord Justice Clerk, assumed the title of Minto, 
their share in the rough moss-trooping work of the and died in 1766. His son, the third baronet, was 
Borders, but changed with the new world of things. a man of considerable political and literary 
Sir Gilbert Elliot, when constituted a senator in I abilities, and filled several high official situations. 
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THE FIRST TRADES MAID"-X HOSPITAL. (After SioJt,. and Slvþhn-d,) 


170S, assumed the title of Lord Minto. He had 
made his hit at the bar in rescuing William Veitch, 
a Covenanting minister, from the Scottish Govern- I 
ment, in the last days of the persecution, and is I 
said to have had a hand in the escape of the Earl 
of Argyle from his captivity in Edinburgh; how- 
ever, ht' was compelled to take refuge in Holland; I 
but with the Revolution came the days of change, 
and seventeen years subsequent thereto he fonnd He also wrote a monody on the death of Colonel 
himself on the bench, On the Dumfries circuit he Gardiner at Preston pans, \\ hich is only singular 
met his old client \- eitch, then a parish minister, for being almost the only song of the period not 
and they playfully revcrted to the terrible times of on the Jacobite side. His philosophical corres- 
the past. I pondcnce with Da\-id Hume is quoted \\ith com- 
"Had it no b
en for me, my lord." said Veitch, mendation by Dugald Stewart in "Philosophy of 
"ye'd been writing papers }et, at a pbck a I the Human Mind," and in his "Dissertation 
page." \ prefixed to the scvcnth editIOn of the Fncyclopædia 
83 


He was author of the well-known pastoral beginning, 
in the affected style peculiar to his day- 


.. :\1 y sheep I neglected, I left my sheep-hook, 
And all the gay haunts of my youth I for
ook ; 
1'\0 more for Amynta fresh garlands I wo-e, 
For ambition, I said, wou\rl soon cure me of love; 
Oh ! what had my youth with ambition to do, 
Why left I Amynta? why broke I my vow?" 
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Britannica." In 1763 he was Treasurer of the I in 1876, at a cost of nearly j;6,00o, and on that 
Navy, and died at Marseilles in 17ï7. occasion 322,000 blocks were used. 
For some years after that period Minto House On the south side three hundred and sixty f
et of 
was the residence of Sir William Nairne of Dun- Chambers Street are occupied by the north front 
sinnan, a Judge of the Court of Session, who re- of the University. Over West College Street-of 
moved there from one he had long occupied, before old, the link between the Horse Wynd and 
his promotion to the bench, at the head of the Potterrow-is thrown a glass-covered bridge, con- 
Back Stairs, and in which he had lived as Mr. necting the University with the Museum of Science 
Nairne, at that terrible period of !tis family history, and Art, which, when completed, will occupy the 
when his niece, the beautiful Mrs. Ogilvie, was remaining 400 feet of the north side to where" The 
tried and convicted for murder in 1766. Society"-besides one of Heriot's schools-exists 
He was the last of his line; and when he died, in now in name. 
1811, at an advanced age, his baronetcy became This great and noble museum is in the Venetian 
extinct, and a nephew, his sister's son, assumed Renaissance style, from a design by Captain 
the name and arms of N.lirne of Dunsinnan. Fowkes of the Royal Engineers. The laying of 
The principal entrance to Minto House in those the foundation,stone of this structure, on the 
days was from the Horse Wynd, when it was 23rd of October, 1861, was the last public act of 
noted chiefly as a remnant of the dull and anti- His Royal Highness the Prince Consort. It is 
quatcd grandeur of a former age. It was next founded on plans similar to those of the lntema- 
divided into a series of small apartments, and let tional E)Lhibition buildings in London, and, by the 
to people in the humblest rank of life. But it was }ear 1870, contained-a great hall, 105 feet long, 
not fated to be de-
 oted long to such uses, for the seventy wide, and seventy,seven in height; a hail 
famous surgeon, Mr, (afterwards Professor) Syme, of natural history, 130 feet long, fifty-sen:n feet 
hold it fitted up in 1829 as a surgical hospital for I ,\ide, and seventy-seven in height; a south lull, 
street accidents and other cases. Mr. 
yme re- seventy fcet long, fifty feet wide, and seventy-seven 
tained the old name of Minto House, and the sur- in height; and two other great apartments. When 
gery and practice acquired a world-wide celebrity. completed it will be one of the noblest buildings 
Long the scene of demonstrations and prelections in Scotland. 
of eminent e'\.tra-murallecturers, it was swept away In 1871-4 the edifice underwent extension, the 
in the city improvements, and its successor is now great hall being increased to the length of 270 feet, 
included in Chambers Street, and Ins become the and other apartments being added, \\hich, when 
"New Medical School of Minto House," so that finished, will have a measurement of 400 feet in 
the later traditions of the site \\ill be perpetuated. length, 200 feet in width, with an average of ninety 
Among other edifices demolished in Argyle in height. Already it contains vast collections in 
S<luare, together with the Gaelic Church, "as the natural history, in industrial art, in manufacture, 
Meeting House of the Scottish Baptists, seated for and in matters connected with physical science. 
:qo-one of two sections of that congregation The great aim of the architect has been to have 
established in 1766. every part well-lighted, and for this purpose a glass 
Proceeding Wtstward, from the broad site of roof with open timberwork has been adopted, and 
what was once Adam Square, and the other two the details of the whole structure made as light as 
squares of which we have just given the history, possible, Externally the front is constructed of 
Chambers Street optns before us, a thousand feet in red and white sandstone, and internally a more 
length, with an average of 
eventy in breadth, ex- elaborate kind of decoration has been carried out. 
tending from the South Bridge to that of George IV. Altogether the effect of the building is light, rich, 
It was begun in 1871 under the City Improve- and elegant. In the evenings, when open, it is 
ment Act, and was worthily named in honour of lighted up by means of hori.lOntal iron rods in the 
the Lord Provost Chambers, the chief promoter of roof studded with gas burners, the number of jets 
the new city improvement scheme. . 'Vith the exceeding 5,000. 
then old squares it includes the sites of North The great hall or saloon is a singularly noble 
College Street, and parts of sites of the Horse and I apartment, "ith two galleries. The collection of 
College W)llds, and is edificed into four large I industrial art here comprises illustrations of nearly 
hlocks, three or four storeys high, in ornate öamples all the chief manuf.lctures of the British Isles and 
of the Italian style, with some specimens of the I foreign countries, and the largest collection in the 
French. "orld of the raw products of commerce. It 
Chambers Street was l )aved with "'ooùen blocks possesses sections for mining and qu.m-ying, for 
. I 
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metallurgy and constructive materials, for ceramic guise of various animals, seek to aid or hinùer its 
and vitreous manufactures, the decorative arts, ascent. 
textil
 man
factures, food, education, chemistry, I 
 ear these are placed, 
rst, ilIllstr
tions of colliery 
materIa medica, photography, &c. work, then of metallurgical operatIOns, and lastly, 
The whole floor is covered with articles illustra- the mailufacture of metals. The first, or lower 
tive of the arts of construction, such as products gallery of this hall, contains specimens of the arts 
of the clay-fields, fire and brick clays, and terra- in connection \\ ith clothing, and the textile fabrics 
cottas. Cements and artificial stones stand next generally and their processes; wood, silk, cotton, 
in order, followed by illustrations of the mode of hemp, linen, jute , felt, silk, and straw-hat making, 
quarrying real stone; adjoining these are stones I leatller, fur, and also manufactures from bone, ivory, 
dressed for building purposes, and others carved I horn, tortoise-shell, feathers, hair-gut, gutta-percha, 
for ornamental uses. I india-rubber, &c,; and the upper gallery contains 
Oriental stone carving is illustrated by a set of the collection illustrative of chemistry, the chemical 
magnificent plaster casts from one of the most arts, materia medica, and philosophical instruments. 
famous gates of Delhi, made by order of the The department of machinery contains a speci- 
Indian Gm-ernment, The sanitary appliances used men, presented by the inventor. of Lister's wool 
in building are likewise exhibited here; also slate combing machine, whIch, by providing the means 
and its uses, with materials for surface decorations, of combing long wools mechanically, effected an 
and woods for house timber and furniture. enormous change in the worsted trade of York- 
Among the more prominent objects are large shire. · 
models of Scottish lighthouses, presented by the In the front of the east wing is the lecture 
Commissioners of Northern Lights, of St. Peter's at room, having accommodation for 800 sitters. 
Rome, St Paul's at London, and the Bourse in Above it is a large apartment, seventy feet in 
Berlin, together with a singularly elegant carton- length by fifty broad, containing a fine display of 
pierre ceiling ornament, and finely designed mantel- minerals and fossils. One of the most interesting 
piece, that \\ ere originally prepared for Montagu features in this department is the large and valuable 
House. collection of fos
ils which belonged to Hugh 
In the centre of the hall are some beautiful Miller.' 
specimens of large guns and breechloading field- The ethnologica
 specimens are ranged in hand- 
pieces, with balls and shells, and a fine model of some cases around the walls. The natural his. 
the bridge over the Beulah in Westmoreland. tory hall contains on its ground floor a generai 
A hall devoted to the exhibition of flint and clay collection of mammalia, including a complete 
products, and illustrations of glass and pottery, is grouping of British animals. The first gallery 
in the angle behind the great and east saloons, contains an ample collection of birds and shells, 
The art potteries of Lambeth are here represented &c.; the upper gallery, reptiles and fishes. In 
by beautiful vases and plaques, and other articles the hall is suspended the skeleton of a "hale 
in the style of old Flemish stoneware. There are seventy-nine feet in length. 
also fine examples of the Frenchfi1ÏC1lCt', by Deck On the north side of Chambers Street is the new 
of Paris, including a splendid dish painted by Watt Institution and School of Arts, erected in 
Anker, and very interesting samples of Persian lieu of that of which we have already given a histOi y 
pottery as old as the fourteenth century, in Adam Square. (Vol. 1., pp. 379, 380.) It was 
There is a magnificent collection of Venetian erected in 1872-3 from designs by David Rhind, 
glass, comprising nearly 400 pieces, made by the and is two storeys in height, with a pavilion at 
Abbot Zanetti of Murano, in Lombardy; while its west end, and above its entrance porch the 
modern mosaic work is exemplified by a beautiful handsome statue of James Watt which stood in 
reredos by Salviati, representing the Last Supper. the demolished square. 
The beauty of ancient tile work is here exhi- Beside this institution stands the Phrenological 
bited in some exquisite fragments from Constan- i\luseum, on the north side, forming a conjoint 
tinople. These formed, originally, part of the building with it, and containing a carefully assorted 
several decorations of the mosque of Broussa, in collection of human skulls some of them being of 
Anatolia, which was destro}ed by an earthquake. great antiquity. It was formerly in Surgeon Square, 
In rich blue on a white ground they display a High School Yard, 
variety of curious conceptions, one of which re- The new Free Tron Church stands here, nearly 
presents the human soul shooting aloft as a tall - - - - - - - 
I . 1 d d ' I .. -' h . See II Great Industñes of Great IkitaiIl J " \
ol. I., pp. 107-B; 
cypress tree, W 11 e goo an e\ I spmts, Hnller t e /1,,8"9' 
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opposite the east wing of the Museum of Science The architecture, by Mr. David Rhind, of this new 
and Art. It was erected in 1876-7, and presents College, which is opposite the Industriall\Iuseum, 
a central block with t\\O side pavilions; and has is simple in character, the more conspicuous fea- 
also a deeply recessed principal entrance, with HIres of the elevations being large bay windows and 
tour massive columns on each side, and a bold I effective Mansard pavilion roofs, 
surmounting pediment, projected 011 massive cor- I on the second floor is the lecture hall, which 
beb or trusses. measures forty-eight feet by fort}', and has a ceiling 
Here, too, stands the new Training College of the which, so far as decorative art is concerned, may 
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Church of Scotland, destined to supplement, and 
eventually to supers::de, the edifice in Johnstone 
Terrace, the arrangements and accommoùatÏon of 
which have proved somewhat defective. 
The principal object aimed at in the new pre- 
mises is to provide a separate college entirely 
devoted to the training of male students, while the 
present school will thus be enlarged, and the seventh 
and eighth standards instituted in addition to those 
recognised in the Code, enaLling the committee to 
form an upper elementary, or lower secondary 
school, for the instruction of advanced English, 
elementary Latin, French, anù 
Iathematic
_ 


be considered one of the chief features in the build- 
ing. A noteworthy circumstance in connection 
with the site of this new Training College is that 
the staircase is said to stand exactly over the spot 
where stood the room in which Sir Walter Scott 
was born. But this seems doubtful. 
In this street is the new Dental Hospital and 
School, inaugurated in October, 1879, and which 
bids fair to become the headquarters of dentistry 
in Scotland. 
At the east end of Chambers Street is the Theatre 
of Varieties, seated for 1,200 persons, and opened 
in 1875. 
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CHAMBERS STREET. 


CH.-\PTER XXXIV, 
THE LORD PROVOSTS OF EDINBURGH. 


The Fi.'St Magistrate of Edinbur,h-Some noted Provosts-William de Ded.ef)k, Alderm.
n-John Wigmer and the Ran.om of David 11.- 
Joho of Quhitness, First Provost-Wdliam Bertraham-The Golden Charter-City Pipers-Archibald BeJl-the-cat-Lord Home- 
Arran and Kilspindie-Lord :Maxwell- u Greysteel 5 .. Penance-James VI. and the Council-Lord Fyvie-Provost Ted and Gordon.s 
"'lap-The First Lord Provost-G
orge DrummoDd
Freedom o( the City given to Benjamin Franklin-Sir La\\rence Dut1d
 nd the 
Parliamentary Contest-Sir James HUDter Blair--Riots of 1792--PrOvost Coulter.s Funeral-Lord Lynedoch-Recent Pro\-o::.ts-The 
First Eoglishman who was Lord Provost of Edinburgh. 


THE titles by which the chief magistrate is known 
are "The Right Honourable the Lord Provost of 
the City of Edinburgh, Her Majesty's Lieutenant 
and High Sheriff within the same and Liberties 
thereof, Justice of the Peace for the County of 
Midlothian, and Admiral of the Firth of Forth," 
&c. A sword and mace are always borne before 
him. 
It has been suggested that at some early period 
the chief magistrate had an official residence, and 
Lawson, in his Gazetteer, gives us a tradition that 
it was in the well-known alley from the High Street 
to the Public Markets, "now called the Flesh- 
market Close, but formerly the Provost's Close." 
Few Highland names appear among those of the 
chief magistrates before the fifteenth century, while 
in the earlier ages many Norman and Saxon are to 
be founrl, as these clements existed largely in the 


Lowlands. We have the son of Malcolm Ill. 
addressing his subjects thus :-" Eadgallls Rex 
ScOtOTUJIl, omnibus peT Tfgl1U11l Sll1l11l Scotis et Al1glis, 
saill/em," with reference no doubt to the English 
Border counties, then a portion of the realm, 
Although seven aldennen and three provosts 
appear among the first men in authority over Edin- 
burgh, it is probable that the office of bailie, bailiff, 
orrent-gatherer, is more ancient than either, as such 
an officer was originally appointed by the king to 
collect revenues and administer justice "ithin the 
burghs. 
In 1296 the first magistrate, whose name can be 
traced to Edinburgh, \,as "ílliam de Dederyk, 
aldermml,. he appears as such in "Prynne's 
Records of the Tower, anrl the Ragman Rolls." 
In the preceding year John Baliol held a Parliament 
at Edinburgh, and a çom'ention of the burgesses of 
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the city, Berwick, Roxburgh, and Stirling, met in , and John of Levyntoun, appear as provosts suc- 
Holyrood Abbey. cessively in 1425, 1427, and 14 28 . 
After a gap of forty-eight years we find John In 1434 Sir Henry Preston of Craigmillar was 
Wigmer alderlllll'l in 1344. Thirteen years sub- appointed provost; but no such name occurs in 
sequently certain burgess
s .of Edinburgh and other I the Douglas peer
ge under that date. After John 
b
rghs ar
 found neg
tlatmg for the rans.om of I of Lcvyntoun, SIr Alexander Napier appears as 
Kmg DavId 11., taken m battle by the English. provost after 1437, and the names of Adam Cant 
In 1362 William Guppeld was aldernlan, 9th April, I and Robert Niddry are among those of the magis- 
and till 1369, in which year a council sat at Edin- trates and council. Then Thomas of Cranstoun 
burgh, when the king granted a charter to the was provost from 1438 till 1445, when Stephen 
abbey of Melrose. Hunter succeeded him. 
In 1373 the alderl1laJl was Sir Adam Forrester, With the interval of one year, during which 
said to be of Whitburn and Corstorphine, a man Thomas Oliphant was provost, the office was held 
possessed of immense estates, for which he obtained from 1454 to 14ú2 by Sir Alexander Napier of 
no less than six charters under the great seal of l\Ierchiston, a man of considerable learning, whom 
Robert II., and was several times employed in James II. made Comptroller of Scotland. In 145 I 
treaties and negotiations with the English, between he had a safe-conduct from the King of England 
1394 and 14 0 4. to visit Canterbury as a pilgrim, and by James III. 
In 1377 John of Quhitness first appears as he was constituted Vice-Admiral. He was also 
Proz'ost, or Prcþositus, on the J8th of 
lay, and in ambassador to England in 1461 and 1462. 
the following year Adam Forrester was again in In succession to Robert l\fure of Polk ellie, he 
office. In 1381 John de Camera was provost, was provost again in 1470, and until the election of 
and in 1387 AndrewYutson (or Yichtson), between James Creichton of Rothven, or Rowen, in I.t77, 
whom, with "Adam Forster, Lord of Nether when the important edict of James III. concerning 
Libberton," the Burgh of Edinburgh, and John of the market-places and the time of holding markets 
Stone, and John Skayer, masons, an indenture was was issued. 
mad
, 29th November, for the erection of five new In 1481 the provost was \\'illiam Bertrah:un, 
chapels in St. Giles's, with pillars and vaulted roofs, who, in the following year, with" the whole fellow- 
covered with stone, and lighted with windows. ship of merchants, burgesses, and community" of 
These additions were made subsequent to the Edinburgh, bound themselves to repay to the King 
burning of the city by the im-J.ders under Richard of England the dowry of his daughter, the Lady 
of England two years before. Cecil, in acknowledgment for which loyalty and 
In 1392 John of Dalrymple was provost, and generosity, James III. granted the city its Golden 
the names of several bailies alone appear in the Charter, with the banner of the Holy Ghost, locally 
Burgh Records (Appendix) till the time of Provost known still as the Blue manket, In 1481 the 
Alexander Napier, 3rd October, 1403, whom provost was for the first time allowed an annual 
Douglas calls first Laird of l\ferchiston. Under him fee of ;{;20 out of the common purse; but somc 
Symon de Schele was Dean of Guild and Keeper such fee would seem to have been intended three 
of the Kirk Work, when the first head guild was years before, 
held after the feast of S1. :Michael in the Tolbooth. His successor was Sir John Murray of Touchadam, 
Alan of Fairnielee was provost 1410-1, and in 1482; and in the sanle year we find Patrick 
again in 1419, though George of Lauder was provost Baron of Spittlefield, under whose régÙl1e the 
in 1413. Hammennen were incorporated, and in 1484 John 
So lately as 1423 John of Levyntoun was styled Kapier of Merchiston, eldest son of Provost 
aldcrnlan, with Richard Lamb and Robert of Alexander Napier. He was John Napier of 
Bonkyl bailies, when the lease of the Canonmills Rusky, and third of Merchiston, whom James 111., 
was granted by Dean John of Leith, sometime in a letter dated 1474, designates as our lOlule 
Abbot of Holyrood, to "the aldermen, baylyes, and fa11lz7iar sçlt1Ùrr, and he was one of the lords 
dene of the gild," 12th September, 1423. His auditors in the Parliament of 1483. Two of his 
I;uccessor was Thomas of Cranstoun, Prepositlls, lineal heirs fell successively in battle at Flodden 
when the city granted an obligation to Henry VI. and Pinkie. 
of England, for 50,000 merks English money, on The fourth provost in succession after him was 
account of the expenses of James I., while detained Patrick Hepburn, Lord Hailes, 8th August. He 
in England by the treasonable intrigues of his was the first designated" My Lord Provost," pro- 
uncle. William of Liberton, George of Lauder, bably because he was a peer of the realm. He had 
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"James of 
reichtoun of Felde," as a deputy pro- I ' Exce?t the 
I
t
rv
l, during ,which Sir Patrick 
vost under hIm; and the first entry in the Records Hamilton of Kmcavll and ArchIbald Douglas were 


under that date is a statute that "the commoun 
pyperis of the towne" shall be properly feed, for 
the honour thereof, and that they get their food, 
day about, from all honest persons of substance, 
under a penalty of 9d. per day, "that is to ilk 
pyper iijd at least." 
The fifth provost after this was Sir Thomas Tod, 
22nd August, 1491, and again in 1498, with 
Richard Lawson of the Highriggs, and Sir John 
Murray in the interval during 1492. 
From this date to 1513, with a little interval, 
Richard Lawson was again provost; the office was 
held by Sir Alexander Lauder of Blythe, who in 
the last named year was also Justice Depute. 
He fell in the battle on the fatal 9th of September, 
15 13, and the affairs of the city, amid the consterna- 
tion and grief that ensued, were managed by George 
of Tours, who with Robert Bruce, William Lock- 
hart, William Adamson, and William Clerk, all 
bailies, had been, on the 19th of August, chosen 
by the provost and community to rule the city 
after his departure with the anny for England. 
The aged Archibald Douglas, Earl of Angus 
(better known as Archibald Bell-the-cat)-whose 
two sons, George Master of Angus, and Sir William 
Douglas of Glenbervie, with more then 200 
knights and gentlemen of his surname, found their 
tomb on Flodden Hill-was elected provost on the 
30th of September, twenty-one days after the battle; 
and at the same time his son, Gawain the Poet, 
provost of St. Giles's, was" made burgess, gratis, for 
the common benefit of the town." It was he of 
whom Scott makes the grim old Earl say, with 
reference to the English knight's act of forgery, 


.. Thanks to 51. Bothan, son of mine, 
Save Gawain, ne'er could pen a line." 


He was succeeded on the 24th July, 1514, by 
Alexander Lord Home, Great Chamberlain of 
Scotland in 1507, and baron of Dunglas and Green- 
law, under whom preparations for 
;te defence of 
the city, in expectation of a counter-invasion, went 
on. An Act was passed for the furnishing "of 
artailyerie for the resisting of our auld innemies of 
Ingland ;" a tax was laid upon all-even the 
widows of the fallen, so far as their substance per- 
mitted them to pay-and all persons hav;ng heid- 
yaird dykes, "were to build them up within fifteen 
days, under pain of six pounds to the Kirk-werk." 
In August of the same year Da\'id :ðlelville was 
provost, and the pestilence caused the division of 
the city into four quarters, each under a bailie and 
quarter-master to attend to the health of the people. 


Provosts, Melville was in office till 1517, when James 
Earl of Arran, Regent of Scotland, took it upon 
him, and waG designated Lord Prol'Os!. In conse- 
quence of the influence it conferrc.d, the office was at 
this time an object of amhition among the nobility. 
His enemies, the Douglases, taking advantage of 
his temporary absence from the city, procured th
 
election of Archibald Douglas of Kilspindie, the 
uncle of the Earl of Angus, in his place; and when 
Arran returned from the castle of Dalkeith, where 
the court was then held, he found the gates of Edin- 
burgh shut against him. His followers attempted 
to force an entrance sword in hand, but were re- 
pulsed, and a number were killed and wounded on 
both sides. Similar scenes of violence and blood- 
shed were of almost daily occurrence, and between 
the rival factions of Hamilton and Douglas the Low- 
lands were in a complete state of demoralisation ; 
and on the 21St of February, 15 I 9, in consequence 
of the bitter feud and bloody broils between the 
houses of Douglas and Hamilton, he was ordered 
by the Regent, then absent, to vacate his office, as 
it was ordained that no person of either of those 
names was eligible as provost, till the "Lord 
Governor's home coming, and for a year," 
Tints, in 1520, Robert Logan of Coitficld was 
provost, and in October he was granted by the 
Council 100 merks of the common good, beside his 
ordinary fee, for the sustentation of four armed 
men, to carry halberds before him, "because the 
warld is brukle and troublous." 
The fourth provost afi:er this was Robert Lord 
Maxwell, 18th August, 1524, who was made so by 
the Queen-mother, when she" tuik the haill govern- 
ment of the realm and ruele of the king (James 
V.) upoun her." This was evidently an invasion of 
the rights of the citiæns; yet on the Sc'1.me day the 
Lord Justice Clerk appeared before the Council, 
and declared" that it was the mind and will" of the 
king, then in his minority, that Mr. Francis Both- 
well, provost, "cedit and left his office of provostier 
in the town's hand," and the said provost protested 
that the leaving of his office thus should not be 
derogatory to the city, nor injurious to its privileges. 
Lorrl Maxwell W:iS aften\ ards Governor of Loch- 
maben, Captain ofthe Royal Guard, Warden of the 
'Vest Marches, and Ambassador to France to 
negotiate the king's marriage with Mary of Lorraine ; 
but long ere all that he had been succeeded as 
provo
t by Allan Stuart. 
In IS.z6 Archibald Douglas of Kilspindie, Lord 
High Trea,surer, was provost again, In this year 
it was ordained that through the resort to Edin- 
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burgh of great numbers of His l\Iajesty's subjects choose a new provost within three hours, under pain 
and strangers, there should be three weekly market I of treason. In obedience to this threat Archibald 
dJ.Ys for the sale of bread, when it should be Stewart was made interim provost till the usual 
lawful for dealers, both buyers and landward, to time of election, Michaelmas; previous to which, 
dispose of bread for ready money; three market the young king, James Vr., w!Ote to the magis- 
days for the sale of meat under the same circum- trates desiring them to make choice of certain 
stances, were also established-Sunday, Monday, persons whom be named to hold their offices for 
and Thursday. the ensuing year. On receiving this peremptory 
In 1528 the Lord .Maxwell became again provost command the Council called a l)ublic meeting of 
of Edinburgh, and when, some years after, his the citizens, at which it was resolved to allow no 
exiled predecessor, Douglas of Kilspindic, became interference with their civic privileges, A deputation 
weary of wandering in a foreign land he sought in consisting of a bailie, the treasurer, a councillor, 
vain the clemency of James V., who, in memory of and two deacons, waited on His Majesty at Stirling 
all he had undergone at the hands of the Doug- and laid the resolutions before him, but received no 
lases, had registered a vow never to forgive them. answer. Upon the day of election another1etterwas 
The aged warrior-who had at one time won the read from James, commanding the Council to elect 
affection of the king, who, in admiration of his as magistrates the persons therein named for the 
stature, strength, and renown in arms, had named ensuing year; but notwithstanding this arbitrary 
him "Greysteel," after a champion in the romance command, the Council, to their honour, boldly up- 
of "Sir Edgar and Sir Guion "-threw himself in held their privileges, and made their own choice of 
James's way near the gates of Stirling Castle, to seek magistrates. 
pardon, and ran afoot by the side of his horse, en- Alexander Home, of North Berwick, was provost 
cumbered as he was by heavy armour, worn under from 1593 to 1596, He was a younger son of 
his clothes for fear of assassination. But James Patrick Homc of Polwarth, and his younger sister 
rode in, and the old knight, sinking by the gate in was prioress of the famous convent at North Ber- 
exhaustion, begged a cup of water. Even this was wick, where strange to say she retained her station 
refused by the attendants, whom the king rebuked and the conventual lands till the day of her death. 
for their discourtesy; but old Kilspindie turned In 1598 a Lord President of the College of 
sadly away, and died in France of a broken heart. Justice was provost, Alexander Lord Fyvie, after- 
In the year 1532 the provost and Council fur- wards Lord Chancellor, and Earl of Dunfermline 
nished James V. with a guard of 300 men, armed in 1606, Though the time was drawing near for 
on all "pointts for wayr," to selve against his a connection with England, a contemporary writer 
" enimies of Ingland," in all time coming. in 1598 tells us that" in general, the Scots would 
In 1565, when Mary was in the midst of her not be attired after the English fashion til an)'sor/; 
most bitter troubles, Sir Simon Preston of Craig- but the men, especially at court, followed the 
millar and that ilk was provost, and it was in his French fashion." 
house, the Black Turnpike, she was placed a Sir William Nisbet, of Dean, was provost twice 
prisoner, after the violated treaty of Carberry Hill j in 1616 and 1622, the head of a proud old race, 
and four years after he was succeeded in office by whose baronial dwelling was long a feature on the 
the celebrated Sir William Kirkaldy of Grange. wooded ridge above Deanhaugh. His coat of 
In 157.3 Lord Lindsay was provost, the same arms, beautifully carved, was above one of the doors 
terrible and relentless noble who plotted against of the latter, his helmet surmounted by the crest of 
Riz.áo, led the confederate lords, conducted 
\Iary the city, and encircled by the motto, 
to Lochleven, who crushed her tender arm with 
his steel glove, and compelled her under terror of 
death to sign her abdication, and who lived to It was in the dark and trouuiesome time of 
share in the first Gowrie conspiracy. 1646-7, when Sir Archib.lld Tod was provost, that 
In 1578 the provost was George Douglas of James Gordon, the minister of Rothiemay, made his 
Parkhead. who was also Governor of the Castle; a celebrated bird's-eye view of :Edinburgh-to which 
riot ha\'ing taken place in the latter, and a number reference has been made so frequently in these 
of citiæns being slain by the soldiers, the Lords of pages, and of which we have engraved the greater 
the Secret Council desired the magistrates to re- part. 
move him from office and select another. They I J ames Gordon, one of the eleven sons of the 
craved delay, on which the Council deposed Laird of Straloch, was born in 1615. He was 
Doughs, and sent a precept conul1anding the city to I M.A. of A1erdeen, and in April, 1(,47, Ìle suhmitted 
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his view of the city-a work wonderful for its got a protection to enable him to appear in this 
minuteness and fidelity-to provost Tod and the matter. "Thus he was brought to the street again." 
Council, who made him a free burgess, and paid him His predecessor in 1676 was a Sir William Binny, 
..:6333 6s. 8d. Scots, or ..:627 16s. 8d. sterling for who, in 1686 had a curious case before the Court 
the drawing, which was engraved in Holland by of Session, against Hope of Carse, on the testa- 
De Witt, and dedicated to the provost and magis- 
 ment of Colonel Gordon, who with Leslie and 
trates, who appear oy the city accounts to have had Walter Butler of the Irish :Musketeers, slew the 
a collation on the occasion, great Wallenstein, Duke of Friedland. 
The provost who was present at and presided over Sir Hugh Cunningham was provost when Anne 
the oarbarous execution of Montrose, in 1650, was was proclaimed by the heralds at the Cross, on 
Sir James Stewart of Colmess, who suffered there- the 8th of March, 1702, Queen of Scotland; and 
iOT a long imprisonment after the Restoration, she in her first letter to Parliament pressed them 
and was only rescued from something worse by to consider the advantages which might accrue to 
the intercession of a Cavalier gentleman, whose both countries by a union; and Sir Sa
uel Mac- 
son's life he had saved by his humane intercession Lellan was provost in the year of stormy dissension 
some years before. in which it was ultimately achieved. 
Sir Andrew Ramsay, of Abbots Hall, was then We have elsewhere (Vol. 1, p. 318) referred to 
provost, and it was during his second term of office the unfortunate Archibald Stewart, who was Lord 
in 1667, that Charles II. wrote him a letter stating I Provost in the next memorable epoch of Scottish 
that the chief magistrate of Edinburgh should have I history, the insurrection of 1745. 
the same freedom in Scotland as the mayor of l William Alexander was Lord Provost when the 
London had in Englar.d, and should have the per- first great breach was made in the ancient city, and 
manent title' of "Lord Provost." In 1672, when the first appearance of some vitality began to 
last in office, a salary was settled upon him of, brighten it in 1753, when the New Exchange was 
..:6200 sterling annually-the first that seems ever founded on the north side of the Luckenbooths; 
to have been regularly paid to a magistrate of the I but one of the most distinguished chief magistrates 
city, He had been ten years altogether provost, of the seventeenth century was George Drummond, 
his re-elections having been secured by the in- who was elected no less than six times Lord Provost 
ftuence of the Duke of Lauderdale, in return for of the city. A cadet of the noble house of Perth, hl' 
his having obtained for his Grace ..:66,000 as the I was born in 1687, and when only eighteen years 
I 
price of the citadel of Leith. Sir Andrew while in of age was employed by the Committee of the 
the civic chair conducted himself so tyrannically, I Scottish Parliament to give his assistance in the 
by applying the common good of the city for the I arrangement of the national accounts prior to the 
use of himself and his friends, and by inventing new Union; and in 1707, on the estaLlishment of the 
employments and concessory offices within it. to Excise, he was rewarded with the office of Accoun- 
provide for his dependents, that the citizens, weary tant-General, and in 17 17 he was a Commissioner 
of his yoke, resolved to turn him out at the next of the Board of Customs. In 1725 he was elected 
election; but he having had a majority the bur- Lord Provost for the firsttime, and two years after was 
gesses were forced to "intent a reduction of the named one of the commissioners and trustees for 
election." improving the fisheries and manufactures of Scot- 
This case being submitted to the Chancellor and land. Hewasthe principal agent in the erection of the 
President, they ordered an Act to be passed in the Royal Infirmary; and in [745 he served as a volun- 
Common Council of the city, declaring that none teer with Cope's army at the Battle of Prestonpans. 
should hereafter continue in office as provost for As grand-master of the freemasons he laid the 
more than two years. But this regulation has not foundation-stone of the Royal EJo.change, and in 
been strictly observed, and the Lord Provosts of 1755 was appointed to that lucrative-if dubious 
the city are now elected for three years. -office, a trustee on the forfeited estates of the 
In 168 3 Sir George Drummond was Lord Pro- Jacobite lords and landholders. We have related 
vost; but in August, 1685, he became a bankrupt, (in its place) how he laid the foundation-stone of the 
and took refuge in the Sanctuary at Holyrood, the North Bridge. He died in 1766 in the eightieth 
first, says Fountainhall, "that during his ùf/1ce has year of his age, and was honoured, deservedlYI 
broke in Edinburgh." A week or two afterwards, a with a puolic funeral in the Canongate. To 
riot having taken place at the Town Guard-house, Provost Drummond Dr. Robertson the historian 
the Lord Chancellor, the Earl of Perth, who was owed his appointment as Principal of the Univer- 
bound to do what he could to protect the provost, sity, which was also indebted to him for the institu- 
84 
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tion of five new professorships. A few years after Alexander Kincaid, as Lord Provost, His Majesty's 
his death a bust of him by Nollekens was erected Printer for Scotland. He died in office m 1777, 
in their public hall by the managers of the Royal in a house situated in the Cowgate, in a small court 
Infirmary. westward of the Horse Wynd, and known as Kin- 
In 1754 the Lord Provost, dean of guild, bailies, caid's Land, and was succeeded by Provost Dal- 
amI city treasurer, appeared in November, for the rymple. 
hrst time, with gold chains and medals, in lieu of Two years afterwards the city was a
sessed in 
the black velvet coats, which were laid aside by all the sum of ;{, 1,500 to repay damage done by a mob 
save the provost, and which had been first ordered to the Roman Catholic place of worship, for the cie- 
to be worn by an Act of the Council in 17 I 8. struction of furniture, ornaments, books, and altar 
In 1753, on the 17th February, died Patrick vessels. In this year, 1779, there were 188 hackney 
Lindsay. Esq., late Lord Provost of Edinburgh, and sedan chairs in the city, but very few hackney 
Governor of the Isle of 1\Ian. coaches; and the umbrella first appeared in the 
In 1768 the Lord PrO\'ost was James Stuart. streets. By 1783 there were 1,268 four-wheeled car- 
In the following year, during spring, the great Ben- riages entered to pay duty, and 338 two-wheeled. 
jamin Frankiin and his son spent six weeks in Scot- At Michaelmas, 1784, Sir James Hunter Blair, 
land, and the University of St. Andrews conferred Bart.. was elected Lord Provost, in succession to 
upon him the honorary title of Doctor, by which he David Stuart, who resided in Queen Street, amI 
has since been generally known. On his coming who was a younger son of Stuart of Dalguise. The 
to Edinburgh, Provost Stuart and the Corporation second son of Mr. John Hunter of Ayr, Sir James. 
bestowed upon him the freedom of the city, when commenced life as an apprentice with Coutts and 
every house was thrown open to him, and the most Co., the Edinburgh bankers, in 1756, when Sir 
distinguished men of letters crowded round him. Willi2.m Forbes was then a clerk, and both became 
Hume, Robertson, and Lord Kames, became his ultimately the principal partners, He married the 
intimate friends; but Franklin was not unduly eldest daughter of Blair of Dunskey, who left no 
elated, "On the whole," he wrote, .. I must say less than six sons at the time of this event, all of 
the time I spent there (in Scotland) was six weeks whom died, and on her succession to the estates. 
of the dearest happiness I have met with in any Sir James assumed the name and anus of Blair 
part of my life." As Lord Provost he was indefatigable in the 
Stuart's successor in office was John Dalrymple, activity of his public spirit, and set afoot the great 
whose eldest son succeeded to the baronetcy of operations for the improvement of Edinburgh. amI 
Hailes (which is now extinct) on the death of Lord one object he had specially in view when founding 
Hailes, the distinguished judge and writer, the South Bridge was the rebUilding of the 
In the year 1774 there was considerable political University. 
strife in the city, originating in the general parlia- Sir James lived only to see the commencement 
mentary election, when exertions were made to of the great works he had projected in Edinburgh, 
wrest the representation from Sir Lawrence Dun- as he died of fever at Harrogate in July, 1787, and 
das, who unexpectedly found as opponents Loch of was honoured with a public funeral in the Grey 
Carnbie, and Captain James Francis Erskine of friars' churchyard. In private life he was J.ff.lble 
Forrest. A charge of bribery being preferred against and cheerful, attached to his friends and anxious for 
Sir Lawrence,. some delay occurred in the election, their success, In business and in his public exer- 
and the then Lord Provost Stoddart came forward tions he was upright, liberal, and, as a Scotsman, 
as a candidate. The votes of the Council were-for patriotic; he possessed in no small rlegree those 
Sir Lawrence, twenty-three; fer Provost Stoddart, talents which are requisite for rendenng benevo- 
!.ix; and for Captain Erskine, three, One of the lence effectual, uniting great knowledge of the 
Council, Gilbert Laurie (who had been provost in world with sagacity and sound understanrling. 
1766) was absent. Messrs. Stoddart and Loch pro- Sir J ames Stirling, Bart., elected Lord Provost, 
tested that the election had been brought about by after Elder of Forneth, had a stormy time when in 
undue influence. office. He was the son of a fishmonger at the 
The opposition to Sir I awrence became still head of Marlin's Wynd, where his sign was a 
greater, and a keen trial of strength took place when wooden Black BlI//, now in the Antiquarian 
the election of deacons and councillors came Museum. Stirling, after being secretary to Sir 
in 1776, and many bitter letters appeared in the Charles Dalling, Governor of Jamaica, became a 
public prints; but the friends of the Dundas family partner in the bank of Mansfield, Ramsay, and Co. 
proved again triumphant, and united in the choice of 
 in Cantore',> Close, Luckenbooths, amI married the 
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daughter of the head of the firm. When he took 
office politics ran high. The much-needed re- 
foml of the royal burghs had been keenly agitated 
for some time previous, and a motion on the sub- 
ject, negatived in the House of Commons by a 
majority of 26, incensed the Scottish public to a 
great degree, while Lord Melville, Secretary of 
State, by his opposition to the question, rendered 
himself so obnoxious, that in many parts of Scotland 
he was burned in effigy. In this state of excite- 
ment Provost Stirling and others in authority at 
Edinburgh looked forward to the King's birthday- 
the 4th of June, 17 92-with considerable uneasiness, 
and provoked mischief by inaugurating the festival by 
sending strong patrols of cavalry through the streets 
at a quick pace with swords drawn. Instead of 
having the desired effect, the people became furious 
at this display, and hissed and hooted the cavalry 
with mocking cries of "Johnnie Cope." In the 
afternoon, when the provost and magistrates were 
assembled in the Parliament House to drink the 
usual loyal toasts, a mob mustered in the square, and 
amused themselves after a custom long peculiar to 
Edinburgh on this day, of throwing dead cats at 
each other, and at the City Guard who were under 
arms to fire volleys after every toast. 
Some cavalry officers incautiously appeared at this 
time, and, on being insulted, brought up their men 
to clear the streets, and, after considerable stone- 
throwing, the mob dispersed, N ext evening it 
re-assembled before the house of Mr. Dundas in 
Ceorge Square, with a figure of straw hung from a 
pole, When about to burn the effigy they were 
attacked by some of Mr. Dundas's friends-among 
others, it is said, by his neighbours, the naval hero 
of Camperdown, and Sir Patrick Murray of 
(khtertyre. These gentlemen retired to Dundas's 
house, the windows of which were smashed by the 
mob, which next attacked the residence of the 
lord Advocate, Dundas of Amiston. On this it 
became necessary to bring down the 53rd Regi- 
ment from the Castle; the Riot Act was read, the 
people were fired on, and many fell wounded, some 
mortally, who were found dead next day in the 

[eadows and elsewhere. This put an end to the 
disturbances for that night; but on Wednesday 
evening the mob assembled in the New Town with 
the intention of destroying the house of Provost 
Stirling at the south-eao;t corner of St. Andrew 
Square, where they broke the City Guards' sentry 
boxes to pieces. But, as an appointed signal, the 
ancient beacon-fire, was set aflame in the Castle, 
the Hilld frigate sent ashore her marines at Leith, 
and the cavalry came galloping in from the eastward, 
on which the mob separated lin,llh, 


By this time Provost Stirling had sought shelter 
in the Castle from the mob, who were on the point 
of throwing Dr. Alexander Wood (known as Lang 
Sandy) over the North Bridge in mistake for him. 
For his zeal, however, he was made a baronet of 
Great Britain. The year 1795 was one of great 
distress in the city; Lord Cockburn tells us that 
16,000 persons (about an eighth of the population) 
were fed by charity, and the exact quantity of food 
each family should consume was specified by public 
proclamation. In 1793 a penny post was estab- 
lished in Edinburgh, extending to Leith, Mussel- 
burgh, Dalkeith, and Prestonpans. Sir James 
Stirling latterly resided at the west end of Queen 
Street, and died in February, 1805. 
Sir William Fettes, Lord Provost in 1800 and 
1804, we have elsewhere referred to; but William 
Coulter, a wealthy hosier in the High Street, who 
succeeded to the civic chair in 1808, was chiefly re- 
markable for dying in office, like Alexander Kin- 
caid thirty years before, and for the magnificence 
with which his funeral obsequies were celebrated. 
He died at Morningside Lodge, and the cortège 
was preceded by the First R. E. Volunteers, and 
the officers of the three Regiments of Edinburgh 
local militia, and the body was in a canopied 
hearse, drawn by six horses, each led by a groom in 
deep mourning, On it lay the chain of office, and 
his sword and sash as colonel of the volunteers. 
A man of great stature, in a peculiar costume, 
bore the banner of the City. When the body was 
lowered into the grave, the senior herald broke and 
threw therein the rod of office, while the volunteers, 
drawn up in a line near the Greyfriars' Church, 
fired three funeral volleys. 
Sir John Marjoribanks, Bart., Lord Provost in 
1813, was the son of l\Iarjoribanks of Lees, an 
eminent wine merchant In Bordeaux, and his 
mother was the daughter of Archibald Stewart, Lord 
Provost of the city in the memorable '45. Sir J oÌln 
was a partner in the banking-house of Mansfield, 
Ramsay, and Co., and while in the civic chair was 
the chief promoter of the Regent Bridge and Calton 
Gaol, though the former had been projected by Sir 
James Hunter Blair in 1784. When the freedom 
of the city was given to Lord Lynedoch, "the gallant 
Graham," Sir John gave him a magnificent dinner, 
on the 12th of August, I8I5-two months after 
Waterloo. There were present the Earl of Morton, 
Lord Audley, Sir David Dundas, the Lord Chief 
Baron, the Lord Chief Commissioner, Sir James 
Douglas, Sir Howard Elphinstone, and about a 
hundred of the most notable men in Ellinburgh. 
the freedom of which "ao; presented to lord 
L} nedoch in a box of gold; and at the conclusion 
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of the banquet he gave as a toast, "May the I one of the grandest and most successful public 
Ministry not lose by their pens what the army has spectacles ever witnessed by Old or New Edinburgh. 
won by their swords!" I In 1862 the Lord Provost was Charles Lawson 

ir J 01m was succeeded as Lord Provost by of Borthwick Hall, one of the most extensive seed 
William -\rbuthnot, who twice held the chair in merchants perhaps in Scotland, and who had the 
181 5, and again in [821. He was created a
honourtoentertainathishouse,35,GeorgeSquare, 
baronet by the King in person on the 24th of the Prince and Princess of Wales. It was during 
August, 1822, at the banquet given to his Majesty Mr. Lawson's reign that, on the loth of March, 
by the City in the Parliament House; but the 1863, the Prince's marriage took place, an occasion 
patent bore date, 3m April, 1823. He was a son that gave rise to the great and magnificent illumina- 
of Arbuthnot of Haddo, who, like himself, had tion of the city-a spectacle the like of which has 
been an official in the Trustees office, In the never been seen, before or since, in this country. 
interim Kincaid Mackenzie and John Manderston His successor, in 1865, was William Chambers, 
had been Lords Provost-the former in 1817. He LL.D., the well-known Scottish writer, and mem- 
was a wine merchant in the Lawnmarket, and while ber of the eminent publishing firnl of W. and 
in office had the honour of entertaining at his house R. Chambers, High Street, during whose double 
in Gayfield Square, first, the Russian Grand Duke tenure of office the work of demolition in con- 
Michael, and subsequently Prince Leopold, the nection with the city improvements commenced 
future King of the Belgians. in the block of buildings between St. Mary's Wynd 
Among the most eminent Lords Provost of later and Gullan's Close, Cannongate, on the 15th June, 
years we may refer to Sir James Forrest, Bart., of 1868. A grand review and sham-fight of volunteers 
Comiston, who received his title in 1838. During I and regulars, to the number of 10,000 men, took 
his reign Queen Victoria paid her first visit to her place in the royal park on the 4th July; and sub- 
Scottish metropolis in 1842, He was worthily scquently the freedom of the City was bestowed 
succeeded in 18.B by the late Adam Black, M.P., upon Lord Napier of J\Iagdala , and upon that 
the distinguished publisher. far-famed orator, John Bright, M.P. In 18 74 
In 1848 the Lord Provost was the eminent James Falshaw was elected to the chair, the ./irst 
engraver William Johnstone, who was knighted in Englishman wh
 ever held such an office in Edin- 
18 5 [, when he was succeeded by Duncan burgh. He was created a baronet of the United 
l\I'Laren, a wealthy draper in the High Street, Kingdom in 1876 on the occasion of the unveiling 
afterwards M. P. for the city, and well known as a by the Qucen of the Scottish National Memorial of 
steaciy upholder of Scottish interests in the House. the late Prince Consort in Charlotte Square. He 
On the 7th August, 1860, during the prm.ostry of was preceded in the chair by William I aw, and 
Francis Brown Douglas, Ädvocate, there took place succeeded in 1877 by Sir Thomas Jamieson Boyd, 
the great review before the Queen and Royal Family I the well-known publisher, "ho was knighted in 
in Holyrood Park of 22,000 Scottish Volunteers, 1881 on the occasion ùf the Volunteer Review. 


CHAPTER XXXV. 
INFIRMARY STREET AND THE OLD HIGH SCHOOL. 


n!acl&iars JIIona"ery-Its Foundation-Destroyed by Fire-Jobn Black tbe Dominican-Tbe Friary Gardens-Lady Vester: ber Cburcb 
and Tomb-The Burying Ground-The Old High Scbool-The Ancient Grammar School-David Vocat-School Founded-Hercules 
R"lIock-Early Classes-The House Destroyed by the English-The Bleis-Silver-David l\Ialloch-The Old High School-Thomas 
Ruddiman. Rector-Barclay's CIa,"s-Henry Mackenzie's Reminiscences-Dr. Adam. Rector: his Grammar-New Edifice Proposed 
and Erected-The School-boy Days of Sir Walter Scott-Allan Masterton-The School in .303-Death of Rector Adam-Jame. 
Pillans, M,A., and A, R. Carson, Rectors-The :'Jew School Projected-The Old one Ahandoned. 


I:'JFIRMARV STREET is now a continuation of age of the future infirmary, and having six long 
Chambers Street to the eastward, and is a thorough- abutments (or short closes) running south toward" 
fare of great antiquity, as it led from the north the south-eastern flank of the City wall. 
side of the Kirk-of-field, past the Dominican On the exact site of the Old Surgical Hospital 
Monastery and into the Old High School Wynd. there stood for nearly four hundred years a great 
In T6.H it was a double street with one long con- , edifice of which now not a trace remains, the 
tinuous linc of houses, occup}ing the whole front- I10minican or Blackfriars' Monastery, founded in 
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1230 by King Alexander II., and in its earliest char- 
ters named .!I1ans;o Regis, as he had bestowed upon 
the monks a royal residence as their abode. 
The church built by Alexander was a large cruci- 
form edifice with a central rood-tower and lofty 
spire, It was renowned for being the scene of the 
great meeting of all the bishops, abbots, and priors 
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bishop of Glasgow and Lord High Chancellor, 
fled from the Douglases during the terrible street 
conflict or tulzie in 1519, aud, as Pitscottie records, 
was dragged "out behind the altar, and his rockit 
riven aff him, and had been slaine," had not Gavin 
Douglas, Bishop of Dunkeld, interceded for him, 
"saying. it was shame to put hand on ane com;e- 
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SIR JAMES FALSHAW, BART' I A:.1D H.M. L1EUTE:-.rAI\T OF EDlI\BL'RGlL 
(From a Plootograjl. by Jot... /ll'!/fat.) 


in the re.lh
1, summoned in 1512 by the Papal crate bishop." And here we may remark that the 
Legate, Cardinal Bagimont, who presided. In Scottish word lulzie, used by us so often, is derived 
this synod, says Balfour, all ecclesiastical benefices from the French 10u;II-", to confuse, or to mix. 
exceeding forty pounds per annum were taxed in The monastery was destroyed by an accidental 
t!1e payment of ten pounds to the Pope by way of fire in 1528, but the church would seem to have 
pension, and to the King of Scotland such a tax as been uninjured by the view of it in 1544, though 
he felt disposed to levy. This valuation, which no doubt it would suffer, like all the others in the 
is still known by the name of Bagimont's Roll, city, at the hands of the English in that year. 
was made thereafter the standard for ta:>.ing the In 1552 the Provost and Council ordered Alex. 
Scottish ecclesiastics at the Vatican. I Park, city treasurer, to deliver to "the Dene of 
It was to this church that James Beaton, Arch-I Gild x Ii., that he may thaiT\\Ïth pay the Blak 
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Freirs xx Ii. owing to them, at this last Fasterns I parapet and iron railing substituted-an elliptically 
evin, for thair bell, conform to the act maid thair- I arched doorway, half buried in the pavement, three 
upon" (Burgh Records). feet three inches wide, and protected by a round 
In 1553 another Act ordains" John Smyson" to gun-port,. splayed out four feet four inches wide. 
pay them the sum" of '-" Ii. complcit payment of Through this door the unscathe(
 body of I Jam ley 
thair silver bell;" and in 1554-5 in the Burgh Ac- I must have been borne by his murderers, ere they 
counts is the item-UTo the lHackfriars and Grey- blew up the house of the .Kirk-of-field. It was 
friars, for their preaching yeirlie, ilk ane of thame an interestmg relic, and its removal was utterly 

 elf ane last of sownds beir; price of ilk boll, wanton. 
xwiij s. summa, "vj Ii, xvj s." I The next old ecclesiastical edifice on the other 
When John Knox, after his return to Scotland, side of the street was Lady Vester's church, which 
beg-.m pre.iching against the Mass as an idolatrous in Gordon's map is shown as an oblong barn.like 
worship, he \\as summoned before an ecclesiastical' edifice surrounded by a boundary wall, \\ith a large 
judicatory held in the Blackfliars' church on the window in its western gable. 
15th May, 1556. The case was not proceeded Lady Vester, a pious and noble dame, whose 
with at the time, as a tumult was feared; but the name was long associated with ecclesiastical chari- 
summons so greatly increased the power and popu- ties in Edinburgh, was the third daughter of :Mark 
larity of Knox, that on that very 15th of May he l.Kerr, CommendatorofNewbatt]e Abbey, a Lord of 
preached to a greater multitude than he had ever I Session, and founder of the house of Lothian. Ear]y 
done before. In 1558 the populace attacked the I in life she was married to James Lord Hay of Yester, 
monastery and church, and destroyed everything I and had two sons, John Lord Yester, afterwards 
they contained, leaving the walls an open ruin. I Earl of Tweedda]e, and Sir William, for whom she 
In 1560 John Black, a Dominican friar, acted I purchased the barony of Linp]um. After being a 
as the permanent confessor of Mary of Guise, widow some years she married Sir Andrew Kerr 
during her last f..'ita] illness in the Castle of Edin- younger of Fernyhurst. 
burgh, and .Knox in his history indulges in coarse I In 1644 she built the church at the south-east 
innuendoes concerning both. His name is still comer of the High School Wynd, at the expense of 
preserved in the following doggerel verse:- ,/;1,000 of the then money, with 5,000 mcrks for 
"There was a certain mack friar, always called mack, the salary of 
he minister. It was seater! for 81! 
And this was no nickname, for black was his work; persons , and m August, 1655, the Town CounCIl 
Of alllhe Blac!. friars he was the blackest clerk, appointed a district of the city a parish for it. 
Born in the Black Friars to be a black mark." Shortly before her death, Lady Vester U caused 
This Dominican, however, was a learned and joyne thereto an little isle for the use of the 
subtle doctor, a man of deep theological research, I minister, yr she lies interred." This aisle is 
who in 1561 maintained against John Willox the shown by Gordon to have been on the north side 
Reformer, and ex-Franciscan, a defence of the \ of the church, and Monteith (170.Û descrihes the 
Roman Catholic faith for two successive days, and following doggerel inscription on her" tomb on the 
gave him more than ordinary trouble to meet his north side of the vestiary" ;- 
arguments. He W.iS afterwards stoned in the I " It's needless to erect a marhle tomh : 
streets "by the rabbJe," on the 15th December, The daily bread that for the hungry womb, 
or, as others say, the 7th of January. I Anù hreatl of life thy bounty hath provided 
By 1560 the stones of the Black Friary were For hungry souls, all times to he divided ; 
used" for the bigging of dykes," and other works World-las:ing monuments shall rearp, 
That shall endure, till Christ himself appear. 
connected with the cit y , The cemeter y was latterl y 
Posd was thy life, preparcd thy happy end; 
the old High School Yard, and therein a battery 
othing in either wa
 without commend. 
of cannon was erected in 157 I to batter a house in Let it be the care of all who live hereafter, 
which the Parliament of the king's men held a To live and die, like Margaret Lady Y e'ter." 
meetinO", situated somewhere on the south side of \\'ho dyed 15 th March, 1647. Her age 75. 
the Ca
ongate. " BIes
ed are the dead, wh
ch die in the Lord; they 
,est 
TI J ) .' d . ] ' ] ] d d from their labours, and thclr works <10 follow them. - 
1e OnlllllCan gar ens, 111 W lIC 1 t 1e ea R . 
I 
ev. XIV. 13. 
body of Darn]ey was found lying under a tree, and 
their orchard, lay to the southward, and in 1513 After Cromwell's troops rendered themselves 
were intersected, Or bounded by the new city wall, houseless in 1650 by burning Ho]yrood, quarters 
in which there remained-till J u]y, 1854, \\ hen some I were assigned them in the city churches, including 
six hundred yards of it were demolished l and a Lady Yester's; and in all of these, and part 01 the 
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college, the pulpits, desks, lofts, and seats, were, Act were to pay a fine of twenty pounds. But 
says Nicol, "dung do\\ n by these English sodgeris, Scotland possessed schools so early as the twelfth 
and burnt to asses." century in all her principal towns, though prior 
When the congregation of the abbey church to that period scholastic knowledge could only 
were compelled by James YII. to leave it in 1687, be received within the walls of the monasteries. 
they had to seek accommodation in Lady Vester's The Grammar School of Edinburgh was originally 
til! another place of worship could be provided attached to the abbey of Holyrood, and as the 
for them. A small cemetery adjoined the church; demand for education increased, those friars whose 
it is now covered with buildings, but was stil1 presence could be most easily dispensed with at the 
in use about the close of the last and beginniI
g abbey, were permitted by the abbot and cl1Jpkr 
of the present century, and many seamen of the to become public teachers within the city. 
Russian fleet, \\hich lay for a time at Leith, and The earliest mention of a regular Grammar 
\\ho died in the infmnary, were buried tHere. School in Edinburgh being under the control of 
In 1803 the old church was taken down, and a the magistrates is on the loth January, 15 1 9, .. the 
new one erected for 1,212 sitters, considerably to quhilk day, the provost, baillies, and counsall 
the westward of it, was opened in the following statutis and ordains, for resonabie caussis moving 
} ear. Though tasteless and nondescript in style, thame, that na maner of nychtbour nor ind\\e!1er 
it was considered an ornament to that part of within this burgh, put thair bairins till ony par- 
the city. ticular scule within this toun, bot to tlte principal 
The tomb of the foundress, and the tablet re- Grammer Smle of the samyn," to be taught in 
cording her good works, are both re-built into any science, under a fine of ten shillings to the 
this new fane; but it seems doubtful whether her master of the said principal school. 
body was removed at the same time. The parish David V oeat, clerk of the abbey, was then at 
is wholly a town one, and situated within the city; the head of the seminary, enjo} ing this strange 
it contains 64,472 square yards. monopoly; and on the 4th September, 15 2 4, 
With diffidence, yet with ardour and interest, we George, Bishop of Dunkeld, as abbot of Holyrood, 
now approach the subject of the old High School with consent of his chapter, appointed Henry 
of Edinburgh-the famous and time-honoured Henryson as assistant and successor to V ocat, 
SdlOla Regia Edinmsis-so prominently patronised whose pupil he had been, at the Grammar School 
by James YI., and the great national importance of of the Canongate. 
which was recognised even by George IV., who By a charter of James V., granted under the 
gave it a handsome donation. great seal. of Scotland, dated 1529, Henryson had 
Scott, and thousands of others, whose deeds and the sole privilege of instructing the youth of 
names in every walk of life and in every part of Edinburgh; but he was also to attend at the 
the globe have added to the glory of their country, abbey in his surplice on all high and solemn 
have conned their tasks in the halls of this vener- festivals, there to sing at mass and evensong, and 
able institution. "In the roll of its scholars," make himself otherwise useful in the chapel. 
says Dr. Steven, "are the names of some of the According to Spottiswood's Church History, 
most distinguished men of all professions, and who Henryson publicly abjured Romanism so early as 
have filled important situations in all parts of the 1534, and thus he must have left the High School 
world, and it is a fact worth recording that it in- before that year, as Adam Melville had become 
eludes the names of three Chancellors of England, head-master thereof in 153 I. The magistrates of 
all natÏ7.'es of Edinburgh--Wedderburn, Erskine, the city had as yet no voice in the nomination of 
and Brougham." masters, though the whole onlts of the establishment 
Learning, with all the arts and infant science rested on them as representing the citiæns; and 
too, found active and munificent patrons in the in 1554, as we have elsewhere (Vol. I. p. 26 3) 
monarchs of the Stuart line; thus, so early as the stated, they hired that venerable edifice, then at 
sixth Parliament of James IV" it was ordained the foot of Blackfriars Wynd-once the residence 
that all barons and freeholders of substance were of Archbishop Beaton and of his nephew the car- 
to put their eldest sons to school after the age of dinal-as a school; but in the following year they 
six or nine years, there to remain till they were '\ere removed to another house, near the head of 
perfect in Latin, "swa that they have knowledge what is named the High School Wynd, which had 
and understanding of the lawes, throw the quhilks been built by the town for their better accom- 
justice may remaine universally throw all the I modation. 
realme," Those who failed to conform to this The magistrates having obtained from Queen 
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Mary in l\Iarch, 1566, a gift of all the patronages 
and endowments in the city, which had belonged 
to the Franciscan and Dominican priories, includ- 
ing the ancient school, which, till then, had been 
vested in the abbey of the Holy Cross, in January, 
15 6 7, they resolved to erect a suitable schoolhouse 
on the land of the Blackfriars monastery; and 
this edifice, which was built for .{)50 Scots (about 
.64 0 sterling) was ready for occupation in the 
following year. 


ascertained, and they were obliged to teach gratt. 
the sons of all freemen of the burgh. 
For the ultimate completion of its buildings, 
which included a tall square tower with a conical 
spire, the school was indebted to J ames Lawson, 
who succeeded John Knox as one of the city 
clergy; but it did not become what it was originally 
intended to be-an elementary seminary for logic 
and philosophy as well as classics; but it led to the 
foundation of the University in its vicinity, and 
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This edifice, which was three-storeyed with' hence, says Dr. Steven, "they may be viewed as 
crowstepped gables, stood east and west, having on portions of one great institution." 
its front, which faced the Cowgate, two circular The encouragement received by the masters was 
towers, with conical roofs, and between them a so small that they threatened to leave the school if 
square projection sunnounted by a gable and it were not bettered, on which they were ordered 
thistle. The main entrance was on the east side to receive a quarterly fee from the sons of the free- 
of this, and had over it the handsome stone panel, men; the masters of three, and the usher of two 
which is still preserved in the last new school, and shillings Scots (nearly 6s. and nearly 4S. sterling) 
which bears the city arms, the royal cypher" and from each; and soon after four teachers were 
the motto. appointed with fixed salaries and fees, which 
MVSIS . RES PUBLICA. FLORET. 1578. were augmented fr0111 time to time as the value of 
money changed, and the cost of living increased 
(Arnot). 
In 1584, 
considerable 


At that time, says Arnot, there appears to have 
been only two teachers belonging to this school, 
with a small salary, the eJ\.tent of which cannot be 


a man of superior attainments and 
gemus, namcù Hcrcules Rollock , a 
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native of Dundee, after undergoing a full course of Scots quarterly for each pupil" writter." In 1595 
study at St. Andrews, became head-master, and the school was the scene of that famous barrÙlg- 
among his pupils the name of one alone has come out and tragic tumult in which Bailie Madlorran 
down to us, William Drummond of Hawthornden, was shot, and of which a full rdation is given in 
the historian of the J ame3es, the poet and CJ.\"a- the account of his residence. 
lier. "In those days," sJ.Ys Steven, "frequent This fatal event greatly affected the sensiti\'e 
tumults took place, \\ hich seldom or never charac- mind of Rollock, while the expulsion of some 
terise modern times. The rude behaviour of the scholars, and the withdrawai of others by thc:ir 
boys towards their teachers, particularly manifested parents, thinned his classes, and at the same time 
in what has been termed a barring-olll, was frequently he lost the favour of the Town Council, and 
practised both in England and in Scotland in the I became involved in a litigation, which nMde such 
siJ\.teenth and seventeenth centuries," inroads on his slendt:r funds, that at his death in 
In 1580 the scholars were so turbulent that nine 1599 he left his family in such poverty that the 
of them were put in the Council in r 600 made a 
common prison; and during small grant to his widow. . 
Rollock's term of office the His successor was Alex- 
boys rose in absolute re- ander Hume, B.A. of St. 
bellion, and, arming them- Andre\\ s in t 5 74, and for 
selves with those deadly some years a tutor at Ox- 
weapons which then ford; but the precise mode 
abounded in every Scottish that was daily followed in 
household, they threatened the High School during the 
the lives of their teachers. sixtec:nth century is now 
"Rollock being determined quite unkno\\ n. 
not to suffer his authority In 1597-8 the studies 
to be trampled upon with of the school underwent a 
impunity, dispatched a mes- thorough revision, and the 
senger to the Council leading members of the legal 
Chamber for aid. The -J- and clerical professions \\ il- 
provost, with other func- 
_ lingly aided the somewhat 

 
L 



p

 C ' 
tionaries, repaired to the '" I Q, )!Ur 'l"", 
 unlettered Town ouncll, 
spot. It was soon disco- 

 and recommcnded that in 

......
 ;:;, '- " ,," ,', -"- . I Id 
,'ered that the malcontents 
 
 -" '\- , . \ all time conllng there s IOU 
would not be so easily - --><- . - 
-=----- - 
 be four regents or masters, 
bd d d CARVED STOVE WHICH \\AS OVER THE MAIN EKTRANCE , d ùl " 
su ue, an that they TO THE IIIGH SCHOOL FROM 15i 8 TO 1777. 'learned an go y men. 
were as much disposed to The f<<?urth regent was 
resist the civic authorities as they had already' Principal, and his duties were distinctly defined in 
disdainfully rejected the advice and commands of a document drawn up in Oct0ber, 1598. 
their excellent preceptor," The qüarterly eJ\.amillations, at which were 
By order of the provost, William Little, the present the magistrates, ministers , and members of 
entered, and the scholars were overawed, though Lam mas, and 
lartinmas. By all these officials 
fire-arms of every description, with swords and and the masters "nothing was left undone to Úll: 
halberds, were found in their possession; but in press on the minds of the young the abhorrence of 
such lawless proceedings the boys only imitated the tenets of the Roman Catholics," says Dr. 
the conduct of their seniors , who were daily engaged Steven; "but publicly to caricature the ecclesiastics 
in raids, brawls, and street tulzies. of another communion was surely unworthy of Pro- 
As a teacher Rollock was well supported by his testant magistrates and teachers. In the summcr 
countrymen; and in 159t, by the patronage of of 1598 the c.ity treasurer was directed to purchase 
Queen Anne, some Danes were entrusted as pupils grey cloth sufficient for five dresses resembling 
to his care. S.lve Greek and Latin, nothing had those worn by friars, and likewise coarse red cloth 
been taught as yet at the High School, but in 1593 1 to represent (in burlesqut') the offici..tl costume of 
a teacher of penmanship, named William Murdoch, his Holiness and the college of carùinals. The 
was appointed; yet no salary was allowed, though Corporation agreed to this outlay on the distinct 
the master \Va') authorist:J to charge tcn shillings' understanding that at the close of thi" theatrical 
85 
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display the dresses so used should be given to the 1 1 This w
s a gratuity presented to the masters by 
poor." their pupils at Candlemas, and he who gave the 
For many years the history of the school is little most was named the King, " B1eis" being the 
more than a biographical list of the various masters Scottish word for bla::::e, the origin of the gratuity 
and teachers. A fifth class was established in 1614 for must have been a Candlemas offering for the lights 
the rudiments of Greek during the rectorship of and candles anciently in use; moreover, the day 
John Ray (the friend of Zachary Boyd), who after was a holiday, when the boys appeared in their best 
being Professor of Humanity in the university for apparel accompanied by their parents. 
eight years, regarded it promotion to leave it to The roll was then called over, and each boy 
take full charge of the High School; and when he presented his offering. When the laaer was less 
died, in February, 1630, his office was again con- than the quarterly fee no notice was taken of it, but 
ferred upon a Professor of Humanity, Thomas if it amounted to that sum the rector exclaimed 
Crawford, who figured prominently amid the with a loud voice, Vz1'at; to twice the ordinary 
pageants with which Charles 1. was welcomed to fee, Floreat bis; for a higher sum, Floreat ter; for 
the city in 1633, and with Hawthornden and others a guinea and upwards, Gloriat I The highest 
composed and delivered some of the bombastic donor was named the Victor, or King. 
speeches on that occasion. The Council repeatedly issued injunctions 
In his time the number of pupils fluctuated against the levy of any "Bleis-s)'hoer, or Bent- 
greatly; he complained to the Council that though s)lper," but apparently in vain. The latter referred 
they had led him to expect" 400 bairns at the least," to the money for collecting bent, or rushes, to lay 
he had only 180 when he began office. But there down on the clay floor to keep the feet warm and 
is no authentic record of attendance at that early dry; and so lately as the commencement of the 
period; and it is curious that the abstract of the seventeenth century, during the summer season, 
annual enrolment of scholars goes no farther back the pupils had leave to go forth with hooks to 
than the Session of 1738-9, while a general matri- cut bent by the margins of Duddingston and 
culation register was not commenced till 1827. the Burgh lochs, or elsewhere, "Happily," says 
In December, 1640, Crawford returned to the Steven, of a later date, "all exactions are now un- 
university, and was succeeded by William Spence, known; and at four regular periods in the course of 
schoolmaster of Preston pans ; but to give all the each session, the teachers receive from their pupils 
successive masters of the institution would far a fixed fee, which is regarded as a fair remundation 
exceed our space. The maslers and scholars had for their professional labour." 
very indifferent accommorlation during the invasion I In those days the pupils attended divine service, 
of Cromwell after Dunbar. His troops made a accompanied by their masters, and were frequently 
barrack of the school-house, and while there broke I catechised before the congregation, A part of 
and burned all the woodwork, leavil1g it in such a I Lady Yester's Church, was set apart for their use, 
state of ruin that the pupils had to meet in Lady I and afterwards the eastern gallery of the Trinity 
Yester's Church till it was repaired by funds drawn CoIlege church. 
from the masters of the Trinity Hospital at the foot In 1680, the Privy Council issued a proclamation 
of Leith Wynd, prohibiting all private Latin schools to be opened 
A library for the benefit of the mstitution was within the city or suburbs, and thus the High 
added to it in 1658, and it now consists of many SchoGI enjoyed an almost undisturbed monopoly; 
thousand volumes. Among the first donors of and sixteen years after, in the proceedings of the 
books were John Muir the rector, all the Town Council, we find the following enactment :- 
m.lsters, Patrick Scott of Thirlstane, and John "Edinburgh, Sept. II, 1696.- The Council con- 
Lord Swinton of that ilk. Afterwards it was sup- sidering that the High School of this city being 
ported by the appropriation of one half of the situate in a corner at some distance, many of the 
matriculation fund to its use, and every way it is inhabitants, whose children are tender, being un- 
a valuable classical, historical, geographical, and willing to expose them to the cold winter mornings, 
anti'luarian collection. The rector anrl masters, and send thcm to the said school before the hour 
with the assistance of the janitor, discharge in of seven, as use is; therefore, the Council ordain 
rotation the duties of librarian. the masters of the said school in all time coming, 
An old periodical source of income deserves to to meet and convene at nine of the clock in the 
be noticed. In 1660, on the 20th January, the morning during the winter season, viz., from the 
Town Council ordered "the casualty called the 1st of November to the 1st :\[arch yc:u-Iy, and to 
blcis-silz'er" to be withheld until the 1St of March. teach the scholars till twch'e, that which they \\ere 
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in use to teach in those mornings and forenoons. i and four masters should f.wourably receive from 
And considering that the ordinary Latin rudiments I the scholars themselves whatever benevolence or 
in use to be taught children at their beginning to Candlemas offerings might be presented." 
the Latin tongue is difficult and hard for beginners, I Thomas Ruddiman, the eminent grammarian and 
and that Wedderburn's Rudiments are more plain schol,.tr, who was born at Boyndie in 1674, and 
and easy, the Council ordain the said masters in who in 1724 began to vary his great literary 
time coming, to teach and begin their scholars with undertakings by printing the ancient Caledolliall 
Wedderburn's Rudiments in place of the Latin lrIercury, about 1737 established-together with 
Rudiments in use as taughtfonuerly, Ro. CHI
SLIE, the rector, the masters, and thirty-one other per- 
Provost," sons-a species of proviùent association for their 
David Wedderburn, whose work is thus referred own benefit and that of their widows and chIldren, 
to, was born about 1570, and was the accomplished and adopting as the title of the society, "The 
author of many learned works, and died, it is sup- Company of the Professors and Teachers of the 
posed, about 1644, soon after the publication of liberal arts and sciences, or any branch or part 
his" Centuria Tertia." thereof, in the City of Edinburgh and dependencies 
In 1699 .1:40 Scots was voted by the magistrates thereoC' 
to procure books as J. re\\ard fvr the best scholars, The co-partners were all taxed equally; but 
and when the century closed the institution was in owing to inequalities in the yearly contributions, a 
a most creditable condition, and they-as patrons dissolution nearly took place after an existence of 
-----declared that "not a few persons that are now fifty years; but the association rallied, and still 
eminent for piely and learning, both in Church and exists in a flourishing condition. 
State, had been educated there." One of the most popular masters in the early 
In the year 1716 there was an outbreak among part of the eighteenth century was Mr. James 
the scholars for some reason now unknown; but BJ.rclay, who was appointed in June, 1742, and 
they seem to have conducted themselves in an out- whose experience as a teacher, attainments, and 
rageous manner, demolishing every pane of glass charJ.cter, caused him to be remembered by his 
in the school, and also of Lady Yester's church, scholars long after his removal to Dalkeith, where 
levelling to the earth even the solid stone wall he died in 1765. 
which enclosed the school-yard. About this time When Henry MackenÚe, author of the" Man of 
the janitor of the institution was David Malloch, a Feeling," was verging on his eightieth year, he 
man distinguished in after life as author of the contributed to Dr, Steven's "History," his remi- 
beautiful ballad of "William and Margaret," a poet niscences of the school in his own early years, 
and miscellaneous writer, and under-secretary to the between 1752 and 1757, which we are tempted to 
Prince of Wales in 1733; to please the English quote at length :- 
ear, he changed his name to 
\Iallet, and became "Rector Lees, a very respectable, grave, and 
an avowed infidel, and a venal author of the worst gentleman like man, father or uncle, I am not sure 
description. Dr. Steven refers to his receipt as which, of Lees, the Secretary for Ireland. He 
being extant, dated 2nd February, 1718, "for maintained great dignity, treating the other masters 
sixteen shillings and eight pence sterling, being his somewhat de haut en bas; severe, and rather too 
full salary for the preceding half-year. That was intolerant of dulness, but kind to more promising 
the exact period he held the office." talents. It will not be thought vanity, I trust-for 
In 1736 we again hear of the Bleis-sih'er, "a I speak with the sincerity and correctness of a 
profitable relic of popery, which it seemed difficult third person-when I say that I was rather a 
to relinquish." Heartburnings had arisen because favourite with him, and used for æveral years after 
i,t had become doubtful in what way the Candlemas he resigned his office to drink tea with him at his 
offerings should be apportioned between the rector house in a large laud or building at the country 
and masters; thus, on the 28th January in that end of the suburb caHed Pleasance, built by one 
year, the Council resolved" that the rector himself, Hunter. a tailor, whence it got the name of 
and no other, shall collect, not only his own quar- 'Hunter's Folly,' or ' the Castle o' Clouts.' 
terly fees, but also the fee of one shilling from " MAS rERS continued,-nrsl, or youngest class, 
each scholar in the other classes. The Council when I was put to school, Farquhar, a native of 
also transferred the right Irom the master of the Ban ffsh ire, cousin-german of Farquhar, author of 
third, to the m
,ster of the first elementary class, admired-and indeed they may be caned admir- 
to demand a shilling quarterly from each pupil in able-sermons, and of 1\11'. Farquhar, the \ïc:Jr of 
the rector's class; and declared that the rector Hayes, a sort oî 'Par:,on Adams,' a fa\ourite 01 
I 
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the great 'Villiam Pitt, afterwards Lord Chatham, were then removed to the Rector's class, where 
My mas1(;: was a great favourite of his pupils, they read portions of Livy, along with the other 
about sixty in number. classics "bove mentioned. The hours of atten. 
" Smwd.-Gilchrist, a good-humoured man, with d.mce were from seven to nine a.m., and after an 
a great de.ll of comedy about him; also liked by the interval of an hour for breakfast, from ten to twelve; 
class, in number somewhat exceeding Farquhar's. then after an interval of two hours (latterly, I think, 
"Third.-Rae, a severe, harsh-tempered man, in my time, three) for dinner, returned for twO 
but an excellent sdlOlar, a ri<;id disciplinarian, and hours in the afternoon, The scholars wrote versions, 
very frequent ftoggerofthe school, consequently very translations from Latin into English; and at the 
unpopular with the boys, though from the reputation, annual examination in August recited speeches, as 
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of his superIor le.lrning, he had more scholars than 'they were called, being extracts of remarkable 
either of the aLove ma5ters, passages from some of the Roman poets. 
" .hJlIrllz.- -Gib, an old man, short and squaLby, "Of 
l11inent men educate. I at the High School 
with a flaxen three-tailed wig, verging towards were most of the leading lawyers of Scotland. In 
dotage, though said to be in his younger days a modern times were President Hope, l\Ir, Brougham, 
very superior scholar, and particularly conversant l\Ir, Francis Horner, Mr. "Tilde, the gre.lt favourite 
in Hebrew, He had then only twenty-five or of Mr. Burke, ì\Ir. Reddie, town clerk of G!.tsgow , 
thirty pupils, who liked him from the indulgence who, during the short time he was at the Edin- 
whi::h his good-natured weakness and la,.,ity of burgh bar had a high reputation for his ability ;lnd 
discipline produced. knowledge of !.tw. Lord Woodhouselee W.lS at the 
"The scholars \\ ent through the four classes school \\ ith me, in the class below mine; so was 
taught by the under,masters, reading the usual I Lord ì\Teadowhank, who had for his tutor !\Ir. 
elementary Latin Looks-for at that time no (;reek Adam, aften\anls rector, The Chief Commissioner 
was taught in the High School-and so up to Adam was of the same st,11lding and class." 
Virgil, Horace, Sallust, and parts of Cicero, They! In 1765 began the connection of the eminent 
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Alexander Adam, LL. D., with this seminary, I At last several of the leading citizens, including 
when he was appointed joint-rector with Alexander among others, Sir William Forbes, Bart., of Pitsligo, 
Matheson, who dl<:d in .Machant's Court in 1799; Professor John Hope, William Dalrymple, and Alex- 
and of the many distinguished men who have pre-I ander Wood , surgeon, set afoot a subscription list to 
sided over it, few have left a higher reputation for build a new school, and on March 8, 1775, the 
learning. Council contributed thereto 300 guineas. The Duke 
Born at the Coates of Burghie in Elgin, in 1741, of Buccleuchgave 500, LordChancellorWedderburn, 
he was the son of humble parents, whose poverty 100, and eventually the sum of ;(,2,000 was raÏ!;ed 
was such, that during the winter mornings, in boy- -but the building cost double that sum ere it was 
huod, he conned his little Elzevir edition of Livy finished-and plans were prepared by Alexander 
and other tasks by the light of bog-splinters found Laing, architect. The managers of the Royal 
in the adjacent morass, having to devote to manual Infirmary presented the prcjectors with a piece of 
labour the brighter hours of day. In 1757 he I ground from their garden to enlarge the existing 
obtained a bursa.ryat Aberdeen, and after attending area, 
nd the Corporation of Surgeons also granted 
a free course of lectures at the Edinburgh Univer- a piece from the garden before their hall. 
sity, he was employed at the sum of one guinea per On the 24th June, 1777, the foundation-stone of 
quarter, in the family of Alan Maconochie, after- the second High School was laid by Sir \\ïlliam 
wards Lord 1\Ieadowbank. "At this time," says Forbes, as Grand Master Mason of Scotland. The 
Anderson in his biography of Adam, "he lodged: procession, which was formed in the Parliament 
in a srn.lll room at ke!>talrig, for which he paid Square, and which included all the learned bodies 
fourp<:nce per week, His breakfast consisted of in the city, moved uff in the following order:- 
oatmeal porridge with small beer; his dinner often I The magistrates in their robes of office; the Prin- 
of a penny loaf and a drink of water." Yet, at the cipal of the University(Robertson, the historian) and 
age of nineteen, so high were his attainments, he I the professors in their academic gowns; the Rector 
obtained-after a competitive examination-the Adams in his gown at the head of his class, the 
head-mastership of \\"atson's Hospital; and in scholars marching by threes-the smallest boys in 
17 6 5, by the influence of the future Lord Provost I front; the four masters, each with his class ;n the 
Kincaid, he became joint-rector of the High I same order; sixteen masonic lodges, and all the 
School with 1\Ir. Matheson, whose increasing in- I noblesse of the city, There was no South Bridge 
firmities compelled him to retire on a small annuity; then; so down the High Street and Black friars 
and thus, on the 8th of June, 1768, Adam SIlC- 'Vynd, and from the Cowgate upward, the procession 
ceeded him as sole rector, and most assiduously wound to the Hi.;h School yard. 
did he demte himself to his office. The total length of the building erected on this 
To him the school owes much of its high reputa- occasion-but now turned to other uses-was a 
tion, and is entirely indebted for the introduction hundred and twenty feet long, by thirty-eight The 
of Greek, which he achieved in 1772, in spite of I great hall, which was meant for prayers, measured 
the powerful opposition of the Senatlls Academicus.\ sixty-eight feet by thirty, and at each end was a 
Into his class he introduced a new Latin grammar I library of thirty-two feet by twenty. The second 
of his own compmition, as a substitute for Ruddi- floon\'as divided into five apartments or class-"ooms, 
man's, causing thereby a dispute between himself with a ceiiing of seventeen feet. It was all built 01 
and the ma<;ters, anll also the Town Council, in smoothly-dressed ashlar, and had a Doric portico of 
defiance of whose edict on the subject in 1786 he four columns, with a pediment. 
continued to use his own rules till they ceased to This, then, was the edifice most intimately asso- 
interfere \\ith hi,ll. In 1780 the degree of LL.D. ciated with the labours of the learned Rector 
\\as conferred upon him by the College of Edin- Adams, and one of the chief events in the history 
burgh, chiefly at the suggestion of Principal of which was the enrolment of Sir Walter Scott as 
Robertson; and before his death he had the satis- a scholar there when the building was barely twO 
faction of seeing his own grammar finally adopted years old, 
in the seminary to which he had devoted himself. "In 1779," says Sir Walter in his Autobiography, 
By 1774 it was found that the ancient school "I was sent to the second class of the grammar 
house, built in 1578, was incapable of accommo- scho01, or High Scho01, then taught by 1\lr. Luke 
dating the increased number of pupils; its unsuit- Fraser, a good Latin scholar and a very worthy man. 
able state had frequently been brought before the Though I had received with my brothers, in private, 
magistrates; but lack of revenue prevented them lessons of Latin from 1\Ir. j.lmes French, now a 
from applying the proper remedy of the gro\\ ing evil. minister of the Kirk of Scotl.lnd, I \h1S ne\ ertheless 
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behind the class in which I was placed both in bel1efited greatly in the usual classic course; and in 
years and progress. This was a real disadvantage, the years to come he never forgot how his heart 
and one to which a boy of lively temper ought to swelled with pride when the learned Rector an- 
be as little exposed as one who might be less ex- nounced that though many boys" understood the 
pected to make up his leeway, as it is called. The Latin better, Gualferus Scott was behind few in 
!>ituation has the lI'lfortunate effect of reconciling a following and enjoying the author's meaning. 
boy of the fonner character (which in a posthumous I Thus encouraged, I distinguished myself by some 
work I may claim for my own) to holding a subor- attempts at poetical versions from Horace and 
dinate station among his class-fellows, to w;lich he Virgil. Dr. Adam used to imite his scholars to 
would otherwise affix disgrace. There is also, write such essays, but never made them tasks. I 
from the cons.itution of the High School, a certain gained some distinction on these occasions, and the 
danger not sufficiently attended to. The boys take I Rector in future took much notice of me, and his 
precedence in their plllres , as they are called, judicious mixture of censure and praise went far 
according to their merit, and it r.::quires a long' to counterbalance my habits of indolence and 
while, in general, before even a clever boy (if he I inattention, I saw that I was expected to do well, 
falls behind the class, or is put into one for which I and I was piqued in honour to "indicate my 
he is not quite ready) can force his "ay to the master's favourable opinion. . . . . . Dr. 
situation which his abilities really entitle him to I Adam, to whom I owe so much, never failed to re- 
hold. . . . . It was probably owing to this circum, mind me of my obligations when I had made some 
stance that, although at a more advanced period of figure in the literary world." 
life I have enjoyed considerable facility in acquir- In 1783 Scott quitted the High School, intent 
ing languages, I did not make any great figure at -young though he was-on entering the army; 
the High School, or, at least, any exertions which but this his lameness prevented. His eldest son, 
I made were desultory, and little to be depended Lieut.-Co!. Sir Walter Scott, who died in 1847, on 
upon." board the IVdlt-sle)', near the Cape of Good Hope, 
In the class with Scott, at this time, were several was also a High School pupil, under Irwin and 
dever boys among whom he affectionately enumer- , Pillans, between 1809 and 1814. 
ates, the first dux, who retained that place without In the spring of 1782, David, Earl of Buchan, 
a day's interval during" all the while we were at the the active founder of the Scottish Society of 
High School "- James Buchan, afterwards head of I Antiquarians, paid a formal visit to the school, and 
the medic.ll staff in Egypt, where amiù the wards har.l1lgued the teachers and assembled scholars, 
of the plague-hospitals, "he displayed the same I after which Dr. Adam made an eJ\.tempore reply in 
well-regulated and gentle, yet determined persever- elegant I at in ; and nine years subsequently the 
ance, which placed him most worthily at the head of I latter gave to the world one of his most important 
his class-fellows;" his personal friends were David works," The Roman Antiquities," which has been 
Douglas, and John Hope, \\',S., who died in 18 4 2' 1 translated into many languages, and is now used as a 
" As for myself," he continues, " I glanced like class book in many English schools, yet for which 
a meteor from one end of the class to the other, I he only received the sum of .(,600, 
and commonly disgusted my master as much by In 1795 we find among the joint writing-masters 
negligence and frivolity, as I occasionally pleased at the High School the name of Allan Masterton, 
him by flashes of intellect and talent, Among my who was on such terms of intimacy with Robert 
companions my good nature and a flow of ready I Burns, and composed the music for his famous 
imagination rendered me "ery popular, Boys arc bacchanalian song, 
uncommonly just in their feelings, and. at least II Oh, IVillÙ! breweù a peek 0' mant, 
equally generolls. I ,vas also, though often And Rab and Allan earn' to prie; 
negligent of my own task, always ready to assist Thr
e blyther latls that lee lang- nicht, 
my friends, and hence I had a little party of staunch Ye warIna find in Christendie !" 
partisans an<l adherents, stout of heart and hand, " Willie" was \Villiam 
icol, I\I.A., another school- 
though somewhat dull of head-the very tools for master and musical amateur, afterwards a private 
raising a hero to eminence. So, 011 the whole, I teacher in Jackson's Land, on the north side of 
made a brighter figure in the }'ards than in the the High Street, in 1795, "The air is !\Iasterton's," 
Class," I says Burns; "the song is mine. . , , . \re 
After being three years in Luke Fraser's class, had such a joyous meeting that 1\11', l\Ia,sterton and 
Scott, ,,,ith other hoys of it, was turned over to I agreed, each in our own way, to celebrate the 
that 0'- the Rector Ad,ull, under \\ hose tuition he I business." 
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Of the Rector and other teachers we have the During all the years of his rectorship Adam 
following description by Mr. B. Mackay, M,.-\.., in was contributing from time to time to the classical 
Steven's work :-" I first saw the High School in literature of the country. The least popular of his 
180 3. I was then a youth of sixteen, and had come many works is the "Classical Biography," puu- 
fr,Jm Caithness, my native county, with a view to lished in 1800; and the last and most laborious of 
prosecute the study of medicine . . The I his useful compilations was his abridged" Lexicon 
first master to whom I was introduced was the cele- I Li11gllæ LatÙlæ ComþmdiariulIl," Svo, published in 
brated Dr. Adam. He was sitting at his study 1805, Through life he had been a hard student 
table with ten or twelve large old volumes spread and an early riser. On leaving his class at three 
out before him. He received us with great kind- p.m., his general walk was round by the then 
ness, invited me to visit his class, and obligingly tree-shaded Grange Loan; but in earlier years his 
offered to solve any difficulties that might present favourite ramble was up the green slopes of Arthur's 
themselves in the course of my classical reading, Seat. Having been seized in school with an 
but held out no prospect of private teaching. His apoplectic attack, he languished for five days, and 
appearance was that of a fresh, strong , healthy as death was approaching, fancying himself during 
old man, with an exceedingly benevolent counten- the wand
rings of his mind, as the light faded 
ance. Raeburn's portrait of him, hung up in the I from his eyes, still among his pupils, he said, " Bul 
school, is an admirable likeness, as well as the it grows dark-boys, you may go ! " and instantly 
print engraved from it. He wore a short thread- expired, in the 68th year of his age, on the 18th 
bare spencer, or jacket, which gave him rather a December, 180 9. 
droll appearance, and, as I then thought, indicated His remains were laid in the gloomy little ground 
economical habits. I was successively introduced attached to S1. Cuthbert's chapel of ease, where a 
to all the other masters, and visited their classes. monument was erected to his memory with a Latin 
The first day I entered Dr. Adam's class he came inscription thereon, written by Dr, James Gregory 
forward to meet me, and said, 'Come away, sir! of the Edinburgh University. He was among the 
You will see more done here in an hour than in last who adhered to the old-fashioned dress 
any other school in Europe.' I sat down on one breeches and silk stockings, with knee and shoe- 
of the cross henches, The Doctor was calling up bucklcs and the queue, though he had relinquished 
pupils from all parts of it; ta1-ing sometimes the the use of hair-powder, 
head, sometimes the foot of the forms; sometimes A successor "as found to him in the person of 
he examined the class downwards from head to Mr. James Pillans, M,A. (the" paltry Pillans" of 
foot , and sometimes from foot to head. Byron's" English Bards and Scotch Reviewers "), 
The next class I visited was that of Mr. Alexander who was elected rector on the 24th of January, 1810. 
Christison, afterwards Professor of Humanity. He As one of the Doctor's early purils, and ranking neJ\.t 
was seated quite erect in his desk, his chin resting to Francis Homer, who had borne off the highest 
on his thumb, and his fore-finger turned up tmvards honours, he entered upon his duties with enthusiasm, 
his temple, and occasionally pressed against his and the ardour \\ ith which he was received in the hall 
nose. When we entered he took no notice of us. of the High School on his appearance there, augured 
He was giving short sentences in English, and well for the future. In IS I 2 he published a selec- 
requiring the boys to turn them extemþore into tion from the school exercises of his best pupils, a 
Latin, and vary thcm through all the moods and \'olumc , which, excepting imperfections , was most 
tenses, which they did with great readiness and honourable to the boyish authors, the oldest of 
precision. His class was numerous, but presented \\ hom had not reached his fifteenth year. A 
the stillness of death. You might have heard a favourable critique of this unique work-which was 
pin drop. The next master to in Latin metre-appeared in the Quarte!!J' Review 
whom I was introduced was !\Ir. Luke Fraser, from the pen of the then poet laureate, Southey, 
whom we found standing on the floor examining To the cultivation of Greek literature great 
his class. He was, I think, the strongest built man attention was now paid, and the appearance made 
I ever beheld. He was then old, and wore a by the pupils at their periodical examinations was 
scratch wig. The class, like the rest, was numerous so brilliant, that on the motion of Sir John 
and in fine order. In changing books, however, l\Iarjoribanks, Bart., the Lord Provost, the Town 
the boys made a little noise, which he checked by Council unanimously re'iolved on the 27 th July, 
a tremendous stamp on the floor that made both 1814, "that there be annually presented by the 
them and me quake, and enveloped his 0\\ n legs City of Edinburgb to the boy at the head of the 
in a cloud of dust." Greek class, taught by the Rector of the High 
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School, a gold medal of the same value (five Humanity in the University, which he filled lung 
guineas) as that annu.111y presented to the Latin and with the highest honour. 
class." He W.1S succeeded as Rector by Aglionby-Ross 
"Several circumstances, to which I shall briefly Carson, 1\1..-\., LL. D, a n.ltive of Dumiries-shire, 
advert," wrote an old pllpil to Dr. Steven, "seemed , who in 1806 had obtained a mastership in the 
in my time, to distinguish the High School, and school, and laboured in it assiduously and success- 
could not f,til to give a peculi.u chancter to many fully. Three months before his appointment as 
of its scholars in after life. For instance, the Rector he had declined the Greek chair in the 
variety of ranks: for I used to sit between a youth University of St Andrews, to which, though not a 
of a ducal family and the son of a poor cob
ler. , candidate, he had been elected. It was while ht' 
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THE SECOND HIGH SCHOOL , 1820. (AflerStorer,) 


Again, the variety of nations: for in our class was in office that the third and last High &:hool- 
under Mr, Pillans there were boys from Russia, ' I that magnificent building which has been descril;ed 
Germany, Slvitzerland, the United States, Barbadoes, in our account of the Calton H ill-was erected; 
St. Vincent's, Demerara, the East Indies, England, and the closing examination in the old school- 
and Ireland. But what I conceive was the chief house at the foot of Infirmary Street took place in 
characteristic of our school, as compared at least I the autumn of 182!
, and that interesting locality, 
with the great English schools, was its semi- I where the successive youth of Edinburgh for more 
domestic, semi.public constitution, and especially than two hundred and seventy years had t10ckerl 
our constant intercourse at home with our sisters for the acquisition of classical learning--a school- 
and other folk of the other sex, these, too, being I boy scene enshrined in the memories of many 
educated in Edinburgh; and the latitude we had generations of men, was 1Ihanòoned for ever. 
for making excursions in the neighbourhood." I In 1828 the disused school-house was sold to 
In June, 1820, the connecti0n ceased between the managers of the Royal Infirmary for ;(,7,5 00 , 
the school and Mr. Pillans, who, on the death of and was adapted to form part of the Surgical 
Professor Christison, was awarded the Chair of Hospital, extern.llly, however, remaining unchanged 
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DR. ADA
I. (After tl" Portrait
" Reubu.....) 


CHAPTER xxxn. 
THE OLD ROYAL INFIR;\IARY-SURGEON SQUARE. 


The Old Royal Infirmary-Projected in time of George I.-The First H"'pital Opened-The Royal Charter-Second Hospital Built- 
Opened 1741-Size and Constitution-Benefactors. Patients-Struck by Lightning-Cllaplain's Duties-Ca.'òt"s in the Present Day-The 
Keith Fund-Notabilities of SUrJl;eOD Square-The Hou.,e of Cuniehill-The Hall of the Ro}aJ and Medical Society-Its Foundation- 
Hell's Surgical Theatre. 


THOUGH the ancient Scottish Church had been A pamphlet was issued in Edinburgh in 1721 
during long ages distinguished for its tenderness suggesting the creation of such an institution, and 
and charity towards the diseased poor, a dreary there seems reason to suppose that the require- 
interval of nearly two centuries, says Chambers, ments of her rising medical schools demanded it; 
intervened between the extinction of its lazar-houses but the settled gloom of the" dark age" subsequent 
and leper-houses, and the time when a merely to the Union, usually stifled e\'erfthing, and the 
civilised humanity suggested the establishment of matter went to sleep till 1725, when it was revived 
a regulated means for succouring the sickness- by a proposal to raise L 2,000 sterling to carry it 
stricken of the poor and homeless classes. lout. 
86 
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In that year a fishing company was dissolved, body on this occasion, and voted thirty guineas 
and the partners were p.evailed upon to assign part towards the new Infirmary. 
(Jf their stock to promote this benevolent institution, This portion of the building was, till lately, 
which the state of the poor in Edinburgh rendered called the Medical House. Supplies of money were 
so necessary, as hitherto the members of the Royal promptly rendered. The General Assembly-with a 
College of Physicians had given both medicines little better success-again ordered collections to 
and advice to them gratis. be made, and the Established clergy were now pro- 
A subscription for the purpose was at the same bably spurred on by the zeal of the Episcopalians, 
time urged, and application made to the General who contributed to the best of their means; so 
Assembly to recommend a subscription in all the did various other public bodies and associations. 
parishes under its jurisdiction; but Arnot records, Noblemen and gentlemen of the highest position, 
to the disgrace of the clergy of that day, that" ten merchants, artisans, farmers, carters-all subscribed 
(Jut of eleven utterly disregarded it." substantially. Even the most humble in the ranks 
Aid came in from lay purses, and at the second of the industrious, who could not otherwise aid the 
meeting of contributors, the managers were elected, noble undertaking, gave their personal services at 
the rules of procedure adjusted, and in 1 7 29, on the building for several days gratuitously. 
the 6th of August, the Royal Infirmary-one of Many joiners gave sashes to the windows. A 
the grandest and noblest institutions in the British Newcastle glass-making company glazed the whole 
Isles, was opened, but in a very humble fashion- house gratis; and by personal correspondence 
ill a small house hired for the sick poor, near the money was obtained, not only from England and 
old University-a fact duly recorded in the Ireland, but from other parts of Europe, and even 
./JI01zthly Chr01zicle of that year, on the 18th of from America, as Maitland records; but this would 
the month. This edifice had been formerly used be, of course, from Scottish colonists or exiles. 
by Dr. Black, Professor of Chemistry, as the place So the work of progression went steadily on, 
for delivering his lectures, says Kincaid, but this until the present great quadrangular edifice on the 
must have been before his succession to the chair. south side of Infirmary Street was complete. It 
It was pulled down when the South Bridge was consists of a body and two projecting wings, all 
built. Six physicians and surgeons undertook to four storeys in height. The body is 210 feet long, 
give, as before, medicines and attendance gratis; and in its central part is thirty-six feet wide; in the 
and the total number of patients received in the end portions, twenty-four. Each wing is seventy 
first year amounted to only thirty-five, of whom feet long, and twenty-four wide. The central por- 
nineteen were dismissed as cured, The six physi- tion of the edifice is ornate in its architecture, 
cians, whose names deserve to be recorded with having a range of Ionic columns surmounted by a 
honour, were John 1\1 'Gill, Francis Congalton, Palladian cornice, bearing aloft a coved roof and 
George Cunninghame, Robert Hope, Alexander cupola. Between the columns are two tablets 
::\1:unro, and John Douglas. "Such was the origin having the inscriptions, "I was naked and ye 
of the Edinburgh Infirmary, which, small as it was clothed me;" "I was sick and ye visited me;" 
at first, was designed from its very origin as a and between these, in a recess, is, curiously enough, 
benefit to the whole kingdom, no one then dream- a statue of George II. in a Roman costume, carved 
ing that a. time would come when every considerable in London. 
county town would have a similar hospital." The access to the different floors is by a large 
In the year 1736, by a royal charter granted by staircase in the ce,ntre of the building, so spacious 
George II., at Kensington palace, on the 25th of as to admit the transit of sedan chairs, and by two 
August, the contributors were incorporated, and smaller staircases at each end. The floors are 
they proposed to rear a building calculated to ac- portioned out into wards fitted up with beds for the 
commodate 1,700 patients per annum, allowing six patients, and there are smaller rooms for nurses 
weeks' residence for each at an average; and after a and medical attendants, with others for the manager, 
careful consideration of plans a commencement was for consultations, and students waiting. 
made with the east wing of the present edifice, the Two of thc wards devoted to patients whose 
foundation-stone of which was laid on the 2nd of cases are decmcd either remarkable or instructive, 
August, 173 8 , by George 
[ackenzie, the gallant are set apart for clinical lectures attended by 
Earl of Cromarty, who was then Grand Master I students of medicine, and delivered by the professors 
}[ason of Scotland, and was afterwards attainted of clinical surgery in the adjacent University. 
for leading 400 of his clan at the battle of Falkirk. Within the attic in the centre of the building is a 
The Royal College of Physicians attended as a spacious theatre, capable of holding above 200 
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students to witness surgical operations. The In- 
finnary has separate wards for male and female 
patients, and a ward which is used as a Lock 
hospital; but even in ordinary periods the building 
had become utterly incompetent for the service 
of Edinburgh, and during the prevalence of an epi- 
demic afforded but a mere fraction of the required 
accommodation, and hence the erection of its mag- 
nificent successor, to which we shall refer elsewhere. 
The Earl of Hopetoun, in 1742, and for the last 
twenty-five years of his life, generously contributed 
f,; 4 00 per annum to the in"titution when it was 
young and struggling, In 1 i50 Dr. Archibald K.err 
of Jamaica bequeathed to it an estate worth 
L218 lIS. 5d. yearly; and fi\-e years afterwards 
the Treasury made it a gift of L8,00o; yet it has 
never met with the support from Government that 
it ought to have done, and which similar institutions 
in London receive. 
But the institution owed most of its brilliant 
success to Lord Provost Drummond. Among his 
associates in this good work he had the honoured 
members of the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons 
in Edinburgh, ever first in all works of goodness and 
charity; and the first Dr. Munro, Professor of 
Anatomy, was singularly sanguine of the complete 
success of the undertaking. 
That portion of the house which was founded by 
the Earl of Cromarty was opened for the reception 
of patients in December, I7 4 I. The theatre de- 
scribed was made to serve the purposes also of a 
chapel, and twelve cells on the ground floor, for cases 
of deliri1lm tremms , being found unnecessary, were 
converted into kitchens and larders, &c. The 
grounds around the house, consisting of two acres, 
and long bounded on the south by the city wall, 
were laid out into grass walks for the convalescents, 
and ultimately the house was amply supplied with 
water from the city reservoir, 
In the years 1743-4 the sick soldiers of the 
regiments quartered in the Castle were accom- 
modated in the Infirmary; and in the stormy 
period of the' -1-5 it was of necessity converted into 
a great military hospital for the sick and wounded 
troops of both armies engaged at Preston pans and 
elsewhere; and in 1748 the surgeon-apothecaries, 
who since 1729 had gi\-en all manner of medical 
aid gratis, were feed for the first time. Wounded 
from our armies in Flanders have been sent there 
for treatment. 
In I7 48, after paying for the site, building, 
furniture, &c., the stock of the institution amounted 
to L5,ooo; and sick patients not wishing to beresi- 
dent were invited to apply for advice on 110n- 
da}S and Fridays, and were in cases of necessity 


admitted as supernumeraries at the rate of 6d. per 
day. About this time there was handed over an 
Invalid Grant made by Government to the city. 
on consideration of sixty beds being retained for 
the use of all soldiers who paid 4d per diem for 
accommodation. This sum, L8,270, was fully made 
over to the managers, who, for some time after,found 
themselves called upon to entertain so many mili- 
tary patients, that a guard had to be mounted on 
the house to enforce order; and liberty was ob- 
tained to deposit all dead patients in Lady Yester's 
churchyard, on the opposite side of the street. 
Hitherto the physicians had, with exemplary 
fidelity, attended the patients in rotation; but in 
January, 1751, the managers on being empowered 
by the general court of contributors, selected Dr. 
David Clerk and Dr. Colin Drummond, physicians 
in ordinary, paying them the small honorarium of 
L30 annually. 
The University made offer to continue its 
services, together with those of the ordinary phy- 
sicians, which offer was gladly accepted; and 
though the practice fell into disuse, they were long 
continued in monthly rotation. To the option of 
the two ordinary physicians was left the visiting 
of the patients conjointly, or by each taking his 
own department. "It was their duty to sign the 
tickets of admission and dismission. In case of any 
unforeseen occurrences or dangerous distemper, the 
matron or clerks were permitted to use this autho- 
rity; the physicians on their arrival, however, were 
expected to append their signatures to the tickets. 
The good and economy of the house from the first, 
induced the managers to appoint two of their 
number to visit the institution once every month, 
who 'were enjoined to inquire how far the patients 
were contented with their treatment, and to note 
what they found inconsistent with the ordinary 
regulations: their remarks to be entered in a book 
of reports, to come under review at the first meet- 
ing of managers." (" Journal of Antiq.," Vol. II.) 
In 1754 some abuses prevailed in the mode of 
dispensing medicines to the out-door patients, 
detrimental to the finances; an order was given for 
a more judicious and sparing distribution. In the 
following year application was made to the To\\ n 
Council, as well as to the Presbytery of the Church, 
to raise money at their several churches to provide 
a ward for sick servants-which had been found 
one of the most useful in the house. From its 
first institution the ministers of the city had, in 
monthly rotation, conducted the religious services; 
but in the middle of 1756 the managers appointed 
a regular chaplain, whose duty it was to preach 
every Monday in the theatre for surgical operations. 
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He had, moreover, to say prayers twice weekly, Three were struck down; two recovered, but one 
and be ever ready to attend the dying when sum- became delirious, (Scot. .lIIag. Vol. XXX.) 
moned by them. The Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons had 
In 1763 a number of Scottish soldiers disbanded been in the habit of giving medical attendance 
on the great reduction of the army in that year, sick, in monthly rotation; but the managers, finding 
lame, and destitute, applied for admission to the this to prove inconvenient,' selected two regular 
hospital. On this, an extraordinary meeting of the physicians and four expert surgeons, to whom 
managers was summoned, and their application was various departments were committed. The four 
granted, though the fom1er did not consider them- latter were named substitutes, and divided the 
selves bound in any way to do so; and in that year, , year equally, so that each had his own quarter. 



, 


.' Ü 


'- 


'1
 I 
--">
o ;;,;-,,"'" 



 



, 


.
 

 


. 
'fi ' 
 ,;,jj 
' 

.,
::: '
!"'lI 
:::
líf:
I;I
 
OO,liltW"Il
æ:
[jkl 
 

,
 [II. 3
 ;111,1 '
 


n
'f
':'I!t '= 
E 
 lIt 
 l ; !il l ' < i 
:- }.l . 
l!.J;-æ 
rl;,I1t
 
F
ll

T

 
. 
 
-, 

 


H 

 



r 
"
 



 
--
- -.t- ... 

V 
fJ


 'J', 
- r
'>:Æ 


 
 
-
:'


--F:-
:7-


 - -.; 
. ... 
 T".w'>10,.... "- 
...!
i?5=2-
 .....,.- - 

 

 1\. c*-'-L. 


:::Ø---= __.::?- _

 _ 
!:þ --. 
 
---.;:.- -- -- -------
 


it 


I,; 
, .. ' 
" 1,' 
"' .
t'T_"'" _
 1.__ 

'\tr:f 
ed<
,.... - i..'r-' 

"';-
";{


 , ' ;r. 

"'!ì7 "'T 
 "
\=__

_. 

.., / ,....--....'7i-"l 
= -ÿ:: 
 '<: - i.... -,
 :'
6-
), _" 

 - ''-'''; ,,'
 ;;;:.., --..

:.<fJ:
-.-;'jll: r.. ' - 
- -' .'; 



:a_' , 
- -- --,
',6i'f
' -.. ..:
.... . ""'" 
_ -= 
 
 


t


_
 
:
i




;-
.,.
, 
 


TilE OLD )i.lI\',\L DIFlR:\IARY. (.r1ft<r the Drawing by Paul Sandby, in J'faitlallås .. Histor)' if Edinburgh.") 


in pursuance of an order he received from the Com- I The other surgeons, or ordinaries of the I ncor- 
mander-in-chief, Dr, Adam Austin commenced a ' poration, attended by monthly rotation. The four 
regular visitation of the military wards, on the state I substitutes, besides their quarterly attendance, had 
of which he was bound to report to the Adjutant- their monthly tour of duty with the rest; "and 
General in Scotland. The Doctor was a Fellow of I when the month of any of the four fell in with his 
the Royal College of Surgeons. He married Anne, I quarter, then, either the next substitute in order 
daughter of Hugh Lord Semple, and left a daughter was to become his assistant, or he was to apply for 
who died so lately as March, 1864, a
ed 100 years the assistance of another for that month, that the 
and more. (Scotsman, 7th :\larch, 1864.) attendance of two might at no time be wanting in 
In 1768 the whole edifice narrowly escaped the Infim1ary." 
destruction, apparently not being provided with a I Such was the organised system of attendance; 
lightning conductor. On the 30th of July the south besides all this, the managers enjoined these sub- 
wing was struck furiously by lightning; many of stitutes to be present at all consultations, to take 
rhe windows were destroyed and the building much charge of all dresses and dressings, of the record 
<i.lmaged; several of the patients felt the shock, of surgical cases kept by the surgeons' clerks, and 
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of the instruments for the use of the wards; and I be mentioned that between 177 0 and 1775 the 
to each of these four surgeons, after 1766, was numbers admitted yearly at an average amounted 
assigned a salary in proportion to what the fmlds to 1,567i, and the number of deaths 63t. and, 
of the institution admitted. omitting ìractional parts, the deaths were to the 
Distinct as these regulations were, they did not numbers admitted as I to 25. 
work well, and a committee was appointed to con- In 1778 the total number of patients with their 
fer with the managers in 1769 to adjust certain attendants made up a family of 230, but so rapid 
matters that were in dispute, and new arrangements has been the increase of the population, that be- 
were made. Under these" one of the substitutes tween October 1846 and October [847 no fewer 
was to be changed annually, and his place supplied I than 7.576 patients sought refuge within its walls. 
by a brother duly elected by the Incorporation, Of these 1,059 died-" a large number no doubt," 
of Surgeons ac- says a report, 
cording to se- "still, but for 
niority-at least such a house of 
in the order in refuge, how 
whichtheycould , many more 
tind any dis-... 't would have 
posed to accept breathed out 
of the trust: all i their last amidst 
this was to be _ the noxious 
done under the abodes of our 
authority of the city, spreading 
managers, and I 
 wider and wider 
to continue in :;:l.- 
 the pestilential 
force until they L Sf calamity which 
saw cause to " j -:. " lit has swept away 
alter it." 
 
a: iìì1 its thousands of 
.-\bout 17 6 9 ' I.!! victims in all 
the ordinary II J '" parts of the 
P atients, exclu- C' f count ry ." 

 I I 1 ,." .. 
sive of soldiers I ' .f r In the year 
and servants, t ;: 184 8 the chap- 
averaged about - lain \\ as re- 
sixty; but the 'w t quired by new 
funds having 
 regulations t,) 
grown apace, read a portion 
eighty \vere ac- .---1. - of the- Scrip- 
commodated. IIiE OLD ROYAL I/;FlR
IAln, 1820. (After Storer,) tures, and en- 
"If the phy- gage in devo- 
sicians, on a due consideration of certain cases tional exercises in every ward in the house-a 
thought otherwise, no more were to be admitted, duty which generally occupied about five hours; 
and those taken in, so long as they remained he had to meet the convalescent patients in chapel 
!'lIpernumetaries, were expected to pay sixpence for religious duty every evening; to be ready to 
per day." ; attend the dying, and he had to preach twice on 
Dr. John Stedman, on the 2nd of August, 1773, Sunday to the nurses, servants, and all patients 
\\as elected in place of Dr. Drummond, who had who could attend, 
emigrated to Bristol; but his health was so infirm, I In the old house ovcr 5,000 patients were ,ad- 
that in 1775 Dr. Black was chosen in his place, IT'ittedannually, of whom about 2,300 weresurglc:!.l 
and afterwards Dr. James Hamilton senior, long cases. The average number of out-door patients 
one of the ornaments of the city; and after ob- yearly was about 12,000, obtaining the benefit 
taining also the office of physician to George I of the highest professionai skill of the medical and 
Heriot's, the Trades Maiden. and Merchant )Iaiden surgical officers, and receiving all the necessary 
Hospitals, he superintended these benevolent insti- I dressings, appliances, and comforts at the expense 
tutioD
 for 'Ipwards of fifty years, I of the house, which has an admirable staff of nurses 
As an estimate of the good accomplished it may I under a lady-suj)erintemlent. 
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We may close our notice of the Old Royall and surrounded by a spacious garden, enclosed on 
Infirmary by a reference to the Keith Fund, estab- I the south and east by the battlemented wall of 
lished by the late Mrs. Janet :Ylurray Keith and I the city, and having a doorway in the boundary 
her sister Ann for the relief of incurable patients wall of the High School yard on the north. On 
who have been in the house, These generous ladies the site of this edifice there was raised the future 
by trust-deed left a sum of money, the interest of Royal College of Surgeons, giving still its name to 
which was to be applied for the behouf of all who the adjacent Square, 
were discharged therefrom as incurable by the loss On the west side of that square stood the hall of 
ot their limbs, or so forth. The fund, which con- the Royal :\Iedical Society, which, Arnot says, was 
sists of Bank of Scotland stock, is held for this coëval with the institution of a regular school of 
purpose by trustees, who are annually appointed medicine in the University" by the establishment 
by the managers of the Royal Infinnary, the of professors in the different branches of that 
annual dividend to which amounts to .:/:250. In science. Dr. Cullen, Dr. Fothergill, and others 
18 77 there were on the list of recipients 101 of the most eminent physicians in Britain, were 
patients receiving allowances varying from.:/:I to among the first of its members. None of its 
.:/:4; and in their deed of settlement the donors records, however, of an earlier date than A.D. 
express a hope that the small beginning thus made 1737, have been preserved." 
fur the relief of such sufferers, if well managed, Since that year the greater number of the stu- 
may encourage richer persons to follow their dents of medicine at the University, who have 
example. Although this trust is appointed to be been distinguished in after years by their eminence, 
kept separate for ever from the affairs of the Royal diligence, and skill, have been members of this 
Infirmary, the trustees are directed to publish Society, to which none are admitted until they have 
annually, with the report of the managers, an ab- made some progress in the study of physic. 
stract of the fund, with such other infonnation as In May, 1775, the foundation stone of their new 
they may deem desirable. hall in Surgeon Square was laid by Dr. Cullen in 
In the account of the west side of the Pleasance the presence of the other medical professors, the 
we have briefly adverted to the ancient hall of the presidents of the learned societies, and a large 
Royal College of Surgeons, * which, bounded by the audience. 
eastern flank of the city wall, was built by that This Society was erected into a body corporate by 
body \\ hen they abandoned their previous place of a royal charter granted on the 14th of December, 
meeting, which they rented in Dickson's Close for 1778, and "is intended," says Arnot, writing of it 
.:/:4 0 yearly, and acquired Curriehill House and in his own time, "as a branch of medical education, 
grounds, the spot \\ithin the angle of the wall and a source of further discoveries and improve- 
referred to. This had anciently belonged to the ments in that science, and those branches of 
Black Friars, but was secularised, and passed suc- I philosophy intimately connected with it. The 
ces
ively into the hands of Sir John and Sir James members at their weekly meetings read in rotation 
Skene, judges of the Court of Session, both under discourses on medical subjects, which, at least six 
the title of Lord Curriehill, Sir James Skene months previous to their delivery, had been assigned 
" succeeded Thomas, Earl of Melrose, as President to them by the Society, either at their own request 
on the 14th Feb., 1626, in which office he con- or by lot. And before any discourse be publicIy 
tinued till his ded.th, which took place on the 15th read it is communicated in writing to every mem- 
October. 1633, in his own lodging beside the ber, three of whom are particularly appointed to 
Grammar School of Edinburgh." impugn, if necessary, its doctrines. From these 
After them it became the property of Samuel circumstances the author of every discourse is in- 
Johnstoun of the Sciennes; and after him of the duced to bestow the utmost pains in rendering it as 
patrons of the university, who made it the house complete as possible; :md the other members ha\'e 
of their professor of divinity, and he sold it to the an opportunity of coming prepared to point out 
surgeons for 3,000 merks Scots in 1656. every other view in which the subject can be ren- 
This house, which should have been described in dered. Thus, emulation and industry are eJo..cited, 
its place, is shown hy Rothiemay's plan (see p. 241) genius is called forth, and the judgment exercised 
in 1647 to have been a large half-quadrangular four- and improved. By these means much information 
storeyed house, with dormer windows, a circular is obtained respecting facts and doctrines already 
turnpike stair with a conical roof on its north front, published; new opinio:1s are often suggested, and 
- - I further inquiries pointed out. And it is acknow- 
. Vol, I., pp. 382-3, Iledged by all who are acquainted with the Univer- 
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sity of Edinburgh that the Medical Society has 
contributed much to the prosperity and reputation 
of this school of physic." 
Such are still the objects of the Royal Medical 
Society, which has now, however, quitted its old 
hall and chambers for newer premises in 7 Mel- 
bourne Place, Its staff consists of four presidents, 
two honorary secretaries, curators of the library 
and museum, with a treasurer and sub-librarian. 
Many old citizens of good position had resi- 
òences in and near the High School yards and 
Surgeon Square. Among these was Mr. George 
Sinclair of Ulbster, who married Janet daughter of 
Lord Strathmore, and who had a house of seven 
rooms in the yard, which was advertised in the 
Courallt of 1761. His son was the eminent agri- 
culturist, and first baronet of the family, 
In 1790 a theatre for dissections and an ana- 
tomical museum were erected in Surgeon Square 
by Dr. John Bell, the eminent anatomist, who was 
born in the city on the 12th May, 1763, and who 
most successfully applied the science of anatomy 


to practical surgery-a profession to which, curiously 
enough, he had from his birth been devoted by 
his father. The latter, about a month before the 
child's birth, had-when in his 59th year-undergone 
with success a painful surgical operation, and his grati- 
tude led him to vow he would rear his son John to the 
cause of medicine for the relief of mankind; and 
after leaving the High School the boy was duly 
apprenticed to :\-Ir. Alexander Wood, surgeon, and 
soon distinguished himself in chemistry, midwifery, 
and surgery, and then anatomy, which had been 
somewhat overlooked by Munro. 
In the third year after his anatomical theatre 
had been opened in the now obscure little square, 
he published his" Anatomy of the Human Body," 
consisting of a description of the action and play 
of the bones, muscles, and joints. In 1797 ap- 
peared the second volume, treating of the heart 
and arteries. During a brilliant career, he devoted 
himself with zeal to his profession, till in 1816 he 
was thrown from his horse, receiving a shock from 
which his constitution never recovered. 
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The Sanctuary-Geology of the Hill-Origin of it. 
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Anthony's Chapel and Well-The Volunteer Review before ,he Queen. 


TAKI
G Up the history of the districts of the city (legal alterations have rendered retirement to the 


in groups as we have done, we now come to Arthur's 
Seat, which is already well-nigh surrounded, es- 
pecially on the west and north, by streets and 
manSlOns. 
Towering to the height of 822 feet above the 
Forth, this hill, with the Craigs of Salisbury, occupies 
the greater portion of the ancient Sanctuary of 
Holyrood, which included the royal park (first 
enclosed and improved from a condition of natural 
forest by James V. and Queen Mary), St. Anne's 
Yard and the Duke's Walk (both now obliterated), 
the Hennitage of St. Anthony, the Hunter's Bog, 
and the southern parks as far as Duddingston, a 
tract of five miles in circumference, in which per- 
sons were safe from their creditors for twenty-four 
hours, after which they must take out a Protectio1l, 
as it was called, issued by the bailie of the abbey; 
the debtors were then at liberty to go where they 
pleased on Sundays, without molestation; but later 


Sanctuary to a certain extent unnecessary, 
The recent formation of the Queen's Drive 
round the hill, and the introduction of the rifle 
ranges in the valley to the north of it, have des- 
troyed the wonderful solitude which for ages 
reigned there, even in the vicinity of a busy and 
stormy capital. Prior to these changes, and in 
some parts even yet, the district bore the character 
which Arnot gave it when he wrote :-" Seldom are 
human beings to be met in this lonely vale, or any 
creature to be seen, but the sheep feeding on the 
mountains, or the hawks and ravens winging their 
flight among the rocks." The aspect of the lion- 
shaped mountain and the outloine of the craigs 
are known to everyone, There is someth:ng cer- 
tainly grand and awful in the front of mighty slope 
and broken rock and precipice, which the !atter 
present to the city. Greenstone, which has l)een 
upheaved through strata surfaced with sandstone 
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and clay, forms the body of this mighty mass; and 
in places where the sandstone has been quarried 
(as the craigs were for years to pave the streets of 
London), beautiful specimens have been obtained of 
radiated hæmatites, intermixed with steatites, green 
fibrous iron ore, and calcareous spar, a most un- I 
common mixture, I 
In many parts of the craigs have been found 


them tearing the rock a\\ay in masses. Marks of 
the glacier are to be found all over these craigs and 
.Arthur's Seat, and on various parts are found rounded 
boulders, some of which have been worked back- 
wards and forwards till left at last, stranded by the 
farewell ebb of an ancient sea. 
The rocky cone of Arthur's Seat is strongly mag- 
netic, Mr. William Galbraith first called the atten, 


/' 


>;jÞ 


PI AN OF ARTHUR'S SEAT (THE SANCTUARY OF HOLYROOD). 


veins of calcareous spar, talc, 1001ite, and amethys- 
tine quartzose crystals; and strange to say several 
large blocks of the same greenstone of which they 
are composed are to be found on Arthur's Seat, at 
elevations of from eighty to 200 feet above the 


cralgs. 
In ascending the steep path which leads from 
Holyrood to the top of the latter, we pass over 
layers of sandstone which show ripple marks-the 
work of the ice-of unknown ages, grinding and 
depositing pebbles, coarse sand, and sedimentary 
rock. The bluffs above the path must have had 
many a hard struggle, when glaciers crashed against 


tion of men of science to this circumstance in 183 I, 
when he stated that at some points he found the 
needle completely reversed. (EdÙl. Phil. .lot/mal, 
No. XXII.) 
Concerning the origin of the name of this re- 
markable mountain, and that of the adjacent craigs, 
there have been many theories. Arthur is a name 
of frequent occurrence in Scottish, as well as Welsh 
and English topography, and is generally traced by 
tradition to the famous Arthur of romance, and 
who figures so much in half-fabulous history. From 
this prince, who is said to have reigned over Strath- 
clyde from 508 to 542, when he was slain at the 
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battle of Camelon, unsupported tradition has always I 
alleged that Arthur's Seat obtained its name; while 
with equal veracity the craigs are said to have 
been so entitled from the Earl of Salisbury, who And this is seventy-seven years before the publica- 
accompanied Edward III. in one of his invasions tion of Camden's "Britannia," in which it is so 
of Scotland, an idle story told by Arnot, and òfter.. named. But this is not the only Arthur's Seat in 
repeated since, Scotland, as there is one near the top of Loch 
Maitland, a much more acute writer, says, "that Long, and a third near Dunnichen in Forfarshire. 
the idea of the mountain being named from Arthur, Conceri1ing the adjacent craigs, Lord Hailes in a 
a British or Cimrian king, I cannot give into," and I note to the first volume of his Annals, says of "the 
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" Do thou not thus , brigane , thou san be brynt , 
With pik, tar, fire, gunpoldre. and lynt 
On Arthuris,Sete, or on a hpr hyll." 
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THE HOLY ROOD DAIRY.- (From a CalotJ'þ' by Dr, TIw",as AÚfl<,) 
[The circular structure in the background to the ñght was a tempcrary Go\"'emment store.] 


adds that he considers" the appellation of Arthur's I precipice now called Salisbury Craigs; some of 
Seat to be a corruption of the Gaelic ATd-na-Said, my readers may wish to be informed of the origin 
which implies the ' Height of Arrows;' than which of a word so familiar to them. In the Anglo- 
nothing can be more probable; for no spot of Saxon language, sacr, s
r
, means dr)', 1i'ilhercd, 
ground is fitter for the e'-ercisc of archery, either 1l'aste. The Anglo-Sa,-on termination of BlIr;:h, 
at butts or rovers, than this; wherefore Ard-na- BltTh, BarTO'U', Bttr)" BiT)', implies a castle, town, 
Said, by an easy transition, might well be changed or habitation; but in a secondary sense only, for it 
to Arthur's Seat." is admitted that the common original is BeoTg a 

[any have asserted the latter to be a name of Tock. . , . . Hence we may conclude, Saerisbllry, 
yesterday, but it certainly bore it at the date of &risbltTY, Salisbury, is the 'waste (lr dry habitatÙJ1l. 
"-alter Kennedy's poem, his" flyting , " with Dunbar, An apt description, when it is remembered that the 
which was published in r 508 :- hills which now pass under the general but corrupted 


. Dr. J. A. Sidey writes: II The Hnlyrood Dail"). which 5t oJ at the entrance to St. Anne:: . Yard, had no reference to the Palace (from 
\I. ich it was ISO fet di nO e pt in r ard to name It "as taken down about I J. and "as kept by Robert 1\h.Bean, whose son ",as after- 
wards one of the I KCI rs' or the Palac( \Ir. Andrew ken teUs me) and had the old ';n in hi", . 1[1. 'Mr. Kerr say.. the dairy bekïged 
to the Corporation of PUIII, U1d Y.dS held for charil.1ble purpJ:'c.,. and :- .j,. for lh 
lIm of mon
y lh.lt wuuld ) ield the same amount as rhe rent II uf 
the d"liry."' 
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name of Arthur's Seat were anciently covered with 
wood. The other eminences in the neighbourhood 
of Edinburgh had similar appellations. Calton, or 
CaMmlll, is admitted to be the hill covered with 
trees." But there is another hill named thus'- 
C/lOz1/edlt/z, near the Loch of Monteith. 
The rough wild path round the base of the Salis- 
bury Craigs, long before the present road was 
formed, was much frequented for purpose of reverie 
by David Hume and Sir Walter Scott Thither Scott 
represents Reuben Butler as resorting on the morn- 
ing after the Porteous mob :-" If I were to choose 
a spot from which the rising or setting sun could 
be seen to the greatest possible advantage, it would 
be ,that wild path winding round the foot of the 
high belt of semicircular rocks, called Salisbury 
Craigs, and marking the verge of the steep descent 
which slopes down into the glen on the south- 
eastern side of the city of Edinburgh, The pros- 
pect in its general outline commands a close-built 
high-piled city, stretching itself out beneath in a 
form, which to a romantic imagination may be 
supposerl to represent that of a dragon; no\\" a 
noble arm of the sea, with its rocks, isles, distant 
shores, and boundary of mountains; and now a 
fine and fertile champaign country varied with hill 
and dale. . . , . This path used to be my favourite 
evening and morning resort , when engaged with a 
favourite author or a new subject of study." 
The highest portiorl of these rocks near the Cat- 
nick, is 500 feet above the level of the Forth; and 
here is found a vein of rock different in texture 
from the rest. "This vein," says a writer, "has 
been found to pierce the sandstone below the foot- 
path, and no doubt fills the vent of an outflow of 
volcanic matter from beneath. A vein of the same 
nature 'has probably fed the stream of lava, which 
forced its way between the strata of sandstone, and 
formed the Craigs." . 
A picturesque incident, which associates the un- 
fortunate Mary with her turbulent subjects, occurred 
;'t the foot of .\rthur's Seat, in 1564. In the romantic 
valley between it and Salisbury Craigs there is still 
traceable a dam, by which the natural drainage had 
been confined to form an artificial lake ; at the end 
of which, in that year, ere her wedded sorrows 
began, the beautiful young queen, in the sweet 
season, when the soft breeze came laden with the 
perfume of the golden whin flowers from the ad- 
jacent Whinny Hin, had an open-air banquet set 
forth in honour of the nuptials of John, fifth Lonl 
Fleming, Lord High Chamberlain, anrl Eli7abeth 
the only daughter and heiress of Robert 
Iaster of 
Ross. 
In 16-t5, \\ hen the dreaded pestilence reached 


Edinburgh, we find that in the month of April the 
Town Council agreed with Dr, J oannes Paulitius 
that for a salary of ..L80 Scots per month 
he should visit the infected, a vast number of 
whom had been borne forth from the city and 
hutted in the King's Park, at the foot of Arthur's 
Seat; and on the 27th of June the Kirk Session 
of Holyrood ordered, that to avoid further infection, 
all who died in the Park should be buried there, 
and not within any churchyard, "except they mor. 
tified (being able to do so) somewhat, ad þios USllS, 
for the relief of other poor, being in extreme 
indigence." (" Dom. Ann.," Vol. II.) 
In November, 1667, we find Robert Whitehead, 
laird of Park, pursuing at law John Straiton, 
tacksman of the Royal Park, for the value of a 
horse, which had been placed there to graze at 4d, 
per night, but which had disappeared-no un- 
common event in those days; but it was urged hy 
Straiton that he had a placard on the gate inti- 
mating that he would not be answerable either 
for horses that were stolen, or that might break their 
necks by falling over the rocks. Four years after- 
wards we rearl of a curious duel t.lking place in the 
Park, when the Duke'!> Walk, so called from its 
being th
 fa,'ourite promenade of James Duke of 
Albany, was the common scene of com hats with 
sword and pistol in those d,IYS, and for long after. 
In the case referred to the duellists were men in 
humble life. 
On the 17th June, 1670, William l\[ackay, a 
tailor, being in the Castle of Edinburgh, had a 
quarrel with a soldier with whom he was drinking, 
and blows were e'\changerl. Mackay told the 
soldier that he dared not use him so if they were 
without the gates of the fortress, on which they 
deliberately passed out together, procurer 1 a couple 
of sharp swords in the city, and proceeded to a 
part of the King's Park, when after a t:"lir combat, 
the soldier was run through the body, and slain. 
Mackay was brought to trial; he denied having 
given the challenge, and accused the soldier of 
being the aggressor; but the public prosecutor 
proved the reverse, so the luckless tailor-not being 
a gentleman-was convicted, and condemned to 
die. 
A beacon would seem to have been erected on the 
cone of Arthur's Seat in 1688 to communic.."lte with 
Fifeshire ami the north (in succession from Garleton 
Hill, North TIerwid., and 8t. Abb's Head) on the 
expected landing of the Prince of Orange. On 
one occasion the appearance of a large fleet of 
Dutch fishing vessels off the mouth of the Virth 
e"(cited the greatcst al.um, heing taken for a hostile 
armamen t. 
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The Edillburglt Ez,e1ting Courant of the 29th section was not a legal penalty for self-murder, it 
of Octob;:r, 1728, contains the following reference was privately interred at the foot of Salisbury Craigs. 
to the Craigs, or the chasm, there named the But the Edinburgh mob, \\ho were t:'\asperated by 
Catnick :-" A person who frequents the (King's) I the manner in which he had shot the earl in a 
Park, having noticed a man come from a cleft poaching affray, took the body out of the graVt:, 
towar
s the nor,th-west of Sali
b.ury 
ocks, 
ad the I tossed. it about till the! were tired, 
nd eventually 
curiosIty to chmb the preClplce, If })osslbly ht flung It over the chffs. After thIS, to prevent 
might discover somt:thing that could imite him further indecency and outragt:, Campbdl's friends 
there. He found a shallow pit, which delivered caused the body to be conVt:yed in a boat from 
him into a little snug room or vault hung with Leith and sank it in the Firth of Forth. (Cald- 
dressed leather, lighted from tht: roof, the window well Papers; Scots Alàg., Vol. XXXII.) 
coven::d with a bladder, It is thought to have been Southward of tht: cone of Arthur's Seat are the 
the cavt: of a ht:rmit of ancient times, though now Raven's Craig and the Nether Hill, or Lion's 
the hiding-pbce of a gang of thieves," Haunch; between the btter and the cone can still 
The long, det:p, and tremt:ndous rift in the wes- I be tract:d the trench and brt:astwork iormed by the 
tern slope of Arthur's St:at (locally known as tht: " Seaforth Highlanders when they revolted in 17 7 8- 
Gut/it Ifr.lddù:) was caused by a mighty waterspout, an t:vcnt which created a profound sensation in 
on the 13th of September, 1744. "Dividing its Scotland. 
force "-says the" Old Statistical Account "-" it In the July of that year they had marched into 
discharged one part upon the western side, and the Castle, replacing the Royal Edinburgh V olun- 
tore up a channel or chasm, which still remains a teers, or 80th Regiment of the Line, a corps 
monument of its violence; the other division took which was raist:d by General Sir William Erskine in 
its dirt:ction towards the village of nuddingston, 1777, and was disbandt:d in 17 8 3-5, 
carrit:d away the gable of the most wt:stt:rly cottage, Kenndh Mackenzie, Earl of Seaforth, had 
and flooded the loch ovt:r the adjacent meadows." recently raised his noble rt:giment, which was then 
On the stt:ep sloping shoulda of Arthur's Seat, numbered as the 78th (but is now kno\\n as the 
south-westward, under the Rock of Dunsappie, the Duke of Albany's O\\n Highlanders), among his 
Highland army encamped in September before clansmen in the district of Kintail and Applecross, 
the battle of Preston pans, and from thence it was Kikoy, and Redcastle; of these 500 ,\ ere from his 
-after the Prince had held a council of his chiefs own estate; the rest were all from the others 
and nobles-the march began at daybreak on the named, and the corps mustered 1,130 bayonets at 
morning of the 20th through the old hedgerows its first paraùe in Elgin in the l\Iay of 1778; but 
and woods of Duddingston, with pipes playing from a great number of another sept who were 
and colours flying, after Charles, in front of the in its ranks, the subsequt:nt mutiny was kno\\n at 

ine, had significantly drawn his claymort: and flung first as the affair of the IVrU lIIacraas. 
away th
 scabbard. The latter was an ancient but subordinate tribe 
From a letter which appearS in the Adz'crtiser for of the west, who had followed the" Cabt:r Feigh," 
tht: 15thofJ.muary, 1765, the entrance to the Park or banner of St:aforth, since the days ,\ht:n Black 
from St. Anne's Yard to the Duke's Walk having Murdoch of Kintail carried it in the wars of 
become impassable, was privately repaired at the Robt:rt L, and now many of its best men were 
expt:nse of a couple of classical wits, whose names enrolled in Earl Kenneth's new .Fencible regimt:nt, 
were unknown, but who placed upon the entrance perfect subordination in the ranks of which '\as 
the following inscription :- maintained in the Castle until the 5th of August, 
when an order was issued for marching at an hour's 
notice. A landing of a French force being t:x- 
pected near Greenock, 200 of them, with st:ven 
9-pounders, marcht:d tliere with the greatest t:nthu- 
siasm to meet the foe, who nevt:r appt:ared; but 
by the time these two companit:s returned, transports 
to convey the whole for foreign service had come 
to anchor in Leith Roads. 
"'here the scene of that service lay the men 
knew not. It "as kept a mystery from them and 
their officers. The fonner would not believe a 
rumour spread that it \hlS to be the Ish: of Cuern- 


Ite 1ZUIlC faciles þcr gaudia vestra, 
QUIRITES 
B Cque pea", sua reficÙndulll cur. 
Cal.Jan. MD.C.CLXV. 
Dii facia/zt ut haec saeþius jia,zt. 


Mungo Campbell (formerly officer of Excise at 
Saltcoats), who shot Archibald , tenth Earl of 
Eglinton, committed suicide in the Tolbooth in 
1770, on the day after he had been sentenced 
to death, when the judge also directed that his 
body should bt: gi\en to the professor of anatomy. 
ills counsel ha\ing interposed on tht: plc.\ tl1.\t dis. 
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sey, and a deep excitement prevailed, when it was 
whispered-none knew how-that they were under 
secret orders for the distant East Indies-in other 
words, that they had been sold to the East India 
Company by the Government, and that, worse than 


the authorities basely having an idea that the poor 
clansmen of Kintail "were ignorant, unable to com- 
prehend the nature of their stipulations, and incap- 
able of demanding redress for any breach of trust." 
But the Seaforth men were neither so ignorant 
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CLOCKMILL HoUS.;, 1780.. 
(From" Frint by Robert and A".rrw Riddell, in þossessidn 0/ Dr.j. A. Sidey,) 


tlU, they had been sold hy their officers and by the' nor so confiding as the Government supposed, and 
chief, whom they had looked upon as a father and they were determined at all h:uards not to submit 
leader, to the least infraction of the terms on which they 
All their native jealousy and distrust of the were enlisted as Fencible Inf,mtry-limited service 
S.\xon was nolV kindled and strengthened by their and within the British Isles; and when the day for 
love of home. General Da\id Stewart, in his embarkation came, the nnd September, their long- 
.. Sketches of the Highlanders," boldly asserts that smothered wrath could no longer be hidden, 
the regiment was secretly under orders for India, .. The regiment paraded on the Castle hill, and 


. rhi., eighteenth.century LuildillJ::' (which \\-as in the shape of the letter L. with the door in th
 cOI1It
r), has already been alluded LO, 
ee ante, V. 41. 
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all remained quiet until the order was given to 
march, when, to the astonishment of the Earl and 
his officers the greatest confusion ensued. A shout 
burst from the ranks; several hundred men loaded 
their muskets with ball; the whole fixed their 
bayonets; a scuffle ensued; some of the officers 
were wounded, and one was repeatedly fired on. 
The latter displayed the colours with their Gaelic 
mottoes, and by their efforts so far soothed the less 
refractory, that five hundred of them under Lord 
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Ere Lord Seaforth's portion had passed the Tron 
Church, it was assailed by the Macraas, who, with 
bayonet and claymore, wounded several officers 
and men; after which they made a rapid circuit 
through the Abbey Hill, down the Eastt:r Road, 
and then advancing in line westward across Leith 
Links sought again to oppose his march to the 
harbour. Several shots were fired, and two hun ' 
dred more joined the Macraas, who, with this 
accession of force, nolV marched direct to the 


.... 
 .,- - 



 


I 


_Ai: 


,I 
I 
I 
I 
I 


r-
 


-' 
" 
" 
\. 
;,; ..., 
-Jf""". 


!J 


.. 


- 


.... 


" 


c: 


.
.-.-
 - 
,,
 If 


, , 


I,' 


:::--;:- 
::- 

"" -- 


DUDDII'iGSTON VILLAGE, FROM THE QUEEN'S DRIVE. (Par/i)- after a PIIO/ograþh by A, A, Illglis.) 
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Seaforth marched for Leith; while four hundred I summit l)f Arthur's Seat, accompanied by a vast 
(chiefly Macraas), deaf alike to threats and remon- concourse of sympathisers, frum whom they re- 
strances, displayed two tartan plaids on pikes for ceived every encouragement, much applause, and 
standards, and with the pipers playing before them, what proved of more value-fuel, provisions, and 
marched down the Canongate, where they assailed ammunition. 
the guard-house, and liberated some of their com- They selected a strong position at the point men- 
rades who were confined there. (" Memorials of tioned, threw up a redoubt, and judiciously set 
Edin. Castle.") watchers at all the approaches for the autumn night, 
Kay relates the latter episode differently, stating amid a mountain solitude then as wild and silent 
that a party came from Arthur's Seat to demand as their nati\'e homes in Kintail. That night a 
tl1'::ir release, when Captain MackenÚe of Red- sen
inel fell over the Craigs, and was killed. 
castle, commanding the Tolbooth guard there, on The re\'olt caused the greatest excitement in the 
finding his life threatened, bared his bre.1st, and city, where all were favourable to the Highlanders, 
told the mutineers to strike if they dared, but he many regiments of whom had been previously de- 
would not release a, man-on which the men re- I luded by the .Gov
rnm:nt. Sir Adolphus Ought?n, 
covered arms, and retired to the encampment, COlTImander-m-chlef m Scotland, .llld 1I1;IJor. 
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General Robert Skene, the Adjutant-General there, In 1783 an eccentric named Dr. James Graham, 
summoned all the troops they could collect to then lecturing in Edinburgh, in Carrubber's Close 
attack" the wild Macraas," and next clay the I Ith chiefly, the projector of a Temple of Health, and a 
Dragoons, under Colonel Ralph Dundas, 200 of man who made some noise in his time a
 a species 
the F encible Regiment of Henry Duke of Buccleuch, of talented quack, who asserted that our diseases 
and 400 of the Royal Glasgow Regiment of V olun- were chiefly caused by too much heat, and who 
teers, or old 83rd Foot, commanded by Colonel wore no woollen clothes, and slept on a bare 
Alexander Fotheringham Ogilvie, all marched into mattress with all his windows open, was actu,llly in 
Edinburgh, and were deemed sufficient to storm terms with the tacksman of the King's Park for 
Arthur's Seat, lib
rty to build a huge house on the summit of 
On that day the Earl of Dunmore, Duncan Lord Arthur's Seat, in order to try how far the utmost 
Macdonald and General Oughton, visited the re- degree of cold in the locality of Edinburgh could 
volters, who received them with military honours: be borne; but, fortunately, he was not permitted 
while they ceased not to inveigh against their officers, to test his cool regimen to such an extent. 
whom they accused of peculation, and of having Two localities near Arthur's Seat, invariably 
basely sold them to the India Company. pointed out to tourists, are l\[uschat's Cairn, and 
In their ranks at this time there was an unfor- the supposed site of Davie Deans' cottage, where 
tunate fellow named Charles Salmon, who had been I an old one answering the description of Scott still 
born in Edinburgh about 1745, and had filled a overlooks the deep grassy and longsequestercùdell. 
subordinate position in the Ca.nongate theatre, where gallants of past times were wont to discuss 
after being in the service of Ruddiman the printer. I points of honour with the sword, and where Dutler, 
He was a companion of the poet Fergusson, and I on his wa} to visit Jeanie, encounters Effie's lover, 
became a local poet of some note himself. He and receives the message to convey to the formcr 
was laureate of the Jacobite Cillb, and author of to meet him at l\1uschat's Cairn "when the moon 
many Jacobite songs; but his irregular habits rises." 
led to his enlistment in the Seaforth Highland I l\IU , schat's Cairn, a pile of stones adjacent to 
Regiment. the Duke's \"alk, long marked the spot where 
His superior education and address now pointed Nicol Muschat of Boghall, a surgeon, a debauched 
him out as a fit person to manage for his comrades and profligate wretch, murdereù his wife in 17 20 . 
the negotiations which ultimately led to a peaceful On arraignment he pled guilty, and his declaration 
selluel to the dispute; but after the corps \\ ent to is one of the most horrible tissues of crime inMgin- 
India poor Stl7(lllrt Salmon, as he called himself, able. He manied his wife, whose name was Hall, 
was heard of no more. On the 29th of September after an acquaintance of three weeks, and, soon 
this revolt, which promised to have so tragic an tiring of her, he with three other miscreants, his 
end, was satisfactorily adjusted by the temperate aiders and abettors in schemes which we cannot 
prudence of the Duke of Buccleuch and others. record, resohed to get rid of her. At one time it 
The Earl of Dunmore again visitcd the revolters, was proposed to murder the hapless young woman 
presented them with a bond containing a pardon, I as she was going down Dickson's Close, for which 
and promise of all arrears of pay. They then the perpetrators were to have twenty guineas, 
formed in column by sections of threes, and with I Through Campbell of Uurnbank, then storekeeper 
the Earl and the pipers at their head, they descended in Edinburgh Castle, one of his profligate friends, 
by the Hunter's Bog to the P.llace Yard, where they Muschat hoped to free himself of his wife by a 
gave Sir Adolphus Oughton three cheers, and threw divorce, and an obligation was passed between 
all their bonnets in the air. He then formed them them in November, 17 I 9, whereby a claim of 
in hollow square, and addressed them brieflÿ, but Durnbank, for an old debt of 900 merl-s, was to be 
earnestly exhorting them to behave well and paid by Muschat, as soon as the former should be 
obediently. On that night they all sailed from able to furnish evidence to criminate the wife. 
Leith to Guernsey, from \\ hence they were soon after This scheme failing, Durnbank then suggested 
despatched tolndia-a fatal voyage to the poor 78th, poison. which James l\Iuschat and his wife, a 
for Lord Seaforth died ere St. Helena was in sight; couple in poor circumstances undertook to ad- 
then a great grief, with the mal du pays, fell upon minister, and several doses were given. hut in vaiu. 
his clanSn)(;I1, and of 1,100 who sailed from Ports- The projcct for criminating the "ictim was re\'iv
d 
mouth, 230 perished at sea, and only 390 were able again, but also without effect. 
to carry arms, when, in April 1782, they began the I Then it was that JJ.mes undertook to kill her in 
march tor Chinglcput. I ])icl-son's Close, but this plan too failed. The
e 
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terrible schemes occupied Nichol Muschat, his by a cairn near the east gate and close to the north 
brother, and his sister-in-law, together with Burn- wall. "fhe original cairn is said to have been 
bank, "in the Christian city of Edinburgh, during a I several paces farther west than the present one, 
course of many months, wi
hout anyone, to 
ppear- I the st
nes of which were tak
n out of the old wall 
ance, ever feeling the slightest compunctIOn to- when It was pulled down to giVe place to the new 
wards the poor woman, though it is admitted she I gate that was constructed previous to the late royal 
Im'ed her husband, and no real fault on her side visit" -that of George IV. 
has ever been insinuated." I In 1820 the pathway round Salisbury Craigs was 
At length it would seem that Nicol, infatuated formed, and named the" Radical Road" from the 
.Uld lured by evil fate, at the suggestion of "the I circumstance of the destitute and discontented 
llevil, that cunning adversary "-as his confession I west-country weavers heing employed on its con- 
Ius it-borrowed a knife, scarcely knowing for I struction under a committee of gentlemen. At 
what purpose, and, inviting his unsuspecting wife to that time it was proposed to" sow the rocks with 
walk" ith him as far as ' wall-flowers and other 
Duddingston one night, J' l ' ' Jv-
 
., odoriferous and flower- 
cut her throat near :;' "" d
' ;Yo in g P lants," It was also 
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he had done, and there- \ 
 j. " .Ii I other foreign part
." 
after sank into a mood '" 
 ( 1ríxklJ-.10ltrlwl,XXIV.) 
of mind that made all ' II 

, The papers of this 
seem blank to him, L
 
I time teem with bitter 
N ext morning the un- ' ,"'t \ complaints against the 
fortunate victim was 1'/, '. Earl of Haddington, 
' \ ' 
found" with her throat " ,. who, as a keeper of 
cut to the bone," and ", __ ,,
,"rd" I

 the Royal Park, by an 
many other wounrls re- ""'[1'" ,i' 4 # "'" abuse of his prercga- 
ceived in her dying :---... 
 " 
 - ,.'; '. 
v tive, was quarrying away 
struggle. ->, 
, " ,. the craigs, and selling 
In the favourite old '" ".., --:!!0
"'--:" .':.. the stone to pave the 
Edinburgh religious ST MARGARET'S WELL. streets of London; anrl 
tract, which narrates the immense gaps in 
the murderous story, in telling where he wenl their south-western face still remain as proofs of 
bet'ore doing the deed, he says that he passed his selfish and unpatriotic rapacity. 
"through the Tirlies," at the end of a lane which As a last remnant of the worship of Baal, or 
was near the 
Ieadows, The entrance to the Park, Fire, we may mention the yearly custom that still 
near the Gibbet Fall, was long knO\\n as "the exists of a May-day observance, in the young of the 
Tidies," implying a sort of stile. female sex particularly, ascendiRg Arthur's Seat on 
Nicol Muschat was tried, and confessed all. He Beltane morning at sunrise. " On a fine May morn- 
was hanged, on the 6th of the ensuing January in ing," says the "Book of Days," "the appearance 
the Grassmarket, while his associate Burnbank was of so many gay groups perambulating the hill sides 
declared infamous, and banished; and the people, and the intermediate valleys, searrhing for dew, and 
to mark their horror of the event, in the old rousing the echoes with their harmless mirth, has 
Scotti
h fashion raised a cairn on the spot where an indescribably cheerful eftect." Many old citizens 
the murder was perpetrated, and it has ever since adhered to this custom with wonderful tenacity, 
been a well-remembererllocality. ' anrl among the last octogenarians who did so we 
The first cairn was removed rluring the fonnation I may mention Dr. Andrew Duncan of Adam Square, 
of a new footpath through the park, suggested by , the founder of the Morningside Asylum, who paid 
Lonl Adam Conlon, who was resident at Holy- his last annual visit to the hill top on May-day, 1826, 
rood House in 1789, when r'ommander of the in his eighty-second year, two years before his death; 
Forces in Scotland: but from a passage in the I and James Burnet, the last captain of the old Town 
IVækly Journal we find that it \\as rc
tored in 1823 Guard, a man who weighed 11ÙldcCll stone, ascended 
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to the cone from the base by the way of St, Anthony's 
\Vell, for a wager, in fifteen minutes, on a hot sum- 
mer's day-a feat in which he was timed by the 
eminent naturalist WilJiam SmelJie. 
In 1828 the operations connected with the rail- 
way tunnel, under the brow of the columnar mass 
of basalt known as Samson's Ribs, commenced, 
and near to the springs so well known in tradition 
as the Wells of Wcarie. Close by these wells, and 
near a field named Murder Acre, in May the work- 



 J

::"'
 jl 


& 


'[ 
t:' 


.... 
.' 


I 

 - ---; 


1-: 


'7 


In 1843 the sum of 1:'40,000 was paid to Thomas 
Earl of I-Iaddington, for the surrender of his office 
of Hereditary Keeper of the Royal Park, and 
thereafter extensive improvements were carried 
out under the supervision of the Commissioners for 
Woods and Forests. Among these not the least 
was the Queen's Drive, which winds round the 
park, passes over a great diversity of ground from 
high to low, slope to precipice, terrace to plateau, 
and commands a panorama second to none in 
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DUDDl
GSTON CHURCH (EXTERIOR). 


men came upon three human skeletons, only three 
anù a half feet below the surface of the smooth 
green turf. As a very large dirk was founel near 
one of them, they were conjectured to be the re- 
mains of some of Prince Charles's soldiers, who had 
died in the camp on the hill. The" Wells," art> 
the theme of more than one Scottish song, and a 
very sweet one runs thus :- 
.. And ye maun gang wi' me, my winsom Mary Grieve; 
There is nought in the world to fear ye ; 
For I have a
ked your minnie, amI she ha
 gi'en ye leave, 
To gang to the Wcl\
 0' Wcarie. 
.. Oh, the 
un winna blink in your bonnie blue een, 
Nor tinge your white bro\\', my dearie: 
For I \\ ill ,hade a bower wi' rashes lang amI green, 
By the lanöome "'el\s 0' \Ve:uic," 


Europe. All the old walls which had intersected 
the park in various places, in lots as the Hamilton 
family had rented it off for their own behoof, were 
swept away at this time, together \\ ith the olrl 
powder magazine in the Hause, a curious little 
edifice having a square tower like a village church; 
and during these operations there was found at the 
base of the craigs one of the most gigantic 
boulders ever seen in Scotlanrl. It was blown up 
by gunpowder, and, by geologists, was alleged to 
have been torn out of the Corstorphine range 
during the glacial period. 
Among the improvements at this time may be 
included the removal, in 1862, and re,erection (in 
I the northern slope of the craigs) of St. Margaret's 
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Well from Restalrig, where it had been all hut 
Imried' under the workshops of the North British 
Railway; but now a limpid perennial rill from the 
Craigs flows into its ancient basin, the Gothic arch- 
way to which is dosed by an open iron gate. 
The old solitude and amenity of the Hunter's 
Bog, after 18S8, were destroyed by the necessary 
erection of four rifle rJ.nges, two of 300 yards, and 
two of 600 yards, for the use of the garrison and 


family that had long possessed an estate near 
Melrose, His earlier years had been passed in 
profligacy; his patrimony was gone, and at length, 
tor the sake of food, he was compelled to accept 
this degrading office, .. which, in those days," sa) s 
Chambers, " n1l1st have b
en unusually obnoxious to 
popular odium, on account of the frequent execu- 
tions of innocent and religious men. Notwith- 
standing his extreme degradation, this unhappy 
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volunteers, and the construction of two unoma- I repro hate could not altogether forget his former 
mental powder mag:J.lÎnes. The danger signal is tastes and habits. He woulù occasionally resume 
always hoisted in the gorge known as the Hause; the garb of a gentleman, and mingle in the parties 
the rocky ridge named the Dasses overlooks these of citizens who playe.1 at golf in the evenings on 
ranges on the east. Bruntsfield Links. Being at length recognised, 
Leaving the Echoing Rock, an isolated emi- he was chased from the ground with shouts of exe- 
nence, and follo\\ ing the old load round the hill, cration and loathing, which affected him so much 
under Samson's Ribs, a superb range of pentagonal that he retired to the solitude of the King's Park, 
greenstone columns sixty feet long by five in and was ne".t day found dead at the bottom of a 
diameter, the Fox's Holes, and the rugged stony precipice, over which he is supposed to have thrown 
slope named the Sch-vers, we come to a lofty himself in despair. The rock was aftemanls 
knoll nameù the Girnel Craig, and another named called the Hangman's Craig." 
the Hangman's Craig or Knowe, from the follow- The deep gorge between it and the Sclyvers is 
ing circumstance. Ahout the reign of Charles I L, named the \Vindy GOllle, anri through it winds the 
the office of public eheclltioner was taken hy a ancient path that le:Jcis direct to the hamlet of 
re,luced gentlcnun, the \.1st memher of an old Durlrlingston, which, with the loc'h of th:Jt n.1ll1e , 
88 
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lies directly at the south-eastern base ot Arthur's I From the style of the church and the stmcture of 
Seat, and has long beèn one of the daily postal its arches, it is supposed to date from the epoch of 
districts of the city. the introduction of Saxon architecture, A semi- 
O\'erhung by the green slopes and grey rocks of circular arch of !,'Teat beauty divides the choir from 
Arthur's Seat, and shut out by its mountainous the chancel, and a Saxon doorway, with fantastic 
mass from every view of the crowded city at its heads and zig-z3.g mouldings, stin remains in the 
further base in Duddingston, says a statist, writing southern face of the tower, The entrance-gate to 
in 1851, a spectator feels himself sequestered from its deep, grassy, and sequestered little burying- 
the busy scenes which he knows to be in his ground, is still furnished with the antique chain and 
immediate vicinity, as he hears their distant hum collar of durance, the terror of evil-doers, named 
upon the passing breezes by the \\'illow Brae 011 the jougs, and a time-worn !OltþÙZg-01Z-S/OJlf , for the 
the east, or the gorge of the Windy Goule on the use of old or obe!'e horsemen, 
south; and he looks southward and west over a Some interesting tombs are to be found in the 
glorious panorama of beautiful viIlas , towering hllf\'ing-ground; among these are the marble obelisk 
castles, rich coppice, erected to the memorv 
hill and valley, mag- of Patrick Haldane 
f 
nificent in semi-tint, in Gleneagles by his unfor- 
light and shadow, till . _ tunate grandson, whose 
the Pentlands, or the ',.,' :.,.
, , d' 
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 fate is also recorùed 
lonely Lammermuir ., , , ,'" 
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: thereon; and that of 
ranges, close the dis- ," .' " 
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 .' ';;", ] ames Browne, LL. D., 
tance, I"
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 \ . ) , '" . ' Advocate, the historian 
The name of this ii, 
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h.the 
amongst antiquaries, ", , IIIIJIII . f "- - ,-, ,,:
 ' -:'
.' ,1- In the register of 
but as a surname it is " 1 ' 1" ,1 " I 11 1 ;1 j l
r J I " .;-. ""T
-"-'-.!;.. ":""- ".',," ":," " 11'1,: assignations for the 
not unknown in Soot- ' t 
 I, ,-;:I'IJ'....."-- 
 minister's sti p ends in 
I' 
--... f. III,....'1"IJ 
land: thus, among the r "
' 1\ u::- ^ 
 ;:j-
' the year 1574, pre- 
missing charters of . "___
 I 'j' t -; 't 'I ,,
 ,
1\ 
' ...:
 sented in l\lS. by 
. 
:>o.-...., 
 
til! " " . I' .l I 
"". '. . h T,-' h I 
Robert Bruce, there IS 
 'bx::.!:: ;;r
i 
 }, j , .i,'Ì>fJi"'" oJ BIS op -,,-elt to t le- 
one to John Duding- -- -
-;- -' - ,..
f..
 .
',
_"';IJ Advocates'Library, 
stoun of the lands of 
<.$2'.- - ::=-: "....'",.
..:.". \\ Duddingston is said to 
Pitcorthie, in Fife; anrl GATEWAY OF I.UDDl!'>GSTON CHURCH, SHOWII\G filE ha\'e been a joint de- 
among the gentlemen JOVGS AI\U LOUI'ING-ON-Sl'ONE. pendence with the 
slain at Flodden in 15 I 3 Castle of Edinburgh 
there was Stephen Duddingston of Kildinington, upon the Abbey of Holrrood, The old records 
also in Fife. Besides, there is another place of the of the K.irk Session are only of the year 1631, and 
same name in Linlithgowshire, the patrimony of the in the preceding year the lands of Preston field 
Dundases. were disjoined from the kirk and parish of St. 
The ancient church, with a square tower at its Cuthbert, ami annexed to those of Duddingston. 
westen-i end, occupies a green and rocky peninsu1a On the 18th of May, 1631, an aisle was added 
that juts into the dear and calm hlue loch. It is to the church for the use of the Laird of Preston- 
an edifice of great antiquity, and belonged of old field, his tenants and servants. 
to the Tyronensian Monks of Kelso, who possessed. David Malcolme, minister here before q,p, 
it, together with the lands of Eastern and Western was an eminent linguist in his time, whose writings 
Duddingston; the chartulary of that abbey does not were commended by Pinkerton, and quoted with 
say from whom they acquired these possessions, but respect by Gehe\in in his I1f'onde Prill/i/if, ami 
most probably it was from Vavid I. Bullet in his lIf'éJ1loins Celtiques; but the church is 
Herbert, first abbot of Kelso, a man of great chiefly famous for the incumbency of the Rev. ] olm 
learning and talent, chamherlain of the kingdom Thomson, a highly distinguished landscape painter, 
under Alexander L and David I., in II 28, granted who from his early boyhood exhibited a strong 
the lands of Eastern and Western Duddingston to predilection for art, and after heing a pupil of 
Reginald de Bosco for an annual rent of ten marks, Alexander Nasm}-th, became an honorary member 
to be paid by him ancl his heirs for ever, of the Royal Scottish Academy. He became 
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incumbent of Duddingston in 1805. His favourite dtpuis I'an 1633 jusqu'à tan 1649, par Rober! 
su bjects were to be found in the grand and sublime lIIm/et de Saill/O/let. Paris, 1661." 
of Nature, and his style is marked chiefly by It was dedicated to the Coadjutor Archbishop of 
vigour, power, and breadth of effect-strong light Paris, with a portrait of the author j and a trans- 
and deep shadow. As a man and a Christian lation of it, by Captain James Ogilvie, was published 
minister, his life was simple, pure, and irreproach- in 1735 by G. Strachan, at the "Golden BJ.ll," 
able, his disposition kind, affable, and benevolent. in Cornhill. 
He died of apoplexy in 1840, in his sixty-second In the year of the Revolution we find the 
year. beautiful loch of Duddingston, as an adjunct to 
The city must have had some interest in the loch, the Royal Park, mentioned in a case before the 
as in the Burgh accounts for 1554 we read:- Pri\y Council on the 6th March. 
" Item: twa masons twa weeks to big the Park Dyke The late Duke of Lauderdale having placed 
at the loch side of Duddingston, and foreanent it some swans thereon, his clever duchess, who was 
again on Priest field syde, ilk man in the week ,,\', carrying on a legal contest with his heirs, deemed 
summa iijli. herself entitled to take away some of those birds 
"Item: for ane lang tree to put in the wall that when she chose j but Sir James Dick, now pro- 
lyes far in the loch for outganging of 'lJ.')-Id beis/is prietor of the loch, broke a lock-fast place in 
vj'." (" Burgh Records.") which she had put them, and set them once more 
The town or lands of Duddingston are included upon the water. The irate dowager raised an 
in an act of ratification to James, Lord Lindsay of action against him, which was decided in her 
the Byers, in 1592. favour, but in defiance of this, the baronet turned 
In the Acts of Sederunt for February, 1650, we all the swails off the loch; on which the Duke of 
find Alexander Craig, in-dweller in the hamlet, Hamilton, as Heritable Keeper ofthe palace, came 
pilloried at the Tron of Edinburgh, and placarded to the rescue, as Fountainhall records, alleging 
as being a "lying witness" in an action-at-Iaw that the loch bounded the King's Park, and that 
concerning the pedigree of John Rob in Dudding- all the wild animals belonged to him: they were, 
ston; but among the few reminiscences of this therefore, restored to their former haunts. 
place may be mentioned the curious hoax which Of the loch and thelandsofPriestfield(orPreston 
the episcopal incumbent thereof at the Restoration field), Cockburn says, in his" Memorials" :-" I know 
played upon Cardinal de Retz. the place thoroughly. The reeds were then regularly 
This gentleman, whose name was Robert Ì\1on- cut over by means of short scythes with very long 
teith, had unfortunately become involved in an handles, close to the ground, and this (system) 
amour \\ith a lady in the vicinity, the wife of Sir made Duddingston nearly twice its present size.'. 
James Hamilton of Preston field, and was com- Otters are found in its waters, and a solitary 
pelled to fly from the scene of his disgrace. He badger has at times provoked a stubborn chase, 
was the son of a humble man employed in the The loch is in summer covered by flocks of dusky 
salmon-fishing above Alloa; but on repairing to coots, where they remain till the closing of the i.ce 
Paris, and after attaching himself to :\1. de la excludes them from the water, when they emigrate 
Porte, Grand Prior of France, and soliciting em- to the coast, and return with the first tha\\. 
ployment from Cardinal de Retz, he stated he was Wild duck, teal, and water-hens, also frequent it, 
"one of the Monteith family in Scotland." The and swans breed there prolifically, and form one 
cardinal replied that he knew the family well, but of its most picturesque ornaments. The pike, the 
asked to which branch he belonged. "To the perch, and a profusion of eels, which are killed by 
Monteiths of Salmon-net," replied the unabashed the barbed sexdent, also abound there. 
adventurer. In winter here it is that sbting is practised as an 
The cardinal replied that this was a branch he art by the Edinburgh Club. "The wTiter recalls 
had never heard of, but added that he believed with pleasure," says the author of the "Book of 
it was, no doubt, a very ancient and illustrious Days," "skating exhibitions which he saw there early 
family. -:\Ionteith was patronised by the cardinal, in the present century, when Henry Cockburn, 
who bestowed on him a canonry in Notre Dame, I and the philanthropist James Simpson, were con- 
and made him his secretary, in which capacity he spicuous amongst the most accomplished of the 
distinguished himself by his elegance and purity club for their handsome figures and great skill in 
in the French language. This strange man is the art. The scene of thJ.t loch' in full bearing' 
author of a well-known work, published in folio, on a clear winter day, with its busy and stirring 
entitled. "His/oire des Tloubles de Gralld Bre/aglle, multitude of sliders, skaters, and curlers, the snowy 
I 
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hills around g
istenin
 in the sun, the ring of the I Not far from it, anù nearly opposite the gate of 
ice, the shouts of the careering youth, the rattle the Manor House, stood for ages a memorable 
of the curling-stones, and the shouts of the players, I thorn, known as Queen Mary's Tree. It was one 
once heard and seen, would ne\'er be forgotten." of the oldest in Scotland, and of gre.!t proportions, 
It was to Duddingston, in 1736, tlut the fugi- being over nine feet in circumference. It formerly 
tive, "Geordie Robèrtson," the stabler at Bristo stood within the park, but on widening the carriage- 
Port, after effecting th.lt esc.!pe from St. l;iles's I way, it remained ollt
ide, and many fissures being 
Church by the generous courage of Wilson, which found in its root, they \\ere filled up with lime 
led to the, catastrophe of the Purteous mob, and I and stone by order of the road trustees; but too 
after pasSing throu 6 h the Kist Cross Causeway, late: a storm in 1840 tore it up Ly the roob. A 
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DUDlJlNGSTON LOCH. 


too\... his breathless flight. When reaching the vii-I well,known and justly-reputed statist, who resided 
lage, he fainted from exhaustion, but after receiving in the neighbourhood, ascertained that the Dud. 
some refreshment-the first he ha
 obtained for dingston Thorn existed so far back as the reign 
three days-he procured a horse, rode away, and of Alexander 1. (1107), when it was one of the 
was never heard of again. landmarks of the property on which it grew, It 
Western Duddingston, at the north end of the is mentioned in the title-deeds of the 1\ hercorn 
loch, was once a populous village, wherein some I estate, and hence the desire of the family to 
forty looms were at work in the Loan, making preserve a precise knowledge of the spot where 
a coarse linen stuff, then known as Duddingston I it stood. 
hardings. It is surrounded by gardens and The barony of Duddingston, which comprehends 
plantations, and in it is still shown the house in the greatest part of the whole parish, was long in 
which Prince Charles slept, with his staff, on the I possession of a family named Thomson, created 
night before he marched to Prestonpans. It was baronets 01 Nova Scotia, 16 3 6 , in the person of 
then thatched, but has now a tiled fQof, and con- Sir Thomas Thomson of Duddingston, by Charles!. 
sisis of two ,;tor;ys. I Sir William Thomson-his son, probably-was a 
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Commissioner for the Plantation of Kirks and Valua- mansion house upon it. It was completed in 
tioll of Benefices in 1672; but the title is nolV 1768, from designs furnished by the architect of 
extinct, and in 1674 the b,rrony had become the Somerset House, in the Strand, Sir William Cham- 
property of the atrocious Duke of l.auderdale, bers, the son of Scottish p,trents, but born in 
from whom it passed with a daughter of his first Stockholm in 1726. It cost .i,"3o,ooo, and is an 
duchess, as pin money, to her husband, Archibald, elegant edifice of a somewhat Grecian style, SUf- 
tenth earl, and first Duke of Argyle. I rounded by plantatIOns, canals, and gardens, but 
This lady was Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Lionel in a situation too low for any extensive view. 
Talmash of Helingham, and her mother was the I Duddingston House was for years the favourite 
daughter and heiress of William 1
urray, Earl of residence of Francis, Earl of 
loira, a ,eteran of 
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PRINCE CHARLIE'S HOUSE, DUDDINGSTON. 
(FI"om tlu E"craving in the Roxburzh EdllÏtm tif" WaverleJ," !ubLish.d by Mesn-r, A. & c. Black.) 


Dysart. The celebrated J olm and Archibald, 
successively Dukes of .\rg} Ie, passed much of their 
time here, and it is said received most of their 
education from their mother, who resided constantly 
in this, then, secluded village prior to 1734. 
In 1745 Duddingston was sold by Archibald, 
Duke of Argyle, to James, Earl of Abercorn, whose 
ducal descenòants still hold it; but it was not 
until 1751 that this beautiful and valuable estate 
was sub-divided, enclosed, and improved by 
James, the eighth earl, who built commodious farm- 
houses, planted hedgerows and coppice in places 
where the lanel, prior to 1746, rented at on:y t;:n 
shillings per acre! 
In 1763, after the estate had been thoroughly 
enclosed, the earl began to bnild the present 
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the American War, who, in 1803, was appointed 
Commander-in-chief in Scotland, where he was 
long deservedly popubr with the people, anù 
where he married, in 1804, Flora Mina Campbelk 
(in her own right), Countess of Loudon, who \\as 
the first, north of the Tweed, to introduce those 
laconic invitation cards nolV so common, anù the 
concise style of which-" The Countess of Loudon 
and Moira at Home "-so puzzled the Edinburgh 
folk to whom they \\ere issued. 
On the [4th of June, 1805, one of these "At 
Homes" is thus noticed in a print of the day :- 
"On Friday evening the Countess of Loudon 
and Moira gave a grand fète at Duddingston 
Honse, to receive three hundred of the nohility 
and gentry in and about the city-anJOng whom 



3 18 


OLD AND NEW EDrNBURGH. 


[Duddingston. 


were the Duke of Buccleuch, the Earl of Errol, the chased by H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, but for 
Earl of Dalhousie, the Earl of Roden, Lord Elcho, some legal difficulties that were in the way. 
Count Piper, Sir John Stuart, Sir William Forbes, At the south-east end of Duddingston Loan, 
Admiral Purves, Sir James Hall, the Countesses of where the road turns off towards the Willow Brae 
Errol and Dalhousie, Lady Charlotte Campbell and Parson's Green, stands, at the point of the 
(the famous beauty), Lady Elizabeth Rawdon, eastern slope of Arthur's Seat, Cauvin's Hospital, 
Lady Helen Hall, Lady Stuart, Lady Fettes, Admi- the founder of which, Louis Cauvin (Chauvin or 
ral Vashon (who conquered the J ygate pirates), and Calvin), was a teacher of French in Edinburgh, whose 
a great number of naval and military gentlemen, parents were Louis Cauvin and Margaret Edgar. 
most of the judges, &c. The saloon was brilliantly "It is not correctly ascertained," says Kay's editor, 
fitted up with festoons of flowers, and embellished "on what account the father was induced to leave 
with a naval pillar, on which were the names of his native country and settle in the metropolis 
Howe, DllnCll1l, St. Vincent, and Nelson. The of Scotland. According to some accounts, he was 
d,mcing commenced at ten o'clock, and was con- forced to expatriate himself, in consequence of 
tinued till two in the morning." the fatal issue of a duel in which he had been 
In this year the earl also had a residence in implicated. According to others, he was brought 
Queen Street (where Lady Charlotte Campbell also over to Edinburgh as a witness in the 'Do'lglas 
resided in Argyle House), but whether it was there Cause,' having se1ved in the capacity of a foot- 
or at Duddingston that his daughter, the celebrated man in the family of Lady Jane Douglas for a 
Lady Flora Hastings, was born, there are now no considerable time during her residence in Paris. 
means of ascertaining, as no other record of her I A portrait of him in his youth, in military garb, is 
birth seems to remain but its simple announcement still preserved." 
in the Scots 1Ilagazine: "At Edinburgh, I I th I After teaching for a time, he became tenant of a 
March, 1806, the Countess of Loudon and Moira small farm near the hamlet of Jock's Lodge, where 
of a daughter." The story of this amiable and I he died in 1778, and was buried in Restalrig. 
unfortunate lady, her poetical talent, and the inhu- His son Louis, after being educated at the High 
manity with which she was treated at Court, are too School and the Universities of Edinburgh and of 
well known to need more than mention here, On Paris, became a teacher of French in the former 
his appointment as Governor-General of India, citYI where he retired from work in 1818 with a 
in 18 13, the earl, to the regret of all Scotland, handsome fortune, realised by his own exertions. 
bade farewell to it, and, as the song has it, to I Imitating his father, for twenty years before relin, 
"Loudon's bonnie woods and braes," whither he I quishing his scholastic labours he rented a large 
did not return till the summer of 1823; he was then I farm in DuJdingston, now named the \Voodlands, 
se
enty-one years of age, but still erect and soldierly and during his occupation of it he built, on the 
in form, "The marchioness is forty-six," says the opposite siùe of the Loan, then, as now, wooded. 
editor of the Free Presson this occasion, "and seems and bordered by hedges , the house of Louisfiekl, 
to have suffered little from the scorching climate. which 101 ms the central portion of his hospital. He 
She has all the lady in her appearance-modest, died in 1824, and was laid beside his father in 
dignified, kino, and affectionate. Lady Flora is a Restalrig. 

'oung lady of most amiable disposition, miïd and By a codicil to his will, dated Duddingston 
attractive manners." The earl died and was buried Farm, 28th April, 1823, he thus arranges for his 
at Malta; but Lady Flora lies beside her mother in sepulture :-" My corpse isto be deposited in Restal- 
the family vault at Loudon, where she was laid in I rig churchyard, and watched for a proper time. 
18 39, in her thirty-third year. An edition of her I The door of the tomb must be taken off, and the 
J.>oems, seventy in number, many of them full of space built up strongly with ashlar stones. The tomb 
touching pathos and sweetness, was published in I must be shut forever, and never to be opened. There 
18 4 2 by her sister, who says in her preface that is a piece of marble on the tomb door, which I put 
the profits of the volume would be dedicated "to up in memory of my father; all I wish is that there 
the service of God in the parish where her mother's may be put below it an inscription mentioning the 
family have so long resided to aid in time of my death. I beg and expect that my 
the erection of a school in the parish of Loudon, as trustees will order all that is written above to be 
an evidence of her gratitude to Almighty God put in execution." 
and 
er good will to her fellow c
eatures." I The ho
pital he founded rese
bles a large and 
Pnor to the purchase of Sandnngham, the estate elegant vIlla, and was opened 10 1833, for the 
of iJuddingston, it is said, would have been pur-I maintenance of twenty boys, sons of teachers and 
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fanners, who are maintained in it for six years j to the castled rock, More òistant, he could see 011 
"whom failing, the sons of respectable master one side the cheerful fields and woods that spread 
printers or booksellers, and the sons of respectable away towards the Firth of Forth, but elsewhere only 
servants in the agricultural line," and who, when the black basaltic rocks; and, as a writer has excel- 
admitted, must be of the age of six, and not more lently expressed it, he had butto step a few paces from 
than eight, ye,lfs. They are taught the ordinary the brow of the rock on which his cell and chapel 
branches of education, and Latin, Greek, French, stood to immure himself in such a grim mountain 
German, and mathematics. solitude as Salvator Rosa might have thought an ap- 
The mana
ement Gf this institution lay in the propriate scene forthe temptations of that saint of the 
survivors of certain individuals nominated by the des,ert to whom the chapel was dedicated. Kincaid 
founder, and in certain ex-qfficio trustees, viz., the I says that a hands,ome stone seat projected from the 
Lord Provost, the Principal of the l: niversity, the outside of the wall at the east end, and the whole 
Rector of the High School, the 
Iinisters of Dud- appeared to have been enclosed by a stone wall. 
dingston, Liberton, 
t:wton, the Laird of Niddrie, I So simple is the architecture of the edifice that it 
and the fac;tor of the Duke of AlJercorn. is difficult to assign any precise date for it. There 
On the north-east side of Arthur's Seat, 0ver- I remains not a single vestige of record to say when, 
1,)Oked b)' those portions of it known as the \Yhinny or by whom, it was erected or endowed, though it 
Hill and Sampson's Grave, is the Mansion House I stands in tl'e centre of a tract that for ages has 
of r.lrSOn'S Green, which was terribly shaken by been a royal park. No râerence to it occurs in 
three distinct shocks of an earthquake on the 30th the muniments of the Abbey of Holyrood, nor is 
September, q89. that caused a dinner party there there any evidence-though it has often been 
to fly from the table, while the servants also fled asserted-that it was a chaplaincy or pend ide of 
from the kitchen. the Knights Hospitallers of St. Anthony in Leith, 
Here the hand of change has been at work, and Yet it is extremely probable that it was in some 
though the mansion house and much of its surround- \\ay connected with them. 
ing timuer have been retained, streets have been Tradition says it was merely founded for the 
run along the slope and close to Piershill '1'011- guardianship of the holy well in its vicinity, and 
b.lT, and westward of these \\as the great dairy, that it was a spot for watching vessels, the impost 
long kno\\ n as the Cow palace, and the temporary on which formed part of the revenues of the 
railway station for the use of the royal family. adjacent abbey, and also that a light was hung in 
Above the curious little knoll, named the Fairies' the tower to guide mariners in the Firth at night, 
or Haggis Knowe, on a plateau of rock over- that, as Grose says in his "Antiquities," they might 
looking St. 
Iargaret's artificial loch, on the nor- be induced to make vows to its titular saint. 
them slope of .\rthur's Seat, we find the ruined At the foot of the rock there still buhbles up the 
chapel and hermitage of St. Anthony-a familiar little spring named St. Anthony's \Yell, which flows 
feature in the landsnpe. pleasantly down through the rich grass of the 
The former, which terminated in a square tower, valley, Oliginally the spring flowed from under 
with two gables at its summit-as shown in the the little stone arch, but about the year 1674 it 
view of the city in 1544-is 36 feet long by 12 dried up, and after a time broke out 100\'er do\\ n, 
inside the walls, and was roofed by three sets of where we now find it. The well is referred to in 
groined arches that sprang from corbels. It had the old song which begins "0 waly, waly 
" the 
two entrance doors, one on the south and one on 'Scottish exclam,:Hior: for "Alas!" In Robert 
the north, where the hole yet remains for the har that Chambers's" Scottish Songs" there is a note upon it, 
secured it. Near it was the elegantly-sculptured I from which we may give the following passage ;- 
font. A press, grooved for sheh'es, yet remains "This beautiful old song has hitherto been sup- 
in the north-east corner; and a stair ascended posed to refer to some circumstance in the life of 
to the tower, which rose on groins about forty feet Queen Mary, or at least to some unfortunate love 
high. afl:Úr which happened at her Court. It is now dis- 
Nine yard
 south-east is the ruin of the hermitage, covered, from a copy which has been found as 
partly formed of the rock, irregular in shape, but forming part of a ballad in the Pepysian Library at 
about 17 feet by 12 in measurement. The hermit who Cambridge (published in l\fotherwell's 'Minstrelsy,' 
abode here must, in the days when it WilS built, have 1827, under the title of 'Lord Jamie Doug!as '), to 
led a lonely life indeed, though beneath him lay a have b.:en occasioned by the afft:cting tale of lady 
wealthy abbey and a royal palace, from whence a Barbara Erskine, daughter of John (si"teenth Lorù 
bu
)'city,girth} embattled walls, co\'eredall the slope Erskine), ninth Earl of 
rar, and wife of James, 
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Marquis of Douglas. This :ad}, who was married 
in 1670, was divorced, or at least expelled from the 
society of her husband, in consequence of some 
malignant scandals which a former and disappointed 
lover, Lowrie of Blackwood, was so base as to in- A public event of great importance 111 this 
sinuate into the ear of the marquis." locality was the Royal S'
cttish Volunteer Review 
Her father took her home, and she never again before the Queen on the 7th of August, 1860, when 
saw her husband, who married Mary, daughter of I Edinburgh, usually so empty and dull in the dog 
the Marquis of Lothian, and died in 1700, Lady days, presented a strange and wonderful scene, 
Barbara's only son, Jumes, Earl of Angus, fell For a few days before this e\-ent regiments from all 


Martinma. wind, when wilt thon blaw, 
An'shake the gre<n leaves aft the tree? 
a gentle death, when wilt thou come? 
For 0' Iny life I ant wearica)þ 
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RUINS OF ST. AIHIIONY'S CHAPEl, lOOKING TOW\RDS LEITH. (Fr"lIlnr,
otol{mþh"yAle.x. A Inglis.) 


bravely at Steinkirk, in his twenty-first year, at the 
head of the 26th, or Cameronian Regiment. Two 
verses of the song run thus :- 


" Oh, waly! waly! gin love be bonnie 
A litttle time while it is new; 
Rut when it's auld it waxeth cauld, 
And fades away like morning dew. 
Oh, wherefore should I husk my heid? 
Or wherefore should I kame my hai, ? 
For my true love has me forsook, 
And says he'll never love me mair. 


.. Now Arthur's Seat shall he my bed, 
The sheets shall ne'er be pn.ssed by me ; 
St. Anton's \Vell shall he my drink, 
Since my true love's forsaken me ! 


parts of Scotland came pouring into the city, and 
were cantoned in school-houses, hospitals, granaries, 
and wherever accommodation cmld be procured 
for them. The Breaòalbane Highlanders, led by 
the white-bearded old marqui
;, attracted especial 
attention, and, on the whole, the populace seemed 
most in fa\'our of kilted corps, all such bcing 
greeted with e
per:ial approbation. 
Along the north wall of the park ther
 was 
erected a grand stand capable of containing .).oo
 
persons. The royal standard of Scotland-a 
splendid banner, twenty-five yards square-fioated 
from the summit of Arthur's Seat, while a multitude 
of other standards and snow-white bell-tents 
covered all the inner slopes of the Cr.tigs. J:y 
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one o'clock all the regiments were in Edinburgh, was magnificent, when more than two-and-twenty 
and defiled into the park by four separate entrances thousand rifles and many hundred sword-blades 
at once, and were massed in contiguous close flashed out the royal salute, and then the arms were 
columns, formed into divisions and brigades of shouldered as she drove slowly along the line of 
artillery, engineers, and infantry, the whole under massed columns, The ground was kept by the 13th 
the command of Lieutenant-General Sir G. A. Hussars, the 29th Regiment, 78th Highlanders (the 
Wetherall, K.c.B. recent heroes of Lucknow), and the West York 
The scene which burst upon the view of these Rifle Militia. The Queen seemed in the 
ighest 
volunteers as they entered the park, and the vast I spirits, wore a tartan dress, and bowed and smIled as 
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ST. ANTHOXV's CHAPEL IN 1544 AND 1854. 
(F.._ a Drtrwing-hy tlte Aut/uJ..; tlte Chaþe! as i" 1544 hei"g- ....sturedf..om a View i" a Pri"t o/tlte Pt!7Íod as s/wum i" tðþ lefl-lranå corner.. 


slopes of Arthur's Seat came in sight, will never the Volunteers passed the saluting point in quick 
be forgotten by those who were there, and made time, to the number of 250 regiments, the Highland 
many a strong man's heart beat high and his eyes corps being played past by the pipers of the Ross- 
glisten. The vast hilly amphitheatre was crowded shire Buffs. 
by more than 100,000 spectators, who made the I "So admirable was the arrangement," wrote one 
welkin ring with their reiterated cheers, as the deep at the time, "by which the respective corps were 
and solid columns, with all their arms glittering in brought back to their original ground, that not ten 
the sun, were steadily fomling on the grassy plain minutes had elapsed after the marching-past of 
helow. Every foot of grounti upon the northern the last company before all was ready for the 
slopes not too steep for standing on was occupied, I advance in line, the officers having taken post 
even to the summit, where the mighty yellow in review order, and the men standing with 
standard with the red lion floated out over all. shouldered aml5. On the signal being given, the 
When the Queen, accompanied by the Prince whole line (of columns) advanced, the review 
Consort, the aged Duchess of Kent, and the royal bands playing, The effect of this was, in one 
children, came in front of the grand stand, the sight I word, indescribable, and \\ hen the whole \\3.i 
89 
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simultaneously halted, and the royal salute given, the hour of need, of the freedom and integrity of 
the silent grandeur of the scene, broken only by the empire." 
the 
ational Anthem, sent a thrill of heart-stirring 
awe through the assembled multitude, But on a On the same ground, in August 1881, and before 
sudden the death-like silence is broken, and the a vast multitude, Her Majesty reviewed a force of 
pent-up enthusiasm of the Volunteers breaks forth 40,000 Scottish Volunteers. So many men under 
like the bursting of some vast reservoir, A cheer, arms had not been massed together in Scotland 
such as only Britons have in them to give, goes since James IV. marched to Flodden. "Although 
forth with the full power of 2.l,000 loyal throats- unhappily marred by continuous rain," says the 
a cheer such as old Holyrood never heard before, Duke of Cambridge's order, dated Edinburgh 
caught up by the crowds on the hill, and rolled Castle, August 26th, "the spectacle yesterday 
back to the plain, again and again to burst forth presented to her Majesty was an admirable 
with redoubled energy, until it merges into one sequel to the great review held recently at 
prolonged, heart-stirring, joyous roar - shakoes_ ! Windsor, and th(> Queen has observed with much 
caps, and busbies, being _ ::- gratification, the same 
held high on swords, C. ""' _ ':'-= ,i 
 :

 soldierlike bearing, pro- 
rilles, and carbines; and "_
_ . ;-::
 
O::-" - 
'
 gress in discipline, and 
then it was that the - 
-'" " '" ._ 
'
 uniform good conduct, 
Queen spoke long to Sir -::::.- ..- ....-
 
. 
. which distinguished the 
George Wetherall, ex- \ iIii' "'" - Volunteers there assem- 
pres
ing her delight. " , '. .; ': ;$
 _ 
 - _ bled, were cons p icuous 
<>-= Ii _..____ 
By six p.m. all was ___. I",' I,' 
 _-_ -;.""':- in a like degree on the 
over, and by the four 
 - F' ' ''-, 
 - -..-0": present occasion. . . . . 
exits the whole 22,000 

- The Field Marshal Com- 
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men had left the park 
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the municipal arrange- ST. AN rHONY'S WELL. commanded by Major 
ments, that not the slight- (From a PhotograP" hy Alex. A. blglls.) General Alastair Mac- 
est accident occurred, and donald; and perhaps 
the slopes of the great hills were bared of their none were more applauded in the march past than 
multitudes as if by magic. The great review the London Scottish, led by Lord Elcho. The bands 
was over, and in due time came the following order of the Black Watch and 5th Fusileers were placed 
from the Adjutant-General Sir J. Yorke Scarlett:- beside the saluting post, whereon was hoisted the 
royal standard, as borne in Scotland, the lion 
"Horse Guards, August 10th, 1860. rampant being first and fourth in the quarterings. 
" The Adjutant-General has received the Queen's Undeterred by the incessant deluge of rain, the 
commands to convey her thanks to the several Queen remained till the last, and so did the rest of 
corps of Artillery and Rifle Volunteers assembled the royal party; but even ere the second division 
at Edinburgh' on the 7th instant, and to assure had defiled before her the vast slopes of Arthur's 
them of the satisfaction and gratification with Seat had been greatly denuded of spectators, "and 
which Her Majesty beheld the magnificent spectacle the great mass of umbrellas slipped down and 
presented to her. gathered about the Holyrood gates, egress through 
" Her Majesty could not see without admiration which was still denied," owing to certain instructions 
the soldier-like bearing of the different corps as adapted evidently to a fair-weather gathering, 
they passed before her; and she finds in the high It was greatly to the credit oftheseScouish troops, 
state of efficiency to which they have attained in and a proof of their excellent discipline, that to the 
an incredibly short space of time another proof very close of that trying and harassing day, their 
that she may at all times surely rely on the loyalty behaviour was quiet, orderly, and admirable to the 
and patriotism of her people for the defence, in ; last, and not a single accident occurred. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 


ERISTO AXD THE POTTERROW. 


Hñsto Street-The Darien House-The Earl of Roseber}--Old Charity Workhouse-A Strike in I764
1d George Inn-U. p, Church- 
Dc, Peddie -Sir Walter Scott's First School-The General's Entry and the Dalrymples of Stair-Burns and Clarinda-Crichton Street- 
Alison Rutherford of Farnielee-The Eastern Port>burgh-1he Dukeof Lennox lIIeu-The Plague-The Covenanters' Gun Foundry- 
A Witch-A Contumacious Harber-Tailor.' Hall-Story of Jean Brown-Duke of Douglas's House-Thomas Campbell the Poet 
-Earl of 
lunay's House-Charles Street and Field, 


THOSE who see Forrest Road now-a broad and grand national project, the Darien Expedition, 
handsome thoroughfare--can form no conception of formed for establishing a settlement on the isthmus 
the features of its locality for more than a hundred of that name, and fitting out ships to trade with 
years before 1850. Africa and the Indies. By this the highest an. 
A great archwa'-, in a modem addition to the ticipations were raised; the then large sum of 
city wall, led from the Bristo Port by a winding ..6400,000 was subscribed, and an armed expedi- 
pathway, a hundred yards long, and bordered by tion sailed from Scotland for the new settlement. 
trees to a wicket, or klinket'gate, in the city wall, Apart nom people of all ranks who were sub- 
opposite the centre walk of the meadows, On scribers to this scheme, we may mention that the 
its west side rose the enormous mass of the old Faculty of Advocates, the Merchant Company of 
Charity Workhouse, with a strong box at its gate, Edinburgh, with Sir Robert Christie the Provost, 
inscribed, "He that giveth unto the poor lendeth the Cities of Edinburgh and Perth, joined it as 
unto the Lord," and having an orifice, wherein the communities; but" meanwhile, the furious denun- 
charitable passer might drop a coin. On its ciations of the English Parliament proved a 
east side were the ancient offices of the Darien thorough discouragement to the project in London, 
Company, the Correction House, and Bedlam, to and nearly the whole of the stockholders there 
which another pathway diverged south-eastward silently withdrew from it. Under the same in- 
from. before the Workhouse gate. On the east fluence the merchants of Hamburg were induced 
and south rose the mass of the embattled city to withdraw their support and co-operation, leaving 
wall, black with smoke and years, and tufted with Scotland to work out her own plans by, herself. 
grass, She proceeded to do so with a courage to be 
A group of mansions of vast antiquity, their dark admired." (" Dom. Ann,," Vol. III.) The house 
chimneys studded by glistening oyster-shells, were described was built, and schemes for trade \\ith 
on the west side of the Bristo Port, the name of which Greenland, Archangel, and the Gold Coast, were 
is still retained by two or three houses of modem considered, and, under the glow of a new and 
construction. great national object, all the old feuds and an, 
In 1647 the whole of the area referred to here tipathies of Covenanter and Cavalier were forgotten, 
was an open grass park of oblong form, about 250 till pressure from without crushed the whole enter- 
paces long by 200 broad, according to Gordon's map. pnse. 
Till lately the west side of Bristo Street, from the When intelligence reached Edinburgh that the 
Port to Teviot Row, was entirely composed of the company had planted the Scottish flag on Darien, 
dead angle of the city wall. Immediately within formed Fort St. Andrew, and successfully repulsed 
this, facing the south, stood the office of the Darien the Spaniards, who were urged to the attack by 
Company, a two-storeyed and substantial edifice, William of Orange, thanksgivings were offered up 
built of polished freestone, \\ith the high-pitched in St. Giles's and all the other churches; the city 
roof that came into fashion with William of Orange; was illuminated; but the mob further testified their 
but till the last" it was a melancholy and desolate joy by seizing all the ports, setting fire to the 
memorial of that unfortunate enterprise." A row Tolbooth door, and liberating all the prisoners 
of eight arched niches were along its upper storey, incarcerated there for i
suing seditious prints against 
lmt never held busts in them, though intended for the king and the English Court. 
such, No less vehement was the fury of the populace 
This edifice was built in 1698, as an ornamental on the destruction of this national enterprise, than 
tablet above the main entrance bore, together with their joy at its first brief success. The Tolbooth 
a sun-dial, and within, a broad flight of handsome was again forced, the windows of all adherents of 
stairs, guarded by balustrades, led to the first floor. King William were broken, and such rage was 
Here, then, \\a,> tran;;acted the business of that' e:o..hibited, that his commissioner and the officers 
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of State had to fly the city 
exasperated people. 
In the days of its declension, the Darien House 
"as abandoned to the uses of a lunatic asylum for 
the paupers of the adjoining workhouse. South of 
it stood a square edifice, which was latterly used for 
the same purpose. In the early part of the 
eighteenth century this was the mansion house of 
a wealthy quaker, named Buntin (or Bontein), whose 
daughter was locally known as "the beautiful 


to escape from the i Darien House, in 187 I, and the site of both is now 
occupied by several blocks of new buildings, in 
making the excavations for which the labourers 
found that nearly the whole area had been an 
ancient and forgotten cemetery, the bones and 
coffins in which lay at an average depth of six feet 
below the surface, 
The first Merchant Maiden Hospital was built 
in 1707, on the east side of Bristo Street; and in 
1739 we find James, second Earl of Rosebe!). 
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THE CHARITY WORKHOUSE, 1820. (AfierStor.....) 


Mally." To see her leave the meeting-house in 
the Pleasance, all the bucks and gay fellows of 
the city were wont to crowd; but from her father's 
house, at Bristo (in its last years a dispensary), she 
eloped with Mr. Craig, the minister of Currie, in 
the churchyard of which her tombstone still 
remams, 
To this latter house, as a Bedlam, a peculiarly 
melancholy interest attached, as it was there 
that Robert Fergusson, the ill-fated poet, died a 
raving lunatic in his twenty-fourth year, in 1774, 
after a contusion received by a fall down-stairs; and 
when his last hours came, his piteous shrieks for his 
" mother" often rang out upon the night. This 
house was removed about the same time as the 


living in Denham's Land, in the same thorough, 
fare. This peer was one who carried the follies 
and fantastic vices of the age to such an extravagant 
length as led people to doubt his sanity. During 
the lifetime of his father, Earl Archibald, he had 
been frequently a debtor in the Tolbooth, and on 
the 28th January, 1726, was incarcerated there for 
.. deforcement, riot, and spulzie." 
In 1739 there occurs in the public journals a 
singular advertisement, issued by this ornament to 
the Scottish peerage, relative to the elopement of 
one Polly Rich, who had been engaged by him for 
a year. She is described as being about eighteen 
five feet six inches high, "fine-shap'd, blue-ey'd, 
with black hair or nut-brown; all her linnen or 
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-cambrick" bears the earl's coronet above his was a park called Forglens Park, upon part of 
initial R. Three guineas' reward was offered for which the New Bridge is built," says a writer in 
anyone who would return Polly" to her owner," I 1775, .. and the rest feued out by the magistrates 

ither at John's Coffee House, "or the Earl of I to different persons, upon which there are now 
Rosebeme at Denham's Land, Bristow, and no many good houses erected. This park used to 
questions will be asked. She is a London girl, pay;{;lo yearly." 
and what they call a COCk/If)'." There are in I At midsummer, in 1743, this house was opened 
the advertisement a great many arguments and for the reception of the poor, who were employed 
inducements used by the earl to induce the fair according to their ability, and allowed twopence 
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one to return, and the whole are wound up by the 
following elegant couplet :- 
.. My Lord desires Polly Rich, 
To mind on Lord Roseberrie's dear little Fish." 
(ScottiS"JOUNUÚ, Vol. I.) 
Westward of Bristo Street, in the large open field 
described, there was erected in 1743 the Workhouse. 
It was four storeys in height, very spacious, but plain, 
massive, and dingy, with a pedimented or gabled 
centre, whereat hung a huge bell, and in which 
there were three tall arched windows of the chapel 
or hall. It stood 200 feet south. west of the Bristo 
Port, on a part of the ground then denominated 
the High Riggs, and the expen
e of the edifice was 
defrayed by the voluntary contributions of the 
inhabitants; and for its use, "among other subjects, 


out of every shilling they earned, The annual 
expense of maintaining each person in those days 
amounted to L4 10S., and was defrayed by a tax. 
of two per cent. on the valued rents of the city, the 
dues of the dead, or the passing bell, burial 
warrants, green turfs, half the profits of the Ladies' 
Assembly Room, the collections at the church 
doors, and other voluntary contributions. It was 
early proposed to establish a permanent poor rate, 
but this was opposed by the members of the College 
of Justice, on the plea that they" ere not liable to 
local burdens. 
The number maintained in this now defunct 
edifice from the 1St of January, 1777, to the 1St 
of January, 1ï78, "as only 484 adults, of both 
sexes, of whom 52 died; 180 children, of whom 
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9 died; but Scotland was not then, nor for long London and all parts of England; "also every day 
Ifter, subjected to the incessant immigration of the to Greenock, Glasgow, and the west of Scot1:md," 
Irish poor. The government of this house was Southward of where this inn stood is now St. 
vested in ninety-six persons, who met quarterly, Mary's Roman Catholic school, formerly a church, 
.md fifteen managers, who met weekly. There built in 1839, It is a pinnacled Gothic edifice, and 
were also a treasurer, chaplain, surgeon, and other was originally dedicated to St. Patrick, but was 
officials, superseded in 1856, when the great church in the 
This unsightly edifice survived the Darien House Cowgate was secured by the Bishop of Edinburgh. 
for some years, but was eventually removed to Lothian Street opens eastward from this point. 
make way for the handsome street in a line with In a gloomy cul-de-sac on its northern side is a 
George IV. Bridge, containmg the Edinburgh Rifle circular edifice, named Brighton Chapel, built in 
Volunteer Hall, and the hall of the Odd Fellows, I 1835, and seated for 1,257 persons. Originally, it 
At the acute angle between Forrest Road and was occupied by a relief cangregation. The con- 
Bristo Street is the New North Free Church, tinuation of the thoroughfare eastward leads to 
erected in 1846. It presents Gothic fronts to both College Street, in which we find a large United 
thoroughfares, and has a massive projecting front Presbyterian church. 
basement, adorned with a small Gothic arcade. In a court off the east side of Bristo Street, a few 
In 1764 we first hear of something like a trade yards south from the east end of Teviot Row, is 
strike, v.: hen a great number of journeyman masons I another church belonging to the same community, 
met in July in Bristo Park (on the open side of which superseded the oldest dissenting Presbyterian 
the street, near Lord Ross's house), where they church in Edinburgh, In a recently-published 
formed a combination "not to work in the ensuing I history of this edifice, we are told that early in the 
week unless their wages were augmented, This, century," when the old church was pulled down, 
it seems, they communicated to their masters on I within the heavy canopy of the pulpit" (the sound- 
Saturday night, but had no satisfactory answer. ing-board)" were found three or four skeletons of 
Yesterday morning they came to work, but finding horses' heads, and underneath the pulpit platform 
no hopes of an augmentation, they all, with one about twenty more. It was conjectured that they 
consent, went off. The same evening the master- had been placed there from some notion that the 
masons of the city, Canongate, Leith, and suburbs, acoustics of the place would be improved." 
met in order to concert what measures may be The church was built in 1802, at a cost of 
proper to be taken in this affair." (Edin. Adz'ert" ..64,084, and was enlarged afterwards, at a further 
Vol. II.) cost of LI,515, and interiorly renovated in 1872 
They resolved not to increase the wages of the for..6 1,300, It is a neat and very spacious edifice, 
men, and to take legal advice "to prevent undue and was long famous for the ministry of the Rev. 
combmations, which are attended with many bad Dr, James Peddie, who was ordained as a pastor of 
effects." The sequel we have no means of knowing. that congregation on the 3rd April, 1783. On his 
The same print quoted records a strike among the election, a large body of the sitters withdrew, and 
sweeps, or tronmen, in the same park, and elsewhere formed themselves into the Associate Congrega- 
adds that" an old soldier has lately come to town ' tion of Rose Stret:t, of which the Rev. Dr. HaIl 
who sweeps chimneys after the English manner, I subsequently became minister; but the Bristo 
which has so disgusted the society of chimney- Street congregation rapidly recruited its numbers 
sweepers that they refuse to sweep any unless this under the pastoral labours of Dr, Peddie, and from 
man i!l obliged to leave the town, upon which a that time has been in a most flourishing condition. 
number of them have been put in prison to, day, In 1778, when six years of age, Sir Walter Scott 
Thev nt:ed not be afraid of this old soldier taking attended the school of Mr. J olm Luckmore, in 
the bread from them, as few chimneys in this place Hamilton's Entry, off Bristo Street, a worthy pre- 
will admit of a man going through them," (EdÙl. ceptor, who was much esteemed by his father, the 
Advert" Vol. III.) old ""riter to the Signet, with whom he was for 
In the Bristo Port, or that portion of the street many years a weekly guest. The school-house, 
so called, stood long the Old George Inn, from I though considerably dilapidated, still exists, and 
whence the coaches, about 1788, were wont to set is occupied as a blacksmith's shop. It is a small 
forth for Carlisle and London, three weekly-fare cottage-like building with a red-tiled roof, situated 
to the former, ..6 I 10S., to the latter, ..63 10S. 6d- on the right-hand side of the court called Hamilton's 
and from whence, till nearly the railway era, the Entry, No. 36, Bristo Street. As to the identity oí 
\\aggons were despatched every lawful day to j the edifice there can be no doubt, as it was 
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pointed out by Sir Walter himself to the late Dr. Duke of Marlborough, and was promoted to the 
Robert Chambers, In 1792 .;\Ir, Luckmore was rank of lieutenant-general after the bloody victory 
appointed one of the four English masters of the of Malplaquet. He shared in the fall of the great 
High School on the city's establishment, and con- duke, and retired from Court until the accession ot 
tinued to hold that office till his death, in 181 I. Sir I George I., during which interval it is probable that 
Walter Scott, on leaving his school in Hamilton's I the family mansion in the Potterrow formed the 
Entry, \\as placed under the domestic tutelage of frequent abode of the disgraced favourite." 
Mr. James French, who prepared him to join Mr. But General's Entry is perhaps now most 
Luke Fraser's second class at the High School, intimately associated with one of Burns's heroines, 
in October, 1779, :ðlrs. McLehose, the romantic Clarinda of the noto- 
Another interesting locality in Bristo Street, at its rious correspondence, in which the poet figured 
junction with the Potterrow, was long known as the as Sylvander, He was introduced to her in the 
General's Entry, 
o. 58, though now it e"ists but house of a :ð1iss Nimmo, on the first floor of an 
in name. This was a desolate-looking court of old tenement on the north side of Alison Square, 
ancient buildings. The south and east sides of the A little parlour, a bed-room, and kitchen, accord- 
quadrangle were formed by somewhat ornate edi- ding to Chambers, constituted the accommodation 
fices. The crowstepped gable at the south-east of .:\Irs. Agnes :\IcLehose, "now the residence of 
angle bore an antique sun-dial, with the quaint two, if not three, fanlilies in the extreme of humble 
Jegend- life," 
.. WE SHALL DIE ALL ; .. In December, 17 8 7, Burns met at a tea-party 
and beyond this was a row of circular-headed I this lady, then a married woman of great beauty, 
dormer \\indows, in the richly decorated style of about his own age, and who, with her two children, 
J ames VI. One of these bore a shield, charged had been deserted by a worthless husband. She 
with a monkey and three mullets-in-chief, sur- had "it, could use her pen, had read" Werther" 
rounded by elaborate scroll-work of the same reign and his sorrows, was sociable and flirty, and pos- 
and bearing the initials J.D. sessed a voluptuous loveliness, if we may judge by 
Unvaryi
g tradition has assignerl this mansion to I the silhouette of her in Scott Douglas's edition of 
General Monk as a residence while commanding I the poet's works, She and Burns took a fancy to each 
in Scotland, but there is not much probability to other on the instant, She invited him to tea, but he 
support it. The ho,use was furnished with numer-I offered a visit instead. An accident confined him 
ous out-shots and projections, dark, broad, and for about a month to his room, and this led to the 
I 
bulky stacks of chimneys, reared in unusual places, famous Clarinda and Sylvander correspondence. 
all blackened by age and encrusted by the smoke .-\t about the fifth or sixth exchange of their letters 
of centuries, It is said to have been built by Sir she wrote: "It is realty curious, so much fun 
James Dalrymple, afterwards first Viscount Stair, passing between two persons who saw each other 
one of the Breda Commissioners, and who continued' only once," 
his practice at the bar with great reputation after I During the few months of his fascination for this 
the battles of Dunbar and Worcester. fair one in General's Entry, Burns showed more of 
That he was a particular favourite with General his real self, perhaps, than can be traced in other 

Ionk, and even with Cromwell, to whom the I parts of his published correspondence, In his first 
former recommended him as the fittest person for letter to her after his marriage, he says, in reply to 
the bench in 1657, is well known; and under such her sentimental reproaches," When you call over 
circumstances, it may be supposed that 
Ionk the scenes that have passed between us, you will 
would be his frequent visitor when he came from r survey the conduct of an honest man struggling 
his quarters at Dalkeith to the capital. Tradition I successfully with temptations the most powerful 
has assigned the house as the permanent residence I that ever beset humanity, anrl preserving untainted 
in those days of the Commander of the Forces in honour in situations where the severest virtue 
Scotland. But there is sufficient proof that it was would have forgiven a fall." But had Clarinda 
the to\\11 abode of the Stair family, till, like the I been less accessible, she might have discovered 
rest of the Scottish nobility, they abandoned Edin- eventually that much of the poet's warmth was 
burgh, after the Treaty of Union. "It is not I fanciful and melodramatic. From their corres- 
unlikely," says Wilson, "that the present name of pondence it would appear that she was in ex- 
the old court is derived from the more recent pectation of Burns visiting her again in Alison 
residence there of John, second Earl of Stair, who Square in 1788. 
sen'erl during the protracted campaigns of the I She was the cousin-german of Lord Craig, who, 
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at his death in York Place, in 1813, left her an (Lord Craig), about whom you have been in- 
annuity, and thirty years after still found her living quiring, He was the best friend I ever had.' 
in Edinburgh. , I After a little conversation about his lordshipi she 
" She is now nearly eighty years of age, but enjoys directed our attention to a picture of Burns by 
t:xcellent healtlJ." says Kay's editor in Februar}, Horsburgh, after Taylor. 'You wiU know wht} 
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THE MERCHANT MAIDE:\I'S HOSPITAL, BRISTO, 1820, 


=, 


(After Storer,) 


1837. "We found her sitting in the parlour, with that is; it was presented to me by Constable and 
some papers on the table. Her appearance at Co" for having simply declared what I know to 
first betrayed a little of that languor and apathy I be true-that the likeness was good.' \\'e spoke 
which attend age and solitude; but the moment of the correspondence between the poet and 
she comprehended the object of our visit, her I Clarinda, at which she smiled, and pleasantly 
countenance-which even yet retains the lineaments remarked on the great change which the lapse of 
of what Clarinda may be supposed to have been- so many years had produced in her personal 
became animated and intelligent. 'That: said appeamnce, Indeed, any observation respecting 
she, rising up, and pointing to an engraving over Burns seemed to afford her pleasure, Having 
the mantelpiece, 'is a likeness of my r.elative prolonged our intrusion to the limits of courtesy, 
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and conversed on various topics, we took l
ave I fare, where, in the days of her widowhood, as Mrs. 
of the venerable lady, highly gratified by the inter. Cockburn of Ormiston, resided Alison Rutherford 
view. To see and talk with one whose name is so of Fairnielee, Roxburghshire, authoress of the 
indissolubly associated with the fame of Burns, modern version of the" Flowers of the Forest" and 
and whose talents and virtues were so much other Scottish songs-in her youth a "forest flower 


- ! 
f....... 


rf 


,-' --- 
'I 
... 


,
 
,
t 
rr r ' 

. f di 
 
". 
 

. - 
,', .
\"ï
 1 '" 
I , 
i "'T'- 
- ."". I> GJ, , - m '- 
... ..'
 . i.i .... 
 . -; , .. ( - II .:' ; 
,;-õ ", rf,.!.. !, - ;w- 

 -" -- " 
, 
,". (.--..... 
 
'1
 T 
'
, 
 t .1 
I
_"""""I?" ., -:if' · 

'f-' '. 
" 


'. " 
,IIiÌi ' J '" 
I 
 ' , 
'.. l
,", 
''''I ' 
ft/. 


" 


-I 


1" . 
,f 
. 

 I 


, 
, J.l fn -: 
tJ " .. 
....:;. I,
 " 

 ... 
... 


" 


... 
, 
.", .. 


- 
 


...-:;; 


1 
ìi;
 
. 


[,-, 
I\
ftl 
e-. .t.. 

"",:r n il"[ 
'.'
 ,LlI'. "
I 
':\ !!II\)lrIIHllt
 , 
Ih"t.,
" 1 
-: 'j!ílf L " 
I !-'
 
,'6JW1 

 I \' !',I.. 
,I " 
'.,j """ I I 

__ 'U I, 'ii' 
I -ç.. ,!J ' , t _ dml , 
, - \ ' 

",lIi' III 
,-.. a BI 
'I ) tI 

 '." . 
"'11I ", 
, III, 
"I II 
III'" " 

 ,
 a 1,j\,1N \ 
" ':
Ì<r I' , 
#. ,. I 
.. r
", 
....., I I 
"Ir.' I 



' 


.. 



 
 

. f .,
 
1 - 
. ! 


t 
. .!I 

 


I- 



" 
.. 


11 i -- 
. , "I 
IT \, '" 

t- I I1I I 
ì )
! 
(.- r- Ii:, 
I 
" I 
(' tl 


I,
 I 
, 

'f

)Jì 


'r 
a 


...!..' : 


fII'" 


- -
 


"'" 


-= -=- 
 


BRISTO PORT, 1820. (AflerS/{ff'er.) 


esteemed by the bard-who has now (in 1837) of rare beauty." She removed hither from Blair's 
been sleeping the sleep of death for upwards of Close in the Castle-hill, and her house was the 
forty years-may well give rise to feelings of no scene of many happy and brilliant reunions. Even 
ordinary description. In youth Clarinda mllst I in age her brown hair never grew grey, and she 
have been about the middle size. Rums, she wore it combed over a toupee, with a lace band tied 
said, if living, would have been about her own age, I under her chin, and her sleeves puffed out in the 
prohablya few months older." fashion of Mary's time. "She maintained," says 
Off Bristo Street there branches westward Scott, "that rank in the society of Edinburgh 
Crichton Street, so named from an architect of the I which French women of talent usually do in that of 
time, a gloomy, black, and old-fashioned thorough- Paris; and in her little parlollr used to assemble a 
90 
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very distinguished and accomplished circle, among 
whom David Hume, John Home, Lord l\Ionboddo, 
and many other men of name, were frequently to 
be found." 
Now she lies not far from Crichton Street, in the 
north-east corner of the old burying-ground of the 
Chapel of Ease; her tombstone is near the graves 
of the poet Blacklock and old Rector Adam of the 
II igh School. 
"Except a mean street cal1ed Potterrow, and a 
very short one called Bristo, there were, till within 
these twelve years, hardly any buildings on the 
south side of the town," says Arnot in 1779; and 
with these lines he brieITy dismisses the entire 
history of one of the oldest thoroughfares in Edin- 
burgh-the Eastern Ports burgh, which lies whol1y 
to the eastward of Bristo Street, and may be de- 
scribed as comprehending the east side of that 
street from the Bristo Port southward, the Potter- 
row, Lothian and South College Streets, Drummond 
Street to opposite Adam Street, and Nicolson 
Street to nearly the entry to the Vorl Hotel on the 
west, and to the Surgeons' Hall on the east. But 
jurisdictions had long ceaseù to be C:\.crcised in 
either of the Portsburghs by the baron or resident 
hailies; yet there are eight incorporated trades 
therein, who derive their rights from John Touris 
of lnverleith. 
In Edgar's map the main street of the Potterrow 
is represented as running, as it still does, straight 
south from the Potterrow Port in the city wall, 
arljacent to the buildings of the old college, its 
houses on the cast overlooking the wide space of 
Lady Nicolson's Park, between which and the west 
side of the Pleasance lay only a riding-school and 
some six or seven houses, surrounded by gardens 
and hedgerows. 
It has always been a quaint and narrow street, 
and the memorabilia thereof are full of interest. 
A great doorway on its western side, only recently 
removed, in 1870, measured six feet six inches wide, 
and was designed in heavy Italian rustic-work, with 
the date 1668, and must have given access to an 
edifice of considerable importance. 
In 1582 the Potterrow, together with the West 
Port, Restalrig, and other suburbs, was occupied 
by the armed companies of the Duke of Lennox, 
who, while feigning to have gone abroad, had a 
treasonable iiltention of seizing alike the palace of 
Holyrood and the city of Edinburgh; but "straitt 
watche," says Calderwood, "was keeped both in the 
toun and the abbey." 
In November, J 584, it was enacted by the 
Council that none of the inhabitants of the city, 
the 1'otterrow, \Vest Port, Canongate, or Leith, 
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harbour, stable, or lodge strangers, for dread of the 
plague, without reporting the same within an hour 
to the commissary within whose quarter or jurisdic- 
tion they dwell. (" Privy Council Register,") 
In the year 1639 a gun foundry was established 
in the l'otterrow to cast cannon for the first Cove- 
nanting war, by order of General Leslie. These 
guns were not exclusively metal. The greater part 
of the composition was leather, and they were fabri- 
cated under the eye of his old Swedish comrade, 
Sir Alexander Hamilton of the Red House, a 
younger son of the famous "Tam 0' the Cow' 
gate," and did considerable execution when the 
English anpy was defeated at Newburnford, above 
Newcastle, on the 28th August, 1640. 
These cannon, which were familiarly known 
among the Scottish soldiers as "Dear Sandie's 
stoups," were carried slung between two horses. 
About the same time, or soon after this period, 
witches and warlocks began to terrify the 10caiitYI 
and in 16..J.3 a witch was discovered in the Potter- 
row-Agnes Fynnie, a small dealer in groceries, 
who was tried and condemned to be "worried at 
the stake," and then burned to ashes-a poor 
wretch, who seems to have had no other gifts from 
Satan than a fierce temper and a bitter tOHgue. 
Among the charges against her, the fifth was, while 
" scolding with Bettie Currie about the changing of 
a sixpence, which she al1eged to be il1 (bad), ye in 
great rage threatened that ye would make the devil 
take a bite of her." 
The ninth is that, "ye ending a compt with 
Isabel Atchesone, and because ye could not get all 
your unreasonable demands, ye bade the devil ride 
about the town with her and hers; whereupon the 
next day she broke her leg by a fal1 from a horse, 
and ye came and saw her and said, 'See that ye 
say not I have bewitched ye, as the other neigh- 
bours say.''' The eighteenth clause in her ditto)' is, 
"that ye, having f..'lllen into a controversie with 
Margaret Wil1iamson, ye most outrageously wished 
the devil to blaw her blind; after which, she, by 
your sorcerie, took a grievous sickness, whereof 
she went blind." The nineteenth is, "for laying a 
madness on .Andrew \Vilson conform to your 
threating, wishing the de7'Î1 to rÙ'e the soul O/lt of 
him." (Law's" Memorialls," 16 3 8 - 8 4.) 
At the utmost, this unfortunate creature had only 
been guilty of bad wishes towards certain neigh- 
bours, and if such had any sequel, it must have 
been through superstitious apprehensions. It is 
fairly presumable, says a writer, that while the 
community was so ignorant as to believe that 
malediction would have actively e\ÎI results, it 
would occasional1y have these effects by its in- 
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ftuence on illlagÙl,l!iOll, and thus become a positive an unaristocratic quarter may be inferred from the 
eviL Her indictment consisted of twenty articles, fact that, so lately as 1716, Robert, seventh Earl 
all similar to those given, and" she confest before of Morton, a man who, Douglas says, "was well 
the Kirk Session that for twenty-eight years past \-ersed in the knowledge of the antiquities of our 
she has been defamed for a witch." country," had his residence there; and later still, 
There was a learned argument upon the rele- in 1760, Archibald, Duke of Douglas, had a stately 
v:mcy of her indictment, but it was, as may be mansion, surrounded by extensive grounds, im- 
supposed, unsuccessfuL The jury, says Pitmedden, mediately on the west side of the Potterrow, near 
was composed "of cordiners, tailyeors, and other the north end of which was his carriage entrance, 
inhabitants of the PottClroW," where she lived, and a gate within a recess, overlooked by the city wall. 
who must have known her weIl. Rosehaugh no- Lady Houston lived in the Potterrow in 17 8 .J. 
tices this case, and concurs in thinking her sentence In the Diary of Lord Grange, we are told of 
to the stake a hard one. Jean Bro\\ n, a woman in humble life, residing in the 
In 1650, when an English invasion was ex- Potterrowin 1 717,who had somecuriouse'\periences, 
pected, many houses in Potterrow, as well as the which, while reminding us of those of St. Teresa, 
\\' cst Port, were demolished by order of the the Castilian, the foundress of the Barefooted 
magistrates, that the guns of the castle, and those Carmelites, were not, singular to say, inconsistent 
on the city wall might have free action to play with orthodox Presbyterianism. 
upon the enemy; and we are told that" the four Being taken, together with Mr. Logan, the in. 
prickes bigged on the Neddir Bow, quhilk was ane cumbent of Culross, to see this pious woman, at 
\-erry great ornament," were demolished. and can- Lady Aytoun's lodging behind the College, he 
non put in their places. (" Nicolls' Viary.") found her to be between thirty and forty years of 
In July, 1671, \\ïlìi.un Wood, a barber in the age; when, having Communion administered to 
Portsburgh, was found to have transgressed his act her at Leith, in the October of that year, she had 
of admission by working as a barber within Heriot's striven to dwell deeply on the thought of Christ 
Hospital, which was without the bounds of the I and all His sufferings. Then she had a vision 01 
l'ortsbnrgh, and I
aving been. disobedient to the Him e\.tende
 on th.e cross and in His rocky sepul- 
Deacon, he was mcarcerated m the Tolbooth of chre," as plamlyas If she had been actually present 
Edinburgh, so sharp was the practice of those when these things happened, though there was 
days; and afterwards he persisted" malitiouslie in not any visible representation thereof made to her 
his disobedience without making application unto the bodily eyes. She also got liberty to speak to 
calling; therefore the saidis deacon, masters, and Him, and asked several questions at Him, to 
brethren suspends the said William \\' ood from which she got answers, as if one had spoken to her 
the e\.ercise of his calling, and ordains his signe audibly, though there was no alhlible voice." 
to he taken down during the callings' pleasure." Lord (;range admits that all this was somewhat 
(" J list. R. CoiL Surgeons.") like delusion or enthusiasm, hut deemed it f.tr 
Two years after this, the Hall of the Incorpora- from him to say it \\as cither. Being once at Com 
tion of Tailors in the Eastern Portsburgh was built, munion in Kirkcaldy, a voice called to her, " Arise 
on the east side of the street. Above the entrance- I and eat; for thou hast a journey to make-a 
door of the turnpike stair are the shears of the Jordan to pass through." 
craft within a wreath, and a I,uge open volume, The latter prO\-ed to be the Firth of Forth, where 
well can'ed in stone, bearing the following inscrip- she was upset in the water, but floated till rese-ued 
tion on its leaves:- by a boat. Lord Grange called frequently to See 
her at her little shop in the Potterrow, but usually 
found it so crowded with children buying her 
wares that his wishes were frustrated. "'\.fter- 
wards," he states, "I employed her hushand (a 
shoemaker) to make some little things for me, 
mostly to give them business, and that I might 
thereby get opportunity now and then to talk with 
In the revenue of the city for 1690, the tolls such a
, I hope, are acquainted \\ith the \Va}s of 
col\t;cted at the Society and Potterrow Ports God." 
amounted to .[,66 13s. .J.d. sterling; but the tolls I Middleton's Entry, which opened westward off the 
taken at the \Vest Port nearly doubled that sum. Pottcrrow, was associated with another of Burns's 
That the Potterrow W.1S not, at one time, deemed, heroines, Miss ] ean Lorimer, the fl.1Àt:n-haired 
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Chloris of some of his finest lyrics, the daughter of 
a prosperous farmer at a place caIled Kemmis 
Hall, on the banks of the Nith, and who, after 
undergoing many vicissitudes, and having for a 
time .. had her portion with weeds and outworn I It was in Alison Square that Thomas Campbell, 
faces," was seized with consumption, and retired to the poet, resided when writing the" Pleasures of 
an oOscure abode in that narrow and gloomy lane. Hope." He occupied the second floor of a stair 
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.. If Fortune smile, be not puffed up, 
And if it fro\\ n, be not dismayed; 
For Providence govemeth all, 
Although the world's turned up,ide down, ,. 
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CLARINDA'S HOUSE, GENERAL'S ENTRY. 


There she lingered long in loneliness and suffering, on the north side of the central archway, witl' 
supported by the charity of strangers, till she found windows looking partly into the Potterrow, and 
a final home in N ewington burying-ground. partly into Nicolson Street. The poem is said to 
Alison Square, which lay farther south, and have been written here in the night, his master's 
through which a street has now been mn , was temper being so irritable that it was then only he 
built in the middle of the eighteenth century, upon could find peace for his task. 
a wnture, by Colin Alison, a joiner, who in after Alison Square was completely transformed in 
íiÎe was much reduced in circumstances by the I 1876, when Marshall Street '\as constructed through 
speculation. In his latter days he erected two it. A Baptist churc'h, in a most severe Lombanlic 
boards on different sides of his buildings, whereon style, st.tnds on the north side of this new street. 
he had painted a globe in the act of f.tlling, with It was built in 1876-7, at the cost of L-t,ooo. 
this inscription :- Between 1773 .ll1d 1783, Francis, eighth E.lrl of 
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1\Ioray, who died in 1810, lived in the Potterrow, I merchall/, as the phrase was understood in Scot- 
in a large mansion, which was entered through a land, On Sundays, too, :\Irs. Flockhart's little 
garden" at the east end of the row, and another ,isage might have been seen in a front gallery seat 
by Chapel Street." An advertisement, offering it in 1\Ir. Pattieson's chapel in the Potterrow. Her 
for sale in 17831 says the earl had occupied it "for abode, situated opposite to Chalmers' Entry, in 
these ten years past;" that it consists of fifteen that suburban thoroughfare, was a square, about 
apartments, with sen-ants' hall, vaulted cellar, and I fifteen feet each \\ay." 
ample stabling. This was, in all probability, the A mere screen divided her dwelling-house from 
house formerly occupied by the Duke of Douglas. her ta\ern, and before 1t, every morning, the 
The Orig
nal Seceder Congregation? after
vards I bottles containing whisky, rum, and 
randy, w
re 
located in Richmond Street, was established m the placed on the bunker-seat of a \\mdow, \\Ith 
Potterrow about 1794, and removed to the former I glasses and a salver of gingerbread biscuits. Anon 
quarter in 1813. an elderly gentleman would drop in, saluting her 
We get an idea of the class of humble Edinburgh I with" Hoo cl're do, mem 
"and then proceed to 
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ROO\{ IX CLARIND'\'S 1l0LSE, GI.-:o.I:.R \L'S E!>TRV. 


taverns of the old school from the description that help himself from one of the bottles; another and 
Chambers gives us of a famous one, 1\Irs. Flock, I another would drop in, till the tiny tavern was 
hart's-othen\ise "Lucky Fykie's "-in the potter- I I full, and, strange to say, all of them \\ere men of 
row, at the close of the last century. importance in society, many of them denizens 01 
It was a small as well as obscure edifice, ex- George Square - eminent barristers or wealthy 
ternally having the appearance of a huckster's bankers-so simple were the habits of the olden 
shop. Lucky Fykie \\as a neat little elderly time. 
woman, usually clad in an apron and gown of the In No. 7, Charles Street, which runs into Crichton 
same blue-striped stuff, \\ ith a black silk ribbon Street, near the Potterrow, Lord J effrer, the eminent 
round her mll/ch, the lappets of which \\ere tied critic, was born in 1773, in the house of his father , 
under her chin. "Her husband. the umquhile a Depute-Clerk' of Session, though some accounts 
John Flucker, or .Flockhart, had left her some I ha, e assigned his birthplace to \\"indmill Street. 
ready money, together with his whole stock-in-trade, I Lady Duffus was resident in Charles Street in 1784. 
consisting of a multifarious "ariety of articles-I Where this street is now, there was an old locality 
ropes, tea, sugar, whipshafts, porter, ale, beer, known as Charles's .Field, which on Restoration 
yellow-sand, cams/aile, herrings, nails, cotton-\\ icks, I Day, 17 I 2, was the scene of an ingenious piece 
thread, needles, tapes, potatoes, lollipops, onions, of marked Jacobitisll1, in honour of the exiled 
and matches, &c., constituting her a respectable I Stuarts. 
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There was then in Edinburgn a merchant, named erected, with a large banner displayed therefrom, 
Charles Jackson, to whom Charles II. had acted I and the ropl oak painted on it, together with 
as godfather in the K.irk of Keith, and Jackson I the bark in which his sacred majesty made his 
was a name assumed by Ch
r1es 
fter his esca
e I escape, and the colonel who accompanied him. 
in the Ro}'al Oak. In conSideration of all tlus, "The company around the bonfire drank Her 
by an advertisement in the Courant, Mr. Jackson, Majesty Queen Anne's health, and the memory of 
as being lineally descended from a stock of the happy Restoration, with great mirth and de- 
royalists. "invited all such to solemnise that monstrations of loyalty. The night concluded with 
memorable day (29th May) at an enclosure caned mirth, and the standard being brought back to 1\[1'. 
Charles's Field, lying a mile south from this city: Jackson's lodgings, was carried by lo}'al gentlemen 
(where he hath erected a very useful bleaching- I bareheaded, and followed by several others \\ ith 
field), amI there entertained them with a di\Trsity trumpets, hautboys, and bagpipes playing before 
of li(I'JOrs, fine music, &c." them, where they were kindly entertainecL" (Re- 
He had a huge bonfire lighted, and a tan pole liquiæ Scoticæ.) 


CHAPTER XXXIX. 


NICOLSO
 STREET AND SQUARE. 


Lady Nicolson-Her Pillar-Royal Riding School-III. Angelo-New Surgeons' Hall-The Earl of Leven-Dr. Borthwick Gilchri.t-The Blind 
Asylum-John l\I,lcIarcn-Sil David WiJI..ie-RoxLurgh Parish-Lady Glenorchy's Chapel. 


NICOLSON STREET, which runs southward to the thirty to forty feet in height, and had on its pedestal 
Cross Causeway, on a line with the South Bridge, was an inscription in Latin and English, stating that 
formed about the middle of the eighteenth century, Lady Nicolson having been left the adjacent piece 
on the grounds of Lady Nicolson, whose mansion I of ground by her husband, had, out of regard for 
stood on an area now covered by the eastern end his memory, made it to be planned into II a street, 
of North Conege Street; and a writer in a public I to be named from him, Nicolson Street." 
print recently stated that the house numbered as On the eÀtension of the thoroughfare and ulti- 
82 in Nicolson Street, presently occupied as a mate cOlllpletion of the South Bridge, from \\hich 
hotel, was erected for and occupied by her after it was for some years a conspicuous object, it was 
the street was formed. I removed, and the affectionate memorial, instead 
In Shaw's" Register of Entails" under date of of 'being placed in the little square, with that bar- 
TailÚe, 7th October, 1763, anll of Registration, 4th barous want of sentiment that has characterisell 
December, 17 6 4, is the name of J ally Nicolson' many improvements in Edinburgh and elsewhere in 
(F:li.labeth Carnegie), relict of 1\11'. J.lmes Nicolson, Scotland in more important matters, was thro\\ n 
with note of the lands and heritable subjects in I aside into the yard of the adjacent Riding School, 
the shire of Edinburgh that should belong to her I and was, no doubt, soon after broken up for 
at her death. I rubble. 
In F.dgar's plan for 1765, her park, lying east-lOne of the first edifices in the newly-fornled 
wanl of the Potterrow, is intersected by the" New I thoroughfare was the old Riding School, a block of 
Road," evidently the line of the present street, and buildings and stables, measuring about one hundred 
at its northern end is her mansion, some seventy I and fifty feet each way. 
feet distant from the city wall, with a carriage gate I The first" master of the Royal RUing Menage" 
and lodge, the only other building near it being the was .\ngelo Tremamondo, a native of Italy, as his 
Royal Riding School, with its stables, on the site of nJ.me imports, though it has been supposed that it 
the present Surgeons' Hall. was merely a mountebank assumption, as it means 
On the completion of Nicolson Street, Lady I the tremor of the world, a universal earthquat.e; 
Nicolson erected at its northern end a monument but be that as it m:lY, his Christian name in Edin- 
to her husband, It was, states .\mot, a fluted burgh speedily dwindled down to Ainslie. He \\as 
Corinthian column, twenty-fi\ c feet two inches in I in the pay of the Go\ernment, was among the earliest 
height, \\ ith a capital and base, and fourteen inches residents in Nicol
on Square, and had a s.lIJ.ry of 
diameter. Another account says it was from ;{; 200 per annum. 
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In the acco
mt given of the formation of the I Sinclair of Stevenson in 178,J, and anothe- at its 
school in the S'ots Jlà,r,a;;Ùæ for December, 1763, i north-west corner, lcng occupied by David, Earl of 
he is called 1\1. Angelo; and it \\ as ahrreed at a Leven and Melville, who in 17 82 became Commis- 
meeting of the subscribers that the institution I sioner to the General Assembly, an office which 
should be opened in the subsequent January. he held with honour till his eightieth year, in 1801. 
"Each schohr pays four guineas the first month, He married in 1747 Wilhelmina, the 1lÙzcleoztlt child 
and two every other month; si'\teen teaching days of William Nisbet of Dirleton, and after years of 
in the month. Gentlemen whose business \\ ill not conjugal affection and happiness, he celebrated t.he 
allow them to attend regularly, get sixteen tickets fiftieth anniversary of his marriage with her at 
for a month, and pay three guineas for the first, and Melville House in 1797, .md there she died in the 
f,2 16s. for every other month." The sum raised following year. He died at 2, St. Andrew Square, 
to build this edifice was only ..{2,733 155., and in in 1802. In the Directory for 17 8 4, Sir John Dal- 
177 6 it received a royal charter. The actual I rymple, Baron of Exchequer, appears among the 
school was 124 feet long by 42 broad, residents in Nicolson Street, the Countess of 
The TVeekly lIIaga;;Ùzc for 1776 describes" a Aberdeen in No. 25, and Robert, Lord Colville, 
carousal" held at the Royal Riding School, at and Lady Nisbet of Dean, in No. 26. 
which the gentlemen performed their various eques-I Sir Charles Preston, Bart., of Valleyficld, one of 
trian exercises with great dexterity, and at which the Commissioners of Customs for Scotland, died 
"a gold medd, \\'ith a suitable device and motto, I at his hou
e in Nicolson Square, 23 rd l\í
r('h, 
given by 1\1. Angelo," was pre
ented by the Countess 1800; and m No.3 of the same square there hved 
of Selkirk, as the prize of successful merit, to Robert I long the celebrated Orientalist, John Borthwick 
Cay, Esq., of Northumberland. Gilchrist, LL.D. , a native of the city, born in 
Kay gives us an equestrian p
rtrait of Angelo, i
 a I 1759, a
d who, fron: Heriot'
 Hospital, passed into 
Kevenhuller hat and long ndmg-boots. He died the service of the East India Company, when he 
at Edinburgh in .\pril, 1805, in his eighty-fourth devoted himself with ardour and industry to the 
year. acquirement of aU Oriental languages, for which 
The edifice in which he so long officiated was purpose he travelled in Indian garb wherever he 
pulled down to make way for the new Surgeons' deemed them to be spoken with the greatest 
Hall, and the scene of equestrian exercise was purity. 
remO\'ed to the now defunct school at the back of I From his pen issued many most valuable 
the Royal Scottish Na\'al and Military Academy, so works on these languages; and after resigning his 
long superintended by the veteran Captain J olm I chair as Professor of Hindostanee and Persian in 
Orr, in St. Cuthbert's Lane. the new College of Fort William, he returned to 
Its successor, the new Surgeons' Hall, on the take up his residence in Fdinburgh in 1804, and 
east side of Nicolson Street, and a little south of among other schemes, instituted a bank in 7, 
Drummond Street, is a remarkably chaste and beau- Hunter Square, under the name of "Inglis, Borth- 
tiful building, in the Greci.m style, with a noble wick Gilchrist, and Co.;" but as other banks 
portico and pediment, supported by six great fluted refused the notes, the establishment was rei in- 
Ionic columns, after a design by W. H, Playfair, at' quished. 
a cost of ..{20,000. I He quitted his house in Nicolson Square in 
It was opened in 1832, during the presidency of 1815, and after engaging in many literary publi- 
John Gairdner, :'or. n" whose portrait, painted by rations, all of an Oriental nature, he spent the latter 
order of the College, is in the hall, the committee, I years of his life in retirement and died at Paris, in 
rooms of \\ hich are adorned by many of the old oak his eighty-first year, in 184 I. 
panels of 1697, from the fOffiler hall in Surgeon At the south-west corner of the square is a 
Square; and some of the sculptured stones and Wesleyan Methodist church, with a handsome 
armorial bearings which belonged to that edifice Roman front. It was built in 1814, measures 80 
are now to be seen in the front of the Medical feet by 60, with a minister's house and schools 
Lecture Rooms, behind the hall in Nicolson Street. attached. It was regularly attended by the l'resi. 
(" Hist. Sketch R. C S.") dent of the United States, General U, S. Grant, 
The extensive museum here contains a valuable during his sojourn in Edinburgh. 
collection of anatomical and surgical preparations, The most interesting building in the street is 
and may be seen almost daily free, undoubtedly the Royal Blind Asylum and School, 
N early opposite, on the west sir1e, is Nicolson instituted in 1793 ; nor is this lessened by the recol- 
Square, containing a house occupied by Lady lection that it long formed the residence of the cele. 
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brated chemist, )Jr. Joseph Black, who, as we have I sales of the above kinds of work have in some years 
elsewhere stated, was found dead in his chair in amounted to 1;10,000, and in 1880 to 1;18,7 2 4 8s., 
November, 1799, and whose high reputation con- notwithstanding the gencral depression of trade' 
tributed so largely in his time to the growing fame but this was owing to the Government contract fo: 
of our University. I brushes. Hence the directors have been enabled 
The institution was first suggested by the cele- t ' to make extensive alterations and improvements to 
brated Dr. Thomas Blacklock, who lost his sight a large amount, 
before he was six months old, and by Mr. David The asylum has received a new and elegant 
Miller, also a sufferer from blindness; but it was façade, surmounted by stone-faced dormer windows, 
chiefly through the exertions of Dr. David J olm- a handsome cornice, and balustrade, with a large 
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rHE MAHOGANY LAX!'>, l'orTERROW, 1821. (After a Fa;"tinJ: by I/r. JlhE,,'an, in the fossessÙm of V,,, j,A. s"t<y.) 


stone, the philanthropic minister of North Leith, I central doorway, in a niche above which is a bu"t 
aided by a subscription of only 1;20 from the great of Dr. David Johnstone, the founder, from tht: 
\\'ilberforce, that the asylum was founded ill 1 793 ' 1 studio of the late Handyside Ritchie. 
ill one of the dingy old houses of Shakespeare The inmates seem to spend a very merry life, 
Square, into which nine blind persons were received; for though the use of their eyes has been dcnied 
but the public patronage having greatly increased, I them, they have no restriction placcd upon their 
in 1806 the prescnt building, No. 58, was pur- I tongues; thus, whenevcr two or three of them are 
chased, and in 1822 another house, No. 38, was together, they are constantly talking, or singing 
bought for the use of the female blind. I their national songs. 
The latter are employed in sewing the covers I A chapel is attached to the works, and therein, 
for mattresses and feather beds, knitting stockings, besides regular morning worship, the blind hold 
&c. The males are employed in making mattresses, I large meetings in connection with the various 
mats, brushes, baskets of everv kind, in weaving henefit societies they have established among 
sacking, matting, and" rag-carpets," No less than themselves, The} ounger lads who come from the 
eighteen looms are employed in this wor].... The, Blind School at Craigmillar, and are employed here, 
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spend a portion of each day in education, often In West Richmond Street, wluch opens off the 
passing an hour or more daily in learning to read east side of Nicolson Street, is the McCrie Free 
by means of raised letters, under the direction of Church, so named from being long the scene of 
the chaplain. the labours of Dr. Thomas l\lcCrie, the zealous 
One of the most remarkable inmates here was biographer of Knox and Melville. Near it, a large 
J olm Maclaren, who deserves to be recorded for archway leads into a small and dingy-looking court, 
his wonderful memory. He was a native of Edin, named Simon Square, crowded by a humble, but 
burgh, and lost his sight by small-pox in infancy. dense population : yet it has associations intimately 
He was admitted into the first asylum in Shake- connected with literature and the fine arts, for 
speare Square in J 793, and was the last survivor I there a poor young student from .-\nnandale, named 
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SURGEONS' HALL. 


of the original members. With little exception, Thomas Carlyle, lodged when he first came to 
he had committed the whole of the Scriptures to I Edinburgh, and in 3. narrow alley called Paul 
memory, and was most earnest in his pious efforts Street David Wilkie took up his abode on his 
to instruct the blind boys of the institution in por- : arrinl in Edinburgh in J 799. 
tions of the sacred volume. He could repeat an He was then in his fourteenth year; and so little 
entire passage of the Bible, naming chapter and was thought of his turn for art, that it required all 
verse, wherever it might be opened for him. As the powerful influence of the kind old Earl of 
age came upon him the later events of his life eluded Leven to obtain him admission as a student at the 
his memory, while all that it had secured of the Academy of the Board of Trustees. The room he 
earlier remained distinct to the last. Throughout occupied in Paul Street was a little back one, about 
his long career he was distinguished by his zeal I ten feet square, at the top of a common stair on 
in promoting the spiritual welfare and temporal I the south side of the alley, and near the Pleasance, 
comfort of the little community of which he was From this he removed to a better lodging in East 
a memher, ami also for a life of unceasing industry, Richmond Street, and from thence to an attic in 
which closed on the 14th of November, 1840. Palmer's Lane, \Vest Nicolson Street, where he 
91 
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occupied the same apartment as that in which this body must be kept in full communion with 
resided, till the year before his death, in 1785, the Established Church, authorised the purchase 01 
,\lexander Runciman, one of the most eminent Roxburgh Place chapel in lieu of the old place 01 
Scottish artists of his day, and where, no doubt, he worship, and trustees were appointed to conduct 
must have entertained the poet Robert Fergusson, their affairs. 
"while with ominous fitness he sat as his model The chapel handed over to them was that 01 
for the Prodigal Son." the Relief Communion just mentioned. Externally 
Nicolson Street church, erected in 1819-20, at it has no architectural pretensions; but many may 
a cost of ,L6,000, has a handsome Gothic front, remember it as the meeting-place of the "Con- 
with two turreted pinnacles ninety feet in height. vocation" which preceded the ever-memorable 
It is built upon the site of the old Antiburgher secession in 1843, after which it remained closed 
Meeting-house, and is notable for the ministry of and uncared for till it came into the hands of the 
Dr. John Jamieson, author of several theological Glenorchy trustees in 1859, in so dilapidated a con- 
works, and of the well-known "Etymological Dic- dition that their first duty was to repair it before 
tionary of the Scottish Language." It was among the congregation could use it. 
the first efforts at an improved style of church The remains of the pious Lady GlenorchYI which 
architecture in Edinburgh, where, as elsewhere in had been removed from the old church near the 
Scotland after the Reformation, the accommoda- North Bridge, were placed, in 1844, in the vaults 
tion of the different congregations in the homeliest of St. J olm's church; but the trustees, wishing to 
manner was all that was deemed necessary, comply as far as was in their power with the 
The quoad sacra parish called Lady Glenorchy's wishes of the foundress, that her remains should 
lies eastward of Nicolson Street, and therein quite rest in her own church, had a suitable vault built 
a cluster of little churches has been erected. The in that at Roxburgh Place. It was paved and 
parish church was built as a relief chapel in 1809, covered with stone, set in Roman cement, and 
DY the Rev. :\Ir. Johnstone, and altered in 1814, formed on the right side of the pulpit. 
when it was seated for 900 persons. The Inde- Therein her body was laid on the e\'ening of 
pendent congregation in Richmond Court was Saturday, 31st December, 1859. The marble 
established in 1833 ; but their place of worship till tablet, which was carefully removed from the old 
18 4 0 was built about 1795 by the Baptists. The church, was placed over her grave, with an addi- 
Hebrew congregation was established in 1817, but tional inscription explaining the circumstance which 
has never exceeded 100 souls. The Episcopal occasioned her new place of interment. 
congregation of St. Peter's, Roxhurgh Place, was The portion of St. Cuthbert's parish which was 
established in 1791, and its place of worship con- disjoined and attached to Lady Glenorchy's is 
sisted of the first and second flats of a five-storeyed bounded by Nicolson Street and the Pleasance on 
tenement, and was originally built, at the sole the west and east, by Ummmond Street on the 
expense of the clergyman, for about 420 persons. north, and Richmond Street on the !oouth, with an 
To Roxburgh Place came, in 1859, the congre- average population of about 7,000 souls. 

ation of Lady Glenorchy's church, which had been Roxburgh Terrace is built on what was anciently 
rlemolished by the operations of the North British called Thomson's Park; and the place itself was 
Railway. The Court of Session having found that 
 named the Back Row in the city plan of 17 8 7. 


CHAPTER XL. 


GEORGE SQUARE Al'D TIlE VICI
ITY.. 


Ross House-The last Lord Ross-Earlier Resident. in the Square-House of Walter Scott. W.S,-Sir Walter's Boyhooå-Bickers-Green 
Breeks-The Edinburgh Light Hor!ll:e-The Scots Brigade-Admiral Duncan-Lord Advocate Dundas-The Grants of Kilgraston- 
Baron Dundas-Sedan Chairs-<:ampbdl. of Succoth-!\Iusic Class Room-The Eight Southern Districts-Chapel of Ease-Windmill 
Street-Buccleuch Place' Jeffrey's First House there-The Burgh Loch-Society of Improvers-The Meadows. 
Ross PARK and House, a massive suburban man- of this square, which is one of the largest in the 
sion, belonging to the Lords Ross and to the age city. In those days the mansion, which was a 
of stately ceremony and stately manners, occupied square block with wings, was approached by an 
till the middle of the eighteenth century the site avenue through a plantation upwards of sixty yards 
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long, from where the north-east end of Teviot Row: Buccleuch Street, and St. Patrick Square; though 
was latterly. There were the stable offices; in some were projected, the sites were nearly all 
front of the house was a tree of great size, while fields and orchards. The old Statistical Account 
its spacious garden was bordered by llristo Street, I says that Ross Park was purchased for }),200, 
When offered for sale, in March, 1761, it was and that the ground-rents of the square yield 
described in a newspaper of the period as" Ross now (Ú., in 1793) above j;l,OOO sterling per 
House, with the fields and gardens lying around annum to the proprietor. 
it, consisting of about twenty-four acres, divided as J ames Brown, architect, who built Brown Square, 
follows: About an acre and a half in a field and having feued from the city of Edinburgh the lands 
court about the house; seventeen acres in one of Ross Park, built thereon most of the houses of 
field lying to the south-west, between it and Hope the New Square, which measures 220 yards by 
Park; the rest into kitchen-gardens, running along ISO, and is said to have named it, not for the king, 
Bristo Street and the back of the wall. The house but Brown's elrler brother George, who was the 
consists of dining, drawing, and dressing rooms, Laird of Lindsaylands and Elliestown. It speedily 
six bed-chambers, several closets and garrets; in became a more popular place of residence than 
the ground storey, kitchen, larder, pantry, milk- Brown Square, being farther from town, and pos- 
house, laundry, cellars, and accommodation for sessing houses that were greatly superior in st}'le 
servants, &c." and accommodation. 
This house, which was latterly used as a lying-in Among the early residents in the square in 
hospital, was occupied for some time prior to 1753 1784, and prior to that year, were the Countesses 
by George Lockhart of Carnwath, during whose of Glasgow and Sutherland, the Ladies Rae and 
time it was the scene of many a gay rout, ball, and Philiphaugh, Anthony, Earl of Kintore, eighth 
ridotto; but it was, when the family were in Edin- Lord Falconer of Halkertoun, Sir John Ross 
burgh, the permanent residence of the Lords Ross Lockhart, and the Lords Braxfield, Stonefield, and 
of Halkhead, a family of great antiquity, dating Kennet; and in 1788, Major-General Sir Ralph 
back to the days of King William the Lion, Abercrombie, who died of his wounds in Egypt. 
I 16 5. It has been recorded as an instance of Lord Brax- 
In this house died, in June, 1754, in the seventy- field's great nerve that during the great political 
third year of his age, George, twelfth Lord Ross, trials in 1793-4, when men's blood was almost at 
Commissioner of the Customs, whose body was fever heat, after each day's proceedings closed, 
taken for interment to Renfrew, the burial-place of usually about midnight, he always walked home, 
the family. His chief seats were Halkhead and alone and unprotected, through the dark or ill- 
Melville Castle. He was succeeded by his son, lighted streets, to his house in George Square, 
the Master of Ross, who was the last lord of that though he constantly commenteà openly upon the 
ilk, and who rlied in his thirty-fourth year, unmarried, conduct of the Radicals, and more than once 
at Mount Teviot, the :::eat of his uncle, the Marquis announced in public that "They wad a' be muckle 
of Lothian, in the following August, and \Vas also the better 0' bein' hung!" 
taken to Renfrew for purposes of interment. Here, too, resided in 1784 the Hon. Henry 
His sister Elizabeth became Countess of Glas- ErsJ...ine (brother of the Earl of Buchan), the witty 
go\V, and eventually his heiress, and through her advocate, who, after being presented to Dr, J ohn- 
the Earls of Glasgow are also Lords Ross of son by Mr. Boswell, and having made his bow in 
Halkhead, by creation in 181 5. the Parliament House, slipped a shilling into 
Another sister was one of the last persons in Boswell's hand, whispering that it was for the sight 
Scotland supposed to be possessed of an evil of his English bear. 
spirit-Mary, who died unmarried. A corres- To those named, Lord Cockburn, in his "l\Ie- 
pondent of Robert Chambers states as follows:- morials," adds the Duchess of Gordon, Robert 
"A person alive in 1824 told me that, when a Dundas of Arniston, Lord Chief Baron of Exchequer, 
child, he saw her clamber up to the top of an old- the hero of Camperdown, Lord President Blair, 
fashioned four-post bed. In her fits it was Im- Dr. John Jamieson, the Scottish lexicographer, and 
possible to hold her." says, ., a host of other distinguished people all 
At the time Ross House was offered for sale resided here. The old square , with its pleasant 
the city was almost entirely confined within the I trim-kept gardens, has still an air of antiquated 
Flodden Wall, the suburbs being of small extent- grandeur about it, and retains not a few traces of 
Nicolson Street and Square, Chapel Street, the its former dignity and seclusion." 
southern portion of Bristo Street, Crichton Street, I Among the documents exhibited at the Scot
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Centenary celebration in 1872 was a "Contract 
between James Brown, architect in Edinburgh, and 
\Y,llter Scott, "'.S., to feu and build a dwelling- 
house, "ith cellars, coach-house, &c., on the west 
side of the great square, called George Square 
(N o. 2 s), at the annual feu of L S 14S., the first 
payment to commence on Whit Sunday, 1773. Six 
pages, each signed TValter Scott." 
In this house, then, with its back windows over- 
looking the )'Ieadow Walk, beneath its happy 


my infirmity (his lameness) as she lifted me 
coarsely and carelessly over the flinty steps ",hiLlI 
my brother traversed with a shout and bound, I 
remember the suppressed bitterness of the moment. 
and, conscious of my own infirmity, the envy with 
which I regarded the elastic steps of my more 
happily-formed brethren." 
In 
o. 2S Scott received, from private tutors, 
the first rudiments of education; and he mentions 
that "our next neighbour, Lad} Cumming, sent 
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THE BLIND ASYLUM (FOR
(ERLY THE HOUSE OF DR. JOSEPH BLACK), NICOLSON STREET, 1820. (ATterStore>",) 


parental roof, were spent the bright young years 
of Scott, who there grew up to manhood under the 
eye of his good mother. Among his papers, after 
death, there was found a piece of \'erse, penned in 
a boyish hand, endorsed in that of his mother, 
"My Waltersjirst lines." 
"My father's house in George Square," says 
Scott, "continued to be my most established place 
of residence (after my return from Prestonpans in 
1776) till my marriage in 1797." 
Writing of an incidentofhis childhood, he says:- 
"E'\ery step of the way (the Meadow Walk, behind 
George Square) has for me something of an early 
remembrance. There is the stile at which I 
recollect a cross child's maid upbraiding me with 


to beg that the boys might not be all flogged at the 
same hour, as though she had no doubt the punish- 
ment was deserved, yet the noise was dreadful!" 
There, too, he had that long illness which con- 
fined him to bed, and during which the boy, though 
full of worldly common sense, was able to indulge 
in romantic and poetical longings after a mediæval 
age of his own creation, and stored his mind with 
those treasures of poesy and romance which he 
afterwards turned to such wondrous account. 
During the weary weeks of that long illness he 
was often enabled to see the vista of the Meadow 
Walk by a combination of mirrors so arranged that 
while lying in bed he could witness the troops march- 
ing out to exercise in the Links, or any othel 
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incident which occurred in that then fashionable I ' bickers which took place between the. aristocra
i, 
promenade. youths of George Square and the plebeian fry of Ib 
It was in this square, and in the adjoining I vicinity, and it runs thus :-" It followed, from our 
.;uburbs of Bristo Street, the Potterrow, and Cross frequent opposition to each other, that, though not 
Causeway, that those" bickers" of stones, or street knowing the names of our enemies, we were yet 
fights between boys of different ranks and l
cali- I w,ell acquainted with their appearance, and kd 
ties-Xew Town and Old Town boys, Henoters mcknames for the most rennrkable of them. Oue 
and \ratsoners-took place-Juvenile exploits, to I very ac
ive and spirited boy might be considered 
which he refers in his general preface to the leader III the cohort of tiJe suburbs. He was, I 
-, \ravf'rley :'IT ovels." These dangerous rows were suppose, thirteen or fourteen years old, finely maJe , 
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GEORGE SQUARE, SHOWING HOUSE (SECOND ON THE LEFT) OF SIR WALTER SCOTT'S FAIHER, 


-difficult of suppression, as the parties always kept 
pretty far apart, and the fight was often a running 
one, till the Town Guard came on the ground, and 
then all parties joined against that force as a 
-common foe, and clouds of stones were hurled at 
them. These bickers, as an Edinburgh feature, 
were of great antiquity, and we have already cited 
an act of the Town Council published anent them 
111 1529; and Calderwood tells us that "upon the 
Lorù's Day, the 20th (January, 1582-3), the Lord 
Heries departed this life suddonlie, in time of the 
Aternoone's preaching, going to an upper cham- 
her in William Fowllar's lodging to see tlu boyes 
lJid:cr. "I 
Scott has tolù us an anecdote of his share in the 


tall, blue-eyed, with long fair hair, the very picture 
of a Goth. This lad was always the first in the 
charge and last in retreat-the Achilles and Ajax 
of the Cross Causeway." From an old pair of 
green livery breeches which he wore, he was named 
Green Breeks. "It fell once upon a time," he added, 
"when the combat was at the thickest, this 
plebeian champion headed a sudden charge, so 
rapid and furious that all fled before him. He 
was several paces before his comrades, and had 
actually laid his hand.. on the patrician standard, 
when one of our party, \\hom some misjudging friend 
had entrusted with a COlttcall de chasse, inspired 
with a zeal for the honour of the corps worthy of 
Major Sturgeon himself, struck poor Green Breeks 
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over the head with sufficient strength to cut him I ' Lenore-was produced; and there it was, too, that 
d,)wn, \Yhen this was seen, the casualty was so by his energy his corps of Volunteer Horse was 
far beyond what had ever taken place before that developed. The EdÙlbllrgh Herald aNd Clmmicle 
b..,th parti
s fle
 di
erent \
ays, le
ving poor Green I for 20th February, 1797, announced the formation 
Breeks, WIth his bnght hatr plentifully dabbled in oí the corps thus :- 
blood, to the care of the watchman, who (honest I 
man) took care /lot to know who had done the "An offer of service, subscribed by sixty gentle:11en and 
, h . f Th bl d h fl . . I up , wards of this city and neighbourhood, en!-:aging to serve 
mlsc te. e 00 y anger was una lOto ., 
, b I as a Corps of Volunteer Light lJragoons durmg the p:-esent 
one of the meadow ditches, and solemn secrecy war , has been presented to His Grace the DuJ..e of Duccleuch, 
sworn on all hands; but the remorse and terror of Lord Lieutenant of the county, who has expressed his high 
the actor were beyond all bounds, and his appre- approbatio
 of the plan, Hegular drills have in consequence 
hensions of the most dreadful character. The been estabhshed. 
d h .," 
uch gentlemen as wish to become members of this corps 
woun ed ero was for a few days m the mfirma ry, W ' III m k th ' I . t ' tl h H ' I T l S- 
. , , a e elf app lca Ion 1raug 111r. . a tff coil, 
the case bemg only a tnfllOg one; but though Advocate, George Square, secretary to the committee or 
inquiry was strongly pressed on him, no argument management. 
could make him indicate the person from whom he "The service is limited to Midlothian, unless in case of 
had received the wound, though he must have actual invasion or the imminent hazard, when it ext
nds to 
b r, tl II k h. \Y all Scotland. No member of the corps can be reqUired to 
een per ec y we 'nown to 1m. hen he re- join unless during his residence within the county." 
çovered, the author and his brother opened a 
communication with him, through the medium of a 
popular gingerbread baker, with whom both parties 
were customers, in ?rder to tender a subsidy in the 
name of sn1art-money. The sum would excite 
ridicule were I to name it; but I am sure that the 
pockets of the noted Green Breeks never held so 
much money of his own. He declined the re- 
mittance, saying he would not sell his blood; but 
at the same time repudiated the idea of being an 
informer, which he said was dam-that is, base or 
mean. With much urgency he accepted a pound 
of snuff for the use of some old woman-aunt, 
grandmother, or the like-with \'("hom he lived. 
We did not become friends, for the bickers were 
more agreeable to both parties than any other 
pacific amusement; but we conducted them ever 
after under mutual assurances of the highest con- 
sideration for each other." 
Lockhart tells us that it was in No. 25 that, at a 
later period, an acquaintance took place which by 
degrees ripened into friendship with Francis Jeffrey, 
born, as we have said, at No. 7, Charles Street, 
about ISO yards distant from Scott's house. Here 
one evening Jeffrey found him in a small den on 
the sunk floor, surrounded by dingy books, and 
from thence they adjourned to a tavern and supped 
together. In that" den" he was collecting" the 
germ of the magnificent library and museum of 
Abbotsford." "Since those days," says Lockhart, 
"the habits of life in Edinburgh have undergone 
many changes; and 'the convenient parlour' in 
which Scott first showed Jeffrey his collection of 
minstrelsy is now, in all probability, thought hardly 
good enough for a menial's sleeping-room." 
There it was, however, that his first assay-piece 
:tS a poet-his bold rendering of Burger's weird 


Of this corps Scott was the quartermaster, 
In one of his notes to "\Yilson's Memorials," 
the cynical C. K. Sharpe says :-" My grand-aunt, 
1\Irs. Campbell of Monzie, had the house in 
George Square that now belongs to Mr. Borthwick 
(of Crookston). I remember seeing from the 
window Walter limping home in a cavalry uniform, 
the most grotesque spectacle that can be con- 
ceived. Nobody then cared much about his two 
Gemlan ballads. This was long before I personally 
knew him:' 
In 17 9 7 Scott ceased to reside in No. 25 on his 
marriage, and carried his bride to a lodging in the 
second floor of No. 108, George Street; however, 
the last roof he was under in his " own romantic 
town" was that of the Douglas Hotel, St. Andrew 
Square, where, on his return from Italy, on the 9th 
of July, 1832, he was brought from Newhaven in 
a state of unconsciousness, and after remaining 
there two nights, was taken home to Abbotsford 
to die. His signature, in a boyish hand, written 
with a diamond, still remains on a pane in one 
of the windows in 25, George Square, or did so 
till a recent date. 
On the 19th of June, 1795, Lord Adam Gordon, 
Commander of the Forces in Scotland, had the 
honour of presenting, in George Square, a new set 
of British colours to the ancient Scots Brigade of 
immortal memory, which, after being two hundred 
years in the Dutch service, had-save some fifty 
who declined to leave Holland-joined the British 
army as the 94th Regiment, on the 9th October in 
the preceding year, under Francis Dundas. 
Lord Adam, who was then a very old man, 
llaving entered the 18th Royal Irish in 1746, said, 
"ith some emotion :-" General Dundas and officers 
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of the Scots Brigade, I have the honour to present Square, when the former, as second, lost no time 
these colours to you, and I am very happy in I In visiting the Lord Advocate in George Square , 
ha\oing this opportunity of expressing my wishes where he was politely received by his lordship, 
that the brigade may continue by good conduct who said that, "although not bound to give any 
to merit the approbation of our gracious sovereign, explanation of what he might consider proper to 
md to maintain that high reputation which all state in his official capacity, yet he would answer 
Europe knows that ancient and respectable corps Mr. Rowan's note without delay." But Mr. Butler 
has most deservedly enjoyed." had barely returned to Mr, Rowan when they were 
His address was received with great applause, both arrested on a sheriff's warrant, but were libe- 
.md many of the veterans who had served since rated on Colonel Norn1an Macleod, M,P., becoming 
their boyhood in Holland were visibly affected, I surety for them, and they left Edinburgh, after 
We have already referred to the tragic results of I being entertained at a public dinner by a select 
the Dundas riots in this square during 1792, \vhen number of the Friends of the People in Hunter's 
the mob hroke the windows of the Lord Ad,,-ocate's Tavern, Royal Exchange. 
house, and those of Lady Arniston and Admiral I In No. 30 dwelt Lord Balgray for about thirty 
Duncan, who, with a Colonel Dundas, came forth years, during the whole time he was on the bench, 
and assailed the rabble with their sticks, but one of the last specimens of the old race of Scottish 
\\ere pelted with stones, and compelled to Ay for I judges; and there he died in 1837. 

helter. In No. 32 lived for many years Francis Grant of 
The admiral's house was ]'\0. 5, on the north Kilgraston, whose fourth son, also Francis, became 
;ide of the square, and it was there his family President of the Royal Academy, and was knighted 
resided while he hoisted his Aag on board his ship for great skill as an artist, and whose fifth son, 
the Venerable, and blockaded the Texel, till the General Sir James Hope Grant, G.C.B., served 
mutiny at the N ore and elsewhere compelled him with such distinction under Lord Saltoun in China, 
to bear up for the Yarmouth Roads: and in the and subsequently in India, where he led the 9th 
October of that year (1797) he won the great battle Lancers at Sobraon, and who further fought with 
of Camperdown, and with it a British peerage. The :mch distinction in the Punjaub war, and through- 
great ensign and sword of the Dutch admiral he out the subsequent mutiny, under Lord Clyde, and 
brought home with him, and instead of presenting whose grave in th
 adjacent Grange Cemetery is 
them to Government, retained them in his own now so near the scenes of his boyhood. 
house in George Square; and there, if we remem- In No, 36 lived Admiral 
Iaitland of Dundren- 
ber rightly, they were shown by him to Sir James nan, and in No. 53 Lady Don, who is said to have 
Hall of Dunglass, and his son, the future Captain been the last to use a private sedan chair. 
Basil Hall, then an aspirant for the navy, to No. 57 was the residence of the Lord Chief 
whom the admiral said, with honest pride, as he Baron Dundas, and therein, on the 29th of 
ray, 
led him into the room where the Dutch ensign 1811, died, very unexpectedly, his uncle, the cele- 
hung- brated Lord Melville, who had come to Edinburgh 
"Come, my lad, and I'll show you something to attend the funeral of his old friend the Lord 
worth looking at." President Blair, who had died a few days before, 
The great admiral died at Kelso in 1804, but and was at that time lying dead in No. 56, the 
ìor many years after that period Lady Duncan house adjoining that in which Melville expired. 
resided in NO.5, No, 58 was the house of Dr, Charles Stuart of 
It was while the Lord Advocate Dundas was Dunearn in the first years of the present century. 
resident in the square that, at the trial of Muir His father, James Stuart of Dunearn, was a great- 
and the other "political martyrs," he spoke of grandson of the Earl of Moray, and was Lord 
the leaders of the United Irishmen as" wretches Provost of the city in 1764 and 1768. The 
who had Aed from punishment." On this , Dr. doctor's eldest son, James Stuart of Dunearn, \V.S., 
Drennan, as president, and Archibald Hamilton a well-known citizen of Edinburgh, died in 18 49. 
Rowan of Killileagh, demanded, in 1793, a re- The private sedan, so long a common feature 
cantation of this and other injurious epithets, No in the areas Or lobbies of George Square, is no 
reply was accorded, and as Mr. Rowan threatened longer to be seen there now, In the Edinburgh of 
a hostile visit to Edinburgh, measures for his appre- the eighteenth century there were far more sedans 
hension were taken by the Procurator Fiscal. than coaches in use. The sedan was better suited 
Accompanied by the Hon. Simon Butler, Mr.' for the narrow wynds and narrower closes of the 
Rowan arrived at Dumbreck's Hotel, St. Andrew I city, and better fitted, under all the circumstances, 
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tor transporting a finely-dressed lady in a powdered distance from the east end of Teviot Row, Ùlt: 
toupee. The public sedans were, for the most class-room of the chair of music. This hand. 
part, in the hands of Highlanders, who generally some hall, though inadequate to the purposes for 
wore short tartan coats, and whose strange jargon which it is required. is in the Italian style, and is 
and fiery irritability of temper, amid the confusion the finest of the university class-rooms. It was 
of a dissolving assembly or .1, dismissed theatre, erected by order of the Court of Session, in 1861, 
were deemed highly amusing. Now there is no from funds which were bequeathed for the pur- 
such thing as a private sedan in Edinburgh any pose by General John Reid, the composer of the 
more than in London, and the use of public ones spirited march, "The Garb of Old Gaul," to 
has entirely ceased. words written by General Sir Harry Erksine. 
North of George Square, No. I, Park Place (re- and it has a museum containing an almost unique 
moved to make room for the new uni\.ersity l\Iedi- collection of instruments, both acoustic and musi, 
cal Schools), was the town house of the Campbells cal, together with various other objects of interest, 
of Succoth. Sir Islay, the fir5t baronet, was Lord I There is also a library of musical compositions, 
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PARK PLACE, SHOWING CAMPBELL OF SUCCOTH'S HOUSE. 


President of the Court of Session, under the title of 
Lord Succoth, and was descended from the house 
of Argyle, and his mother was the only daughter 
and heiress of John Wallace of Elderslie. He was 
one of the counsel for the defence in the gre;:;.t 
Douglas cause, and brought to Edinburgh the first 
tidings of Lord Douglas's victory in the House of 
Lords. A baronetcy was conferred upon the Lord 
President when he retired from office in 1808, and 
he died in 1823, after being long resident on his 
estate of Garscube, whither his son, Sir .o\rchibald- 
who in r8c9 became a senator under the title of 
Lord Succoth-also retired in 1824 j and his great 
house in Park Place was latterlv occupied as the 
Edinburgh Ladies' Institution for Education, and 
ne,lr it was the new J ewi
h Synagogue. 
III Park Place (where Dr, Tait, afterwards 
Archbishop of Canterbur
', was born) stands, about 
nlllety y.lrds west of Ch:1r1es Street and the saine 


anll treatises, which is one of the most comp!etc 
at present e'\.isting. 
Perhaps the special feature is the magnificent 
organ by Messrs. Hill and Son, which in som, 
points is unsurpassed. It contains four manuaL. 
and sixty-six stops, of which lattt:r eleven belong 
to the" pedal organ." In this department of the 
instrument are two specimens, both in wood and 
in metal, of the rare register of " 32 feet." These 
pedal stops, and several on the manuals, of the 
most exquisite softness and delicacy, ar-e the 
great points of this renowned instrument, which 
has been completed ùy the present occupant of the 
chair of music, Professor Sir Herbert (hkeley, who, 
during the university term, gi\'es fortnightly open 
"recitals;' which are much prized by students and 
citizens. During late years the interior of the hall 
has bet:n much improved. Under panels the name 
and date of the ten greatest compo!'lers ha\'e 
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been inscribed. Figures of two of these-Mozart 
and Beethoven--have been already painted by 
a :Munich artist, and it is understood to be Sir 
Herbert's hope that the remaining eight will be 
added. 
Towards the middle of the eighteenth century an 


11. The streets of Bristo and Potterro\\, from 
their t\\'o ports to where they join (near the 
General's Entry), and the cross streets between 
them, to be the district of Bristo anrl Potterrow. 
III. George Square, \\ ith Charles and Crichton 
Streets (exclusive of the corner house of the latter), 
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THE ORGAN IN THE \lUSIC-CLASS ROOM. (From ø Photograþh bY.lor...lrlo.f1øt.ì 


attempt was made to have the royalty extended ' with other thoroughfares leading into it, to be 
over all the southern suburbs of Edinburgh; but, George Square district. 
as that was strenuously opposed, they were after- I IV. Nicolson Park, including the cross-nays 
wards, by an Act of George Ill. in 1771, divided intersecting it, from the Chapel Street to the 
into eight districts in the following manner :- Pleasance, and the street along the back of the 
I. The roa.d leading from Bristo Street westward City ""all from Potterrow to Pleasance, to be 
by Teviot Rowand Lauriston, .. to the Twopenny Kicolson Park district. 
Custom" (in Old Toll Cross), to be called the dis- V. The Cross Causeway, from the south end of 
trict of Lauriston. I the Potterrow to the east end of the said cause- 
92 
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way, and from thence along the Gibbet Street' was built in 1850, and has a fine octagonal spire, 
northward, to where it is divided from the burgh of erected about five years after, from a design by Hay 
the Canongate, to be the Cross Causeway district. of Liverpool. 
By a subsequent Act of George III. there was Lady Dalrymple occupied one of the houses in 
added to it all the tract on the north-east of the Chapel Street in 1784; Sir William Maxwell, Bart., 
road leading from the Wright's-houses to the of SpringJ...ell, who died in 1804, occupied another; 
Grange Toll-bar, and from thence along the May- and in the same year Lady Agnew of Lochnaw 
field Loan to the old D.llkeith Road, and from was resident in the now obscure St. Patrick Street, 
thence in a straight line eastward to the March close by. 
Dyke of the King's Park nearest to the said loan; In this quarter there is an archway at the top of 
and the whole ground west of the dyke to where what is now called Gray's Court, together with an 
it joins the Canongate-all to be called the Cause- entrance opposite the chapel of ease. These 
way-side district. were the avenues to what was called the Southern 
VI. From the east end of the Cross Causeway Market, formed about 1820 for the sale of butcher- 
southward to the Gibbet Toll, including the Gibbet meat, poultry, fish, and vegetables; but as shops 
Loan, to be called Gibbet Street district. sprang into existence in the neighbourhood, it came 
VII, From the chapel of ease south to the to an end in a few years. 
Grange Toll, including the Sciennes, to be the The Wind Mill-a most unusual kind of mill in 
Causeway-side district. Scotland-from which the little street in this quar- 
VIII. From the south end of the property of ter takes its name, was formed to raise the water 
the late Joseph Gavin on the west, and that of I from the Burgh Loch to supply the Brewers of the 
John Straiton in Portsburgh on the east of the road Society, a company established under James VI. in 
leading from the Twopenny Custom southward to 1598; and near it lay a pool or pond, named the 
the \\'right's-house Toll, to be the Toll Cross district. Goose Dub, referred to by Scott in the "Fortunes 
The chapel of ease in Chapel Street, originally of Nigel." From this mill the water was conveyed 
a hideous and unpretending structure, was first in leaden pipes, on the west side of Bristo Street as 
projected in January, 1754, when the increasing far as where Teviot Row is now, and from thence 
population of the West Kirk parish induceù the in a line to the Society, "here there was a reservoir 
Session to propose a chapel somewhere on the south that supplied some parts of the Cowgate. In 
side of it. The elders and deacons were furnished 1786, when foundations were dug for the houses 
with subscription lists, and these, by March, 1755, from Teviot Row to Charles Street, portions of 
showed contributions to the amount of .L;460 ; and this pipe were found. It was four-and-a-half inches 
in eJ<pectation of further sums, "a piece of ground in diameter and two-eighths of an inch thick. The 
at the \\índ Mill, or west end of the Cross Cause- Goose Üub was drained about 1 7I 5. and converted 
way, was immediately feueù," and estimates, the into gardens. 
lowest of which was about .L;7oo, were procured In the year 161)8 Lord Fountainhall reports a 
for the erection of a chapel to hold 1,200 persens. case between the city and AleJ<ander Biggar, 
By January, 1756, it was opened for divine service, brewer, heritor of "the houses called Gairnshall, 
and a bell which had been useù in the West beyond the Wind Mill , and built in that myre 
Church was placed in its steeple in 1763; it commonly called the Goose-dub," who wished to 
"eighs nineteen stone, cost .L;366 Scots, and be freed from the duties of watching and warding, 
bears the founder's name, with the words, "For declaring his immunity from "all burghal presta- 
the IVast .l{irk, 1700." tions," in virtue of his feu-charter from John 
In 1866 this edifice was restored and embellished Gairns, who took the land from the city in 1681, 
by a new front at the cost of more than .L;2,000, "bearing a reddmdo of 1en merJ...s of feu-duty þro 
and has in it a beautiful memorial window, erected oil/iii a/io OJlere, which must free him from watching, 
by the Marquis of Bute to the memory of his warding, outreiking militia, or train bands, &c." 
ancestress, Flora Macleod of Raasay, who lies in- The Lords found that he was not liable to the 
terred in the small and sombre cemetery attached former duties, but as regarded the militia, ., ordained 
to the building. There, too, lie the remains of the parties to be further heard." 
Dr. Thomas macJ...lork .. the mind Poet," ])r. ]n February, 1708, he reports another case con- 
Aùam of the High School, Mrs. Cockburn the nected with this locality, in which Richard Howi- 
poetess, anr:l others. son, minister at Mussel burgh, "having bought 
Buccleuch Free Church is situated at the junc- some acres near the Wind-milne of Edinburgh;' 
tion of the Cros:> Causeway and Chapel Street. It took the rights ther.:of to himself and his wife in 
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liferent, and to his children in fee, and a dispute 
in law occurred about the division of the property. 
Buccleuch Place, branching westward off the old 
Carlisle Road, as it was named, was formed between 
17 66 and 17 80, as part of a new and aristocratic 
quarter, and in ri, airy to the New Town. Among 
the first residents there was Elizabeth Fairlie, 
dow'ager of George, fifth Lord Reay, who died in 
17 68 . She died in Buccleuch Place on the 10th 
1'\ o\'ember, 1800. 
The street is of uniform architecture, 270 yards 
long, but has a chilling and forsaken aspect. The 
large and isolated tenement facing the south-east 
entrance to George Square was built, aDd used for 
many years as Assembly Rooms f3r the aristocratic 
denizens of this quarter. "In these beautiful 
rooms," says Lord Cockburn, "were to be seen 
the last remains of the stately ball-room discipline 
of the preceding age." Now they are occupied as 
dwelling-houses. 
Jeffrey, on marrying a second cousin of his own 
in 1801, began housekeeping in the third flat of a 
common stair here, No. 18, at a time when, as 
he wrote to his brother, his profession had never 
brought in a hundred a year; and there he and his 
wife were living in 1802, when in March, Brougham 
and Sydney Smith met at his house, and it was pro- 
posed to start the Edinburgh Rcz.'iew; and these, 
the first three, were joined in meeting with Murray, 
Horner, Brown, Lord Webb Seymour, and John and 
Thomas Thomson, and negotiations were opened 
with l\[anners and Millar, the publishers in the 
Parliament Close; and--as is well known-Jeffrey 
was for many years the editor of, as well as chief 
contributor to, that celebrated periodical. 
Where the Meadows now lie there lay for ages a 
loch coeval with that at Duddingstone, some three- 
quarters of a mile long from Lochrin, and where 
the old house of Drumdry:m stands on the west, 
to the road that led to the convent of Sienna on 
the east, amI about a quarter of a mile in breadth * 
-a sheet of water wherein, in remote times, the 
Caledonian bull, the stag, and the elk that roamed 
in the great oak forest of Drumsheugh, were 
wont to quench their thirst, and where, amid the 
deposit of marl at its bottom, their boncs have 
been found from time to time during trenching and 
draining operations. The skull and horns of one 


. Dr, J, A. Sidey kindly supplies a description or the original or the 
engraving on p. 349. taken from the l-Ierchant Company's Catalogue. 
II View of George Watson
s hospital and grounds from the south, with 
the castle and a ponion of the town of Edinburgh in the distance. One 
of the two fine frescoes which originally adomrd the walls of the 
Governor's Board Room in said hospital. . . The painter is believed to 
have been Alexander Runcim..n, the celebrated Scottiod1 artio;t. He died 
on the 
:st October, 1785. His younger brother John died in 1768. 
i\3'ed 2.01. 


gigantic stag (Cerms eleþlzas), that must have found 
a grave amidst its waters, were dug up below the 
root of an ancient tree in one of the Meadow 
Parks in 1781, and are now in the Antiquarian 

[llseum, 
In 1537 the land lying on its south b:mk was 
feued by the sisters of the Cistercian convent, and 
in July, 1552, the provost, bailies, and council, 
ordered that no person should "wesch ony claithis 
at the Burrow Loch in tyme cummyng, and dis- 
chargis the bummen to tak ony burn at ony wells 
in the burgh under sic pains as the jugis pIes 
imput to them." (" Burgh Records.'") 
On the 25th of 
[ay, 1554, the magistrates and 
council ordail'1ed that the Burgh Loch should be 
inclosed, " biggit up" in such a manner as would 
prevent its overflow (Ibid). In April, I 556, they 
again ordained the city treasurer to build up the 
western end of it, "and hold the watter thairof," 
though in the preceding January they had ordered 
its water" to be lattin forth, and the dyke thairof 
stoppit, so that it may ryn quhair it ran before' 
(into DaIry Burn, doubtless), "quhill the first of 
Pasche nixt to cum," when they should consider 
whether the water, "hich seemed to occasion 
some trouble to the bailies, "be lattin furth or 
holden in as it is now." 
In 1690 the rental of the loch and its "broad 
meadows" is given at Eß6 13S. 4d. sterling, in 
ctJ/Il/llon good of the city. Early in the seventeenth 
century an attempt was boldly made to drain this 
loch, and so far did the attempt succeed that in 
16 5 8 the place, with its adjacent marshes, was let 
to John Straiton, on a lease of nineteen years , 
for the annual rent of 1;1,000 Scots, and from him 
it for a time received the name of Straiton's Loch, 
by which it was known in 1722, when it was let 
for 1;800 Scots to 
[r. Thomas Hope of Ranke ill or, 
on a fifty-seven years' lease. 
Hope was president oí "The Honourable Society 
of Improvers in the Knowledge of Agriculture in 
Scotland." "ho met once a fortnight in a house 
near what is now called Hope Park, where they reo 
ceived and ans\\ered queries from country people 
on farming subjects. Mr. Hope had travelled in 
Holland, France, and England, where he picked 
up the best hints on agriculture, and was inde- 
fatigable in his efforts to get them adopted in 
Scotland. 
In consideration of the moderate rent, he bound 
himself to drain the loch entirely, and to make a 
walk round it, to be enclosed with a hedge, a row 
of lime-trees, and a narrow canal, nine feet broad, 
on each side of it; and in this order the meado\\ s 
remainc(l unchanged till about 1 S-!o, always a 
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damp and mplancholy place, even in summer, though end of the central walk, and a little, but once 
much frequented as a public walk. famous, cottage and stable, where asses' milk was 
The western end obtains still the name of Hope sold, long disfigured the upper walk at Teviot Row. 
Park, and a more modern street close by bears the A few old. fashioned villas were on the south side 
name of his Fifeshire estate-Rankeillor-now of the Meadows; in one of these, in 1784, dwelt 
passed to anolher family. Archibald Cockburn, High Judge Admiral of Scot- 
Among these Improvers were the Earls of Stair, land. No.6 Meadow Place was long the residence 
Islay, and Hopetoun, the Lords Cathcart and Drum- of Da\id Irving, LL.D" author of "The Lives of 
more, with Dalq mple of Cousland and Cockburn the Scottish Poets" and other works, librarian 
of Ormiston. Lord Stair was the first to raise turnips: to the Faculty of .\d\'ocates; and in Warrender 




 
 


.: 
 I 


, 
n..... 


:.
,
 
.. 


...... ( 
'''''. . 



 



. 


.... , 


Þ ,4' 
/ 'Ë' '. 
";. ""J
. 
 
:4' JP.'> 
I "" Jflë 
' . " -; . 
:....ø' 
l?f 


OJ
 


 - - ... 
.. 
 
; " \, 
, I 
,t I, , t ,ll :- 
b. " 
' " 
!, '.1 
'\. 
r,. .... '
 
. ' 


::- 




: 
- 



 



 .vt'" ...1 
-lÞ', 0.. 
, 1.),-.;'\.. f'1. 
r.
lv.[J:i:.
i'.....
: . 
I f;
-:
" 
.. . 
\ . ,..r-....,..; ....._... 
I-t-:
 ..:> .. s. "" ........... 
:; ?i:J-- 
I,. 


.' 


" . ".,. 


.....;.
 


" 


I , 
I
 
t'
 ,,/
.
 
,

 .
_ 1 
-þff - _ =::-<.) 


" 


-YP:' " 
., "-1'" 
, .J I ,
 


J , v -' " 


\" or. I 
. .... ".' 
 .. I 
,,'
..::
 .í....
 
'ii-- 
; 
'. '." "
 ,
,.:.... " 
.'l' _ ' '- 

w ,,
 ..: ' I 

 
.:: 
" 
 - '-,11. .... ;r
, 
Þ
.', ........' P. \' '" ..-... ....to ;";,
... "I.::...... .1"1-..' 
"" 
 ' '>> . .,', 'c', ',,L '"1 
r --< U 0- _ I 
,.Å' ,1P," . g 
. tn "': , ' " 
....::
 .- 
-.<0 . 
'.\ 


,..
 


-v"""> 
" 


--,.- 

.>- 


" \ 


,. 
I,. 



. 

,..:
'Z!';- 2, II 
7," .""11 
...-
è" ""...... 


. I, ... 


,r 


.
.. "'r 


r,. 


.' 
J, I ,,' 



 



t:;. .t-.... 


" 




--:
_ 
.;::-:,

 . -z;,; __::, 
_
.' ..
__
. 


C> 


TilE MEADOWS, ADOUT 1810, (From a Painting in t"
 þ"ss
ssio" of Dr, 7, A, Sid,y.) 


in the open fields, and so 
the most important branch 
of modern times. 
The :\1eadows were longa fashionable promenade. 
"There has never in my life," says Lord Cock- 
burn, "been any single place in or near Edinburgh 
which has so distinctly been the resort at once of 
our philosophy and our fashion. Under these poor 
trees walked, and talked, and meditated, all our 
literary and scientific, and many of our legal, 
worthies of the last and beginning of the present 
ct'ntury." 
They still fonn the shooting ground of the Royal 
COlolpany of Archers, A species of ornamental 
arbour, caned" The Cage:' stooù long at the south 


laid the foundation of' Lodge, Meadow Place, li\'ed and died James 
of the store-husbandry Ballantine, the genial author of .. The Gaberlunzie's 
\rallet" and olher works of local notoriety, but 
more especially a volume of one hundred songs, 
with music, many of which are deserveùly popular. 
Celebrated in his own profession as a glass-stainer, 
he was employed by the Royal Commissioners on 
the Fine Arts, to execute the stained glass windows 
for the House of Lords at Westminster. 
Now the once sequestered Meadows, save on 
the southern quarter, which is open to Bruntstickl 
Links, are well-nigh completely encircled by new 
lines of streets and ten'aces, and are fllrlh
r inter- 
sected by the fine modern drive named from Sir 
John Melville, who was Lord PrO\ost in 1854-9. 
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THE BURGH LOCH. (Afte" a Plt%craþ" o/tlte O,.ij[Ïnal, by þ,,.,,,issÙm iftlse M,rr:han/ COlllþany of Edinl",'K"') 


CHAPTER XLI. 


HOPE PARK END. 


.. The Dougl,,-
 Cau"'," or Story or Lady Jane Dougl..
,Stewart- H ul(h Lord Semple-" The Che,'alier" -The Archer<' Hall-Ro) al Company 
of Archen (ormed-Their Jacobitio;;m-Their Colouri-Earl) Paradec;-<":on..titution and Admission-Their Hall built-
Iessrs. Nelo;ons. 
E.tablühment-Thoma. Nelson. 


HOPE PARK EXD is the name of a somewhat humble 
cluster of unpretending houses which sprang up at 
the east end of the Meadows; but the actual villa 
latterly called Hope Park was built on the south 
bank of the former loch, "immediately eastward of 
the Meadow Cage," as it is described in the prints 
of 1822. In character Hope Park End has been 
improved by the erection of Hope P.uk Crescent 
and Terrace, with the U. p, church in their 
vicinity; but when its only adjuncts were the 
Burgh Loch Brewery, the dingy edifices known as 
Gifford Park, and an old house of the sixteenth 
century, pulled down by the Messrs. Nelson, it was a 
somewhat sombre locality. Another old house near 
the Archers' Hall showed on the lintel of ito; round 
turnpike stair the date 1704, and the initials A.B. 
-J.L.; but in which old mansion in this quarter 
the celebrated and unfortunate Lady Jane Douglas- 
Stewart resided we have no means of ao;certaining, 


or whether before or after she occupied :i garret 
in the East Cross Causeway, and only know from 
her letters that she lived here during a portion of 
the time (1753) when her long veJ\.ed case was dis- 
puted in Scotland and in England, 
Having referred to this case so often, it is 
necessary, even for Edinburgh readers, to say 
something of what it was-one in which the famous 
toady Boswell, though little inclined to exaggeration, 
is reported by Sir Walter Scott to have been so 
ardent a partisan that he headed a mob which 
smashed the windows of the adverse judges of the 
Cuurt of Session, when, "For Douglas or Hamil. 
ton? " was the question men asked each other Ìli. 
the streets, at night, and swords instantly drawn 
if opinions were hostile; for " the Douglas cause." 
as Scott says, "shook the security of birthright in 
Scotland, and was a cause which, had it happened 
before the rnion, when there was no appeal to a 
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British House of Lords, would have left the fortress with my distress. I take this as the least trouble- 
of honours and of property in ruins." The decision some way of thanking you, and desiring you to lay 
of the Court of Session in 1767 led to serious dis- my application before the king in such a light as 
turbances and much acrimony; thus the reversal your own humanity will suggest. I cannot tell my 
of it, two years subsequently, was received in Scot- story without seeming to complain of one of whom 
land with the greatest demonstrations of joy. I 1lel'er wI'll complain. I am persuaded my brother 
Archibald, third marquis, and tirst Duke of wishes me well, but from a mistaken resentment, 
Douglas, created so in 1703, was the representative upon a creditor of mine demanding from him a 
of that long and illustrious line of warriors whose trifling sum, he has stopped the annuity which he 
race and family history are second to none in has always paid me-my father having left me, his 
Europe. only younger child, in a manner unprovided for. 
Hi.. father, the second marquis, had been twice Till the Duke of Douglas is set right-which I am 
married-first to a daughter of the Earl of Mar, by confident he will be-I am dt'slitlde. Presumptive 
whom he had the gallant Earl of Angus, who fell heiress to a great estate and family, with two chil- 
at Stein kirk in 1692; and secondly, to Lady :Mary dren, I wallt bread. Your own nobleness of mind 
Kerr, of the house of Lothian, by whom he had will make you feel how much it costs me to beg, 
Archibald, afterwards Duk
 of Douglas, his suc- though from the king. :My birth and the attach- 
cess or, and Lady Jean, or Jane, celebrated, like ment of my family, I flatter myself, His Majesty is 
most of the women of her family, for her remarkable not unacquainted with. Should he think me an 
beauty, but still more so for her singularly evil object of his royal bounty, my heart won't suffer 
fate. any bounds to my gratitude; and, give me leave to 
In the first flush of her womanhood she was say, my spirit won't suffer me to be burdensome to 
betrothed to Francis, Earl of Dalkeith, who suc- His Majesty longer than my cruel necessity compels 
ceeded his grandmother in the ducal title of me. I little thought of ever being reduced to 
Buccleuch; but the marriage was broken off, and petition in this way; your goodness will therefore 
he chose another bride, also a Jane Douglas, cf the excuse me if I have mistaken the manner or said 
house of Queensberry, and for many years after this, anything improper. Though personally unknown 
the heroine of our story persistently refused all to you, I rely on your intercession. The con- 
offers that were made for her hand. sciousness of your own mind in having done so 
At length, in the eventful year 17-16, when re- good and chhritable a deed will be a better return 
siding at Drumshcugh, when she was in her forty- than the thanks of JANE DOUGLAS-STEWART." 
eighth year, she was secretly married to Colonel A pension of L300 per annum was the result ot 
John Stewart, brother of Sir George Stewart, Bart., this application; but, probably from the accumula- 
of Grantully, but a somewhat penniless man. Thus tion of past debts, the couple were still in trouble. 
the sole income of the newly-wedded pair consisted The colonel remained in prison, and Lady Jane 
of only L300 per annum, given rather grudgingly had to part with her jewels, and even her clothes, 
by the Duke of Douglas to his sister. with whom to supply him with food, lest he might starve in the 
he was on very indifferent terms, King's Bench. Meanwhile she resided in a humble 
For economy the couple repaired to France for lodging at Chelsea, and the letters which passed 
three years, and on returning, brought with them two between the pair, many of which were touching in 
boys, of whom they alleged Lady Jane had been their tenor, and which were afterwards laid before 
delivered in Paris. Six months before their return the Court of Session, proved that their two children 
their marriage was only made known, on which the were never absent from their thoughts, and were 
duke, already referred to in our account of the the objects of the warmest affection. 
l'otterrow, though childless, at once withdrew the Accompanied by them, Lady Jane came to 
usual allowance, and thus plunged them in the Edinburgh, and in the winter of 17 52 took up her 
direst distress; and to add thereto, Colonel Stewart's residence at Hope Park, in the vicinity of her 
creditors cast him into prison, while his sons were brother's house. She sought a reconciliation, but 
declared spurious. the duke sternly refused to grant her even an inter- 
With womanly heroism Lady Jane bore up against I view. In a letter dated from there 8th December, 
her troubles, and addressed the following letter to 1752, to the minister of Douglas, she complains of 
1\lr. Pelham, the Secretary of State :-" 
ir,-If I the conduct of the Duke of Hamilton in her afÜirs, 
meant to importune you, I should ill deseT\'e the anù of some mischief which the Marquis of Lothian 
generous compassion which I was informed, some i had done to her cause at Douglas Castle, and adds 
months ago, you expressed on being acquainted in a postscript :- 
I 
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":My dear little ones, Archy and Sholto, are, I succeed him, he appointed the Duchess of Douglas, 
bless God, in very good health. I beg your the Duke of Queensberry, and certain others whom 
prayers for them and me, which I set a high value' he named, the lad's tutors and guardians." 
on. Mrs. Hewitt (her faithful attendant) sends you Thus the penniless waif of Hope Park End be- 
her bt'st compliments and good wishes. My carne the heir of a peerage and a long :ent-roll; 
address is at Hope Park, near Edinburgh, to the but the house of Hamilton repudiated his claims, 
care of 
Ir. Walter Colville, at his house at the while his guardians resolved to enforce them. It 
foot of Niddry's \\'ynd." I was suggested by the former that the "hole story 
She returned to London in the summer of 1753, of the birth of twins was a fabrication, and all Paris 
leaving the children in the care of their faithful was ransacked in support of this allegation, and 
nurse; but, notwithstanding all the care of the latter, that the two children had been stolen from their 
Sholto Thomas Stewart, the younger of the twins, I French parents. The EdÙlbllrgh Ad,'erliser for 
who had always been feeble and sickly, died at JUlie, 1764, records the death of Sir John Stewart 
Hope Park, "near the Meadow." This child was of Grantully, at l\Iurthly. Prior to: this, he affirmed 
said to be the image of his mother. She hurried I on oath before competent \\itnesses, "as one slip- 
to Edinburgh , worn out by hardship, fatigue, star- I ping into eternity, that the defendant (Archibald 
vation, and, as Dr. Pringle of the Guards alleg

, Stewart) and his deceased twin-brother were both 
dying of a broken heart. She expIred on the 22nd born of the body of Lady Jane Douglas, his lawful 
of November, 1753. spouse, in the year 174 8 ." In 17 6 7 the case came 
Four hours before her death she desired Archibald, before the whole fifteen judges; seven voted for 
the future Lord Douglas, to be brought before her, the claimant, and seven against him. The Lord 
and laying her hands on the weeping boy's head, President, who had no vote save in such a dilemma, 
she said- voted for the Hamilton or illegitimacy side, and 
"God bless you, my child! God make you a thus deprived Archibald Douglas-Stewart of fortune 
good and honest man, for riches I despise." Then, and rank; but this decision was reversed in 17 6 9 
as the old Douglas spirit glowed within her, she by the House of Lords, and the son of Lady Jane 
added: "Take a sword in your hand, and you may succeeded to the princely estate of his uncle, the 
one day be as great a hero as some of your Duke of Douglas, whose name he assumed, and was 
ancestors," created a pecr of the United Kingdom as Baron 
Archibald, though barbarously expelled from the Douglas of Douglas Castle, in Lanarkshire, in: 179 0 . 
carriages at his mother's funeral, found friends, who He died in 182 7. 
educated and supported him as befitted his rank; Another waif of the nobility was resident at 
and his father having succeeded to the baronetcy Hope Park End in the early years of this century 
and estates of Grantully, though he married a -at least, before 18H. This was Hugh, thirteenth 
daughter of Lord Elibank, executed a bond of pro Lord Semple, who had lost his estates and corne 
vision in his favour for upwards of .;l2,5oo, anc. 1 signally down in the world in many ways. He was 
therein ackno\\ledged him as his son by Lady born in 1758, and succeeded his father in 17 82 . 
Jane Douglas. Still the duke, more rancorous I He was a lieutenant of the Scots Guards in 177 8 , 
than ever, repudiated him as his nephew, and in I and a captain in 1781, and was said to have been 
the hope of ha\ing heirs of his own body, in 1758 obliged to leave the regiment through having in- 
he married Miss Douglas of Mains, who, to his I curred the displeasure of George III. by his poli- 
increased indignation, became so warm an adherent I tical opinions. He died in very indifferent circum- 
of the alleged foundling, that His Grace separated stances in 1830, in his seventy-second year. 
from her for a considerable time. In "The Hermit in Edinburgh," 182 4, a writer, 
In 17 61 a fatal illness fell upon the duke, and as who sketched with fidelity the real characters of his 
death came nigh, he repented of all his conduct to own time, tells us of a recluse, or mysterious old 
his dead sister, and as reparation he executed a gentleman, who dwelt at Hope Park End, and was 
deed of entail of his entire estates in favour of the known as "the Chevalier." He was pensive and 
heirs of his father, James, Marquis of Douglas, sweet in manner, and wore a garb of other yeaI'Sj 
\\ ith remainder to Lord Douglas Hamilton, brother I with a foreign military order; his locks were \\ hite, 
of the Duke of Hamilton, "and supplemented it but his face was Scottish; he had the bearing of a 
by another deed I which set forth that, as in the soldier, and, like the Baron of Brad,\ ardine, used 
event of his death without heirs of his body, Archi- French phrases. He had lost nearly his all in the 
bald Douglas, alias Stewart, a minor, and son of the French Funds at the Revolution in 17 8 9. 
deceased Lady Jane Douglas, his sister, would His lodgings consisted of one room in a flat; 
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"a broadsword, a real Andrea Ferrara blade, hung having perished by fire about the beginning of the 
by his bed-side, and over the clock (a very old eighteenth century, little is known of its constitu- 
French one), on the chimney-piece, were attached a tion prior to the time of Queen Anne. A society 
broken pipe and withered rose." The pipe was for the encouragement of archery was first fonned 
the gift of a comrade, and a secret story attached in the reign of Charles II.. by order of the Secret 
to the withered rose; but, the writer adds, "when Council, in 1676, though with what military utility 
he handed me his snuff-box, the miniature on the at that time is not very apparent; its seal bore 
lid told every thing-a blue bonnet, a white rose in Cupid and Mars, with the motto, IN PEACE AND 
it, the graceful flowing tartan, and the star upon the WARR. They were ordered to "be modelled and 
breast." He was the son of a Jacobite exile, whom drawn up in a fonnal company, with drums and 
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THE ARCHERS' HALL. 


none knew; but when he died, he had nothing to I colours, whereof the officers are to be chosen by 
bequeath to his friend but his foreign cross, the the said CounsilI, and which company, so formed, 
snuf.:box, the claymore, and the pipe, and his !'hall meet on the Links of Leith;' or elsewhere j 
story, whatever it was, died with him. each archer, "with sufficient shuting graith, carrying 
The Archers' Hall, in this district, is famous as the Company's seal and arms in their hatts or 
being.the head-quarters of the Royal Company of bonnets as their proper cognisance." 
Archers, or King's Body Guard for Scotland. The Marquis of Athole, with the Earl of Kinghorn 
This remarkable corps, which takes precedence and Lord Elphinstone, commanded, and the Scottish 
of all royal guards and troops of the line, is com- Treasury gave a prize \\'orth ;/;,20 sterling to be 
posed entirely of nobles and gentlemen of good shot for. This corps, sometimes called the Ki..g's 
position, under a captain-general, who is always a Company of Archers, frequently met during the 
peer of the highest rank, with four lieutenants- reigns of Charles II. and James VII., but little can 
general, four majors-general, four ensigns-general, be traced of it after the Revolution. 
sixteen brigadiers, an adjutant, and surgeon. Upon the accession of Queen Anne and the 
The ancient records of the Royal Company death of the :Marquis of Athole, they elected as 



The MeaJows.] 


THE ROYAL ARCHERS. 


353 


a captain-general the famous Sir George Mackenzie, for the J acobites to omit utilising it for eventual 
then Lord Tarbat, and Secretary of State, and after- militarr purposes, and thus when, in 17 14. the criti- 
wards Earl of Cromartie. Having judiciously cal state of the country and the hopes and fears of 
chosen a leader of powerful influence and approved opposite factions were roused by the approaching 
fidelity, they obtained from Queen Anne, on the death of Queen Anne and the distracted state of 
6th March, 1704, a charter under the Great Seal her ministrr, an unusual amount of vigour inspired 
of Scotland, erecting them into a royal company, the Royal Company of Archers. Their laws were 
receiving and ratifying in their behalf the old laws extended on vellum, adorned with festoons of 
and acts in favour of archery; giving them power ribbon, and subscribed by all the members; and 
to enrol members, to select a council, and choose I they did not hesitate to engross in their minute 
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ARCHERS' HALL: THE DINING HALL. 


their own leaders; "as also of convening in mili- 
tary fashion, by way of weapon,shaw, under the 
guidance of their own officers . . . . and of 
going forth as often as to it shall seem proper, at 
least once in each year, about Midsummer, to shoot 
arrows with a bow at a butt." (" Laws. &c., of the 
Royal Company of Archers "-J. B. Paul's Rist., 
&c.). The magistrates of Edinburgh soon after 
gave them a silver arrow, to be shot for yearly. 
These new rights and privileges they were ap- 
pointed to possess after the mode of a feudal tenure, 
and to hold them in free gift of her Majesty and her 
successors, paying therefor an annual acknowledg- 
ment of a pair of barbed arrows. 
Such an organisation as this proved too tempting 
93 
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book, in terms not to be misunderstood, that on 
his birthday they drank to the health of the exiled 
James VIII. 
TIler still carry a pair of colours. The first 
bears on one side Mars and Cupid within a wreath 
of thistles, \\ith the motto mentioned; on the other 
is a yew-tree, supported by t\
o archers, with the 
motto, Dat gloria vires. The second colour has 
on one side the royal standard I or lion rampant, 
with a crowned thistle and the national motto, 
Nemo 11Z
 Ùlrp,tne laæssi/, On the other side is St. 
Andrew on his cross, with a crown over all, and 
the then very significant motto, Dulce pro patria 
PtriClllttlll. 
On the 14th of June the Earl ('f Cromartie, then 
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upwards of eighty years of age, as captain-general, 
and the Earl of Wemyss as lieutenant-general , 
marched at the head of the Royal Archers, with 
colours flying, from the Parliament Sqnare to Holy- 
rood, and thence to Leith, where they shot for the 
Edinburgh Arrow, and returned with similar parade, 
receiving from all guards and troops the honours that 
are paid to the regular army; but in the following 
year (1715), the Earl of Cromartie being dead, they 
,,"cre led by the Earl of Wemyss to a similar parade. 
On the 16th of June a letter addressed to W odrow 
says :-" Upon Monday last the Royal Company of 
Archers, consisting of about 200, all clad in the 
old Scottish garb, made their parade through this 
town and in Leith; they all consist of J acobites, 
except five or six. At night they came to the 
playhouse, and betwixt the acts they desired Sir 
Thomas Dalzell (who is mad) to order the musi- 
cians to play that air called 'Let the King enjoy 
his own again.' After it was over , the whole house 
clapp'd 3 times lowd, but a few hissed." 
These facts serve to show that what was called 
the Royal Cúmpany of Archers all through the 
reigns of Anne and George I. was really a sodality, 
composed exclusively of the Jacobite aristocracy- 
iu short, a marked muster for the House of Stuart. 
Their leaders were, and have been always, nobles 
of the highest rank; they had "their adjutant aud 
other officers, their colours, music, and uniforms, 
and pretty effective military organisation and ap- 
pearance." (" Dom. Ann.") 
Their dress was tartan, trimmed with green silk 
fringe; their bonnets were trimmed with green and 
white ribbons, with St. Andrew's cross in front; 
their horns and swords were decorated with green 
and white ribbons, and the dresses of the officers 
were laid over with rich silver lace. We are told 
that" the cavalier spirit of Allan Ramsay glowed at 
seeing these elegant specimens of the Aris/oj of 
Scotland engaged at butts and rovers, and poured 
itself forth in verses to their praise." 
After the futile insurrection of 1715, the Archers 
made no parade for nine years; but on James, 
Duke of Hamilton, K.T., being chosen captain- 
general, they marched to Musselburgh in 1724, 
and afterwards occasionally till the loth July, 
1732, when they had a special parade, in which the 
Jacobite element greatly predominated. A guard 
of honour brought the colours from the Duke of 
Hamilton's apartments at Holyrood, when the 
march to the Links began under his Grace as 
captain-general, preceded by I.ord Bruce .. on 
horseback, with fine Turkish furniture, as major- 
general, in absence of the Earl of Crawford." 
"The Lord Provost and magistrates saw the 
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procession from a window, and were saluted by the 
several officers, as did General Wade from a balcony 
in the Earl of Murray's lodgings in the Canongate. 
The Governor of Damascus came likewise to see 
the ceremony. Betwixt one and two the company 
arrived in the Links, whence, after shooting for the 
arrow (which was won by Balfour of Foret), they 
marched into Leith in the same order, and after 
dinner returned to the city, and saw acted the 
tragedy called lIfacbea/h." (CaledonÙ1Il i11ercur)', 
173 2 . ) 
Including the sovereign's prize, there are seven- 
teen shot for annually by the archers. Among 
these are the City of Edinburgh silver arrow, given 
in 1709, and the Musselburgh silver arrow , which 
appears to have been shot for so flir back as 1603, 
As in the instance of many of the other prizes, the 
victor retains it only for a year, and returns it with 
a meùal appended, and engraved with a motto, 
device, or name. The affairs of the Guard are 
managed by a preses, six councillors, a secretary, 
and treasurer. The rules say "That all persons 
possessed of Scottish domicile or of landed estate 
in Scotland, or younger sons, though not domiciled 
in Scotland, of a Scottish landed proprietor qualified 
to act as a commissioner of supplYI are eligible for 
admission to the royal company." 
After the battle of Culloden and the decay of 
J acobitism, the vigour of the Archer Guard declined, 
till some new life was infused into its ranks by 
William St. Clair of Roslin, and then it was that 
the present Archers' Hall, near Hope Park End, 
was built. There an acre of ground was feued 
from the city, at a feu of L,12 yearly, with double 
that sum every twenty-fifth year, and the founda- 
tion stone was laid by Mr. St. Clair on August 
the 15th, 1776. 
The dining-hall measures 40 feet by 24, and is 
18 feet in height. There are two other rooms 
about 18 feet square, with other apartments, 
kitchen, &c. 11}(
 last most important appearances 
of the Royal Archers have been on the occasion of 
George IV.'s visit in 182 2-when they wore the old 
tartan costume, which was afterwards replaced by 
tunics of Lincoln green,-on the visit of Queen 
Victoria, and the first great volunteer review in the 
Royal Park. 
An old gable-ended house, the windows of which 
looked westward along the vista of the Meadows, 
and their predecessor, the Burgh Loch, was tra- 
ditionally said to have been inhabited by George 
Hcriot, but was removed in 1843, when the Messrs. 
Nelson built there an establishment, which, fOI 
printing, publishing, and bookbinding together, 
was the most extensive in Scotland. His initials, 
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G. H., cut in wood, remained in several parts of the 
house. TIle Rev. Dr. Steven, governor of the 
hospital, presented a coloured drdwing of the house 
to the Messrs, Nelson, as "the country residence 
of the founder of the hospital." It perished in the 
fire of 1878, but another is preserved. 
The house was also, about 1800, th
 abode of an 
aged lady, well known to those of Jacobite pro- 
clivities in Edinburgh, 1\Irs, Hannah Robertson, an 
alleged grand-daughter of Charles II" and whose 
sister was ancestress of the Mercers of Gorthy. 
She died in 1808. 
The well-known firm of the Messrs. Nelson and 
Sons was originally established by the late Mr. 
Thomas Nelson, whose first business premises were 
in a small corner shop at the head of the \\. est Bow, 
only lately removed, where he published cheap 
editions of the" Scots 'Yorthies," Baxter's" Saints' 
Rest," and similar works; but it \\as not until 
his sons entered the business that the work of the 
firm was placed upon a wider basis. 
1\Ir. Nelson was born at a village called Throsk , 
near Stirling, in 1780, 'Yhen twenty years of age 
he went to London, and after experiencing his own 
share of difficulties, familiar to young men in 
pushing their way in the world, he at last entered 
the service of a publishing house in Paternoster 
Row. This determined the course of his career. 
One of his early associates in London was the late 
Mr. Kelly, publis:ler, afterwards raised to the Lord 
:\1ayor's chair, 1\Ir. Nelson had begun by this time 
to show that love for the standard works of the old 
theological school which characterised him in after 
life, He remained for some years in London, and 
then came to Edinburgh, where he soon signalized 
himself as a publisher. 
Cheap issues are a commOn feature of the 
publishing trade of the country now, but it was 
otherwise in the beginning of the century, and he 
was among the first to introduce the new order of 
things by the publication of works like those of 


Paley, Leighton, Romaine, N ewton, and man}' 
others. 
For several years in the latter part of his life 
he was more or less of an invalid. He died, at the 
age of eighty, on the 23rd of March, 1861. He 
lies buried in Edinburgh in the Grange cemetery, 
next to the grave of Hugh Miller. 
The 
Iessrs. Nelsons' range of offices at Hope 
Park were on a scale surpassing any similar place 
of b:tsiness in Edinburgh, as it consisted of three 
conjoined blocks of neat and plain design, forming 
as many sides of a square, In the main build- 
ing were three floors, and machinery was used 
wherever it was available, and by means of that 
and an admirably organised system of the division 
of labour, the amount of literary work turneà out 
was enormous. The process of stereotyping, which 
was invented by Mr. William Ged, a goldsmith in 
Edinburgh, and has been brought to the highest 
perfection in the place of its birth, was here greatly 
in practice. By 1870 the Messrs. Nelson employed 
fully 600 work people, the half of whom were young 
women, and on their own premises they manufac- 
tured all the inks used in printing, and the var- 
nishes for bookbinding, 
The whole of their extensive premises were de, 
stroyed by a calamitous fire, after which the Messrs. 
Nelson erected new offices and workshops upon 
several acres of land, known as Parkside, with a 
fine frontage to the old Dalkeith Road, south of 
"The Castle of Clouts," and near what was called 
of old the Gibbet Toll. 
Erected by the Messrs. Nelson in 1881, two 
handsome pillars, surmounted respectively by 
the Unicorn and Lion, now ornament the en- 
trance to the Melville Drive at the east end of the 
Meadows. These pillars stand near the site of 
their former premises, and were erected' as a gift to 
the city, in commemoration of the kindness and 
sympathy shown to :::lem by the magistrates at the 
time of the great fire. 


CHAPTER XLII. 
LAURISTON. 


The New Univer;ity Building_The E.timates and Accommodation-George Watson's Hospital-Founded-Opened and Sold-The New Roya: 
Infirmary-Its Capabilities for Accommodation-Simpson lIIemorial Hospital-Sick Children's Hospital-JIIerchant Maiden Hospi
- 
'Vatson"s Schools-Lauric;ton United Presb}terian Church-St. Catharine's Convent. 


IN the district of Lauriston we find quite a cluster 
of charitable institutions; but before treating of the 
more ancient one-Heriot's Hospital-we shall 


describe those edifices which lie between the street 
and the nOI them walk of the Meadows. 
In the city map of 1787, after Watson's Hospital, 
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the most prominent edifice to the westward, and erect thereon in immediate VICinity of the new 
nearly opposite the head of Lady Lawson's Wynd infirmary, a vast edifice, with complete class-rooms, 
and the present cattle market, is Lauriston House, theatres, and museums, with all the latest scien- 
a large mansion, with a lodge and circular carriage tific improvements, for the medical f.'lculty of the 
approach. Here, at Lauriston, in 1763, died Sir metropolitan university; to re-organise the existing 
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THOMAS XELSON. (From a Sketch inþossessiotl of/he Fm>l;ly.) 



ohn Rutherford, baronet of that ilk, and the whole J class-rooms of the latter, and to improve them in 


space between that house and Leven Lodge was 
covered by open fields and gardens, till after the 
beginning of the present century. 
Owing to the increasing necessity for the further 
accommod,nion at the old college, the Edinburgh 
University Buildings scheme was developed to 
purchase the sites of Park Place and Teviot 
Row, at the cost of about .i'33,000, and to' 


direct adaptation to the wants of the several pro. 
fessors of arts, law, and theology; to provide in- 
creased and more convenient accommodation for 
the University Library; and to erect a University 
Hall for the conferring of degrees, the holding 
of examinations, and for all public academical 
ceremonials. 
Trustees for this purpose were appointed, among 
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whom were the Duke of Buccleuch, the Earl of by extensive ranges of apartments for the accom- 
Stair, and Sir William Stirling-Maxwell, of Pollock modation of chemistry, materia medica, and 
and Keir, with an acting committee, at the head medical jurisprudence. The north front faces 
of whom were the Lord Provost, the Principal, Sir Teviot Row, and in it is the chief entrance to the 
Alexander Grant, Bart., and Professor Sir Robert quadrangle by a massi\o"e gateway, which forms one 
Christison, Bart., D.C.L. of the leading architectural features of the design, 
The project was started in 18 74, and commenced When the building devoted to educational purposes 
fairly in 18 7 8 . The architect was Mr. R. Rowand shall have been completed, there will only remain 
Anderson, and the cost of the whole, when to be built the great college hall and campanile, 
finished, was estimated at about .:6'25 0 ,000. which are to complete the east face of the design, 
The first portion erected was the southern block, Including the grant of .:6'80,000 obtained from 
comprising the departments of anatomy, surgery, Government, the whole amount at the disposal of 
practice of physic, physiology, pathology, mid- the building committee is about .:6'180,000. 
wifery, and a portion of the chemistry. The front- For the erection of the hall and tower a furthe! 
age to the Meadow Walk presents a bold and sum of about .:6'50,000 or .:6'60,000 is supposed to 
semicircular bay, occupied by the pathology be necessary. 
and midwifery department. An agreeable variety, The new Royal Infirmary, on the western side of 
but general harmony of style, characterises the the Meadow Walk, occupies the grounds of George 
buildings as a whole, and this arose from the Watson's Hospital, and is en grafted on that edifice. 
architect adhering strictly to sound principle, in The latter was built in what was then a spacious 
studying first his interior accommodation, and field, lying southward of the city wall. The founder, 
then allowing it to express itself in the external who was born in 1650, the year of Cromwell's in- 
elevations. vasion, was descended from a family which for 
The square block at the southern end of the some generations had been merchants in Edinburgh j 
Meadow Walk, near the entrance to George Square, but, by the death of his father, John \\'atson, 
is chiefly for the department of physiology j whilst and the second marriage of his mother, George 
the south front is to a large extent occupied by and his brother were left to the care of destiny. 
anatomy, A paternal aunt, Elizabeth Watson, or Davidson, 
The hall for the study of practical anatomy is however, provided for their maintenance and edu- 
lighted by windows in the roof and an inner court cation; but George being her favourite, she bound 
facing to the north, a southern light being deemed him as an apprentice to a merchant in the city, 
unnecessary or undesirable. The blank wall thus and after visiting Holland to improve his knowledge 
left on the south forms an effective foil to the of business, she gave him a small sum wherewith 
pillared windows of the physiology class-room, at to start on his own account. He returned to 
one end, and to some suitable openings, similarly Scotland, in the year 1676, when he entered the 
treated, which serve to light hat and coat rooms , service of Sir James Dick, knight, and merchant of 
&c., at the other. Edinburgh, as his clerk or book-keeper, who some 
In the eastern frontage to Park Place, where the time after allowed him to transact, in a mercaotiJe 
departments of anatomy, physic, and surgery, are way, certain affairs in the course of exchange be- 
placed, a prominent feature in the design is tween Edinburgh and London on his own behalf. 
produced by the exigencies of internal accom- In 1695 he became accountant to the Bank of 
modation. As it was deemed unnecessary in Scotland, and died in April, 1723, and by his will 
the central part of the edifice to carry the ground- bequeathed.:6' 12,000 to endow a hospital for the 
floor so far forward as the one immediately above, maintenance and instruction of the male children 
the projecting portion of the latter is supported by and grandchildren of decayed merchants in Edin- 
massive stone trusses, or brackets, which produce a burgh j and by the statutes of trustees, a preference 
series of deep shadows with a bold and picturesque was given to the sons and grandsons of members of 
effect. The inner court is separated from the I the Edinburgh Merchant Company. The money 
chief quadrangle of the building by a noble left by the prudent management of the governors 
hall upwards of 100 feet long, for the accommo- I was impr:>ved to about .:6'20,000 sterling befort. 
dation of the University anatomical museum. It they began the erection of the hospital in 173 8 , 
has two tiers of galleries, and is approached by in a fidd of seven acres belonging to Heriot's 
a handsome vestibule with roof groined in stone, I Trust. 
and supported by pillars of red sandstone. The George Watson, in gratitude for the benefits con- 
qmdrangle is closed in to the we<;t. north, and east, ferred upon him in his friendless boyhood by his 
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aunt Elizabeth, ordered that on application for pitalled to a discussion on the wiser policy of re- 
taking children into his hospital, those of the name building the whole infirmary, coupled with a pro- 
of Davidson should have a preference, as well as posal, which was first suggested in the columns of 
those of Watson, In June, 1741, twelve boys were the Seo/slIlall, that a site should be found for it, not 
admitted into it; in three years the number near the South Bridge, but in the open neighbour- 
amounted to thirty; and in 1779 that number was hood of the Meadows. The Governors of Watson's 
doubled. Hospital, acting as we have stated, readily parted 
Watson's 1\Ierchant Academy, as it was named "ith the property there, and plans for the building 
in 1870, underwent a great change in that year. were prepared by the late David Bryce, R.S.A., 
The governors of the four hospitals connected with and to his nephew and partner, Mr. John Bryce, 
the l\Ierchant Company, taking advantage of the was entrusted the superintendence of their comple- 
Endowed Institutions (Scotland) Act, applied for tion. 
and obtained provisional orders empowering them In carrying out his plans Mr. Bryce was guided 
to convert the foundation into day-schools, and by the reS'llts of medical experience on what is 
it was opened as one. The edifice was sold to known now as the cottage or pavilion system, by 
the Corporation of the Royal Infirmary, and the which a certain amount of isolation is procured, and 
building formerly occupied as the Merchant Maiden air is freely circulated among the various blocks or 
Hospital was acquired for, and is now being used portions of the whole edifice. " When it is men- 
as, George Watson's College School for boys. tioned that of an area of eleven and a half acres- 
The building was long conspicuous from several the original purchase of Watson's ground having 
points by its small spire, surmounted by a ship, the been supplemented by the acquisition of Wharton 
emblem of commerce. Here, then, we now find Place-only three and a half are actually occupied 
the new Royal Infirmary, one of the most extensive with stone and lime, and that well distributed in 
edifices in the city, which was formally opened on long narrow ranges over the general surface, it will 
Wednesday, the 29th of October, 1879, the founda- I be understood that this important ad\-antage has 
tion stone having been laid in October, 1870, by I been fully turned to account. While the primary 
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales. purpose of the institution has been steadily kept in 
The situation of the infirmary is alike excellent view, due regard has been ha
 to its future useful- 
and desirable, from its vicinity to the open pas- ness as a means of medical and surgical education." 
ture of the l\Ieadows and Links, the free breezes I Most picturesque is this now grand and striking 
from the hills, and to the new seat of university edifice from every point of view, by the great num- 
medical teaching. The additions and improve- I ber and wonderful repetition of its circular towers, 
ments at the old Royal Infirmary, and the con- I modelled after those of the Palaces of Falkland and 
version of the old High School into a Surgical Holyrood, while the style of the whole is the old 
Hospital, were still found unfitted for the increasing I Scottish baronial of the days of James V., the most 
wants of the Corporation as the city grew in extent characteristic details and features of which are 
and population, as the demands of medical science completely reproduced in the main frontage, which 
increased, and the conditions of hospital manage- faces the north, or street of Lauriston. 
ment became more amplified and exacting; and the The façade here presents a central elevation 100 
necessity for some reform in the old edifi/ e in Infir- feet in length, three storeys in height, with a sunk 
mary Street led to the proposal of the managers for basement. A prominent feature here is a tower, 
rebuilding the entire :!\Iedical House. When those buttressed at its angles, and corbelled from the 
contributors met to whom this bold scheme was sub- general line of the block, having its base opened by 
mitted , complaints were urged as to the wants of I the main entrance, with a window on either side to 
the Surgical Hospital, and it was also referred to light the hall. 
the committee appointed to consider the whole I The tower rises clear of the wall-head in a square 
question. form, with round corbelled Scottish turrets at the 
The subscription list eventually showed a total of corners, one of them containing a stair, and over all 
:L 75,000, and a proposed extension of the old there is an octagonal slated spire, terminating in a 
buildings, by the removal of certain houses at the vane, at the height of J 34 feet from the ground. 
South .Bridge, was abandoned, when a new impetus I O
 the east and \\-est rise stacks of ?rnament
l 
was glVen to the movement by the late Professor chimneys. The elevations on each side of thiS 
James Syme, who h
d won a high reputation as a I tower are uniform, with turrets at each comer, and 
lecturer and anatomist. three rows of windows, the upper gableted above 
His strictures on the state of the Surgical Hos- the line of the eaving-slates. 
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From each side of this central mass there are i It consists of four pavilions lying east and west, 
three floors of corridors, affording access to the parallel to each other, at distances of about 100 feet 
wards of the Surgical Hospital, and to the front apart, with their eight towers facing the i\leadows, 
view appear as so many ranges of triple-windows repeating the architectural features of the Lauriston 
sunnounted by a balustrade of stone. Each of these front at their northern ends, all connected by a 
passages is twelve feet wide , and run from end to corridor, the flat roof of which becomes available 
end of the buildings; and there branch out towards as an open gallery. 

uriston four blocks of wards, 128 feet long by 33 Each of all these separate blocks or pavilions, 
wide. Each comes to within some 35 feet of the besides their attics and basements, have three floors, 
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GEORGE WATSOJo/'s HOSPITAl.. 
(Redu<:ed FMsz;"ile 'If R. Scott', Engravin
 'If the Drall.;nc 6)' A"drrw Scott ,!Ias",,_ aged '3, þu61;,'"d ill , 81 9') 


pavement, presenting a front of eight Holyrood each of which constitutes a ward, or separate and 
towers, with four crowstepped gables between. The independent hospital, capable, if necessary, of com- 
masonry is hammer-dressed stone and dressed ashlar. plete isolation. The floors are connected by a 
On the south side of the main corridors are two spacious staircase, and each opens out from the 
blocks that project to the south, and between them wide corridor, at right angles to its upper end; and 
are two class-rooms, also entering from these cor- two hydraulic hoists run from the basement to the 
ridors, with a theatre for operations in rear of the top of the block -one for sending up meals from 
central block, while immediately to the south of all the general kitchen, and the other large enough to 

his are the old buildings of \\'atson's Hospital, re- hold a bed for the conveyance, up or down, of a 
modelled for administrative purposes. helpless patient. There are also shoots for soiled 
The Surgical Hospital fonns a pile of building I linen and sweepings and ashes. In short, every- 
with a frontage of 4 80 feet, combining a picturesque I thing is considered, and no comfort seems to have 
group of round towers, and corbelled tourelles, over been forgotten, even to a complete set of fire- 
all of which rises the lofty spire. extinguishing apparatus. 
The Medical Hospital occupies that portion of For the nurse in charge of each department 
the ground nearest to the northern walk of the there are comfortable apartments, one of which, by 
Meadows, and most simple are its arrangements. a glazed o!Jening, commands a view of the ward. 
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As a precaution against the germs of disease, the I 140 over the daily average of patients treated in 
walls are cemented and faced with parian, while the last year of the old infirmary. The amount of 
the floors are of well-varnished Baltic pine. Galton space provided for each patient varies from 2,35 0 
grates are extensively used, with a view of obtain- feet to 2,380, as compared to the 1,800 cubic feet 
ing the fullest benefit of all the files. allowed in St. Thomas's Hospital, London, and 
A well-lighted class-room enters from the south 1,226 cubic feet in Fort Warren, Massachusetts. 
side of a ground-floor corridor, where 300 students (Scotsman, 1879, &c.) 
may have the advantage of clinical demonstrations; The Infirmary was inspected by the Queen on 
while a similar room, with accommodation for 200, the occasion of her visit to Edinburgh in connec- 
holds a corresponding situation on the female side. tion with the Volunteer Review of I88r. 
A short passage from the entrance hall leads The Edinburgh Royal Maternity and Simpson 
southward to the great operating theatre, which is Memorial Hospital-so called as a tribute to the 
capable of holding about 500 students, and has re- noble name and memory of the late Sir James Y. 
tiring rooms in it, one specially for the admillistra- Simpson-was erected in 1878, for the accommo- 
tion of chloroform. A wing of Watson's Hospital has dation of this most important charity, at the corner 
been allocated as the nurses' kitchen and dining- of Lauriston Place and Lauriston Park. 
hall, the housekeeper's rooms, and those of the lady Meadow-side House, the hospital specially de- 
superintendent and her assistant. In the west wing voted to sick children I is in Lauriston Lane, and in 
are the dining-room, library, and private apartments the most sunny portion of the grounds. It is a 
of the resident medical staff. humane and useful charity; its directors chiefly 
In the north-west comer of the grounds, and consist of medical men , a matron, and a com- 
apart from the general edifice, is a group of build- mittee of ladies , with a complete medical staff of 
ings, with a frontage to Lauriston of r50 feet, resident, ordinary, and consulting physicians. 
which though detailed in a less florid style, yet har- Immediately adjoined to where this edifice 
monise with the general design. This is the stands, there was erected in 1816 the Merchant 
department for Pathology, the principal feature of Maiden's Hospital, the successor of that establish- 
which is an ample-sized theatre for lectures, seated ment which was endowed by Mrs. Mary Erskine, 
for 220 students, and having microscopic and incorporated by Act of Parliament in 1702, and 
chemistry rooms, &co, attached. Near it is the which we have described in a preceding chapter, 
mortuary, the walls of which are lined with white as being in the vicinity of Argyle Square. That 
glazed bricks. It is in direct communication with old building had long been found inadequate to its 
the Surgical and Medical Hospitals, from both of objects, and its vicinity having become crowded 
which the bodies of the dead can be conveyed with houses, the governors, zealous for the comfort 
thereto, unseen by the other patients, through an of the young ladies under their care, purchased 
unðerground passage. three acres to the west of Lauriston Lane, which 
To the washing-house, in another building, the I is a southem continuation of the ancient Vennel 
soiled linen is conveyed through a tunnel, and in a spot, which we are told, in 1816, "united all 
subjected to a washer worked by steam, a me- the advantages of retirement and pure air, without 
chanical wringer, and a drying chamber of hot air. an inconvenient distance from town." (Scots 
Beside it is the boiler. house, for working the heat- Mag., 1816). 
ing apparatus generally and the hydraulic 111a- Erected from designs by Mr. Bum , this edifice is 
chine!)" of the hoists, which latter is effected by a still a \-eryelegant one, 180 feet long by 60 deep, 
steam-engine of 32 horse-power. with a bow of 36 feet radius in its north front. Its 
A residence for the superintendent, commodious, style is purely Grecian. The central portico of four 
and harmonising with the general buildings, has fine Ionic columns faces the West Meadow, and is 
been erected near the Meadow Walk, in rear of the detailed from a small temple on the I1yssus, near 
Surgical Hospital. Athens, The wipdows on the lower storey are 
In regard to its capabilities for accommodation, we I double arched, and the superstructure has an aspect 
may state that of the eighteen wards in the surgical of strength and solidity. The fou<1dation-stone was 
departments there are fifteen which will accommo- I laid on the 2nd of August, I8.I
, in presence of the 
date sixteen patients, including private beds. In governors and the preses, Wilham Ramsay, a well 
the medical house are twelve wards, each capable known banker, and the total expense was about 
of receiving twe
ty-three patients. Induding the I L9,oOO, 
ophthalmic, accident, and D. T. wards, together On the principal floor, a" it was then laid out, \\3.S' 
\\'ith the reserved beds, there is a total of 600, or: an elegant chapel anù go\Oemors' room, 30 feet in 
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diameter and 22 feet high; one school-room, 52 allowed ;{7 for clothes; he may r
ceive for five 
feet long by 26 wide; and two others of 42 feet by years Llo annually; and on attaining the age of 
24; with, on the upper floors, the nursery, bed-rooms, twenty-five a further sum of Lso, to enable him 
music, store and governesses'rooms. The building to commence business in Edinburgh, 
was opened in 1819, and two years after contained The Chalmers Hospital, at the south side of the 
go girls, its annual revenue being then about west end of Lauriston Place, is a large edifice, in a 
L3,000 sterling, plain Italian style, and treats annually about 180 
In 187 I another hospital for the girls was erected in,door, and over 2,500 out-door patients. It wa
 
elsewhere, and the edifice described was appro- erected in 1861. George Chalmers, a plumbt'r 
priated for the use of George Watson's College in Edinburgh, who died on the loth of March, 
Schools, with an entrance from Archibald Place. 1836, bequeathed the greater part of his fortune , 
The design of these schools is to provide boys estimated at L30,000, for the erection and th
 
with a liberal education, qualifying them for com- endowment of this "Hospital for the Sick and 
mercial or profèssional life, and for the uuiver- Hurt." 
sities. Their course of study includes the classics, The management of the charity is in the hands 
English, French, and German, and all the other of the Dean and Faculty of Advocates, who, after 
usual branches of a most liberal education, together allowing the fund to accumulate for some years, in 
with chemistry, drill, gymnastics , and fencing. The conformity to the wiII of the founder, erected the 
number of foundationers has been reduced to 60, building, which was fully opened for patients in 
at least one fourth of whom are elected by competi- 1864; and adjoining it is the new thoroughfare 
tive examination from boys attending this and the called Chalmers Street. 
other schools of the Merchant Company, and boys The Lauriston Place United Presbyterian church , 
attending these schools have the following benefits, a large and handsome Gothic structure at the 
viz. I: A presentation toone of the foundations of comer of Portland Place, was built in 1859; and 
this, or Stewart's Hospital, tenable for six years; near it, in Lauriston Gardens, is the Catholic convent 
2. A bursary, on leaving the schools of L25 yearly of St. Catharine of Sienna-the same saint to 
for four years. whom the old convent at the Sciennes was de- 
The foundationers are boarded in a house be- voted-built in 1859, by the widow of Colonel 
longing to the governors, with the exception of Hutchison. It is in the regular collegiate style, 
those who are boarded with families in the city. and the body of the foundress is interred in the 
When admitted, they must be of the age of nine, grounds attached to it, where stands an ancient 
and not above fourteen years. On leaving each is I thorn-tree coeval with the original convent. 


CHAPTER XLIII. 


GEORGE HERIOT'S HOSPITAL AND THE GREY FRIARS CHURCH. 


Notice of George Heriot-Di.. Childless-Hi. Will-The Hospital founded-It. Progress-The Master Ma.ons-Opened-Number of Scholan 
-Dr. Balcanquall-Alteration.-The Edifice-The Architecture of it-Heriot'. Day and Infant School. in the City-Lunardi's Balloon 
Ascent-Roya: Edinburgh Volunteers-The Heriot Brewery-Old GreyfrÜui Church-The Covenant-The Cromwellianc;,-The Covenant- 
ing Pric;.oner.:ö- The 
Iartyr!;. Tomb-New Greyfriar
-Dr. Wallace-Dr. Robert"ion-Dr. Erskine-Old Tomb
 in the Church-Grant by 
Queen lIIary-\IIorton Interred-State of the Ground in I77cr-The Graves of Buchanan and others-Bon.. from St. Giles's Church. 


Ar.IONG the many noble charitable institutions of He is said to have been a branch of the Heriots 
which Edinburgh may justly feel proud one of the of Trabroun, in East Lothian, and was born at 
most conspicuous is Heriot's Hospital, on the Edinburgh in June, 1563, during the reign of 
north side of Lauriston-an institution which, in Mary, and in due time he was brought up to the 
object and munificence. is not unlike the famous profession of a goldsmith by his father, one of the 
Christ's Hospital in the English metropolis. craft, and a man of some consideration in the citYI 
Of the early history of George Heriot, who, as a for which he sat as Commissioner more than once 
jewel-ler and goldsmith was the favourite and in Parliament. A jeweller named George Heriot, 
humble friend of James VI. and who was immor- who was frequently employed by James V., as the 
ta!ise
, in one way by Scott in, the "Fortunes of I Treasury accounts show, was most likely the elder 
Nigel, but scanty records remam. I Heriot, to whose business he added that of .\ 
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banker. On the 28th of May, 1588, he was admit- thing for her to pledge the most precious of her 
ted a member of t1
e corp
ration of GOldsmitl,ls. . I jewels with Heriot, and James was often at his wits' 
The first matenal notice of Gearge Henot IS end to redeem the impledged articles, to enable the 
connected with his marriage, when his father fur- I queen to appear in public. 
nished him .with the means. of star.tin
 in business, I ' On the 4th of April, 160 [, Heriot was appointed 
by "ye settmg up of ane bmth to 111m. In all he Jeweller to the king, and it has been computed, 
re.ceived f
o
 his father, and ,the relati
ns. of his I 
ays Dr. Steven, that during the ten years which 
wlfe-Chnstlan, daughter of Simon MarJonbanks, Immediately preceded the accession of James to the 
burgess of Edinburgh-asum of about LZ[4 r [So 8d./ Crown of Great Britain, Heriot's bills for Queen 
sterling, and the buith we have noticed already Anne's jewels alone did not amount to less than 
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REDUCED FACSIMILE OF A VIEW OF HERIOT'S HOSPITAL BY GORDON OF ROTIIIEMAY. 


as being in the vicinity of St. Giles's church. There 
he acquired an extensive connection as a goldsmith 
and money-lender, and soon recommended 
himself to the notice of his sovereign, by whom 
he was constituted, as Birre! records, on the 17th 
of July, goldsmith to his consort the gay Queen 
Anne, which "was intimat at the crosse, be opin 
proclamatione and sound of trumpet; and ane Clic, 
the Frenchman, dischargit, quha was the Queen's 
Goldsmythe befor." 
Anne was extravagant, fond of jewellerr and 
splendour, thus never had tradesman a better cus- 
tomer. She loved ornaments for the decoration of 
her own person, and as presents to others, anrl when 
desirous of procuring money, it was no uncommon 


Lso,ooo sterling-an enormous sum for those 
days. 
Imitating the extrav:tgance of the Court, the- 
nobles vied with each ether in their adornment 
with precious jewels, many of which founrl their 
way back again to" Jingling Geordie;" and Anne's 
want of discretion and foresight is shown in one 
of her letters found by Dr. Steven, when .,he 
lacked money, on the occasion of having to pay 
a hurried "isit to her son the Duke of Rothesay 
and Crown Prince of Scotland, at Stirling;- 
"GEI)RDG TTERIOTT, I ernestlie dissyr youe pre
ent te 
<;end me twa hundrethe pundis vithe all expidition becaus'l 
man hest me aw:ty presentlie." "ANNA R." 
Whea Tames became king of England. H erio
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followed him to London, and transferred his double in the flower of her days, leaving Heriot once more 
business from his krame by S1. Giles's, to somewhere a childless widower. He felt her death keenly. 
in Comhill, opposite the Exchange, where his busi- and a scrap of paper has LJeen preserved, on ",hicn 
ness became so great that on one occasion, by he traced, two months after, the brief, but signifi 
roral proclamation, all the mayors of Engl.md, and cant sentence, ne\'er meant for the public-"" Sh, 
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GFORGR HERIOt. (From thl Porlr"it by SCOt4K"/') 


jm;tices of the peace, were required to assist him in 
procuring workmen at the current rate of wages, 
Here, amid his prosperity, his wife died, without 
chihlren, 
Five years afterwards he married Alison, one of 
the nineteen children of James Primrose. who for 
íc
ty years was clerk to the Privy Council, and 
.mccstor of the Earls of Rosebery; but Alison. 
who brought him a rlowry of LU3. died soon af
er 


rml11(!t hc too 11Widl h mcn/ed. who mId no' hl' /0(; 
mulch /mwl." Her death occurred on the 1 6tl> 
April. 1612. 
He now devoted himself entirely to the prose- 
cution of his greatly extended business, and in de- 
\'ising plans for the investment of his property at hi
 
ùecease ; and having no relations for whom he felt 
any regard, sa\'e two natural daughters, and friends 
to whom he left lC,I!acies, his minrl became filled 



3 66 


OLD AN D NEW EDINBURGH. 


[Heñot's Hospita}, 


with the idea of founding an institution in his na- 
tive city, somewhat like Christ's Hospital, and in 
the arrangements for this he was assisted by his 
cousin Adam Lautie, a notary in Edinburgh. Hav- 
ing thus set his house in order, he died peacefully 
in London on the 12th of February, 1624, a year 
before his royal master James VI., and was buried 
at St. Martins,in-the-Fields. 
The whole of his large property, the legacies 
excepted, was by him bequeathed to the civic 
authorities and clergy of Edinburgh, for the erec- 
tion and maintenance of a hospital "for the edu- 
cation, nursing, and upbringing of youth, being 
puir orphans and fatherless children of decayet bur- 
gesses and freemen of the said burgh, destitute, and 
left without means." 
Of what wealth Heriot died possessed is un- 
certain, says Arnot; but probably it was not under 
/;50,000. The town council and clergy employed 
Sir John Hay of Barns, afterwards Lord Clerk 
Register, to settle accounts with Heriot's English 
debtors. Among these we find the famous Robin 
Carr, Earl of Somerset, the dispute being about a 
jewelled sword, valued at between /;400 and /;500 
by the Earl, but at /;890 by the executors. 
Heriot had furnished jewels to Charles 1. when 
the latter went to Spain in 1623, and when he as- 
cended the throne, his debt for these, due to Heriot, 
was paid to the trustees in part of the purchase- 
money of the Barony of Broughton, the crown 
lands in the vicinity of the city. 
The account settled between Sir John Hay and 
the Governors of the Hospital, 12th of May, 1647, 
and afterwards approved by a decree of the Court 
of Session, after deducting legacies, bad debts, and 
compositions for debts resting by the Crown, 
amounted to /;23,625 10S. 3!d. sterling (Arnot), 
and on the 1st July, 1628, the governors began to 
rear the magnificent hospital on the then open 
ridge of the High Riggs; but the progress of the 
work was interrupted by the troubles of subsequent 
}'ears, 
Who designed Heriot's Hospital has been more 
than once a vexed question, and though the edifice 
is of a date so recent, this is one of the manyarchitec- 
tural mysteries of Europe. Among other fallacies, a 
popular one is that the architect was Inigo Jones, 
but for this assertion there is not the faintest 
shadow of proof, as his name does not appear in any 
single document or record connected with Heriot's 
Hospital, though the names of several "Master 
Masons," are commemorated in connection with 
the progress of the work, and the house cor.tains a 
portrait of William Aytoun, master mason, engraved 
in Constable's memoir of Heriot, published in 1822, 


a cadet of the house of Inchdairnie in Fife- 
shire. 
When the edifice was first founded the master of 
works was William Wallace, who had under him 
an overseer or foreman named Andrew Donaldson, 
who, says Billings, seems to have been in reality 
the master mason, while William Wallace was the 
architect. 
On his death the Governors recorded their higl 
sense of" his extraordinay panes and grait cair ht 
had in that wark baith by his advyce, and in the 
building of the same." The contract made in the 
year 1632, with William Aytoun, his successor, has 
been preserved; and it appears to be just the sort 
of agreement that would be made with an architect 
in the present day, whose duty it was to follow 
up, wholly or in part, the plans of his predecessar. 
Thus, Aytoun became bound" to devyse, plott, and 
sett down what he sall think meittest for the de- 
connent of the said wark and pattern thereof 
alreddie begun, when any defect is found; and 
to make with his awin handis the haill mowlds, 
alsweil of tymber , as of stane, belanging generally 
to the said wark, and generally the said William 
Aytoun binds and obliges him to do all and quhat, 
sumevir umquihle William Wallace, last Maister 
Maissone at the said wark, aither did or intended 
to be done at the same." 
The arrangements for the erection of the building 
were originally conducted by a Dr. BakanquaIl, a 
native of the city, one of the executors under 
Heriot's last will, and who drew up the statutes. 
He had been a chaplain to James VI., and Master 
of the Savoy in the Strand. The edifice progressed 
till 1639, when there was a stoppage from want of 
funds; the tenants of the lands in which the pro- 
perty of the institution was vested being unable to 
pay their rents amid the tumult of the civil war. In 
the records, however, of the payments made about 
this period, we find the following extraordinary 
items :- 


31st Maren.-To ye 6wemen yt drew ye cairt xxviijs, 
For 6 shakellis to ye wemeinis hands , 
Yo it ye chainyeis to zame vii lib. ijs. 
Mair for 14 lokis for yair waists 
ond yair hand is iiij lib. iiijs. 
For ane qwhip for ye gentlwemen 
in ye cairt xijs. 


'Vhat species of "gentlwemen" they were who 
were thus shackled, chained, whipped, and harnessed 
to a cart, it is difficult to conceive. 
In 1642 the work was recommenced in March, 
and there is an instruction that the two front 
towers be plat-fonned, "with ane bartisane about 
ilk ane of them." And in July, 1649, "George 
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'Vauchop Thesaller," is ordained" to take down are preserved in Hale'
 "Golden Remains." It 
the stonewark of the south-west tower, and to make was after he had been successively Dean of 
(it) the same as the north-west and north-east Rochester and of Durham that he was one of 
towers ar, and this to be done with all diligence." Heriot's three trustees. In 1638 he accompanied 
In Rothiemay's view of the Hospital, published the Marquis of Hamilton, Royal Commissioner, as 
in 1647, he shows it enclosed by the crenelated chaplain; and some doubts of his dealings on this 
ramparts of the city from the present tower in the and subsequent occasions rendered him obnoxious to 
Vennel, and including the other three on the west the Presbyterians of Scotland and the Puritans of 
and south. England; and in July, 1641, he and five others 
A high wall, with a handsome gateway, bounds having been denounced as incendiaries by the Scot- 
it above the Grassmarket, and on the west a long tish Parliament, after being persecuted, pillaged, and 
wall separates it from the Greyfriars churchyard, sequestrated by the Puritans, he shared the falling 
and the entire side of the present Forrest Road. fortunes of Charles 1. He was thrown into Chir\.. 
Gordon's view is still more remarkable for showing a Castle, Denbighshire, where he died on Christm .s. 
lofty spire above the doorway, and the two southern Day, 1645, just after the battle of N aseby, and a 
towers surnlOunted by cupolas, which they certainly splendid monument to his memory was subsequently 
had till about 1692. erected in the parish church of Chirk, by Sir Thomas- 
A somewhat similar view (which has been repro- Myddleton. 
duced here, if- on p. 368) will be found in Slezer's In the hospital records for r675 is the following, 
c. Theatrum Scotiæ," under the title of Boghen- under date May 3rd :-" There is a necessity that 
gieght. How this name (which is the name of one the steeple of the hospital be finished , and a top 
of the Duke of Gordon's seats) came to be applied put thereon. Ro. Miln, Master :Mason, to think on 
by the engraver to Heriot's Hospital is not known. a drawing thereof against the next council meeting. " 
The hospital was filled with the wounded of the But nothing appears to have been done by the 
English army, brought thither from the battle-field king's master mason, for on the roth July, Deacon 
of Dunbar by Cromwell. And it was used for sick Sandilands was ordered to put a roof and top on the 
and wounded soldiers by General Monk, tiU about said steeple in accordance with a design furnished 
r658, when the governors prevailed upon him to by Sir William Bruce, the architect of Holyrood 
æmove them, accommodation being provided for Palace. 
LÌ1em elsewhere. In 1680, about the time that the obnoxious test 
During this period the governors granted an was made the subject of so much mockery, 
annual pension of .1:55 to a near relation of Heriot, Fountainhall mentions that ., the children of 
but not until they had received two urgent notes Heriot's Hospitall, finding that the dog which 
from Cromwell. This pension was afterwards re- keiped the yards of that hospitall had a public 
signed. Many improvements and additions were charge and office, ordained him to take the 
est, 
made, and the total expenses amounted then to and offered him the paper; but he, loving a bone 
upwards of .1:30,000, when in 1659 it was opened rather than it, absolutely refused it. Then they 
for the reception of boys on the I rth April, when rubbed it over with butter (which they called an 
3 0 were admitted. In August they numbered forty. Explication of the Test in imitation of Argile), and 
In 1660 the number was 52; in 1693 it was he licked off the butter and did spit out the paper, 
130; and in r793 14 0 . for which they held a jurie on him, and in derision 
Fifteen years before the opening of the hospital, of the sentence against Argile, they found the dog 
the life of Dr. Walter Balcanquall, the trustee guilty of treason, and actually hanged him." 
whom Maitland curiously calls its architect, had In r692 the Council Records refer to the aboli- 
come to a grievous end. The son of the Rev, tion of the cupolas, the appearance of which in old 
Walter Balcanquall, a minister of Edinburgh for I views of the hospital ha\.e caused some discussion 
forty,three years, he had graduated at Oxford as among antiquaries. 
Bachelor of Divinity, and was admitted a Fellow "The council having visited the fabric of the 
on the 8th September, 1611; in 1618 he repre- hospital, and found that the south,east quarter 
sented-while royal chaplain-the Scottish Church thereof is not yet finished and completed, and that 
at the Synod of Dort, and his letters concerning the south-west quarter is finished and completed by 
that convocation, addressed to Sir Dudley Carleton, a pavilion turret of lead, and that the north-east 
-- I and north-west corners of the said fabric ar a 
: The 
ditor i
 indebted t,o Mr, D F. 
owe. M.A., H
u..-Governor covered with a l }avilion roof of lead. therefore. 
or Henot s Hospital, for as!'lUttance very II:mdIy rendered m Ihe m.tUer . .'. 
cr illustrations. : and for makmg the whole favnc of the saId 
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hospital regular and uniform, and for the more easy 
finishing and completing thereof, they give wJ.rrant 
and order , to the present treasurer, to finish and 
complete the south-west quarter of the said hospital 
with a platform roof, in the same way and manner 


-\--.-5 


:0, 
I',: 
,t., 
,', 



t. 
'\'
 
. 


., 
t 



 


nished by Inigo Jones; anù yet, as a whole, the 
building is remarkable for its bold beauty J.nd 
symmetry. 
The windows are two hundred in number, and 
richly ornamented \\ith curious devices; and not- 
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THE CHAPEl, HERIOT'S HOSPI rAL. (From all E 'gravlIIg þubls"',1 III 1827,) 


,1<; the north-ea
t and north-west IJuarters thereof are, withstanding tpat there J.re so many, no two 
re to 
,'overed ; and with all conveniency to take do\\n be found precisely similar. 
the pa\lhon turret in the north-west quarter, and The hospital is quadrangular, and measure- ex- 
to rebuild and cover the same with a platform roof, ternally I6z feet each way. and 94 each way in 
regularly \\ith the other three IJuarters of the the court, which is pa\ed; it has on the north 
tdIJlic." and east sides a piaua six feet and a half broad, 
I'roli" a
 this quotJ.tion may be, it seems, with Over the gatewa\', \\ hich is on the north <;Iùe. 
the other reference. to W J.llace, . \} tOlIl1. Donald- facing the G rassmarkct, is a tower projecting from 
son, and Brown, as ma.,tt:r ma<;ons anù architects, I the nl.lin line_ surmounted bv a small ùome and 
that any uniform dt:
ign coulù never ha\.: been fur- lantern, prO\-idcd \\ ith a clock, The cornf'r" of 
95 
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the four blocks at each angle of the quadrangle Heriot's foundation has continued to flourish 
are furnished with corbellt:d turrets, having cL1pola and enjoy a well-deserved fame. " With an 
roofs and vanes. Each of these is four storeys in annual revenue," says a writer in 1845, " of nearly 
height; the other parts are three. .-[ 15,000, it affords maintenance, clothing, and 
On the south, opposite the entrance, and facing eduC1.tion for, also pecuniary presents to, one hun- 
Lauriston, is the chapel, 61 feet by 22, neatly fitted dred and eighty boys, such being all that the house 
lip, and occasioning a projection, sumlounted by large as it is, is able conveniently to accommodate. 
a small spire, which balances the tower on the Instead of increasing the establishment in corres- 
north. For a long period it remained in a com- pondence with the extent of the funds, it was sug- 
paratively unfinished state, when it was fitted up in gested a few years ago, by Mr. Duncan MacLaren, 
what Dr, Steven calls a "flimsy species of Italian one of the governors , to devote an annual ov('rplus 
J.rchitecture," excepting the pulpit and end galleries, of about .-[3,000 to the erection and maintenance of 
which were a kind of Early English, but meagre in free schools throughout the city, for the education 
their details. But forty years ago or so, Mr. of poor children, those of poor burgesses being 
Gillespie Graham, the architect, suggested that the preferred, and this judicious proposal being forth- 
chapel should be entirely renovated in a style with adopted and sanctioned by an Act of Par- 
worthy of the building, and he offered to prepare liament (6 and 7 \Yilliam IV.), there have since 
the designs gratuitously. This generous offer was been erected, and are now (1845) in operation, five 
accepted, and it was fitted up in its present juvenile and two infant schools, giving an elemell- 
elegant style. It has a handsome pulpit, a richly tary education to 2,131 children." This number 
adorned ceiling, and many beautiful carvings of oak. has greatly increased since then. 
In an architectural point of view this famous The management of the hospital is vested in 
hospital is full of contradictions, but when viewed the Lord Provost, Bailies, and Council of the city, 
from distant points, its turrets, chimneys, and pinna- and the clergy of the Established Church, making 
cles stand up against the sky in luxuriant confu- in all fifty-four governors, with a House Governor, 
sion, yet with singular symmetry, though no two I Treasurer, Clerk, Superintendent of Property, Phy- 
portions are quite alike. A professional writer sician, Surgeon, Apothecary, Dentist, Accountant, 
says, " we know of no other instance in the works a matron, and a staff of masters. 
of a man of acknowledged talent, where the opera-I In 1880 the revenue of the hospital amounted 
tion of changing styles is so evident. In the chapell to .-[24,000. In it are maintained 180 boys, 
windows, though the outlines are fine Gothic, the of whom 60 are non-resident. The age of admis- 
mouldings are Roman. In the entrance archways, sion is between 7 and 10 years, though in excep- 
although the principal members are Roman, the tional cases, non-residents may be taken at 12. All 
pinnacles; trusses, and minute sculptures partake leave at 14, unless they pass as "hopeful scholars." 
<)f the Gothic." I They are taught English, French, Latin, Greek, and 
This building has another marked peculiarity, all the usual branches of a liberal education, with 
in the segment of an octagonal tower in front- music and drawing. 
that of the chapel-lighted through its whole ex- Those who manifest a desire to pursue the 
tremity by a succession of Gothic windows divided learned professions are sent to the adjacent Uni- 
by mullions alone, which produce a singularly rich versity, with an allowance for four sessions of .-[3 0 
and pleasing efièct. I per annum; and apprentices ma
 als
 recei\ e 
The hospital is surrounded by a stately and magni- bursary allowances to forward them in theu trades; 
ficent ball1straded terrace, from which noble flights while ten out-door bursaries, of L 20 each yearly, arc 
of at least twelve steps descend to the ground, likewise bestowed on deserving students at college. 
In the wall over the gateway is a statue of On leaving the hospital the "poore fatherless 
George Heriot, the founder, in the costume of the boyes, freemen's sonnes," as Heriot calls them in 
time of James VI. This, the boys on "Heriot's his will, are provided with clothes and suitable 
Day," the first 
londay of June. decorate with books; and such of them as become apprentices 
flowers, in honour of their benefactor, of whom for five years or upwards, receive .-[50 divided into 
several relics are preserved in the hospital, particu- equal annual payments during their term of service, 
larly his bellows and cup. There is also a portrait besides a gratuity of .-[5 at its end. Those who 
of him, said to be only the copy of an original. are apprenticed for a shorter term than five years 
It represents him in the prime of life, with a receive a correspondingly less allowJ.nce. 
calm, thoughtful, and penetrating countenance, and j One master is resident, as is the house governor, 
ahout the mouth an expression of latent humour. but all the rest are non-resident. 
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By the .Act of Parliament referred to, the gover-' Leith Fort, was discharged in Heriot's Green, to 
nors were empowered to erect from this surplus I announce that the process of filling the balloon had 
revenue their elementary schools within the city, begun, and by half-past two it was fully inflated. 
for educating, free of all expense: 1st, the children I Lunardi-attired, strange to say, in a scarlet uni- 
of all burgesses and freemen in poor circum- form faced with blue, sword, epaulettes, powdered 
stances; 2nd, the children of burgesses and free-I wig, and three-cocked hat-entered the cage, with a 
men who were unable to provide for their sup- Union Jack in his hand, and amid a roar of ac- 
port; 3rd, the children of poor citizens of Edin- clamation from the startled people, who were but 
burgh, resident within its boundaries, They were little useù to strange sights in that dull time, he 
also empowered by the same Act, .. to allow to any ascended at ten minutes to three P.M. 
boys, in the course of their education at such He passed over the lofty ridge of the old town, 
schools, being sons of burgesses and freemen, such at a vast height, waving his flag as the balloon 
uniform fixed sum of money, in lieu and place soared skyward. It took a north-easterly direction 
of maintenance, and such uniform fixed sum for fee near Inch Keith, and came down almost into the 
as apprentices after their education at the said Forth; but as he threw out the ballast, it rose 
schools i.; completed, as shall be determined," higher than ever. The wind bore him over North 
There are now sixteen of these free Heriot Berwick, and from there to Leven and Largo, after 
schools, in different quarters of Edinburgh, all more which a SS\\'. breeze brought him to where he 
-or less elegant and ornate in the details of their' descended, a mile east from Ceres in Fifeshire. 
architecture copied from the parent hospital. These I Whf're the balloon was at its greatest altitude 
schools are attended by upwards of 4,400 boys and -three miles-the barometer stood at eighteen 
girls, I inches five tenths, yet Lunardi experienced no diffi- 
There are also nine schools in various parts of culty in respiration. He passed through several 
the city, open for free instruction in reading, clouds of snow, which hid from him alike the sea 
writing, arithmetic, grammar, French, German, and and land. 
drawing, attended by about 1,400 young men and I Some reapers in a field near Ceres, when they 
women. heard the sound of Lunardi's trumpet, and saw his 
There are five infant schools maintained from balloon, the nature of which was utterly beyond 
the surplus funds of the same noble and generous I their comprehension, were filled with dreadful 
institution. "On the report of the Bursary Com, a!arm, believing that the end of all things was at 
mittee being given in," at the meeting of governors hand; and the Rev. Mr, Arnot, the minister of 
in November 1879," Bailie Tawse stated that they Ceres, who had been previously aware of Lunardi's 
had at present eighteen of their young men at ascent, required some persuasion to convince them 
.college. For the month ending 20th October last , that what they beheld was not supernatural. 
there were 4,907 pupils on the roll in George Heriot's A number of gentlemen who collected at Ceres, 
schools, and 1,075 in connection with the Hospital set the church bell ringing, and conveyed the bold 
,evening classes," aèronaut with all honour to the manse, where a 
In the old volunteering times, about the last crowd awaited him. His next ascent was from 
years of the eighteenth century and the first years Kelso. 
,of the present, the green before the hospital was On the 26th of September, 1794, there mustered 
the favourite place for the musters, parades, and on Heriot's Green, to receive their colours, the 
-other displays of the civic forces. Here their Royal Regiment of Edinburgh Volunteers, under 
-colours were presented, from here they were Lieutenant-Colonel Elder (the old provost) and 
trooped home to the Colonel's house, when Edin- Colonel William Maxwell, afterwards a general. 
burgh possessed, per cent. of the population, a The corps consisted of eight companies with thirty- 
much greater number of enrolled volunteers than two officers, fifteen of whom had belonged to the 
she has now, regular army; but all ranks were clothed alike. 
But other exhibitions took place in Heriot's the sergeants being indicated by their pikes and 
Bowling Green, such as when the famons aëronallt, I the officers hy their swords. The corps numbered 
Vincent Lunardi, made his ascent therefrom, on I about 785, all told, 
the 5th of October, J 785. On that occasion, we I Their uniform was a blue coat, lapelled with 
are told, abO\.e 80,000 spectators assembled, and black velvet, cut away from below the breast, wit
 
.all business in the city was suspended for the broad heavy square skirts, a row of buttons roUl d 
greatest portion of the day. At noon a flag was the cuff, gold epaulettes for all ranks, white cassi. 
hoisted on the castle, and a cannon, brought from mere vest and breeches, with white cotton stockings, 
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a round hat, with a cockade and black feather on' .-\ second regiment of .Edinburgh volunteers wa., 
the left side, buttons having on them the arms of formed in the same manner in 1797, when a land- 
the city and inscribed, EtlÙlbltrgh Vv!unl,ers (Scols ing of the French was expected in Ireland, and the 
.Jftlg., 1794, &c,), their oval belt plates also bearing first battalion volunteered to garrison the Castle, to 
the city arms, Two of the companies were grenadiers, permit the withdrawal of the regular troops. This 
and all men of unusual st.lture. They wore bearskin offer was renewed in 1801, when the Licutenani- 
cap!', with the grenade thereon, and on their skirts. Colonel, the Right Hon. Charles Hope, afterwards 
The belts, black at first, were afterwarùs painted Lord President, wrote thus to General Vyse, com, 
white: but, as the paint scaled off, plain buff was I manding the forces :_ 
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substituted, and the first showy uniform under- " In the event of an enemy appearing on our 
went changes. coast, we trust that you will be able to provide for 
The colours presented to them were very hand- the temporary safety of Eùinburgh Castle by means 
some; the King's bore a crown and the letters of its own invalids, and the recruits and convales- 
G,R. ; the regimental bore the arms of Edinburgh. cents of the numerous corps and detachments in 
The magistrates, the senators, Academicians and and about Edinburgh; and that, as we have more 
the whole Town Council, were on the ground in to lose than the hra\'e fellows of the other volunteer 
their robes of office. From the green the battalion I regiments who have extended their services, you 
marched by the bridges to Princes Street, where the: win allow us to be the. first to share the dange,r, 
colours were presented to them by Mrs, .Elder, as well as the glory, which we are confident 11IS 
after which they went to the house of the Lord I Majesty's troops will acquire under your command, 
Pro\'ost, Sir James Stirling, Bart., in Queen's Street, if opposed to an invading anny," 
The latter, in virtue of his office , was honorary But in the following year Heriot's Green saw 
colonel of the regiment; but all the other com- the last of these two regiments. 
missions were conferred by the king, on the recom-/ After eight years of military parade, and many 
mendatinn of the \'o)nnteers themseh'e!', a !'ham fight on Leith Links and at MussdLurgh 
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camp, the peace of 1802 came, and they closed 
their career of service on the 6th of May, Early on 
the forenoon of that day they mustered reluctantly 
on Heriot's Green, where they were formed in hollow 
square, and the Lieutenant,Colonel commanding 


where the colours were formally delivered over to 
the magistrates , who placed them in the Council 
Chamber, and the corps was dissolved. 
Wilen the alarm of invasion was again sounded, 
in 1803, in few places did the old Scottish spirit 
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read Lord Hobart's circular letter conveying the' blaze up more fiercely than in Edinburgh. A very 
thanks of the Crown and also of both Houses, short time saw Heriot's Green again bristling with 
He also rearl the resolution of the Town Council, arms, and upwards of -4,000 volunteers were en- 
conveying in the strongest terms the thanks of the rolled. On the 30th of September in that }'ear the 
community to all the volunteers of the city, and old colours were again unfurled by the Royal 
a very complimentary letter from Lieutenant-General Regiment of Edinburgh Volunteers, mustering 1,000 
Vyse. rank ann file, clad in scarlet faced with blue; and 
Column was then formen, and the volunteers in 1804, prior to the terrible al.lrm known as " the 
marched from the Grf'en to the Parliament Square, Lighting of the Beacons," there were in Edinburgh, 
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:md, forming a part of her volunteer forces, six I In Gordon's map of 1647, the old, or last, Grey- 
battalions of infantry, two of artillery, and a corps friars Church is shown with great distinctness, the 
.)f cavalry. I body of the edifice not as we see it now on the 
On the night of the False Alarm, on the evening south side, but with a square tower of four storeys 
')f the 31st January, 1804, Scotland was studded at its western end. The burying ground is of 
with beacons-something on the system ordered by its present form and extent, surrounded by pleasant 
the twelfth Parliament of James I!. By mistake, that rows of trees; and north-westward of the church is 
on Hume Castle was lighted; other beacons blazed I a species of large circular and ornamental garden 
up in all directions; the cry was everywhere that ' seat. 
Ihe French had lallded! All Scotland rushed to I Three gates are shown-one to the Candle- 
arms, and before dawn the volunteers were all on maker Row, where it still is; another on the south 
the march, pouring forward to their several ren- I to the large open field in the south-east angle of the 
dezvous; in some instances the Scottish Border 1 city wall; and a third-that at the foot of the Row, 
men rode fifty miles to be there, without drawing I lofty, arched, and ornate, with a flight of steps 
bridle, says Scott; and those of Liddesdale, fearing I ascending to it, precisely where, by the vast accumu- 
to be late at their post, seized every horse they lation of human clay, a flight of steps goes downward 
could find, for a forced march, and then turned I now. 
them loose to make their way home. Over one of these two last entrances, uut which 
'''hen, in 1806, new regulations were issued, he does not tell us, Monteith, writing in the year 
limiting the allowance to volunteers, the First 1704, says there used to be the following inscrip- 
Edinburgh Regiment remained unaffected by them. tion:- 
.. I wish to remind you," said the spirited Lieu- " Remember, man, as thou goes by: 
tenant-Colonel Hope, one day while on parade, As thou art now, so once was I. 
" h d ' d k ,As 1 am now, so shalt thou be ; 
t at we I not ta e up arms to please any ml- R be th t th t d ' ( .I ) " 
. . . emem f, man, a au mus Ie uee. 
mster, or set of mi11lsters, but to defend our native 
land from foreign and domestic enemies." The trees referred to were very probably relics 
In 1820, when disturbances occurred in the West of the days when the burial-place had been the 
Country, the volunteers garrisoned the Castle, and gardens of the Greyfriary in the Grassmarket, at 
offered, if necessary, to co-operate with the forces the foot of the slope, especially as two double rows 
in the field, and for that purpose remained a whole of them would seem distinctly to indicate that 
night under arms. Soon after the corps was dis- they had shaded walks which ran south and 
banded, without thanks or ceremony. north. 
Northward of the hospital, but entering from the Writing of the Greyfriary, Wilson says, we think 
Grassmarket, we find the Heriot brewery, which correctly :-" That a church would form a promin- 
we must mention before quitting this quarter, as ent feature of this royal foundation can hardly be 
being one of those establishments which have long doubted, and we are inclined to infer that the ex- 
been famous in Edinburgh, and have made the istence both of iI, and of a churchyard attached to 
ancient trade of a "brewster" one of the most it, long before Queen l\:lary's grant of the gardens 
important branches of its local manufacturing in- of the monastery for the latter purpose, is implied in 
dustry. such allusions as the following, in the 'Diurnal of 
The old Heriot brewery has been in operation Occurrents,' July 7th, 157 I. 'The haill merchandis, 
for considerably over one hundred years, and for craftismen, and personis renowned within Edin- 
upwards of forty has been worked by one firm, the burgh, made thair moustaris in the Grey Frear 
Messrs. J. Jeffrey and Co., whose establishment Kirk Yaird;' and again, when Birrel, in his diary, 
gives the visitor an adequate idea of the mode in April 26th, 1598, refers to the I work at the Grey- 
which a great business of that kind is conducted, friar Kirke,' although the date of the erection of 
though it is not laid out according to the more the more modern church is only 161 3." 
recent idea of brewing, the buildings and works I In further proof of this idea Scottish history tells 
having been added to and increased from time to I that when, in 1474, the prince royal of Scotland. 
time, like all institutions that have old and small I (afterwards James IV.) was betrothed, in the second 
beginnings; but notwithstanding all the numerous year of his age, to Cecilia of England, and when on 
mechanical appliances which exist in the different this basis a treaty of peace between the nations 
departments of the Heriot brewery, the manual was concluded, the ratification thereof, and the 
services of more than 250 men are required there betrothal, took place in the church of the Grey- 
daily. friars, at Edinburgh , when the Earl of Lindesay 
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and Lord Scrope represented their respective 
monarchs. 
The number of the inhabitants having greatly 
increased, and the churches of the city being in- 
sufficient for their accommodation, the magistrates, 
10 1612, says Arnot, ordered a new one to be 
built on the ground formerly belonging to the Grey- 
friars, and bestowed on them by Queen .Mary for 
a public cemetery; but he makes no mention of 
any preceding church, on which the present edifice 
might have been engrafted. 
The eastern entrance from the Candlemaker 
Row was formed at some time subsequent to the 
erection or opening of this church. 
On the 28th of February 1638, the National 
Covenant was first subscribed 
t the Greyfriar
 
Church, when the aggressive measures of Charles I. 
roused in arms the whole of Scotland, which then, 
happily for herself, was not, by the desertion of her 
no bles and the abolition of her officers of state, un- 
able to resist lawless encroachment; and her sons 
seemed to come forth as one man in defence of 
the Church, which had then no more vigorous up- 
holder than the future 
Iarquis of 
Iontrose, " In 
the old church of the Greyfriars," to quote his 
memoirs (London, 1858), "which stands upon an 
eminence south of the ancient capital, and within 
the wall of I 5 I 3, amid quaint and smoke-encrusted 
tombs, and many headstones sunk deep in the long, 
rank grass-where now the furious Covenanter, 
Henderson, and Rosehaugh, 'that persecutor of 
the saints of God,' as the Whigs named him, are 
lying side by side in peace among the dead of ages, 
the Coz'enanf, written on a sheet of parchment one 
ell square, and so named because it resembled 
those which God is said to have made with the 
children of Israel, was laid before the represen- 
tatives of the nation, and there it was signed by a 
mighty concourse, who, with uplifted hands, with 
weeping eyes, and drawn swords, animated by the 
same glorious enthusiasm which fired the crusaders 
at the voice of Peter the Hermit, vowed, with the 
assistance of the supreme God, to dedicate life and 
fortune to the cause of Scotland's Church and the 
maintenance of their solemn engagement, which 
professed the reformed faith and bitterly abjured 
the doctrines and dogmas of the Church of Rome 
-for with such they classed the canons and the 
liturgy of Laud" 
It was first subscribed by the congregation ofthe 
Greyfriars; but the first name really appended to it 
was that of the venerable and irreproachable Earl 
of Sutherland. Montrose and other peers followed 
his example, and it afterwards was sent round the 
churches of the city; thus it sp
dily b
me so 


crowded with names on bot'! sides, says Maitland, 
that not the smallest space was left for more. 
It appears that when there was so little room 
left to sign on, the subscriptions were shortened by 
inserting only the initials of the Covenanters' names, 
of which the margins and other parts were so full 
that it was a difficult task to number them. By a 
cursoryview Maitland estimated them at about 5,000. 
By order of the General Committee every fourth 
man in Scotland was numbered as a soldier. 
In 1650 the church was desecrated, and all its 
wood-work wasted and destroyed by the soldiers 
of Cromwell. Nine years afterwards, when Monk 
was in Edinburgh with his own regiment (now 
the Coldstream Guards) and Colonel Morgan's, 
on the 19th of October, he mustered them in the 
High Street, in all the bravery of their steeple- 
crowned hats, falling bands, calfskin boots, with 
matchlocks and bandoleers, some time prior to his 
march southward to achieve the Restoration. From 
that street he marched them (doubtless by the \Vest 
Bow) to the Greyfriars Church, where he told his 
officers that he "was resolved to make the military 
power subordinate to the civil, and that since they 
had protection and entertainment from the Parlia- 
ment, it was their duty to serve it and obey it 
against all opposition." The officers and soldiers 
unanimously declared that they would live and die 
with him. 
In the year 1679 the Greyfriars Church and its 
burying-ground witnessed a pitiful sight, when that 
city of the dead was crowded, almost to excess, b} 
those unhappy Covenanters whom the prisons could 
not contain, after the rising at Bothwell had been 
quenched in blood. These unhappy people had 
been collected, principally in the vicinity of Bath- 
gate, by the cavalry, then employed in " dragoon- 
ing," or riding down the country, and after being 
driven like herds of cattle, to the number of 1,200, 
tied two and two, to the capital, they were penned 
up in the Greyfriars Churchyard, among the graves 
and gloomy old tombs of all kinds, and there they 
were watched and guarded day and night, openly in 
sight of the citizens. 
Since Heselrig destroyed the Scottish prisoner,> 
after Dunbar (for which he was arraigned by the 
House of Commons) no such piteous sight had 
been witnessed on British ground. They were of 
both sexes and of all ages, and there they lay five 
long months, 1,200 souls, exposed to the sun by 
day and the dew by night-the rain, the wind, and 
the storm-with no other roof than the changin.
 
sky, and no other bed than the rank grass th3t 
grew in its hideous luxuriance from the graves be. 
neath them. All were brutally lrC3.téÙ J:.y tluir 
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;;uards, and a few, driven almost mad, achieved their I to administer to the w.mts of the prisoners there 
escape, but many died. All this, at the hands of their was one lady who was wont to come attended by 
own countrymen, these poor people had to endure- a young daughter possessed of considerable personal 
the stubborn Scottish pe3.sant, with his pride and attractions. Periodically thev came to the Iron gate 
rectitude of heart, his tender, it might be weak and with food and raiment, collected among the charit- 
ailing wife. with his infants and his aged parents, able, and between the young lady and one of the 
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ROYAL EDINIJURGH VOLU:oiTEER. (From a Print '!/ r/" P,riod) 


Some \\ho signed a bond never to take up arms younger capti\'es an attachment sprang up. 
azainst the GO\'ernment were released; others Doubtless she loved him for the dangers he had 
found rest amid the graves on which they lay; dared, and he loved her because she pitied them, 
the remainder, to the number of two hundred and I n happier days, long after, when their constancy 
fifty-seven, were sent to be sold as slaves in Bar- had been well tried by an exile which he suffered 
badoes, Jamaica, and Kew Jersey, but many were in the plantations, this pair were married and set- 
drowned at sea. tied in Edinburgh, where they had sons and daugh- 
" From the gloom of this sad story there is shed ters, A respectable elderly citizen," adds Cham- 
one ray ofromance," says Chambers, in his" Tradi- bers," tells me he is descended from them." 
lions." Among the sympathising people who dared I After the Duke of Albany and York came, as 
96 
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King's Commissioner, the se\'erity of these vile " unùer the great window, all of which W.IS ar.cord- 
persecutions was greatly lessened; but in the north- ingly done, and the edifice, since denominated the 
east corner of the burying-ground, the portion of it New Grey friars, was finished in IJ21, at the ex- 
long accorded as the place for the interment of I pense of J;'3,0-t5 sterling. 
criminals, stands that grim memorial of suffering, In this process the older church was shortened 
tears, and blood, known as the Martyrs'Monum
nt- by a partition wall being erected at the second 
a tall, pillared tablet, rising on a pedestal surmounted' pillar from the west, that both buildings should 
by an entablature and pediment, and bearing the I be of e.lual length. Many men of eminence 
following inscription :- have been incumbcnts here; among them, Robert 
Rollock, the first Principal of the "Cniversity of 
Edinburgh, and Principal Carstares, the friend of 
William of Orange. 
In 1733, Robert Wallace, D. D , author of "A 
Dissertation on the N umbers of Mankind," and 
many other works, anù one of the first projectors 
of the Scottish Ministers' Widows' Fund, was ap- 
pointed one of the ministers of the Greyfriars, in 
consequence of a sermon which he preached before 
the Synod of Moffat, the tenor of which so pleased 
Queen Caroline, when she read it, that she recom- 
mended him to the patronage of the Earl of I slay, 
then chief manager of Scottish affairs. 
In 1736, however, he forfeited the favour of 
Government by being one of the many clergymen 
who refused to read from the pulpit the act 
relative to the Porteous mob; but on the over- 
throw of Walpole's ministry, in 1742, he was 
entrusted with the conduct of ecclesiastical affairs, 
so far as related to crown presentations in Scotland 
-a delicate duty, in which he continued to give 
satisfaction to alL In 1744 Dr. Wallace was 
commissioned as one of the royal chaplains in 
Scotland I and in 17 S3 he published his" Disser- 
tation "-a work that is remarkable for the 
curious mass of statistical information it contains, 
and for its many ingenious speculations on the sub- 
ject of population, to one of which the peculiar 
theories of the Rev, Mr. 1\1althus owed their origin. 
Among many other philosophical puhlications, 
he brought forth" Various Prospects of Mankmd, 
Nature, and Providence," in 17úl, and died the 
year after, on the loth of July, leaving a son, who 
is not unknown in Scottish literature. 
But the most distingui'ihed of the incumbents 
was William Robertson, D.D., the eminent 
historian, who was appointed to the Greyfriars in 
1761, the same year in which, on the death of 
Principal Goldie, he was elected Principal of the 
University of Edinburgh, and whose father, the 
Rev. William Robertson (a cadet of the Struan 
family) was minister of the Old Greyfriars in 1733. 
Principal Robertson is so well known by the 
published memoirs of him, and by his many bril- 
liant literary works, that he requires little more 
than mention here, "Scott, who from youth to 


U Halt, passenger! take heed what you do see- 
This tomb doth show for what some m"l1 did die; 
Here lies interred the dust of those who stood 
'Gainst perjury, resistIng unto blood ; 
Adhering to the covenants and laws, 
Establishing the same; which was the cause 
Their lives were sacrificed unto the lust 
Of prelatists a'>jured; though hele their dust 
Lies mix't with murderers, and other crew, 
Whom justice jnstly did to death pursue. 
But. as for them no cause was to be fuund 
\\'orthy of death; but only they were found 
Constant anJ 
tedfast, zealous, witnessing 
For the prerugatives of Christ, their King; 
\\'hich truths were sealed by famous Guthrie's head, 
And all along to Mr, Renwick's blood. 
They did endure the wrath of enemies : 
Reproaches, torments, death, and injuries. 
But yet they're those who from 
uch troubles came, 
And now triumph in glOlY with the Lamb!" 


"From May 27, 1661, that the most noble 
:\Iarquis of Argyle was beheaded, to the 17th 
February, 1688, that Mr. James Renwick suffered, 
were one way or other murdered and destroyed for 
the same cause ahout eighteen thousand, of whom 
we.-e executed at Edinburgh about a hundred of 
noblemen, and gentlemen, ministers, and others- 
noble martyrs for Jesus Christ. The most of them 
lie here," 
According to the Edinbllrgh CClirant of 1728 
this tomb was repaired in that year, and there was 
added to it "a compartment, on which is cut a 
head and a hand on pikes, as emblems of their 
(the martyrs) sufferings, betwiJ\.t which is to be en- 
graved a motto alluding to both." 
The old church had been without a hell till 
1681, when the Town Council ordered one which 
had been formerly used in the Tron church to 
be hung in its steeple, or tower, at the west end. 
The latter was blown up on the 17th May, 17 18, 
by a quantity of gunpowder belonging to the city, 
which was deposited there and exploded hy acci- 
dent. 
As the expense of its repair was estimated at 
J;'600 sterling, the Town Council resolved to add 
instead, a new church at the west end of the old, 
and in the same plain, ungainly, and heavy style of 
architecture, with an octagonal porch projecting 
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manhood was a sitter in the Old Greyfriars, and his from all quarters for the first service, a mass of 
parents, Mr. and 
Irs. Scott," says an old tutor of blackened ruins. It has since been repaired at 
Sir Walter, writing to Lockhart," every Sabbath, considerable expense, adorned with several beau- 
when well and at home, attended with their fine liful memorial windows, the triplet one in the 
young family of children and their domestic ser- south aisle being to the Scottish historian, George 
vants-a sight so amicable and exemplary as Buchanan. 
often to e'-cite in my breast a glow of heart-felt Among the ancient tombs \\ithin the church 
satisfaction." were those of Sir William Oliphant, King's Advo- 
In" Guy Mannering," Scott introduces this old cate, who died in 1628; and of Sir Da\id F,llconer, 
church-now, \\Íth S1. Giles's, the most interesting of Newton, Lord President of the Court of Session, 
place of worship in the city-and its two most dis- who spent the last day of his life seated on the 
tinguished incumbents. When Colonel Mannering bench in court. 
came to Edinburgh (where, as we ha\'e already The antiquity of our Scottish churchyards, and the 
said, Romance and History march curiously side care taken of them, greatly impressed Dr. Southey 
by side) to consult Counsellor as being so singularly at variance 
Pleydell, on the Sunday morn- 
 
 with the absence of ceremony in 
ing after his arrival at the George i' '
, 
 _
 , '" 
 the funeral rites of the people. 
Inn, Bristo Port, the latter con- -4J '"\ " In Scotland," he ignorantly ob- 
ducts him" to the Greyfriars, to . 1 '\ serves," where the common rites 
hear our historian of Scotland, of sepulture are performed with 
ofthe Continent, and of America, less decency than in any othel 
preach." Christian country, the care with 
Scott next with an able hand which family burying-grounds in 
sketches one of the most dis- \ the remoter parts of the country 
tinguished clergymen of the .. 
 ,EJ;; are preserved may be referred 
tim" D'. John E"kin, (,on of .. ". .., .. 
 "' mn,h to =,ion,] feeling "' 
Erskine of Carnock, Professor' ' ' ... to hereditary pride." 
of Law in the University of '.
,. ,II In solemn, grand, and me- 
Edinburgh), who in Jul y 176,/ 
;\.: - j' lancholy interest no other burial- 
"/ 
became the colleague of Prin- ground, from its associations, 
cipal Robertson in the Old æ:::-- can equal that of the Greyfriars 
, THE REPE
TA
CE STOOL FRO'\I OLD 
Greyfnars. "His external ap- GREYFRIARS CHURCH. Churchyard; for crowded within 
pearance was not prepossessing. (.y""" in tlu Scottislt A.ntiquariaIJ A["m,,,..) its narrow limits lie the minglng 
-\. remarkably fair comple\.ion, ashes of so many of Scotland's 
strangely contrasted with a black wig, without a 1 greatest, grandest, and most renowned, who have 
grain of powder; a narrow chest and stooping lived during a period of three hunrlred years. 
posture; hands which, placed like props on each In the year 1562 the Town Council made an 
side of the pulpit, seemed necessary rather to sup- application to Queen Mary to grant them the site 
port the person than to assist the gesticulation of and yards of the Greyfriars Monastery, to form a 
the preacher; a gown (not even that of Geneva), a a new burial-place, as "being somewhat distant 
tumbled band, and a gesture which seemed scarcely from the town." Mary, in reply, granted their re- 
voluntary, were the first circumstances which struck quest at once, and appointed the Greyfriars yard, 
a stranger." or garden, to be devoted in future to the use speci- 
Dr, Erskine, previously minister of the New fied, and as St. Giles's Churchyard soon after began 
Greyfriars, was the author of voluminous theolo- to be abandoned, no doubt interments here would 
gical works, which are known, perhaps, in Scotland proceed rapidly; all the more so that the other 
only. After ministering at the Gre}friars for forty- burial-places of the city had become desecrated. 
five years, he died in January, 1803, and was buried "Before the Reformation," says \Yilson," there 
in the churchyard. were the Elackfriars Kirkyard, where the Surgical 
Principal Robertson pre-deceased him, He died Hospital or old High School now stands; the 
in June, 1793, in the seventy-first year of his age, Kirk-of-Field-now occupied by the college, 
and was interred in the same burying-ground. Trinity College, Holyrood Abbey, St. Roque's 
The Old Greyfriars was suddenly destroyed on and St. Leonard's Kirkyards. In all these places 
the morning of Sunrlay, 19th January, 1845, by a human bones are still found on digging to any 
fire, and presented to the startled people, assembling I depth." 
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During the great plague of 1568 a huge pit, I In this city of the dead have been interred so 
wherein to bury the victims, was ordered to be dug vast a number of men of eminence that the mere 
in the" Greyfriars Kir/qati-d," as Maitland records, enumeration of their names would make a volume, 
thus again indicating the existence of a church here and we can but select a few. Here lie thirty-seven 
long .mterior to the erection of the present one. chief magistrates of the city j twenty-three princi- 
Here, about eight in the evening of the ::md June, pals and professors of the university, many of them 
15 81 , was brought from the scaffold, whereon it had of more than European celebrity; thirty-three of 
bin for four hours, covered by an old clo.lk, the head- the most distinguished lawyers of their day-one 
Jess body of James Douglas, Earl of :\lorton, who a Vice Chancellor of England and :\laster of the 
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THE GREYFRIARS CHURCHES. 


had been Regent of Scotland I and was executed for Rolls, and another who was Accountant-General of 
the murder of King Henry. It was borne by the Court of Chancery; six Lords President of the 
common porters, and interred in the place there set Supreme Court of ScotIan:1 ; twenty-two senators 
apart for criminals, most probably where now the of the College of Justice, and a host of men di
tin- 
'hrtyrs' Monument stands. 
one of his friends guished for the splendour of their genius, piety, and 
dared follow it to the grave, or show their affection worth. 
or respect to the deceased Earl by any sign of Here too lie, in unrecorded thousands, citizens 
outward grier. of more humble position, dust piled over du
t, till 
I n 15 8 7 the king having ordered a general the soil of the burial-place is now high above the 
weapon-shawing, the Council, on the 15th July, 01'- level of the adjacent Candlemaker Row-the dust 
dained by proclamation a muster of the citizens in of those \\'ho li\'ed and breathed, and walked our 
the Greyfriars Kirkyanl, " boddin in feir of" eir, and streets in days gone by, when as yet Edinburgh was 
a.rrayet in their best armour, to witt, either pike I confined in the narrower limits of the Old Town. 
()r speer, and the armour effeirand thairto, or with "The graves are so crowded on each other," 
hakbuts and the armour effeirand thairto, and nocht says Arnot, \\Titing in 1779, " that the sextons fre- 
with halbarts or Jedburgh staffes." 'lllently cannot a\'oid in opening a ripe grave 
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IBS IN GREY FRIARS CHURCHYARD. 
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encroaching on one nut fit to be touched! The 
whole presents a scene equally nauseous and un- 
wholesome. How soon this spot will be so sur- 
charged with animal juices and oils, that, becoming 
one mass of corruption, its nOJ\.ious steams will 
burst forth with the prey of a pestilence, we shall 
not pretend to determine; but we will venture to 
say, the effects of this burying-ground would ere 
now have been severely felt, were it not that, besides 
the coldness of the climate, they have been checked 
hy the acidity of the coal smoke and the height of 
the winds, which in the neighbourhood of Edin- 
burgh blow \\ith extraordinary violence." 
Arnot wrote fully a hundred years ago, but since 
his time the interments in the Greyfriars went on 
till within a recent period, 
George Buchanan was buried here in 15 82 , 
under a through-stone, which gradually sank into 
the earth and disappeared. The site, distinctly 
known in 1701, is now barely remembered by tra- 
dition as being on the north slope of the church- 
yard; but a monument in the ground, to the great 
Latin scholar and Scottish historian, was erected 
by the late great bibliopole, Da
id Laing, so many 
years Librarian of the Signet Library, at his own 
expense. An essential feature in the memorial is a 
head of Buchanan in bronze, from the best likeness 
of him extant. The design was furnished by D. 
W. Stevenson, A.R.S.A. 
Taking some of the interments at random, here 
is the grave of George Heriot (father of the founder 
of the adjacent hospital), who died in 1610; of 
George Jameson, the Scottish V
mdyke, who died 
in 1644; and of Alexander Henderson, 1646, the 
great covenanting divine, and leading delegate from 
Scotland to the Westminster Assembly, and the 
principal author of the Assembly's Catechism. His 
ashes lie under a square pedestal tomb, erected 
by his nephew, and surmounted by a carved urn. 
There are long inscriptions on the four sides. 
John 
filne's tomb, 1667, Royal ::\faster Mason 
(by sixth descent), erected by his nephew, Robert 
:\Iilne, also Royal Master Mason, and builder of 
the modern portions of Holyrood House, records 
in rhyme how- 


"John :\rilne, who maketh the fourth John, 
And, by descent from father unto son, 
Sixth :\Iaster Mason to a royal race 
Of seven successive kings, sleeps in this place." 


It is a handsome tomb, with columns and a 
pediment, and immediately adjoins the eastern or 
Candlemaker Row entrance, in the formation of 
which some old mural tombs were removed; 
among them that of Alexander Millar, "'laster 


Tailor to James \'1., dated 1616-obiit PrÙlClþis et 
Ci'i'Ù/lIl luctl/ deCú1'<ltz/S, as it bore. 
A flat stone which, by 1816, was much sunk in 
the earth, dated 1613, covered the grave of Dr. 
John Nasmyth, of the family of Posso, surgeon of 
the king of France's troop of Scottish Guards, who 
died in London, but whose remains had been sent 
to the Greyfriars by order of James VI. 
Th tomb of Sir George Mackenzie of Rose- 
haugl-.-the celebrated la\\ yer, and founder of the 
Advocates' Library, and who, as a per:;ecutor, was so 
abhorred by the people that his spirit was supposed 
to haunt the place where he lies-is a handsome 
and ornate octagon temple, with eight pillars, a 
cornice, and a dome, on the southern side of the 
ground, and its traditional terrors we have already 
referred to. But other interments than his have 
taken place here. One notably in 1814, \\hen 
the widow of Lieutenant Roderick Mackenzie of 
Linessie was, at her own desire, laid there, "in 
the tomb of the celebrated Sir George Mackenzie, 
who \
as at the head of the Lochslin family, and 
to whom, by the mother's side, she was nearly 
related." ( Gm/le11latl' S 
1Iag" 1 8 14. ) 
Near it is the somewhat remarkable tomb of 
William Little, whilom Provost of Edinburgh in 
I 59 I. He was Laird of Over Liberton, and the 
tomb was erected by his great-grandchild in 1683. 
His kinsman, Clement Little, Ad
'ocate and Com- 
missary of Edinburgh, whose meagre library fonned 
the nucleus of that of the university, is also buried 
here. It is a mausoleum, composed of a recumbent 
female figure, with a pillar-supported canopy above 
her, on which stand four female figures at the 
several corners. The popular story is that the 
lady was poisoned by her four daughters, whose 
statues were placed over her in eternal remem- 
brance of their wickedness; but the effigies are in 
reality those of Justice, Charity, Faith, &c., favourite 
emblematical characters in that age when the 
monument was erected; and the object in placing 
them there was merely ornamental. 
Here are interred Archibald Pitcairn, the poet, 
1713, under a rectangular slab on four pillars, with 
an inscription by his friend Ruddiman, near tIle 
north entry of the ground; Colin MacLaurin, the 
mathematician, 1746; and William Ged, the in- 
ventor of stereotype printing, 
Here was worthy and gentle Allan Ramsay com- 
mitted to the grave in 1758, and the just and up- 
rirrht Lord President Duncan Forbes of Culloden, 
el
ven years before that time. Another famous Lord 
President, Robert Blair of A\'ontoun, was laid here- 
in 1811. 
Here, too, lie the two famous Monros, father and 
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son, buried respectively 1767 and 1817, Alexander Korthward of the two churches stands the tomb 
1\Ionro þrzinus, the great anatomist, and Ale}o"ander and grave of Duncan Ban .MacIntyre, commonly 
Monro seC1mdus, who in 1756 was admitted joint known in the Highlands as D.JTlllachan ball nan 
Professor of Anatomy anù Surgery with his distin- I Grall, who died in the ye.lr 1812, and who, though 
guished father. he fought at Falkirk, outlived all the bards and 
In the same ground, in 1799, were laid Professor I nearly all the warriors associated in the Highland 
Joseph Black, the great chemist; Dr. Hugh Bl.Ù. in' heart with the last chivahous struggle for the House 
1800: Henry:-'Iackenzie, " the Man of Feeling," in of Stuart. 
1831; Alexander Tytler, another distinguished A handsome monument marks the place where 
littérateur; John Kay, the caricaturist, in 1826; his ashes lie. Though little, J...nown in the Low- 
and Dr. McCrie, the well-known biographer of J olm I lands, Duncan is deemed one of the sweetest of 
Knox. the Gaelic poets, and was so humble in his wants 
The monument to Dr. Hugh Blair was erected that he had no higher ambition than to become a 
in 1817, and is placed on the south side of the soldier in the old City Guard. 
church, in the same compartment with that of Pro- The burial place of Sir Walter Scott's family lies 
fessor MacLaurin. Thus, one of the most eminent on the west side of the ground. "Our family," he 
philosophers and one of the most distinguished wrote," heretofore (Dec., 1819) buried clase by the 
preachers that Scotland has produced are com- entrance to Heriot's Hospital, on the southern or 
memorated side by side. left-hand side as you pass from the churchyard." 
On the eastern gable of the Old Greyfriars Here the father, Walter Scott, W.S" anù several of 
Church, a grim,' repdlent, and remarkable monu- his children who died in the old house in the Col- 
ment catches the eye. In the centre is sculptured lege Wynd, are interred. Mrs. Scott, her sisters, 
a skeleton, festooned around with surgical imple- and her brother, Dr. Rutherford, are interred in 
ments, but the inscription is nearly obliterated by the burial-ground attached to St. J olm's Church, at 
time and the fire of the church, yet it is always an the west end of Princes Street. Sir Walter pur- 
object of much curiosity. chased a piece of ground there, "moved by its 
It marks the grave of James Borthwick, whose extreme seclusion, privacy, and security; for," as 
portrait is the oldest now hanging in the Hall of he wrote to brother Thomas, who was paymaster 
the Royal College of Surgeons, the incorporation of the 70th Foot , conveying an account of their 
of which he entered in 1645; he was a cadet of mother's death, "when poor Jack (their brother) 
the House of Crookston, and nearly related to I was buried in the Greyfriars Churchyard, where my 
Lord Borthwick, who defended his castle of that I father and Anne (their sister) lie, I thought their 
name against Oliver Cromwell after the battle graves more encroached upon than I liked to 
of Dunbar. He acquired the estate of St0w, in witness." 
which he was succeeded by his son James, who 
 The Greyfriars Churchyard is, curiously enough, 
erected this hideously grotesque memorial to his: noted as being the scene of Scott's first love affair 
memory. with a handsome young woman. Lockhart tells us 
Another monument of a different kind, in the that their acquaintance began in that place of 
form of a brass plate inserted into a stone, on the dreary associations, "when the rain was beginning 
western waU of the church, bore some fine elegiac to fall one Sunday, as the congregation were dis- 
verses to the memory of Francisca, daughter of persing. Scott happened to offer his umbrella, and 
" Alexander Swinton, advocate; who died . , . .. the tender being accepted, so escorted her to her 
aged 7 years." residence, which proved to be at no great distanc
 
But these verses were quite obliterated by 1816. from his own. I have neither the power nor the 
They ran thus :_ wish," adds his biographer, "to give in detail the 
. sequel to this story. It is sufficient to say that 
.. The Sweetest children, like these transient flowers, after he had through several long years nourished 
Which please the fancy for a few short hours,- the dream of an ultimate union with this lady- 
Lovely at morning, see them burst in birth, Margaret, daughter of Sir J olm and Lady Jane 
At evening withered-scattered on the earth, Stewart Belshes of Invermay-his hopes terminated 
Their stay, their place, shall never more be known, 
in her being married to the late Sir William Forbes , 
Save traits engra\'en on tho
e heal ts alone 
That fostered these fr"il buds while here benealh j Bart., of Pitsligo." 
Yes , these shall triumph o'er the pov.ers of death, In December, 187Q, there were interred in the 
Shall spring eternal in the parent's mind Greyfriars Churchyard, under the direction of the 
Till hence transplanted to a realm refined." city authorities, the great quantity of human bones 
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which had been gatho;;red from under the floor of I caused the whole of these bones to De examined 
St. Giles's Church. The whole were contained in for this purpose prior to their removal to the Gre)- 
twenty large boxes, and amounted to several tons friars. fhis examination was most carefully carried 
in weight. Dr. William Chambers having been ex- out under the direction of Professors Madagan and 
ceeèingly anxious to discover, if possible, the Turner, of the Edinburgh University, but no trace 
mutilated remains of the Marquis of Montrose, of those lost and interesting remains could be dis- 
,Òich had been interred in St. Giles's in 1661, co\ered. 
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Cassell's School Board Arithm.etics. 
Cassell.s Modern School Copy Books. l:a Books. Each. 
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Cassell.s 11II Bene Sauvage.' Readers. An entirely Newr 

UI :t. FuLy lhu..tr..t
. Strung-Iy I nd in Cloth. From]d. to 
I 6<1_ ea 
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t. . I .....J l. / , <! _14 1 
 

 oil a
,II.J.a.lr II.) 
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Cassell.s St.andard DraWÏJ:l.g Copie.. 6 Books. Each. 
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Cobden Club Pamphlets. (l.utDn a
"lm2/'DJII.) 
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Notes and Inustrations of the E..ent1al. of House 
Sanit.a.tion. I., I \' r,1 J.. \' 1 .... J' M.D. D.P.H. 
The WI!d FJo'We..s Collect.,ng.Book. Tile Sketches and 
Dlfl prel I by F. L 1 Hll ,'2. F.L.S.. I S.A. . Co",,,kl
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Good Morning! Good Nï,ht! Morning and Evening Readmgs Lessons in Our Laws; or, Talks atBroadacre Farm.. 
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The Llo1land11a11' Legends. By Louis LloUa.ndUaff
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Chips by an Old Chum; or, Australia in the Fifties. Carpentry Workshop Practìce. Forty Lessons In. 
AQ Address in School Hygiene. H) CI<:nlcnt l'uJ... -'. l11.D. Engl.neerlDg WOrkshop Practice, Forty Lessons in. 
Bits and Bearing.Reins, and Horses and Ha.rness. Elementary Chemistry for Science Schools and 
l;} 1:_ I . l-k'nLr_ Classes. 
The Old Faary Tales. Wltla 11Iustratlons. (A/so at 18. 6<1.) Twilight of Life, The. Words of COUDsel and. Com. 
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Our Home Army. B)' H. O. Arnold.Forster. M.P. Higher Class Readers. Cassell.s. lUustrated. Cloth. Each. 
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 Folks. History of England. By lsa Cral,i.Kuu:a:. 
Syc1ne} IJUM"JII, M.I'. ....tp{'rcù\cr
. (AÚVlJld -lIIS.cd.) \\nh3JI .r.lt I. Cloth. 
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How to Select Spectacles. By Dr. C. Bell Taylur. I DraW'lng 
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.tchlng from Nature, The. By 
PraCtîcal Kennel GUid""". By Dr. Gordon Stables. , UL. r."to: II brll c. ( . _ .' d., . 
Cookery. Cassell.s ShIlling. NurSlne- for tbe Home and for the HosPItal, A 
Choice Dishes at Small Cost. By A. G. Payne. Handbook of. ll} c. J. \\, I (.41.50 I 'k _ 
Cre.uation an'1 Urn Burial. By W. RobinsolL Illu .te L 
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onies and India, Our. By Prof. Ransome, M.A. Oxon. 
Etiquette of Good Society. N
 Edlrton. Edited and Re. 
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Pbotography for Amateurs. By T. C. Hep,",orth. Illustrated. 
I_I U'" . 1'-. (d. I 
The .New IIIILITTLE FOLKS" Painting Book. Con. 
t 1111m b ), rly 
 Qutlmc- ..I..:u"tr.:lllunS SUlt..l It.. IUI" Colouring. 
CASSELL'S SUNSHINE SERIES. 
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d S. Ellis. 
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We6tern (.\1' L' and J.. l/l.)e t L.diJítmJ. - Midland. - Great I Rhoda.s Reward; or. .. If Pretty Fink's Purposc: or. 
Northern.-.Great Eal:!tern.-London and SontII Westem.- Wishes were Horses.'. The Little SU'eet Mer- 
London l BrIgllton and South Coast.-South Eastern. Fra.nk"s Life-Battle. or. The chants. 
RELIGIOUS. Three Frien
s. Tr " lXy , ' Ias or . , H " o T u h . O e . . . W .h h o o ul L d i u V,e t 
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 C RDS " Jack M&.r6ton s Anchor. II G 
H__RT HO . Hound In cloth. red edges. Eacb. FrItters;: or:' It"s a LonfLaue Throw Stones.-' 
My Comfort m Sorrow. By Hugh MacruiUan. D.D. I ti!at has no 
urn1ng.. The Two Hardcastle8. or. 
My Work for God. I My Hereafter. 

J
r Monks Motto; .pr. lOA FrJend In Need u a 
My Object in Life. My Walk wIth God Loo,k beforeyC?u Leap. Friend Indeed... 
My Aspirations. My Aids to the DIvme Life. Ursul
ø _Stumblmg Block;: TIm ThOmtion's Trial; or. 
My Emotional Life. My Sources of Strena-th. or. .rrlde comes before a & G ' A lit ll ters 
.. not Gold tblit 
My Body. My Father, Fall. 
My Growth in D,vine L
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y Bible, EIGHTEENPENNY STORY BOOKS. 
HELPS TO BELIEF. edited by the Rev. Canon Shore. M.A All Illustrated throqhout. and bound in cloth &i1t. 
Creation. Hy H'\rvey 
odViil\. D.D..1ate Lord Bishop of Carlisle. 
Pra..ver. Br. the Rev. Canon Shore, M.A... 
The Divimty of Our Lord. By the Lord Bishop of Derr)'. 
Miracles. By the Rev. Brownlow Maitland. M.A. 
The Atonement. By William Connor Ma)(ee. D.D..late Arch. 
Li..lu-'I) of Y ort. 
Shortened Church Services and H:vm.nB. 
M:v Last Will and Testament. By IhACINIHE LOYSON 
(.Père Hyac1ßthe). TI' ,1::.1 ed by FABIAN WARE. (.A/sD III clðth. 
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CASSELL'S "JAPANESE" LIBRARY. 
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CASSELL'S POCKET LIBRARY. Edited b7 M.. Pem- 
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O/l:er Vol1.mu i" ,rt!j)ÆratI.Ou. 
British Museum, The Bible Student In the. By the 
Kev. J. G. Kitchin. .M.A... New and RtvI .i u/l.on. 
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ID the Da:v. of KInK' Georae. By Col. Percy Groves. With 
Four Full-pd,:e I,;u,>tr.ltlolls. 
Schoolroom. and Home Theatrlcal._ By Arthur 'Vaugh. 
W,UI IlIustratioJis U) II. J. A. Mile Cloth. 
Gleanings from Patent LaW'S of all Countries, 
with Notes. By W. L'oyd Wise. ....R.G.S VoL I. 
John Drumm.ond Fraser. By Philalethu. A Story of Jesuit 
IntriJ...ue in the L"hurc.h of c.ugla.nd. Clua;þ Fdittolf. 
WOD. at the Last Hole. A Golfing Romance. By !tl. A. 
Stobut. IUu
trated. 


THE WORLD IN PICTURES. 
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All the RU6Øí88. Round Afrtca. 
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Peeps into China.. I The Land of the Pyramids. 


Wee WillIe WinkJ.e. 
Ups and Down. of a Don. 
.Key"s Lde. 
Three Wee Ulster Lysie.. 
Up the Laddcr. 
Faith.. Father. 
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Tom Morns's Error. 
Wortb More than Gold 
Jeff and Let[. [FIre. 
"l'hrou.eh Flood - ThroD&"h 


Girl with the Golden Locks 
The Chip Boy. and other 
Stone.. 
ROI!ies from Thorns. 
Raggleti. Ba.egles. and the 
Emperor. 
Stones of the Olden Time. 
DIck" Hero;: and other 
Stones. 
The Old Fairy Tales. With 
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THE LIBRARY OF WONDERS. 
IUustrated Gift Rooks for U(a:;,. Cr"wn Bvo. cloth. 
Wonderful Adventures. - Wonder6 of Bodtly Strength and 
Skill.-WoudE"rlul Eøcapeø.-Wonderø of Animal Intitinct. 
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I


.in t
c'


cs


l'hL:
o


o
Ý

k ::
erk;i



I.. 
HistorIcal CartoOQB, Cassell.s Coloured. (Size 4510. 
)( 35 i n.J 
I:\. I::dr...h. lSt't'a/..soId.ands::..) 
Pract.1cal Solid Geometry, A Manual of. By ""1Iham 
vüh.1 n R ,,:;, Major R.t:. 
AppUed Mechanics. Dy Sir R. Stawell BaIJ. LL.D. 
Linear Drawing. ByE. A. Davids -. 
Orthographic and Isometrical Projection. 
Building Construct.1on, The Elem.ents of. 
S:v.tematic Drawing and Shading. By Charles RYd.JJ. 
Jones's Book-keeping. By Theodore Jnnec;. For Schoo1s,..; 
for the Mdlinn. 2S.. ({/..so z.n clD{h. 35-) Ruled Books, 25- 
ReadIng Sbeeb. Modem. 3Serics. Each (AI." øn liMen. "lVith 
ni .s. Ss. each.) 
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Conmgsby. Eugene ArBJIl. I Strong to Suffer. No. :KIll.; or. the Story oC 
Mary BartoD. Jack Hlntou. the Guard.. Adam Hepburn"s Vow. the Lost Vestal. 
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:::' and the Early Christ- I BOOKS BY EDWARD S. ELLIS. Illustrated. 
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Hood's Works. Scarlet Letter. W1Jd Adventures In Wild Places. By Dr. Gotdðn Stables. 
Longfellow's Prose Works. Handv Andy. I.. '\.. II I .1 
Senee and Senølbillty. The Hour and the Man. Pictures of School Life and Boyhood. Selected from the 
Lord Lytton's Plays. Old Mortality. t 
'_. \"Ith b. ., L,I [ \ l'erq brz!.l ald. M.A.. 
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.Of the Days of Wallace 
Modern Explorers. L.>' T. Frost. IUustratecL 
Decisive E"ents in HJ.story. By Thomas Archer. IIll1strate4.. 
The True Robinson Crusoes. C10th gUt. 
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RELIGIOus. A Foot..Not.e t.o History I EI&b't Years of Trouble in 
Sam.oa. B) I,. L 
 " 
The Count.rles of t.he World I Dr. 1 
Illl
 .t I. t.. 1/, } \ 01... r L 11 1 
h.) 
ScolJand, Flcture&que and Traditional. B)' G, 
J Ir<. I. l'd J.... tr .1_ 
Plcl.orlal New Z aland. \] 
 ,.
. Per- 
ct:"..l. h..(.' \... A lot t. f.... 
CaJlsen.s Univer:sal Portrait. Gallery_ 
I' . . i , . I \\'J I I II 
In . 
Cassell.1II Ne,. World of Wit and Humour. 
I (r II. I r 
 .; I" .I . 
. 01. Co
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e
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v
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Vicar or Wakefield, The. .00. other "'ork, b7 Goldsmith. 
Illustrated. lAuD 1'" .. x' l 
d..t;[ts. ss.) 
Guniver.s Travels. C 
J/, J . \\ ith I ghty-eight Engrav- 
, J.{:. by '\1l>11t:1I. Lrulo\n ...t..... doth.. (Also z . t XU. ) 
Llt.t.le Folks (ENLAR SERIl. Ha arly Vols. \\ 
.I-'I...tl1r. 
 on nearly ev...r re. t( ler \II x Full page 1 
pr nted an Colours. CUIUUU;U boal _ 1St'.. ø E:'i.) 
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POPULAR BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 
Crown Svo. oaith Ei,2'ht Full page lIlu rano ... Cloth h:í
t. 
I Red Rose and Tiger LJ.ly. By L. T. 'h:ade. )I' .strated 
t A Sweet. Girl Graduate. i)y L. T. Me....-1
 Illustrated. 
t PoUy: A New.rashìoned Girl. By L T Ie. IIIu!>t 
. A World of Girls: A St.ory of a School. By 1- T. Me",u
 
+ The Palace Beautiful. A. Story for Girls. By L T. Meade. 
t Bashful Fdteen. B} L. T. Me tp. m.1 rated. 
t The White House at. Inch Go,.. Ih S-.--.II Pitt. Illustrated. 
The King.s COJnD13.nd: A St.ory for Girls. By Ma bð e 

"II 1...[ II. II]u-'lr l[c.l. C f: r" } 1"_ 
Lost. am.ong Whit.e Africans: A Boy's Advent.ures 
on t.he Upper Congo. ßy D L\id K
. 
For Fortune and Glory. A Story of the Soudan War. B1 
Le
\ Ii Hú .,:-iJ. 
IIIFollow m.y Leader'''; or. The Boys of Tem.plet.on. 
By 1 a1bol: bames Reed. 
Bo
J:s m4,J:
d lAws t CØII: ølsø lJe had in sUþf:7'lor bind.hgS. extm 
clor/lK'Zlf.zilt
'i:
s. SSe 
adl. 


Work. The Illustrated Journa1 (or Mechamcs. ,Vnu ønd é 'a'J 
J Jet. Half.Ycarly Voli. VIII.. IX.. and X. Each. 
A Daught.er of the Sout.h. and Shorter Stol'ies. B) 
1\11::.. liulton Harr-",on 
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World of Wonders. The. lU , ."... '- f:r1fo F!1
ti . Vol. I. 
Mechanics for young Beginners, A First. Book of. 
\ Ioh Ilutner, '" L } L
 .f-'.. I -\n...""p.. H1.'} H.f.\.J_ t.. 
L'I- In.M.A 
Wat.ch and Clock Making. By D. GlasgoW'. V e Pn
 Id
nt ( 
he 01.Ü-11 II r I 
 Lilu UlUt.. 
I Design in Textile Fabrics. By T. R. Ashenhun 'VI!h 
LUII.llre I -'1 \ ,IUluerOU5 . 
 r" 
tratio 3. 
Spinning Woonen and Worst.ed. By W. S. B. McLaren. M.P. 
French, CasseU.s Lessons in. Nnv ø.d Krvired F ' ""1 
L .111 C in O..C \-" _"
.. ,I .._ UL) 
DraW'J.ng for Machinist.s and Enctneers. By E 
A. D,]1 Json.. Wnh over 200 h.lustralloll'>. 


ILLUSTRATED BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 


5/- 


Pleasant. Work for Busy Fin..ers; or, Kindergarten 
b. t. Home. By 'Ia
g-If! tir 'I'P. Ahu ra[
.I. 
Flora.s Feast.. A Masque o( Flowers.. By Walter Crane ,\ It 
__ '))3 III L.) rs. 
Lit.tlo Folks. H..If-Year1y Vole Nnuønd F n,pd S
rr

. W 
1'1'- ,III-'''' I II. Irl If ery . 
 
er "'. h Six Fu p=>ge Plates 
pranted iu. \.. l h 
 t. g11[ ,S
t Q/So 3' 6u,) 


St.. George I'or Ene-land: . Intl..r 
..rn In e preacbed to 
Ll 1'-. ß\ tl c K....
. C II Tu_ II '. (... 
Life of the World t.o Com.e. The. and other SUbject.s. 
II h.t. I lilt. I lh 
II rt:. '1..\. 


a.s Works. Uniform. Edition of. 
D - I '\.Jans Rock The Blue Pavilions. 
T ::;j'n 1.
pur. '.If:.wThreeHhips..',; 
T 
lTrOY 'l1
W
 H1øtory I No
gll
\
'];dr6r
DelL 
The Del('('t'l.ble Duchy. 
The Home LIfe of the Ane lent. Greek.. 
(" II \1 1'1 
 J
 I' ., - Llül.nler 
, 


(--aFt /1 1\ COl1ljallJ, / '-"/lted, /11 ') r 


For Glory and ReDowa By D. H. pany. With 8 Full-pace 
II u f ,'I"n" 
WJ.th Claymore and Bayonet.. By CoL Per r (,r 
1111"'1...1" _ 
The Queen.s Scarlet. ß "7 the Ad,,'el ....., an' M 
tl..r<:. ....t 
 _ Ricil 
r(\ 1 r.t} tly L uvdle I. t: 
Líi!l,t ] U . ..... II
u"tra( 
Iron Pirat.
, The. A I ... Tal.. of Strange lIappel 

..: I. Ih \: "j el1l crto 1 ... 
PomonajeTcAvels. B)'l-r..u.:K 
on.'
I. 1I1..n d. 
DJe't il.nd Cookery for Common ,Aliments. Hy a F 
L. '1 h. , I L.I. ,.,,1:: ul J I J . 'T"1 tn1l'1n' I 11"'
.1I:. 
Lost. on DU Corrig; or, 'T,.1St. -Earth and Oceau. 
t) 
tlhbl L.IJ'II<l}. \\hh Etill-, t:)lIII-1 <- ns.. 
Otto the Knight. i and ot.her Stories. By 0 ve Thanet 
Eleven PossIble Cases. H ,,' Autb.J1'S. 
A Singer's Wlte. b} I U.II} .". I . II _c_ 
The Poet.'s AUdience, and Del1lalù By Uara Sn.ile 
'1Ir"'_ 
O.Driscoll.s Weird, and other Stories. By A. Wf"ftW'r. 
The Book 01 Pity and of Deat.h.. J.} Pierre Lo Tr,l 
luc I y r. 1-'. \1._,,, I r. 'I I'. 
Thp Reputation of George Saxon. B M, v Rc 
Ant.hea. L} - e \ '<I (A k" A fro 
 the m- 01 
t], \. .J.. \\ r I tIle (el lie.... Cn
., l /r I 
A,.kward Squads, The i and ot.her Ulst.er Stories. 
1\ - L 1,1 I. I. 1 k. 
Beyond the Blue Mountains. Ilh,ctra....d. By L. T. Ie 
Capt.ure of t.he ''''Est.rella,'' The. ^ Tale of I:'''c (. 
1 r, t'. I ( ,nal1.r __111I,111 r.1 I;,:'. H..i\ 
Te
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The ShadoW" of a Song. A "\L 
'. By L ill 
The Rovings of a Restless Boy. B) 1 D. F 
I'," f3.<. I 
Indust.r.al FreedoJD.: A }'.I 
Loans Manual. -\. l.. III If 1 
 
. II r, ,I \111,' r tl" H) Ll P. C,_.,., I, '\1 I ...t 
Birds. Nesta, Eggs, and Egc-Col1ectin&_ J 
\\. h I (, Iff-'.l 1. t I I!. . k.e\ ,.' I i Ln' 
J-OJIY thJ'.. . 
Modern Shot. GUns. By \V. W. rrro.. 
. 
English Writ.ers. By l"rof. H. ...10.. '-,rift 
J.1 \1. J. I. 
Vaccinat.J.on VIndicated. U\ lohn C. l 
Medical and Clinical Manuals. (l>r I d ! 
.1. I I \11 Ikl.. A. - E J't'
 t - . 
I .t 
_. (, I.. I.. ,lJhl o
 , 
Household, Ca.øseÙ's Book of the. In ur \ 
Ga.rde'
i
g, 'Casaen.s Popular. I COI 
J IIf \ ,... J I< h. 
Eng1ish Com.mons alld Forest.s. By tI . Rt He 
L.', \fe 
Agranan Tenures. B) l' H 1. G, SLaw.LefeWTe 
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WORKS BY LEADING AUTHORS. 
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Cassell 
 Company's Classified Price List. 


6/- 
COli" d. 


Loveday. A Tale o
a SUrring Time. By A. E. Wickham. / RELIGIOUS. 
lIIu
:r.lted. ....QuIver'. Volume. The. hew ø,ul E"/IS
d Smu. With 
From Independence Hall Around the World. By ;,. ..eral hundred LontrÎtJuLions. About 600 Orl
nal lIIu
trations. 
Jo. Carroll Bn .
h.r. LL.D. FullV Illustrated. 'loth. 
Henry AlIon, D.D.I! Pastor and Teacher. The Story NeW' Light on the Bible and the HolY Land. By B. T. 
.f hrs \lldhtry, with 5. t J Sermons and Addresses. By t)Je \..L\.th. :\.I.A. IlIu..trõucd_ . 
Rt:v. W. Hardy Harwood, Family Pr_1Ier Bo01l;. The. Edited by Rev. Canon G;t.rbett. 
Euro -:Je. Cassell's Pocket Guide to. Edition for 18gS. ;!d
r
::.ndl:Z;t;._

:;:;1'18'5
\nh Full-pap Illustrations.. ^nu 
LC1.th f. . CasseU.s Illust.rated Blb'e Manual. By the Rev. Robcn 
Star-Land. By SI!' Robert Stawell Ball. LL.D. Illustrated. Hunter, LL U., I, _L.
. With Coloured Mapii!l and ()ther I,lustratiuns. 
Queen Summ.e
; or. the Tourney of the Ll1y 
nd Farrar's Life of Christ. Cheap II/ustrated Edilttm. Large .fto, 
t
e Rose. t:ontatnln,2' 40 paJ5:e:!l ot D I s b) Walter (r.me. l...ioth. (
uatso 105.6<1.1 I ojJu.ar Ea'lIon. r
ud and en,arrrd. 
pruned In t !':>urs. (
et also 105. 6d., 21S.. 245,. and 425.) 
Gleanings after Harvest.. Bv the Rev. john R. Vernon. M.A.. FalT8.r's Early Davs of Christianity. Popula,. Edih"tnt. 
St. Paul, The Life and Work of. By the Very Rev. lJ.;.an Cloth. gtlt e\'...\..
. I..\t't' nl5Ð6s..:rnto. 6d.. J..5<", IS.. 245.. and 425.) 
]:arnr. D.o.. F.RS. Popular J:.dltl
 . Cloth (S/!e also 75. 6d.. Farrar's Life and Work of St. Paul. Populo,. Edilitm. 
10S. 6d.. ICC;.. 215., 2040;: . alld 
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 IIIus. 
Bible Educator. The. Edited by the Very Rey. Dean Plumptre. Child's Bible. CAeap EdiliMf. Jllu5trated. Cloth. (A/so ø sujJt:rÏo,," 
D.D. Illustrated. Co
p1ete in Four Vols. Cloth. each. (Also in ediwma IUS.6d,1 
Two Pols.. :2Is., tw 245,) 


Cbuma. The Illustrated Paper for Boys, Yearly Volume. 
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EDUCATIONAL. 


Tbe Qt1een's London. Containing nearly 400 Exquisite Vlf"""!; 
rofl ..ud nautl,1 1.,,\lronS. Cloth. 
Battles 0 the Ninet.eenth Century. An entirely New and 
(Jrl.,III1.1 \\-urL \\.Itll S
ver.ù Hundred J.tl
trations. \oL I. 
The S.ory of tbe Sea. Edited by Q. With New and Origip,al 
flllL frl', n<;. VoL J. 
Fr
::;'
;l'\


l
=h. C

I:a


: a
u

r;IU



::' gc

 
Old and .New Paris. A Narrative of its History. its People. and 
its f'lacc Hy lie 
utherland Edwards. Profusely Illustrated. In Two 
Vols. Each. (A/sa,-" Xilt. edres. IOS. 6d., 
Conquests or the Cros&. Edited by Edwin Hodder. lIlustnted. 
LOInplere in Thret-' \ nl.,. I:..ach. 
Adventure, The World of. Complete in Three Vots. Fully 
IhLJ"'lr.trclL F1.ch, 
Queen Victoria, The Life and Time. of. Comp1ete In 
Cno Vol'i. JIl [rated. F lch. 
The LIfe aDd Adventures of George Augustu. Sala. Our Earth and its story. By Dr, Robert Drown. F.LS. 
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f. Cheal) .u'tion. One Vol. (AÚo L .rary Fd Ion. lwo I 
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IS. With Loloured Plates and numerous Wood En. 
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Popular Histor17' of Animals. By. Henry Scherren. F.Z.S. Na
::;
c;'
isto CasseU.s New. Edited by Prof. P. 
\\ Irh 13 ( "('\\It'd Ph[P'i Lnd othp[' II Lstra.t\ons. Martin Duncan. F\b.. F.R.S. Complete in Six Vols. Illustr
ted 
Royal Academy Plcture
 1885. InOneVol.l

ø/soLs.J throughC",L Extracrown4to. Each. 
Family Magazine Volume, CasseU's. 'Vith about Universal History" CaBseU.s mustratecL VoL I.. Ear1y 
c
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;. of Great Britain and IrelB.11d. 
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lIhlStr,ltcr( 
\lTb \\ ,}II.jrut'i and '1.11J
 In Lolouß. V 1....1. &. .11.1. i... England, CaaseU.s mustrated History of. With about 
Dor&'s Milton's Paradise Lost. mustratedbYGu..taveDor
' 1 :-"XXJlJlustrauolls. 
oml,lt-'teln len \tol... r."\ch. /!.rwa",dRntir,d 
yet'u/ar J .tUJn. l [h or buckram. IS

al."o 215.) I i,t,o,.. Complr-te In 1:.1R'I.t Vols. Each. (Seeauo E.4 and E.S.J 
Dor
's Dante-s Purgatory and Paradise. lI1u'ìtrated by Pr
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GU"itave DOT/"' POlm/arF U or buckram ,See also 215.) UnIted States, History of tbe (Cas.eU.s). Complete Iß 
J)oré.. Dante's Inferno.. Illustrated by Gu..ta,.e DOrt
. with Ilm."c\"I... \I,nntw IlIu'itrití"u.... 1-" 1. lL. raPJ'Edilion.3 05 .1 
Intror1u..th'" hy A. J- Hiltlcr. rr. I/ar Eai/ron. Clnth Or huckram. Britisb BatUes on Land and Sea. In Four vols. With 
(l)eta/so21 ;jUf)utf'r
JLlIgr"\mJi::"
. )" h. \,!,ua 1('1.. 
CasseU's Illustrated Bunyan. With 2OOori"inalllJulitr:ttions. Russo-Turkish War.. CasseU.s History of the. With 
( r,p)., ",. ,I'ûut ,:,vùlllu..[r
li 
. T,\o ,,"ols. La\..h. 
Municipal Taxation at Hom.e and Ahroad. By J. J. London, Old and NeW". Complete in Six Vols. ContainlnR' 
,,-\1, Irl. '"l r.
 ] IUI\
tr.tL,-,n..._ l,...h. 
The Story of Africa and its Explorers. By Dr. Rohert Edinburgh, CasseU's Old and Ne,.. Complete In Three 
J:r 11,1.1.:-.. HI 
[n(ld. (omp1l
in .111.\' fact.. - . \\1.116 l)ngínaIJlllllitratloll
. E"1 h. (S
ealf,}z;s.and:JC:Fo.) 
Football, The Rugby Un:ron Game. Edited by Rev. F. LO
\
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Smusglînc Days Ø-nd SmugKlIng Waysi or_ Tbe Sci:
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e Vols. Each 
Story ,o
 a Lost Art.. 1'1\ L' mmanller the .lion Henry!\. I = == = 
.... ,. 1._....._ \\ 111m ,,, PJ, . "'11.1 Ura\\mgs by tbe Author. A Diarsr of the HOlDe Rule ParliaIDen
, 1882-85. 
L:rfe and Letters of th
 Rt. Hon. Sir Joseph .Napier. H) I L W. L\lC\. 
Bart., LL.D.,.&c.., I x Lùrd ,Lh
1l eUc _ _,f lre'and. By Alex. Moses and GeololD"l or, The Harm.onyof the Bible 
. h Lrl.,... F\\;1id. I.S.A. \t'lQ all,f Jl.t', Ht!d édtlJtm. I w:rt.h Science. .liy the Rev. Samuel Kinns. Ph.D.. F.RA.S 
Heroes of Britain in Peace and War. With 300 Jllus- \ (II llo.lll11stntlOn
 (Nn EaïnonDfJ'a'''J[erandsuFt!riðr
ap
,-.) 
tr,' 105. 1 \ \ ,. in ('1 - I'" r JS.6d.) Europe, A 
Istory of Modern. By C. A._ fyffe. M.A.... lat.. 
The Journal of 
rie Basbkirtseft'. Translated by Mathilde I r:ls
\l.
r
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) In Oue \ 01. 
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lg;'e1.,

_ J "\rtr U[.. 111,1 .UI AUlúgraph Letler. Pt'þrt/ar A Vision of SaInts. By Sir 
W1S Morns fFidelibUl}. With z 
I I 1 (" lUll tralHJ! Alow a n. n'IIIII'itr<lu'd Echtlon. tis. 
ilY8'lene and Public Health. By B. Arthur ythitelege-e, M.D. Count Cavour and Madame de Clrcourt. Sotne Unpub
 
111u- [C1.[ed. /I. I..' a"d K l' i I I '011. I h..hcd Corr
pondence. k.ult
d by LOu!lt NI""rd.. TriUlllated by 
The Chess Problem: Text.
ook with lJIustrations. Containil1&' olcÍ\'ð' Butl t . Ch t rs in the History of the County 
4noPo' (1;.11'- - I from the_"orJ..s oCL. Planck and others. IJ) 1
.

I
UI .

I\..e . 
Medical Ha
dbook of LIfe Assuranc
. By j. E Pollock. The Dore Don Qulzote. Witb about 400 lIlustntions by Gustave 
.M.D.,3I1dJ.L \
lvaw{ - d dJ-.UIOIl. V......... CÑal'.lj Ullt. 
Domestl
 Dictionary. 
.asse
rs. Illustrated. 1..280 pageL With Thackeray in America.. By Eyre Crowe. A.R.A. 
R,})o.i.I .n.dotiL fAt Ill. '..II.:lO'}.6d.J \Vith..nwardsol u.eHunored llilistroitior"' 
Subjects 
 o.f Social Welfare. By the RL Hon. lord Play- The Hlan'WaY of Letters. and Its Echoes of Famous 
fur, h..C.I.. Footsteps. By f110m;as Ard,,,'r. )III. Ir L 
Saturday Journal, CasseU.s. Yearly Vo
ume. IIh tr.1t
d. Historic Houses of the United Kingdom. JUustrated.. 
Cities of the Wrrld. IIIl'-tratcd throl. ..hout with fine 11I1 tratlons I C,ut:1 
,I:_ 
.IU,I I'orlralt
. COIIII 't.tC in f-our \ ols. hach. The Career of Colum.bus. By Charles Elton. F.S.A... 
Peoples of the World, The. By Dr. Robert Bro\\n. lIIus. Dictionary of Religion, The. By the Rev. William Benham. 
trolted. 
I:I. \ 'l
. .-a...I. H.D. L a._
 J 1 LlotiL 
CasseU.s Concise Cyclopædia. With 600 IUustrations. A Farrar.s Life of ChrIst. C!-eall/l'lstralrd Fdition. (S/!e alsð 
l:}cI'_flJ I till I., . 'ue \ nl f..' Cheaþ rd . 
 )d.J PoÞu/ar Fd lUll. .Persian morocco I
t'/! alsð 7t.. 6d.. 2:15.. 
ve
.
ook .Of _Treatment, The, for 
88
. A Critical Fuîtona;B;
kofP1KeonS_ W'lbStan.udc;forJud,2'in,2'. Edited 
I.... 
.., t..r It ,\' - \11 . l.wetfth} uütpu1 hy Lews \\rJ..:ht Re\I"E'd. Enlaq.:-ed. aid Sl.1pplemented by the 
Our Own Country. I ,....1.. 111 SUI: , \Vlth - IOaI Rev. W. F. Lnmlev. \\iith Fifty FuU.page lIlustntlOns. PO/"rtlnr 
III . ,\,' . F-lIU In ()ne\.al (U'V17falEallíon,9o'ÎthsoCu. IredPlate..and 
Natu...al History. Casselrs Concise. By Prr6" K Perceval ".WII.. FI ,ra\ 
 Price on application.) 
\\ no:"(, \1. \. 1 1,[,-,1. \ '11_ I. 0 ßt!j't /In Electric Current, The. By Pror
 ior "'almsley. lUustrateli. 


Practical Electricity. By Prof. W. E. A}"'rton. Illustrated. 
Figure PalntlnJr in Water.Colours. \\ itb Sixteen Coloured 
Pla[e"'. \\ Ith jl1...tructioßS r-v the Artists. 
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dl
k:'tCh of. By Prof. H
nry 
Algebra, Manual of. By Galbraith and Haughton. 
EngUsh Literature, LIbrary 01. By Professor Hem) 
M It... ,\ Ith IIlUliuaU' 1<> taker from Origmal MSS. POjJ..lar 
Fdlhon. Vol. I.: SHORTER ENGLISH POE"IS. VoL II.: ILLUS. 
TRATIONS OF ENGLISH RELIGION. Vol. 111.: ENGLISH PLAYs. 
VoL IV.: SHORTER WORKS IN ENGLISH PROSE. Vol. V.: 
SJo,.ETCHES OF LONGER WORKS IN ENGLISH VERSE AND 
PItOc;E. Each. (S/!e also Ls ss-) 


Cassell .t. Comþan". Limited, Ludgate Hill , London; Paris and life/bourne. 
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12/- 


Dlct'on&l'1" of Phrase and Fable. By the Rev. Dr. The f:tandiøhø of High Acre. ByGdbert Sbe]doD. Two Vo1s. 
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ly ",crta.std l:.amon. Aba to be Abbeys and Churches of England and Wales, The. 
Electricity In the Service of Man. ., Popular and Practica1 De ri, t.\L. HISI n.::-.I. 11(.:'ûri...L rl 
t rolp., LtUl' 
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 11. 
i
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